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TO HIS

Rovar. HiGHNESS,

FREDERIC

PRINCE of W ALES.

S IR,

N prefuming to lay the following
Work before Your Royal Highnefs,

1 am encouraged by the dignity of the
fubje&, by the great name of TaciTus,
and, by the fincerity of my own heart,
confcious of honeft and loyal intentions,
and fincerely attached to the 1ntereft of
Your Illuftrious Family, as well as un-
A2 feignedly
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feignedly devoted to that of Your Perfon:
Bur what gives me higher affurance, is
a perfuafion, that no attempt to ferve
and vindicate the caufe of Liberty can
fail of being countenanced by Your
Royal Highnels. Such countenance is
worthy of a Prince of the Houle of Ha-
nover, worthy of an Heir Apparent to
the Britifh Crown. Since this Caufe is
~ the noble foundation of Your Royal
Father’s Government, as we firmly hope
it will be the glory of Yours, and as it
is indeed the genuine glory of all Princes,
glory arifing from a true, a god-like
fource, even the well-being of Society
and the general good of man. It is
what all good and wife Princes will
purfue, as the fureft bulwark of their
Throne, as the brighteft ornament in
their Crown, and the beft warrant for

future praife.
INDEED ever fuitable to the {pirit and
‘reign of a Prince will be his fame when
he ceafes to reign.  After his death, men
will ufe him as he in his life-time ufed
| them,
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them, with refentment or applaufe, with
honour or reproach. A living Prince
who is hated may be flattered, perhaps
the more flatcered for being hated, as
flattery is often no more than a difguife
for averfion, at leaft for the want of
affection ; and, the groffer it is, the more
it anfwers the end.  Nay, every Prince
in the world would f{urely abhor all flac-
terers, if he confidered that whoever
Hatters him muft needs alfo contemn
him : Since it can never be fuppoled,
that any would venture to miflead him
by vile arts to gain felfifh ends, unleis
they entertained withal a very mean
opinion of his underflanding. But when
deach, which flatters no man, has bereft
him of his power and luftre, when he
is laid low, and can no longer terrify
or prefer, flattery which only followed
his fortune, and ftudied to deceive him
for intereft, will, like all falfe friends,
defert his memory. Then, though per-
haps he was never told that he had any
faules ( whereas from fome no man was

A3 ever
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ever exempt ) a thoufand will probably
be objected to him, perhaps with many
invidious aggravations. Even they who
had fed him with conftant incenfe, and
long blinded him with the fmoke of it,
inftead of now vindicating one whom
fo lately they adored, will perhaps join
in the cry againft him, and be foremoft
in upbraiding him with errors which they
would never fuffer him to fee, probably
caufed him to commit.

SucH, Sir, is the experience to be
learned from Hiftory, fuch the ufeful lef-
fons which it affords to Princes. They
will there fee that, where fear or intereft
governs the hearts of men, guile will be
apt to guide their tongues, and that, as
it is in the power of Princes to hurt or
oblige numbers, there will always be
numbers - ready to deceive them; and
they can hope to hear plain truth but
from very few ; that there have been
fome, indeed too many, who feem never
to have heard any truch at all, at leaft,
where it was of any importance to their

duty
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duty and government, though it o nearly
concerned them ; becaufe from their hear-
ing or not hearing it, infinitc good or
infinite evil was to redound to their
people, as well as to their own quiet
and fame.

Hexce Hiftory is to be carefully
confulted as a faithful Monitor, upon
which nor awe nor hopes have any in~
fluence; a Monitor which nakedly re-
prefents the actions of Princes and the
refult of thofe actions, what mealures
tended to their credit and eafe, what to
their anguifh and difhonour; how liable
they arc to be deceived, how readily
abandoned by deceivers; how feveral
very good men proved very bad Princes,
by being mifled by evil fervanes, fuch
as carefully deprived them of the coun-
fel and affiftance of the beft; and how
- differently men fpeak of Princes and to
Princes, how differently of the living and
of the dead. And hence may be feen
the apparent, the precious value of truth,
how many have been undone for want

A 4 of
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of hearing it, how many might have
profpered better had they known i.

From - Hiftory a Prince will difcern,
that a Country well governed does well
reward and fecure its Governor, but that
by evil Government he is precluded
from all tranquillity here, and from any
honourable name hereafter : That what-
ever deftroys his people is deftructive to
himfelf, for they are his glory and
ftrength.  So that in taking an affec-
tionate care of his people he does but
fortify his Throne, of which they are the
beft guards; does but procure his own
eafe and ftability, and purchafe an ex-
cellent and unperifhing name.

IT will be there learned that he may
indeed find men to ferve him even
where his commands are unjuft : bu,
befides that fervices which are difliked
are feldom chearfully performed, they
who perform them will firft or laft, to
excufe themfelves, throw all the blame
and fcandal upon him. He will find

that of jult commands only no Prince
has
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has any caufe to be afhamed ; and that
all honeft fervices every honeft man wiil
be forward to %xecute, all men ready
to juftify : That between the intereft of
a Prince who adts juftly, and the in-
tereft of his people there can never be
any competition or difagreement : That
whatever he gains from them unjuftly,
will yield him bitter fruits; that though
many will be ready to humour him at
all adventures, none are firc; none wor-
thy to ferve him, but fuch as in ferving
him ftudy alfo the happinefs of his fub-
~je&ts; that to exhauft or opprefs them,
to vitiate and debafe them, can never be
for his intereft, nor fuch as do it for
him or advife him to do it, his real
friends : That whatever meafures of his
injure the Public, muft be injurious to
him, and that nothing which is unjuft
can bring him any real advantage.

He will fee that, in the nature and
ordinary courfe of things, evil counfels
are followed by painful confequences,
and that no purfuits whatever which are

not
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not worthy and upright, can fecure reft
and comfort to the hyman foul : That
the moft fuccefstul conquerors, the moft
fortunate wicked men, have by their
wicked counfels been bereft of all calm-
nefs and internal felicity (for, other than
internal there is none) and lived under
perpetual infecurity, or perpetual ftrug-
gles and anxiety : Thac the great, the
able and accomplifhed Carsar was
often preffed by diftrels and defpair,
teady to fly his Country, threatened
with being tried and condemned as a
Public Criminal, ready to fall upon his
own {word; and that after a reftlefs
life, full of hurry and perplexity, full
of fears and cares, he perifhed juft as he
had eftablifhed his Tyranny, though
with it he could not eftablifh his own
happinefs : That whoever makes num-
bers unhappy and difcontented, cannot
expect to be eafy and happy himfelf:
That happy, truly happy, is he who
does good to all men, who caufes whole

Nations to rejoice and to blefs him :
That
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That had CaEsAR, in order to pre.
ferve and fecure Public Liberty, done
what he did to deftroy it, had he for
this glorious end exerted the fame indu-
ftry and admirable talents, what an
amiable character he had been, in what
fecurity he might have lived ! or that he
had certainly died in renown, however
he had died.

Hisrory will {hew, that the moft
powerful Princes in the world grow in-
fecure as foon as they grow oppreflive;
when fo great a Monarch as Joun Ba-
siLowiTz of Mufcovy, he who held
States {o vaft in extent, and authority
without bounds, could negortiate as he
did, with the Embaflador of our greater
Queen EL1zABETH (greater becaufe bes
loved, and obferving the Laws) for a
retreat and protection in England under
an apprehenfion of being expelled from
his own Kingdom; a fate which he
daily dreaded, though he had many flac-
terers who applauded all his oppreffions
and errors, efpecially his extreme bigo-

uy



xi DEDICATION.

try to Saints and Mafles : That thus in-
fecure, thus miferable and fearful did
the rigor of his Government and over-
much Power render him; and in fuch
fafety and credit did that excellent
Qucen reign, becaufe her Throne was
eﬁabhﬂxcd in Liberty and Righteoulnefs.
She might have faid with the renowned
Emperor Cyrus, that fhe could not
conceive how a Prince could fail of be-
ing beloved, if he ferioufly endeavoured
to be fo..

As in Hiftory a Prince will fee caufe
for not diftrufting his faithful fervants,
fince from overmuch diffidence, as well
~ as from overmuch confidence, he may
alike hurt himfelf; he will likewife per-
ceive the neceflity of infpecting his own
affairs, and of not trufting blindly to
Others He will fee what a mean figure
fuch Princes made, who lazily tran(-
ferred -their great oFﬁcc to Favourites,
will fee their uneafy and unfortunate
reigns. From hence he will make the
fame obfervation which ScuAn ABBAs

the
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the Emperor of Perfia made to a crea-
ture of his, who told him, that he de-
graded the Royal Majelty by being feen
too much by his peoplc “ No, faid

¢ that able Prince: It is owmg to the
“ tricks and frauds of Flatterers, that a
“ Prince is fhut up in folitude, whence
“ they themfelves may have the more
fcope to tyrannize in his Name. He
who would truly reign, muft fee all,
“ and dire& all.” He will find caurc
for giving up guilty Minifters to the juft
complamts of his fubjes, and for fup-
. porting the innocent againft all the cla-
mours of faction, fince the beft may be
traduced, and the bad, to fave them-
felves, may ruin him.

HE will there learn, that all the do-
ings of -a Prince, however ftudioufly
concealed, are in danger of being com-
monly known that all his purfulrs
counfels, and pleafunes are likely in
time to be publithed and canvafled,
probably mifconftrued, and judged with
noor That to all his a&lons to all his
: words

[{
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words, there will be many officious wit~
nefles, many greedy, perhaps unfaith-
ful lifteners ; That this is a lot unfepa-
rably annexed to an elevated ftate ; and
thence he will be convinced how much
it concerns him to do and to fay no-
thing unworthy of = himfelf, nothing
juftly to offend his People.

He will find the nobleft defigns for
the Public Good often marred by ma-
lignant fpitits, through private pique
and the gracification of a particular paf-
fion ; find one man, or party of men,
frequently combining to diftrefs, per-
haps to deftroy their Country. becaufe
another man, or party of men, was em-

loyed to ferve it or to fave it. He
will find perfonal and domeftic feuds
often producing popular factions, and
even convulfions in the State, fuch as
have threatened its downfal; like the
firt quarrel betweea Livius Drusus
and SER viL1Us CAEPIO at Rome, in the
time of the Commonwealth, a quarrel
that rent all the City into angry Parties.

Yes
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Yet from what mighty caufe did i
begin? From no other than that the
two families happened to bid upon one
another for a Gold Ring at an Auétion.
Hence he will learn to ftifle betimes the
beginning of faction in the State.

He will find that a Prince trufting to
flattery and furrounded with flatcerers,
is often long hated before he knows that
he is not beloved, nay, whillt he is per-
fuaded that he 1s. Hence he will re-
folve to beware of fuch as are always
foothing him, refolve, in order to gain
the love of his People, to do things
which fhall convince them that he loves
them, as the fureft way of making them
love him, and of knowing that they do.

He will perceive that all the goods
of Fortune are tranfient and perifhing,
that Fortune, even when fhe fmiles moft,
may prove untoward and defert him,
like that of the great Kings of Babylon,
NEBUCHADNEZZAR and BELSHAZ-
zAR, who, whilft fecure of their power,
boafting in their might, and refigned to

luxury
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luxury and banquetting, felc a terrible
reverfe, the one degraded, the other
flain. He will find, cthat of all the fe-
licities of this world, and ‘amongft all
its pofleffions, Virtue alone is that which
can never perifh, never forfake him.
Nor power nor youth, nor pleafure
can be ftayed or fecured againft ma-
lice, and time, and accidents. But
Virtue is a fure fupport, always pre-
fent and unchangeable, above envy,
above rage and fate. Even he who pe-
rifhes for his Virtue, is happier than one
who by opprefling Virtue acquires Em-
pires.-
- By Virtue Your Royal Highnefs will
eafily conceive to be here underftood the
folid and extenfive Virtue of a Prince,
fuch as prompts him to do good to all
men, fuch as reftrains him from injuring
any, and not an unmanly fondnefs for
fanciful obfervances and forms, nor a
propenfity to monkifh devotions, nor
his foftering and enriching Hypocrites
and Bigots; things which fuch men ge-
nerally



DEDICATION. Xvii

nerally mifcall by that venerable name,
or at leaflt conftder as equivalents for
the want of it in other and more im-
portant inftances, to the notable mif-
uidance, and fometimes to the ruin of
Kings, fuch efpecially as were devour,
but tyrannical, and by humouring Bi-
gots, were encouraged in their Tyranny.
He will find, that as true Valour is
a glorious quality, which has no other
aim than the welfare of Society, and the
chaftifement of fuch as difturb it; fo a
wanton Spiric of fighting and conguer-
ing is always mifchievous to the world,
without bringing him who has it any
folid advantages, but always much guilt,
danger and difquier 5 chat it proves ge-
nerally pernicious to himfelf, almoft
ever deftru@tive to the conquered: That
fuch diffufive mifchief is bur diffufive
infamy, though he may judge o ill as
to aim at public adoration and fame;
and that it were defirable, for the quiet
and welfare of human-kind, that fuch
romantic Deftroyers, fuch fanguinary
Vou. IIL b Luna-
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Lunatics, were locked up in Mad-houfes,
or in Dens, with their lefs mifchicvous
brethren, poflefled wich humbler diftrac-
tion, and fatiated with lefs blood.
- He will fee much, ground for ap-
proving the advice of Iso€r ATEs, not
to envy Princes who poflefs vaft terri-
tories, but enly to emulate fuch as
kanow how to preferve and improve their
own. He will be convinced, that Princes
who have the fmalleft Dominions, have
enough to do, if they will do it well;
and that vaft Empires, inftead of grow-
ing more flourithing and populous, grow
generally Defarts.  He will perceive the -
unfpeakable advantages of public Li-
berty; the fingular profperity of Free
States, how fupetior to fuch as are not
free, 1n Scrength, People, and Wealth;
that- all chefe advantages accrue to the
Prince, whenever he wants them for
public ends; and that no other ends can
he have, if he confult his duty and glory,
fince in promoting the felicity of his
State both his glory and his duty are
‘ S ~ found:
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ound : That he who feparzites himfelf

from his People, can only ecarn infecu-
rity and reproach; nor aught elfe' can
he expect but reproach, and the fevereft,
if he ftrive againft the happinefs of his
Subjects, and bring mifery upon thofe
whom he is bound to cherifh and pro-
tect. He will confider what anguifh ic
muft be ro a Prince whole Subjects are
opprefled and enflaved, to fee how in-
finitely fuch as are free furpals his, to
compare their plenty and eafe with the
poverty and meannefs of his own. He
will find fmall Free States contending
~againft great Empires with {uperior
Prowels and Might; find a fingle City
baffling the efforts of mighty abfolute
Kings, like that of Seleucia, which for
feveral -years together repulfed the whole
power of Parthia; and that Tacitus
had reafon to fay, that the Romans had
always found the Germans, who were
ever a free People, a much more terri-
ble ‘enemy than the mighty Parthian
Monarchy.

S b2 Your
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Your Royal Highnefs is born to
govern a People the moft free upon
earth, a People always free, yet always
obedient to Royal Authority tempered
by Laws, but ever impatient of en-
croachments and oppreflion.  This is
the character given them by TaciTus
fixteen hundred years ago, ¢ That they
“ chearfully complied with the levies
of men, with the impofition of Tii-
“ bute, and with all the dudes of Go-
“ vernment, provided they received no
¢ illegal treatment or infules from their
“ Governors: for, thofe they bore with
impatience ; nor had they been any
“ farther fubdued by the Romans; than
“ only to obey juft Laws, but never
to fubmit to be Slaves.” ‘
Sucs, Sir, was the Genius of the Bri-
tith People then, fuch it has continued,
and fuch it remains: They werealways
peaceable Subjects to Princes who ob-
ferved the Laws, very unealy and dif-
contented under fuch as fet themfelves
above Law, and therefore loft all by

grafpi ng

(41
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grafping at too much.  As long as the
chiet Ruler kept his Oath, the people kepr
their Allegiance, generally longer. They
have been always fond of Monarchy mo-
delled and limited by Laws. Nor does
{uch limitation infer any infufficiency or
defect in this fort of Government, but
only that the Monarch is fecured againft
committing errors, and fuffering for them,
from hurting himfelf and his people. It
15 undoubtedly the moft defirable and
complete form that the good fortune of
men has hitherto produced, or their wit
been capable of contriving, and allows
all the Liberty and Protection which Sub-
jeéts can want from Government, all the
true Grandeur and Dignity which Princes
can defire from Empire, even the unli-
mited Power of doing good. Of more
Liberty than it affords us we are hardly
capable, and an endeavour to extend it
much further might break it: As indeed
Liberty, as well as Power, then always
ceafes to be fecure, whenever it is turned
nto licentioufnefs. No civilized Natio

b3 in
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in the World enjoys fo much; nor is there
any Governmeat exifting,where the malice
of men in Power has lels {cope than here,
or fewer opportunities of diftrefling or
deftroying fuch as they diflike.

“Tuis Conftitution has indeed been
often fhaken, fometimes oppreffed 5 but
having its foundations very deep and
firong, it fill recovered its ancient
frame and vigour, to (its own honour,
and to the lafting contumely, often to
the ruin, of fuch as had crufhed ic: The

ower of the Crown, and the privileges
of ‘the Subjeéts, are fortunately propor-
tioned.  They have Liberty enough to
make them happy : The Crown has au-
thority enough to ‘maintain and increale
that happinels, and therefore poffefles all
thé glory which can adorn a Crown.
This is the true and fubftantial renown
of Princes.  Any other renown than this
is all adulterate and forged; nor could
there be greater vanity than that of a
late enterprizing Monarch, who pre-
tended to high glory, theugh to gain it he

T T was
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was beggaring and. opprefling his Sub-
jects. A Prince can then truly boaft
his glory, when his People can boaft their
freedom and eafe. This, Sir, is the lot
with which we are now blefled under the
mild and jult Government of Your Royal
Father; and, when he has finifhed his
Reign with great renown, and length of
days, we fee much caufe for prefuming
npon the fame happy lot from the Reign
of Your Royal Highnels.

As in the following Hiftory, compofed
by a man of extraordinary wifdom, there
are found many excellent rules and lef-
fons for the condu& of Princes, with
many affeCting warnings taken from the
ill fate of fuch as obferved not thefe rules,
I humbly prefent it to Your Royal High-
nefs.  This I do with very affeGtionate
zeal for your interelt and honour, and
am utterly unbiaffed by any fuch mo-
tives as ufually produce Dedications to
Princes. The whole of my requeft and
ambition is, that this Addrefs, and the
following Hiftory and Difcourfes, may

b 4 be
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be gracioufly accepted, and that to
myfelf may be allowed the honour of
being ever efteemed; what I fincerely
am, wich intire ducv, {ubmiffion and
xcfpc&

SIR,

2our RoYAL HIGHNESS's

MQ/Z Humble,.
Moft Dutiful, and

Moft Obedient Servant,

T. GorDON.
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THE
INTRODUCTION.

W NOW acquit myfelf of my engagement to the
I Public, by fending abroad the remaining Works
of TAc1tus tranflated into Englifh. In this
fecond Volume I have followed the fame method as
in the firft; allowing for the difference of ftile in the
Original 3 for that of the Hiftory is more eloquent
and founding than that of the Annals$. though both
~ Works are equally grave, equallyabounding in ftrong
fenfe and beautiful refletions, fuch as at ence con=
vince the underftanding, affect the heart; and pleafe
the imagination: Proofs of the powet of good
writing, and indeed of its utmoft perfection. A
very fine ftile may be very languid 3 very lively
expreflion may have very little force 5 very grave
reafonings fhay be far fhort of perfuading; But
when a writer at the fame time delights, and ani-
mates and inftrufts; when his fentences are bril-
liant, his propofitions felf-evident, his arguments ir-
refiftible, his manner charming, and when his heart
withal is benevolent and fincere; he is an accom-
plithed; he is a perfect writer. Such a writer is
TAcrrTus, as I have already largely {iewn. Nor
do I mean or want to add further to the character
or defence of that extraordinary Author. I hope I
need not, I have already amply difplayed and de-
fended it, and the more I ftudy him, the more caufe
I find to admire and juftify him, and to wonder at
You. IIL B - the
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the objections ufually made to him, as fantaftical and
groundlefs.

_Tug following Hiftory is one of the moft en-

tertaining that can poflibly be read, full of furprifing
events and revolutions, recounted with great fpiric
and judgment, in a ftile more free and flowing than
that of the Annalsy and every where enriched with
curious obfervations, all charming and wife. Equally
noble and delightful are his two Treatifes fubjoined,
his Account of -Germany, and the Life of Acri-
cora, both very curious, both very inftruttive,
atid only worthy of the mafterly hand of T a-
CITUS,
" I the beginning of the former Volume, I have
fhewny how il ha-had been ufed by former Tranf-
fators. His Hiftory has hardly fared better than
his Annals. Sir HENRY Savin who tranflated
it firft, has taken great pains and is very exact 5 but
Liis exprefiion is mean, lifelefs and perplexed, void
of all force and beauty. He grovels from fentence
to fentence, labouring after the meaning of words
dnd particular phrafes, and quite lofes, or quite
ftarves the noble and nervous thoughts of TacrTus.
Feis a cold dealer in dry grammar, untouched with
the: wivacity of his Author, and without feeling,
much lefs poffefling any part of his ftrength and
fire. - His Notes are learned, but infipid, and thew
great diligence and memory, but a barren genius, and
very fhort difcernthent. His cenfures of Taci1-
Tus dre pitiful, and in them he chiefly betrays his
ewt peevifhnefs, his vanity and carping temper.

-S¥xnce him there has been another Tranflation
ftill worfe, by feveral hands, moft of them beholden
tohim for the fenfe of Ta crTus, and guilty of en-
feebling, even the weak expreflion of Sir H.Savre.,
He tranflated four books of the Hiftory, with the
Eife of Ai¢ricorna (I prefume he omitted the
fifthbook in tendernefs to the Jews) and they who
e ’ tranflated
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tranflated thefe over again have fadly maimed them
to make them modern Englith, that is to fay, to
make Tac1Tus prate pertly and familiarly. Were
it not for fear of tiring my reader I could largely thew
the many and continual defets of both Tranflations
as I did thofe in the T'ranflarions of the Annals. But
to fuch as have any doubt or curiofity about it, I
refer that task.

I~ defence of my own Tranflation, I have little
elfe to fay than that it wanted no care of mine to
make it exact, to make it refemble the Original,
and yet not to read like a Tranflation, It is my
opinion, that it is poffible for an Englifh writer to
imitate the Ancients very nearly in phraleology and
ftile.  As our Language is capable of many varia-
tions of phrafe, there is great room to improve it
by the tranfpofition of words from the common way
of marfhalling them 3 and in folemn works of profe
well as in poetry, it muft be frequently done in
order to preferve a decent dignity of expreflion, and
to avoid the lightnefs and familiarity of ordinary
converfation : Whatever is intended to convince the
underftanding, and to move the heart, muft be noble
and grave, free from all trite words, from all light
and trivial founds. And becaule we want variety
of words; and our words often want force, it will
be found neceffary to give them fome advantag: in
the Ranging and Cadence ; a thing which may cafily
be done. Of this a thoufand inftances might be
produced, efpecially from MiLTon and other of
our Poets. But I fhall illoftrate what I mean by a
quotation or two from the old Teftament, The
Prophet fpeaking of Tophet, fays, ¢ Wide and deep
‘¢ it was made : For the King it was made.” This
feems to me more noble and {ounding than if it had
been eéxprefled a different and the ufual way, though
the very fame words had been employed : ¢ Ir was
““ made wide and deep : It was made for the King.”

B2 Another
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Another example I fhall take from the Book of Job,
¢“ By the blaft of God they perith, and by the
¢ breath of his noftrils they are confumed.” This
manner of expreflion is far from being fiff. I
think it more flowing as well as more forcible than
the common manner. Here both periods clofe with
the ftrongeft ideas, thofe conveyed by the words
perifby and confimed 5 and the vigour of the fentence
1s found where it thould be, in the end of it,
ANoTHER improvement would arife from re-
viving fome of our old words, fuch as have fignifi-
cancy and found: For many fuch there are, and
many fuch we eminently want. I have ventured
upon deing this in a few inftances ; and it may be
done in abundance with fuccefs.
I wave net yet found any caufe for withing that
I had taken another method in tranflating T A c 1-
Tus. Whoever would do him juftice muft en-
deavour to preferve his brevity and fire, -and, inftead
of bringing him down to common language, en-
deavour to raife the Janguage up to him, or as near
him as the idiom will permit.  Such transformation
1s for its advantage, may be made without hurting
perfpicuity or the ear, and will prove more beauti-
tul as well as more lively. I mean not a werbal
“tranflation, which is generally no language, but only
harfhnefs and jargon. 'What I mean is Pruning and
Ranging, the Rejecting all wafte words, all faint
phrafes, and the Confolidating {pirit and {ound.
Thefe variations from the ufual and familiar form,
are by fome called Latinifms, and under that name
condemned. But if they be clear and ftrong, and
read well, they are juft, whatever they be called, I
wifth our Language refembled Latin more. I own
that an exa¢t imitation of the Latin will never
do, witnefs the old Tranflation of TaciTus,
which creeps after every word with equal infipidnefs
and obfcurity. I fhall only produce one cxum;};le.
That
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That Writer {peaking of the Germans, fays, Ar-
gentum &F aurym propitii an irati Dii negaverint, du-
bito. 'The Tranflator renders it thus: ¢ Silver and
¢ Gold whether the angry or favourable Gods have
¢ denied them, Idoubt.” This is nonfenfe. The
man perhaps knew what T'a c 1T us meant ; but no
Englith reader can know what he himfelf means,
though he has adhered literally to the Latin. "In
my own Tranflation of this paffage, I have preferved
fomething of the Latin manner, I hope without in-
Juring the Englith. <€ Silver and Gold the Gods
¢ have denied them, whether in kindnefs or in anger,
¢ I am unable to decide.” Sir WarTER Ra-
LEIGH, Mr. HosBsEs, MrLToN and SHAK E-
SPE AR, are all great mafters of language 3 and their
language refembles that of the Ancients.

WHATEVER objettions to this performance
come from men of capacity and candour, I have
ever regarded, I ever fhall regard, with due fub-
miffion to them, with due diftrult of my fli, and
be ready to own my conviction, or to convince them
that I cannot fee caufe.  There may be very juft and
unanfwerable exceptions, which have not been com-
municated to me, Whenever they are, I thall be for-
ward and glad to make fuitable alterations.

In reviewing my Tranflation of the Annals [
have difcovered fome miftakes, which though they
be of little importance, I fhall reftify in the next
edition. The like care I fhall take of the prefent
Volume, where I hope very few will be found.

T u £ following Difcourfes, like the former, were
compofed for the intereft of public Liberty, againft
public violence and the iniquities of power. “Nor
can one who reads TaciTus attentively, fail of
ftarting ‘a thoufand reflections, fuch as muft fill his
heart with anguifh for the deplorable lot of a people
enflaved and opprefled, and with bitternefs againft
their tyrants and oppreflfors. Unlefs he have har,

‘ B3 dened
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dened his heart againtt all the impulfes of humanity
and compaffion, unlefs he have loft all regard for
right and wrong, all fenfe of liberty and truth, he
muft be ftruck with the fad fcenes before him, in-
nocence fuffering, cruelty devouring, iniquity exalted
and powerful, virtue perfecuted and perithing. He
mult rejoice in his own happier lot and that of his
country ; muft abhor all practices and principles re-
pugnant to liberty, and productive of fervitude, ab-
hor the men who broach fuch principles, and ad-
vance fuch practices, He muft find proportionable
delight from feeing the caufe of Liberty flourith,
from feeing it well explained, afferted and recom-
mended. :

Tue advantages and bleflings of Liberty are
there moft palpably to be difcerned, where Tyranny
is moft heavily felt; and from this very Hiftory
the reader will fee, that whatever is good or amiable
in the world is by Tyranny deftroyed and ex-
tinguithed ; that whatever is evil, mifchievous and de-
teftable, is by Tyrants introduced, nurtured and
propagated.  From hence he will reafon and recol-
le€t that every thing dear and defirable to fociety
muft refult from a ftate of liberty ; that there only
property and life are not precarious, nor conicience
and the facultics of the foul bound in chains: That
even Religion, in order to do good, muft be left
entirely free, and that in countries enflaved, it is
converted, even the facred alliance between the foul
of man and its Creator, is converted, into an ap-
parent engine of tyranny and delufion, into a mani-
feft market and commodity for deluders, who whilft
they are openly engaged in nothing but gain, and
fraud and domineering, and the like felfith purfuits,
all very worldly, many very wicked, have the con-
fidence to preach up felf-denial, to preach againit the
world, and to claim fuccefforfhip to the poor, wan-

dering, holy and difinterefted Apoitles. ~ A fort of
| 1 " hypocrify
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hypocrify and aflurance more infulting than all the
reft of their unhallowed contradictions and doings,
that fuch men as they, the tools of Tyranny, and
themfelves Tyyrants, dare thus cover their pride and
paffions with the name and commiflion of the meek
and merciful JEesvus; dare pretend to reafoning,
yet forbid all enquiry, talk of learning, and pro-
mote ignorance, demand valt reverence from the
people for keeping them in a condition of favagenefs
and flavery, and take great revenues for deceiving
and opprefling them. '

By fuch confiderations upon nations under fervi-
tude, efpecially under popifh fervitude, the moft
hideous and complete that the world ever faw, he
will be awakened with juft zeal for the prefervation
of his own Britith Liberty, and grow jealous of
every attempt to abridge it 5 fince whoever.will know
the value of Liberty, need only examine the dif-
mal ftate of thofe countries where it is not.

LiserTvy, whichis the people’s civil falvation,
cannot be too often inculcated and explained. Where
Liberty is gone, what have they more? It has been
often fecretly undermined, often openly attacked in
this free Nation, Againft it many monftrous and
wicked doctrines have been advanced : T'o overturn
it the holy name of God has been boldly profaned,
his facred Word impioufly perverted, all the excefles
of oppreflion and public robbery have becn en-
couraged and fanétified : And all this by fome Ora-
cles of the Law, in defiance of Law, by many
minifters of Religion, in fpight of Religion and of
folemn Oaths. Injuftice has ufurped the name of
Law ; nonfenfe, chicanery, and the proftitution of
Scripture, were called found Divinity 5 ufurpation
and mifrule were ftiled the Ordinance of Gop:
madnefs was Loyalty ; common fenfe was Treafon,

Trus was every thing dear and valuable to this
Nation given up: nor was it a meer compliment

B4 officioufly
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officioufly made, and not taken, To manifeft how
acceptable it was, the perjured and godlefs traitors
who made it, were openly diftinguithed with pro-
tetion and rewards: To refute their "reveries and
barbarous pofitions, was dangerous, forbidden, nay,
capital ; and to prevent the poor people, thus
doomed to bondage and mifery, from perceiving
how inhumanly they were abufed and betrayed by
their profefled guides and penfioners, and by thefe
their paid proteétors, they were blinded and terrified
by the witchery of words and fuperftition, nay,
threitened with damnation if they would not be
damned to be flaves. '
© Waar language can paint fuch fhocking wick-
ednefs and delufion! Surely none ever feared God
1o little as fome who have fpoken in his name ; none
have ever been fo void of humanity towards men
as many who affumed a right to guide them to all
happinefs. Nor' was it poffible for any man to
deliver fuch tenets as'from ' God, 'without being
either a bold Impo{’cor, or an Enthuﬁaﬂ: ftark mad,
a hard-hearted Knave," or a dreaming Lunatic. In
truth, thefe dotrines of theirs ‘were as notorioufly
felﬁfh as they were notorioufly wicked and abfurd.
‘Whenever they themfelves were carefled, they never
failed to juftify oppreﬁion and to delfy oppreflors.
‘Whenever they thought themfelves flighted, though
bereft of nothing but the power of doing mifchief,
they ever laboured with all bitternefs to diftrefs and
even to deftroy every adminiftration however legal,
however free from any violation offered to oaths and
laws. Could there be a ftronger demonftration, that
fuch a fpirit caine not from a gracieus and a juft
God, or from reafon, or from any concern for right
and jufhce, and the good of men? And was ‘it not
evidently m{'pxred by the fouleft ambition, by ma-
lice and rage, and every corrupt and ungodly paf-
ﬁon’ Could thcy after this CXPC& to be trufted

OK'
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or refpefted by men, they who had fhewn them-
felves fuch reftlefs enemies to fociety and the good
of men? |
" To vindicate the Deity from the impious charge
of protecting Tyrants, to maintain the caufe of Li-
berty, and fhew its bleflings, to affert the rights of
men and of fociety, and to difplay the fad confe-
quences of public corruption, with the beauty and
benefit of public virtue, is the defign of thefe dif-
courfes. 'The defign I hope 1s pardonable, and in
purfuing it I can truly fay, that I was utterly divefted
of all perfonal paffions, of every partality, friend-
fhip or enmity, and utterly free from any view to
hurt or to flatter any man in the world.  If Iinveigh
againft any of the dead, or praife them, it is for a
warning and incitement to the living. To explain
the evils of Tyranny lay directly in my way, and
tended to thew the value, the ineftimable value of
Liberty. -

WaHaT fonearly concerns the happinefs of all
men, it imports every man to know. It is but
knowing their birthright, with the meafures of fe-
curing it, as alfo the peril and ways of lofing it, and
the curfe attending the lofs. It is a fubje@ of infi-
nite ‘availment, and comprehends whatever is dear
to men in the world; it furnifhes the ftrongeft truths,

the cleareft reafonings, and 1s perplexed with no in-

tricacies. The great queftion arifing from it, is
chiefly this, whether men have a right to what God
and Nature has given them, to what their own
Laws and Conttitutions confirm to them, to what the
Oaths and Duty of their Magiftrates teftify to belong
to them: Whether that fort of government which
is evidently beft for men, be well pleafing to the
Deity, or whether he efpoufes and approves the worft.
What queftion ever admitted of a clearer anfwer ?
Yet what tomes of nonfenfe and ungodly falthoods
have been publithed about it, to fanétify oppreffion, to

ntde blaft
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blaft and overthrow all the natural and civil rights of
amen !

