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VPREFACEf

EFORE the Philofophical
Works of Lord BoLiNGarokzE-

had -appeared, great Things were
expedted from the Leifure of a Man,
who from the fplendid Scene of Ac-
tion, in which his Talents had en-
abled him to make fo confpicuous.
‘a Figure, had retired to employ
thofe Talents in the Iaveftigation
of Truth. Philofophy began to
congratulate herfelf upon fuch a
Profelyte from the World of Bufi-
mefs, and hoped to have extended
her Power under the Aufpices of
fuch a Leader, In the Midft of
. | A2 thefe
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~ thefe pleafing ExpeQations, the

Works themfelves at . laft appeared.

in _full Body, and with great Pomp.
Thofe who fearched in them for
new Difcoveriés in the Myfteries of
Nature ; thofe who expeced fome-

thing which might explain or di- .

re& the 0peratlons of the -Mind;
. thofe who hoped to fee - Morality

iluftrated and inforced ; : thofe. who.

looked for. .new Helps to:Society
and Government; thofe who.defi-
red to fee the Chara&ers and Paf-

fions of Mankind delineated §:-in

fhort, all who confider fuch Things
as Philofophy, and require -forhe
of them at leaft, in every philofo-

phical Work, all thefe ‘were. eer-

tainly difappointed ; they found the
Land-marks of Science ‘precifely .in
their former: Places;' ‘And they
thought they reccived but a poor
, - Recom-
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Recompence for - this Difappoint-

ment; in feeing every Mode of Re-

hgxon attacked in a lively Manner,
and the Foundation of* every Vir-
tue, and of all Government, fapped
with . great Art and much Ingenu=-
ity. ;' What Advantage do we derive
from fuch Writings? What De-
light ¢an a Man find in employing
a Capacity which might be ufe-
fully exerted for the nobleft Purpo-
fes, in a fort of fullen Labour, in
which, if the Author could fuc-
ceed, he is ‘obliged to own, that

nothing could be more fatal to

Mankind than his Succefs ?

-~ I cannot -conceive how this fort

- of Writers: propofe to compafs the

Defigns they pretend to have in view,
by the Inftruments which they em-

| ploy ‘Do they pretend to exalt the

Mind
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Mind of Man, by proving him so

better than a Beaft? Do they think -
to enforce the Pradtice of Virtue,:
by denying that Vice and Virtue
are dlﬂ:mgulfhcd by good or'ill For-

tune here, or by Happmefs orM.Lfery |

hereafter ? Do they imagine 'they
fhall increife our Piety, and our Re-

liance on God, by explodmghlsPro-_
vidence, and mﬁﬁmg that he is nei~
ther juft nor good ? Such are the

Do&rines which, fometimes con~

cealed, fometimes openly and ful—-‘_

ly avowed, are found fo prevafl
throughout the Writings of Lord
BorLinGBRrOKE ; and fuch are the
Reafonings which this noble Writer
and feveral others have been plea-
fed to dlgmfy with the Name of
Philofophy. If thefe are delivered
in a fpecious Manncr, and i in a Stile
above the common, they cannog

want

—
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want a Number of Admirers of as
much Docility as can be withed for
in Difciples. To thefe the Editor of
the following little Piece has:ad-
drefled it : there is no Reafon to
conceal the Defign of it any longer,

" The Defign was, to fhew that,
without, the Exertion of any con-.

fiderable Forges,: the fame Engines.

which were employed for the De-

_ ftru@tion of Religion, might be
'cmployed with equal Succefs for

the Subverfion of Government ;
and that fpecious. Arguments mlght,

be ufed againft thofe Things which

thay, who doubt of every thing elfe,
will; never permit to be queftioned.
Tt is an Obfervation which I think
Ifacmms makes in one of his Ora~

tions againft the SoPhlﬁs, That it is

far more eafy to maintain a wrong
Caufc, .

-t
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Caufe, and to fupport paradoxical
Opinions to the Satisfadion of a

common Auditory, than to efta-
‘blith a doubtful Truth by folid and

conclufive Arguments. When Men"

find that fomething can be faid in

favour of what, on the very Propo-
fal, they have thought utterly in-

defenfible, they grow doubtful of -
their own Reafon ; they are thrown

into a fort of pleafing Surprize ;
they run along with the Speaker,
charmed and captivated to find fuch
a plentiful Harveft of Reafoning,
where all feemed barren and un-
promifing. This is the Fairy Land
of Philofophy. And it very. fre-
quently happens,. that thofe plea-

fing Impreflions on the Imagmav '

tion, fubfift and produce their Ef-

fe&, even after the Underftanding ~

has been fatisied of their unfub-
' ftantial

I S ——"

I
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ﬂantlai Nature " There is a {ort of
Glofs upon ingenious Falfehoods,
that dazzles the Imagmatlon “but
which neither belongs to, nor be=
comies the {fober Afpedt of Truth,
1 have met with a Quotation i
Lotrd -Coke’s Reports that pleafed
me very much, though 1 do mnot
know from whence he has taken
X7 uterdum futata Jalfitas, (lays
« he) in multis ¢ff probabilior; et

j’aepe' mz‘;omém vincit nudam. ve-
8¢ ritatern.”’ In fuch Cafes, theer-
tcr has a certain Fire and Alacrity
mfp‘lrcd into him by a Confciouf:
nefs, that let it fare how it will
with “the Subje& his  Ingenuity
will be fure of Applaufe ; and this
Alacnty becomes much greater. if

he a&s upon the offenfive, by the
ImPCtuoﬁty that always accompa-
mcs an-Attack,  and -the unfortu-

a nate
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nafe , Propenfity which Mankind
have to the finding and cXaggera-
ting Faults. The Editor is fatis-
fied that a Mind which has no Re-
Ttraint from a Senfe of its, own
Weaknefs, of its fubordinate Rank
in the Creation, and of the ex-
treme Danger of letting the Ima-
gination loofe upon {fome Subje&s,
may very plaufibly attack every
thing the moft excellent and ve-
nerable ; that it would not\~ be dif-
ficult to criticife the Creation itfelf;
and that if we were to examine the
divine Fabricks by our Ideas of
Reafon and Fitnefs, and to yfe the
fame Method of Attack by which
{fome Men have affaulted Revealed
. Religion, we might with as good
Colour, and with the fame Succefs,
make the Wifdom and Power of

God in his Creation appear to many
no
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rio better than Foolithnefs: ' There
is an  Air of Plauﬁbility which
accompanies vulgar - Reafonings
and Notions taken from the bea<
ten” Circle of ordinary Experi-
ence, that is admirably fuited to
the narrow Capacities of fome, and
to the Lazinefs of others. But
this Advantage is in great meafure
‘loft, when a painful, comprehen~
five Burvey of a very complicated
Matter, and which requlres a great
Variety of Confiderations, is to be
made; when we muft feek in 3
profound Subje&, not only for' Ar-.
guments, but for new Materials of
Argument, their Meafures and
their Method -of Arrangement ;
when we muft go out of the Sphere
of our ordinary Ideas, and when,
we can never walk fure but by being
: az fenfible
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fenfible of our Blindnefs. And thig
we muf} d_o, or we do noghmg,
whenever we examine the. Refulg
of a Reafon which is not our own,
Even in Matters which are, as it
were, juft within qur Reach, what
would become of the World if the
Pradtice of all moral Duties, and
the Foundatjons of Society, refted
upon having. their Reafons made
clear and demopftrative to every
Indmdual ? :

‘ T he detor knows that the Subs
je& of this Letter is not fo fully
‘handled as obvmuﬂy it might ;
was not his Deﬁgn to fay all that |
could poffibly be faid. . It had _
been inexcufable to £l a ]argc Vo:
Iume ‘with the Abufe of Reafon ;
por wou‘d fuch an Abufg: have
beeny
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been ‘tolerable evén for a few Pas
ges, if fome Under-plot, of more
Confequence than the appa.rent
Deﬁgn, had hot bcén carried on.

Some Per‘%ms havc thou ht that
the Advantages of the StaIe of Na-
ture ought to have been more fully
difplayed. This-had undoubtedly
been a very ample Subje& for De-
clamation; but they do not con-
fider the Chara&er of the Piece.
The Writers againft Religion, whilft

.they oppofe every Syftem, are wifely .
careful never to fet up any of their
" own. ° If fome Inaccuracies in Cal-
culation, in Reafoning, or in Me-
thod be found, perhaps thefe will
~ not be Iooked upon as Faults by the
Admirers of Lord BoLINGBROKE
who will, the Editor is afraid, ob-.
ferve much more of his Lordfhip’s
- Cha-
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Chara&er in fuch Particulars of the
following Letter, than they are like
to find of that rapid Torrent of an
impetuous and overbearing Elo-
quence, and the Variety of rich
Imagery for which that Writer is

juftly admired. )

) |
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LORD %%s\l%

(P HALL 1 véntare €6 fly; iy Lors,
S that in our lated Cohverfaion, you

were: nichnéd to the I“"arty which

 jou sdopted eathet By thie Fetlimgs of yout
good Nature; tHdd By e Cotiviction of

yout Judgenchtd We laid opér the Fouii

datiofid 6f Sotiety'; dnd you eared, that

the Curidfity of this Search might ers.

dangét thie Ruin of the whole Fabrickl

You woutd redd‘ly hdve allowed 1y Prins

t:1p1e, but you dréaded theé Conféqucnces 3

}d\i thought; thiat Kaving once éntered dpo

B " thefe



£a} -
thefe Reafonings, we might be carried in-
fenfibly-and icrefiltably fasther than at firft
we could either have imagined or wifhed.
Baut for my part, my Lorp, I then thought,
and am ftill of the fame Opinion, that Er-
ror, and not Truth of any kxnd, is danger-
ousy tha§ il Concluﬁons can,_only How
from. falfe Propofitions ; and that, to know
whether any Propafition be true or falfe,
itis a prepoﬁcrous Method to examine it
by its appa.rcnt Confequences,. .

'Thefe were the,Ra.fpns wlnch iqddced
me to go fo far into that Enquiry ;.and &hcy
are the Reafons which direct me in. /alimy
Enquifies. I had indeed - often refleted
on that Subje& before I could preyml upon
myfelf to communicate, my. Refletions to
any ‘body. They were gcncrally mclan-

holy enough as thofe ufually are, whlch

“casry us beyond - the mere Surface Qf
~Things; and which would undoubtedly
make the Lives of all thinking Men ex-

tremely lmferable, if. thq fame Ph:lofpphy
.1 B - - which
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whxch cahfed tﬁe G‘nef dld nof atthc ﬁmc
'I';mc admmiﬁer thc Comforta

- N

N Oa conf' d;rmg pohncal Socﬁ:txcs, theu'

1.

'Ongm, thcu' Conftitution, andtheir Ef-

fe&s, I have fometnmcs been in 2 good

‘deal more than Donbt whether the Crea-
;tor did ever x"cally m;cnd Man for a State
of Happméfs He has mixed in his Cup

a Number of natural Evils, (in f'pxtc of
‘the. Boaﬁs of Stoxcx{m they are Evils)” and
. ‘evcry ;Endpavour Wthh the. Art and Po-
hcy of Mankmd has ufcd from the Begm-
mng of the World to this Day, in order to
alleyxate, or. cure, them, has only fcrved to
introduce new Mifchiefs, or to aggravate

and inflame the old. Befides this, ‘the |
‘Mind of Man itfelf is-too a&xve and reftlefs

2 Prmcxple Fver to fcttlc on the true Pomt
of Q&_le.t. It dxfcovers .every Day fome

cravmg Wantina Body, which rcally wa.ntk 7

but little, . It every. Day invents fome new

amﬁcxal Rule to guldc that Nature whxch G

lf lcft to itfelf were the beft and ‘fureft
B2 Guide.
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Guide. . It finds qut.imaginery. Bemp
prefcnbmg imaginasy Laws ; and then, ¢
raifes. imaginary Terrors to fupport a Be--
Sief in-the Beings, .and an Qbedience ta the-
Laws, Many Things have been faid, and
very well undopbtedly, on the Subjetion
in Wblch we thould. preferve our Bodies:
~ to the Govergment of oyy Undgrftandmg
but enqugh has not been {aid upop the Re- .
ﬁramt which qur bodily Neceffitigs ought.
to lay on thc £xtrgvagant Sybhmltxcg* and.
cxcqntnck Roymgs of our Mmds.- The
B°d«Y2 or as forg love tg call it, our Infe. . -
gior Naturc, is wifer i in jts own pla_;n Way,
gn;l attgnds its own Buﬁncfs mere d’métly
than the Mlqd thh all ;ts hoqftcd §yb,-
“lt)' . g

1;; the State of Nature, Wlthbut qfutf.
txon Mgpkmd was fubj;&cd ta.inany ‘and
él\f;.at Inconveniencies.”. Want of Uniom,

Vant gf mautua} Affiftance, | Want of 34
$°“}mqn A;bltra;or to refort to in’ theu:
| P’!frsfgpces,y ‘;‘beﬁe WGI‘C EYII&WhmﬂthElgt
S Y ; oy

LY




| - sy
- goyld’ M bt Yaye &l pretty Evordly op
many Qoctfions, - The original Children
of the Egrth Tived with their Brethen of
the athez Kinds'in. much Equality, Their
Diet gmnft hive Been: confined  almoft
whally tq the vegerable Kind; and.the
‘fame Tree, which ‘i ‘its ﬁoun{hxpg ,‘Statcf
" produced them Berries, in its Degay gave'
them an Habitation. The mutwal Defires-
of the Sexps uniting their Badies. and’
AffeGtions, and the Children, which che
~ the Refults of thefe Intcr;:ourfes, introa"

dyced firft the Notion of Society, ‘and-
\taug}xt its Coqvemen.cps, This Soclety,
foun@ed“m natural Appetltes and Inﬁm&s,_"
and not in any yqﬁuye Inftitution, I fhall

gall; ] Natural Socigty.  Thus. far. N‘atu:e o

went, and fucceeded ; byt Man would go
farthnr The great Ertor of dur Nature
~ §s, not to knew wha’ré :o~ﬁop, not to be
'faﬁsﬁa; ‘with any reafonable Acqmremem* %
not to’ gompound with cur Condition 3
but to lofe all ' we have gained by ah frifE- -
;ig.!:lg ?grfmt af;er morg. Mm fo\md 8-

’
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conﬁdetable Advantag b)’ tHis" Onton of
‘many Perfons to form, one f‘amll)’r' he
therefore judged that he Wwoild “find his
Aéco'unt proporhonably in' an ’Umon of
many Fam,lhcs intoone Boc'Iy polmck And
as “Naturé has formed 1 no Boncf of* Umon

to hold them togethcr, he fuppﬁncd this
Dcfe&byLaw;. R
Thxs is PoIztzcaf Soczety lfnd H:nce
the' Sources' of ‘whit” arc “fuially” called
’,Statcs, civil Soc1ct1es, i or Covcrnments, ,
into fome Form of which; more’ ex&;nded
‘or rcﬁramcd all Mankmd have gradually
fallen, And fince it has o hap?cned and
t'Bat we' owe an 1mp11c1t Reverenqc ta. aIl
thc Infhtunons of our Anccﬁors, we, [hall
conﬁdcr thefc Infhtutxons wu:h all ‘that
Modcﬁy w1th whlgh Wc oughtr to‘ cppdu& :
. ourfclvcs m exammmg a recelved Opmxon .
but Wlth }all that Freedom and Candour

