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General Vo Hruyen Glapts fone was estoblighed in 1954

N

with tho vistory of the Viebviodnh over the french o

The centralisy of that evenl for conlemporary Vietnomese history is

the final avilicls in this selecbion of

Giapls wvritings: "Thelr Dien Blen Phu WiLll Come.® It 19 an intevrview
i
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piven by Glzon two yeers apo, and concornsd the nature of the curzent
United States intervention in Vietnam. Aszked whether the U, S, had
lost the war, Giap snsuered: "they've recosnimed that thonselves,

To prove their nilitary defeat, I'1L gosback Lo thelr political defeat,
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which s the besis of the whole thing," Giap!s anslysis was that wilit-

o ®

™

ary victory over the U. S. as over the French would he based nob in th

superiority or inferioriiy of men snd flatdria al, but in the gugeriority

of” inferiepsiy of pelitical sction ond orpanization, which ars the hagis

.:

of the stralizay of people's war. Thue, in hig weitinzgs Glap doscribes

military Operations‘dnd the political context which gives them wesning.
Hop has written several detalled analyses of the Vietminh

wilitary canpaizns aoainst thp French, Hewever, the nmors controversiol

acnects of those campaigns ave not digcussed. The implicalions for bthe

Vietminh lesders who sousht to avoid o conflict throush reliance on the
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good faith of the French in the crucial negotiations of 1946 are not

mentioned . Gileap himsel!, as minister of the interior after August, 1945,

portlicipoted in confavences such as that 2t Balsb. He later saw the
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negotiations asg veri of Frence'ls Ydelaying stratege
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i for preparing
tha war they intended to continue.¥ Isabe in 1945 the I'rench lsunched

thelr attack on the Viebnmmcse in Hailphong end Hagwl initsting the

Yhoen the Visbminb vere able Lo move from defensive to offensive
varfore, the U. S. stepped in to suoport the ssgging French military

capacity with Anerican money and arms, and the proposal O Ydeveloping

the puppet Fforces on a large scale Lo replace Furopean and Africen
troops" who were to be a reserve for mobile offensives., This new
theme in 1950 of "Vietnamizabtion' aimed oi adding more troops and

giving the Vietnamese people the impression thobt the war was being
f

faught by the Fgonch in their interest. Giap only mentions the important
unsuccessful and successful campalgns df 1951, Barly in 1951 Giap sought
to overwhelm the Yrench forces on the Red River Dalia surrounding Hanol,
The campalgna? failed with heavy loses for the Vietminh. But, CGlap is
equally sil ent about tho important strategic success later thob year -
the Hoa Dinh campaipn, The lrench sought to carry the war into the
Vietminh strongholds in the highland regions but were destroyed in
numerous operations im which French superiority in mobllity was reduced

and. Vietminh mowWile superiority was maximized. The French applied the

strategy develoned by the U. 8. « the meat~grinder! - and used by ih



Both in Korea and Viebnawm, The destruction of the enemy's manpower

capncily through the wassive applicstion of modern Fire-power, espei.-
l21ly Trom the alr, hag baon'Given of defeat for the French snd for
the Americens. T6 wag the ¥rench and the fmericens who suffered the
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ungceeptable casualiies, With enemy forces pursuing thelyr sirategies

in the highlands whore they locked the advantage, Vietminh military
and political vnits had Treedow of movement in the popttlous lowlands
spaved rrom major pilitory action.