Common happinefs and fecurity are the ends of
fociety 5 to procure thefe ends is the duty of Go-
vernors 3 where they are procured it is the duty of
fubjeks to obey, and reverence, and fupport their Go-
vernors. Where fuch ends are not purfued, but, in
oppofition to them, power degenerates into violence,
and fubjection into flavery 5 where meer will and
paflion bear rule, where univerfal mifery and dread
and open oppreflion prevail, can Government be faid
to exift ? No; this is not the exercife of Govern-
ment, but of hoftility : and to refift an enemy is but
Jelf-defence 5 itis the law and duty of nature. Is it
pot repugnant to nature and to all common fenfe, to
severence evil, to be fond of the author of evil, and
fo conceive that any duty is due to him? Was it

flible for the Romans to love TiBER1US, pof-

iblc toefteem CaL1GuL A or NERO? It is enough
ghat people love fuch as love them, that they e(’ceem
thofe who protect and relieve them,

D1S-
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DISCOURSES

TACITUS.

DISCOURSE 1L

Of the Emperors who are the fub-
Ject of the enfuing Hiftory: Of
their Minifters, their Misfor-
tunes, and the caufes of their
Fall.

Seik. I.  An ldea 0f NERO'S Rezgn lyaw
mildly it be’fzm how terrible it grew.

The deceitfulnefs of profperity.

N ER O at firft propofed to reign after the
' model of AucusTus, and, uponall ocs
cafions, courted the fame of Clemency, Li-
berality and Courtefy ; did every thing that was
generous and benevolent to the Public; fhewed
every a&t of mercy and tendernefs to particulars ;
withed, that he could not write, when he was to fign
an execution 3 was continually doing popular and
expenfive things. For thefe he was extremely flat-
tered : Flattery infatuated him with vanity ; and }k))iy

: . A
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his extravagances he became neceflitous.  Hence the
beginning of his cruelty and rapine, He furrendered
himfelf ntrely to a courfe ® luxury, and engaged
the City init; loved Shews and Pantomimes, found
the people loved them, and thence promoted them
affiduoufly and eontinually, and at laft obliged men
of the firft quality to a& in them, as he himfelf
did.

TH1s courfe at laft grew tirefome, he firft con-
temptible, then hated. He threw off all care of
public affairs and the duty of an Emperor, to attend
the Theatre, and gain the unprincely glory of finging
and aéting. There followed continual murders,
})arricides, falfe accufations and exceffes, as if his
ife bad been a conftant ftruggle to fhew how wick-
ed, how execrably bad, a human creature vcfted
with great power may be. He murdered his bro-
ther BRiT ANN1cus, murdered his’ mother AGrip-
PIN A, his wife OcTavia, his wife Porpaa,
AnToNT1A his wife’s fifter, becaufe the would not
marry him, VEsT1nvs the Conful, to have his
wife ; murdered moft of his own kindred, all of
them that were fignal for merit or fortune, or fplen-
dor, or popularity, Rur1us Cr1sp1nus his wife’s
fon, SENE ¢ 4 his ancient Praceptor and Counfellor,
with Bur Rus Captain of his guards, a venerable
and excellent perfon: as alfo all the rich freedmen
at court, all fuch ancient men as had at firft pro-
moted his adoption, and then his fovereignty. At
laft he murdered men by heaps with their families
and children, by the knife, by poifon, by drown-
ing, by ftarving, by torture and cafting them head-
long 3 and all for any caufe or no caufe, fome for
their name or that of their anceftors, fome for their
faces, looks and temper.  He robbed the Provinces,
robbed the Temples, wafted the public Treafure,
murdered the beft men, opprefled all, and brought
all things into a ftate of diffolution and defolation.

Thefe
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Thefe with him were the meafures of Government,
fuch as he faid his predeceffors (though brutal and
raging Tyrants) had failed in, and he blamed them
for not underftanding their own power®, He deftroy-
ed Rome by fire, meant to deftroy the Senate by the
fword, and rejoiced at the firft tydings of a revol,
as thence he hoped for a pretence to fack and pillage
the Provinces.

PrinceEs inthe flow of their power and grand
fortune (things fo apt to turn the head and fwell the
heart) thould prevent overmuch giddinefs and info-
lence, naturally cleaving to grandeur, by fuppofing
themfelves now and then in a ftate of diftrefs, and
confidering the great poffibility of a change: They
thould at leaft put themfelves in the place of others,
their fubjects and inferiors, and as they would then
with to be ufed by their Prince, let them ufe their
People. They thould reflet how much a tumult
of fpirit caufed by profperity darkens or fufpends
the underftanding ; they therefore ought to fuipend
their joy and ftifle their vanity and paffions, to
confult and exercife their reafon. Inftead of this,
they feldom quit their exultation till that quits them,
nor hear reafon till reafon can do them no good,
but only ferve to reproach and torment them.
Croesus King of Liydia could not bear the be-
haviour of Sorow, for telling him honeft truth and
refufing to magnify his power and felicity. But
when misfortune and captivity had abated his pride,
and brought him to his fenfes ; when he who had
been lately fo elated and happy, faw a dreadful
doom prepared for him, he could figh, and call
mournfully upon the name of So Lo, and prefer his
wifdom to the wealth of the world. Croksus
feems to have been a man of fenfe and natural mo-
deration, but blinded by fortune and flattery.

* Negavit quemquam principum fciffe quod fibi liceret.

- Seét,
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Se@. 1. The weaknefs of GaL® A, and the
imiquities of his Minifters.

ALBA, with an heart altogether upright and

well-meaning, for want of prudence; activity
and a good head, fell into meafures quite unpopular
and odious. His feverity to the foldiery was ill-
timed, o was his ftri¢tnefs and parcimony ; and he
who was a new Prince, uneftablifhed, and fhould
Have courted all men becaufe he wanted the affift-
ance of all, behaved himfelf fo as to difoblige the
Armies, the Senate, the Equeftrian Order, and
the People. Befides, he was blindly controuled, and
bis authority abufed by his fervants and minifters,
men who were continually proftituting the credit and
character of their Mafter to their own vile gain and
wicked paffions. By them all things were fet to
fale, Offices, . Provinces, public Revenues, public
Juttice, and the lives of men both innocent and
guilty. He was old, they were infatiable, and
eager to make the moft of a fhort reign; and as
he was eafy and credulous, they were daring and
rapacious. From him they enjoyed their place and
honours and all their advantages, but employed the
fame not for his benefit, but their own: Nay, every
fervice which they did to themfelves was pernicious
to him, fince whilft they reaped all the profit, he
bore all the odium.

I~ truth no Prince will be long reckoned good,
when his Minifters are known to be bad; and if
they are much hated, he will not be much beloved.
Few Princes, if any, efcape reproach where their
Minifters are believed to deferve 1t. It muft be
owned that Minifters are often wronged, and fuffer
imputations very ill-grounded and unjuft; nay,
perhaps, will be ever doomed to fuffer fuch, frem the
natnre of their poft and power ; and where they ;io

0,
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{o, it is but reafonable and generous to protetk
them. But here the guilt was glaring, and their
iniquities manifeft to all men but Garra. He
whom of all men it moft imported to know it,
knew it not. As he never inquired into their be
haviour, nor blamed it, they never mended it, nor
feared him. The fad fate which this their corrup-
tion and his own indolence and incuriofity brought
upon him, is a fufficient warning to Princes either
never to truft implicitly to the advice and conduck
of any Minifters, or at leaft to be well affured that
the men are fuch as may be implicitly trufted.
The beft of them have weaknefles, and paflions, and
partialities, enow to lead them into rathnefs and
miftakes: There are therefore perhaps none of them
fo perfectly innocent and wife, as to render a dif-
cerning Prince fecure that their management, how-
ever uninfpected, however unaccountable, will yet
be righteous and immaculate. Minifters no more
than their Mafters ought to be lett without reftric-
tion and controul. It may perhaps be right in fome
few inftances to deceive a Prince, it may. be of
public advantage to miflead the Public: But fuch
a latitude will be ever more likely to be abufed
than well applied. :

Se. IIl.  Tke folly of the evil meafures
purfued by thefe Miniflers, how pernici-
ous to themfelves and to the Emperor.

O'T to dwell upon the ingratitude and vilenefs

of Ga L BA’ Minifters, thus to abufe, dif-

credit and ruin a Prince to whom they owed all
things, and to facrifice him, his glory and diadem,
to fordid intereft, which was the {malleft thing
that they ought to have facrificed for him, their
ancient Emperor, and fo good a Mafter ; the mea-
fures which they took proved pernicious. to 'it;hem‘
elves.
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felves. Their policy was folly, and though they
purfued nothing but their intereft, they were not
 interefted enough. The beft intereft is that which’
provides for our own reputation and fecurity: Now
the Minifters of GaLBa, by every ftep which
they took, invited and haftened their own doom. -
“Fheir fafety and eftablifhment depended upon his,
and thefe they were continually weakening and ren-
dering odious and contemptible, and themfelves
deteftable. Their daily oppreflions, their daily
ats of venality and rapine, multiplied their enemies
‘without meafure; Nay, to their own enormous guilt
they added the odium of that of others, even that
of the moft execrable inftruments of N £ r0’s Ty-
ranny, TiceLrLinvUs and HavroTus, men
whofe execution was demanded by the univerfal
voice of the Roman People.  Indeed had thefe two
fons of blood been lefs guilty than they really werey
it had been but juft, as well as politic and populary
to have devoted their impure hives to the Manes of
fo many illuftrious Romans murdered by themy
and to the honeft rage of the Public. But this
was only juftice and reafon, it was only obliging
the People and ftrengthening their Mafter : {mall
confiderations with Vinius, and Lacoj and
IceLus, in comparifon of filling their coffers and
gratifying private paffions ! They protected both 3
and thence gained to their Prince what they never
ftudied to avert, infinite public hate, but to them-
{elves what they aimed at, and what every one
may conjecture. It is probable too that they dread-
ed the precedent of punifhing any man for having
done what they themfelves were doing. Yet their
very wealth contributed to their deftruflion and that
of their families.

Bu T befides the influence of money and example;
TiTus Vinius who chiefly protected T1GEL-
L1nvUs, had another view which is finely exprefled
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Ly TaciTus;. namely,  thence to purchafe
<t means of fhelter and efcape in time to come.
¢ For this is the policy of every defperate of«
<¢ fender, from diftruft of prefent fortune, and
¢ dread of change, to arm himfelf befimes with
< private favour againft the public hate. Hence
¢ it comes, that for the protection of innocence
“ no regard is fhewn; but the guilty com-
¢¢ bine for mutual exemption from punifhment.”
Such was the felfith wifdom of Vin1us: But his
wifdom proved weaknefs 3 for, by prote@ting thé
abhorred TiceLLiINUs, he drew frefh abhor-
fence upon himfelf. The People, after OtH o0
bad fucceeded, were {o bent upon the execution of
TieELLINUS, that an uproar enfued, and many
feditious clamours, till the fentence was paffed for
his doom, now over-late, as it was plainly forced,;
and therefore could claim no thanks. For, under
OrHo toos the fame policy and corruption prevail-
ing, juftice againft that monfter was hardly pros
cured: L
Sucn confedetacies betweeh guilty men in power
and guilty men out of power, are frequent and
natural ; and no- man who is corrupt or interds to
be, will care to join in punithing any man for
corruption;. Mucranus, the grime Confident of
VESPAsTAN, efftertainied the Senate with a long
difcourfe in behalf of the Accufers: Yes; the
Favourite of VEsp ast A x, a Prince who profefled
to cure and remove the mifchiefs of former tyranny,
became an advocdte for the Accufers; the foreft
inftruments of that tyranny. How confiftent was
this! and what hopes it muft give the Senate and
People of Rome of fecing better days? What came
f for ? If it was to fave the Romans, why fave
their worft edemies? If e meant dltogether to
fecure the Flock, why fo tender of the Wolves,
unlefs he found wolfith inclinations in himfelf? What
Vor, IIL « a
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i comfortable refleGtion to the Public, that after
niyriads of men flain, after fo many millions fpent,
after fo many ftruggles and battles, and fo much
¢rying defolation, they were to have no change but
that of names, and no Prince without oppreffors !
The Candidates for place and power are always bent
upon public reformation, tll they have an oppor-
tunity of making one, and then find it needlefs, or
dangerous, or unfeafortable. They are great ene-
mies to oppreflion, till they are in a capacity of
opprefling. Then, as their own guilt grows, they
become very merciful to the guilty. This is the
fpirit of man, this the round of things. Great re-
drefles are ftill wanted, Rill promifed, ftill unper-
formed.  Such Mockery is not new, and never will
be old. ‘

A v wickednefs is folly 3 nor can I recolleét an
inftance where evil doings have not been follewed
by painful confequences to the doers. They were
either difappointed, or found new difficulties, or
met with infamy and mortification, or infecurity, or
fome grief and uneafinefs after the iniquity, fuch as
renidered the committing of it a greater afflition than
pleafure. Neither in the fortuneof ALEXaANDER,
or Casar, or ManoMmET, or of any other the
moft refplendent criminal againft Fruth, and Liberty,
and Peace, is ought to be found to invalidate this
reafoning. Even in their beloved purfuits of power,
they could have no pure delight: Though they
valued not the liberties and lives of men, yet as
they valued their own fecurity, and fuccefs, and fame,
they muft needs feel many inward ftruggles, many
apprehenfions and diftrufts, many doubts about the
#lue, many anxieties for themfelves, and their party
and caufe *. * If worthy purfusits alfo are often attended’

“a §i'recludantur tyrannoram mentes, pofle afpici laniatus et
ifkus--.-{zvitia, libidine, ntalis-confultis animus dilaceretur.

: ‘ with
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with evils, the teftimony of a good confcience and
of good men at leaft makes thefe evils the lighter.
HowzvER true or difputable thefe fpeculations
be, it is certain that the Minifters of GaLBA, by
their corrupt and {elfith’ management, brought a
bloody fate upon themfelves as well as upon their
Prince; a Prince who, fiom the integrity of his
intention, merited a better, but from his blind reli-
ance upon fuch wicked men could not reafonably
hope for any other. - '

Se&. 1IV. GALBA's blindnefs in trufting in-
tirely to his Favourites, who by their
wickednefs blafted his reign, and their own
hopes.

AD Garsa been blefled with good Coun-

fellors, he would in all probability have
proved an excellent Prince. He had many public
and private virtues; he was temperate, frugal, free
from ambition, an enemy to the infolence of the
foldiery, and wifhed well to the Commonwealth.
But what availed his good qualities, when he exercifed
them not? He himfelf robbed no man, but thofe
under him robbed all men; and he, who fthould
not have employed bad men, or at leaft fthould have
reftrained or punithed them, incurred the fame cen-
fure and blame as.if he himfelf had done the evil,
or authorized it. ‘The People jultly expect pro-
tection and paternal ufage from their Prince, and
where they find it not, will think the Prince anfwer-
able. Why does he undertake the Office? Why
is he raiféd fo high above others, and all men, but
for the good of all? Why was N £ r o depofed, if
‘things were not mended under GaLsa? Whya
new Prince chofen, but for the eafe of the Public
after a reign of Violence and Tyranny? Vain is

C:2 the © -



20 Discourses #por TACITUS.
the change of men, where meafures are not chatw
ed®.
8 GaLBa left the adminiftratiqgn, he left his own
fate and glory to his Favourites ; and his Favourites
fold him to difhonour, and a violent death, turned
the State into a market and fhambles; and whilft
they were yet glutting their cruelty and avarice, the
hand of vengeance overtook them, though it was
reafonably judged that fome of them had tried to
fecure a retreat, and had purpofely betrayed Garza
to merit favour from OTro. It is the way of fuch
men : when they have foolifthly or wantonly ruined
their Mafter’s affairs, their laft office to him is to
revolt from him, and perhaps it proves the firft in-
ftance of their dealing fincerely with him. = But whe-
ther they really meditated treafon or not, they were
believed to have done it: Such was the public
opinion of their vilenefs and. falfhood ; and fuch
always will be the general rule of judging, that
from men notorioufly wicked every fort and degree
of wickednefs will be apprehended.
© It is worth obferving here how fhort-fighted
and imperfect was the ambition of thefe men, and
how foolithly, as well as wickedly, they marred what
they aimed at.  'Was it glory and power? By con-
fulting and eftablifhing thofe of their Mafter, they
would have reaped an abundant fhare to themfelves.
Good men would have. applauded and affifted them ;3
~bad men would have feared them : They would have
Ind inward peace, perhaps pretection, from their own
good works, reverence frem the public voice, and
the praifes of pofterity. By the fame homeft means
they might have acquired wealth, and ample for-
tunes, with the approbation of all men, and’ préba-
bly left it to the peaceable poffeffion of their families.
They had the largeft opportunities for raifing and

b Eadem novz aulz mala, =qué gravia, non =qué excufata.

eftablithing
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eftablithing their name-: They were the firft Mini-
fters in the great and opulent Empire of Rome,.
vefted with the firft dignities, and firft in favour;
and they ferved a Prince eefy to his fervangs, too
cafy, one never difpofed to check or change them.

As he came to the Empire with great expectation,
and popular favour, had his adminiftration proved
tteady and virtuous, all revolts might have been
preveated, or,through his fuperior credit and ftrength,
cafily_ defeated, and he might have gone to his grave
i peace and glory. Both his Rivals were in their
perfons extremely unpopular, both loathed for their
vices, - both defperately poor, neither of them.
efteemed in War, . neither thought qualified for!
the arts of Peace, one a ftupid Glutton, one an
abandoned Debauchee. .He himfelf had con-
dutted Armies- with renown, governed Provinces
with integrity. His race was noble, his life inno-'
cent; he poflefled great wealth, and was by all men’
efteemed capable and worthy of fwaying the Sceptre.
What more prohable, than that his reign might
have lafted peaceably as long as his life, had his
reign been well conducted ? where a fairer profpe&
for his Minifters than ‘under himfelf? By betraying
him they betrayed themfelves: by ill ferving him,
they ruined themfelves. What could they expect
from Otroor ViTELL1US, but to be confidered
as real T'raitors, or at beft as corrupt and wretched:
Counfellors? the former always detefted, the latter
always defpifed, even by fuch as profit by them.
AMuraTH the Turkith Emperor cut off the-
head of the Perfian Governor who betrayed a City-
into his hands. My R ‘Maumup dealt feverely’
with thofe who had held a traiterous correfpondence
with him from Ifpahan, declared their names infa-
mous, their eftates confifcated, and had them all put’
to death, and their carcaffés thrown into the ftreets.
Thus tao the Emperor Maximin ferved Macepo

C 3 whg
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- who had prompted his bofom-friend QuarTINUS
to revolt, and then flew him to make a merit with

"Maximin, who, for all his wicked merit, put
him to death. E "

Se&. V. The infatuation of men in power

: they generally vely upon it as never to end,
- . and thence boldly ffllaw the bent of their
. paffions.  Inflances of this. Guilty Mini-
v fters how dangerous. :

X 7HAT I have obferved in the laft Section
YV was reafonable and obvious. But in the
tumult of rampant paffions,:reafon is not heard.
TFhofe Miniftets were tranfported with the fudden
change of their condition, and giddy with the di-
re¢tion of Imperial Power. - The prefent tempta-
tion, . the prevailing appetite ‘was too ftrong to be
refifted ; and, without regard to confequences, to the
Emperor’s honopr and fafety, to the public goed,
to their own infamy and danger, they blindly fol-
lowed every impulfe of concupifcence and revenge.
Men in a torrent of profperity feldom think of a
day of diftrefs, or great men, that:their greatnefs
will ever ceafe. . This feemns to be a fort of a curfe
upon powef, & vanity and infatuation blended with
the.mature of ‘it : as if it were poflible, nay, eafy, to
bind the: ficklenefs of fortune, and enfure happi-
nefs for a term of years. It is fromthis foolifh
affurance,. often cleaving td wevy able men, that
“ thefe in authority often -a&t with fuch boldnefs and
inflencey as if their reign were.never to end, and
~they were for ever fecure againdt all after-reckonings,
all cafualities and difgrace. Ftom whence elfe comes
it,-but from -fuch blind fecurity -in the permanence
of their condition, -and in the impunity of their
agtions, that Minifters have fometimes concerted
fehemes of geveral oppreflion sad pillage, fchemf;
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10 deprecxate or evade the Laws, reftraints upor
Liberty, and projets for arbitrary Rule? Had they
thought that ever they themfelves thopld fuffer in
the common oppreﬁion, Would they have advifed
methods of opprefling? Would they have been for
Mea,kemng or abrogating the Laws, had they dream-
ed that they fhould come to-want the protetion of
Law? Would they have, aimed at abolithing Liberty,
had they apprehended - that they were at any time
to fall from power 3 ar at eftablifhing defpotic Rule,
but for the fauke of havq}g 'the direction of it againtt
others, without fee]mg s chht and- terrors in
their own particulars ? -

A GREAT man nea.r an hundred years ago is
charged with having contrived fuch a model of
government for one of our Englifh Kings, as was
mtirely arbitrary and. Turkith, a model deliberately
digetted in writing, Such 2 monftrous change of
mind had enfued the .change of his condition: For-
merly he had breat}’icd 3, very diﬁérent a.nd oppofite
dpirit, and afferted Liberty with uncommon zeal :
It was when he :came to fway the State that he
altered lus tile ; “which it is probab he would nar
have altered, had he not imagined that his fway was
2o have. no cnd He lived. to, fee it 3t an-end.
He, who had. but too lightly efteemed Laws and
Liberty, and the Lives ofg men, was bereft of Li-
berty and Life in a manner contrary to the forms
of Law; and as he -had promoted lawlefs and - -
accountable power, he fell by an effort’of power,
unufual and extraordinary. A wicked Minifter, who
declared in a fucceedlng reign, :that he hoped to fee
the King’s Edi€s (that js, his abfolute will and
humour) have the force of Laws, and pafs for Laws,
1made thig declaratlon in plemtude of favour, which,
as he meant not by any virtue of his to lofe, he
hoped never to forfeit 5 made it at a time when his
 head would have bccn; employed in framing fuch
C 4 Edicts,
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Edi&ts. When afterwards he was abandoned tq
difgrace, I truft he had different {entiments about
kingly ‘power, and perhaps would not willingly
haye feen his Jife and eftate' taken away by a pro-
clamation, o oo

" SucH a reverfe in the fortunes of men, efpecially
of great men, who depend upon the caprice, and
whim, and breath of another, were eafy to be ima-
gined, djd notv felf-love darken the underftanding.
- ‘The greateft men, nay, the wifeft men, when they
are blind, are exceeding blind. How few of them
" have provided againt an evil day! How few fecured
themfelves a. refource of friendfhip and affection
.from the Public, in cafe ¢f a ftorm at Court, ahd
the frowns of 2 Crown ! nay, what fome of them have
done to fervé the Crown againft the People, has
‘been a motive with the Crdwn {and a politic mo-
tive, though not always a juft oric, at léaft not ge-
nitrous) to facrifice them to-the pleafure and revenge
‘of the People.”” Thus CE£sar Borcra: uled
Romiro P’Orco, Governor of Romagna, one
firft employed to commit cruelties, "then executed
for having committed them s and’ thus the Greag
Turk often ufes his Bathaws. =~~~
Fo'return to Ga L Ba 3 no Prince was ever more
unhappy in his Favourites : They were very wicked,
very guilty men; nor can any Prince, who enter-
taihs fuch, be happy or fecure, "Mr. SELDEN,
difcourfing of Epwa r p II. and his Minions, fays,
¢ Thus Favourjtes, ' inftead of cement between
¢ Prince 'and People, becoming rocks of offence,
** bring ruin fometimes to all, but always to them-
“ felves,” Thofe of Ga LB a had but their deferts:
‘Their Mafter ‘merited a ‘better fate, and chiefly
through' their gujlt his blood was fhed. Great guilt
*in Miniftérs js*threatening to a Prince. When they
"can no longer fupport their Mafter, nor their Mafter
them, . their next courfe ‘will probably be to dﬁ'fert
I,y
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him, or to rebel againft him. As by their wicked
adminiftration they had betrayed his intereft and dig-
nity, deftroyed his reputation, the deareft intereft
which a Prince can have, incenfed and eftranged

the minds of his people, who are the fureft {up-
" port which a Prince can rely on, it is by no means
unnatural, if at laft they deftroy him whom they had
already undone. T fhall heredfter prove this by
many examples.

Se&. VI  Weak "‘,yan.d evil Princes rarel
profit by able Minifters; they like flatte-
rers better : Thefe fruftrate the good ad-

viceqf others.

Y, VEN when thefe' Roman Emperors happened
E to have good Minifters, they rarely made any
good ufe of them, but followed the advice of others
and warfe: For with bad they were always pro-
vided. Hence it is, that as a weak ar an evil Prince
feldom has good ¢punfel, he is feldom the better for
it when hehas, SveTonipsPavrinvusand
Mariuys CeLsus were able men, and probably
would have made the caufe of QT Ho triumphant,
_ had OrHo purfyed their couffels.  But about ajl fuck
Princes, for one honeft or able man, there will be many
foolith and bafe, and it is great odds but thefe have
much more influence and weight ; as they are more
forward and jmpudent, more pofitive and fanguine,
more prong to flatter him, and affure him of fuccefs (a
method which goes great lengths with Princes); and,
‘as they are worfe judges of meafures, lefs concerned
about events.  Perhaps too they have already made,
or mean to make terms for themfelves, whatever
‘becomes of their Mafter. So C&cina came to
defert ViTELL1US, and toefpoufe the caufe of
“Vespasran, when he was affured that the merits

. of
15268
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of his treafon would be rewarded by the latter;
Perhaps they are bent upon the ruin of fome Rival
ar Court, For. this has alfo happened, that men
have betrayed their own caufe out of pique to fome
particular Leader in it; Armies have been often
fiiffered, by one of the Commanders, to be cut to
pieces, purely to bring difgrace upon the other, and
L aco, Captain of the guards to GaLBa, even
in the laft ftruggle of his Prince for faving his
Yife ‘and Empire, oppofed every counfel, however
wholefome, which. came.from any one elfe, parti-
cularly from Tt vs VinTUS.
 Tirtranvus, Orwuo’sbrother, and Procurus,
Captain of his-guards,. thwarted and fruftrated every
good advice, every rational project of PauLinus
and CeLsvus, and as they were better flatterers,
they were better heard.  They were both very
wicked men sy ProcuLvs particularly excelled in
flander and whifpering, and was an adroit Courtier,
Yo ‘was thus that this man, fall of craft and in-
juftice, came eafily to furpafs-in credit all who
were more righteous than himfelf; - Ot 1o, more-
bver, as well as thefe his Favourites, dreaded and
diftrufted every able man, relicd chiefly upon tale-
bearers, and made-his chief court to.the common
foldiers. So did ViTzrruivs, and fo probably
will moft weak and guilty Princes. ' They diflike
to fee any man exceéd them: in prewefs, and publie
eftimation, or to u‘g‘@iﬂé{é the credit arifing from ad-
drefs, good condutt,; and military exploits. - Nay,
fuch of them as moft eminently ‘want Governors,
are fometimes the moft fearfol of being - governed.
Lewis the thirteenth dreaded the great capacity of
Cardinal Ricueiart, and hated his perfon 5 as did
N ero the perfon-and authority of Sexneca.
Tue danger of férving fuch Princes ill, is not
greater than that f ferving them over-well, hor
perhaps fo great :* and many great- Minifters and
N 1 Generals
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Generals have been ill ufed and undone for doing
eminent fervice, and difcharging their duty with
applaufe 5 fuch as Ca1us SiLivs, ANToNTUS
Primvus,and Gonsaro, the great Spanith Cap-
tain, under FerpinanDp the Catholic. From
this weaknefs and pride of theirs, they are fome-
times prone of themfelves to follow the advice of
weak counfellors rather than of fuch as are able
and {ufficient, partly from jealoufy of the latter,
partly from an ambition of being thought to da
notable things without them, and of reaping all the
praife themfelves, at leaft of feeing it reaped by fuch
whofe moderate ability and character gives them no
umbrage, . »

Hewcr the fignal mifcarriages of Princes who
have wife Minifters byt neglect their wife advice,
NEro was aflifted, or might have been, by the
counfels of SENEca and Bur R Us, and it was ng
fault of theirs that he proved a deteftable Tyrant,
‘What advice he took, was that of Sycophants, De- -
bauchees, Pandars, of the worft and off-caft of
humankind, Thefe told him what an accomplifh«
ed Prince he was, what ripenefs of judgment he
had, what maturity of years; and being no longer a
child, it was hightime for him to fhake off his Tutor.
For towards SENEca they bore notable rancour
and antipathy, as was natural to fuch profligates wha
then fwarmed at Court; and whilf® he was there,
he ftill proved fome check to the brutal fpirit of
Nero; a thing which pleated not the Courtiers,
nor N £ R o himfelf: For with fuch Princes flattery
in their fervants is more palatable and prevailing
than virtue and ability, .

Sect.
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Se&t. VII.  How difficult it is for a worthy
man to ferve a bad Prince, and how dan-
gerous.

N like manner was O T 1o hurried. through evil

counfel and conduct into evil fortune, though
ferved by fuch Leaders as Pavrinus and Crrsus.
Such is the rifque which an able and worthy man
incurs by ferving a weak Prince, even to have his
good counfels reje¢ted, and to bear the blame and
difcredit of evil counfels which he had difapproved.
¥or upon the moft fignal Minifter all the reproach
will be apt to reft, and he muft bear the infamy of
the worft 5 nor perhaps will it be fafe for him-to
difown the foolifh and difaftrous meafures which he
oppofed, left he thence caft a blemith upon his
Mafter. Even fome able Princes have looked with
an evil eye upon the perfon and credit of an able
Minifter, and perhaps it is the fafeft way of advifing
the beft of them, to let the advice feem to come
from themfelves. Such is the flippery fituation of
good Minifters under Princes w1fc; ar weak ; a fitu-
ation not to be envied.

Ortno mifcarried; and as Paviinus and
CEersus were thought his directors, they were like-
wife thought traitors: fo infamous were the mea-
fures which he had purfued, and which they in truth
had oppofed. = Yet afterwards Paviinvus and
Procvirus meanly defcended, for their own
fafety, to confefs that they had contrived them pur-
po{c{y and for-favour from ViTBLL1US pleaded
the merit of having betrayed OTHo. VITELLIUS
too was vain enough to believe, that, out of pure
regard for him, they had rea]ly ftained themfelves
with fuch foul dithonour. = It was thameful to own
that they had, though they had not. But fo diffe-
reatly do men conftrue actions done for them and
. agamﬂ
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againft them, and fo rare it is to find the braveft
men completely brave, any more than the wifeft
men completely wife. The qualities of all men
are limited, and fubject to inconftancy ; elfe fuch a
man as PavLiNus, who had fo often ventured
his life for glory, would never have ftudied to fave
# by infamy. It was, however, much lefs crimina}
to affume guilt, than to have earned it.