PRNEN

wluch Wo owc to Truth wherever we

find, 1t. of howevcr 1t may. contradlé't ou; :

pwn Nonons, or oppofc sur oWn Interefts,
There
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‘Therg isa mofk abfiard apd;audacidus-Me-!
thod of reafomng avowed. by fome Bngts
and Enthuﬁaits, and through Fear affented
to by fomie wifer -and -better Meh ; it is:
this. They argue againgt & Gir Difeuffion:
of popular ‘Prejudices,, becanfe, fay, they,
tho' they would be, found -without any’
| reafonablc Support, . yet; the Difcovery
mnght be producive of the moft danger-
ous Confequences. Abfurd and. blafphe-.
mous Notion! as.if all Happinefs was not
conneéted - with the. Practice of" Virtpé,
wlw;h neceflarily 'dgi)cnds upon the Know-
ledge of Truth; that,is, upon the Know-
ledge of  thofe unalterable ‘Relations' which
Provxdeqce has ordained that every thmg
_fhould bear to every other Thefe Rela-
tions, whxch are Truth itfelf, the Founda-
tion of Vlrtpe, and- confequently, the only
Meafures of Happinefs, thould be likewife
the only Meafures by which we fhould di-
re& Qur Reafomng -To.thefe we,thould
conform in. .good Earneft ; and not think,
tpforce Nature, and the; whole Order of
A3 hee
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* hed Syem, by ¥ Cottiplisdes witk oié

Pide, snd Folly; 6 confoini 46 buf drtis
fictst Regulations, ¥k By & Cofiformiey
% this Method wee owe the Diovery of

© the few Truths we know, #nd ihe litde

Libedty and fatiorial Happinels we' ébjoy

W Bave: fomethiing fairer Play than &

Reafonet coild Have expeGied formietly
mid we detive Advantages foth it which

R =td Vé?y vrflﬂe:

Fhe Pabsick of Sdp&ﬁttioﬁ -

. ot Ade aid: Nation éeeived- siueh tnd%l‘

Shiocks fhan' it Kad eVér fel€ before; and
#irougti thé Chislkés dnd Bréathes of our
Prifon, we fee fiick Glimmerings of Light,

b fick fich refiethit ¢ Aiirs of Eibetty, ay
defly faife our Avdor for miore; - The Mi-

- feties dérived to MatiRind- frony Supefﬁ;-

fiert, urider the Nanie' of Religioni, and of

~ eeclefidflical Tyransiy undet thé Nutie of

&livreh Governdient, hive Beén cledrly
and ufefolly éxpofed: We begin €6 thirle
dncr to 4t frotw Redfon: mtﬁens Nitard

alone.
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alone, This is true of feveral; but fill, ix
by far the Majority in- the fame old State
- of Blimdnefs and- Slavery ; and much is it
to be feared that we fhall perpetually re-
. lapfe, whilft the real produtive: Caufe. of
all ‘¢his fuperftitious Folly, enthufiaftical
Nonfcnfc, and holy Tyranny, holds a res

verend Placc in the Eftimation even of '

thofe who a.:e otherwxfc enlightened,

Civil Government borrows a Strengih

from ecclefiaftical’; and artificial Laws-re-
ccive 4 Sanction from artificial Revelations.
The Ideas of Religion and Government
are clofely conneéted ; -and whilft we re-
ceive -Government as a thing - neceflary,
or even ufeful to our Well-being, we fhall
in.fpite of us draw i in, as a neceflary,. tho'

_undefirpble Confcquéncc, an artificial Re- ‘

ligion of fome kind or other.. To this
. the Vulgar will always be voluntary Slaves s
and even thofe of a Rank of Underftanding

- fuperior, ‘will .now and then mvoluntarily
~feel its Igﬁucncc It is therefore of the
- C deepeft
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deepeft Concernment 0 us to be fet cight
in this Point; azd to be well farisfied
wkether civil Goveroment be fuch 2 Pro~
te@or from natural Evils, and fuch a
Nurfe and Increafer of Bleflings, as thofe
of warm Imagirations promife. In fuch a
Difcuflion, far am I from propofing in the
" leaft to refed on our moft wife Form of
Governmest; no more than I would in
the freer Parts of my philofophical Writ-
ings, mean to objet to the Piety, Truth
and Perfe&ion of our moft excellent
Church. Both I am fenfible have their
Foundations on a Rock. No Difcovery
of Truth can prejudice them. On the
contrary, the more clofely the Origin of
Religion and Government are examined,
the more clearly their Excellencies muft
appear, They come purified from the
_Fire. My Bufinefs is not with them,
Having entcred a Proteft againft all Objec~
tions from thefe Quarters, 1 may.tl'ie more
freely enquire from Hiftory and Experi-
crce, how far Policy has contributed in
: all
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all "Times'to alleviate thofe Evils which
Provxdcnce that perhaps has defigned us
for a State of Emperfection, hds impofed;
how far- Gur phyfical Skilt has cured our
conftitational Diforders ;' and whethér, it

may not have introdiced new ores, cure-

~ able perhaps by no Skilt.

" In Tooking ‘over 'any State. to form a
Judgment on it ; it prefe‘nts itfelf in two
Lights, the extermal and the internal. The
firft, that Relation which it bears In point

of Friendfhip of Enmity to other States,

The fecond, that Relation its component
Parts, the Governing, and thie Governed,
bear to cach other. 'The firft Part of the
external View of all States, their Relation

- as Friends, ‘makes fo trifling a Figure in’

Hiftory, that I am very fotty to fay, it af-
fords rhe but little Matter on which to
‘expatiate; 'The goad Offices dorie by one
_ Natlon to its Nenghbour (a); the Support
v : . given

() Had his Lordfhip lived to our Days, to have feen the
noble Relief given by this Nation to the dxﬁreﬂ'ed Portuguefe,
Cz. . be




_ [ 12 }
given in. pnbhck Diftrefs ;. the Relief: afs
forded in general Calamity ; -the Prote@ion:
gfamqg in cmengcptwpangcr tlh:mutuab
Return: of Kindnefs and Civility; .. would
afford a,very ample and very pleafiog, ubs.
je& for Hiftory, Bt, ales ! il -the. Hif-
tory of all Times, soncerning; all Naius
does .not afford Matter enough to- fill ten:
Paggs, though it fhould . be {pun out.by.
the . Wire-drawing, .Amplification. .of: .a:
Gu;c;mrdzm himfelf. The glasing: Sidey
is_that of Enmity, ; “War, is. the : Matter:.
whxch fills all. Hiftory, and confcqlmntl}n
the only, or almoft the-only. View. in-
which we can fee the External of political
Socieyy, is in a. hoftile Shape 5 and theonly '
Adions, to which -wehave-alwiyd foén;
and flill fee all of: them intent, are-fuch; :
. as.tend to:the Deftru®ion of ank anather.
Wax:, : fays Machiavell,: ought to e the::
only Study of a Prmce, 3nd by zi‘rmca:»
. S ORI I R 4 uhy»
hc d gerhaps owned thxs Pam of his Argumqna 4 lusle
wezkened but.we do not thmk ourfelves intitled to alter

kis kprd‘ih:p s Words, bidt that we amboundwfoﬂdw’hun .
cxa&ly
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he mesas every fort of State however cons..
flitated. He ought, fays this great poli-
tical Do&or, . to confider Peace only as 2
Breathing-time,, which gives him Leifure
to.coniive, and furnifhes . Ability to exe- -
cute military Plans.. A Meditation on the
Condud. of political Societies made old.
Habbes i imagine, that War was the State of
Nature; and truly, if a Man judged of the
Individuals of our Race by their Condu&
when umted and packed into-Nations and -
ngdoms, he might imagine that every
fort of ertue wras: unnatural and foreign
to. thmMmd of. Mm. : ‘

T.be: ﬁ:ﬁAccounts we have of Mankmd ,
arc -hut foimany Accounts of their Butche-
ries,- . AH.Empires have been cemented in
Blood s and .in thofe early Periods' when
the Rage of Mankind began firft to form
themfelves into Parties and Combinations,
the, firft Effe& of “the Combination, and
indeed the End for which it feems pur-
pofcly formcd and beft calculated, is their -

mutual
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préteal DRI Gior. AT hiitient Bitory- -
is datk 2@ théertain, O tlﬁng'ﬁow‘- ;
efer it ehear.’ - Thepe wert’ Conquc’rors?
and Gohqucfts, in doft “‘Days s and con=-
feently, il that’ Pievattation, by witeh’
they ae’ ‘fortrred, ‘afid it that Gppreﬂ%on
bywﬁrdi thcy are: mainfamed ‘We knoW‘
1R8¢ of SebMis, bot ﬁiz& fe led oat of
Epipr 4t Arinf'of. 8btive F0,060' Men;
that K& bversran the Meditervanean Coaft*
ab Fr s Colbkss S drat- i fome Places, he'
rier  But -Hide- Refiftincé; and of coarfe
fHed ot great‘ dext of Mood ;' But ‘that’
he found in others, a‘Péople who- kmew-
. thc Value of their Liberties, and fold them
' Whoever cohfiders the Arniy-this
Génque#ot‘ headed, the" Space he ti'hv'c’l‘fc& .
atitl - the- Gppoﬁnoﬂ ffc f?equrcnd‘y met ;'
whth -4he mataral - Rccxtferrts‘ bf Sicknefs,’
it the: Preard and Badnefs’ of Provifion
to which ke muft have been flabfed irf the’
Warlety- of- Cﬁmﬁte’s ‘afid - Countri‘e's Pﬁs'
Marelt lay through Thé krmovws any’ t‘hmg,

' IF mh‘& Kifow; that even' l’hc Cotigeror’s
Army
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A:my mult have fuffered: preatly; .apd
that, of shis immesafc N@mbar but a.very
fmall Pagt.. -coyld have r&tu;ae.d to &njog.
the' Plunder - accurpulated. by the, Lofs of
fo. mapy of heic' Campanions, and thg
Dpvaﬁ’ea&m of fo confiderable,a Part of ﬂlq
World.: Cor;ﬁdcrwg, 142y, the vaft Armyp
headed by this Qonqucrm', whafe vowiddy
nght was almoft alone fufficient to weas
down its Stung@h, it .will be. far from
Excefs to fupppie that one half was:loft.in .
the ;Expedition. .If this was tthtatcof
the:ViQeriqus, -and from the chu.mﬁan
oes,. it muft-heve been this at the leafl;
the. anquxfhed muft have had a much
heavier Lok, as. the -gueatelt, Slaughter s
always in the Flight, and .great Carpage
did in thofe Times and Countries .ever. aty
tend the firft Rage of Congueft. .1t will
thetcfore be very reafonable to allow on
their account -as .much s, added to the’
Lofles of the Conqueror, may-amount . to
a.Million. of Deaths; and then we, (hall fe¢
tl'ns Conqucror, the oldeft we hawe an the
. Becords
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Records of Hiftory, (though, as we have
obferved before, the Chronology of thefe:
remote ‘Times is extremely uncertain),
opening the Scene by a Deftrution of at:
Jeaft one Million of his Specics, unpro-
woked but by his Ambition, without any
Motives but Pride, Cruelty and Madnefs,
and without any Benefit to himfelf; (for
Suftin exprefsly tells us, he did not main-.
tain his Conqueits) but folely to make fo
many People, in fo diftant Countries, feel
experimentally, how fevere a Scourge Pro=
vidence intends for the human Race, when
he gives one Man the Power over many,
and arms his naturally impotent, and fee-

" ble Rage, with the Hands of Millions,

who know no common Principle of Ac-
tion, but a blind Obedience to thg Paffions.

of their Ruler.

"The next Perfonage who figures in the

"Tragedies of this ancient Theatre is Semi-

ramis: For we have no Particulars of Ni-

suz, but that he made immenfe and rapid.
3 - Con-. |
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Conquells, which doubtlefs svere. ot cgm-.
padled without. the-ufnal Carnage We
fee amArmy of .above _three Millions em-
ployed by this martial. Queen in a War’
agamft the Indians. , We fee the Indians
arming a yet greater; and we behold a
War continued with much Fury, and w1th‘,
various Succefs, ‘This ends in the Retreat
of the Queen, with fcarce a third of the
‘Troops,. employed in the Expedition ; an
Expedition, which at this rate mufl have
coft two Millions of Souls on her part;
and it Is not unrcafonablc to judge that the
Country which was the Seat of War, muft
have been an equa) Sufferer. But Iam
content to detra@ from this, and to fup-
pofe that the Indians loft only half fo much,
and then the Acceunt ftands thus : In this
War alone, (for Semiramis had other Wars)
in this fingle Reign, and in this one Spot
of thc Globe, did three Millions of Souls
expire, with all the horrid and thocking
ercum&ances which attend all War s, and
.m a Quarrel in whxch none of the Suffer-
ers could have the leaft ratnonal Concern.

D The
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-~.‘The Babylenian, Affyrian, Median, and
Perfian Monarchies maft have poured out

‘Seas of Blood in their Formation, ﬁﬂd in
Aheir Deftruction. The Armies and: Fleets
-of Xerxes; their Numbers, thé glorious

Stand made againft them, and the unfor-

‘tunate Event of all his mighty Prepardtions,
are known to every body. In this Expe-
dition, - draining half 4fiz of its Inhabi-

tants, he led an Army of about two Mil-
ions to be flaughtered, and wafted, by a

 thoufand fata] Accidents, in the fame Place
‘where - his - Predcceflors had before by %

fimilar Madnefs confumed the Flower of
{o many Kingdo,ms, and Wa{’c‘é:d the Force
of fo extenfive an Empire. Tt ib a cheap
Calculation to fay, that the Perfien Eme
‘pire in jts Wars, againft the Greeks, and
Sythians, threw away ‘at leaft four Mil-

‘Jions of " its Subje@s, to fay nothing of ity

other Wars, and the Loffes fuftained in
them. Thefe were their Loffes abroad ;
‘but the War was brought home to them,
;uft by Agcyi/aus, and afterwards, by Aex-

3 : - andery
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3 -have not} in -this <f{etrcat the

.Bodks ‘neceffary to make Vcry exa& Cat:
~culations } nor T it’ neccﬂ'afy to give moré
than ‘Hints to one of your Lordihip s Etu-
-dxtlon You will recolle his umhtcrrupt-
‘ed-Series of Succefs. You will rin over
~ his Battles. You will cill to mind the
Carnage which was made. - You will give
@ Glance of the Whole, and you will agreé
with me;: that to form' this Hero no lefs
thah twelve hundred thoufand Lives muft
have been fatnﬁted but no fooner had hé
fallen himftlf a Sacrifice to his Vices; thari
a thoufand Breaches were made for Ruirt
to enter, and give the laft hand to this
Bcehe of Mifery and Dcﬁru‘&'ié'n ‘His
Kingdom was rent and divided ; whnch
ferved to employ the more diftin& Parts to
feat cach other to Picces, and bury the
wholein Blood and Slaughter. “The Kings
of Byriaand of Egypt; the Kings of Per-
gamas andMacedon, without Irftefmiﬁ'mq
worried each other for above two hundred .
Years ; until at laft 4 ftrong Power arifing
N Dz . in
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An.the Weft, ruthed in upon them and G-

lenced their Tumults, by involving all the
contcndmg ,Parties_ in_;the fame Deftruc-
tion, It is little to fay, that the Conten-
tions betwccn the Succeflors of i Alexandsr
dcpopulated ‘that Part of the World of rat
lcaﬁ, two Millions...