Following the 1953 {ruce in Korea, U. S. aid to the Freneh
increased unbil it reached 809 of the war's cost. To destroy the
Vietminh supply voutes in Isos in preparation Tor a 'final' major
cempalign, the French established o huge bLase in the valley of Dien
Pien Phu. Glap explains that his response vag Lo reinforce with Vietninh
the allied Phthel Jao forces, Thisg Vietminiurathet Lao Torce heginning
in December 1953 stormed the encumy pésitions in middle lsog, gained
contrel over Route 9 (along which the South Vietnamese arny unsuccess-
fully edvanced earlier $hj$971), and liberated the stys sbegic Bolovens
Highland of southern Laos. Gliap explains in detail ihp "Dl_n Bien Phyt
the orpenization and planning of this victory. An importani element
acoofding to Giap waé the countering of the ensmyts monbpoly of alr-power,
Tactically, the anti-zireraft ce wpacliy of the Vietminh was a cricial
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element in nulifying the ?ranch alr support., Stategically, air pouer was
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defeated by determination and organization: "Aimerican intervenbiond

sent more bombers and transport plaves to support Lnﬁ Dien Blen Phu basa.
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The conamy bouberst were very active; they ceaselessly boumbed our pogitions,
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dropued napnims DOMBE O DLUPN AOoun Lae Venoe 1O On e Aelgnts surround-

ing Dien Mien Phyt, awd bombad points thalt they took for our artillery

Lied our supsly linss, dropped blockbusters

bhoses, Doy and nishi thoey ohs
I

on the roads, showerad the ronds with delayede-action and "butterfly®

Loins, in s endaavoer o cul our supply lines., These desperate efiorts
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433 not ashicvre the desived vesu ey could nob check the flow of

hundrads of thonsands of volunlary workers, pock horses, and transport
cars carrying food and ammmition to the front." Very 1ittle has changed

over tuo decadan,

Glep insisin that h&bf@ﬁﬁ should be labhd on the considerable

et

contribution made by the lend-reform policy to the wictories of the

winter-gpring campaipn, particulsrly on the Dien Iien Phy battlefield.”
‘Repeatedly, the OFﬂbVBl Lhﬂo A in Glap's explanation of people's war is
the political fWa1otorl militery operations are dondncted on the basis
of political decisions. Glap in the "Origing of the Peovle's Avmy"
attributes the early success of the Vlthth military activities to
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tence on vejecting sectarian politics and organizing
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Ho Chi ilinh'sg insi

a broad notionsl wnited front, the Vietninh, Thus, the Vietminh worked
to win the support of villapges: "village subhprities sided wilth ﬁhe
revolution, becsme members of ovganizations of nabional saiﬁation

and in whalever they 4id, Vietminn comrlibees vere congulted before
hand. " The Vietminh were asked to settle land dispuibes, register

property and marriages, aud whon the didstrict governors set up militie
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posts in each village aghinet then these were turned into centors of

revolutionary sctivities vhidle sposaring to opsrate as part of the

govermuent!s apporatus. Dunl pouer wad orested sce P61ﬂ” to Giap

because Fwe irenly uvoheld local pooplels pover, oveblhrew straw nen,

Pat, this success in the villages was roobted iéﬁthe fundémental
political issue: Ythe probdlem of land is of decisive importance." FPeoplels
var Yis siacd obf overthrouing imperialisa and IQUOWJlsm reconquering
indepenedence for the nabiovesid Biving land beck to bhe tillers,ﬁ The
restorstion of land Lo the ia;;ants lavolved not only the strugple agoinst
the Teudal system which imposed on the peagants p hymﬂnbu to those assigned
as wasters over thelr lands by the political systen, but also againgt
Imperialism which ruled 1nrouﬁh the fﬁadal landholdcrs and in reﬁurn
reiaforced hclf HEBLOFJ over the pea anbry

Glap's pv0pooa15 cencerndng vhe anti-Tewlal struggle do nob
seeml to have always been accepted. le su&”ests that a more sectarian line
teaded to predominate; a linc not comsitied to Glants revolutionary
vabtchword ~ "aand to ths tillers" - bubt to colaectivizabion instead,

The ulting 3.Pesu1t of that 1ine'threaten the very existence of the
Denwocratic Republic of ¥iectnam following the Geneva Conference of 1950,
Giap played a crucial role in rectifying the oollcctivism whibun had boen
imposed Ly Trouny Chinh who was removed as secvebtary general of the
commnlst party in late 1956, Thus, Giap nobes (with disapproval since