I't muft be owned, it required either very great
virtue or very great folly to ferve fuch Princes as
fome of thefe Emperors were ; though it was cruel
and unjuft to betray them. By raifing to the Dia-
dem fuch men as Otno and ViTELLIUS, it
looked as if the defign had been, not to find ene
fit to reftore the Roman State, thaken, ravaged, and
tyrannized by the bloody N £ r 0, but to chufe one
purely for his refemblance of that Monfter, one as
monftrous as he. They were both guilty of the
fame debauchery and exceffes, both ftudied to imi-
tate him, and to reftore his name and honours ;
nay, divine honours were already paid folemnly to
his Manes. It wzs even reckoned one of Ot u o0’
qualifications for reigning, that in his manners he
fo'neatly refembled Nzro. For this the foldiers
adored him ; and for this the common people loved
him, as they had Nero, and as the vulgar ever
will any man who gratifies them with idlenefs, and
the means of debauchery.. What, for example, is
more pernicious to a State, to public Virtue, to pri-
vate Induftry and Innacence, than rioting and idle
holy-days? Yet what more dear to the populace
than fuch debauched and riotous days, and the holy
idle mén who encourage them ? I fpeak of Italy, and
other Popifh countries.

In ferving fuch Princes, there was neither honour
nor fecurity to one’s felf, ‘nor benefit to the Publie.
Their chief delight was in feats of prodigality and
voluptuoufnefs, in Jefters, Pathics and Buffoons,

and
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and all the execrable retainers to N & r o’s Courf,
"They thought that the bufinefs of Sovereignty con-
fifted in exceffes and fenfuality. Their meafures of
Government were to opprefs and exhauft the State,
to deprefs or deftroy every good man, to counte-
nance and employ the moft profligate : O, if they
employed men of merit, they did it againft their
will, and the more they were obliged to fuch meny
the more they hated them; as ViTerrrus did
Juw~ivus Br &sus, aman nobly born, of a prince-
Iy fpirit, and equal fortune, one who ferved him
generoufly, and at a vaft expence fusnifhed him with
a princely train, which the great povertyof ViTEL-
Livs could not yet afford : For all this he incurred
the Emperor’s diftafte, and was repaid in hollow
flattery, and fincere hate. Who could chearfully
ferve a creature whom he could not help defpifing,
and probably had caufe to fear, one by whom he
knew himfelt dreaded, perhaps hated ?

Se&. VII. Under wicked. Princes, how
natural and common it is to wifh for a
change. Their different treatment living
and dead. Inwhat a ‘Prince is chiefly to
confide.

T NYOUBTLESS all good men, all prudent men,
all who withed the good of the Empire, the
tranquillity of Rome, and fecurity to themfelves,
had their eye upon a change. A better there might
be, a worfe there could not. All endeavours exerted
in behalf of fuch rafh, raging and polluted T'yrants,
tended only to prolong public mifery and difgrace,
as well as the ruin and - perils of particulars. The
who ferved them with moft applaufe, muft expe¢
diftruft and ill ufage in return, at beft to be dif-
miffed, perhaps to be deftroyed, as was that glo-

rious
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tious Commander CorBuLo by NxRro, and the
illuftrious Acricor a thought to have been by
DomitTian. Men wicked and corrupt are als .
ways fufpicious; and it was natural for them to
dread and hate the beft men for being thebeft. Nor
could either OTHo or ViTELL1US, witha good
grace, complain of being deferted and betray‘ed,- Ic
was no more than they themfelves had done to
GarLBa, who confided in them whilft they were
revolting from him.

BEs1DEs, fuch wastheir character with the Pubhc
and the pubhc opinion concerning them, fuch the
wrong meafures which they took, fuch the weak
and evil counfcllors whom they followed, that it °
was manifeft they could not ftand. And when -
Princes begin to totter, the zeal of their adherents
always begins to flacken. They who were the fore-
moft to flatter them, are alfo foremoft to cenfure
them 3 and, as a Prince in power never fails to have
merit and applaufe, a Prince who is fallen or fall-
ing, never wants faults and reproach. It was thus
with Ga LB 4 : How much zeal, how many warny
profefiions did he find whilft he ftood ? How many
upbraidings, how much contumely purfued him after
he fell ? It was thus with OTuo, thus with Vi1
TELLIUS, They were adored and traduced, as
fortune was feen to efpoufe them or to forfake them,
And thus it will be with all Princes. It is feldom’
that they will hear truth, feldom that others will
venture to tell it. ~ They muft therefore form
a judgment of the opinion of the Public, and of
their own ftability, from their own actions and ad- -
minifttation, from the charalter of the Minifters
whom they employ, and of the meafures which they
purfue, and not from the fayings and foothings
ofsthofe about them, nor from the thouts of a’
crowd, nor from the fidelity of their Generals.” All
thefe hghts may be deceitful, and have decéived

many,
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many. But a righteous condu® may be boldly
trufted. At worit, who would not rather fall by
it, than fubfift by vilenefs and imquity ? He who
falls through virtue is a gainer, whatever-he lofes 5
as he who gains by wickednefs is certainly a lofer,
whatever he gains.  Virtue is equivalent to all
things, and the wages of wickednefs are worfe than
nothing. Nor is this fpeculation only, and mere.
x;f{ining, but holds in practice, and the commerce of
Iife,

DISCOURSE II

Of competition amongft the Mini-
{ters of a Pririce, and their cor-
ruption. The evil effects of in-
dolence 1n a Prince.

Sctt. 1. Difeord between Miniffers, howr fé-
tal to their Maflers.

: THE ftrife and difcord between the Minifters
of a Prince, who wants authority to con-
troul them, and capacity to make advantage

of their difference, never fail to be of mifchievous
confequence. The Minifters of G a L B A were daily
ftriving not to ferve him, not to fave the State, but
to diftrefs and difappoint one another. Between the
Miniftets of ViTeLL1us the like enmity pre-
vailed. He could do nothing without them, they
did nothing but contend with one anothier 5 ard by
feeming partial toV A L E N's he provoked CAcin a
to hate him, and at laft revolt from him. For Sa-~
BINUs (VEspastAN’s brother) knew his df-
gufts, and improved them ; and by reprefenting his
D © uhequ
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unequal ufage from ViTEeLL1vs, drew him to
embrace the party of VEspastan. Nor was
this his defertion and infidelity a new or uncom-
mon thing: It is the ufual refult of fuch competi-
tions. When an ambitious man cannot engrofs the
whole power and favour. he will renounce what he
has, though ever {fo much, and concur with an enemy
to pull down a rival. "With fuch men the fear of
public and avowed enemies is not fo prevalent -and
alarming as that of a fecret Competitor,  Cardinal
MazarinN was abhorred by the faltion of the
Frondeurs, yet concerted with them for the ruin of
the Prince of Condé, even when the Frondeurs were
offering the Prince their affiftance to deftroy the Car-
dinal, whom the Prince had protected from their
vengeance. The Prince afterwards, in emulation to
the Cardinal, called in the Spaniards, the natural enc-
mics of France,

Twuz vile and malicious Eunuchs, they who go-
verned all things under Schan Hussein, Em-
peror of Perfia (a few years {ince depofed by the
Agvans) were more afraid of their own Generals,
efpecially if they proved honeft and able, than of
thefe Barbarians and public enemies. They were
therefore continually deftroying every brave com-
mander, and thence daily advancing the intereft and
conquefts of the invaders. This will account for
their hafty and amazing fuccefs.  Yetafter they had
gained many Provinces, were ravaging the heart of
the Empire, and advancing with terror and rapidity
to befiege the Capital, the Emperor having ap-
pointed a faithful and experienced General, had re-
gained moft of the country, and was upon the point
of retrieving all; tll the Eunuchs, the execrable
governing Eunuchs, fet themfelves, with all their
might and malice, to ruin his preferver und the pre-
ferver of the State, becaufe no man thould have
more credit than themflves, They effeted their

Vour. IIL D wicked
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wicked purpofe, and made that good-natured eafy
Prince believe, that his deliverer was his enemy,
and they themfelves his only vigilant guardians, whilft
they were difgracing his Government, and overturn-
ing his Throne. '

WHEN an army was defeated, one faction at
Court (for the wretched Eunuchs were always divided
into two) never failed to rejoice 3 as the General be-
ing preferred by one faction, was always and cer-
tainly maligned by the other. 'The lofs of Ar-
mies, the defolation of the Kingdom, the difhonour
of their Royal Mafter, the miferies of the poor un-
offending People, touched them not. They hated
domeftic rivals more than public enemies. There
followed, or rather there attended fuch competition
and mifrule, an intire diffolution of government.
No Magazines, no ftores, no experienced officers 3
nothing fit for the field. Even when all was loft
but the Capital, and that was befieged ; when the
fword was prefling them from without, fear and fa-
mine within, thefe mercilefs wretches forbore not to
cabal againtt every effort for deliverance, becaufe no
man {hould have the glory of effecting it, and thence
endanger or eclipfe them.

Sc&. 1. An indolent Prince a ready prey to
the falfeft and worft of all men: Thefe dif-
grace his Reign, and provoke his people.—
T heir amazing corruption.

HEN a Prince neglects himfelf and his own

credit, all men will be apt to neglect him'

The woift men will be fure to gather about him, and
then the beft men cannot ferve him. ScHAH
Hussern had been ferved by able Minifters,
brave Generals; but the Eunuchs difappointed all
their endeavours, and often deftroyed their fortunes
and lives. Weak and indolent Princes always truft
men
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men too much or too little; and it behoves every
Prince to be wary what fort of perfons he entertains
about him in any ftation, fince all fuch, however
low, will always have fome degree of influence
and be able to hurt him. If they cannot miflead
him (which yet they will probably endeavour, pro-
bably accomplith) they can at leaft difcredit him
either by reviling him, or by behaving themfelves
corruptly, and thence bring a ftain upon him. For
a Prince always fuffers by the ill behaviour and de-
pravity of his fervants, efpecially where they meddle
in the diftribution of favours or punifhments.

GavLea’s common domeftics and even his flaves
were confiderable enough to dithonour the Sovereignty
of their Mafter, becaufe they were known to fell
all places and all acts of grace. The Emperor,
who fthould have confidered the defert of particulars,
fhould have confidered their capacity and preten-
fions, as well as his own reputation and the juftice
of beftowing benefits worthily, neglected this ufeful
and important duty, and left it to the adminiftration
of his domeftics, who difcharged it to his reproach
and their own gain. With thefe mercenary and
faithlefs knaves it availed not how much or how faft
they difgraced, and confequently ruined their good
old Mafter, provided they could by his indulgence
and their own villainy acquire money : Though cvery
ftep that they took to raife themifelves in this dif-
honourable way, was a ftep taken to fink him,
fince in his' fame and reputation, which they were
thus polluting and pulling down, his beft ftrength
lay.

INpEED it never fails to four and provoke the Pec-
ple, People of all ranks, when they fee underlings
and upftarts, perhaps vagabonds and ftrangers, rife,
by the mere countenance and indolence of - a Prince,
into pomp and wealth ; fee his Butler or his Barber
pofieffed of forwupe fufficient for the qualifications of

: D2 many
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many Senators. If upon themfelves only they
brought public odium, it were of little moment 3

but by fuch infamous gain they bring infamy upon
their Patron and their Prince, not to mention the
juft refentment of all fuch whofe reafonable preten-
fions are thus defeated. So confiderable is the evil
and danger to a Prince in having venal minds about
him. GaAvBa was as much undone by the corrup-
tion of his fervants, as by the corruption and vio-
lence of the foldiers,

To the Emperor Scrnan Husse1n there was
no accefs but through the favour of the Eunuchs,
nor any merit confidered by them but that of money.

Thefe filthy flaves fold the royal protetion, fold-

the royal favours to the beft bidder, and made pub-
lic traffic of public employments and juftice. Hence
all emulation in merit was extinguithed, where no
fufficiency, no virtue was fegarded. Hence alfo
public oppreffion, with private extortion and rapine,
in all forms; fince they who had exhaufted them-
felves to purchafe places, were forced to exercife all
forts of villainy and fpoil to repay themfelves, and to
feed their infatiable Patrons the Eunuchs with con-
tinual bribes for prote¢tion and impunity. Thus all
Perfia groaned under depredations and licenfed
fpoilers. Formerly no thefts or robberies were known
amongft them, becaufe the Governors of the places
and provinces were anfwerable for the damage, and
took fpecial care to prevent it. But under Scuan
Hussein robbery was common, and even en-
couraged, becaufe the Governors had a fhare, or,
in civiller words, a perquifite.  Nor had they
ought to fear from juftice, for none was firring,.
As long as they had prudence and a purfe to fee the
FEunuchs, they might {poil and ravage without mercy

or fhame. He muft be a very fimple knave, un--

worithy to be an oppreffor, who would not refign a
part to fave limfelf and the whole,
THE
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T u e Eunuchs, the moft barbarous blocdfuckers
that Perfia had ever feen, were, forfooth, f{uch ene-
mies to blood, that they taught the Emperor a
cruel piece of falfe mercy, that of putting no man
to death for any crime whatfoever. Thus thefe pious
deceivers fecured themfelves. Then by their advice
he turned all punifhments into pecuniary mulcts ;
but, as his confcience fcrupled to recetve amercements
for fin and crimes, they who taught his confcience
this tender leffon for their own good, had the finger-
ing of all thefe fines. Thus thefe gentle hypocrites
enriched themfelves.

T HE public Tax in Perfia was fixed and certain,
and every town paid yearly fuch a limited and con-
ftant fum. This the Governors could not alter:
But as the mulé&ts for offences are arbitrary, they
were difcovering perpetual offences and raifing per-
petual fines, and thus pillaged the people of fums
mighty and uncertain. They ufed by thefe money-
penalties to levy at once fix times more upon fome
towns than thefe towns paid to the public Tax in
a whole year. Even by the Governor of Ifaphan,
the capital of the Empire, and feat of Government,
thieves and robbers were put to ranfom. Such as
had not robbed fufficiently to fatisfy him and gain
his favour and a releafe, were kept in jayl, yet let
out at nights to rob again and aguin ; and by their
laft robberies they cleared themfelves of punifhment
for all the former,

D Sect,
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Se&. 1II. The Reign of an indolent ‘Prince,
how deffruitive it may prove, however
barmlefs the man. Into what contempt
he falls.

O W whence all the abovementioned crying
injuftice, whence this abfence of all equal
prote@tion and depravation of all Law in Perfia ;
whence all this anarchy and fpoil of the greater over
the fmaller, this general and rampant iniquity, this
facrifice and oppreffion of innocence? Came it not
all from one root, the bafenefs and corruption of
thofe about the Throne, and the weaknefs of him
uponit? Scuan Hussein wasa Prince of in-
finite good nature, full of generofity, full of mercy
and compafTion ; his mind of that delicacy and ten-
dernefs, that he was ftartled and alarmed upon have-
ing thot a Duck in one of his canals, when he meant
only to have frightened her. He thought ‘himfelf
polluted with blood, and for expiation had recourfe
to afs of devotion and alms-deeds. For he had
likewife a world of religion 3 fo much religion, that
when' fire had feized the great Hall of the Palace,
fall of wealth and rich furniture, he would not fuffer
it to be extinguithed, for fear of oppofing the decrees
of Providence. He gave immenfe Charities, built
Monafteries, endowed Hofpitals, performed long

Pilzrimages, one Pilgrimage of fix hundred miles.
Now what availed his good-nature, what his
compaffion or his religion? He would not hurt a
Duck, but fuffered his Subjeéts to be pillaged and
undone, brought war and defolation upon his Coun-
try. . The poor man faw the Duck killed, but faw
not the oppreffions of his people, nor heard their cries.
He feemed to have no other Kingdom or care than
his Seraglio. The Ladies there, not his Subjets,
had all his time and benevolence 3 and the Gover-
: nor
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nor of a-City or Province: was fure to pleafe him,
if he fent him a fine Woman! No matter how that
Governor ufed or abufed the People.. About this
Scuau Hussei1n made no enquiry : If he had,
his faithful advifers the Eunuchs were beforehand re-
tained to make a favourable anfwer, In truth, thefe
indulgent Tutors of his, had confulted his eafe fo
much in withdrawing him from all the cares and
fatigues of Government, by affuming the whole of
that painful tafk to themfelves, that he feerned not
to believe himfelf interefted in the concerns or fate
of his own Empire. 'When he was told that the
public enemy approached to Ifaphan ; he faid, ¢ It
¢ was the bufinefs of the Minifters to look to that ;
“ they had armies ready. For his part, if his
¢¢ Palace at Farabath were but left him, he thould
‘¢ be content.” Into what infenfibility, what weak-
nefs, and, therefore, into what contempt, had this
poor harmlefs Prince brought himfelf, by trufting
blindly to felfifh feducers.

T Haw a Prince, or a State, or great Man fallen
into contempt, nothing is more coptemptlblc, no-
thing is more infecure. This, I think, is an ob-
fervation of Liivy. Even that religious or rather
fuperftitious turn, with which thefe defigning hypo-
crites had bewitched Scuan Hussei1n, the bet-
ter to govern their Dupe by fuch ghoftly fears, was
of pernicious confequence to his People. In one
long pilgrimage which he took, to vifit the tomb
of a Saint, as he travelled accompanied with all his
Seraglio and a guard of fixty thoufand men, he op-
prefled and ruined all the Provinces through which
he pafled, and wafted more treafure than would have
ferved for many expeditions againft the invaders of
Perfia.

A PrincEe who negleéts his affairs will always
be contemned, and from the moment he is con-
temned, he ceafes to be fecure. People will be

D4 - turning
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turning their eyes and minds towarcﬁb a Succeflor,
growing impatient for a change, and perhaps be ready
to make one. At beft, though they may with him
well, they cannot efteem him. 'What efteem could
the Public entertain for Pr 11 1 p the fourth of Spain,
when they faw him marching to defend his Kingdom
againft the French, accompanied, not with a num-
ber of Officers, but with a troop of Comedians.
For fuch had been the contrivance of the Count
Duke Or1varEs, to keep him from marching
too faft, and from meddling with affairs, and feeing
~public mifmanagements. What wonder if the af-
fairs of that Prince were fo loofely conduéted, if
his defigns mifcarried, and that great Monarchy,
for fo long a time, made fo {mall a figure, when
the Monarch himfelf was refigned to abfolute indo-
lence, and not he but his Favourites reigned ? Small
will be the credit of a Nation abroad, when the
adminiftration is loofe or. wretched at home, and
{fmall the regard for a Prince who exercifes not the
duty of cne. PHirip was a good man, but a
bad King, as it is poffible that a good King may be
a bad man.

Se&. IV. A Prince befet with evil Counfel-
lors, how faft he improves in evil.

PRINCE who is naturally weak, or, which

is the fame thing, has ability, but does not ap-

ply it, is always fure of being furrounded by the
worft of all men, who will be flocking about him
as eagerly as a party of robbers about a rich booty,
and wil exert equal zeal to keep far from him all fuch
who are not fo bad as themfelves. If they find him
weak, they will make him wicked ; if they find him
wicked, they will make him worfe. If they cannot
make him diretly cruel, they will at leaft make him
idle, and idlenefs ina Prince 1s cruelty ; fince he who
' governs
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governs all men, ought to be more vigilant than all.
A Prince who minds not affairs, let his intention be
ever fo good, is liable to be eternally abufed and
mifled ; for without experience, and examination,
and attending to the courfe of things,. he can form no
judgment about them; but muft truft altogether to
the judgment and reprefentation of others, and thence
becomes their property and machine.

Tue moft mifchievous of all the Roman Em-
perors (and more mifchievous the world never faw)
were yet made worfe by their Favourites and Flat-
terers.  The cruelty of T'1 BE R 1Us was heightened
by the bloody counfels of SEjanus; Macro
promoted the monftrous excefles of CarLrcura;
and the brutal N & r 0 was made more brutal by the
inftigation of TicerLrLiNus, Of all human ver-
min the worft are found in debauched Courts ;3 and
even a well-difpofed Prince, if he be but credulous
and lazy, can hardly efcape being managed and cor-
rupted by them, efpecially if he be addited to
pleafure.  They will be continually laying baits for
him, devifing new fcenes of voluptuoufnefs, and
keeping him immerfed in fenfuality.

Tuze Emperor Com Mo us was carefully edu-
cated by feveral learned men placed about him by
his father the excellent MarRcus AURELIUS,
who at his death left him in the hands of his own
ancient friends and worthy Minifters. But he foon
became weary of virtuous Men, became foon cor-
rupted by Flatterers and debauched Courtiers, aban-
doned the duty of an Emperor, and furrendered him-
felf to eafe and luxury. In this courfe he was en-
couraged by his reigning Favourites, particularly by
CreEaNDER, who, whilft he was funk in volup-
tuoufnefs, ftudied to deftroy him, and fet up himfelf.
SEJaNUs too, from managing the whole bufinefs of
the Empire, found himfelf ina condition of afpiring
to be Emperor.

WHEN
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Wi eN aPrince runs thus, like Commopus,
into thefe dangers (though they were dangers of his
own making, and arofe from his mifmanagement and
tolly) they four his fpirit, make him diftruftful of
all men, and thence mifchievous and cruel to all.
Thus from purpofes perhaps harmlefs at firft, he be-
comes at laft a Tyrant. This was the fate and
character of Commopus, who in the heginning
chiefly attended to pleafure: This withdrew him
from Government and the bufinefs of a Prince:
Others ruled ; he grew defpifed : Confpiracies were
formed againft him: Thefe incenfed him; and
from being an idle voluptuary, he commenced a
bloody Tyrant. He greedily hearkened to all
flanders, all defamations ; thought all men wicked 3
contracted fierce enmity to every thing that was
good ; abhorred and banifthed from his prefence all
men who had virtue or wifdom, as men ill forting
with his reign and genius and degenerated into a de-
vouring favage ; would fee none about him but
Buffoons, Pimps, Pandars, Gladiators and Chario-
teers, wretches as polluted as himfelf, and fo vile
as to give him no umbrage; and fet himfelf, to
butcher and deftroy all who were obnoxieus to him
or them. Hence he grew further detefted, and
found that he was; and thence his freth fallies of Fury
and Tyranny. Such is the gradation, and {o natu-
rally does evil beget and multiply evil "

DIS-



DI1SCOURSES .upon TACITUS. 43

DISCOURSE IIL
Of public Frugality.

Sc&. 1. The Prodigality of the Emperors
its terrible confequences to the Public,
namely, Tyranny, Murders and Oppreffion.

MONGST all the weaknefles, vices, and
A excefles of the Roman Emperors who in-
volved themfelves and the Empire in cala-

mities, none contributed more to their own ruin and
that of the State, than their Profufenefs and Prodi-
gality. And upon all Princes and Courtries in the
world the fame conduct will have the fame effeét.
¢ If by popular or vain-glorious bounties we ex-
¢ hauft the Exchequer, by rapine and oppreflions
¢ we muft fupply it 5 faid T1BERIUS very wifely.
" It was what his mad Succeffor did; he wafted the
publick money, then robbed and murdered to get
more. This was the courfe of almoft all the fuc-
ceeding Princes,of CaL1cura, NErRo,OTHo,
Viterrivs, DomiTran, Commonus, &c.
And this the continual caufe of lawlefs oppreflion
and killing. In taxing the People and arraigning
particular men, it was not juftice or guilt that were
confidered, 'but how much money could be acquired.
So that wealthy men were always guilty, extra-
vagance and murder fucceeded one another naturally,
a man who had a great Fortune rarely efcaped be-
ing a great Traitor, and with his Life he always
forfeited his Eftate. Oftentimes rich men were put
to death without any form at all, but only by a
thort direction from the Emperor to kill them, and
feize all that they had. And N e ro, whenever he
beftowed
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beftowed any public Office, always told the perfon ;
¢ Thou knoweft what my wants require: let our
¢ joint endeavours be, that no man poflefs any
¢¢ thing.”

Tuese Tyrants firft brought themfelves into
neceffities by monftrous waftetulhefs and diffipation,
then let loofe their bloodhounds to fpoil and deftroy
men and countries for a fupply. NEero declared,
that he knew no other ufe of Treafure but to {catter it,
and thought the calculation of expence (without which
neither the Public nor particulars can fubfift) a tafk
only worthy of mifers and mean fouls ; but efteemed
fuch who knew how to lavifh and confound, as {pi-
rits altogether polite and magnificent. Nor did he
admire and applaud his uncle CaL1cura for any
of his execrable exploits, fo much as for his con-
fuming, in fo fhort a time, fuch an immenfe Trea-
fure left in the Exchequer by T1Ber1Us 3 that is
to fay, above one and twenty millions of our money
in lefs than ayear. He indeed clofely followed the
great example, infomuch that he plundered and
iquandered almoft all that that mighty' Empire could
yield him. He robbed and exhaufted Nations,
Cities, Churches, and all degrees of men, not only
of money and land, but of furniture, pictures and
ornaments. From wanting, he proceeded to plunder-
ing and killing.  So had his pattern and predeceflor
CaricuLa, who had at laft defcended to keep
"public Stews for money, whither all men were in-
vited to encourage the Emperor, and promote his
trade. He likewife kept a public warehoufe for the
fale of confifcated goods, which he put upon his
cuftomers at his own price. DoMITran too,
when by every wild expence he had drained the
Treafury, and involved himfelf in great ftraights,
had recourfe to every expedient, every trick of ra-
-pine and {poiling, and to unlimited butchery.

WHAT



Discourses #pon TACITUS. 45

W arT elfe could be expected, after fuch incre-
dible wafte, but proportionable barbarity and plun-
der ? N & r o had fquandered away above feventeen
millions, in mad bounties; ViTELLIUS, in afew
months, confumed more than feven millions, chiefly
in feats of voluptuoufnefs and gluttony. Cavri-
cura in one fupper fpent near eighty thoufand
pounds, and upon his favourite horfe beftowed a
ftable furnifhed with ivory and folid gold, befides a
great houthold and train. NERro entertained T 1-
RIDATES in Rome, at the expence of above fix
thoufand pounds a day; and when he went away,
prefented him with the fum of near eight hundred
thoufand pounds. To M e N EcRr A T Es the Harper,
andto SpxcrLLusthe Fencer, he gave the Palaces
and patrimonial Eftates of noble Romans, even thofe.
of the firft dignity, fuch as had been diftinguithed
with triumphal honours. Nor, after this, was it a
wonder to {ee his Lady Popp £ a drawn by Mules
covered with harnefles of Gold, or bathing herfelf
daily in the warm milk of five hundred fhe-affes,
fuch as had lately foaled.

Tur revenue of the world was not equal to the
expence and luxury of thefe Imperial Vultures, fran-
tic with power and elevation. No matter for the
mifiry, the want and beggary of humankind, fo
thefe profligates, the worft of the race, might but
riot with their vile train of Pandars, Sycophants,
Harlots, Ba%oons and Informers about them ; for in
fuch: only tiey delighted.  Nations muft be drained
of their whole wealth and beft blood, to furnith out
a debauch for the chief Cannibal and his crew. To
pamper a few fuch as were the curfe and difgrace of
nature, all the reft were obliged to languifh, to for-
row, and to perith. Whenever a new fund was
wanted, to carry on the courfe of voluptuoufnefs
and prodigality, it was only laying a heavy Tax
upon the miferable People already undone by Taxes,
: or
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or murdering and confifcating a number of men
guilty of being rich, fometimes forty at once.

Se&. 1. Only the worft men [hare in the
bounties of an extravagant ‘Prince, and
carefully feclude the beft ——— How ruinous
his extravagance to himfelf and the State.

N the bounties of a prodigal Prince the worft men
always fhare, as by it all the reft are fufferers.
Such as really deferve it, are feldom the better for
it. The vitious, the idle, the impudent and the
falfe, will naturally flock about him, and be vigi-
lant to keep far from him whatever bears the dan-
gerous marks of honefty, truth, or modefty. Ter-
tible Rivals thefe to the Minions of Power, and
never to be fuffered to approach, at leaft not to be
heard when they do. When the poor unfortunate
ViTerLrivus, not more unhapoy in his own folly
than in the falthood and corruption of his Confidents,
was undoing himfelf by precipitate counfel, fuch of
his officers as would have dealt faichfully with him,
and advifed him profitably, were debarred by the
Minions, who had in truth {fo moulded his foft and
fimple {pirit, that he would hear nothing but what
was pleafing and pernicious, and difrelithed every
Jhoneft truth, as unfavoury and bitter. An honeft Cen-
turion who honourably ventured to acquaint him with
his condition, with the ftrength and vitory of his
enemies, with his own weaknefs and lofs, was re-
viled by him as a Traitor ; ufage which fo incenfed
the brave man, that, asa proof of his fincerity, he
went and flew himfelf. :

W o were they that reaped all the enormous gifts
of the Roman Emperors? Who but Fencers, Fid-
lers, Jefters, Proftitutes, Voluptuaries, Procurers
and Accufers, Creatures at once the moft wafteful
and rapacious, the pefts and difhonour of Society anr}

o
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of the Court, but with the Emperors chief Fa-
vourites and privy Counfellors. The Government
of Viterrius was chiefly conduéted by the
vileft . Mimics and Chariot-drivers ; but efpecially
by AsraTtricus, his Freed-flave: This laft was
his Pathic, or Male-Miftrefs, reckoned one of the

richeft men in the Empire, and the greateft rogue.
¢ THuE followers to a King exceflive in gifts,
¢ are exceflive in demands, and cut thém not out
¢ by reafon, but by example,” fays Sir RoBERT
Corton: ¢ Favours paft are not accounted.
¢ 'We love no favours but what are future.” Some
of thefe obfervations he has taken from Mon-
TAGNE, He adds, that ¢ the more a Prince
¢ weakeneth himfelf in giving, the poorer he is in
¢¢ friends. For fuch prodigality ina Sovereign ever
¢ ends in the rapine of his Subjects.” He inftances
in Henry the Third. This King, fo prodigal
and bountiful, was forced to fell his Lands, fell his
Jewels, pawn his Countries abroad, nay, his Im-
perial Crown, and even to rob the Shrine of Eb-
w A R D the Confeflor. At laft he had not bread for
his family, was driven to quit houfe-keeping, and
went about with his Queen and Children, from Ab-
bey to Abbey, humbly feeking vittuals and lodg-
ing.
A lamentable fituation for a King or a Man; yet
he deferved no other, and indeed run into it by his
great obftinacy, perjury and tyranny. He had fealed,
he had figned, and folemnly {worn to obferve the
great Charter, with many terrible execrations upon
himfelf, or any other that broke it. Yet he after-
wards broke it openly, bid open defiance to all
Qaths, all Charters and Laws, had recourfe to
avowed Oppreflion, called in foreign Counfellors ahd
foreign Guards, bzcame an Enemy to” his People
and a public Spoiler.  But from all his {poiling and
opprefling, he gained nothing in the end but the
2 . quit
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juft recompence of fuch enormous meafures, thame
and diftruft, fcorn and beggary. Yet again his Oath
was taken, again he {wore to obferve the great Char-
ter, and was once more reinftated and fupplied. But,
faithlefs ftill, and defpifing the ties of confcience for
the mifchievous pofieflion of unjuft power, he once
more ventured his own Damnation and a War upon
his People. It muft be owned, he grew wifer near
his Jatter end, and after he had governed fifty years,
began to learn from many efforts, many trials and
revolutions, after much diftrefs and difgrace, that his
greateft power, his greateft fafety, confifted in ruling
righteoufly, in obeying the Laws, and ufing his
People well.

¢ Hr1s immoderate liberality, fays Sir RoserT,
he had found but a weak means to win love ; but
it loft more in gathering, than it gained in the
giving. This Bounty beftowed without refpet,
was taken without grace, difcredited the Re-
ceiver, detracted from the judgment of the Giver,
¢ and blunted the appetites of {fuch as carried their
¢ hopes out of virtue and fervice.”—- He that
will ¢¢ lay the foundations of greatnefs upon popular
¢ love, muft give the People eafe and juftice. = For
¢ they meafure the bond of their obedience always
¢ by the good that they receive.”

e«
(39
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Se&. L. The wafte of public Money, its ten-
dency to produce popiilar Commotions and
civil War.—— How much men love them-
Jelves better than the Public. ———Such
wafle feldom anfwers any end.

HENCE began the civil War in Paris,
during the minority of I.ew1s the four-
teenth, but from the extreme exactions and oppref-
fions practifed to fupply the treafury, exhaufted by
' prodigality,
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prodigality, and by bounties and penfions to parti-
culars ? For the Queen and the Cardinal, to recom-
mend their adminiftration, and ftrengthen themfelves
with friends, refufed nothing, gave the public money
with both hands, and by gratifying Creatures made
the People mad. For the poor People muft ever pay
all, even for their own undoing. It may not be
amifs to obferve here, that, whilft the People, only
were opprefled, the fovereign Courts made no oppo-
fition : But as foon as they themfelves began to be
cramped and fqueezed, they prefently grew public-
fpirited, and combined to make a great ftand.
Thence the famous Arrét of Union of all the Parlia-
ments.  Yet the Parliament of Paris, though ating
from fuch narrow and felfith motives, was thought the
refuge of the diftrefled, and adored by the People,
who, unlefs mifled by fome falfe friend, or by fome
fuperior paffion, are always and naturally grateful.