" ‘The Struggle between the- Macedomam
;md Grecks, and before-that, the Difputes
of the Greck .Commonwealths 2mong
;hemfelvcs, for an unprofitable Supcnqn—
ty, form one of the bloedieft Scenes in, Hi-

' ﬁory One is:aftonifhed how fuch a fmall
- Spot could furm{h Men fufficient to facri-

fice to thc pmful Ambition of poflefling
ﬁve or fix thoufand ‘more Acres, or, fwo
or t.hrce more Vxllagcs _Yet to fee the
Acnmony and thterncfs with which this
was dxfputcd between the Athensans and
Lacedemamam ; what Arrm;q cut -off ;

'what Flects funk, .and- byrnt; what 8

Numbcr of Cities facked, and .their’ Ing
habxta.nts ﬂaughtcrcd and. captxycd 5 ong

' would be md,uccd to believe thg,Dedxﬁan

of

:x:': ;4




[ 21]
of the Pute of Mdnkind at leaft, depended
wupon’ it! But thefe Difpuites ended 2s all
fuch ever have done; and ever will 'do; in
a real Weaknefs of all Parti¢s; a momen-
itary Shadow, and Dream of Power in fome .
-one; and the Subjettion of all to the Yoke
of a Stranger, who knows how to profit
of their:Divifions. This at leaft was the
Cafe of the Greeks; and fure, from the
warlieft Accounts of them, to their Abforpy
tion into the Roman Empire, we canrot
jadge that their inteftine Divifions, "and
their - foreign Wars, confumed lefs than
‘ three Mllhons of theu' Inhabitants.

' What' an Aceldama, what 2 Field of
Blood Stesly has been in antient times,
whilft the Mode of its Government was
tontroverted between the republican and
tyrannical Parties, and the Poffeffion ftrug-
gled “for by the Natives, the Greeks, the
€arthaginians, and the Romans, your Lord-
thip will-eafily recolle@.  You will remem-
ber the total Deftruction of fuch Bodies as
. ' an
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an Ariny of 300,000 Men.  You willi find
ievery Page of its Hiftory dyed in Bload,
and blotted and confounded ‘by Tumults,
Rebellions, Maffacros, Aflaffinations, Pros
feriptions, .and a Series of Horrer beyond
the Hiftories perhaps of any- other -Nak
tion in-the World;- though- the Hifto+
siea of -all Nations-are made up of fimilat
Matter. * 1. once more excufe myfelf in
poiotr of Exaéinefs for want of Books. But -
1 fhall eftimate the Slaughters.in this Ifland
but at two Millicns ; which your Lordfhip
will; find much fhost of the Reglity: - ¢

- .

- o P . PLUN PO
Let us pafs by the Wars, and the Cans
fequencés of them, which wafted: Gresia-
Magna, before the Roman Rower prevailed
wn that Part of Iraly. ' They are pechaps
exaggerated ; therefore . fhall only rate
them at one Million. Let us haften to
open that great Scenc which: eftablithes
thie’ Romaxn Empire, and forms the grapd
Cataftrophe of the antient-Drama. ‘This
- EBanpire, whilk -in its Infancy, ‘began by

, , n

v
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an Effyfion of human Blood. {carcelyicres

dible. The..neighbouring - littlc : States
stecmed for new Deftiu@ion ; The Sabines,
the Samnites, the ZBgui, the Volfei, the
Hetrurians, were broken by a Series of
Slaughters which had 26 Interruptiad, for
fome hundreds of Years; Shughters which
upon alt fides confuted mofe than: twd
Millions of the wretched ‘Pecple. The
Gauls rufhing into Ttaky ‘about this Tﬁh&,
added  the total: Deftrudtion of their ows
Armies to thofe of the antiéat Inhabifants!
In fhort, it ‘were hardly pofiible to con- .
ceive a more horrid and bloody Pituré,
if that which the Punsc Wars that enfied
foon after did hot prefent oné, that farex:
¢eeds it. "Here we find ‘that ClimaX’ of
Pevaftation; and Rum, which feemed ¢
thake the whole Earth. The Extent of
this W4r which vexed fo many Nations,
and both Elements, and the Havock of the
huyman Species caufed in both, really afto-
pithes beyond Exprefiion, when it i§ na-
kg:dly ¢onﬁdered, and thofe Matters which -

' are
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t to divert our Attep, :
mre g,ara&crs, Aions, gng Défigy,
the Perfons conccrned, are not
the Account, " Thefe ars, I'meap thofe
the d the Py, Wars, Could pep haye
calle the hum,, Rage iy Iefs than three
ﬁcfo;;ons of the Species, . yet thig
Mil s but 3 Part only, anq 2 very fmal f
forr‘:’ of the Hayg,

Parte,

tion from it

k caufeq by the Roman

ar with M?br:}z’am

very little Jeg blood 5 that Pripce cug

- was t one Stroke 50,000 Omans by ,
off a re. In thy, War

Ma.ﬂ:‘;o Men 3t ¢y
300’

(14 oﬂfﬂ; e dcfeatcd
Mithridates Army under. p,,..
. l .

o.
00,000, This 8reat and Unforty.-
flew grin.ce loft another 4 1000 before
. nate . In ‘t.be,c’ourfe of the War he
" Lyzs f'”:imerable Other Lofr; 5 an
had m]ntcrvals of Succ:l's,f he ‘Tevengeq
many feverely, e Wag .aty"a& totally
th'cmhro wn ;- and he Crufhed ¢, Pieceg the
';z:rt of Ar’mem'a his Ally p the reat.
-ﬁﬁfsgbf bis Ruin,: | .E;onr
il Rexiopg

All wh pyg
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nexions with him fhared the fame Fate.
The mercile®s Genius of Syllz had its full
8cope ;s and the Bteeets of Athens were not
the only ones which ran with Blood. At
this Period, the Sword, glutted with fo-
reign Slaughter, turned its Edge upon the
Bowels of the Roman Republick itfelf; and
prefented a Scene of Cruelties and T'rea-

 fons enough almoft to obliterate the Me-

mory of all the external Devaftations. I
intended, my Lorp, to have proceeded in
a fort of Method in eftimating the Num-
bers of Mankind cut off in thefe Wars
which we have on Record. - But I am
obliged to alter:my Defign. Such a tra-
gical Uniformity of Havock and Murder
whuld difguft your Lordfhip as much as it
would me; and I confefs I already feel
my Eyes ake by keeping them fo lang in-
tent on fo bloody a Profpet.. I fhall ob-
ferve little on the Servile, the Secial, the
Gallic, and Spanifh Wars ;' nor upon thofe
with Yugurtha, not Antiochus, nor many
others equally important, and carried on
: E with
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with equal Fury. . The Butcheries of Yu-
lius Cefar alone, are calculated by fome
body elfe; the Numbers he has been a
means of deftroying have been reckoned
at 1,200,000. But to give your Lordfhip
an Idea that may ferve as a Standard, by
which to meafure, in fome degree, the
others ; you will turn your Eyes on fudea ;
a very inconfiderable Spot of the Earth in
itfelf, though ennobled by the fingular
Events which had their Rife in that
Country. -

“This Spot happened, it matters not here
by what mcaﬁs, to become at feveral times
extremely populous, and to,{upply Men
for Slaughters fcarcely credible, if other
well-known and well-attefted ones had
nbt given them a Colour. The firft fet-
tling of the Fews here, was attended by -
an almoft entire Exticpation of all the for=
mer Inhabitants. Their own civil Wars,
and thofe with their petty Neighbours,
confumed vaft - Multitudes almoft every

Year
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Ycar for feveral Centuries; and the Irrup-
tions of the Kings of Rabylon and Affyria
made immenfe Ravages. Yet we have
their Hiftory but partially, in an indiftin&
confufed manner; fo that I fhall only
throw the ftrong Point of Light upon that'
Part which coincides with Roman Hiftory,
and of that Part only on the Point of Time
when they received. the great and final
Stroke which made them no more a Na-
tion; a Strbke_which is allowed to have
cut off little lefs than two Millions of that
~ People. I fay nothing of the ‘Loppings
made from that Stock whilft it ftood ; nor
from the Suckers that grew out of the old
Root ever fince. But if in this inconfider-
able Part of the Globe, fuch a Carnage has
been ‘made in two or three fhort Reigns,
and that this Carnage, great as it is; makes
but'a minute Part of what the Hiftories of
"~ that People inform us they fuffered ; what
fhall we judge of Countries more extended,

and which have waged Wars by far more - |

confiderable ? )
‘ E 2 ~ Ins

-
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Inftances of this Sort compofe the Uni-

form of Hiftory. But there have been
Periods whep no lefs than univerfal De-
ftryQion to the Race of Maokind feems to
have been threatened. When the Gotbs,
the Vandels, and the Huns poured into
Gaul, Italy, Spain, Greece, and Africay-
carrying Deftru@tjon before them as they
advanced, and leaving horrid Defasts every
where behind them, Paftum uhique filen-
tium, feereti colles; fumantia procul teday
vemo exploratoribus obvius, is what Tacitus
calls facies Vidtorie, It is always f{oy
but was here emphatically fo. From the
North proceeded the Swarms of Gorbs,
Vandals, Huns, Ofirogoths, who ran to~
. wards the South into Africe itfelf, which
fuffered as alk ta the North had done.
Aboyt this Time, anather Teorrent of Bar-
barians, animated by the fame Fary, and
encouraged by the fame Suceefs, poured
‘out of the South, and ravaged all to the
North-eaft and Weft, to the remateft Parts
of Perfia on one hand, and to the Banks
of
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- of the Loire or further on the othér; de-
ftroying all the proud and curious Monu-
ments of human Art, that not eveén the
Memory might feem to furvive-of the- fore
mer Inhabitants. What has been done
fince, and what will continue to be done¢
‘whilft the fame Inducements to War con-
tinue, I fhall not dwell upon. T fhall
only in ane Word mention the horrid Ef
fects of Bigotry and Avarice, in the Con
quelt of Spanifh America; a Conqueft on
2 low Eftimation effeCted by the Murder
of ten Millions of the Species. I fhall
draw to a Canclufion of this Part, by mak-
ing a general Calculation of the Whole.
L think I have aGtually mentioned above
thirty-fix Millions. I have not particula-
rized any more, I don’t pretend to Ex-
a&nefs; therefore for the fake of a gene-
ral View, I fhall lay together all thofe ac-
tnally {lain in Battles, or who have perith~ -
ed in a no lefs. miferable manner by the
ather deftru@ive Canfequences of War,:
from the Begianing of the Wosld to this

-3 - Day,
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Day, in the four Parts of it, at a thoufand
times as much ; no exaggerated Calcula-
tion, allowing for Time and Extent. We
have not perhaps {poke of the five-hun-
dredth Part; I am fure I have not of what
is actually afcertained in Hiftory ; but how
much of thefe Butcheries are only expref-
fed in Generals, what Part of Time Hifto-
ry has never reached, and what vaft Spaces
of the habitable Globe it has not embra-
ced, I need not mention to your Lordthip.
I need not enlarge on' thefe Torrents of
filent and inglorious Blood which have
glutted the thirfty Sands of Afric, or dif~
coloured the polar Snow, or fed the favage
Forefts of America for {6 many Ages of
continual War ; fhall I, to juftify my Cal-
culations from the Charge of Extravagance,
add to the Account thofe Skirmithes which
happen in all Wars, without being fingly
of fufficient Dignity ‘in Mifchief, to merit
a Place in Hiftory, but which by their’
Frequency compenfate for this comparative’

Innocence ; fhall I inflame the Account by’
thofe
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thefe general Maffacres which: have de-!
voured whole Cities. and Natiofis ; thofe
wafting Peftilences, thofe: confuming Fa-.
mines, and all thofe Furies that follow in
the Train of War ¢ I have no need to ex~'
aggerate ; and I have purpofely avoided a
Parade of Eloquence on this Occafion. . I
thould defpife it upon any Occafion ; ‘elfe:
in mentioning thefe Slaughters, it is obvi~
ous how much the whole might be height-
ened, by an-affecting Defcription of the
Horrors that attend the wafting of King-
doms, and facking of Cities. :But I do
not write to the Vulgar, nor ta that which
only governs the Vaulgar, their, Paffions.: I
go upon a naked' and moderate Calcula-:
tion, juﬁ enough, without a pedantical Ex-
alnefs, -to give your Lordthip fome Feel-
ing of the Effecs of political Society. I
charge the whole of thefe Effets on poli-
tical Society. I'avow the Charge, and I ’
fhall prefently make it good to your Lord-.
fhip’s Satisfaction. - ‘The Numbers I parti-
cularized are about thirty-fix Millions.” Be-

| fides
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fides thofc killed in Battles I have fome-~
thing, not half what the Matter would
have juftified, but fomething I have faid,
concerning the Confequences of War even-
more drcadful than that monfirous Care
mge itfelf which fhocks our Humanity,
and almoft Rapgers our Belief 8o that
dlowing me.in my Exuberance one way,
for my Deficiencies in the other, you will
find ‘me hot unreafonablé, I think the
Numbers of Men now upon Earth 'are
computed # goo. Millions at the moft.
Hers the Slaughter of Mankind, on what
you will call'a fimall Calculation, amounts’
tb upwards of foventy times the Number
of Souls this' Day on the Globe. - A Point
which may furnith matter of Refletion
to one lefs inclined to draw Cunftquences
than your Lordlhlp :

! now come to thew, that Political 8o’
city is juffly chargeable with much the
greateft Part of this Deftru@ion of the
Species, To give the faireft Play to every
3 7 fide
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fide of the Queftion, I will own that thera

is a Haughtinefs, and Fiercenefs in human
Natare, which will caufe innumerable
Broils, place Men in what Situation yoa'_‘-"
_pleafe ; but owning this, I flill infit in
charging it to political Regulations, that
thefe Broils are fo frequent, fo cruel, and
attended with Confcquences fo deplorable.,
In a State of Nature, it had been impoffi-
ble to find a Number of Men, fufficient
for fuch Slaughtcrs, agreed in the fame
bloody Purpofe ; or allowing that they:
might have come to fuch an Agreement,
(an 1mpoﬁ'1ble Suppoﬁtnon) yet the Means.
that fimple Naturc has fupphcd ‘them
w;th are by no means adequatc to fuch an
End many Scratchcs, many Bruifes un-
doubtedly would be received upon all
hands; but only a few, a very few Deaths.
Society, and Politicks, which have given
us thefe deftructive Views, have given us
alfo the Means of fatisfying them. . From
the earlieft Dawmngs of Policy to this
Day, the Invention of Men has been fharp-
- F ening
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. cmng and improving thc Myf’cery of Mur-
der,. from the firft rude Effays of Clubs
and, Stoncs, ‘to the prcfcnt PerfeGion of
' Gunncry, Cannoncermg, Bombardmg,'
Mining, and all thefe Species of artlﬁc1al '

learned, and refined Cruelty, in. which we .

are -now -fo ‘expert, and which make 2
principal Part of what Politicians have
taught us to believe is our principal Glory

How far mere Nature would have car~

ried us, we may judge by the Example of

thofe Animals, who ftill follow her Laws,

af;d even of thofe to whom the has given

Difpofitions more fierce, and Arms more .

terrible. than ever fhe .intended we thould
ufe. It is an inconteftible Truth, that
there i is more Havock made in one Year
by Men, “of Men, than, has been made by
all the Lions, Tygéqs,fanthers, Ounces,
Leopards,. Hyenas,- Rhinacerofes, Ele-,
phants, Bears, and Wolves, upon their fe-
veral Species, fince the Beginning: of the
VVorld ; though thefc ‘agree ill enough
’ , with

et
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" with each other, and have a much:gteater
Prc;porfibn of Rage and Fdry"ih their ComY
llOﬁthh thih we have.”~ Buat-with refpet
to you, ye Legnﬂatbrs, ye Civilizers of Man3
kind ! je Orphens’s; Méfefes, Mirofes, Sod
lons Thefcufes Lycurgufcs Numas' with
Refpeét to you be it fpoken, your chula-
tions have done more Mifchief in- cold
Blood, than all the Rage of the ﬁercef’c
Animals in their greateft Terrors, or Fu-
ties, “has ever done, or.ever 'cf)uld do!