1t limited pessgant commitment) Hhat in the lote 1940's this line “postponed
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the application of its wobehwords on the agrarian revolubion, Liniting
Bts program to the voduction of land ronts and interest rates, which

enabled us o nsubtrailas Lho vavering clencnts amnong the landlord

clags aoud to rally svound ug the 1Host pateiotic of tham.’ Then, in

the esrly 1950%s, 'uheh serorisn refopn had become nn wrgent nece 181ty
ouf Party auvplied itsell o malking o diffeventiation within the heart
of the landlord clams by providing iE ity political line fop different
treatment for cuch tywe of landlovd sccording to the latter's political
attitude on the priuninles of Liguidation of the regeime of fedial
appropriation of land, o

Land monopoly was terminstaed by the division of the Laad& to

s

ude toward the conbrast Cing

cin

those who worked them. but, Giap's aibbi
approaches is clear! "in the carly years of the f8515LCdO a corbain
undefe stination of éh importance of the peasant duestion hindered us
from giving all the necessary atbtention to the worker-peasahn alliance,
This error was subs equently pub rleht, @speclally foum the moment when
the Party decided, by means of accomplishingy agrarianrreform, to makd
the peasants the recl mssbors of the countryside." WYhen the "land to
the tillers! prinei iple wvas violated by the introduction of collective
ization after 195% Ho ang Giap syupathetically accepted the peasant

dewands o dndl the nastary of the bures saorats and to sne~affivam private

foum property and cooperatives.
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Ghoap cnphasived in he new strvggle
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in Souih vhs fouth Yiolramese peasantry, more then ten

strong, is bthe lovpest vevolubionsny £000C.e.. This revolutionary

s

Goencs 2n Inaurrectlonary movemnent of the mass of

. .

Uhay covry out successive uprisings, to take powe

the base avd ropein the riszht to lend ounershin." The land which

had been pgsined by the o south Vietnan during the wsy sgaingt

i~y

the ) 1.N0h wai rostored o the leodlords uvnder Dienm o the extent o
two-thirds, Heovy tamuation, military and labor conscription, judiclal
terror contributed to the 1ﬂﬂ0i0ﬂdr. nasvery. Giop desceibes the post.-
1950 return of fuedalisn in the south which weg similer o the original
estoblishument of feudalinm: former landlords and new "buresunraticH
landlords working with them have used "their powsr to seize land from
the pessants by thelr conbirol of the adnminisirative sy Lc”u Capping

this exploitation, sccording to Gian's analysis, sre the Ybureauncraiic
conprador houcgeoisiel - the highmramkingéﬁéernment and military officie!
~ who use their political power "to lay hold of key positions in the

econamy and selme control over 411 the imporhant branchies, b to have

privileged access to American foreign ald eand local extortion. The
conflict in South Vietasm Tor Glap is rooted in the peasantry's desirve

Es

to "defend the people's vower and the tillers! right Lo land ownership
brought about by the revolubion,! Although much discussed by American

experts, the analysls of the agrakbisa reviblubion by Glap is mors

specidic and concrete than their generalizabions.




The concluding eablcctions concerning the Americsan escalablon
L .
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of the Gonflict in Vietnam sve invaluable fopr understanding the current

sltustlon in Vietnam. The suc@ess of peoplets war in Vietnem has ment
that Americans can waot remaiﬁxﬁninf miad concerning its military and
especially iﬂs political foundations;_@iap‘s writings are the best

introduction to that subjlect avoilable. Bussell Ste?lér?s Introduction,

lg a mastveriul contribubion in its owmn right for those who wish a grasp

of Glapfs thought end of the Vietnamese revolution. Ta i Stetler

tte

Aistills the vast koowledge he Was acquired of Vietnamese affairs

thbugh his reseerches in Burope and Asia,