T u1s behaviour of the Parliament of Paris re-
minds me of a man who had a place in the Exche=
quer during our own civil War. The man was a
good Cavalicr, a great lover of Church and Mon-
archy., He had an affection for the caufe and perfon
of the King, and was concerned for his misfortunes.
But whatever befell his Majefty and the Royal In-
tereft, or that of the Church, which were both
daily finking, the good man, though very forry,
ftill kept his temper and his place, ftill preached
- patience and acquiefcence to his friends. He faw all
the calamities of his Royal Mafter, faw him taken,
imprifoned, hardly ufed, tried, nay, his head cut
off, faw Monarchy it felf and Epifcopacy utterly
abolithed : He difliked all this indeed, but bore it
all.  He was ftill for fubmitting to the Powers that
were, though he approved them not. At laft the
Parliament did a thing which effectually fet tire to
his zeal, by going about to regulate and retrench

the Fees of the Exchequer, He then declared,
Vour. IIL E ¢ That



50 Discoursks #pon TACITUS,

t That if they were for ftriking at Fundamentals,
¢ it was high time for all honeft men to look about
¢ them.”

No bribe, no liberality can fecure men void of
natural honour and virtue. Many of thofe who had
been moft highly favoured by Princes; and moft be-
holden to their liberality, were the firft to defert
them, and to turn againft them, Many have thought
the advantages given them to be no more than what
were already due to their merit, and therefore no
ties upon them to future fervice. Befides, many
will be bribed and engaged to go certain lengths, but
not all.  And fuch largefles, fuch officious applica-
tion to men by the means of money, will be apt to
pafs for an argument of the weaknefs of the Ad-
miniftration, and the fears of thofe in Power ; and
then the Government will be difpifed, and the
Leeches ftill craving for more.  Or it will be judged
that the Court hath evil and dangerous defigns 5 and
then too the price will be raifed by fome ; others
will quite fall off.  Many of all thefc forts quite de-
ferted the Queen and  the Cardinal 5 and of fuch as
remained, few were cordial and determined, what-
ever they appeared.

Sc&. 1V. Tke wifdom of Parfimony in a
Prince---- The certain diftrefs and difgrace
of fuch as are prodigal.

RINCES fhould confider themfelves as only

Stewards of the public Purfe, and what a breach
of truft it is, -what a breach of honour; nay, how
cruel and criminal, to apply the Pecople’s money
otherwife than for the People’s benefit, much more
to wafte it wantonly, or beftow it upon Idlers,
Flattercrs and Decbauchees. I am pleafed with the
frugality and public f{pirit of OM A R, the fecond
Caliph after MaromeT, He had a jewel of

gI‘CLIE
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great price fent him, as a prefent from the Greek
Emperor HER ACLI us, and fold it. His friends
advifed him to keep it for himfelf. But Omar
faid, he could not anfwer that to the Public. In
proportion to this his public frugality, was the fteadi-
nefs and credit of his Government ; and in dealing
with particulars, he was equally juft and judicious.

Ve r v different were the meafures of OTHM AN,
the next Caliph, different his reputation and fute:
He was partial and profufe to his Creatures;, em-

loyed them however unqualified, removed the
ch’c Officers in the State to make room for them;
and upon them wafted the public Treafure, which
his predecefiors owned to belong to the Public;
But OrumAn faid that it was God’s, and that
he who was fucceflor to the Apoftle of God, hid
a right to difpofe of it as he pleaﬁd Itis prolnbl
that his Minions and Flatterers, they who gnned
by his mifmanagement and prodigality, had been
filling his weak head with wild dreams of his Pre-
rogative and Divine Right, for which doubtlefs thefe
pernicious hypocrites appeared very zealous: It wag
what others have done finces that is, they have
ofteri fo infatuated a Prince with a divine right of
doing whatever he pleafed, (that is, a power from
the good God to be mifchievous to men) that he
has perithed in making the experiment. In which
the Almighty did but Vindicate his gbodnefs from
fuch a blafphemous imputation, and give thefe fe-
ducers the lye;

A Proruse Adminiftration is '1lways loof
difrefpected and tottering : Thatof OTuM A N wad
eminently fo, and ended tragically.  Public dif
contents and rcfentments; popular remonftrances and
infurrections, were the natural efft ects of his miftule;
As he had facrificed all things t0 his Creatures;
Aid regarded his Family more than the Public 3
it was no wondef that the People; Who were not

Ez tegatded
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regarded by him, grew weary of him ; no wondet
that they were enraged at fuch a fcandalous diffi-
pation of the public money to feed worthlefs Fa-
vourites. And when the People whom he had pro-
voked, had taken up arms againft him, could his
Favourites, whom he had {o dearly purchafed, protect
him ? No: The poor man, having foft all efteem and
the hearts of his fubjeéts; was left helplefs and ferlorn,
and butchered in his houfe with the Alcoran in his
lap. For OrmmaN was very devout, and per-
haps faying his prayers, when his Secretary was
ufing his name and feal to the deftruétion of his
beft fubjects, and fervants ; a practice ufual with the
Scecretary. _

“ Hexry the third of France was 2 moft lavifh
Prince, and according to the meafure of his lavifh-
nefs were his exactions and rapine. He was {o
buried in riot and fenfuality, and his fubjetts {o
drained and pillaged, as to have it faid of him,
that only by his daily and heavy oppreffions, they
knew him to be alive. Could a more infamous
thing be faid of a King, one whofe duty it is to be
daily employed in contriving how to eafe and benefit
his People 2 He made a very different ufe of Sove-
reignty, and robbed them without mercy to fatiate
his Minions and his Vice: As if Royalty were
only pomp and luxury, and Princes only for them-
felves.

H e reaped the juft fruits of fuch extreme wicked-
nefs and folly ; and fuffered forely for having made
his People fuffer. By his prodigality and the bar-
barous methods which he took to fupply it, he drove
them to defpair ; and as the fiuft part of his reign
had been wanton and oppreflive, the latter part of
it was miferable and diftrefled. He never could
recover the efteem and affections of his fubjects 5
fo that ambitious men, taking advantage of the fcorn
and hate borne him by almoft all men, hunted him

4 Lo
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to his grave; and he who had been a man of
blood, died in blood. Yet this unhappy Prince
had many good qualities, and fome great ones.
But he was eafy and profufe, and thence the pro-
perty of Sycophants, Minions and Monks, and to
his People a very great Tyrant.

His father too had a fine difpofition and fine
endowments, but his reign was grievous and in-
tolerable ; becaufe he was profufe, and therefore
rapacious, He loaded his Kingdom with heavy
impofitions, fuch as were unknown before, yet all
too little to gorge a few Favourites. So that be-
fides the general grinding of the poor people, the
rich muft be brought under forfeitures, and their
eftates given to the Leeches about the King. To
accomplifh this, Laws were ftretched or trod under
foot, evidence forged, witnefles fuborned, and every
execrable Court-art tried to deftroy the innocent,
on purpofe to enrich wretches bloated with guilt and
crimes. Herefy was one fruitful pretence for wor-
rying and robbing the wealthy, that the Minions
might have their fpoils, To be innocent was of no
availment 5 nor had any man, marked out for a
victim, other remedy than that of redeeming his
life and eftate by a large price given to the Mini-
ons for their interpofition with the King, who, for
the fake of fuch blood-thirfty ferpents, was become
the enemy and fpoiler of his People.

T u e Dutchefs of Valentinois, a wicked woman
who governed this King and mifled him, glutted
her felf with confifcations ; efpecially thofe of the
Hugonots. He himfelf the while was necefitous,
his Government weak, and full of mifcarriages and
difhonour. He had fpent a large Treafure left him
by his father, devoured the fubftance of his People,
feized many Eftates, was forty millions in debt,
yet the Kingdom not defended, nor his Domlmons

E 3 preferved,
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preferved intire, but on all hands loft and difmem-
bered®.

SucH a curfe upon a King are venal and vo-
mcmus Favourites : Such a curfe upon the People,
is a King governed by them. They never fail to
bring mifery and defolation upon his People, and
upon him neceflity and dithonour : Perhaps he ef-
capes not fo. A violent death, which fhortened the
days of that Prince, leaves us only room to con-
Jje€ture what events his meafures’ might have pro-

duced, had he continued them, and “his reign been
longcr

Se&. V. Public Frugality and public Pro-
Jufion compared in their effects.---- Princes
brought by extravagance into difirefs have
70 reﬁwrce in the hearts and purfes of
the People.

ARSIMONIA magnum eft vefligal. It is not
‘great Revenue, but great Frugality, that creates
plenty, nor a {mall income, bat want of thrift, that
brings poverty. Frawcis the firlt with a few
Taxes was rich, though always in war : Such was the
force of gond management, that this alone fufficed
for fo many demands, fo many expences.  His Suc-
ceffors with numerous Taxes were poor even in peace.
Francis was fo apprized of the fufficiency of the
public Revenue even then, that he advifed his fon
Hzw~r v the fecond to eafe the People, and abolifh
fome of the Impoits, efpecially fuch as were laid on
to fupport the War, 'We fec how well he profited
by fuch good counfel.
W e EN Princes, who by extravwance and mif-
management are diftreflzd in thex: F tnances, come

a Aliis quidem quum omnia raperent, & rapta Tetinerent,
utfi nihil rapunﬁent, m]ul detmuxﬁ"ent, defucrmt omnia. P/m
sz

to
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to be prefled by any public exigency, by diforders
at home or war abroad (and to fuch exigences fuch
Princes will be ever moft obnoxious) they then find,
perhaps too late, the folly and wickednefs of their
il ceconomy. The People whom they have pro-
voked and abufed will not help them, or, being
already impoverithed, cannot. Wil they then have
recourfe to their Minions for help to defend their
Crown and Dignity, and to repulfe an Invader?
N e ro in the midft of his {ports and profufion never
had thought of a day of diftrefs, or that he fhould
ever be obliged to afk the Romans for money, and
be refufed : But he lived to fee that day, to find
wants, and none to fupply them. When the Pro-
vinces and Armies were revoldng, and he judged
an expedition in perfon neceffary to reclaim them,
he wanted a fund to {et it on foot, and commanded
all orders of men to bring in fuch a proportion of
money. But almoft all men refufed to contribute
any thing, and, with common confent, defired, that
he would rather recall all the monftrous fums which
he had beftowed upon his creatures and implements,
the Informers and Accufers. It was a juft and a -
bitter return made to the deadly Tyrant. ‘

A F R UG A L adminiftration of the public Treafure
is a fign of a well-governed State, which can never
be well governed where the public Treafure is waft-
ed and mifapplied. To the honour of Queen
EvrrzaBEeTH’s reign it was faid, (and to her ho-
nour too much never can be faid) that in her Court
Majefty and Thrift ftrove for pre-eminence : No
Prodigality, no Meannefs : No Hardfhips upon the
People ; no Refentment upon the Queen.  She never
had oppreffed nor drained her People: No wonder
the had their hearts, which Mr. OsBorNE calls,
very truly, the Paradife of a Prince.

Her Succeffor, who was always lavifh, was
always in wants, and ever hunting after new refources

E 4 for
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for money ; nor did he refufe any that were offered,
however heavy, however fcandalous. Hence fa
many Combinations and Monopolies, to the ruin of
Trade, and the affli¢tion of the Subjed, fo many
vexatious Profecutions, fo many exceflive and arbi-
trary Fines, The Bloodfuckers about him were
continually preying upon him, and forcing him ta
prey upon the Public. Profufenefs created want,
and want, which tempts private men to be knaves,
makes.public men oppreffors.  All his regular Re-
venue, all the fupplies which he had from Parlia-
anents, with all the advantages which arofe from
‘many mean devices, many oppreflive tricks to get
.money, ‘were hardly fufficient to raife and fupport
Favourites, Upftarts, Panders and Voluptuaries.

Covuwp the Public like fuch an Adminiftration,
or honour him? He was accounted at beft but a
King in Law, not eftablithed upon the affetions of
‘his People. It was reckoned that his Minions coft
‘England more than Queen EL 1z 4 B £ T 1 had {pent
in all her Wars. He was fond of all new ways of
raifing money and fqueezing his Peaple, fond of all
Forfeitures and Confifcations ; affronted his Parlia-
ment, fo that they cared not to oblige him 3 deceived
them, {o that they would no longer truft him; de-
nied their reafonable demands, or granted and then
eluded them ; defcended to all low fhifts, and was
at laft thought unworthy of all confidence, fubmitted
to have the money granted by Parliament depofited
in the hands of Commiffioners appointed by Parlia-
~ment, yet afterwards forced it from thefe Com-
miffioners againft all faith and honour folemnly
plighted.

A Pr1xce mufl be extremely defpifed of whom
it could be faid, as it was of him, ¢ That he had
¢ no defigns to hurt any people but his own ; and
“¢ was fevere againft Deer-ftealers, but indulgent to
$¢ Man-flayers,” fince no murder was punifhed when

. the
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the murderer had money. In return for all his
Prodigality, Falthood and Oppreffion, he was fcorn-
ed, hated, and lived in conftant uneafinefs and di-
ftrefs. In his reign began thofe difcontents which
afterwards involved the Nation in the long Civil
War,

Se&. VI. The greateft Revenues infufficient
under ill management---- How grievous this
to the People, how baneful to the State.
The true Liberality of a ‘Prince, what.
The vile fpirit of flastering Cafisifts.

O Revenue whatever is large enough to bear

N conftant embezzlement. The wealth of the
new World, the mines of Mexico and Peru, pof-
{efled by the Spaniards, could not keep their great
Monarchy from fcandalous poverty during a long
courfe of years in the late reigns ; becaufe the Fi-
nances were miferably managed, lavithed in mif-
applications and enormous Penfions, and diverted
from the fervice of the State. By this means, in a
great meafure, that proud Monarchy, which had
aimed at being univerfal, was become fo impotent
and helplefs, that, far from conquering other coun-
tries, fhe could not defend fer own, faw fome of
her moft confiderable territories torn from her, and
‘had it not been for fome of her neighbours, even
fuch as fhe had formerly aimed at {fwallowing up,
~but now, for their own prefervation, obliged to pro-
tect that thejr ancient enemy, fhe herfelf had fol-
Jlowed the fortune of her Frontiers, and. been the
fport and purchafe of a Conqueror. A few Provin-
ces once her own, not very large, but very frugal,
as they had at firft beaten her in her beft days,
affifted her in her worft, and, in the greatnefs of
their fleets and armies "employed in her defence,
quite furpaffed her, as well as in promptnefs and
capacity
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capacity to fit them out. Can there be a greater
- mftance of the different effetts of management and
mifmanagement ?

UnpeRr the Miniftry of Cardinal Mazar1n,
during the minority of L. e w1s the fourteenth, when
money was wanted from the Finances for the fervice
of the State, the Superintendents were wont to an-
fwer, ¢¢ That there was none in the Treafury, but
<¢ the Cardinal would lend the King fome.” With
honeft management the King could not have been
fo deftitute, nor the Cardinal fo abounding. When
the Emperor CLAUDIUs was once complaining
of the poverty and emptinefs of his Exchequer, it
was pertinently obferved, ¢ That he might be abun-
4¢ dantly rich, if his two governing Freedmen would
¢ admit him for a fharer with them.”” N ar-
cissus and PavLras were the two meant, they
‘who ftudied nothing but to ravage and fpoil with all
their might : No matter what the Public paid ; no
matter what their Mafter wanted.

Lewis the fourteenth, who was extremely mag-
nificent, that is, throwed away vaft fums in pomp
and vanity, when he heard of the great Confederacy
forming againft him, refolved to abridge his prodi-
gious expence in building, gardens, jewels, &c.
For that very year he had, in building-only, fpent
fifteen millions, Nor could he hold his refolution
to retrench, notwithftanding the public neccflity fo
preffing, notwithftanding the private poverty fo
melancholy and affetting. He went on with Pro-
digality and Taxing. What the poor People had,
he would not want ; for his pity was by no means fo
extenfive as his power.

T o {pare, to fofter, and to enrich the People, is
the true and chief Liberality of a Prince. Deteftable
is that Bounty which impoverithes all men. It was
truly faid of O T Ho, that greatly deceived were they
with whom his profufion and extravagances pafled,

as,



Discourses #pon TACITUS. 5’9

as he would have had them, under the name and
guife of Generofity, The man might know how
to wafte and confound ; but to the difcreet and bene-
ficent rules of hberahty he muft have been an utter
ftranger. I admire a faying of He N r v the Great,
(who, in truth, was a glorious Prince) that he hopcd
to fee the time when the pooreft man in France
would be able to have a pullet in his pot 5 or words
to that purpofe. This thewed the true and paternal
fpirit of a King, fuch a fpirit as every King ought
to have, elfe I know no bufinefs he has with the
Office.  What has any King to do but to make the
People happy? What have People to do with a
King who makes them miferable ? Yet, to the dif-
honour of fome of our Englith Princes, they often
claimed payment of the People, and had it, even
for reafonable Laws and Conceflions, and never
parted with any lawlefs exactions without an Equi-
valent. They were paid for granting what it was
unjuft and infamous to deny.

I was out of countenance for a late Prince, one
who affected the title of Great (in my opinion very
prepofteroufly) upon meeting fomewhere with the
following Story. He told a Miftrefs of his, what
great peace of mind he had juft received from his
Confeffor, to whom he had imparted his anxiety
about his grinding and exhaufting his People in fo
grievous a manner, and how readily the good man
had removed all his {cruples, by affuring him, that
whatever they had was his own, and whatever was
his own he might confcientioufly take. She is faid
to have replied, very freely, but very juftly ; < And
¢ were you fuch a fool as to believe him ?” Doubt-
lefs there was no flattery, no felf-ends, nor view to
tavour: and preferment in the State-Cafuiftry of this
holy hard-hearted knave, who by the law of God
could authorize Oppreffion, and fanctify the enor-

mitics of a Tyrant. Surely worfe than no Religion
is
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is that Religion which extinguifhes humanity and
warrants barbarity ; as wicked as Tyrants are, they
who countenance Tyranny, and of all Sycophants
fuch who cajole in the name of the Lord, are the
moft peftilent and odious.

WueN King James the firt afked Bithop
N avr, whether he might not take his People’s
money without the ceremony and confent of Par-
haments ; the Bifhop anfwered roundly, that he
might. *“ God forbid, Sir, but you fhould:
¢« You are the breath of our noftrils.” By fuch
cant, and the impious burlefque of Scripture, he
would have warranted the overthrow of the Efta-
blifhment, and let loofe the King to rob his Subjeéts,
contrary to the Duty of a King, contrary to his
Coronation-oath, and againft Law and the Confti-
tution. Had the Law provided no punithment for
fuch a poifonous parricide, fuch a declared enemy
2o Law and Liberty, and all men? 'Fo meditate the
death of the King is juftly made High Treafon.
The Bithop was for killing the Conftitution. Ta
fuch extreme wickednefs and falthood it is probable
this unhallowed pedant was led only out of regard to
King J a M E's partiality to Epifcopacy, and chiefly
10 his being the fource of ecclefiaftical preferments,
I know not in what other fenfe he could be the
‘breath of the Bithop’s noftril: Sure I am it would
‘have been a very lying compliment out of the
mouth of the People, had they been fleeced and
fpoiled againft Law, as the good King defired, and
the pious Bithop advifed. This miderable confider-
ation was to his narrow fpirit fuperior to the felicity
of human Society, the Laws of his Country, and all
things.

Tuz State of Athens was fo fenfible of the
danger and mifchief of embezzling or mifapplying
the public money, that to prevent it they made the
following awful Law : ¢ That whereas a thoufand
. - ¢ Talents
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¢ Talents were yearly affigned for the defence of
¢ Athens againft foreign invafions ; if any perfor
prefumed to lay out, or but propofed to lay out
<¢ that money, or any part of it, onany other defign,
¢ he fhould fuffer death.” And, though by the
Law of Athens no free Athenian could be put in
bonds, yet fuch as had wafted or mifapplied the
public Treafure, were excepted and denied the be-
nefit of it.  Many other wile and fevere precautions
they took to fecure the Revenue of their State, and
by it the State itf=}f. Nor can any State {ubfift in
honour and fecurity where havock is made in the
Exchequer. A Nation as well as a Family may be
undone by Profufenefs.

Sect. VIL.  Paublic Frugality advantageons
to all; difliked only by a few.-—--Public
Bounties 1l beftowed, how diftonourable.

Y all thofe from whom a Prince takes nothing

i D away, that is to fay, by almoft all men, he

thall be accounted noble and beneficent, and reckoned
clofe and penurious only by a few to whom he gives
nothing, fays MacuH1AVEL; and it is truly faid,
Let him therefore judge, whether it be not more
juft, prudent and profitable to oblige and carefs his
People, though he difguft fome particulars, than to
cherith and glut a few particulars at the expence of
the People. People fometimes love to fee a liberal
Prince, but care not to feel him, when he is liberal
out of their pockets. It muft be a melancholy con-
fideration to a Prince (if he confider at all) that by
giving a large Penfion perhaps to a worthlefs or
wafteful man, he is laying a heavy load upon the
backs of hundreds of his beft fubjets, and opprefling
a multitude to be generous or rather prodigal to one.
It was a fine and true compliment to TR A J A Ny
that he warily reftrained all lavifhnefs in the Exche-
quer,
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quer, becaufe he never meant to fupply it out of the
fortunes of the innocent.

It is indeed infamous in any mdn to aceept of
bounties from the Public, if he can live without
them. They who do {0, are at beft but pubhc
Almfmen 3 and every man of fortune, who with it
has virtue or fhame, will fcorn the character. What
is here faid; does not affect fuch as for ferving the
Public receive thence an equivalent ; fince rewards
that are due are never fcandalous. But; alas! thie
{orvice is too often over-rated, and When that ceafes;
the recortipence is often continued to fuch as want
it not; as well as given to many who not only do
not want it; but dever could deferve it. I have
known great Largefles and mighty Annuities grant-
ed to many for no apparent reafon, but that they
were fhamelefs enough to afk, and the Prince weak
enough to give. If they had any real claim, it
was too infamous tn be owned ! and it is a tetrible
reproach upon a Prince; when, fora fmall or a wick-
ed fervice done to him perfonally equal regard is
had, and as much liberality thewn, as for arty ﬁgml
fervice done to the State; per‘h':xps more, and when
the Offices of the State, or its Treafure are profti-
tuted to gratify private Jobbs and Intimacies.

WHEeN this giving humiour prevails, there is no
end of Suiters and Claimers: Every many every
woman will have fomething to alledge, fome fuffer-
ing or fome fervice. Upon the acceflion, particu-
Idrly, of a new Prince fuch clainis always abound.
¢ In every fhift of Princes, fays Sit RosErT
¢ CortToN, there are few fo mean or modeft
¢¢ that pleafe not themdclves with fome probable
¢ object of preferment. Men expet payment for
¢ domg thetrr duty and affifting the Public; that
¢ is afliting themf{elves, and what is no more tha
¢ duty they call merit; and merit muft be reward-
¢ ed 5 and when mien ate left to mieafure their owny
' 2 . “ we
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 we may guefs it will lofe nothing of its extent
““ and value. There are indeed few who think
“ themfelves as high in employment as they are
‘¢ in capacity.” When there are not Places enow
to gratify pretenders, an equivalent is expected ;
and when once Penfions multiply, and are given to
many worthlefs people, there can be no fatisfa&ory
reafon given for refufing others as worthlefs. Thus
the public Revenue comes to be thrown into a fort
of average and fpoil. Nor when the corruption has
gone far, is it an ealy matter to cure it; and he who
firft attempts it, Prince or Minifter, will be fure to
find a hard tafk, a torrent of oppofition and out:
rageous climours : For all the Harpies, all who had
not clean hands, will be found to have foul mouths ;
and when public frugality, when general eafe and
relief is intended and purfued, injuftice and avarice
will be imputed. But the reformation, as it is al-
ways juft, will certainly prove popular at laft, when
the generality feel benefit from the juft difappoint-
ment of a few®,

b Augeo Principis munus, quuim oftendo liberalitati ineflé
rationem. Ambitio enim, et jaftantia, et effufio, et quidvis
potius quam liberalitis exiftimandaeft, cui ratio ron conftat.
Plin. Paneg.

DIS-
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DISCOURSE IV.
OEPRINCES.

Se. 1. The Duty of a Prince, whar. Hit
matives tobe good, and content with limited

Power : That of the Roman Emperors
bounded.

F we now enquire into the duty of a Prince;
I what elfe can it be but to conform to the Laws,

and fee that all others conform; to be vigilant
for the public welfare, to confult the good of the
whole and of particulars, to prevent oppreffion and
to punifh it, to promote virtue and to reward it,
to confider himfelf as made for the People’s pro-
teCtion, not the People for his pleafure, and that
where his Subjects reap no advantage, he can reap
no glory 3 to enforce the obfervance of Law by his
example as well as by his judgments, and by his
faithful care of his People, merit their affection and
fidelity®.

It is thus he muft refemble the Deity, nor can
he be otherwife the Reprefentative of God than by
doing God-like actions. It is not enough that he do
things innocent and harmlefs: it is not enough that
he forbear things wicked and mean. 'What he does
muft be virtuous, noble, public fpirited. Every
fordid action, every low artifice he muft deteft and
avoid. He who reprefents the Almighty, he who
guards the Laws and the Lives of men, muft be juft

3 Omnia invifere, omnia audire, et undecunque invocatum;
flatim velut numen adefle et affiftere,

in



Drscoursks #pon TACITUS. 65

In obferving Law, ambitious to refemble his Maker
and Sovereign. How cah he, how dare he neglect
or injure thofe for whofe fake alone he is what he
is? ¢« He who is above all, ought to be better than
<< all,” was the wife and worthy faying of CyRrus".

Sucu a Prince, whofe only end and purfuit is
the People’s good, as it is in truth his only bufinefs,
will delire no power to hurt them, none fuch as
others under him, or after him, may turn to their '
prejudice, though he himfelf would not. Though
a Prince perfectly wife and juft could never abufe
any power, he would not covet power. without
bounds, becaufe whatever the beft Princes have had,
the worft will always expect. So that good Princes .
will be content with a little, a f{maller fhare, that
the bad may not have too much. They will look
beyond their own time, and contrive that the People
may be happy when they themfelves are gone. This
confideration terribly heightens the crime of Ufur-
pation, and overturning the Laws of a Country.
Though he who does it may have good qualities,
and poffibly defire public good ; Yet fuch as are to
come after him may be fools, madmen, bloody
favages. CasaRr, therefore, and his fellows are
never to be forgiven, never to be excufed.

LT a Prince be invefted with a power ever fo
boundlefs, it isftill intended, or ought to be, for
the good of men, and he has none to be cruel or
wicked. A power todeftroy, is not given, but taken,
and what is ufurped, has no right whatever. No
regular, no juft power can be derived from the

b Un Roy {(entant que Roi) n'ai rien proprement fien: il
fe doit foy meme A autruy. La jurifdiétien ne fe donne point
en faveur du jurifdiciant: Cleft en faveur du juridicie ; fays
Montagne. He adds, That a fuperior is created not for his
own advantage, but for that of his inferiors: As a Phyfician
is fo for the fick, not for himfelf. .

Vou, III, F irregular,
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irregular will of man, whatever fine name he takes
to himfelf. ¢ Hard it is for one who has no bounds
“¢ to his power, to fet bounds to his paffions ;> faid
the wife and good Marcus Aurerivs. Nor
did the Roman Emperors pretend to be above the
Law, but only above the formality of Law. If
they acted otherwife, as they generally did, they
gave the lie to truth, and their own profeflions.
ALexaNDER SEVERUSs declared, that nothing
was fo much a part of fovereign power, nething fo
tnuch its character, as to live according to the Laws.
T rajan profefled, that the Prince was fo far from
being above the Laws, that the Laws were above
the Prince. As he took an Oath to obey the Laws,
he faithfully obferved that Oath 3 and thence PrLiny
fays, ¢¢ That all the Emperors before him had made
¢ the fame profeflions, but their profeflions were
¢ not believed :** What they had premifed to be, he
was. ‘The Romans in the times of the Emperors,
made a wide difference between a Prince and a Ma-
fter: the former they confidered asa lawful Magi~
ftrate, the latter as an Intruder and Ufurper. And
it was obferved of TR Aj AN, that he poflefled the
place of a lawful Prince, to prevent the exercife of
lawlefs rule, The Emperor Apr1aN declared
to a public affembly of the Romans, that he would
govern like one who had the diretion of the Peo-
ple’s affairs, not his own; and SEVERUS owned
himfelf to be no more than the public Steward,
Many Emperors ufed their power mifchievoufly 3
but fuch abufe of power was no part of their Com-
miffion.

¢ Sedem obtinet Principis, ne fit Domino locus.

Sect.
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Sc&t. Il The wifdom of governing by Law
----- No juft power without Law---- Fuft
Government requires fenfe---- Any wretch
capable of tyrannizing ---- No good man
Jfond of boundlefs power.

HEY who are fet over men, too often forget

that they themfelves are but men. Indeed
fuch of them who pretended to be above Law and
above Humankind, were much worfe than beafts,
they who claimed Divinity, a difgrace to Humanity,
Hence PLiny fays to TRAJAN, who, without
arrogating celeftial honours, had a fpirit truly divine,
‘¢ That, from the fate of the Princes his prede-
¢ ceflors, it was manifeft, that none but fuch as
“¢ men love, are beloved by the Gods.”

Wuar isit that gives a Prince a right to power?
Not his bare will, for then every man who has force,
has a right to power, a right to all that downright
brutal force can bring him. As the public good
is the general rule of Laws, thefe Laws are the rule
and boundaries of the Prince’s power., To thefe all
men are and ought to be fubject, he efpecially who
is intrufted with their execution and the care of all
men. If the Laws are for the fecurity of the State,
why fhould not the Prince obferve them, he to whom
the guardianthip of the State is committed? The
Roman Emperors, even in their a&s of Tyranny
pretended to obferve Law , and under the name of
fome Law moft of their cruelties were perpetrated.’
Nor durft they avowedly violate the Laws. Thus
Cravupi1us was afraid to marry AcrirriNa,
for that there was no Law authorizing an Uncle to
marry his Niece. Nor durft he accomplith the
marriage till a Decree was purpofely made. Thus
even the outrageous N e R o proceeded in cutting off

F-2 ' fome
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fome of the greateft men: He got them butchered
under the form and mockery of Law,

. It is the more glory for a Prince to govern re-
gularly, and by the juft meafure of Equity and
Laws ; for that, in order to govern well, parts, and
prowefs, and vigilance are required; but any novice,
any favage can exert brutal paffion, follow his abfurd.
humour, yicld to his headftrong will. It is the
eafieft thing in the world to exercife diforder and
mifrule, to gratify private appetite, to create public
mifchief and diforder. This the franticCaricura
could do, this the infamous HELi10GABALUS,
and thisour R1cH A RD the fecond or King Jorw.
A madman or a fool may be an able Tyrant: and
to be fo, foals and madmen are the moft afpiring.
L.a Bruvere fiys, ¢ That for the exercife of
¢¢ Tyranny there is no nced of arts or {ciences.
< Thofe politics which confift only in fhedding of
¢ blood, are very narrow and void of refinement :
¢ They infpire us to kill fuch who, while they are
¢¢ alive, prove an obftacle to our ambition., This
¢ is what a man naturally cruel dpes without diffi-
< culty. It is the moft horrible, it is the moft
¢ grofs method of fupporting ourfelves, ar of ac-
¢¢ quiring grandeur.” Indeed, a wrong head, a
wicked heart, and human fhape, feem the chief qua-
lifications for a Tyrant. .

As unlimited oppreflion generally follows unli-
mited power, and as all power that can be abufed
will be abufed, none but a madman, a wicked man,
or a changeling will defire unaccountable dominion,
whence he can reap no other fruit than guilt and
odium, and his People none but mifery and pillage.
What can he the mark of a viler {pirit, what a
more deteftable charater of a man, what more
repugnant to the bufinefs and duty of a public
Father, than to confider the People as his property,
not his car¢ ; as if milljong were created for the fake

of
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of aggrandizing one of themfelves, often the worft,
as a Tyrant is certainly the worft creature in his
dominions, let the reft be ever fo bad, and bad they
muft be, as well as wretched. For the breath of
Tyranny contaminates all things, deftroys the beft
things, nor can virtue any more than happinefs
ftand before it, or within its reach. It is a maxim
with evil Princes to make their fubjeéts evil ;" and,
in order to bear lavery, they muft have the abjet
fouls and vices of flaves, muft be fordid, ignorant,
debauched, void of care for the Public, void of hu-
manity and honour.