" Thefe Evils are not accidentétl. .Who:;
ever will take the pains to confider' the
Nature of Society, will find they refult di-
re@ly from its Conftitution. |, For as Sué-
ordination, or in other Words, ‘the Reci-
procation of Tyranny, and Slavery, is re-
quifite to fupport thefe Societies, the Inte-
reft, the Ambition, the Malice, or the Re-
venge, nay even the Whim and Caprice of -
one ruling Man among them, is edough
to-arm all the reft, without any private

,Vicws of their own, to’ the ‘worft and
- Fa2- blackeft
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blackeﬁ Purpofes ;. and what is at once'la-

mentable,, and ridiculous, thefe Wretches

engage -under thofe Banness with a. Fury
greater than if they were animated by Re-
ggnge for their own proper Wrong&

It is no lcfs worth obﬁtrvmg, that; thx&

grtificial Dmﬁon of Mankind, into fepa~

gate Societies, is .a perpetual Sourc¢ in it

' [clf of Hatred and Diffention among them,

The Names which diftinguith them arg
enough to blow up Hatred, and Rage,
Exemine Hiftory; confult prefent Expe~
gience; and you will find, that far the
eater Past of the Quarrels between feves
'31 Nations, had fcarce any other Ocgas-
Fon, than that thefe Nations were differ-

~ ent Combinations of People, and called by

different ‘Names ;——to an Englifbman, the
Namc of a Frenchman, a_Spaniard, an
Imluw, much more. a Turk, or a Tartar,

. w[c of courfe Ideas of Hatred and Con=

tcmpt If you would infpire thxs Compas
triot of ours-with Pity or Regard, for ong
gg‘ thefe ; would you not hide that Dif-

4 . tinflion ?
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t.m&m t-You.wauld not pray him 1 cotes:
paflionate the poor Frenchmen;: or'the uns -
happy German. Far fromit; you would
fpeak of him. as. a Fareigner, an Accident
to whigh-all: are; ltable. - You: would rex
prefent him as'a Man; one partaking withi
us of the fame common Nature; and {ub-
~ je&-to the fame Law. - There is fomethmg
fo averfe from- our Nature in thefe- artifi~
cial pelitical Diftinétions,  that we need no
other Trumpet to kindle ys to War, and
Deftru@ion. But there is fomething fo

_ benign -and healing in the general Vaice

of Humanity, that maugre all our Regu-
Jations to prevent it, the fimple Name of
Man applied properly, never fails to- wotk:
2 falutary Eﬂ'e& v :

-+ This natuzal unpremeditated Effe® of
Policy on the unpoffeffed Paffions of Man:
kind, appears- 6n other Occafions.” “The
very Nameiof a Politician, ‘a ‘Statefman, i¢
fure ‘tocaafe Ferror and‘ Hatred ; 'it: has
tlwaya com::&ed thh it" the  Ideas of

' Trcéchcry,
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Treachery, Crtxelty, Fraud and Tyranny 3
and thofe Writers who have faithfully un-

veiled the Myfteries of Statc-frccmafbnry,'
have ever been held in general Deteftation,
for even knowing fo perfe@ly a Thcory fo
detcftable. 'The Cafe of Machiavel feems

at firft fight fomethmg hard in that Re-
| fpet. Heisobliged to bear the Imquxtres
of thofe whofe Maxims and Rules of Go-
vernment he publithed. ~His Speculation
is more abhorred than‘thcir Pra&icé. B

But if there were no other Arguments
againft artificial Society than this I am go-
ing to mention, methinks it ought to falf
by this one only. - All Writers on the Sci-
ence of Policy are agreed, and they agreé
with Expei'ience, that all Governments -
muft frequently infringe the Rules of Juf-
tice to fupport . themfelves; that Truth
muft give way to Diffimulation ; Honefty
to Convenience ; and Humanity itfelf -to
the reigning Intereft. = The Whole of this
Myﬁcry of Imquxty is called the Reafon of

State,
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State. Itis a Reafon, which I-own I can-’
not penetrate. = What Sort of a Proteion
is this of the general Right, that is main-
tained by infringing the Rights of Particu-
lars? What fort of Juftice is this, which
is inforced by Breaches of its own Laws?
Thefe Paradoxes I leave to be folved by
the able Heads of Legiflators and Politi-
cians. For my part, I fay what a plain
Man would fay on fuch an Occafion. I
can never believe, that any Inftitution a-
- greeable to Nature, and proper for Man-
kind, could find it neceffary, or even expe-
dient in any Cafe whatfoever to do, what
the beft and worthiett Inftin@s of Man-
kind warn us to avoid. But no wonder,
that what is fet up in Oppofition to the
State of Nature, fhould preferve itfelf by ‘
trampling upon the Law of Natare,

To_ prove, that thefe Sort of polic'c'd
Societies are a Violation offered to Nature,
and a Conftraint upon the human Mmd,
it needs only to look upon the fanguinary

Meafures,
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Meafures, and Infiruments of Violence
whick are evety where ufed 'to 'fup‘poﬁ"
them.’ - Let us take a Review of thie Dun-
georns,- Whips, Chains, Racks, Gibbets,
with which every Society is abundantly
tored, by which-hundreds of ViQtims are
annually offered up to fupport a dezen or
two in Pride and Madnefs, and' Millions
in an abject Servitade, and’ Dependence.
There was a Time, when 1 looked with a
reverential Aweé on thefe Myfteries of Po-
licy ; but Age, Experience, and’ Philofos
phy have ‘rent the Veil; and I view this
SanBum Santorum, at leaft, without: any
enthafiattick Admiration. 1 acknowledge
jndecd, the Neceflity of fuch-a Proceeding
.n - fuch Inftutions; but I muft have a
very meamr Opinion of Inftitutions: where
fuch Proceedings are neceflary,- *

< Tt is.a Misfortune, that in no Part of the
Globe: natural Liberty-and natural Reli-
gion are*to be found pure; and free from
the. Mixture . of- political . Aduberations.
R : o : Yet
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Yet e have implanted in us by Providence
Ideas, Axioms, Rule#, of what is pious,
juft, fair, honeft, which no political Craft,
nor learned Sophiftry,. can entirely expel
from onr Breafts. By thefe we judge, and
we cannot otherwife judge of the feveral
artificial Modes of Religion and Society,
- and - determine of them as they approach
to, or recede from this Standard. '

The fimpleft- Fottn of Government is
Defpotifm, where all the-inferior Orbs of
Power are moved metely by the Will of
the Supreme, and all that are fubjected to
them, dire¢ted in the fame Manner, merely
by. the occafional Will of the Magiftrate.
This Form, as it is the moft fimple, fo it
is infinitely the moft general. Scarce any
' Part of the ‘World -is- exempted from its
- Power. And in thofe few Places where
Men enjoy what they call Liberty, it is
continually in a tottering Situation, and
makes greater and greater Strides to that
‘Gulph of Defpotifm which at laft fwallows
_ , G up
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up every Species of Government, - This
~ Manner ‘of ruling being direGted merely by
the Will of the weakeft, and generally
the worft Man in the Society, becomes the
moft foolith and capricions Thing,at the .
fame time that it is the moft terrible and
deftru&tive that well can be ‘cohéeived.
In a Defpotifm the: principal Perfon‘finds,

that let the Want, Mifery, and Indigence of ‘

his Subjets, be what they will, he can

~ yet poflefs abundantly “of everything to
gratify_ his moft infatiable Withes, - He

does more. He finds that thefe. Gratifi-

cations _increafe - in : proportion- 40 the

Wietchednefs and Slavery of hijs- Subjeéis:

‘Thus cncouraged both by Paffion and In-
tereft to trample on- the publick Welfare;

and hy his Station placed above both Shame

and_Fear, he proegeds to the ayoft horrid -

and - fhocking Outrages upon » Mankind.

‘Their Perfons become Viétims of his Sufpis
cions. .. The. flighteft Difpleafure is. Death 4

and a dxfagrceable Afpedt is often as greaf

a. C;xmg as High-treafon, In Nt'hc Lourt
B of

L -
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of ‘Néro'a Perfon of Eearning, of unquef-
tioned Merit, and of unfufpected Loyalty,
was put to Death for no other Reafon than
that he had a pedantick Countenance which
difpleafed the Emperor. 'This very Mon-
fter of Mankind appeared in the Beginning
of his Reign to be a Perfon of Virtue,
Many of the greateft Tyrants on the Re-
eords of Hiftory have begun their Reigns
in the faireft Manner, But the Truth is, this
unnatural -Power cortupts both the Heart,
and the Underftanding. And to prevent
the leaft Hope of Amendment, a King is
ever furrounded by a Crowd of infamous
Flatterers, who find their Account in keep-
~ ing him from the leaft Light of Reafon, till
all Ideas of Re&itude and Juftice are ut-
terly erafed’ from his Mind. When Alex-
‘ander had in his Fury inhumanly butch-
ered one of his beft Friends, and braveft
Captains; on the Return of Reafon he
began‘to conceive ‘an Horror fuitable to
the Guilt of fuchaMurder. In this Junc-
ture, his Council came to his Affiftance.
G2 But
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But. what. did his Gouncil ?- They found
him out a -Philofopher who gave him
Camfort And in what Mannet did this
Phxlofopher comfort him, for the Lofs of
fuch a Man, "and heal his Confcience,’ fla-
grant with the Smart of fuch a Crime?
- You have the Matter at Length in Plutarch.
He told him; “ tbat let a Soveresgn do whas
<« be will, all bis actions are juft and lawful, -
«« becaufe they are bis.” . The Palaces of all
Princes abound with fuch courtly Philofo-
phers. The Confequence was fuch as
might be expeCted. He grew cvery Day:
a Monfter more abandoned to unnatural
Luft, to Debauchery, to Drunkennefs, and
to Murder. And yet this was originally-
a great Man, of uncomman Capacity, and
a ftrong Propenfity to- Virtue.. But un«
bounded Power proceeds Step by Step, until’
it has eradicated every laudable Principle:
It has been remarked, that there is no
Prince fo bad, whofe Favourites and Mi-
pifters are not worfe. There is hardly a'ny'".
Prince without a Favourite, by. wham he’
18
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is goverried in as arbitrary 2 Mantier as’ he
governs: the Wretches fubjected to- him.
Here the Tyranny is doubled. There ate
two Courts, and two Interefts; 'b‘otli-vc'ry'
different from the Interefts of  the People.
The Favourite krows that the Regard of
a Tyrant is as unconftant and capricious
as that of a' Woman; and concluding his
Time to be fhort, he makes hafte to fill
up the Meafure of his Iniquity, in Rapine,
in Luxury, and in Revenge. Every
Avenue to the Throne is thut up. He
opprefles, and ruins the People, whilft he
perfuades the Prince, that thofe Murmurs
raifed by his own Oppreffion are the Ef-
fe@s of DifaffeCtion to the Prince’s Go-

vernment. Then is the natural Violence
of Defpotifm inflamed, and aggravated by-
‘Hatred and Revenge. To deferve well

of the State is a Crime agaiaft the Prince.
“To be popular, and to be a Traitor, are
confidered as fynonimous Terms. Even-
Virtue is dangerous, as an afpiring Quality, -
that claims an Efteem by itfelf, and indes

pendent
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pendent of the Countenance of the Court,

What has been faid of the chief, is true

‘of the inferior Officers of this Specxcs of !
'Govcrnmcnt, each in his Province cxero
cifing the fame Tyranny, and grinding
the People by an Oppreflion, the more
feverely felt, as it is near them, andj;:x-é‘ \
ercifed by bafe and fubordinate Perfons, [
For the Grofs of the People ; they are {
confidered as a mere Herd of Cattle; and
really in a little Time become no. better ; 5
all Principle of honeftPride, all Senfe of
the Dignity of their Nature, is loft in their [
Slavery. ‘The Day, fays Homer, which
makes a Man a Slave, - takes away half his
Worth ; and in fa&, he lofes e"vefy Im-
pulfe to A&ion, but that low and bafe
one of Fear.—In this kind of Govern=
ment human Nature is not only abufed,
and infulted, but it is actually dcgraded,
and funk into a Species of Brutality. The
Confideration of this made Mr. Locke fay,
with great Juftice, that a Government of

this kind was worfe than Anarchy; in-
I | deed

R _*______"_7‘
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deed it is To abhotred, and detefted by alf
who live under Forms that have a milder
Appearance, that there is {carce a rational
Man in Europe, that would not prefer
Death to Afiatick Defpotifm. Here then
we have the Acknowledgment of a great
Philofopher, that an irregular State of Na-~
ture is preferable to fuch a Government;

we have the Confent of all fenfible and

generous Men, wheo carry it yet further,
and avow that Death “itfelf is -preferable ;
and ‘yet this Spcéics of Government, fo
juftly condemned, and fo generally de«
tefted, is what infinitely the greater Pare
of Mankind groan under, and have groaned -
under from the Beginning. = So that by
furc and uneontefted Principles, the great-
ot Past' of the Governments on Earth
mu& be concluded Tyrannies, Impoftures,
Violatlons of the Natural Rights of Man«
kind,- and worfe than' the moft diforderly
Anarchies. ng much other Forms ex-
ceed this; we thall confider immediately.
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In all Parts of the World, Mankind,
however debafed, retains ftill the Senfe of

Feeling ; the Weight of Tyranny, at laft,
becomes infupportable ; but the Remedy

is not {o eafy; in general, the only Re-
medy by which they attempt to cure the
Tyranny, is to change the Tyrant. This

is, and always was the Cafe for the greater

Part. In fome Countries however, were
found Men of more Penetration ; who dif-
covered,  that to live by one Man's Will;

- % was the Caufe of all Men's Mifery.

They therefore changed their former Me-
thod, and aflembling the Men in their fe-
veral Societies, the moft refpecable for
their ‘Underftanding and Fortunes, they
confided to them the Charge of the pub-
lick Welfare. This originally formed
what is called an Ariffocracy. They ho-
ped, it would be impoffible that fuch 2
Number could ever join in any Defign
againft the general Good ; and they pro-

mifed themfelves a great deal of Security
~ and Happinefs, from the united Counfels

, ~ . of

a3
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of o rhany able and experienced Perfons:
‘But it is now found by abundant: Expe«-
rlence, that an Art/locrary, and a De/}w-
tzfm, differ but in Name ;'and that a Peo-
ple, who are in gcncral excluded from any
Share of theLeglﬂauvc, are to all Intents
and Purpofes, as much Slaves, when twen-.
ty, independent of thcm, govern, as when
‘but ofie dommccrs - The Tyranny is even
more felt, ‘as-every Individual of the No-
bles- has the Haughtinefs of a Sultan the.
People are -more miferable, as they fccm.
on the Verge of Liberty, ‘from which they
are for ever debarred’; this fallacious Idea
of leerty, whilft it prc{ents a vain Sha-
dow. of Happinefs to the Subjeé"t, binds.
fafter the Chains of his Subjection. What
is left Undone, by the natural Avarice and
Pride of thofe who are raifed above the
, othcrs, is compleated by their Sufpxcions,
and their Dread of lofing an Authority,
which has no Support in the common
Utility of the Nation. A Genoefs, or a
- Venctian Republick, is -a concealed De-

H ' /}otz'[m ;
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[potifn ; where you find the fame, Pride
of .the Rulers, the fame bafe Sub)eéhop
of the People, the fame bloody. Maxims
of a fufpicious Policy. In one refpeét the
Ariffacracy is worfe than the. Dg/})ot{/'m.
A Body Politick, whilft it retains its Aur
thouty, never changcs its Maxxms, A
Defpotifm, whxch is this Day horrible te
a fupreme Degree, by the Caprice naturgl
to the Heart of Man, may, by the fame
Capncc othcrw1fc exerted, be as Jovely

-the next; in a Succeffion, it is poflible to

meet with fome good Princes. If there
have been Tiberius's, Calxgula sy Nero's,
there have been.likewife the ferener Days
of Vq,pqﬁan s, Titug’s, Trajan’s, and An-
tonine's ; but a Body Palitick is not influe
enced by Caprice or Whim ; it proceeds
in a regular Manner ; its Succeffion is inx
fcnﬁble 3 and every Man as he,enters it, ej-
ther has, or foon attaing the Spirit of the
whole Body chcr was it known, that an

Arzﬂacracy, which was haughty and tyran-

- nical in one Century, became cafy and mild

in
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In the’ next. in eﬁ'c& the Yokc of thxs

'Specncs of Govet:nment is To galhng, that
whenevcr the People havc 8ot the Ieaﬁ

Power, fhcy have fhaken'it off wlgix_thc '
utmo& indxgnanon, and ei’cabhﬂicd a popti-
lar Form. And when they have not had
Strengfh ‘enough to fupport tﬁcmfelves,
they hive ‘thrown’ themfclves into'the
Arms of Dgfpof jm, as the mote ehgxblc
of the' ;wo Eyils, 'f‘hxs latter was the
Cafe of" Diiiriark," who' fought a Refuge
from the| Opprcﬁion of its Nobility, in the
Tfmn Holc{ of arbitrary Power. Poland
has at prer ent the Name of Repubhck and
it i 1s one of the dnjiocratzck Form but
It s wcll aown, that the litde Finger of
this” G’oternment, is’ hcavxer than the
Lomh o}' arbxtrary Power in moft Natxons
The* PeoPIe are not only pohtxcally, but
pcrfbna]]y Sfavcs, and tfeated with the u ut-
inoft Indlgmty The Republick of Vemce .
is fomewhif fnore’ mioderate; yet “even,
here, !'o hcavy is ‘the drz/lacmtzcé Yoke,

g "THz2 that

.
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that the Nobles b[gv: been pbliged to ener-
vate the,, Spirit of their Subjects by every
Sort ‘of chauchcry 3 thcy haye’ dcmed
- them the becrty of Rcafon, and thcy
have made them amends, by w.hat a bafe
Soul 'w:ll think a, mote vaIu:{ble bectty
by "not only allowmg, “but egcouragmg

et

them to corrupt’ tﬁcmfelves. in, the moﬂ:
fcandgious Manner.' T der theu‘
quje&s, as the Farmer does e Hog he
kecps to feaﬁ u.?on., He hol&s him fa.ﬂ;

in hxs Styq, ,Buj: alr' vs bim to, wallow as

- much a§ he plea,(és in hri‘s bdoﬁd’ E}llth and
Gluttqny SQ JCanJalquﬁ (febauchcdv a

O SNL, L 5l L 3ijoia u 1

: Peoplc as that of Vemce, is to.be'm et with

l/‘,‘ i

no w‘hcrc cl,(c., H!ghgl,.,o\w, Mex‘}, ¥ ‘I(;

Ci anJ Lalty,{ are all alJ{e. ;7, e :u;
Iing Nnbxhty :iu'g no"lgfs afraxd ?f .o)nel an
- other, than, they' are of the P 0 f:,, an

lUJ

for that Reafé)n, polmcalfy cnsr&ratg theu'

X
PP sy

, own Bpay by the ame. cﬂ‘cmmate‘L xury,

by ‘which thcy "cor"rupt ﬂicxr zﬁbjé&s.
. They_ are 1mpovcnfhed by cvéi'};Means
wfuch .can.be mventgd, and they are kcpt

in
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© in 3 perpetual Tertor by the Horrors of a

State-inquifition 5 ‘here -you, fee- a People
deprived of all rational Freedom, and ty-
 ranniged over .by about two T houfand
( Mcn ; -and yet thxs Body of two- Thoufand,
are {0 far from enJoymg apy Liberty by the
Sub}e&lon of the reft; that they are in an
mﬁmt:e]y feverer State of Slavery ; they
make the(mfelvcs the moft degcneratc, and
unhappy-of Mankmd for no other Pur-
, pofe thaa that they may the more effectu~
: all'y cont.nbute to the foery of an whole
Natxon In (hort, the regular and methos
dxcal “Proceedings of an Arifiocracy, are
more intolerable than the very Excefles of
a 'De/jbgtt[m, and in general, much further
.froxp any Remedy .

'f hus, my Lord, we have. purfued Arz-
]focraty thibugh its. whole Progrefs we
hava {een the Seeds, "the Growth, and the
Fr ruxt. It coulcl boatt none of the Advan-
tages “of a Dq[pot;_/‘m, rmferablc as thole
' A&vantages were, and it was overloaded
: wnth dn Exubcrancc of fochlefs, unknown

even

. Lt
.
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even o Dafpotifin- itlelfi Th effe®, 1t is
no more ‘than 4 diforderly Tyranny “This
Form theréforé could be little approvcd
even' in Speculation, by thofe who were
capable of thinking, "and could be lefs
borne in Practice by ariy whio' wéte capa-
ble of fcclmg Howcvcr, the Fraitful
Policy of Man was not yet exhauﬁcd ‘Hé
had yet ancther Farthing-candle to fupply
the Deficiencies of -the Sin. “This was
the third Form, known by pohtiCaT Writers
under the Name of Dentocracy. | Here tbe
People tranfalted all publick B’uﬁncfs, or
the greater Part of it, in their own Perfons ?
their Laws were made by themfelvés,” and
upon any. Failure of -Daty, their Oﬁiccrs
were accountable to thcmfclvcs, and to
them only. In all appearance, .they had
fecured by this Method the Advantages"
of Ordér and good Government, without
paying thetr Liberty for the Purchacc
Now, my Lord, we-are come to ‘the
Maﬁct—p:ccc of Grecian Reﬁncmcnt, and
Rman Solidity, a popular ‘Government. |
- The
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The eacliclt and moft celebrated: Repubtic
of this Model, wap. that of Asbens - It was
conftru@ed by:no lefs an Artift, then the -
celebrated Poet and Philofopher, Sobe.
But ne fooner was this, political Veffel
lannched from the Stocks, than it overs
fet, even in the Life-time of the Builder.,
- & Tyranny immediately fupervened ; not
hy a foreign Cenqueft, not by Accident,
but by :the very Nature and Conftitution
of a Democracy. An artful Man became
popular, the People had Power in their
Hands, and théy devolved a confiderable
Share of their Power upon their Favourite ;
“and the only Ufe he made of this Power,
‘was 'to. plunge thofe’ who gave it into
Slavery. Accident reftored their Liberty,
andrthe fame good Fortune produced Mea
of - uncommon Abilities and uncommon
~ Virtues amongft them. But thefe Abilities

were fuffered to be. of little Service either
to their Pofleflors or. to the State.: Some
~of thefe Men, for whofe Sakes.alone we!
read their Hiftory, they banithed; othess.

- 3 they ,
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thcy 1mpnfoncd and all they treated with

_various Circumftances of the moft- fhame+
ful Ingratitude. - -Republicks have many
Things in the Spirit of abfolute Monarchy,
but none more than this ; a thining Merit
is ever. hated or fufpected in a popular
Aflembly, as well as in .a Court ; and all
Services done the State, are looked upon

as dangerous to the Rulers, whether Sul-

tans or Senators. The Offracifm at” Athens

was buile upon this Principle. = The giddy
People, whom we have now under Con-

fideration, being] elated: with fome Flathes
of Succefs, which they owed to :nothing
Jefs than any Merit of their own; began
to tyrannize over their Equals, who had
affociated  with them for their common
_Defence. - With their Prudence they re-
nounced all Appearance of Juftice. They
entered into Wars rafhly and wantonly.
If they were unfuccefsful, inftead of grow-

ing wifer - by their Misfortune, they threw.

“the whole Blame of their own Mifcondu&
on the Minifters who had advifed, and the
' Generals
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Genérals who had conducted thofe Wars;
until by degrees they had cut off* all who
could ferve them it their Councils or theit -
Battles. If at any time thefe Wars had an
happier Iffue, it was no lefs difficult to deal
with them on account of their Pride and
Infolénce.” Furious in their Adverfity, ty~
rannical in their Succeffes, a Commander
had .more Trouble to concert his Defence
before the People, than to plan the Ope«
. rations of the Campaign. It was not un-
common: for a General, under the horrid
Defpotifin of the Roman Emperors, to be
ill received iri proportion to the Greatnefs
of his Services. Agricola is a ftrong Ins
ftance of this.. No Man had done greater
'I‘?hings,-"nog with more honeft Ambition.
¥et onchis Return to Court; he was obliged
to enter Rome with all the Secrecy of a
« Criminal.: He went to the Palace, not
‘like a viQorious Commdndet who had
merited and might demand the -greateft
~ Rewards, ‘but like an Offender who had

cormne to.fupplicate a Pardon for his Crimes.
' 4 1 - His
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His Reception was anfwetable : ¢ Brewvi

“ ofculo, & nullo fermone exceptus, ‘turbe
“ fervientium immiflus ¢’ Yet in that

. worft Seafon of this worft of monarchical
" * Tyrannies, Modefty, Difcretion, 'and a

Coolnefs of Temper, formed fome kind
of Security evén for the higheft Merit.
But at Atbens, the niceft and beft ftudied
Behaviour was not a fufficient Guard for a
Man of great Capacity. Some of their
braveft Commanders were obliged to fly
their Country, fonie to enter into the Ser~

_vice ‘of its Enemies, rather than abide @

popular Determination on their Condu&,

- left, as one of them faid, their Giddinefs

might make the People ‘condemn. where
they meant to acquit ; to throw in a black
Bean, even when they intended & white
one. - S

' Thc Atbemam made 2 very rapid Pro-
grefs to the moft enormous Exceﬁ‘es. The
People under no Reftraint foon grew dif-

' folntc,

# Sciant qmbus mons xlhcxta mxran, poﬁ'e etxam fab ma-, -
lis principibus magnos vires, &c. See 42 to the End of it.
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folute, luxurious, and idle. They re-
nounced all Labour, and began to fubfif
themfelves from the publick Revenues.
"Fhey loft all Concesn for their common
Honour or Safety, and could bear no Ad-
vice that tended to reform them. At this
time Truth became offenfive to thofe
Lords the People, and moft highly dan-
gerous to. the Speaker. The Orators no
longer. afcended the Roffrum, but to cor-
rupt them further with the moft fulfome
Adulation. Thefe Orators were all bribed .
by foreign Princes on the one Side or the
other. And befides its own Parties, in this
City there were Parties, and avowed ones
- too, for the Perfians, Spartans and Mace~
dowians, fupported each of them by one
or more Demagogues penfioned and bribed
to this iniquitous Service. The People,
forgetful of all Virtue and publick Spirit,
and intoxicated with the Flatteries of their
Orators (thefe Courtiers of Republicks, and.
~ endowed with the diftinguifhing Chara&te-
sifticks of all other Courtiers) this People, I

I2 fay,
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fay, at laft arrived at that Pitch of Mad-
nefs, that they coolly. and deliberately, by
an exprefs Law, made.it capital for any
Man to propofe an Application of the ‘im-
menfe Sums {quandered in publick Shows,
even to.the moft neceffary Purpofes of the
State. When you fee the People of this
Republick banithing or murdering theit -
“beft and ableft Citizens, diffipating the
publick Treafure with the moft fenfelefs
Extravagance, and fpending their whole °
Time, as SpeQators or Adors, in playing,
fidling, dancing and finging, does it not,
my- Lorp, ftrike your Imagination with
the Image of a fort of a complex Nero #
And does it not ftrike you with the greater
Horror, when you obferve, not one Man
only, but a whole City, grown drunk
with Pride and Power, running with a
Rage of Folly into the fame mean and
fenfelefs Debauchery and Extravagance 2
But if this People refembled Nero in their
Emavgggnce, much more did they refem-
ble and even exceed him in Cruelty and
o | Injuttice,

l"‘
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In}nﬁicc. In the Time of Pericles; one of
the moft celebrated Times in the Hiftory
of that Commonwealth, 2 King. of Egypt

fent them a Donation of Corn. ‘This they =~

were ‘mean enough to accept. ‘And had
- the. Egyptian Prince intended the Ruin of
this City of wicked Bedlamites, he could
not have taken a more effeGtual Method to
do it, than by fuch an enfnaring - Largéfs. :
The . Dxﬁnbutxon of this Bounty caufed ‘a
Quarrel ; the Majorlty fet on foot an En-
quiry into the Title of the Citizens ; and -
upon a vain Pretence of Illegitimacy, new- '
ly.and -occafionally fet up, they deprived
of -their. Share of the royal Donation ne
lefs than five thoufand of their own Body.
They ‘went . further they dlsfranchlfcd’
them’; and having once begun with an
. A¢t:of Injuftice, they could fet no Bounds
toit. -Not content with cutting them off
from the -Rights of Citizens, they plun-
dered thefe unfortunate Wretches of all
. their Subftance 3 and to crown .this- Ma- -
fter-picce of Violence and Tyranny, - they
-, | actually
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a&ually, {old, every Man of the five thou-
fand as Slaves in the publick Market. Ob-
ferve, my Logp, that. the five thoufand

we here: fpcak of, were cut off from a.
Body of no more than nineteen thoufand ;