Se@. 1Il. How amiable the charaller of a
good Prince, who rules by Fuftice and
Law, who loves and relieves his People.

ENRY the fourth of France ufed to fay,

¢ That in order to reign well, it is not expe-

¢ dient to do whatever we can:” A faying worthy
of the wife head and great heart of that brave Prince,
As he faid, he pratifed. He always heard with
great patience the remonftrances of his Subjects and
Parliaments, nor was athamed fo change his opinion,
or to depart from points of prerogative ; hated to
hear Parafites magnify his power, and fhew great
tendernefs for the privileges of Royalty, or to be
praifed by men unworthy of praifes would not
fuffer the Provinces to be opprefled to enrich par-
ticulars 3 confeffed that he differed not from his Sub-
jects, fince he had but two eyes and two feet no
more than they. He told an affembly of the prin-
cipal men of Normandy at Rouen, that he had called
them, not blindly to approve what was his will and
pleafure, but to receive their counfel, to truft it, and
to follow it. ‘This was the language of a man of
fenfe and honour, and he did juft the contrary to
what a fool or a fmall {pirit would have done. A
F g3 certain
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certain Prince, cotemporary with him, would have’
probably told fuch an affembly, ¢¢ That State-affairs
¢ were above their reach,” (and quoted fome Latm
to prove it) ¢ that they thould beware of entrench-
¢ ing upon his Prerogative ; that he wanted not
« their advice, for he was a wife King.”

Tue word Prerogative was what that great
French Monarch was feldom heard to mention. He
confidered it as gtven him enly for one end, nor
could it be given to any Prince for any other, for the
fake and fupport of his People, as were his Reve-
nues to enable him to defend the People, and not
to be wafted upon pomp and voluptuoufnefs, as
were the Revenues of fome other Crowns at that
time. An oppreflive Prerogative is a monfter and
contradittion : fo are oppreflive Revenues, nor will
a good Prince think ought due to him which his
Subjeéts are unable to bear or to pay. HEeNRY
the fourth abhorred the recent exceffes and encroach-
ments of the Royal Authority, and fuppreffed many
duties which the late T'yranny had exated. In one
Edi¢t he forgave the People all the arrears due te
the Crown, and withed that his own Revenue had
been fufficient, for that then he would have taken
nothing out of the purfes of his People. Fhe divine
Marcus AvRrRELIUS remitted all that had been
due to the Imperial, or to the public Treafury (for
they wexe diftin€t) during fix and ferty years. He
declared, ¢ That the public wealth belonged to the
¢ Senate and People, that he had nething of his
“ own, that the very Palace which he lived in was
¢ theirs.” ‘

Twu1s was the file, thefe the conceflions of a
King and public Father, two charaéters which fhould
eternally be the fame, but too feldom are. Ner
were all thefe profeflions of theirs the grimace of
politicians,. Marcus Avreriusand Henry
the fourth had no occafion for grimace : Great fouls

: are
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afe always fincere. They delighted to fee their
People happy, and ftudied to make them fo. To
accomplith this, Hz ~ r v the fourth chearfully lef-
fened his revenue, leflened his authority, and re-
{trained his prerogative where his prerogative inter-
fered with the intereft and happinefs of his People.
He was above all little fufpicions, above all doub-
ling and deceit 3 habits fo common to men of little
minds and little fenfe. As he wronged no man,
he feared none, and his large mind was never
fretted with the jealoufies ufually cleaving to power,
He knew no purpofe of being higher than others,
but to do good to all 5 and when he found himfelf
too high to affift thofe below him, he feared not to
defcend 3 ftill fecure in the' benevolence of his inten-
tions and conduct, as well as in the fufficiency of
his own might. He was aware that overbearing
pride and prerogative were not the means to win
affe@tion or efteem, and that the condefcenfion of
a Prince is no contradiction to his dignity, nay, a
fure way to raife it: He therefore lived with his
People like a father with his children 3 as was faid
of a Roman Empetor who refembled him, I mean
TrAjaN, a Prince in all excellencies refembling
HEeNR Y the fourth. 'What pity that fuch Princes,
fuch friends to the world and protectors of<men,
fhould ever die!

Se&. IV. The miferable Spirit and Infamy
of Princes who confider themfelves above
Law, and independent on their Pegple.

AD Caro the elder known two fuch Princes

as the above-mentioned, he would not have
given fuch a thocking charaéer of Kings, ¢ That -
‘¢ they were all ravening beafts :” a chara&er due
to thofe whom he knew, eaftern Tyrants, the cons
ftant Enflavers, Oppreflors and Butchers of men.
F 4 - Powe
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Power is inde¢d a brutal, a hideous thing, when not
tempered by Reafon and Laws, not employed for
the benefit of Society 3 and fuch as have it and do
not thus ufe it, are worfe than animals of prey,
more deftructive, more deteftable.

- O~ of the greateft and braveft of our Princes
was ELpwarp the third. He had many demands
made upon him by his Parliaments, and granted
them all.  Hence he reigned and died in renown.
Two of our weakeft and worlt Kings (at leaft till
then) were Epw.aRrRD the {fecond and Ricuarp
the fecond.  Thefe were great zealots for Preroga-
tive, that is for a privilege to be mifchievous and
unaccouniable, and rejeéted all fuch demands.
Hence their miferable reigns, their calamitous ends,
their infamous memory. They were that fort of
wretches who fet up folly and appetite againft duty
and human fociety. Good fenfe and greatnefs of
mind are always found together, and juftice is in-
feparable from either. EpwarDp the third had
cqual wifdom and magnanimity, and was juft in pro-
portion as he was brave. It was his ftudy to cherifh
his People, nay, to be great with them, and to be
counfelled by their Reprefentatives. ¢ He had the
¢ honour, fays SELDEN, to be the repairer of the
< puins that his father had made, and was a Prince
¢ whom you might think by his Story to be fel-
¢ dom at home, and by his Laws feldom abroad.”

I.E wis the thirteenth was a great lover of power,
in proportion to his great incapacity to exercife it
‘As afpecimen of both, when the People of Tholoufe
applied to him, by an earneft and unanimous peti-
tion, for mercy to the Duke Dt MonTMoO-
rRENcY condemned to die, he anfwered, ¢¢ That
¢ if he followed the inclinations of the People, he
<« fhould not aét like a King.” I queftion whether
his fon would have given a better anfwer, a Prince
fo flattered for the art of reigning, if his government
~ deferve

~

~

-
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deferve that name. What ftrange lofty notions muft
have poflefied the weak head of this Prince, that
a Kipg fhould a¢t for himfelf againft his People!
The thing is often too true.  But, pray, hew fhould
‘the People act, on their part, upon fuch an occafion ?
I mean not the People of Tholoufe at that juncture,
but a whole Nation, when they find by his admini-
ftration, that he only confiders himfclf, and not them,
or rather makes them only a property to himfelf.
Such as have an unjuft power, ill got, or evermuch,
or fuch as intend to abufe their power, are ever jea-
lous and fearful. They are ever fearing thefe whom
they caufe to fear, and whom they fear they feek to
opprefs or deftroy. This is the nature and progrefs of
Tyranny ¢. In Dr. Bur~EeT’s late Hiftory we
find a fhocking declaration of CHARLES the fe-
cond concerning the Duke of Lauderdale, that the
Duke had indeed done a great many damned things
againft the people of Scotland 5 ¢¢ but I cannot fec,
¢ fays his Magefty, that he has done any thing
¢ againft myintereft.” A {peech upon which I make
no refleCtion, nor can my imagination furnith one
that can poflibly heighten its horror.

Now befides the infamy, befides the crying ini-
quity of L w 1s the thirteenth, of making his King-
dom groan under the mercilefs weight of - Prerogative
exerted in violation of their Birthright, Liberty and
Law; all the new power which he ufurped ‘was
ufurped to his Minifter. It was the Cardinal who
{wayed the enormous Scepter, and fwayed it ter-
ribly, even to the dread and fhame of the Monarch,
who by fetting himfelf above the Laws, above the
. remonftrances of his Parliament, did but fet the Car-
dinal above him, and from his exceflive weaknefs,
to call it no worfe, his Minifter derived his exceflive
power. Henceforward he could not, he durft not
either fee or hear but by licence from his Eminence.

d Cun@a ferit dum cunfa timet.

- Sett.
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Se&. V. Princes feeking or poffefing arbi-
trary ‘Power, rarely exercife any them-

- felves: Their Minifters and Creatures ge-
nerally rule all.

T is wonderful this ftrange thirft, this boundlefs
appetite in Princes for unbounded Power, which

yet they feldom occupy themfelves, but leave to be
exercifed by others, their Minions or Miftreffes. What
they gain by putting bonds upon all men, is to be
themiclves holdenin bonds by the meaneft or theworft.
Lewis the thirteenth, a Prince very infufficient,
but very obftinate, one who had no ideas or very
fhort ones of his own, affumed to be the origin and
oracle of all Juftice and Law ; and his paffions, in-
tufed or managed by the Cardinal, were to be the
rule of life, and to determine the fate of all men.
The Cardinal, who ufed the King like a mere ma-
chine, was effectually Monarch of France, as all
Frenchmen felt, as all Europe faw. He was in-
deed an extraordinary man, a mighty genius: but
as he trod upon the Laws and Liberties of his Coun-
try, the beft that can be faid of him, is, that he was
an able deftru¢tive Minifter. Whoever rules by
fancy will ever be a pernicious ruler, let his abilities
be’what they will. ,
THEe fovereignty, and folly, and cruelty of
Cravupi1vus were all managed by his manumifed
Slaves, or his Wives; and he had neither difcern-
ment or paffions but fuch as they infufed. Nor was
it peculiar to CLAuD1Us to be under fuch guide-
ance. The reft of the Cafars were generally fub-
jet to the fupreme rule of fome mean and uncon-
troulable Favourite.  Thefe lofty Emperors who
would bear. no limits to their authority, exercifed in
effe¢t none, but, referving only the name and iniquity
" of power, devolved the adminiftration and abufe of
1 it
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it upon their vileft domeftics, the dregs of human
race.

Tue great Turk, who claims and exercifes a
power witheut controul over the lives of all men,
who challenges a right to the fortune and property
of all, and is Lord of every acre throughout his
vaft dominions, enjoys from all this enormous, this
founding fovereignty no more than a mighty name
and mighty danger. He is feldom feen, feldom
does any thing, or knows what is done. With the
feal which he delivers to his prime Vizier, he fur-
renders the abfolute difpofal of his immenfe Em-
pire, the abfolute direction of his boundlefs Authority.
The Prerogatives of State which he exerts in his
own perfon, are fuch as concern not the State, at
leaft help it not: He diverts himfelf with the tricks
and grimaces of Mutes and Buffoons, with his La-
dies or Pathics, with Dogs and Huntfmen.

It is thus he difcharges the duties of a Sovereign,
thus guards the Public, and proteéts Nations. Are
thefe the marks of authority divine, of a power
holden immediately from God, facred and irrefiftible,
as the Mahometan Doctors teach ? Are the charac-
teriftics of Divinity to be found in the negle&t and
abufe of Government, as well as in the difcharge
of it? If he who does the office be the perfon di-
vinely appointed, as I think he ought, not the Grand
Seignior, but the Grand Vizier is the man. How
the Turkifh Divines reafon upon this point, I know
not I doubt not but they are provided with good -
cafuiftry and diftinctions to account for their recom-
mending, as they have fometines done, their Mon-
arch to-be dethroned or knocked on the head, though
by their principles he was irrefiftible and facred.
Such ®brce and magic there is in the fage fubtleties
of this profound Divinity and of thefe able Divines,
and fo powerfully do they aid Princes to ftand or
fall !

A
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- AManomEeT AN preacher was bold enough te
tell the Emperor to his face, that inftead of defend-
ing Buda (then befieged) he went every day a hunt-
ing. The rebuke had fuch an effe&, that, as foon
as the fermon was ended, his Highnefs ordered nine
hundred of his hunting dogs to be drowned. We
fee the efficacy of an honeft fermon upon a Prince
when an honeft man is found to preach it, one who
aims at truth and reformation,. not at flattery and
preferment.

Tuamas King of Perfia was thut up in his
Seraglio, drowned in voluptuoufnefs, for ten years
together, leaving his Authority to be abufed, and
his Subjects opprefled and devoured all that while at
the luft and difcretion of his fervants. They there-
fore were the fovereign Rulers, whilft he had the
fovereign Tiie. In a manner like this are all or
moft of the great Monarchies in the Eaft conducted,
The Monarchs do nothing, and their Minifters do
mifchief. Thefe Reprefentatives of the Deity are
themfelves reprefented by a Woman, or a Pathic,
always by a Slave,

SucH of our Englifh Kings as had the greateft
appetite to abfolute rule, as the worft always had,
never fwayed what violent power they had grafped,
but refigned their People, their Dominion and them-
felves' to Creatures and Favourites: Whether. the
- King werea HExrRy, an EpwarD or a Ri-
CHARD, a2 JoOHN or a JamEs, it was fill a
Prerce Gaveston, a Hucu SPENCER,
. aMouNTFORD, aBREMBER, aCARR oOr a
Perers that mifgoverned and oppreflced. The
King only lent his name and warrant, and often not
that ; but ftill blindly approved what they had done,
though he knew it not, nor why. ¢
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Sc&. VI. The arbitrary will of Favourites
often proves the only Law of a bad and
arbitrary Prince How apt they are
to abufe his Power, and at laft to defert
him.

HE caprice, or paffion, or evil counfel of a
reigning Favourite, will always pafs upon a
weak Prince for the rules of Equity and Law. As
a Prince who is not controuled by Law will in all
probability prove bad, and certainly bad where he
rejells Law 3 fo a Minifter acting without any check
or inquiry from his Mafter, is not very likely to
prove modeft and virtuous. The one will be apt
to grow domineering and infolent, if the other be
credulous and indolent. Such a temptation is fel-
dom withitood, or fuch an opportunity loft.  This
was the cafe and misfortune of Gavrea. For
fuch, fays TaciTus, was his weaknefs and ac-
quiefcence, that by it the avarice of his friends, al-
ready infatiable, and ravening according to the
meafure of his fovereign fortune; was farther
heightened and excited ; whilft under a Prince thus
feeble and credulous, their iniquities were attended
with the fmaller peril, and with gains the more
mighty. Prinvy fays, ¢it was always a glaring and
fure fign, that the Prince was impotent and contemp-
tible, when his Servants were mighty and powerful.
RicHarp the fecond left his Government fo
entirely to his Favourites, that they were faid ¢ to
¢¢ have taken the Kingdom to farm.” They paffed
Patents, they iffued Proclamations, levied Money,
fpoiled the Subject, all without his knowledge or
once afking his confent. Nor other reafon had they
for fetting him above Law, but that they might be

¢ Pracipuum i:dicium non magni principis, magnos libertos.
lawlefs.
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lawlefs. Thus they caufed it to be proclaimed in
the City of London, ¢ That no perfon fhould dare
¢ to utter a word or expreflion againft them, on
«¢ pain of forfeiting all that he had.” Nay, they
made the poor weak King fwear to them, ¢ not only
“¢ to be governed and counfelled by them alone,
¢¢ but to maintain and defend them, and to live
¢¢ and die with them.” After this it is fmall wonder
that they would not fuffer the great perfons of the
Realm, or the King’s beft fubjects, to give him
any advice or information, or even to approach
him, except in their prefence. BrREMBER (one of
the Minions) caufed two and twenty men to be
hanged in one night, without law or trial. But
this was only a {mall effay of his power and vio-
Jence ; he had marked out feven or eight thoufand
obnoxious Citizens to be cut off at once, and pre-
pared a common Hatchet for that purpofe, an inftru-
ment that providentially ferved to ftrike his own head
from his body.

.ConcErNING thofe low and fervile fpirits at
Court, who, in times of peace and corruption,
fwagger and govern all things with high infolence
and difdain, manage little intrigues with notable
craft and fufficiency, tell lies, practife falthood,
traffic for places, and carefully keep all men of
honour, capacity and merit at a due diftance ; it js
worth while to obferve, what a miferable figure
they make in a time of danger and alarms, con-
founded, ftruck with terror, ready to change fides,
ready to abandon their old friends and protectors,”
to fubmit with mean fupplenefs to fuch as they had
lately deceived, infulted and opprefled, and to be-
come humble flaves to profefled enemies,

Sect.
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Sc&x. VIL.  Princes guilty of the Oppreﬂ' ons
committed by their Authority. Their Mini-
Jters are gemerally, like them, bad or good.
A limited Authority [afeft to Kings and
Minifters.  The beff Minifters oblzoxzou.r to

clamours.

PRINCE who permits oppreflion and

cruelty, is cruel and oppreflive, though he
know it not; for he ought to know, ought to
enquire, and to prevent it, or punifth it. Why elfe
is he a Prince, and what elfe is his duty, but to
watch far the public good ? Nor did ever any rea-
fon otherwife, except Tyrants, public enemies and
fpoilers, with their Flatterers and Minions, wha
hoped to gain by mifleading and corrupting them.
What they cannot do themfelves they ought to fee
well done by others, to redrefs what is ill done, to
take care that it be not repeated, and that publi¢
examples be made of public criminals. A Prince
becomes bad by his idlenefs as well as by his actions:
He is invefted with a great truft, the gteateft upon
earth, one fo extenfive that upon the well or ill
executing of the fame depends the felicity or mifery
of Nationss fo that whoever neglects it, is unfit for
it, or unworthy of it.

IT is allowed that an able and honeft Miniftry
make amends for the indolence or infufficiency of
+ a Prince: but how rarely does it happen that he
chufes fuch? They generally prove like himfelf, -
vicious or weak, or make his folly a warrant for
their injuftice. Hxs choice is determined not by
their talents for Government, about which per-
haps he is ignorant, perhaps unconcerned but by
tafte, or whim, or paffion, for fome pamcular
quahty, or fome foolith excellency that he de-

lights
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lights in. Peradventure they joak well, or fhave
well, or procure him Miftrefles, or become fuch
themfelves, or are notable Muficians, notable De-
votees, or notable Drinkers. For fuch accomplifh-
ments, and without any other, Men, and Monks, and
-"Women, and Barbers, and Buffoons and Fidlers have
been raifed by Kings to rule over Kingdoms.

T rE v whodo what they pleafe, feldom do what
they ought, and fuch as may do evil with impunity,
generally do it with licentioufnefs. Nor other fence
or fecurity is there againft evil, but penalties and
the dread of evil. Men are then Jeaft likely to of-
fend when they dare net. The power therefore of
the higheft ought to be bounded, and precautions
taken as well againft the excefles of Kings, as thofe of
Subjeéts. Kings themfelves thould defire it : it is the
fafeft rule as well as the moft honourable, and even
mofk profitable ; fince where the People, fecured by the
Laws, live unmolefted, the Prince will reign in fe-
curity, and the more free they are, the more able
they will be to ferve him, the more chearful to fup-
ﬁort him, as well as more rich and liberal to fupply

im.

- NerTwer can a Prince under the reftri¢tion
-and guidance of Laws, be long ferved by worthlefs,
filly, orarbitrary men. They muft be men of fenfe
and reputation, otherwife they will foon deftroy
-themfelves, or him, or both. Ina Nation governed
by fixed Laws all men will iee, indeed feel, whether
the Laws and their Propertics are violated, whether
they are oppreffed againft Law, or protected by it.
The dignity of the Adminiftration muft be fupported,
decency and gravity preferved, with regularity in
the courfe of bufinefs ; the Public muft be tenderly
treated, and particulars civilly ufed : Elfe the Crown
will fall into contempt, into weaknefs and diftrefs,
the Subject into difcontents and rage, all things
into confufion, Minions and Underlings may, and

‘ probably

\
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probably always will, have fecret influence and fiay,
fometimes enough to hurt and perflex a Minifter,
who often fuffers blame for the ill things which
they, in fpight of him, do‘. But he who condués
- the public affairs muft be a man of parts, a man of
bufinefs, and fufficiency, of name and credit.
WitH all this he muft expeét to be hardly
prefled, -often find it a hard tafk to ftand. He
will often be thought guilty even where he is moft
innocent. ‘He will be fure to difoblige fome, even
by obliging others : Several will think themfelves at
leaft as well qualified as he for his place, and, in
hopes to be taken in, endeavour to puth him out.
They will be apt to tharge him with crimes at a
venture, and probably hate him encugh to with him
criminal, or to believe him fo. Many will concur in
the imputation, fome through petfonal anger, more
through natural malignity, moft of all through folly.
The multitude love changes, fome find advantage in
it, and many hope to find.  Even his excellencies and
renown may happen to create him enemies and per-
fecution & Perhaps few Minifters ever ferved a
Prince with more faith and fufficiency than Mon-
fieur DE RON v did his great Mafter HE N R ¥ the
fourth, or with greater regard to the intereft of the
Public. Yet his credit with the King, though no
more than he deferved, and two or three fire em-
ployments, however due tc his merit, {erved for a
conftant pretence to malecontents, and even for the
ground of feveral confpiracies, In matters of great
and public moment, it is a difficult thing to pleafe
all. '

f Damnatus culpz quam alii deliquerant.
& Caufa periculi non crimen ullum, fed gloria visi.

- Vou. III. G Se&,



82 Discourses #pon TACITUS,

Se&. VIII. The benefit of ffanding Laws to
Princes and their Minifters, further illu-

Strated.  What regard Princes [tould have

to pofthumouns Fame, what dread of In-
- famy.

T isnot in a free Country as in one enflaved,
where whatever the Prince likes all muft feem
to approve ; where all muft beftow their reverence
and fubmifTion blindfold, where-ever he beftows power
and favour, though blindfold too. In a Nation of
Freedom and Laws, all men claim a right to judge
and cenfure for themfelves, a right which they often
abufe and mifapply, but ought never to lofe. Better
it is, that all men fay what they pleafe, than one
man do what he will. Yet a Minifter under all
thefe difadvantages, however obnoxious to cla-
mour and unjuft cenfure, is fafer and happier than
in the fervice of a lawlefs Prince, whofe rage is
ufually more fudden than his favour, and who never
accufes but he likewife deftroys, often without accufe-
ing 5 whereas when the Laws govern, Minifters are
“frequently accufed, but feldom hurt ; nay, the worft
often efcape, whilft under a T'yrant the beft never do.
- To Princes themfelves the Laws are the beft
guides as well as guards. Moft men will be apt to
flatter them, few to tell them the truth. Let them
have recourfe, for information, to the Laws, Coun-
{ellors which will not cajole nor deceive them, nor
betray and defert them, as Favourites and Armies
may. Sycophants will tell them, that ¢¢ they may
¢ do what they lift,” and, it is like, confirm that
* impious lie by another equally impious, that ¢ fuch
“ i1s the ordinance of God.” The Laws will tell
him, that, ¢ whatever he does muft be for the good
 of men; that he has no right to burt them, no
"¢ power but what is given him, limitéd by inftituti-
‘¢ ons
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¢ ons framed by the wifdom of men, for their own
¢¢ fafety and his, and that for their fecurity, and not
¢ for his own eafe or pride, he is fet over them.
¢ If he break his bounds, if he violate his truft, he
¢ becomes an enemy to God and Man, and muft
¢ hope for favour from neither, fince in the fight
¢ of God, the impartial Father of all men, none
¢ are high or low but in the fanctity or impiety of
¢ their lives, and he who injures and betrays all
¢ men is evidently the worft of all.”

LeT any Prince judge, which is the more rea-
fonable inftructor, the Sycophant or the Laws.
(For Sycophants, and the vileft, they all are who
tell a Prince that he may overturn the Law) Let
him judge which is likely to lead him to moft
juftice and benevolence, to moft honour and renown,
to moft fecurity whilft he lives, to moft praife when
he is dead: Let him determine with himfelf, whe-
ther he would be a NeRr o, governed by Parafites
and his lufts, detefted as a Tyrant, doomed to im-
mortal abhorrence through all ages, or a TiTUs,
who made Juftice and Law the meafure of his Go-
vernment, was ftiled the delight of human-kind at
that time, and has been judged worthy of the fame
amiable character at all times fince. In proportion
to the excellence and depravity of a Prince’s reign,
will be his fame afterwards, illuftrious or inglo-
rious.

WuaT can be more delightful to a Prince, than
an affurance of being adored when he is dead ?
‘What more fhocking than to forefee, that he fhall
be abhorred, or even his memory flighted amongft
men? For in the memories of men his moft lafting
monument muft be raifed, happy for him if alfo
in their affectionsi. Thefe are the inferiptions,
this the character, which cannot be erazed, pane-

i Mihi in animis veftris templa; haz pulcherrimz effigies et
-manfurz. '

G2 . gyrics
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gyrics that will not lye, unperifhing honours, out of
the power of time, and death, and malice*. Such
as were by PrLrny foretold to TrajaN, and
fuch as T'r a j a ~ ftill enjoys, ftill thall enjoy.

Sc&. IX. Idle Princes feidom come to be
able ‘Princes. How much application to
bufinefs imports.them, for their own ac-
compliftment and the good of their Go-
vernment. '

NDOLENT Princes, fuch as love not bufi-

nefs, or arc kept from it, befides their being
liable to be abufed, fcarce ever come to be men
of great fufficiency, though they may have good
natural parts. It is by the continual exercie of
the underftanding that the underftanding is enlarged.
A man of much induftry, with moderate parts,
will be an overmatch for one who has the greateft,
but never exerts them. Attention to bufinefs and
the affairs of life, fills the mind with ideas and re-
fle@ions, arms it againft miftakes and {urprizes,
and ufes it to judging and deciding. But to a fpirit
untrained and void of experience, every {mall
matter proves a great difficulty, every {mall diffi-
culty proves difcouraging. A man pratifed in
affairs is feldom ftartled or at a lofs, and forevery
emergency will be apt to find fome expedient 3 for
he is ufed to emergencies, and to provide for them.
Every fmall Clerk will be apt to defpife, every
little Lawyer be able to outwit a man juft come out
of a College or a Cloifter, though he may make no
mean figure there. Even very filly men will acquit
themfelves notably in bufinefs, where it lies in a
* road and method, and make difpatch where a very

¥ In quos nihil fiammis, nihil fene&tutt, nihil fuccefloribus
liceat.

bright
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bright man not ufed to it would be ftrangely puz-

zled. 1 have feen a man of poor natural capacity,
but well trained in bufinefs, triumph over a man
of extraordinary talents deftitute of experience.
Such as are originally weak may acquire artificial
abilities, as others of great genius, applying to
nothing, will be good for nothing.

As the bufinefs of reigning is the moft impor-
tant upon earth, he who is invefted with fupreme.
authority, in order to make himfclf worthy of it,
fhould be extremely careful to qualify himfelf for.
it. He fhould inform himfelf affiduoufly, exert
himfelf diligently, and convince all men, that he.
who beftows every office, is able to difcharge, and’
therefore fit to bear, the higheft. It were indeed
prepofterous, that authority thould be in the hands
of one who ought to adminifter it, but cannot, and
leaves it all to be adminiftered by others. This
was the character of many of the Cefars, Idiots
in Government, Heroes in Tyranny. So that
Priny had juft caufe to fay, That it feemed.
highly unworthy, that he fhould confer all digni-
ties, who could fuftain none.

It is a misfortune even in a Country where the
Laws govern, to have a weak, or, which is the
fame thing, an indolent Prince; for the admini-
ftration of an indolent Prince is generally weak ;
and where he does too little, thofe who a for him
will be apt to do too much, But under a2 Govern-
ment limited by Laws, fuch weaknefs or neglet in
a Prince can do leaft harm, nor can his will or his
folly be pleaded, as in arbitrary Countries, for the
caufe or cloak of enormities, fince his will and his
folly are repugnant to the Laws, and may be op-
pofed by Law. All men know how far his power
extends, how far others can extend it for him. In
abfolute Monarchles, not only his will, his fury,
his appetites, are Laws, and Laws 1rreﬁ[‘cxble, but fo

G 3 likewife
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likewife are the appetites, and will, and fury of his
Officers, who always alledge that, whatever they
perpetrate he commands ; and who dares doubt o
deny it, or go to Court to enquire? '
BuT let a Prince’s power be ever fo cautioufly
reftrained, let the Laws which limit and dire& him
be ever fo plain, he will ftill find an abundant call
for all his induftry, in chufing his Officers, in ob-
ferving their Conduct, in overlooking his Revenue,
in executing the Laws, in hearing Petitions, in
attending to Treaties and Embaffadors, in taking
care of the Dignity and Tranquillity of the Nation,
and even in governing his Family. 'What more
extenfive office would a Prince have, if he mean
to perform it with confcience and care? Few men
are equal to it ; the ableft man cannot be too diligent
in it.
~Henw~r v the fourth of France had a great under-
ftanding, becaufe he had made great ufe of it
From his childhood he was almoft continually exer-
cifed in diftrefs and affairs, and forced by the for-
mer into the latter. As he was a man of great
pleafure, had his Kingdom fallen to him early and
eafily, it is certain he would not have had equal
fufficiency ; for fufficiency is to be acquired like a
fcience.  He was forced to be induftricus, vigilant,
inquifitive, ard therefore was always improving,
Thus he became excellently qualified for Govern-
ment, HEnNRvY the third might have proved fo
too, had he been obliged from his youth and for a
long courfe of years to have ftruggled for his Crown,
He had fhewn what he was capable of, whilft yet
very young, In truth fo great was his reputation
in the camp, fuch ability he had manifefted as a
Commander, and fuch hopes were conceived of him
as a Prince, that he was chofen King of Poland
before he was twenty years old, But through idle-
' - onefs;
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nefs, and fenfuality, and flatterers, he became a
moft miferable Ruler, infamous and fanguinary.

Priw~ces that do nothing, but leave all things
to others, will always be minors, as was our
Ricuarp the fecond. Contemptible is that Prince
who holds nothing of Sovereignty but the Pageantry
and the Crown. Poor R1cH ar D loft even that:
Nor can any Prince who takes no care to {fupport
his own dignity, be fecure that his dignity will not
fal. Men who are able and good will be kept
carefully from him, at leaft from ferving him. The
felfith, the falfe, the mifchievous will always be
moft numerous about him, perhaps “exclude all
others, at leaft will always have the moft fway,
perhaps the only fway. At laft perhaps he will
bear no counfel but the worft',

In fpight of any human fufficiency or virtue,
that a Prince can exert or poffefs, there will be many
abufes growing or creeping in, fuch as he cannot
altogether remove or prevent. But where he is idle,
where he is negletful, diforder will prevail tenfold,
corruption walk barefaced, truth and virtue and
merit will' be brow-beaten or banithed, vice and
infolence will flourifh, the Laws lofe their force, the
Adminiftration become loofe and defpifed.

Sucre was the reign of He xR v the third of
France, fuch that of Ricuarp the fecond of
England. They minded nothing but pleafure and
feftivity. Their Government by being neglected,
grew corrupt, impotent, fcandalous, at laft fell to
pieces, Yet the former was a capable Prince, in-
deed capable of great things, and only wanted
application 3 but from his propenfity to pleafure he
difrelithed bufinefs and fatigue, and by the perni-
~cious flattery and foothing of Minions and Deceivers,
came to drop the reins of Government in their hands,

! Ita formatis principis auribus, ut acerba quz utilia.

G 4 and



88 Discourses upon TACITUS.

and referved to himfelf only the name and danger.
Ricuarp the foccond had the fame voluptuous
biafs, and the like mifchievous Leaders. He was
not a Natural; nor a Lunatic, nor feems to have
wanted a fhare of fenfe; but having never been
taught, or fuffered, or inclined, to exert it, he
continued in the ftate of childhood, fimple by habit,
foolith for want of induftry and experience, and hav-
ing mever difcharged the functions of Government,
was at laft unable to difcharge them.

Scct. X." The moft wretched and wicked of

~al] Princes are wont to account them-

felves moft facred, and to claim Attri-
butes divine.