' for the entite Number of Citizens was no

gueater at. that ‘Time, . Could the Fyrant

who, withed the Roman People but one
Neck 3 could, the Tyrant Caligulz himfelf
have dong, nay, he conld fearcely. with for.

a greater Mifchjef, than to have cut off,
at one Stroke, a fourth of his People ? Or

has the Cruglty of that Series of fanguine

Tyrants, the Cefar’s, ever prefented fuch
a Piece of flagrant and entenfive Wicked- -
- mefs? The whole Hiftory: of this celebra~ - -

ted Republick is but one Tiffue of Rath-

ngfs, Folly, Ingratitude, Injuftice, Tumult,
Violence, and Tyranny, and indeed of every.
- Species of . W{ckcdn;fs that can well be.
 impgined, - This was a City of Wifemen,,
in, which, 3 Minifter could not exercife his.
Fungtiens ;. g warlike People, amongft
WE,PBI 3. Gengral did nat dare cither ta- -

A - gain

——
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gain or lofe a Battle ; 2 learnéd Nation, th
which a Philofopher could not venture tn
a free Enquiry. This was the Cify which
banithed Theniiftocles, Rarved Arifiides, for-
ced into Extle Miltiades, drove out Anaxa-
goras, 4nd poifoned Socrafes. This was a
City which' changed the Form of its Go-
vcrnmcht with the Moon etci'na'l Con-

e 0 o

“and eftablithed. A Republick, as an an-

tient Philofopher has obferved, is no one

Species of Government, but a2 Magazine

of every Species ; here you find every Sort
of it, and that in the worft Form, As
there is a perpetual Change, one rifing and

‘the other filling, you have all the Vio-

lence and wicked Policy, by which a be-

~ ginning Powér maft always acquire its

Strength, and all the Weaknefs by which
falling States are brought to a completc‘

~Deﬁru(‘,‘aon

':Rame has a’ more VencrableAI‘pe&vthan
idthens ; and- the condu@ed her Affairg, fo
far

2
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far as relted to the Ruin and ‘Oppreflion*
of the greateft Part of the World, with
greater Wifdom and more Uniformity. But
the domeftic Oeconomy of thefe two States
was nearly or altogether the fame.  An
internal Diffention €onftantly tore to Picces -
the Bowels of the Roman Commonwealth.
You find the fame Confufion, the fame
Fattions which fubfifted at Arkens, the
‘fame Tumults, the fame Revolutions, and
in fine, the fame Slavery. If perhaps-
their former Condition did not deferve
that Name altogether as well.  All other
Republicks were of the fame Chara&er.
‘Florence was a Tranfcript of Athens. And
the modern Republicks, as they approach
more or lefs to the Democratick Form,
partake more or lefs of the Nature of thofe
which I have defcribed.

We are now at the Clofe of our Review
of the three fimple Forms of artificial So-
ciety, and we have thewn them, however
they may differ in Name, ar in fome flight

Circum-
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Circuinftances, to be all alike in effect; in
effet, to be all Tyrannies. But fuppofe
we were inclined to inake the moft ample
Conceffions; let us concede Azhens; Rome,
Carthage; and two or three more “of the
dntient, and 4s many of the modern Com-
" tonwealths, to have been, or to be free
and happy, and to owe their Freedom and
Happincfs to their political Conftitation.
Yet allowing alt this, what Defence does

this make for artificial Society in gcnera]
that thefe inconfiderable Spots of the Globe
have for fome fhort Space of Time ftood
as Exceptions to a Charge fo géneral ? But
‘when we call thefe Governments free, or
concede that their Citizens were happlcr
than thofe which lived under different
Forms, it is merely ex a&uz,zdafztz For we
fhould be greatly miftaken, if we réally
thought that the Majority of the People
which filled thefe Cities, enjoyed even that
nomina] political Freedom of which I have

~ fpoken fo much already. In reality, they
had no Part of it. In Athens there were
' LK - wfually
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ufually from ten to thirty thoufand Frees
men : This was the utmoft. But the Slaves
ufually amounted to four hundred thou-
fand, and fometimes to a great many more.
The Freemen of Sparta and Rome were
not more numerous in proportion to thofe
whom they held in a Slavery, even more
terrible than the Arhenian. Therefore
ftate the Matter fairly: The free States
' never formed, though they were taken all
together, the thoufandth Part of the ha-
bitable Globe ; the Freemen in thefe States
were never the twentieth Part of the Peo-
ple, and the Time they fubfifted is fcarce
any thing in that immenfe Ocean of Du-

ration in which Time and Slavery are fo
"nearly commenfurate. Therefore call thefe
free States, or popular Governments, or
what you pleafe; when we confider the
Majority of their Inhabitants, and regard
the natural Rights of Mankind, they muft
appear in Reality and Truth, no better
than pitiful and oppreflive Oligarchies. .

- Affer

e
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After fo fair an Examen, wherein no-
thing has been exaggerated ; no Fa& pra-
duced which cannot be proved, and none
which has been produced in any wife
forced or ftrained, while thoufands have,
for Brevity, been omitted; after fo candid

~ a Difcuffion in all refpecs; what Slave fo

paffive,” what Bigot fo blind, what Enthu-
fiaft fo headlong, what Politician fo hard-
ened, as to ftand up in Defence of a Sy-
ftem calculated for a Curfe to Mankind ?
a Curfe under which they fmart and groan
to this Hour, without thoroughly know-
ing the Nature of the Difeafe, and want-

_ing Underﬁ'andmg or Courage to apply

the Remedy.

I need not excufe myfelf to your Lord-
thip, nor, I think, to any honeft Man, for
the Zeal I have thewn in this Caufe; for
it is an honeft Zeal, and in a good Caufe.
I have defended Natural Religion againft a
Confederacy of Atheifts and Divines: 1
now plead for Natural Society againft Por

K2 liticians,
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liticians, and for Natural Reafon againft
gll three, When the World is in a-fiteér
Temper than it is at prefent to hcﬁr'Tmth?
or when I fhall be more indifferent sbeut
its Temper ; my Thoughts may becoms
more pyblick. In the mean time, let them
repofe in my own Bofom,. and in the. Bo-~
fons of fuch Men as ‘are fit to be initiated
in the fober Myfteries of Truth asd Rea-
fon, My Antagonifts Have already dong
s much as I conld defire, Parties in Re.
ligion and Politics make fufficient Difcos
~ veries concerning each Other, to give 3 fo-
" ber. Man a propér Caution -againt ’thcm
all. The Monarchtc, Ariftocratical, and’
Popular Partizans have been jointly laying
" their Axes to the Root of all Government,
dnd bave in their Tugns iproved each-other
abfurd and jnconvenient, In vain you tell -
e that ‘Artificial Government is good, but
that [ fall out- only with the Abife. . The
Thing } thp ‘Thing 1itfelf s -the Abufei]
‘Obferve, fhy Lorp, I prayiyoy, thdt grand
Error upon which all ‘sttificial logillative
_ “Powel
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Power is founded. It was obferved, that
Men had ungovernable Paffiens, which |
made it neceflary to guard agninft the
Violence they might offer to cach other,
They appointed Governors over thém for
this Reafon; but a worle and more per-
plexing Difficulty arifes, how to be.de-
fended againft the Governors ¢ uis cuffo-
diet ipfos cufledes? In vain they change
from a fingle Perfon’to a few. Thefe
few have the Paffions of the one, and they
nnite to firengthen themfelves, and to fe-
cure the Gratification of their lawlefs Pal-
fions-at the Expgnce of the general Good,
n vain do we* flyto the Many. The Cafe
is 'worfe ; thdir Paffions are lefs under the
vGO‘vchent ‘of Realon, they are angment-
£d bythe Contagion, iand dafended‘agam&
#ll Attacks by their bhﬂnmdc »

1 haye punpofc}y avoided the mention of
+ the mixed Form of Government, for Rea-
fons that will be -very obvious 1o “your
Lmd{hxp But my Caution can-avail me
but
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but little.  You will not fail to urge it
‘againft me in favour of Political Society.
You will not fail to :thew how the Errors
of the feveral fimple Modes are corrected
by a Mixture of all of them, and a proper
Ballance of the feveral Powers in fuch a

State. I confefs, my Lorp, that this has

been long a darling Miftake of my own;

and that of all the Sacrifices I have made
to Truth, this has been by far the greateft.

When I confefs that I think this Notion a

Miftake, I know to whom I am fpeaking, -
for I am fatisfied that Reafons are like Li~
quors, and there are fome of fuch a Na-
ture as none but ftrong-Heads can bear.
There are few with whom I can commu-
nicate fo frecly as with Pope. But Pope
cannot bear every Truth. He has a Ti-
midity which hinders ‘the full Exertion of
his Faculties, almoft as effetually as Bi-
gotry cramps thofe of the general Herd of
Mankind. . But whoever is a genuine Fol-
lower of Truth, keeps his Eye fteady up-
on his Guide, indifferent whither he is

Jedp
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led, provided that fhe is the Leader. And;
my Logrbp, if it -be properly confidered, it
were infinitely better to remain poflefled
by the whole Legion of vulgar Miftakes,

than to reje&t fome, and at the fame time
to retain a Fondnefs for others altogether
as abfurd and irrational. ‘The firft has at
leaft a Confiftency, that makes a Man,
however erroneoufly, uniform at leaft ; but
* the latter way of proceeding is fuch an in-
- confiftent Chimzra and Jumble of Philo-
fophy and vulgar Prejudice, that hardly
any thing more ridiculous can be concei-
ved. Let us therefore freely, and without
Fear or Prejudice, examine this laft Con-
trivance of Policy. And without confider-
ing how near the Quick our Inftruments
may come, let us fearch it to the Bottom.

~ Firft then, all Men are agreed, that this
JunGtion of Regal, Ariftocratic, and Po-
pular Power, muft form a very complex,
nice, and. intricate Machine, which being
sompofed of fuch a Variety of Parts, with
} SR fuch
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fuch-oppoﬁté Tendencies and Mqumentg,a |

it muft be liable on évery Accident to be
difordered: ‘To fpeak withqut Metaphor,
fach a Government muft be liable to fre=
quent Cabals, Tumults, and Revolutions;
from its very Conftitution. = Thefe are un-
doubtedly as ill Effects, as can happen in
a Society ; for in fuch a Cafe, the Clofe-
fiefs acquired by Community, inftead of

fcnvihg for mutual Defence, ferves :onfy to
"increale the Dapger; Such a Syftem is -

like a City, where Trades that require cop<
fant Fires are much exercifed, where the
Houfes are built of combuftible Materials,
and where they ftand extremely clofe. .

. In the fecond Place, the fevéral eonfli-

tuent Parts having their diftin@ Rights,
and thefe many of them fo neceffary to be
determined with Exacnefs, are yet fo in<
determiinate in their Nature, that it be<
* comes a new and conftant Source of De-
bate and Confufion. Hence it is, thas
whilft ¢the Bufinefs of Government thould

~
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be carrying on, the Queftion is, who has
a Right to exercife this or that Funétion

of it, or what Men have Power to keep .

their Offices in any Funétion: Whilft this
Conteft continues; and whilft the Ballance
in any fort continues; it has never any Re<
miffion ; all manner of Abufes and Villa<
nies in Officers remain unpunithed, the
greateft Frauds and Robberies in the puba
lick Revenues are committed in Defiance
of Juftice ; and Abufes grow; by Time
and Impunity, into Cuftoms ; .until they
prefcribe againft the Laws, and grow tco
invéterate often to admit a Cure, unlefs
fuch-as may be as bad as the Difeafe.

Thirdly; the feveral Parts of this Species
of ‘Governmerf, though united, preferve
the Spirit which each Form has feparately.
Kings are ambitious ; the Nobility haugh-
ty; and the Popilace tumultuous and un-
governable: Each Party; however in ap-
pearance peaceable, carries on a Defign

" upon the others ; and it is owing to this,

L that
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~ that in all Queftions, whether concerning
foreign or domeftick Affairs, the Whole
generally turns more upon. fome Party-
Matter than upon the Nature of the Thing
itfelf; whether fuch a Step will diminifhy
or augment the Rower of the Crown, or
how far the Privileges of the Subje&t are
like to be extended or reftricted by it.
And thefe Queftions are conftantly re-
folved, without any Confideration of the
Merits of the Caufe, merely as the Patics
who uphold thefe jarring Interefts may
chance to prevail; and as they prevail,
the Ballance is overfet, now upon one fide,
now upon the other. The Gevernment
is one Day, arbitrary Power in a fingle
Perfon ; another, a juggling Confedéracy
of a few to cheat the Prince and enflave
the People ; and the third, 2 frantick and
unmanageable Democracy. The great In-
ftrument of all thefe Changes, and what
infufes a peculiar Venom into alf of them,
is Party. It is of no Confequence what
the Principles of any Party, or what their
. ‘ : ~ Pre-
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Pretenfions are ; the Spirit which aCtuates
all Parties is the fame ; the Spirit of Am-
bition, of Self-Intereft, of Oppreflion, and
Treachery. This Spirit entirely reverfes
all the Principles which a benevolent Na-
ture has ereGted within us; all Honefly,
all equal Juftice, and even the Ties of na-
taral Society, the natural Affetions. In
a word, my Lorp, we have all feen, and
. if any outward Confiderations were worthy
the lafting Concern of a wife Man, we
have fome of us fek, fuch Oppreflion
from Party Government as no other Ty-
ranny can parallel. We behold daily the,
moft impostant Rights, Rights upon which
all the others depend, we behold thefe
Rights determined in the laft Refort, with-
out the leaft Attention even to the Ap-~
pearance or. Colour of Juftice; we behold
this without Emotion, becaufe we have
- grown up in the conftant View of fuch
Practices ; and we are not furprifed to hear
a Man requefted to be a Knave and a Trai-
tor, with as much Indifferense as if the

| L2 © moft
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.moft ordinary Favour were afked ; and we
hear this Requeft refufed, not becaufe it
is a moft unjuft and unreafonable Defire,
but that this Worthy has already engaged
his Injuftice to another. Thefe and many
more Points I am far from fpreading to
their full Extent. You are fenfible that I
do not put forth half my Strength; and
you cannot be at a Lofs for the Reafon.

A Man is allowed fufficient Freedom of
Thought, provided he knows haw to chufe

his Subje@ properly. You may criticife
freely upon the Chinefe Conftitution, and
obferve with as much Severity as you pleafe
upon the abfurd Tricks, or deftructive Bi-
gotry. of the Bonzees. But the Scene is
changed as you come homeward, and

Atheifm or Treafon may be the Names
given in Britain, to what would be Rea-
fon and Truth if aflerted of China. 1 fub-
mit to the Condition, and though I have
a notorious Advantage before me, I wave
the Purfuit. For clfe, my Lorbp, it is
very obvious what a PiCture might be

drawn
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drawn of the Excefles of Party even in our
own Nation. 1 could thew, that the fame
Faétion has in one Reign promoted popu-
lar Seditions, and in the next been a Pa-
tron of Tyranny ; 1 could thew, that'they
have all of them betrayed the publick Safe~
ty at all Times, and have very frequently.
with equal Perfidy made a Market of their
own Caufe, and their own Affociates. I
~ could fhew howvehemently they have
contended for Names, and how filently
they have paflfed over Things of the laft
Importance. And I could demonttrate,
that they have had the Opportanity of do-
ing all this Mifehief, nay, that they them-.
felves had their Origin and Growth from
that complex Form of Government which
we are wifely taught to look upon as fo
great a Blefling. Revolve, my Lorp, our
‘Hiftory from the Conqueft. We fcarce
ever had a Prince, who by Fraud, or Vio-
lence, had not made fome Infringement
on the Conflitution. We fcarcé ever had
g Parliament which knew, when it at-

’ tempted
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~ tempted to fet Limits to the Royal Autho-.
rity, how to fet Limits to its own. Evils
we have had continually calling for Re-
formation, and Reformations more grie-
vous than any Evils. Our boafted Liberty
fometimes trodden down, fometimes gid-
dily fet up, and ever precarioufly fluGuat-
ing and unfettled ; it has been only kept
alive by the Blafts of continyal Feuds,,
Wars, and Confpiracies. In no Country
in Europe has the Scaffold fo often bluthed
with the Blood of its Nobility. Confif-
catipns, Banithments, Attainders, Execu-
tions, make a large Part of the Hxﬁory
of fuch of our Families as are not utterly
extinguithed by them. Formerly indeed
Things had a more ferocious Appearance
than they have at this Day. In thefe
early and unrefined Ages, the jarring Parts
of a certain chaotic Conftitution fupported
their feveral Pretenfions by the Sword, -
Experience and Policy have ﬁncé.,tajught,
pther Methods,

Res



[79]

_ak - s, ' :
Resvero nunc agitur tenui pulmone rubetee.
But how far Corruption, Venality, the Con-
tempt of Honour, the Oblivion of all Duty
to our Country, and the moft abandoned
publick Proftitation, are preferable to the
more glaring and violent Effe@s of Fac
tion, I will not prefume to determine,
Sure I am that they are very great Evils.

~ ¥ have done with the Forms of Govern-

- ment. During the Courfe of my Enquiry

you may have obferved a very material Dif-
ference between my Manner of Reafoning
and that which is in Ufe amongft. the
Abetors of artificial Society, They form
their Plans upon what feems moft eligible
to their Imaginations, for the.ordering of
Mankind, I difcover the Miftakes in thofe
Plans, from the real known Confequences
which have refulted from them. They
have inlifted Reafon to fight againft itfelf,
and employ its whole Force to prove that

- it is an infufficient Guide to them in the

Con-
p §
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Condu& of their Lives. But anhappily”
for us, in proportion as we have deviated
from the plain Rule of our Nature, and
turned our Reafon againft itfelf, in that
Proportion ‘have we increafed the Follies
and Miferies of Mankind. The more
deeply we penetrate into thie Labyrinth of
Art, the further we find ourfelves from
thofe Ends for which we entered it. This
has happened in almoft every Species of
Artificial Society, and in all Times., We
found, or we thought we found, an Incona
venience in having every Man the Judgé
of his own Caufe. Therefore Judges were
fet up, at firft with dxfcretxonary Powers:
‘But it was foon found a miferable Slavery
to have our Lives and Properties precari-
ous, and hanging upon the arbntrary De-
termination of any one Man, or Set of
Men. We flew to Laws as a Rcmedy fot
 this Evil. By thefe we perfuaded ourfelves
we might know with fome Certainty upon -
‘what Ground we ftood. But lo ! Differ=
ences arofe upon the Senfe and Interpretas

tion
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tion of thefe Laws. Thus we were brought
back to our-old Incertitude. New Laws
were made to expound the old; and new
Difficulties arofe upon the new Laws; as
Words multxphcd Opportumtles of cavil-
lmg upon them multiplied alfo. Then Re-
courfc was had to Notes Comments, Glof-
fes, chorts, Refponfa Prudentum, learned
" Readings: Eagle ftood agamﬁ Eagle : Au-
thority was fet up aoam& Authority.” Some
were allured by the modern; othérs reve-
renced the antient. The new were more
cnllghtcned the old were more venerable.
Some ddopted the Comment, others ftuck
to theText. The ‘Confufion increafed,
‘the Mift thickened, until it could be dif-
covered no longer ‘what was allowed or
forbldden, what Things ‘were in Property,
end what common, - In this Uncertainty,
'(uncertam even to the Profeflors, an Egyp-
tian Datknefs to the reft of Mankind): the
- " contending ‘Parties felt- thern(elies, morg
effectually ruined by the:Delay-than, they:

could hzve been by.the’ Injuftice of ,any
- M . Decifion.
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Decifion. - Our Inheritances are become a
Prize for Dif'putation ; and Difputes and
Litigations ate becomé an Inheritance. .

_The Profeflors of: Artificial Law have
always walked hand in hand with the¢ Pro-
feflors of Artificial Theology. As. their
End, in confounding the Reafon of Man,
and abridging his natural Freedom, is ex<
a@ly the fame, they have adjufted the
- Means. to that End in a Way entirely
fimilar, 'The Divine thunders out his
Anatbemas with more Noife and Terror
. againft the Breach of one of his pofitive
‘Inftitutions, or the Neglet of fome of hig
trivial Forms, than againft the Negle& or
Breach of thofe Duties and Command-~
ments of natural Religion, which by thefe
~ Forms and Inftitutions. he pretends to ens
force. The Lawyer has his Forms, and his

pofitive Inftitutions too, and he adheresto -

them with 2 Veneration. altogether as reli=.
gious, The worft Caufe cannot be fo pre-
judicial to ‘the Litigant, as. his. Advocate’s

S R or.
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or Attorney’s Ignorance or Negle& of thefe
Forms. A Law-fuit is like an ill-managed
Difpute, in which the firft Obje& is foon
out of Sight, and the Parties end upon a
‘Matter wholly foreign to that on which .
they began. In-a Law-fuit the Queftion
- 15, who has a Right to a certain Houfe or -
Farm? And this Queftion is daily deter-
mined, -not upon the Evidences of the
Right, 'but upon the Obfervance or Neg-
le& of fome Forms of Words in ufe with
- the Gentlemen of 'the Robe, about which
there is even amongft themfelves fuch a
Difagreement, that the moft experienced
Veterans in the Profeffion can never be po-
fitively aflured that they are not miftaken, -
- Let. us expoftulate with thefe learned
Sages, thefe Priefts of the facred Temple
of Juftice. Are we Judges of our own
Property 2 By nomeans. You then, who
are initiated into the Myfteries of the blind-
fold Goddefs, inform me whether I have
ngbt to cat the Bread I have earned by
M 2 thc
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the Hazird of my Life, or the Sweat of my
Brow? The grave Dottor anfwers me in
the Affirmative. - The reverend Serjeant
teplies in the Negative ; the learned: Bare
rifter reafons upon one fide and upon the
other, and concludes nothing. - What fhall
I do? An Antagonift ftarts up and. prefles
me hard. I enter the Field, and -retain
thefe three Perfons to defend my Caufe.
My Caufe, which two Farmers from the .
‘Plough could have decided in half an Houy,
takes the Court twenty Years. 1.am how-
ever at the end of my Labour, and have in
Reward for all my Toil and Vexation, a
‘Judgment in my Favour. But hold —a
“fagacious Commander, in the Adverfary's
Army has found a Flaw in the Proceeding,.
My Triumph is turned into Mourning. I
have ufed or, inftead of ¢nd, or fome Mif-
‘take, fmall in Appearance, but dreadful in
its Confequences, and have the whole of
‘my Succefs quathed in a Wnt of Error. 1

‘:'lemove my Suif ; I fhift from Court to - -

Court ; I fly' from Equxty to Law, and
o from
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from Law to Equity; equal Uncertainty
attends me every where: And a Miftake
in which I had no Share, decides at once
upon'my Liberty and Property, fending me
from the Court to a Prifon, and adjudging
‘my Family to Beggary and Famine. Iam
innocent, Gentlemen, of the Darknefs and
Uncertainty of your Science. I never dark-
‘ened it with abfurd and contradi®ory No-
‘tions, nor confounded it with Chicane and
‘Sophiftry. You have excluded me from
-any Share in the Conduét of my own Caufe;
the Science was too -deep for me; I ac-
-knowledged it; butit was too deep even
for yourfelves: You have made the way
fo intricate, that you are yourfelves loft in
it: You err, and you punifh me for your

‘Errors. ' ' v

- “The Delay of the Law is, your Lord
thip will tell me, a trite Topic, and which
of its Abufes have not been too feverely felt
‘not to be often complained of ? A Man’s
Property is to ferve for the Purpofes of his
Support ; and therefore to delay a Determi-
: nation
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nation concerning that, is the worft In-
juftice, becaufe it cuts off the very Ead
and Purpofe for which I applied to the
Judicature for Relief. Quite contrary in
Cafc of a Man’s Life, there the Determi=
nation can hardly be too much protra&ed.
Miftakes in this Cafe are as often fallea
into as in any other, and if the Judgment
is fudden,’ the Miftakes are the moft irre.
‘trievable of all others. Of this the Gentle-
- men of the Robe are themfelves {enfible,
and they have brought it into a Maxim.
De.morte bominis nulla-ef cuntatio longa.

But what could have jinduced them to re-

‘verfe the Rules, and to contradict. that
Reafon which diQtated them, I.am utterly
unable to guefs. A Paint concerning Pro-
perty, which ought, for the Reafons I juft
mentioned, td be moft fpeedily decided,
frequently exercifes the Wit of Succeffions
of Lawyers, for many Generations. Mul-
ta wirdm wvolvens durando fecule wvincit,
But the Queftion concerning a Man’s Life,
that great Queftion in which no Delay

' ought

g et — . O
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ought to be counted tedious, is commonly
determined in twenty-four Hours at the
utmoft. It is not to be wondered at, thag
Injuftice and Abfurdity thould- be ipfepa~
rable Companions,

Afk of Politicians the End for which
Laws were originally defigned ; and they
will anfwer, that the Laws were deﬁgned
as a-Protecion for the Poor and Weak,
againft the Oppreffion of the Rich and

" Powerful. But furely no Pretence can be

fo ridiculous; a Man might as well tell
me he has taken off my Load; becaufe he
has changed the. Burthen, If the poor
Man is not able to fupport his Suit, accord-
ing to the vekatious and expenfive manner
cftablithed in civilized Countries, ha$ not
the Rich as great an- Adlvantage over him
as'the Strong has over the Weak in a State
of Nature? But we will not place the
State of Nature, which is the Reign of
God;'in competition. with Political Society,
which. is the abfurd Ufurpation of Man.
In a State of Nature, it is true, thata Man

‘ of

4 .
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of fuperior Force may beat ot rob me; but
then it is true, that 1 am at full Liberty to
defend- myfelf, or make Reprifal by Sure
prize or by Cunning, or by any other way
in which I may be fuperior to him. But
in Political Society, a rich Man may rob
me in another way. I cannot defend my-
felf; for Money is the only Weapon - with
which we are allowed to fight. And if I
attempt to avenge myfelf, the whole Force
of that Society is ready to complete my
Ruin. - i

A good Parfon once faid, that” where
Myftery begins, Religion ends. Cannot I
fay, as truly at leaft, of human Laws,
that where Myftery begins, Juftice ends?
It is hard to fay, whether the DoQors of
Law or Divinity have made the greater
Advances in the lucrative Bufinefs of My-
fterv. The Lawvers, as well as the Theo-
logians, have eredted another Reafen be-
fides Natural Reafoa; ani the Refult has
been, anxher Juftice befides Natural ju-
ft:ce.  They have io bewildered the World

and
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tnd themfelves in unieaning Forms and
Ceremomes, and fo pcrplcxcd the plainett |
Matters with metaphyfical Jargon, that it
carries the higheft Danget to a Man out
of that Profeffion, to make the leaft Step
without their Advice and Affiftance. Thus
by confining to themfelves the Knowledge
_of the Foundation of all Mens Lives and
Properties, they have reduced all Mankind
into the moft abje@ and fervile Depen-
dence. We are Tenants at the Will of
thefe Gentlemen for every thing ; and a
metaphyfical Quibble is to decide whe-
ther the greateft Villain bredthing fhall
meet his Deferts, or efcape with Impunity,
or, whether the beft Man in the Society
thall not be réduced to the loweft and
moft defpicable Condition it affords. Ina
word, my Lorp, the Injuftice, Delay, Pu-
erility, falfe Refinement, and affected My-
ftery of the Law are fuch; that many who
live under it come to admire and énvy the
Expedition, Simplicity, and Equality of ar-
bitrary Judgments. I need infift the lefs
' v N ' on
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on this Artxcle to your Lordﬂnp, as you'
have fthuently lamented the Miferies de-
nve.d to-us from Artificial Law, and your
Candor is the more o be admired and ap-
 plauded. in this, as your Lordfhip’ s noble
Houfe has derived its Wealth and its Ho-
nours from that Profeffion. -

Before we ﬁmﬂi our Examination of Ar-
tifical Society, I fhall lead your Lordfhip
into a clofer Confideration of the Relations
which it gives Birth to, and the Benefits,
if fuch they are, whnch refult from thefe
Relations. Thc moft obvious Divifion of
Socxety is into Rich and Poor ; and it is
no lefs obvlous, that the Number of thc
formcr bear 2 oreat lepropornon to thofe
of the latter. Thc whole Bufinefs of the

~ Poor isto adrmmﬁcr to the Idlenefs, Folly,
and Luxury of the RLch and that of the

Rich, in returp, isto ﬁnd the beﬁ Methads
of conﬁrmxpg the Slwery and mcscaﬁng
the Burthens of the Poor. In a State of
Nature, it is an mvanable Law, that a