T is remarkable that both the wretched Princes
~mentioned in the laft Section were ftrangely con-
ceited of their own power, had-high notions of Pre-

rogative, nay, cliimed Authority almoft divine, and
were extremely jealous of Kingfhip -when they exer-
cifed none, but left themfelves and their Realms to
be abufed and undone by the Parafites their Mafters.
“This is the fpirit of all wretched Princes, to be proud
according to the meafure of their- folly, to be the
fonder of power for being the lefs able to weild it,
and to affume an allianee with the Gods when they
are too vile or foolith te be accounted men. The
Roman Emperors, moft fignal for cruelty, frenzy
and ftupidity, never failed to be Gods, or akin to
the Gods, ' '
Svcu Chriftian Princes as have aimed at Titles
and Privileges more than human, would have done
well to have remembered, that they were but revive-
ing the ftale pretenfiens of ancient Tyrants and
Pagans, and owning for their Predeceflors Madmen,
Jdiots, Savages, the moft detefted that ever thf;
eart
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earth bore. Nor indeed have any followed thefe
Monfters in this profane and enormous vanity but
fuch as in their other qualities too refembled them,
the vicious, the prodigal, the falfe, the poor fpirited,
and the debauched, fuch as could not govern well
or chofe to govern ill, fuch as boldly called in
Heaven to vindicate what Law and Confcience con-
demned, and alledged a deputation from above to
blaft and deftroy all things below. “When impious
defigns were entertained, when meafures execrableand
ruinous were purfued, folemn Oaths violated, Li-
berty extinguifhed, all the Laws overturned, Ty~
ranny fet up, then a Lieutenancy from God was
always forged and pleaded, divine impunity for
diabolical deeds, a right from the Father of Mer-
cies, of Juftice, and of Men, to commit Cruelty and
Injuftice, to opprefs and butcher.

Visions like thefe, wild and impious, are
refuted by repeating them, and the difhonour of fuch
as maintained and encouraged them, fufficiently
expofed. Such tao is the mean chara&ter of thefe
Princes, fuch has been their reign and fate, as to
yindicate the Deity from the blafphemous impu-
tation of having avowed them. ‘

DIS-
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DISCOURSE V.
- The fame fubject continﬁed;

Seat. 1. The example of a Prince its effica-
cy: When ,ngd how advantageons to kis
. Peaple and himfelf.

Y the altions of a Prince, the fpirit of a
‘&S, Prince is difcerned.  If he do nothing, it is
L_# not he who reigns: If what he does be bad,
he had better not reign.  One upon whom the felicity
of all depends, is under a continual call and obh-
gation to {ee that none be miferable, that none be
wronged or unredreffed : and becaufe his own exam-
ple is of univerfal influence, beyond that of exhor-
tation, or of precepts, or of preachments, indeed
more cogent than Law itfelf, or penalties, or ter-
rors, it behoves him to fhew himfelf wife and vir-
‘tuous;- How glorious is it for- a Prince, when it
becomes the glory. of all men to imitate him? How
fcandalous, when he is only their guide to bafenefs
and debauchery? The goodnefs of his demeanour
fhould vie with the greatnefs of his power®. In
vain will he caufe vicé to be punithed, if he himfelf
be vicious : even in his executing of juft Laws, he
will be accounted unjuft, if he himfelf obferve them
not; nor will the frowns of Juftice be found of
fuch force, as the countenance and pattern of him
who holds, or fthould hold, her {cales,
Iy Peru, during the Government of the Inc a’s,
when any -of the Royal Blood, or of the prime

2 Par omnibus, et hoc tantum czteris major quo melior.

Nobles,



DiscoursEes #pon TACITUS. or

Nobles, violated the Law, they were punithed more:
feverely than a common Subject, forfeited all their
Privileges, were degraded from their hereditary
Honours, and accounted Traitors and Tyrants,
It was thought reafonable to debafe thofe who. had
thewn themfelves bafe, and to make an example of
fuch as by their great figure and credit were likely
to draw others after their track. Upon the like
motives a criminal Magiftrate there was punifhed
according to his charater and quality, rather than
to that of his crime, from an opinion that in a
Minifter of Juftice the leaft evil was not to be
tolerated, fince he was appointed to eradicate evils,
and obliged to be more obfervant of the Laws than
his inferiors. It was faid of the Ixc a’s, that they
took fuch an affectionate care of their Subjects, as
to merit being ftiled rather Fathers of their Country,
and Guardians of their Pupils, than Kings over
Subjects . They were called by the Indians, Lovers
of the Poor. Such fhould every Prince be, and
appear to be. His life and conduét are a perpetual’
ftandard : All men fee it, moft men follow it, and
according to the courfe of his life will be the courfe
of morality or debauchery.

VEesprastan ina few years (for he reigned not
many) by the practice of frugality made all men
frugal, and in that fhort fpace ftopped a torrent of
profufion which had been flowing for a hundred
years beforee. HEwnry the third debauched all
France, as did R1cH A RD the fecond all England,
Manners as well as fathions beginning from the
Court, the corrupt manners there become quickly
univetfal. The Nobility, efpecially the young
Nobility, perceived and followed the tafte and plea-
fures of the King: The Gentry next, then the
Commonalty, fell all into the fathion of their fupe- -
riors, The reign of the great Queen EL1zaBETH
.and that of her Succeflor, fufficiently fhew, hcf)_w

: ar
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far the example of a virtuous or 2 voluptuous Prince
€an go towards making their People riotous or
fober, as well as towards ennobling or debafing their
fpirits. 'The public Manners are beft afcertained
by thofe of public Rulers, and the fureft cure for
the irregularities of Subjets, is the regularity of
Princes; fince even Example alone without Au-
thority, goes further than Authority without Ex-
ample, fays Priny® to Trajav, who was
indeed a pattern to his Subjelts as well as to all
fucceeding Princes. He adds, that the fear of pu-
nifhment is but an unfare guide to right morals.

- NEerTHER is the Virtue and Morality of a
Prince of greater advantage to his People than to
himfelf. Virtuous Subjects are always peaceable,
nor will they fail to honour a virtuous Governor.
Jt is the debauched, the riotous, the idle, who are
prone to fedition, love public changes, and promote
them. Whatfoever particular points a Prince may
carry by debauching his People, it cannot be the
ftability of his Throne, whatever he may think. A
People who have abandoned their Virtue will readily
abandon their King ; nor does he deferve any other,
if it was he who firft corrupted them. From a
vicious People it is madnefs to hope for virtuous
Principles, fuch as thofe of juft allegiance and fide-
lity.. Where no integrity is left, no honour can be
expected 5 and when they are corrupted fo far as to
fell or throw away their Liberties, which is the
“higheft degree of corruption, what other or leffer
degree will they be afhamed of ? Nor can one who
has made them univerfally vile, complain, with a
good grace, that they prove vile to him, It is but
a part of what he taught them,

b Vita principis cenfura eff, eaque perpefya— non tam
imperio nobis opus eft, quam exemplo.

Ir
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It is faid of China, that when the Emperor
proves licentious and bad, when he neglets his
duty and the admmxi‘cratxon, and falls into enermi-
ties and vice, the face of the whole Empire becomes
altered, and the People, otherwife fober and wife,
grow riotous, unruly, debauched, and tumultuous.
So that for his own fake he is obliged to be fober
and orderly, obliged to preferve, at leaft, all the ap-
pearances of innocence and virtue. Yet the Mon-
archy of China is the moft compleatly framed of
any that the world ever produced, fupported by
admirable orders and maxims, all fettled into reve-
rence and authority by the approbation and ufage of
numerous ages. But all their admirable maxims
and orders are infufficient where the good example
of the Prince is wanting to inforce them. The
Chinefe therefore maintain, that by the virtue of the
King the People becomes virtuous, and that he is
refponfible to Heaven for the wicked manners of
his Kingdom. They fay, it is a {mall matter for a
Prince to punifh crimes ; He ought by the example
of his own virtue to prevent crimes in others.

Tux innocence therefore of a Prince’s life is the
beft guide to his People, and the fureft guard of his
Perfon and Diadem. This is what PLiny fays
to TrRajax . Many of the Princes before him,
befides their own peftilent examples, had forced the
People, and all orders of men, by all the influence
and terrors of Tyranny, to be debauched, dithonour-
able, contemptible, and wicked ; that all men being
corrupt, they themfelves might not be feen worfe
than the reft, and no man have credit or virtue
enough to be terrible to the Tyrants. Their policy
was as abfurd as it was abominable, and their fate
proved a warning to Princes and all men, to avoid

¢ Difcimus experimento, fidelifimam cuftodiam principis,
" ipfius innocentiam.

following
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following their deftructive example, Where God
doth not blefs, man will not, fays Mr. SELp £n.

By the neceffity of fetting a good example, I do
not' mean that a Prince fhould be debarred from
diverfions and pleafure, but only from fuch as tend
to corrupt the public Manners. 'With fuch pleafures
of his as hurt not his People, the People have no-
thing to do. Moft of the greateft Princes, as well
as the beft that ever reigned, were men of plea-
fure, which is almoft univerfally the effeét of much
Genius and Fire. Nor does it avail how much
they love it, if they purfue it with decency, and
neglect not bufinefs and their duty. The Em-
peror TiTus, he who was called the delight of
mankind, was a man of gallantry, but his gallan-
tries never interfered with his occupations. It is
true, fays TaciTus, that his foul, youthful and
amorous, was not indifferent to BERENICE; but
from hence arofe no neglect or relaxation in his con-
duéting affairs of Duty and Truft. His father
VEespastan had the fame turn, loved gay amufe-
ments, but governed carefully. TRAJAN was
addicted to wine and other delights, yet an able and
faithful Steward of the Empire. ADR1an loved
diverfions, but never negleted affairs. SoLow,
a very wife man and worthy Lawgiver, never made
any fcruple to own his fondnefs for Ladies, Mufick
and Wine ; nor even in his old age had he loft that
tafte, or was athamed of it.

Se&. 1. The Charaller of a Prince to be
learnt from that of his Company and Fa-
vourites, dnd his defigns by the Opinions
which become in fafvion about him.

R OM the Characters and Principles of the men
y whom a Prince promotes or favours, his own
may be learnt or prefumed TrAajaN fhewed
¢ l 1 what
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whit he himfelf was, by the excellency of the perfons
preferred and countenanced by him. In all things
unlike the preceding Emperors, whe chofe the worft
and vileft of all men, he chofe the beft and moft
virtuous. Hence he manifefted to the world what
fort of men and purfuits pleafed him beft. About
him were found no Informers, no Accufers, no Ad-
vocates for lawlefs Power, no Inftruments of Op-
preilion, no Flatterers, no Calumniators. The for-
mer Princes had chofen Minifters, not fo much for
their ability in managing affairs, as for their dex-
terity in adminiftring to their voluptuoufnefs or fury,
not Statefmen to rule the State, but Buffoons and
Pandars to humour the Prince, or Ruffians and
Spoilers to rob and kill for him. -

WaaT elfe but wickednefs; cruelty, continual
excefles and mifrule could be forefeen or expected
from Princes perpetually furrounded with Parafites,
Jefters, Harlots, powerful Slaves and Affaflins?
What elfe to be prefumed of Princes, who careffed
and advanced the moft opprobrious, the blackeft
and moft deteftable of all Villains; but that they
difliked, diftrufted, and would probably deftroy
every able, every worthy man? Was it not natural
to imagine that an Emperor who was daily told that
he might do what he pleafed, would do what he
pleafed, and grow lawlefs when he was informed
that he was above Law.

Ox e of Nero’s Favourites, a hireling Orator
employed to legitimate Tyranny and Murder by
Law and Haranguing, to traduce innocent men by
inveétives before they were furrendered to the exe-
cutioner, told the Tyrant his Mafter, that ¢ he did
¢ but tire himfelf and his advocates by proceeding
¢’ fo leifurely with the Senate, in arraigning and
“¢¢ cutting them off one by one, when he might,
“¢ by faying but a fingle word, have the whole Body
¢ deftroyed at one blow.” For fuch flacknefs, this
faithful
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faithful Counfellor blamed the bloody Tyrant, as too
gentle and over-deliberate.  This advice was fhort
and decifive, and not at all difguftful. NEero
fhewed by abundant liberalities and honours how
highly he efteemed the man, preferred him to the
“Confular and Pontifical Honours, and recompenfed
him with a bounty of fifty thoufand pounds, part of
the fpoils of fuch noble Romans as he had hunted
down and worried for the Imperial fport of his
facred Sovereign Nero.

WHEN fuch men and fuch doétrines prevail, it
is eafy to guefs what will follow, at leaft what is
intended. No man will care to give pernicious
counfel but where he knows it will be pleafing, nor
will a Prince hear it unlefs he be inclinable to take
it. He only who has a mind to do what he ouglit
not, will like to be told that he may; and the
will of the Prince is then preached up when Law
and Liberty are to be pulled down. What means
or avails the propagating of arbitrary Maxims, but
to juftify and introduce arbitrary Proceedings ? They
are too odious to be fpread where no great defign is
to be ferved by doing it. Nor need any man defire
a furer fign, that univerfal flavery is intended by
the Court, than when univerfal {fubmiffion to it is
inculcated upon the People.

T H1s confideration alone leaves no excufe or
apology to be made for thofe reigns, when fuch
flavith Tenets were every where maintained, and,
the vile Maintainers of thefe Tenets countenanced,
hired and preferred : when from the public Tribunals
and public Pulpits, pldces facred to Law and Truth,
it became fathionable, nay, became the only and
furelt way of rifing there, to affert that there was

no LLaw fave in the wild Will of one, who though

~ {fworn to defend Law, might lawfully overturn it
to affert impious falthoods manifeft to all men, to
father fuch falhoods upon the God of truth, ungder
. his
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his holy name to fheltér outrigeous oppreﬂions, to
bind up the hands of the opprefled; to maintain
that the lives of men, which they held from God,
their property, which was fecured to them by the
Conttitution, the Conftitution itfelf contrived by the
wifdom of men for their own prefervation, and
defended through ages by theit virtue and bravery,
were all at the mere metcy and luft of him -who
was folemnly bound to protet all, but might, if he
{o lifted, deftroy them all, w1th0ut oppofition ; hay,
all oppoﬁtxon was damnable; When all this was
notorious; conﬁ:ant, univerfal, the language of Power,
the ftyle of Favourites, and the road to favour, what
doubt could remain whither it all tended? To pre-
vent all doubts, arbitrary meafures were purfued,
whilft arbitrary principles were promoted. The per-
fons of men were illegally imprifoned, illegal fines
impofed, eftates violently feized, and the Public
confidently robbed:

Sc. NI Doctrines in defence of lawlefs
Power, and againft civil Liberty, to be
punifpéd as Treafon againft the Public.
How Princes di jwver their. jpzm‘ - hey
feldom take warning.

HE Parliament of Paris mantained, that there

were crimes which the King could not pardon,
fuch as any great miichief or indignity done to the
State. Pray what treatment is due to a deliberate
opinion, declared and urged; that a State may be
deftroyed, all its Laws annulled, and all men in it
made miferable flaves, whenever the chief Magi-
ftrate thinks fit ? Can there be a greater crime, a
greater . indication of malice againft the Public,
or a higher evil intended and avowed? Or can the
Authors of fuch horrible pofitions be acceptable to
“any but a horrible Tyrant, to a NeRro, or one
Vou, III. H who
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who would bz as bad as he, one who hates his:
People, purfues an intereft deftructive of theirs, and
is confequently their enemy?? . :

- A~ Englith Prince, who longed for power un-
Vimited, though he made miferable Ufe of what he
had, was wont to fay, ¢ That a Crown was not
¢¢ worth having, if he that wore it muft be thus
¢ controuled by a parcel of fellows.” He meant
the Parliament, who muft have been fellows indeed,
and bad ones, if the worft of them was worfe than
Limfelf. e had been trufted with vaft fums of
the public money for the fervice of the Public, had
batrayed that troft, funk the money, or applied it
againit the Public, and after {o vile a fraud, inftead
of penitence and fthame, had the face to complain
that he was not entrufted with the whole without
[imication or inquiry. He had Parafites enough to
tell him that it was his right, and over the Kingdem
there were Impoftors more than enough to perfuade
People to believe and fubmit to it, men who for
fome preferment, or for better preferment to them-
felves, had the affurance to tell a great Nation, that
they ought to bear bondage: Nor did ought but
the power of forcery and delufion keep the thame-
lefs deluders from being ftoned.

Svcu dreadful doétrines, however, and corre-
fponding practices, alarmed all men who had pre-
ferved their honefty and their fenfes, and there enfued
fuch a ftruggle between him and his People as {foured
and inflamed them, and made him miferable, fear-
ful and infecure all the reft of his reign. By pur-
fuing the like Politics, by countenancing the like
arbitrary Maxims, his Father had come to be firft
difliked, then diftrufted, at laft undone. But he
had not wifdom and virtue encugh to profit by this

d Tempus fuit, et nimium diu fuit, quo alia adverfa, alia
fecunda. principi et nobis.

example,
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example, no more than his immediate Succeffor,
who made fuch an open claim of doing what he
pleafed with his Kingdoms, that his Kingdoms, to
fave themfelves, drove him out. Even the holy
men, who for many years had blinded him with a
belief, that he might violate his Oath and Truft
with fafety, as foon as they found the weight of his
oppreflive hand, which they had encouraged him to
exert, turned fiercely againft him, and bad him open
defiance. Too few Princes take warning. They
are often fo blinded by their own wilfulnefs and
fovereign fortune, or by the foothings .of fatterers,
elpecially of fuch as fatter them in ftrains of piety,
and miflead them in the name of the Lord, that
their doom fometimes comes upon them, before they
are apprized of danger.

Kinc Eri1c, heir to Queen MARGARET,
who reigned over Sweden, Denmark and Norway,
was depofed whilft yet exulting in his power, fecu-
rity, and violence, and defpifing the crics of his
People, whom he had barbaroufly oppreffed.  Yet
his Succeffors proved not wifer, nor, confequently,
fafer. Confiding in their own ftrength, and too
often inftigated by the Clergy, they rioted in Op-
preflion, Barbarity and Maffacres, till the evil hour
overtock them unforefeen, when they had quite
forfeited all title to pity and affitance. The Em-
peror CharLEs the fifth was a Prince of fenfe,
yet grew rafh and wanton through good fortune,
and was infolent to his captives, fome of them great
Pritces, whom he carried. about, from place to
place, in a very injurious manaer. Whence, fays
Tuvanvus, he gained not a Triumph by the
victory, but the moft inveterate hate by his Tri-
umph. But amidlt his glory and pride, fudden
diftrefs and fears overtook him: At Aufburg his
foldiers mutinied with great fury, for want of their
pay s nor was his dread and danger lefs from the

H 2 citizens,
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citizens, who immediately took arms to defend theit
houfes from being plundered.

N E r 0 was diverting himfelf in the T'heatre, whent
news came of the revolt of Gaul, and ViTEeL-
L1vus immetfed in debauchery when VEsp As1a N
was proclaimed Emperor. €avricura and Do-
MITIAN were concerting more murders, at the
inftant that they themfelves were pierced with the
- fatal knife ; fowas Commopus. When men have
a while done evil actions with fuccefs; they begin to
think either that they are not evil, or that they may
be repeated with equal fafety. ’Ihey do not con:
fider that punifhment often comes the furer for
coming flow, and that by proceeding in their crimes,
they are but advancing to meet it. Wicked men
ceafe to do wickedly when it is out of their power,
and only neceffity can reform them.,

Scé&. 1V. Of the Veracity of Princes----
The folly of Falftood---The worft and fil-
lieft ‘men practife it moff—it is infe pa-
rable from Tyranny.

F we confidet the charatter of a Prince for Vera-

city or ‘the want of it, itis certain that as he
values his word or dlfrevards it, he himfelf will be
difregarded or valued. “The fame man can never
be accournited honourable and falfe, rior is it poflible
for him to follow Falthood, but the fame of Falf-
hood will follow him. To gain belief to words,
actions muft follow. Evafions and chicaning can
never fave him: by fuch fhifts and meannefles he
will be thought the more mean. When a man is
once known to be a knave and a lyar, what man of
fenfe or honeft man will truft him; and when a
Prince is found to falfify and play low tricks, what
Nation will truft him? For no man, nor Prince,

was ever falfe or treacherous in many inftances, with-
out
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out being difcovered; and a treacherous temper,
once deteCted, becomes both hated and impotent.
Tiserivus in whatever he fuid was thought to
mean fomething elle, even when he did not.

In Fallhood there is no excellence or praife.
Any Blockhead, any Lunatic can be a lyar. Ca-
LIGULA, who was really crazy, could be exceed-
ing falfe, and though he owned himfelf above
ﬂnme, yet practifed craft He was full of dark-
nefs and equivocation, and a great diffembler: a
leffon which he had learnt early and carefully.in the
Courtof TIBERIUS.

THE fillieft people are the greateft lyars, and
the moft grofs and ftupid Nations have been found
deceitful and hollow. For deceit is not peculiar to
Courts, though it may be much improved there,
nor has any man caufe to value himfelf upon an
accomplifhment common amongft Barbarians and
Canibals, indeed fit for none elfe, Tyrants, who

are worfe than Canibals, are always falle. Nero
* was o in a fovereign degree, fo by nature, fo by
education, and could kifs and wheedle fuch as he
hated, and meant to deftroy. Thus he behaved
to his Mother, thusto SE N Ec A, treated them with
much fondnefs, with many embraces, and caufed
them to be murdered. Even the ftupid ViTE1-
L1vus could falfify and deceive, could cover the
rancour of his heart under great complaifance and
familiarity. DoMr1Tian was as falfe as either,
fudden and fubtle in his cruelty ; and whenever he
was moft implacable, appeared moft moderate and
merciful. I believe the fame to be generally true
of all T'yrants ancient or later, as'well as of Joun
BasiLowirz, LEwis theeleventh,and MuwL v
of Morocco. It is the firft leffon that they learn,
it is the moft eafy, and it is neceffary that he who
has an evil heart fhould hide it, and conceal or dif-
guife his wicked purpofes.

H 3 WHEN
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"WHEN men are continually purfuing mifchie-
vous defigns, they will be apt to practife continual
hypocrify 3 for no man will own his intentions to
be bad : and fuch as are confcious of their own de-
praved inclinations will be prone to fufpelt others,
will ftudy to over reach whomfoever they fufpett,
will hate thofe who are like themfelves, as well as
thofe who are not. Hence the conftant commerce
of infincerity amongft corrupt and defigning men:
when bafe motives govern their ations, guile
governs their tongues, and fair words cover dark
ends.

Tur1s is a terrible fituation, and wretched policy.
He who deceives all men, will be deceived by all :
For no man will truft, no man will love onc who

cheats every man. Hatred grows as naturally out
of diftruft, as love out of conﬁdence. I do not
find that T1s & r 1us had one fincere friend in the
world 3 for he had, or was believed to have had,
a friendfhip for no man. So that as all men feared
or fufpected him, he was hated by all, trufted by
none. It was dealing with him aCCOfdll’]O' to his
own meafure: Had he loved his People, he might
have had their love, and been faithfully ferved, had
he acted faithfully.

Sc&. V. Princes of mnoble and good minds
Jeorn tq deceive: thence their Glory and
Popularity.

UEEN EL1zZABET H, who regarded her
Q Subjets as her Children, was by her Subjects
honoured as their common Parent, and as fuch

fhe lived with them, as did Trajan with the
Romans. She never broke her faith with her Peo-
ple, never deceived them. They fufpected her of
no evil defigns, asthey faw fhe practifed none ; and
were zealous for her glory, becaufe her glory V;’ls
: or
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for their good. They liked to fee her great, fince
the fought no greatnefs which tended to make them
lefs, none in which they had not a fhare. She re-
tained their obedience by the ftrongeft tye, that of
their affe¢tions; their affeCtions were engaged by the
ftrongeft and moft natural bonds, thofe of their own
interett 3 nor knew the -what it was to have an
intereft diftinét from theirs, much lefs an oppofite
intereft, 'The greateft contcft berween her and her
People, her and her Parliaments, was that of mutuz
confidence and zeal, as was faid of the above-men-
tioned Emperor and the Roman Senate.

Mr. StLpEN fays of her, that ¢ to her Peo-
<¢ ple the committed her confidence under God, and
¢ they to her their chiefeft treafure upon earth.”
He fays, that the once refufed a {ubfidy as too much,
would take but ene half, and thanked the People
for the remnant ; ¢ a courtefy, fays he, tiz:t rang loud
<< abroad, to the fhame of other Princes:”” I think it
is the fame Author who obferves, that <¢ to a Prince
¢ who {pares them, the People will always be
¢ liberal, and a good Prince will fpare a liberal
“¢ People.” It is no wonder that under her the
Credit of the Exchequer was as high as that of the
Fxchange. Thefe were ways to endear her Govern-
ment to all men, ways to endear Monarchy when
conduéted by fuch a Monarch. In her days were
feen no ftruggles for a Commonwealth, nor did her
Subjeéts with for a plurality of Rulers, when they
were hapoier under one. Moenarchy muft grow
terrible betore it grows odious, oppreflive ere peo-
plelong to thake it off 5 nor will they have recourfe
to another form of Government, till driven to it
for relief. Princes are cenfured when they bear
infults and encroachments from one another, and
blamed if they take not vengeance. Is not equal
confideration, at leaft fome confideration, to be had
1o the honour and prefervation of a People when
: ' H 4 opprefled
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oppreffed and worried by their Rulers, men whom
they pay fo dearly, and fupport fo nobly, to fecure
and prote¢t them, an office which that illuftrious
Queen performed with fuch benevolence and wif~
dom?

H e r glorious cotemporary HE N R ¥ the fourth
of France, to his other great qualities added that of
great Veracity, in this, as in every thing elfe, very
different from the two Princes his immediate Pre-
deceflors, In the Court of Cua rRLES the ninth,
Falthood and Treachery prevailed ; and thefe vices
were accompanied by all others, by cruelties, de-
bauchery, poifonings and affaffinations, by all forts
of oppreflions, all forts of mifrule. HEewnry the
third was found to be fo fraudulent and falfe, that
his promifes paffed for fnares, and by having de-
ceived all men, could be trufted by none. For his
known want of faith fo often given and broken, he
was abandoned by his fubje¢ts 5 and even his oaths,
even declarations under his hand, paffed for nothing
but proofs that he would certainly violate them.
At the fame time the King of Navarre (afterward
Henry the fourth) who had never failed in his
word, was trufted by every body. Ewven his ene-
mies trufted him: When upon occafion he had
offered them hoftages, they refufed the fame, and
defired only his word: Yes, his mortal enemies the
Spaniards, upon coming to a tréaty with him, re-
fufed hoftages, and fought only his word.

Tu1s was Virtue, this was Wifdom ; and what
Prince who knows the value, the glory and advan-
tage of it, would be without it? A worthy Minifter
of his, the Prefident JEANNIN, a man of excellent
underftanding, was famed for equal probity, and
a&ed in Counfel, acted in Negotiations, and with
particular men, without any refinings or doublings,
or little artifices. Thefe are what a man truly wife -
defpifes, what none but the apes of wife men practife,

Henry
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Henry the fourth held his honour fo facred, as
to declare, ¢¢ That he would lofe his Crown rather
¢¢ than caufe the leaft fufpicion of breaking his
“¢¢ Word, even to his greateft enemies.”

Se&, VL. The confequences of Faltood in a
Prince, Scorn and Impotence---1It is the
mark of a poor and difboneft Spirit ----Great
and virtuous Spirits abhor it.

HERE is a meannefs, a deformity in trick-
ing and lying, fuch as a great and a good
mind fcorns as well as detefts. In truth the honour
of He~ Rr v the fourth and of Queen EL1zaBETH,
their fteadinefs and noblenefs of mind, were fo known
and prized, that as far as their names were known,
their perfons were feared or reverenced. They de-
fpifed that fort of Kingcraft fo unmanly and pedantic,
which a cotemporary Prince ufed to boait of, and by
which he made himfelf little in the eyes of the world,
and of his People. His Falfhood was o notorious,
and be fo nétorioufly decried for his Falthood, that the
only fruit he reaped from it, was impotence and con-
tempt. He had no kind of credit abroad, worfe than
none at home ; his treaties were abortive, his mediati-
ons {lighted, his refentments laughed at ; and he who
called himfelf the wifeft King in Europe, was really
the Dupe and the Jeft of all Chriftendom. The"
only people who could depend upon him, were his
Favourites, and thefe he durft not deceive: as'often
as he dared he did, and when he was about to part
with one of them for ever, he could afk him, after
many kifies, ¢ For God’s fake, when fhall I fee thee
¢ again?’ ‘Then turn round and fay, I hope
*¢ in God I fhall never fee thy face more.” With
foreign States his promifes and his menaces were
.alike difregarded, becaufe alike unexecuted, and with
his People their Prince had not fo much credit as a
- Banker,
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Banker.  He had fo often, fo thamefully, forfeited
his credit, perverted the public truft, wafted the
public money, that he was thought unworthy of all
farther confidence. The moft difgraceful of all Bank-
rupts, is a King bankrupt of his Honour.

Tue Romans, the greateft People that the Sun
ever faw, as they were great in their fortune and
valour, were {o alfo in their honour, which they
obferved with fignal punctuality, and by it gained
renown with. all nations, who whilft they could
depend upon their faith, adhered with fidelity to
their intereft. Some of their allies were fo ob-
ftinate in their adherence to the Romans, that
rather than relinquith them they {uffered the
{fword, famine and utter deftruction, nay, deftroy-
ed themfelves. They held treachery in fuch dete-
ftation, _that when a traiterous Schoolmafter in a
Town which they befieged, offered to procure it to
be furrendered by betraying all his fcholars, the
children of the principal Inhabitants, into the hands
of the Roman General, they abherred the propofal,
and gave up the villain even to their enemies. The
fame noble courtefy they did to King PyrrHUS,
whilft yet defolating Iraly: When his phyfician
propofed to poifon him for a certain reward, they
rejected the execrable propofal, and communicated
it to his Mafter. Long afrerwards, when they had

- Joft their Laiberty, and Wlth it too much of their vir-
tue, they yet refufed the offer of ADGANDESTRIUS
a Prince of Germany, who undertook, ¢ That if
4¢ the Senate would fend him peifon, he would dif-
¢ patch ARMINIUS;” the moft terrible foe that
they had ever found in that country. The anfwer
of the Senate was very noble, ¢ That not by fnares
¢ and blows in the dark, but openly armed, and
“¢ in the day of battle, the Roman People purfued
4¢ yengeance againft their enemies.” The Romans,
Queen Ev IZABETH, and HENRY the fourthd

. ha
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had great Spmts, great Honour, but were not ac-
Comphfhf:d in lietle’ d]ﬁﬁCﬂLlOI’S, fuch as the above-
mentioned Prince gloried in by the name of King~
craft. It was well he ha ad fome caufe of glorying,

Sc&. VIL T}mmzy worfe than Anarchy,
‘ or rather noz‘ﬁmﬂ* out Anarchy.

T is vfually fuid, that bad Gavernment is better
than none 3 a propofition which is far from felf-
evident. 1 am apt to think that abfolute Tyranny
is worfe than Anarchy; for I can eafily fuppofe
popular confufion to be lefs mifchievous than a fet-
tled active Tyranny, that it will do no lefs harm,
and is likcly to end fooner.  All tumults are in theit
nature, and muft be, fthort in duration, muft foon
{ubfide, or fettle 'into fome order. But Tyranny
may laft for ages, and go on deftroying, till at laff
it has left noLth to deftroy. What can the moft
dreadful Anarchy produce but a temporary work of
defolation and fury, what but violation of Law and
Life? And can Government be faid to exift, where
all Juftice is neglected, where all Violence and Op-
preflion is committed, where lawlefs Will is the
only reafon, where the ravages of blind appetite,

and of the blind fword,; are the only adminiftration?
Ir this be Government what is Anarchy? Is
obedience due to aught but Law and Protection ?
Is he a Governor who fpoils and kills? Am I ob-
liged to pay duty and reverence to my enemy, to a
common robber? By doings, and not by titles and
names, is a Governor diftinguifhed from an enemy 3
and lefs vengeance is due to a profeffed {poiler, than
to a {poiling Magiftrate. 'What have Socicties to
do with fuch a deftruétive T'raitor, but to extermi-
nate or deftroy him, before he has deftroyed {ociety
and all men? An Oppreflor under the name of a
Ruler, is the moft deteftable Opprefior ; and, by
1 fuch
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fuch impudence and mockery, fhould but quicken
wniverfal refentment. I know of no argument for
deftroying Anarchy, but what is full as ftrong for
the deftruction of Tyranny,

Se&t. VIII.  Bad ‘Princes ought to be treated
- with [everity and abhorremce, in honour
and juftice to the good---- No worthy
Prince offended to fee a wicked Prince
_expofed. :
N difcourfing on Princes, I have treated the
good with all poffible reverence, as the tender
Fathers of their People, as benevolent Guardians of
Law and Righteoufnefs, as Friends to human kind :
A divine Charatter, which can never be too much.
prized, never too much extolled. If towards the
bad I have thewn equal indignation, I hope I fhall
want no excufe, fince it was equally juft. They
who honour worthy Princes, cannot avoid deteft-
ing Princes that are wicked; nor can fuch as
hate not the wicked, ever truly love the worthy,
fays Priny® to Trajan, who, I dare fay,
‘believed bhim, and muft needs find it a genuine
compliment to his own excellent reign, to fee thofe
of the preceding Tyrants well expofed, fince the
blacker theirs appeared, the brighter his muft fhine.
To expofe them was to praife him, and it is chiefly
by fuch oppofition of charatters, that his friend the
Conful adorns that of the Empercr, in his immortal
Panegyric, a Mafter-piece of Eloquence, Truth and
good Senfe, and a continued Invective againft D o-
M1 T1AN, and the other Imperial Savages, who had
ftained and perverted the Sovereignty. It is thus,
in a great meafure, that he applauds Tr A ya N, and
his method was juft. oo

¢ Neque enim fatis amarint bonos Principes, qui malos fatis
non oderigt,
‘To
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To reverence bad Princes, is to tob and injure
the good, as reverence is the reward and perquifite
of well-doing.  If no evil whatfoever can be entitled
to refpet, what claim to it have the authors of evil,
they efpecially who coramit the higheft? Do the
Indians well in adoring mifchievous Demons ?* Were
the ancient Pagans wife in their wild worthip of fire,
fevers and crocodiles ? Was any beaft of prey, were
all beafts of prey, half fo deftructive as Nero?
Were the ravages of the Conflagration or a Peftilence
worfe than his ravages ? Are men bound to reverence
the plagues, the tormentors, and the confumers of
men? To fpeak refpectfully of bad men, Princes
or others, is not reverence but flattery, and flattery
is abufe. Before men can be brought to adore a
hurtful being, they muft be firft (fo far at leaft)
divefted of their fenfes, and ftruck blind by fuper-
ftition, and then it is reverence without reafon, con-
fequently nothing. "Who would value himfelf upon
" the trances of a mad-man, miftaking you for a Deity,
and adoring you?