Man s
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Man’s Acquxﬁtxons are in proportion to his
‘Labours. In a State of Artificial Society,
it is a Law as conftant and as invariable,
that' thofe who labour moft, enjoy the
feweft Things ; and that thofe who labour
not at all, have the greétc(’c Number of En-
joyments. A Conftitution of Things this,
firange and ridiculous beyond Expreffion.
We fcarce belieye a thing when we are
© told it, which we a&ually fee -before our
~ Eyes every Day without being in the leaft
furprized. I fuppofe that there 'are in
Great-Britain vpwards of an hundred
thoufand People employed in Lead, Tin,
Iron, Copper, and Coal Mines ; thefe un-
_happy Wretches fearce ever fee the Light
_of the Sun ; they are buried in the Bowels
~of the Earth ; there they work at a fevere
" and difmal Tafk, without the leaft Pro-
fpect of being delivered from it 5 they fub-
fiit upon the coarfeft and worft fort of
" Fare; thcy have their Health mxfcrably
impaired, and their Lives cut fhort, by be~
ing pcrpetua]ly confined in the clofe Va-

N 2 pour



[ 921
g hefc malignant Minerals. An

pour & g Jroufand more at leaft are tortu-
hundrS out Remiffion by the fuffocating
red W3 . genie Fires, and conftant Drud-
Smoak,

" ce 43ary in refining aqd ma’nag_ing
g=ry BT LTS of thofe Mines. If any Man
O

toe Y s that two hundred thoufand
b{xmca P orions were condemned to fo in-

1200ce2® T, cery, how fhould we pity the

foeeines Z;ﬁ—:ﬁrg and how great would

,_;;‘:.:J;?}'_ :,' f=Jignation againft thofe wha

te oof 1T =<l and ignominious a Pu-

! 1Tl "3 TS is 2a Indznce, I could
| raraimine - g

cer, of the numberlefs
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thofe other Employments, thofe Stations
of Wretchednefs and Contempt in which
Civil Society has placed the numerous En--
Jans perdus of her Army. Would any ra-
tional Man fubmit to one of the moft tole-
rable of thefe Drudgeries, for all the arti-
ficial Enjoyments which Policy has made
to refult from them? By nomeans. And
yet need 1 fuggeft to your Lordfhip, that
thofe who find the Means, and thofe who
arrive at the End, are not at all the fame
Perfons. On confidering the ftrange and
unaccountable Fancies and Contrivances of
artificial Reafon, I have fomewhere called
this Earth the Bedlam of our Syftem.
Looking now upon the Effe@ts of fome
of thofe Fancies, may we not with equal
Reafonr call it likewife the Newgate, and
the Bridewell of the Univerfe. Indeed the
Blindnefs of one Part of Mankind co-ope-
rating with the Frenzy and Villany of the
other, has been the real Builder of this re-
fpectable Fabric of political Society : And
as thc Blindnefs of Mankind has caufed
- their
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their Slavery, in Return their State of Sla- -
wery is made a Pretence for continuing
them in a State of Blindnefs ;. for the Po-
litician will tell you gravely, that their
Life of Servitude difqualifies the greater
Part of the Race of Man for a Search of
‘Truth, and fupplies them with no other
than mean and .infufficient Ideas. This is
but too true ; and this is one of the Rea-
Jons for which I blame fuch ln,f"ci't'utions.‘

In a Mifery of this Sort, 'ad,mit'tigg‘
fome few Lenities, and thofe too but a.
few, nine Parts in ten of the wholc Race
of Mankmd drudge through ] foc. It may
be urged perhaps, in palhatlon ' of this,
that, at leaft, the rich Few find aconﬁder-
able and real Bencﬁt from the Wrctched-
nefs of the Many But is th;s foin fa&?
- Let us examine the Point_with a little
more Attention.- For this Purpofc the
Rlch in all Societies may be thrown into
two Claffes. The firft is of thofe who are
Powerful as well as Rich, and conduct the

Ope-
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Operations of the vaft political Machine.
"The other is of thofe who employ their
Riches wholly in thé Acquifition of Plea-
fure. 'As to the firft Sort, their continual
Care, and Anxiety, their toilfome Days,
and fleeplefs Nights, are next to proverbial.
Thefe Circumftances are fufficient almoft
to level their Condition to that of the un-
happy Majority ; byt theré are other Cir-
cumftances which placé them in a far
lower Condition. Not only their Under-
' ﬁandings labour continually, which is the
fevereft Labour, but their Hearts are torn
by the worft, moft troublefome, and infa-
tiable of all Paffions, by Avarice, by Ambi-
tion, by Fcar and Jealoufy. No part of
the ‘Mind has Reft. Power gradually ex-
tirpates from the Mind every humane and
. gentle Virtue. Pity, Benevolence, Friend-
'ﬂaip are Things almoft unknown in high
Stations, Perae amicitie rariffime inveni-
untur in iis qui in bonoribus reque publica
verfantur, fays Cicero. And indeed, Caurts
are the Schools thre Cruelty, Pride, Dif-

ﬁmulanon
4
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fimulation and Treachery are ftudied and
taught in the moft vicious Perfection.
‘This is a Point {o clear and acknowledge'd,
that if it did not make a neceflary Part of
my Subject, I fhould pafs it by entirely.
And this has hindered me from drawing
at full length, and in the moft firiking
Colours, this thacking Picture of the De-
generacy and Wretchednefs of human Na-
ture, in that Part which is valgarly thought
 its happieft and moft amiable State. You
know from what Originals I could copy
fuch Pictures. Happy are they who know
‘enough of them to know the little Value
of the Poffeflors of fuch Things, and of «
all that they poflefs ; and happy they who
“have been fnatched from that Poft of Dan-
ger which they occupy, with the Remains

of their Virtue; Lofs of Honours, Wealth,
" Titles, and even the Lofs of one’s Country,
is nothing in Balance with fo great an Ad-
vantage. ‘ "

- Let us now view the other Species 6f
the Rich, thofe who devote theit Time
and
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ahd Fortines to Idlenefs and Pleafure:
How much happier are they? The Pleas
fures which are agreeable to Nature are
withiti the reach of all, and therefore can
form no Diftinétion in favour of the Richs
The Pleafures which Art forces up are fel-
dom fincere, and never fatisfying. What
is worfe; this conftant Application to Pleas
fure takes away from the Enjoyment, or fa-
ther turns it into the Nature of 4 very bur=
thenforie and laBorious Bufinefs, It has
bonfequences much more fatal. It pro-
duces 2 weak valetudinary State of Body,
atterided by all thfe horrid Diforders, and
yet inore horrid Methdds of Cure, which
arethe Refult of Luxury ont one hand, and
the weak and ridiculous Efforts of human
Art on the othér. The Pleafures of fuch
Me,n, are Tearlely felt as Pleafures ; at the
‘famé time that they bring on Pains and
Difeafes, which are fe}t but too feverely.
The Mind has its Share of the Misfortune 5
it grows lazy and ‘enervate, anwilling and
unable to fearch for Truth, and utterly uns
‘capable of knowing, much lefs of relithing

o ' real
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real Happinefs. - The Poor by their ex-
ceffive Labour, and the Rich by their enor-
mous. Luxury, . are fet upon a Level, . and

- rendered equally ignorant of any Know-

ledge which might conduce to their Hap-
pinefs. A difmal View of the Interior of
all Civil Society. The lower Part broken
and ground down: by the moft cruel Op-
“preflion; and the Rich by their artificial
Method of Life bringing worfe Evils on
themfelves, than their Tyranny could pof-

fibly inflict on thofe below them. Very

. different is the Profpec of the Natural

‘State. . Here there are no Wants whxch

) Nature gives, and in this State Men can

‘be fenfible of no other Wants, which are
not to be fupplied by a very moderate De-
gree of Labour ; therefore there is no Sla-
‘very. Neither is there any Luxury, becaufe
‘no fingle Man can fupply the Materials of
it. Lifeis ﬁmple, and therefore it is happy.

Iam confc;ous, my LORD, that your

- Politician will urge in his Defence, that

- this
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this unequal State is highly nfeful. That
without dooming fome Part of Mankind to
extraordinary Toil, the Arts which culti-
vate Life could not be exercifed. But I
demand of this Politician, how fuch Arts
came to be neceffary ? He anfwers, that
Civil Society could not well exift without
them. So that thefe Arts are neceflary to
Civil Society, and Civil Society neceffary
again to thefe Arts. Thus running in a
Circle, without Modefty, and without End,
and making one Error and Extrav'agancé
an Excufe for the other. My Sentiments
about thefe Arts and their Caufe, I have
often difcourfed with my Friends at large.
Pope has exprefled them in good Verfe,
where he talks with fo much Force of
. Reafon and Elegance of Language in Praife
of the State of Nature:

Then was not Pride, nor Arts that Pride
to aid, -

Man walk’d with Beaft, Jomt-tcnant of
the Shade.

Oa On
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Qn the whole, my Lorp,. if Palitical
Society, in whatever Farm, has ftill made
the Many the Property of the Few ; if it

has introduced Labours unpeceflary, Vices . -

and Difeafes ynknawn, apd Pleafyres in-
compatible with Nature; if in all Couns
tries it abridges the Lives of Millions, and
renders thofe of Millions more utterly ah-
je& and miferable, fhall we ftill worthip
fo deftrucive an Idol, and daily facriﬁcé
to it our Health, our Liberty, and our
Peace? Or fhall we pafs by this monftrous
Heap of abfurd Nations, -and abominable
' Practices, thinking wg have fufficiently dif-
charged our Duty in expofing the trifling
Cheats, and ridiculous Juggles of a few
mad, defigning, or ambitious Priefts? Alas)
my Logrp, we labour under a mortal Con-
fumption, whilft we are fo anxious about
the Cure of a fore Finger. For has not -
this Leviathan of Civil Power overflowed
the Earth with a Deluge of Blood, as if he,
were made to difport and play therein {
We have thewn, that Political Society, on

4
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a moderate Calculation, has been the
Means of murdering feveral times thc
Number of Inhabitants now upon the
Earth, durmg its fhort Exiftence, not up-
wards of four thoufand Years in any Ac-
counts to be depended an. But we have
faid - nothing of the other, and perhaps
as bad Confequence of thefe Wars, which
have fpilled fuch Seas of Blood, and re-
duced fo many Millions to a mercilefs Sla.v
performcd in the Porch of the polx_tlcaj
Femple. Much more horrid ones are feen
as you enter it. The feveral Species of
Government vie with each other in the
Abfurdity of their Conftitutions, and the
Oppreflion which they make their Sub_]e&s
* endure. Take them under what Form you
pleafe, they are in effe@ but a Defpotifm,
and they fall, both in Effe@ and Appcar.-
ance, too, after a very thort Period, into
that cruel and deteftable Species of Ty
ranny ; which I rather call it, becaufe we
“have been cducatcd under’ another Form,

than
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than that this is of worfe Confequences to
Mankind. For the free Governments, for
the Point of their Space, and the Moment
of their Duration, have felt more Confu-
- fion, and committed more flagrant A&s of
Tyranny, than the moft perfe& defpotic
Governments which we have ever known,
Turn your Eye next to the Labyrinth of
the Law, and the Iniquity conceived in its
intricate Receffes. Confider the Ravages
committed in the Bowels of all Common-
wealths by Ambition, by Avarice, Envy,
Fraud, open Injuftice, and pretended
Friendfhip; Vices which could draw lit-
tle Support from a’State of Nature, but
which blofflom and flourith in the Rank-
nefs of political Society. Revolve our
whole Difcourfe ; add to it all thofe Re-
fle@ions which your own good Under-
‘ftanding fhall fuggeft, and make a ftrenu-
ous Effort beyond the Reach of vulgar
Philofophy, to confefs that the Caufe of
Artificial Society is more defencelefs even
than that of Artificial Religion ; that it is

as
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as derogatory- from .the Honour of the
Creator, -as- fubverfive of human Reafon,
and productive of infinitely more Mifchief
to the human Race.

_ If :pretcndeci Revelations have caufed
Wars where they were oppofed, and Sla-
very where they were received, the pre-
tended wife Inventions of Pohtxctans have
done the fame. - But the Slavery has been |
much heavier, the Wars far more bloody,
and both more univerfal by many Degrees.
Shew me any Mifchief produced by the
Madnefs or Wickednefs of Theologians,
and I will thew you an hundred, refulting
from the Ambition and Villainy of Con-
querors and Statefmen. Shew me an Ab-
furdity in Religion, I will undertake to
fhew you an hundred for .one in political
Laws and Inftitutions. If you fay, that
Natural Religion is a fufficient Guide with-
out the foreign Aid of Revelation, on what
Principle thould Political Laws become ne-
ceffary ? Is not the fame Reafon available
in
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i Thcology and in Politics? If the Lawé
of Natdre iré th¢ Laws of God, is it con=
fiftent With the Divine Wildoih to pre-
fcribe Rules to us, and leave the Enforcc&
ment of them to the F olly of human In<
fitutions? Will you follow Truth but to
a ccrtam Pomt? '

We are -indebted for a}l our foco
sies to our Diftruft of that'Guide, which
Providence thought fufficient for our Cons
dition, our own natural Reafon, which
rqe&mg both in human and divine Things,
we have given our Necks to the Yoke
of political and theological Slavery. We
have renounced the Prerogative of
Man, and it 3 no Wonder that wg
fhould be-treated like Beafts. But our
Mifery is much greater than theirs, as the
Crime we commit in reje@ing the lawful
Dominion of. aur Reafon is greater than
any which they can commit. If after all,
you fhould confefs all thefe Thmgs, yot
plead the Neceflity of political Intitutions,
-weak and wicked as they are, I can argue
with equal, perhaps fuperior Force con-

cerning



[ 105]

cerning the Neceffity of artificial Religion ;
and every Step you advance in your Argu-
ment, you add a Strength .to mine. So
that if ‘we are refolved to fubmit our Rea-
fon and our Liberty to civil Ufurpation,
we have nothing to do but to conform as

quietly as we can to the vulgar Notions.
which are connetted with this, and take

up the Theology of the Vulgar as well as

their Politics. But if we think this Necef-

fity rather imaginary than real, we fhould

renounce their Dreams of Society, together

with their Vifions of Religion, and vindi-

cate ourfelves into perfe@ Liberty.

- You are, my Lorp, but juft entering
into the World ; 1 am going out of it. I
have played long enough to be heartily
tired of the Drama. Whether I have a@&ed
my Part in it well or ill, Pofterity will
judge with more Candor than I, or than
the prefent Age, with our prefent Paffions,
can poffibly pretend to, For my part,
I quit it without a Sigh, and fubmit to the

P Sovereign



Digitized by GOOS[Q



	Front Cover
	A ...
	Guide. It finds out imaginary. Beinge ...
	[*] ...
	(7) ...
	her Syltem, by Compliance with our ...
	[91 ...
	Army muſt have ſuffered greatly';, and ...
	ening and improving the Myſtery of ...
	? ...
	1 ...
	i ...
	that the Nobles have been obliged to ...
	actually ſold every Man of the five ...