A goop Prince thould indeed take it amifs to
perceive bad ones fpared, as it will argue a prefump-
tion that he approves thern, or will come to refemble
them: An imputation which he fhould fear and ab-
hor. He will therefore, for his own fake, encourage
all freedom to examine and difplay their behaviour
and memory. Nor can he difcourage this as long
as he means not to do as they did. Pr i~y afferts
it roundly, as a matter of the utmoft certainty :
«¢ That, when of an evil Prince pofterity fays no-
¢ thing, it is evident that the prefent Prince follows
<¢ his fteps.” When Com MoD Us put one to death
for reading the life of Car1cuL a4, freely written
by Sut ToN1Us, what could the Public infer, but
that he knew his own conduct to be like that of
Caricura? Trajan, who was a virtuous
Prince, cared not how contumelioufly the name and

‘ memories
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memories of Tyrants were ufed: Nor was aught a
greater proof of the excellence of his adminiftra-
tion, and the integrity of his heart, than that in his

"reign it was fafe for all men to inveigh againft evil
Government, and evil Pringes, as the fame Prixy
obferves; and elfewhere, ftill complimenting that
glorious Emperor ; ¢ We then thew how paffic-
<¢ nately we love good Princes, when we are feen
<¢ yutterly to abhor the bad.” TacriTus fays, to
the deathlefs praife of this reign, that fuch was the
rare felicity of the times, ¢ That you might enter-
¢ tain what fentiments you pleafed, and declare
¢ what fentiments you entertained.”

I~ confequence of fuch true principles, thefe two
noble Authors treat Nz r o, Dom1 T 14N and their
fellows, as Monfters, Beafts, and Executioners; and
thus muft every honeft, every rational Author treat
fuch Princes. Priny fays, that DomiTran
was *¢ the Spoiler, the Butcher of every excellent’
<¢ Perfon; a moft treacherous Prince; a moft ra-
«¢ pacious Robber.” With fuch bitter and terrible
names did a Roman Conful treat a wicked Empe-
ror, in prefence of a good one, Priny before
TraAJAN, nay, {peaking to Trajan. Tacitus
is not more tender : like the other, he loved virtue,
and hated vice too much to be fo.

DIS-
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DISCOURSE VL

© Of Bigotry in Princes.

]

Sct. 1. The mifehief of Bigotry in a Phince:
Its [trance efficacy, and what Chimera's
JETETS g
govern it. :

ACITUS tells us, that OTHo was, in
! his defigns upon the Sovereignty, violently
inftigated by the vain predictions of- the
Aftrologers, who were ever confidently averring,
that the Stars prefaged approaching revolutions, and
a year of fignal glory to Orro. What elfe was
this his abfurd and greedy belief in the ‘Aftrologers
but Bigotry to deceivers and falfe prophecy, whence
he was prompted to feize the Empire, murder the
Emperor, and throw the world into War and con-
vullions? For with him thefe wretched predictions
paffed as uttered by a prophetic fpirit, and as the
propitious warnings of the Fates. My Author, ac-
cording to his cuftom, accounts for OTuO’s cre-
dulity in thefe by a fine obfervation, ¢ That fuch
*¢ is the vifionary genius of human nature, ever moft
<< zealous to believe things dark and unfearchable.”
He adds, that Prorem v (one of the Aftrologers
moft credited by him) confined not himfelf after-
wards to predictions only 3 but having firft flattered
the ambition of O THo, was now prompting him
to the laft bloody a¢t of treafon. His reflection
upon this is juft and ftrong, ¢ That from the har-
¢¢ bouring of fuch afpiring withes, to the forming of
¢¢ fuch black purpofes, the mind is led with wonder-
¢ ful facility.”

CROEsgs,
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Crorsus, King of Lydia, was a bigotted
believer of Oracles, and many and immenfe were
the gifts and oblations which he made them: By
their fallacious refponfes he was incited to war with
Cyrus, which ended in his perpetual captivity;
and in the utter eonqueft of his wealthy Kihgdom.
BicoTryY in a weak Prince, or in any Prince,
is always one of his worft and moft dangerous weak-
reffes, generally ruinous to his People, often to
himfelf ; as it fubjects him to the blind controul of
narrow-fpirited and defigning Guides (for all Bigots
muft have Diretors and Mafters) who in manage-
ing his confcience feldom forget their own intereft,
and to that intereft often facrifice the Public and
all things. _ _ , ‘ '
BicoTr vy has a kindnefs for nothing but itfelf,
and to all the reft of the world bears at beft perfect
unconcern, generally perfe@t malice. « Hence wild
wars and perfecutions, Countries opprefled and ex-
haufted, Communities enflaved and butchered, all
perhaps for names and garments, for poftures and
grimaces, for founds, and diftintions, and nonfenfe.
Correfponding to the defign is the refult ; humbers
are made miferable or deftroyed, that a few may
fourith and domineer. For, that doriinion is found-
ed in Grace, and that the holy ought to inherit the
Earth, is a pofition as old and extenfive as roguery
and enthufiafm. From this fpirit Princes who are
guided by it, inftead of public Fathers and Pro-
tectors, often become public Pcfts and Deftroyers 5
Nations are animated againft Nations, and thof¢
of the fame Nation plague and devour one an-
other. _ ' _
W s 4 T human wifdom cdn reftraini men actuated
by divine fury? And when they think that the
Deity commands them to fpoil and kill, what avails
any counfel or exhortation to prote¢t and to fave?
Sigeck E1par a Prince and Enthufiaft of Petfia;
having,
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having made a Reform of the Mahometan Religion
there, declared it impoffible to be faved without
adhering to his fyftem: And upon fuch as are to be
damned in the next world, it is always deemed law-
ful, nay, neceffary and meritorious, to infli¢t penalties
and death in this.

Tuge Turkith Do&ors, on the contrary, differ-
ing from thofe of Perfia in fome important niceties,
hold it lawful for the true believers (that is, for
themfelves) to kill, deftroy and exterminate the
Perfians.  Thofe pious zealots even hope from
the goodnefs of God, that, at the day of judg-
ment he will gracioufly change thefe Heretics into
Affes, and doom them to carry the Jews, as the
moft contemptible of all Nations, a full trot into
Hell. For fuch cruel and unrelenting cenfures, cer-
tainly thefe found divines muft have enormous pro-
vocation, and the Perfians undoubtedly hold the
moft thocking opinions. They do fo: For, inftead
of wathing the naked feet all over, as the orthodox
Turks do, they fatisfy themfelves with-only {prinkling
the water lightly over them. Another of their
damnable Do(trines is, that they do not trim their
Muftaches, according to the pure doétrine and ufage
of -thefe their antagonifts, but cut their beards only
upon the chin. What is yet more horrible, they
hold it lawful to wear green about their feet, a co-
lour facred to the memory of MaHOMET ; and,
as a further demonftration of their obftinacy and
peftilent notions, they affert the lawfulnefs-of wear-
ing a red Turbant. 'What can be a more juft, what
a nobler ground for hatred and war between thefe
two Nations; war and hatred never to have an
end ? : ‘

IncrTeD by fuch worthy caufes as thefe, and
openly avowing them as the motives of anger and
hoftility, their refpective Princes have often con-
ducted vaft armies againft each other, wafted coun-

Vor. III. . | I ' tries,
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tries, facrificed millions. . An Emperor of Turkey
had it once in his head to have maffacred all the
Chriftians in his Dominions, though in feveral of
his Countries they were by far the greater part. But
this and all the Laws of mercy and policy are but
weak confiderations when oppofed to religious im-
pulfe, and the inftigation of Bigotry and Bigots.
MauoMET was to be humopred, he who was the
Apcftle of God, he who hated Infidels. Now who
would, who durft refufe to oblige God and M a-
noMeT? Nor was fuch reafoning peculiar to the
Mahometan Dervifes, the good men who cenduét
the Confciences of Mahometan Princes, The pro-
feffors of the beft Religion cannot reafon better,
whenever they allege Religion to juftify vielence.

- Se&. 1. How eafily a bigotted Prince is led
againft reafon and intereft : What ravages
he is apt to commit. . . '

OR fuch dreams and whimfies as thofe laft re-
cited, or for whimfies equally abfurd, equally
reproachful to men and focieties, haave Princes
been brought to confume their People and rifk their
States. The Emperor Justin1an, bent upon
a war againft the Vandals in Africa, was diffuaded
from it by his firft Minifter, the Captain of his
" guards, for folid reafons, but urged again to the
fame wild defign by the credit and foolith reafons of
a Bifthop, who it feems had in his {leep feen a vifion,
which encouraged the Emperor by all means to ex-
terminate thofe Heretics.  (They were Arians.)
‘Who could withftand fuch an argument? And was
not the expedition a wife one, worthy of a judi-
cious Prince and of the Public-weal? It was at leaft
worthy of him who advifed it, and he dreamed or
lied. meritorioufly for the truth, that isto fay, for his
* own opinion and animefity. In fanguinary, in wild
' A o - and
L]
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and deftruive counfels, none have ever exceeded,
few have ever equalled, thofe who profeffed to be.
the Minifters of mercy and peace.

Henry the fecond of France made a moit
fcandalous Peace with the Emperor, even to the
difmembring of his own Dominions, on purpofe to
tnake war upon his native Subje&s, and to cruth
and butcher the Hugonots, who gave him no pro-
vocation, but that of praying to "God in a manner
which they judged moft acceptable to God. This
the felfith Bigots who governed his Paffions and Coun-
fels, and difhonoured his Crown, reprefented as the
moft crying crime, and this crime he punifhed with
the moft glaring rigour. It was a fine purfuit in
which thefe feducers had engaged a Prince, in him-
felf truly magnanimous, that of cutting the Throats
of his People. One of his Succeffors, a greataimer
at Glory, with all his mighty ambition was cramped
by the little {pirit of a Bigot. He who aimed at
univerfal Monarchy, was himfelf fubje¢t to the Em-
pire of Bigots, and his Bigotry made his country
groan, made him an enemy to great part of his
SleJeCts, the fobereft and moft induftrious of them
all, and produced oppreflions and defolation utterly
repugnant to the glory which he thirfted after with-
out meafure, and claimed without a title.

T 1 £ expulfion of the Moors from Spain, effected
by the devices and inftigations of reftlefs and.mif-
chievous Monks, working upon the Bigotry of the
King, and continually alarming his Confcxence swith
the anger and denunciations of Heaven for his flow-
nefs and want of-zeal, is another fad inftance of the
baneful nature of this fort of fpirit, when found in
a-Prince, or in thofe who govern him. Inall places
where it prevails, how different foever they be, and
upon all occafions, how contradictory foever they
prove, whatever it propofes or purfues, is ftill the caufe

i of God: And who that once believes this, will, by

Iz ' oppoﬁn g
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oppofing it, venture to fight againft God ? There
atterwards no room, nor perhaps fafety, to mention
public good or public peace, or any temporal con-
fideration whatever. For what are thefe in com-
parifon 7 What fignified the numbers and induftry
of the Moors, as long as they were Infidels.? Where
the harm of difpeopling and impoverifhing Spain,
when, with fo fmall a lofs, fo great, fo pious a
point was gained, that of quieting the King’s Con-
fcience and making the Monks eafy # No matter
what became of the Bees {o the Drones were fafe,
and the Bigot was appeafed.

Se&. L. A4 bigotted Prince kow fubject to
be drawn into Guilt and Folly—— The dic-
tates of Bigotry how oppofite to thefe of
true Religion.

\ N'Y folly, any chimera or punctilio, let it be
as abfurd, as mean and trifling as it will,
when once it is pronounc:d facred, grows inftantly
momentous, and equal, nay, fuperior, to all things.
Whether 1t be a piece of earth, or piece of building,
or a coat, or a cap, or a day, or an uncouth word 3
it is more important than the .tranquillity of the
world and all the rights of men, and for it all men
are to be oppreffed, or worried, or flaughtered.
Nay, the higheft and moft diffufive mifchief which
a Prince can do, fhall be made his higheft merit ;
-and public devaftation or a general miaffacre fhall
be recommended as a fure and pious atonement for
his private vices-and enormities. ’
. .H e~ r v the third of France was very debauched,
very devout, a notorious Bigot, a nototious Op-
preffor.. But by acts of penance all his alts of
+ nmpiety were cancelled, his confcierice calmed, and
he free to begin a new fcore of iniquity. This was
the repeated round of his life. Amongft the atone-
1 ments
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ments exacted from him by the mercilefs Hypocrites
whofe property and inftrument he was, the perfe-
cution of the Proteftants was always one: The reft
confifted in profufe bounties and donations to the
Monks. So that the blood and {poil of his poor
Subjeéts payed for all. He, moreover, rendered him-
felt contemptible by defcending to ftrange and ridi-
culous mortifications, and to all the toohfh mum-
mery of Friars, fo much below a King or a Man,

but fo much conducmg to the holy purpofes of his
ghoftly Guides, who thus bewitched him and held
him faft to their fraternity.

WauiLstT the late Pope, a well-meaning man,
but a wretched Bigot, inftead of attending to the
Adminiftration of his Principality, was beﬁowing
all his thoughts and time in vifiting Churches and
Images, in confecrating Chappels and Altars, and
the Eke pious and unprofitable fooleries, corruption
and injuftice prevailed in his Court, oppreffion and
mifery amongft his People.  With the beft inten-
tions that could be, his reign was defpicable and
grievous. What Purrip pE ComiNEs fays,
that a ftupid Prince is the heavieft curfe that God can
fend upon a People, is equally true of a bigotted
one ; for Bigotry is religious ftupidity, pious crazi-
nefs 3 and as folly, whether natural or fpiritual, is
of it felf blind and always requires guiding, the
" Bigot as well as the Blockhead will be for ever a
flave to Pedagogues and Seducers,

CarpINAL RrcHLIEU, amongft the other
implements of his Sovereignty over his Mafter the
Monarch, was always provided with fome able Di-
vines to explain away confcientious Scruples, the im-
preflions of Morality, and the precepts of the Go-
fpel, whenever the fame thwarted his Paffions and
Politics. Nay, the whole Affembly of the Clergy
of France always proved his complaifant Cafuifts
upon occafion, and acccimmodated their Theology

3 to
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to the drift of the firft Minifter. When he was
engaging thefe his Sycophants to declare the marriage
of the Duke of ORLEANS to be null, becaufe he
did not like it (and a better reafon the Bible it felf
could not have furnithed for illuminating thefe ve-
nerable Guides) the Queen Mother wrote to the
Pope, to forbid the Clergy from meddling with
that marriage: ‘¢ For, fhe faid, it was publicly
‘¢ notorious, that the Bifhops were all Courtiers,
¢ and would fay whatever the King or Minifter
¢¢ ‘would have them, and even contradi¢t what they
¢ then declared, thould a future Minifter bid them.”
By the like management he brought the King, who,
like a good Catholic, abhorred Heretics, to protect
and affift Heretics, as he did the Proteftants in
Germany, yet at the fame time to crufh and op-
prefs his own Subjets, becaufe they were Heretics,
though by the Law and his Duty he owed them pro-
tection,

To believe in God, to truft in him, and to
adore him, is the Duty of a Prince and of all men.
But, for the love of God to hurt and diftrefs men,
is amazing wickednefs and phrenzy. Confcience
is the moft facred property, and has as juft a right
to protection from the Sovereign as have the lives
-and fortunes of his Subjects. If difference in Reli-
gion caufe difputes amongft his People, fo does dif-
ference about civil Property 3 and in religious con-
troverfies amongft them, it is his duty to hold as
even ahand as in litigations about money and land,
In one cafe as well as the other, he is to leave them
to Law, and Reafon, and Argument, and to pre-
vent their deciding religious opinions, any more than
civil fuits, by force and violence,

Sech,
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Sc&. 1V.~ Further inflances of the geeat mif-
chiefs occafioned by Bigotry of Princes.

HENCE proceeded the Croifades, thofe

¥ mad expeditions -fo often undertaken by
Chriftian Princes to recover Judea out of the hands
of the Saracens, but from the Bigotry of Princes
and People infpired and managed by the Pope and
the Clergy ? For this, Europe was drained of her
beft Men and Treafures, and her ftrength wafted
in the Eaft, for no reafons of State or fecurity, but
only for the fake of the Rock where our Saviour’s -
Body had lain for fome hours. Neither he nor his
Apoftles had declared, that he had endowed this
Rock with any fanfity or virtue, any more than
any other ftone or earth upon which he had chanced
to tread. But the cheating Priefts, they who always
Taid the firft foundations of their Empire in delufion,
by their noife, impudence and forgeries raifed fuch
frantic zeal in the minds of men, as produced great
armies, efforts, and flaughter for the recovery of a
bit of ground juft like other ground. It was ap-
parent that neither God, nor Chrift, nor the blefled
Spirit concerned themfelves about it, elfe they would
have guarded it from the hands of Infidels. So far
otherwife, that never did any warlike expeditions
more miferably mifcarry, never was fo much valour
and ftrength fo ufelefly thrown away. Indeed, the
whole ended in misfortunes and difappointments, nor
produced aught fave the deftruction of Chriftian
blood and wealth abroad, mifrule, weaknefs and .
poverty at home, and the eftablithment of Eccle-
fiaftical Tyranny in Chriftendom. Yet, though it
was manifeft that God bleffed not thefe extravagant
rambles, which were likewife repugnant to all good
policy amongft men, the folemn cheats who de-
ceived in his name, who would always be knowing his
14 will
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will in fpite of himfelf, and who valued not the in-
tereft of men, failed not to preach up more, when all
the former had ended ini nothing but infamy and rui.
They cared not what became of the world fo they
could govern it, and with all their might, and frauds,
and impudence, again and again excited Chriften-
dom to deftroy itfelf to humour them. '
WauaT will not deluders dare, what will not
the deluded fuffer, when delufion reigns and reafon
is fubdued ? When men have loft the ufe of their
fenfes, they are not likely to be very circumfpect
about their perfons and fortunes; nor will fuch as
rob them of their underftanding, fpare their lives
or property ; and they who belied God made no
fcruple of abufing men. Still more Croifades were
* preached up and undertaken. To carry them on
men facrified their perfons and eftates, married wo-
men their jewels and rich apparel, maidens their
portions, widows their dowries ; he who had no
property gave his life, and fuch as were too feeble
to travel and fight, hired others in their room,
Under fuch phrenzy the Impoftors had brought them
by an affurance of pardon for all their fins, by an
offer of the inheritance of the Saints to all who had
the grace to act like madmen, and perifh like fools.
Paradife and Salvation, of which thefe Jugglers af-
fumed to be the difpofers, coft them nothing, and
thefe they were always ready to traffic away for any
fubftantial advantage and gratification prefent., - Thus
they abufed the Laity with words and hopes, a fort
of payment which they themfelves would never ac-
cept: Nor, in truth, was ever any fett of men fo
addicted as they to fecure all their rewards and eftab-
lithments in this life, whilft, to difguife their defigns,
they were all the while difcourfing pioufly of another.
They preached up the contempt of the world
to others, and ftill humbly accepted to themfelves
whatever they had induced others to renonuce,  Nay,
tQ
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to engrofs all, feemed to be the only drift of fuch
preachments. '

A L1 this was glaring and notorious to common
fenfe : But the Monks had vanquifhed and banithed
all common fenfe by the dint of ghoftly fears: And
to combat any underftanding that was ftill ftubborn
and unbewitched, they were furnithed with other
weapons, with dungeons, ropes and faggots. Every
onc who dared to contradi¢t the Monks, though in
defence of the veracity and honour of God, and for
_ the welfare of human-kind, was an Atheift, at beft a
Heretic, fit to be configned to Satan and deftroyed
by men. So far had thefe enemies to the world
gaiped the dominion of it with its property, and
fuch credit had the mockers of God obtained by -
boldly abufing his name and word! What could be,
more ruinous, and had proved to be, than thefe
Croifades? Yet with what vehemence did the Clergy
promote them, and how faft and b'indly did Kings'
and People run to deftrution and thame at the cry
and inftigation of thé Clergy, who had the craft and.
addrefs to throw all their works of zeal, all or the
principal hazard and expence, upon the heads and
pockets of others, and of making the Laity their
dupes, property and drudges? Pere DanrtkEs,
the Jefuit, in his late Hiftory of France, is forced
to own, that the Clergy there, after they had preached
up a Croifade with mighty eloquence and zeal, grum-
bled bitterly when they themfelves bzcame taxed to
carry it on. So rare, fays he, it is to find any zeal
that is perfectly difinterefted! This is a very mercie
ful reflection. The truth is, that their zeal was
nothing but intereft, or, at beft, frenzy.

" THE Story of Saint BEr~ 4 RD is remarkable.
He was engaged by thz Pope to exert his credit and’
eloquence in raifing a Croifade. The warm Monk
undertook it zealoufly, and laboured in it with ardour,
Even miracles were faid to have been wrought in

- favour
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favour of his endeavours. He alledged a divine
call, and authority divine for that expedition, and
prophefied certain fuccefs to the Chriftiane, certain
deftruttion to the Turks. Upon fuch affurances
from Heaven, uttered by one of its Embaffadors,
who founded the Lord’s trumpet to war, all men
ran to enlift themfelves, and whole Cities and Vil-
lages were left defart. A mighty army pafled into
Afia, moft of that mighty army perithed: The
whole expedition was fatal, and God’s Providence
gave the lye notorioufly to the promifes of his Em-
baffador, who yet kept himfelf in countenance by a
pitiful fubterfuge 5 ¢ That thefe forces mifcarried

¢ for their fins.” Why did he not forefee thefe
" fins, he who pretended to divine light and prophecy ?
#e had boldly promifed fuccefs without exception or
referve ; and the excufe which he made will equally
ferve any quack-prophet that ever appeared or ever
can appear in the world.

" Besip ks the lofs of men, which was often fuch
as left the countries that furnithed them little elfe
tut Widows and Orphans; (for the Monks who
remained in fafety at home, were to be accounted,
not members, but moths of human Society) befides
‘the wafte of Treafure, then very {carce in Chriften-
dom ;.the Adminiftration of Government was every
where neglected or abufed in the abfence of the
‘Governors, men, who can never fail of finding
bufinefs enough at home, if they will confcientioufly
perform it. Kings too were fometimes taken pri-
foners, and for ranfoming them, almoft all the money
which remained in their poor Countries, always made
- poor by thefe pernicious enterprizes, muft be amaffed
and carried away to enrich their enemies.

* 'WEe now fee clearly the folly and mifchief of
thefe wild adventures 3 we difcern (in this inftance at
leaft) the danger of credulity, the peftilent influence
of delufion, They who were under it perceived it

o ' not,
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not, and we wonder at their blindnefs. Succeeding
generations will perhaps be finding caufe, though
I hope not equal caufe, of wondering at us, though.
they too may have their follies, but perchance not-
the fame follies. ‘

DISCOURSE VIL
| Of Minifters.

Se&. 1. The choice of Minifters how mucih
it imports Prince and People. Of what
Jad confequence to both, when bad. The
bad only ferve themfelves, not their Mafter.

RINCES cannot do all themfelves, and muft
P therefore appoint fuch as they can truft to a&k
for them and in their name, men who are to
apprize them of what is proper for them to know,
to advife them what is fit for them to do. Thefe
are their Minifters and Counfellors, and upon the
rafh or prudent choice of thefe,. the credit and eafey
or dithonour and danger of a Prince, as well as the
fafety, or ill ufage of his People largely depends.
As wife Princes chufe fuch as are like themfelves,

{o do Princes who are weak or vicious. NErro’s
 Favourite was TrceLLiNUS, Queen ELiz A=
BETH had a2 WavrsingHAM, TrAJaAN a
Prinv, HenRry the fourth of Francea Duke de
SvrLry.

In a free Country, a Prince has a great advan--
tage and affiftance in chufing his Minifters, for. if
his intentions be righteous, if he mean to maintain-
the Conftitution of the Laws, he will of courfe ap-
point men of name and ability : And this he may
do withoyt much ability of his own: He need cmlzlr

’ ‘ atten

o
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attend to the unbiaffed humour and opinion of the
Reprefentatives of the People, and he cannot fail of
being furnithed with the ableft men. Whenever
you want to chufe, you are, by the general confent,
directed to the perfon worthy to be chofen, faid
Gavsa toPrso. Not unlike this is the obferva-
tionof HeLvipivs Priscus, when an Em-
bafly of Senators were about to be fent to VEsp a-
staN. Heivipius propofed, that they thould
be nominated by the Magiftrates ; for that by the
judgment of the Senate thus manifefted, the Prince
would be, as it were, advifed and warned, whom to
fearand thun, whom to countenance and approve. He
adds, that no greater fupport was there of a righteous
reign, than righteous Minifters about the perfon
reigning. If indeed a Prince aim at overturning
the Conftitution and fetting his Power above the
Law, he will find out tools proper for the wicked
work, creatures of mere will, of defperate fortunes
or defigns, dreaded or contemned, felfith, enter-
prizing, or fool-hardy, fuch as will humour. him,
fuch as muft depend upon him. But a Prince who
ftudies publick good, will like men who are public-
fpirited.”  Such as are known to love their Country
and its Laws, cari never be unacceptable to one who
has no views but to preferve both,

- WHiLsT NERrRO was guided by the ‘counfels
of Sexrca and Burrus, great *hopes were
conceived of his Government, becaufe they were
known to be worthy and able men. The Plan
of his Reign conceived by them, and by him ex-
hibited in his firft fpeech to the Senate, was very juft
and fine, ¢ He claimed not the judgment and
¢ decifion of affairs, nor would allow the fhut-
“¢ ting up thofe who were accufed in the fame houfe
“¢ with their accufers, and by it fuftain the impo-
‘¢ tent Tyranny of a few. Nothing fhould be fale-
¢¢ able within his walls, nor any accefs there to the
S ¢ crooked

[
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¢ crooked plots and attempts of ambition. Between
¢ his Family and the Republick a juft diftinétion
<t fhould be maintained. The Senate fhould up-
¢¢ hold her ancient jurifdi¢tion. Italy and all thofe
¢ nrovinces, which depended by allotment upon the
%eople, fhould apply only to the Tribunal of the
<< Confuls, and by them procure accefs to the Fathers,
«¢ To himfelf he referved, what was efpecially com-
<t mitted to his truft, the direction of the Armies.”
T'a c1T us adds, that thefe declarations of his wanted
not fincerity, and by the Senate many regulations
were made, agreeable to their own good liking.
For fome years his Government continued very good,
at leaft very plaufible, and, as far as they conducted
it, was unexceptionable, nay, reckoned a pattern
to the beft Princes, as the reft of it cannot be ex-
ceeded by the worft. _
- Burt when Burrus and SEnEc A were dead,
or their credit with N Er o decayed, it was eafily
forefeen at what he aimed, and that he would break
out into all the outrages of a Tyrant, efpecially
when it was feen who held the chief {fway about
him. SExEcaand Bur rus were therefore forely
lamented, the more for that TrceLLiINUS fuc-
ceeded. As he had thewn himfelf unworthy of fuch
a Miniftry, he now found a Minifter worthy of fuch
a Prince, who promoted him only for his infamy
and vilenefs. And as they had taken all care to
form him to virtue and good government, it was
the bufinefs. and purfuit of his préfent director to
draw him headlong into a courfe of abominations
and cruelty. ~Infinite enormities he caufed him to
commit 3 many he committed of his own head, un-
known to his Mafter. They were well matched,
or rather very ill: Nero promoted him becaufe
he was a polluted and mifchievous man ; and he im-
proved N & R0 into a moft peftilent Tyrant, fuch a
Tyrant as committed a power of tyrannizing even

to
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to his manumifed flaves. Herivs was one of
them, and to his governance and difpofal the Em-
peror furrendered the people of Rome and thofe of
all Italy, with a fway fo abfolute and dreadful, that,
without once confultirig his Mafter, he*fentenced Ro-
inan Knights, nay, Senators, to what punithments or
penaltics he lifted, fome to exile, fome to death,
many to confifcations. By the breath of this arbitrary
and potentSlave capital doom was pronounced againit
one of the moft Huftrious Grandees of Rome, SuL-
riTivs CAMERINUS, as alfo againft his fon;
and both were doomed to die, for no fort of crime,
or other reafon, fave that they ufed the additional
name of PyTHicus, a name derived to them
from their anceftors. The juft Judge charged this
as impiety againft the Emperor, who had acquired
that title by his vitories in the Pythian Games, If
the Freedman were thus mighty, what muft be the
Erft Minifter, and one in fuch high favour ? ‘
~Trerrrinvus at laft alted as became fuch
a Minifter to fuch a Prince, proved a Traitor to
his mafter, whom he had made a traitor to his
truft, brought all meén- fo abhor him, then deferted
him. - What other ‘could be expected from him?
Wis it likely that he who was a villain to almoft all
the world, could be faithful to any man in it? It
was but natural that 2 'man who had aed fo many
villainies for' him, or in his name, fhould a& one
againft him, and fave his.own life 4t the expence of
his Mafter’s.  Purtly for his own (ake, ciily directed
to his own ends, had beenall the efforts of his Miniftry,
and what N £ xo vainly thought to be the effets of
duty and fidelity, refalted from treachery and felfith
views. He meant nbthing but the gratification of
his own brutal fpirit, and the aggrandizing of him-
{elf, purpofes wEich could not be accomplifhed but
by the favour-and authority of Nero. FHe there-
fore’ did not ferve Nero 3 he only humoured and
deceived
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deceived him, as does every Minifter every Prince
when he encourages him in evil courfes, or purfues
them in his name. -

Se&. 1. A fure rule for a Prince to know
when he is advifed faithfully. The duty
of a Minifter to warn Princes with free-
dom. The intereft of Princes to hear #
Minifter patiently. Few will tell them
truth, whentelling it is offenfive. A wife
Prince will encourage 1t.

ERE therefore is a rule for a Prince to judge

of the fidelity of his Minifters, by confidering

whether their counfel be good or evil : If it be unjuft;
or cruel, or unpopular, though it may be pleafing,
it is certainly faithlefs. No Prince is advifed well,
who is not advifed honeftly, and whofoever ferves
him wickedly, ferves him falfly ; fince no fervice is
due to him, none ought to be done for him, and
none will profit him, but what is righteous and ho-
nourable.  All <he actions of a Prince, all his pur-
fuits thould tend to glory and popularity, and from
juft aétions alone all genuine glory arifes. AcEests
L aus King of Sparta faid well, when the neceflity
was urged of complying with the Great King, a title
always given to the Monarch of Perfia, ¢ The Great
¢ King is not greater than I, unlefs he be jufter.”
PruTarcH, who mentiohs this, adds, that he
thus fettled the true, the Royal Standard of Greatnefs,
which is to be eftimated by Juftice, not by Force,
‘What glory can follow wickednefs in dny fhape,
however difguifed by art, or new named by flattery ?
F r oM the Governors of men nothing fhould be
found but what is for the good of men; when that
good is not purfued, but evil felt inftead of good,
the Governors are deemed infamous, becaufe by
them Government is perverted. When the fword

. ' given
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given for prote&ibn,- is turned upon the givers, andy
inftead of protecting, flays, he who weilds it will be
accounted unworthy to hold it. ‘This is what all
wife Princes know, what fuch as know it not fhould
be told, and what honeft Minifters will always tell.
What elfe is the ufe of Counfel and of Counfellors ?
It is betraying a Prince to fuffer him to do evil un-
warned 3 how much worfe to lead him into it?
He will certainly fuffer for it at laft. Danger na-
‘turally accompanies wicked actions, efpecxally wick-
ed altions that affe¢t the State. One danger furely
attends fuch actions, the danger of infamy, of all
others the greateft, fuch as a Prince ought to dread
more than death. Now what is due to men who
train and footh a Prince into the worft, the moft
fhocking doom that can befall him, that of being
odious to the prefent and all fucceeding generations ?
For the intamy of Princes is ever as immortal as their
glory, perhaps more, as men are apter to reproach
than to praife. Thus N E R o is oftener mentioned

than Titus, Caricurathan TrAajaN.
Hewnce it imports a Prince to be patient of
counfel, to court information, and prize men who
tell him truth, to hate flatterers who always conceal
or difguife it, and to fubmit his own opinion and
purfuits to be examined, canvafled, and even con-
tradi¢ted.  If he be peevxfh and imperious, wedded
to his own fennments, hate free fpeech, and dif-
e«ourage fuch as ufe it, he muft expect, that his
fervants will utterly neglect their duty, when it is
thus dangerous or fruitlef§ to do it.  When it be-
comes fater to deceive him than to counfel him,
few or none will be apt to counfel him, many will
be ready to deceive him: all his meafures will be
extolled, the worft perhaps moft of all, becaufe they
~want it moft, and he may be fondeft of the foolifh-
eft. Many Teafons will be found to fupport that
.which is moft againft reafon, and he may go on
. with
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with great eafe, becaufe free from contradiction,
boldly, becaufe blindly, and mest ruin with applaufe.
Perhaps he will feel the blow before he “knows it
to be coming, and, juft at the approach of\death,
learn that he has a difeafe. Too many are apt to
flatter wantonly, but almoft all men will flatter when
they are forced to it. Few men in the world will
venture a Prince’s difpleafure, fewer their employ-
ments, and fcarce any their lives, to tell him un-
courtly truths. When NEro had thrown off all
fhame and reftraints, was already debafing his dig-
nity in the face of the world, and engaged in harp-
ing and in finging-matches upon the public Stage,
it was no longer poffible or fafe to admonifth him
of the ruinous courfe which he followed. So that
what his worft fycophants encouraged, his beft
friends feemed to approve. Even Bur rus joined
in applauding him whilft his heart ached for him.
He proceeded in his fcandalous purfuits with fuch
ardour as to deftroy whomever he found to diflike
them, hoping for applaufe from all men, not for
Reigning but for Affing: The Theatre was his
fcene of glory, and in tieatrical diverfions he was
engaged when he received news of the confpiracy
formed to deprive him of empire and life. He was
undone before any one was found bold enough to
tell him, that he was undoing himfelf.
Excegping fingular and hardly ever to be
expected 1s fuch refolute honefty as an Emiperor of
China once found in his Mandarins. He had given,
himfelf over to a&s of Tyranny, and was proceed-
ing in them. His Minifters modeftly but truly re-
prefented to him the enormity and evil tendency of
hisconduét. He immediately caufed thefe Minifters
to be executed: Others made the fame reprefen-
tations, and had the fame fate. In the next the-
like ftiffnefs and integricy was ftill found, and againft
them too the like bloody fentence pronounced. Yet
Vor. IIL K more
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more remained to bear a teftimony equally virtuous,
and daring. By this their perfeverance, fo:fleddy.
and undaunted, his ftubbornnefs was: oyergome, - he.
relented, and, yielding to conviction, changed his
courfe of reigning. ., o :
"VirTue fo difintereftedy fo beroic, is feldom
feen. In the beginning of the civil wars in France,
during the minority of the late King, when all things-
were running into confufion, a prefent r¢medy want-.
ed, and.a Council called to find one, out of feven,
or eight Counfellors who compofed it, not one was
found who fpoke as he thought, for fear of offending
the Queen Regent 5 infomuch that, as the-fure way
to pleafe her, all ftudied to deceive her. . Fear is,
not wont to fpeak truth, 'When perfect fincerity is.
expected, perfect freedom muft be allowed 5 nor has.
one who is apt to be angry when he hears truth,
any caife to wonder that he does not hear it. A
Prince of temper and fenfe, one who has patience to
hear, and. capacity to diftinguith, need feldom be,
deccived. Queen ErizaseTe, TrRAaAjaN,and
Hen ry the fourth of France not only encouraged-
freedom in their Minifters, and took advice in.
Council, but abroad and from all men. -
D: Roswnr, the great Confident of HENR ¥
the fourth, ufed to treat him with fo ‘much plain-’
nefs, nay, fometimes with fiich roughnefs, as none.
but a very wife King, who knew his value, and’
the ufe of plain fpeaking, would have borne. A
foolith Prince (and fuch are always proudeft) would
have.. banifhed him for ever, perhaps done worfe,
That great Prince found caufe to confult others be-
fides his Minifters, when enquiring how to eafe his
People opprefled by the. Farmers of the Revenue,
he learnt that fome of his Privy Council were fo
mean to be Penfioners to thefe rapacious Farmers,
had fhare of their wicked gains, and thence fupport-
ed them in all their rapine and oppreflions, He
T difcovered
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difcovered too, . that all tricks and artifices were
ufed to keep him from knowing the ftate of his
Revenue, and the accounts perplexed on purpofe to
make it impoffible, at leaft extremely difficult and
tedious. ‘ ’

Sed. 1L Minifters to be narrowly obferved,
as well as heard. They, fometines combine
to nourifl corruption and blind the Princes
How nearly it concerns him that all about

~ him be uncorrupt.

ENRY the Great took the advice of his

Minifters, as alfo care not to be mifled by
their advice: When M1roN, Lieutenant-civil, and
Provoft of the Merchants, efpoufed the intereft of
the People whofe property in the rents of the Town-
houfe of Paris the Court was about to {eize, the
Courtiers prefled to have him doomed to fome ter-
rible punifhmént, as an Incendiary ; nay, as a
Blafphemer, becaufe in his remonftrances to'the King,
he uttered fome uncourtly truths, fuch as, though
they touched not the King, fell heavily upon-fome
of his Counfellors. This they called fijing in the
King’s face, and would have had him vindicate
their honour as his own 3 nay, their honour at the
price of his juftice. He was too worthy and wile
to hearken to them. ' «

A wisg Prince will profit as well by watching
his fervants, as by confulting them. Hrxry the
Great faw in how many channels they hod caufed
corruption to flow, nor could -he with all his vigour
and underftanding ftop all, nor even cleanfe the feats
of Juftice. Of old the order taken in that Kingdom
for fupplying the Tribunals worthily, was very’good,
by directing a Regifter to be kept of all the able
Advocates and Lawyers, Out of thefe; upon a

' : K. © vaeancy,
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vacancy, three were prefented to the King, for him
to chufe one. But the Courtiers had advifed the
King to flight all fuch reprefentations, as reftraints
upon Royalty, and to chufe one of his own mere
will and finding. Thus it fell into the hands of the
Courtiers to recommend, and they always recom-
mended him that gave moft. Hence bafe fellows
filled the Courts, ignorance poffeflfed and polluted
the facred feats of Juftice, and thefe fcandalous
- dealers, who had found money more regarded than
virtue and fufficiency, were feen to value Law and
Righteoufnefs lefs than Money. Of this venality
of places THv A N us juftly éomplains, in the dedi-
cation of his excellent Hiftory to that King. Yet
this evil, this eftablifhment of corruption has been
found fcarce capable of a cure even by fuch Princes

and Minifters as had the cure of it at heart.

INpeED all corruptions creep eafily in, butare
with great difficulty removed. In time they even
grow fafliionable, and then ne man is athamed of
being in the mode; f{o that the greateft infamy
upon earth ceafes to be infamous when grewn com-
mon, as every iniquity countenanced at Court will
" grow. When the fhame of being vicious is baw
* nithed, vice becomes eftablithed ; nay, virtue will
-then be thought fingularity and fournefs, and be
treated with coldnefs and contempt. So much i¢
imports 2 Country, fo much it imports 2 Prince
who values common honefty, his own reputation,
and the intereft of his Country, that all about him
have clean hands. It is mot enough that his Mini-
fters and great Officers be untainted and above the
~mean traffic of felling places: None that are near-
him, or approach his perfon fhould be fuffered to
“dabble in that vile commerce. The difgrace and
“the danger will at laft reach him, and when places
_are bafely filled, when honours are unworthily be-
ftowed, he will bear, at leaft, fhare of the blarrﬁ.
3 e
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He thould confider fuch infamous traders as Vulturs,
that prey upon the very vitals of Sovereignty, the
credit of the Sovereign, as creatures obfcene that
contaminate his Court, injure and provoke his Peo-
ple, alicnate their affections, and difhonour his reign.
When fuch venality prevails, it will certainly be
known, as certainly create difgufts, foon fpread to
general murmuring. Some will be provoked be-
caufe it immediately hurts them, others will refent
it as it affects the Public, and all will diflike it as
it is bafe. It may indeed happen that the man who
has favour for money, may deferve it without money,
and then it is hard upon him to pay for what he
merits : But generally fpeaking, the worft men rife
when money is the way of rifing. However that
be, the thing itfelf is difhonourable and unpopular :
and what hath a Prince more to fear than unpopu-
larity and difhonour ?

LT a Prince, the ableft Prince, take what care
he pleafes, he will ftill be in danger to be mifled, if
thofe in his confidence have an intereft to miflead
him. VEspasian, whoat firft intended no op-
preflion, was by evil counfel brought to commit
many. Queen Eri1zaseru confeffed to her
Parliament with regret, that fhe had been over-
reached, her power abufed, and enormities com-
mitted ynder her name. EpwaRrp the third fuf-
fered his reign, one of the moft glorious that hiftory
can thew, to be ftained by the Miniftry of a Mif-
trefs, a rapacious Woman, who had a thameful
fway over him and his affairs. The Prerogative,
which in the hands of a good Prince is a rod of
Gold, when exerted by evil inftruments under him,
becomes a rod of Iron 5 as I have feen it fomewhere
obferved,

Kz | 5elk,
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Set. IV, W'/wzt jélﬁ]x’: ‘ends the Counfellors.
of Princes fometimes purfue, yet pretend
public. good.  They gratify private paffion
to the ruin of. the State.” What a re-
proach to a Prince the corrupi:an of his
Serwmr.f o

ENRY the Great, after gaining the Battle
of Ivry, might, according to the general opi-
niion, have had the City of Paris furrendered to him,
‘had he immediately advanced thither. That he did
‘not, was afcribed to the artifices of his Minifters
agreeing to diffvade him from it upon different
motives of their own. The Marfhal de B1 r o N was
thought to dread Peace, . for that by it his own great
importance would have heen loft or leffened.  Mon-
fieur. D’ O, Superintendent of the Finances, was be-
lieved to aim at the facking of Paris, that thence
the King’s treafures might be filled, and his debts
cancelled.  Others imagined that the Hugonot Mi-
nifters retarded him, from a jealoufy -of .an accom-
modation with the Catholics of Paris about matters
of Religion. . The feveral conjectures are reafonable,
that, partlcularly, concerning the Marfhal deBrrow,
Who was fo fond of continuing the war, that: he
would not fuffer his fon to felzc the. General of the
Beague, when he propofed it and had it in his’
power. ¢ How, fays.the ‘Marfhal, wouldft thou
¢ fend us back to plant cabbages at'Biron ?”’

T 1 5 Marquis de Lovvoxs, Minifter:to the late
French King, acted from' the fame principle, and
by it influenced his Mafter. He wasieternally con-
triving to keep the King and his Kingdom. invelved
In wars, becaufe he himfelf was Secretary at War,
and during war found that he was of mof} confidera-
don. As further prapfs of the power and preva-

lence
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fence of private fpirit in public concerns, in the mino-
rity of that King, the Dutchefs de LonGuEeviLLE
inftigated the “civil war® with' all her might, purely
to avoid living with her Hufband the Duke, whom
the had provoked with her'condu&t. The Duke
de Nemou rs did what he could to promote it, on
‘purpofe to feparate the Prince of Conp & from the
Dutchefs of CHATILLON, a Lady whom they both
loved. * The Queen Regent ftudied not to prevent
a civil war, .fince it might bring back her dear
fugitive Cardinal. .- KaTueriNe pe MepicIs
‘was continually ftirring up commotions, confpiracies,
and even ciyil wars, even againft her own fon
Hew~ 'Y the third, with defign to fecure power to
therfelf. 'She fyceeeded too well : She exhaufted that
‘noble Country, opprefled the Subjects, deftroyed
Liberty and Laws, to promote defolation, licentiouf-
nefs and. the confuming {word. Was this Wretch,
‘this Peft of Socjety, the Parent of her Country ? As
‘the moft comprehenfive calamity that could befall
a Nation, fhe kept it always divided, always en-
‘gaged in war and blcod. "When the People, wea-
ried and weakened with long ftrifé and flaughter,
“had procured peace and a breathing-time, the never
ceafed her wicked miachinations, until the had broke
it again, and, in fpight of Treaties and public mi-
fery, fet their blood a running. Moreover, to drive
-all virtue out of a country, from which fhe had
already driven all fecurity and concord, fhe ¢arefully
:“promoted all forts of debauchery, and amidft the
pangs and calamities of the State, encauraged every
excefs of voluptuoufnefs and revelling.  Nay, to
‘gain and’ corrupt the Grandees with the faireft and
moft bewitching baits, fhe kept her Court replenifh-
"ed with fair Ladies well trained and fit to cajole
Milecontents, and to foften Heroes. Thofe whom
‘nothing “elfe could influence, this' did. By what
name can we call thefe politics, * this trade of hers?

K4 Many -
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Mawxy public defigns, however admired and
interefting, are facrificed to private ends and per-
fanal piques. The Dukede MayenNE, that zealous
Catholic, General of the League, the mortal enemy
to Herefy and HenRr v the fourth, poftponed all
his zeal for Religion, all regard for the League, all
his hate of Heretics, to the fole fear that his nephew
the Duke of Guise would be declared King and fet
above him. Upon this apprehenfion he made a truce
with HE N R v the fourth.

It is happy for Princes when their intereft and
that of their Minifters are the fame ; happy for the
Public when both combine to promete the common
good. But when fuch as condu¢t the Adminiftration
are drawn away by low purfuits and gains of their
own, the Prince’s reputation will be blotted, the
public intereft at beft negletted, often marred or
ruined. There are inftances where a general war
‘has been rifked, rather than a few Courtiers would
part with fome private bribes and gettings, even
from fcandalous Villains and Banditti.

Tue Ulcoques, who were a neft of fugitives
fettled at Segna upon the Frontiers of Hungary, and
there protected by the Houfe of Auftria, as a band
of defperate fellows proper -to repulfe the encroach-
ments and infults of the bordering Turks, became
themfelves Freebooters upon all Nations, and thence
caufed univerfal complaints from the neighbourin
© States, efpecially from that of Venice ; and repea
applications were made to the Impeyial Court far
redrefs. This courfe of ra({ﬁne, and confequently
thefe complaints and expoftulations, went on for
many years. The Ufcoques ftill robbed, the foreign
Minifters ftill complained, no effe@tual redrefs was
obtained, and therefore a War was threatened, Be-
hold the' true reafon of all this, When the Mer-
chants and Trraders, defpoiled by this band of Thieves,
went to the Imperial Court to reprefent their loffes,

, ' : and



and to beg relief, the their Jewels and Bro-
cades upon the Wives of the Imperia} Minifters,

T u1s was a hopeful confederacy and commerce
between great Minifters of State and a Den of Rob- -
bers. It was thus they were protected in robbing :
They, indeed, paid fo high for this prote¢tion, that
though they had made infinite fpoil, and acquired
great wealth, they were ftill beggars,, for they were
fuffered to keep none. One old Ufcoque had in his
time acquired by plunder to the value of eighty thou-
fand Crowns, yet perithed for want. The Robbers
at Court feem to have been the more rigorous fort
of the two, for they left nothing : Surely they were-
the moft infamous.

WH AT afcandal upon the Imperial Court, to
be thus bribed by a neft of Rogues and Qutlaws, to
fuffer fuch depredations upoen the innocent, to hawe
fuch vile fpirits at the helm of the State, and, for
the fordid lucre of particulars, to venture a war in
Europe. Much more honourable were the grounds
which engaged ALon~so the ninth, King of Leon,
in a war againft another Prince, his kinfman, for
that the latter owed him ten thoufand Maravedis,
about feven pounds ten fhillings of our money.
Upon the payment of that fum Don ALoxso
promifed to make peace.

I TriNK it is boafted of the Auftrian Family,
as a proof of their innate generofity and clemency,

~that in the fpace of three hundred years, they never
punifhed any of their Minifters, their worft Mini.
fters, with death or confifcation. So fafe were thofe
who maintained this honourable alliance with- the
Ufcoques. This character of that Auguft Houfe,
reminds me of what was faid of CHAR1ILAUS, @
King of Sparta, remarkable for extreme gentlenefs,
*¢ that he was {o gracious as to be very good to the
¢ very worft of men,” ~ :
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Sect. V Una’er a Trmce fué;eﬂ 20 be blind-
/i managed a change of Minifters rarely
. mmds the Adminiftration. ~ He often hates
- his Minifters, yet fiill employs them. Mi-
“ mifters moff in danger fw/oere tloe ‘Prmct

ba: moft Power. - ‘ :

T is a heavy. misfortune to a country, when 2
Prince is fubje@ to the managément and defigds
of whomfoever he happens to have about him ; for
- then the change of perfons rarely m‘endsthe conditioh
of his country or his own condition.  LEewis the
dourteenth was ‘weary of the imperious' hamour of
Madam px MonTESPAN, and apprized that
many of her demands were unreafonable and info-
Jent.; yet could refufe her nothing when face to face.
8o manageable was -that great Monarch by thofe
who had once got poffeflion of him, Minifters or
Miftreffes, that even Mademoifelle Fon 1 ANGE,
w ftupid idiot, but very handfome, domineered ever
him. - He generally hated his Minifters, and almoft
always feared them, 'wanted to get rid of ‘them, but
awas afraid to difcharge them. In order ‘to remove
FouqueT, Superintendent of the Finances, he ufed the
Jroft remote pretences, difguifed his i inténtions, made
feints, . took a long journey, drew an army together,
-and;made fuch mighty movements, as if fome great
war had been on foot.. Yet FouqueT wasatall
axmes in his power, . nor.does there appear any other
caufe for fo many precautions, and fuch a grand appa-
ratus,. but his. own extreme timidity and caufelefs
dear.: He could not abide Lovvoiss his firft Mi-
nifter,  who had long'managed him : The like aver-
fion h¢ bore to SeroNzLAY and La’ FtuiLLaDE,
two othet of his Minifters : ' Infomuch that when He
had taken Mons, he reckoned it amongft the other
. © felicities
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felicities of ‘the year, that he was relieved for ‘ever
from thefe three great Officers. - He had been weak- .
iy fubject to them, then as weakly afraid of them,
Had it not been for the King’s dread or hatred, or
that of fome f0pcr10r Favourite, it was thought

that Louvors might have hved to have been an
oldcr man.

Waart fignifies the change of Minifters, with-
out changing meafures ? What when they who fuc:
ceed are permittedto be as bad as their predeceffors?
et a Prince hate a Minifter ever fo much, or dread
him, or deftroy him 3 all this avails neither him nor
the State, if the Adminiftration be not mended,
‘Without this ‘any alteration or punithrient is folly
or mockery It is the grimace of Juftice, like rhat
in Turkey, where the Grand Seignior frequently cuts
off a wicked and’ rapauous Bathaw, bat never re-
turns any of his rapine. - He ought to corret or
prevent foul dealings, to dlfcountemnce fuch of his
fervants as commit them, and to protect and en-
courage fuch' as commit none againft all clamour
and malevolence ; ] for clamours and malevolence
‘there will be againtt Minifters the moft virtuods
and nreproachablc, as long as there are Minifters
or Men. .

MinisTERs are only fafe there, where the ftand-
ing, fence of impartial Laws will be able to protedt
“théir innocence, when in fpight of innocence the Peo-
ple think them’ guilty, and the Prince through pique
or policy would ptnifh them as fuch. The People
may be mifinformed,’ and often:are, and paffion may
mifguide the Prmce But the Laws are never
angry, at leaft with the gulltlefs, and 1udge not
‘but according ‘to truth and evidence. There,.. 4s
they cannot alt by the mére command of the Prmce,
o neither can they fuffer' by his mere will."
arbitrary countries the Prince ‘muft fometimes 'de-
ﬁroy good Minifters, becaufe it is known that he
- can 3
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gan; and to an mraﬁe,d populace ar foldiery he has

no room to plead his inability. His overgrown

wer is a curfe upon himfelf as well as upon his
ervants, and by having too much he has none, of
worfe than none, none to protect and fave, which
is the office of a Governor and a Father ; but only
to kill and deftroy, which is the work of an enemy
and an executioner. Such a power is-but the worlt
part of bondage, bondage to him, bondage to them,
to. be doomed to aét, not to chufe it, doomed tg
the moft terrible of all flavery, that of deftroying,
or being deftroyed. This has been often the fitu-
ation of the greateft Monarchs upon earth. It was
that of OTtwro. In OtHo, fays TacrTus,
authority fufficient was not found to prohibit afts of
yiolence ; it was hitherto only in his power to ordain
them to be dome. It was that of VITELLIVS,
To him, fays the fame Author, no power remained
cither to command or to forbid ; nor was he any
longer Emperor, but only the caufe of war. And
it was that of many of their fucceflors. In Turkey
it is common. Who can fecurely ferve fuch Princes?
They can put you to death if you do not obgy their
commands, however unjuft they be, and cannot
defend you when you do, nor fave you, however
innocent you are. '

Sc@. V1. Minifters trufted without controul,
fometimes. threatening and perillous to &
Prince. How faral this often to them-
Jelves, and to the State.

P\ VEN Princes of parts, and naturally jealous;

are fometimes fubject to a fondnefs for Favour--

“Jtes, even to folly and their own danger, apt to heap

fo much grandeur upon them as to have none left

_ for themfelves s and when nothing of Sovereignty

aemaigs but the namg, that teo will foon follo]w‘é ,
unle
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unlefs fome chance or ftratagem intérvene to fecurs
it, and redeem the whole. T1BERIUS, the darkeft
and moft fufpicious Prince upon earth, was yet open»
to Sejanus without referve, trufted him without
bounds. To this Idol every thing was made to bend,
all knees to bow, and many noble lives facrificed:
By his power and artifices he deftroyed moft of the
Imperial Family ; nay, effeled the. fame by the
co-operation of Ti1BERIUS, whofe paffions he
guided and enflamed, In all public-honours done
to TiBeEr1Us, SEJANUs was included, and
thared in them with the Emperor at the Emperor”s
defire, at Rome, in the Senate, over the Provinces.
In the City he had more Statues erected than the
Year has Days. Men every where fwore by the
Fortune of SEjaNus, with the fame folemnity as
by that of the Prince, nor was the name of the Prince
found oftener in the laft Wills of the Romans than
the name of SEjaNus. To him, in his abfence,
Embaffadors were fent with the fame form as to the
Prince, Embaffadors from the People of Rome,
Embaffadors from the Equeftrian Order ;  nay,
Embaffadors from the Roman Senate. - His birth-
day was celebrated publicly, by a decree of Senate,
as well as that of the Prince. For his health public
vows were paid every return of the new year, as
for the health of the Emperor.

WaarT elfe wasall this, but toinvet SEjanuUs
'with Sovereigpty, by paying him all the honours
due to a Sovereign? Though all difcerning men faw
the confequence, faw his purfuits, and whither they
tended, no man durft inform or warn the Emperor,
becaufe by it he muft have expofed his own life; fo
capricious was the Prince, fo powerful his Minion.
No wonder his intelligence was late, and that his
information and defpair came together, SEjanvus
fwayed the State at the head of the foldiery, who
were Mafters of the State, and had in their hands the

: - making
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making and unmakmo of Emperors 'So that .ng
fnore remained to be dohe to accoiniplith a revolu:
tion, but juft to ‘change namés, SEjanus for
“F18E R 1Us, the latkér long fince jniprifoned in an
Iffand, the former " alreddy gévermng the. Empire,
arid adored by the'Army.  Nothing'but the form
feemed” wanting, ‘and that t0o’ wias _concerted, and
the confpiracy fertled: ~T'1s £ =1 u's; atlaft, illumi-
patedy by wond¢rﬁﬁ wiles and dxﬁimulanon, and by
the bold managérient ahd lies of M a'cr 0, efcaped
thils -peril. Yet itiwas nine - mionths ere he could
accomplith the “fall of this mighty Traitor, whofé
doont proved s deftitiéive to the Roman State as
had: his-fourifhing Fortune.

-+ No Tyranny was ever more fign: al than that of
T1B®Rr1vs both in raifing that peftilent Favourite,
and in pulling him down. Whort{ocver S & JANUS
difliked; T 15 2R 1Us deftroyed, and by his favour
or frowns all -men profpered or’ perithed. The
Roman World feemed the Patrimony of Sejanus.
The Roman People were his vaffals; ‘the Grandecs
of "Rome his dependents or victims, the Army his
guards, the Emperor his fhadow. But whatever
mifchief he had done whilft helived, he did rather
atore'when dead.  As before, all who were obno-
xious to him, hid been murdered, or beggared, of
‘banifhed ; fo now all ‘who had cfponfed him, and
adhered to him, all who depended upon him, all
who had favoured his fortune, or were fufpected.to
‘have favoured ' it, were dooméd to the like inexo-
rable cruelty, to dunoeons, to Halters and the bloody
knife.. Nay; p'rogrcﬁive murders were too flow for
the inhuman rage of T1BER1US %~ Men, Womcn
ahd Children muft be butchered in the lump, lie dead
in heaps, and barbdrlﬂy be cxerc1fed on thexr carcaﬂ'es

. @ Non ]am per mtervalla a¢ {piramenta tempotunr, fed con-
tmuo et velat uno i€tu Rempnblicaw exhaufic.

‘Tu i"s:,,
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T ris general carnage is affectingly defcribed in,
¢he fixth Book of the Annals, ¢ His cruelty being;,
¢ but inflamed by inceffant executlons, all ; thofe
&, - kept in prifon under accufation. of any attachment
« to SEjanus, were by his command put to the
< flaughter. Expofed to the Sun lay the fad mo-
“ numents of the mighty butchery ;. thofe of. every,
¢ fex, of every age ; the illuftrious and the mean 3
¢¢ their carcafles Jcnommlouﬂy thrown, apart or on
“ heaps. , Neither .was it permitted to their fur-
¢¢ 'viving. frlends or kindred, to approach them, to:
“ bewail them, nor even any longer to behold them.
#¢ Round the dead: guards were placed who watched,
“ faces and marked the figns of forrow ; and as.the
¢ bodies putrified, faw them dragged to the Tyber,
¢ where they floated in the ftreamn, or were driven
‘ upon the banks, no man daring to burn them,
‘¢ none to touch'them.. The force of fear had cut
¢ "off the intercourfes of humamty and 1n propor-
¢¢ tion to the growth of T'yranny, every fymptom, -
¢ of commiferation was banithed.” It was in court
toT1BERIUS that moft men courted SEJANUS:
For this, T1ser1us deftroyed them, as he had
before thofe who did it not. If the crime was fo
great, the old Tyrant thould in juftice have deﬁroyed
himfelf as the greateft Criminal.

Sca. VI  The grem‘ mzfcﬁzef of exa!tmg
 Favourites beyond meafire, efpecially /uc/a
as cominand great Armies.

under SEVERUS, and much the like fate.

had enjoyed the fame poft, committed the.fame
oppreffions and excefles, and was put to death., for
having had the fame treafonable defigns.  No man’s
fortune cfcaped his claws, and by trick or violence -
he fhared in the eftates of all men: Many of the |
moft
2

NUCH the like fway had PLAUTIANU"S
e

PR
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moft confiderable he put to death. No Nation
efcaped his' extortions, no City was unpillaged.
The Prefents made to him were larger and more
frequent than thofe to the Emperor, and he could
boaft more Statues erected to him, in Rome, in other
Cities; by private men, by public focieties, and
even by the Senate. The Senators and Soldiers fwore
by his Fortune, and for him made folemn vows. -
He commanded the guards, governed all things, did
what he lifted. Indeed fo giddy and wanton his
boundlefs power had nmade him, that having invited
to his houfe an hundred Romans of good Families,
he caufed them all to be caftrated. Nor were they
boys only whom he thus abufed, but men grown,
fome of them married men ; and all for no other
caufe than to increafe the number of his daughter’s
"Ennuchs. Di1own Cassiusfays, that he had feen
fome of thefe men, fo fuddenly made Eunuchs,
Eunuchs who had children, wives and beards.- To
this daughter, whom he married ‘to the Emperor’s
fon, he gave a fortune large enough for the daugh-
ters of fifty Kings. '
ArL this power was too mighty to laft in the
fame fhape ; nor did it. He muft either ceafe his
greatnefs, to be greater, or perith. Rather than
do the firft, he ventured the laft in order to the
fecond. He artempted to cut off the Emperor, and
was himfelf cut off, Fortune faved SEVERUs, as
it had Tiser1us, and they kept their Diadem,
when they had nigh loft it. So near fometimes is
Treafon to a Throne, and fometimes afcends it.
PravTianus, in the midft of his hopes and
grandeur, he who was firft Minifter to the Emperor,
Father-in-law to the Emperor’s fon, and aiming
himfelf at the Empire, was executed like a common .
. malefaGor, by the command of his daughter’s huf-
band, and his body thrown into the ftreet. So
ftrangely are the views of the greateft men baﬁicf\!
. This



DiscoursEs #pon TACITUS. 145

This great match for his child, whence he hoped an
acceffion of credit and might, haftened his tragical
fall, and made it more tragical: * Wity him too ﬂll
his fdmxly His fon, born, as once feemf:d
wealth more than Royal, his daughter more rhan
royally - portioned and married, were banithed to
an ifland, where having for fome time led a mifer-
able life, "deftitute of common neceflaries, ftruggling
with many miferies, apprehending yet more and
heavier, they were relieved by the hand of an exe-
cutioner in the following reign. :
NerrHeR does it appear-that SEvER U$ had
in the leaft forefeen fuch a reverfe in the Fortune of
his great F avourite, and for want of fuch forefight,
caufed it. It was but the matural confetyience of
fuch a blind-and unbounded truft. “The temptatxon
was too greaty and what was . at firft ambition“in
Pravrianus, grewatlaft to be neceflity. This
Sk v ER us himfelt afterwards owned; latefited tie
we: 1knefs of humban nature, which in e]evated fortune
knows no moderation, and blamed: hitnfelf for have-
ing raifed him fo high that he grew giddy. By the
ruiitog of PLavTIANUS: h’nny were endangered
feveral fuffered’a bloody dodm. : R &
" WHERE-EVER theré are gréatﬁandmg Armxes
Revolutions ate fuddenly brought about, and there.
fore will . be' often attempted ; for whoever has the
Army, hds or may have the Staté.  Hence the dan-
ger of TTBER1US, hence that 6f SEVERUS, and
hence the danger and fudden:fate' of many Princes

.

in almoft all ages, as well as encouragement to am- -

“bitious men to fet up themfelves by corrupting the
foldiery, a tafk not over difficult;: It was the- fate
of moft of the Roman Emperors;- as to be made by
their. A*mxes, fo to be dcﬂ:royed b‘y their Armies.

C Vou L - L DIS-
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DISCOURSE VIIL

The fame fubject continued.

Sed. 1. Good Minifters often ruined and de-

" firoyed for their virtue by a combination
of the bad. The [pight and wicked arts
of the latter. How ready to charge their
own guilt upon the innocent.

T is a matter of grief and cencern, theugh not
Italways of wonder, to fee the beft fervants of a
A Prince often fupplanted, often undone by the
worft, to fee his trueft friends deprefled, and the
moft pernicious parafites triumph, to confider the
vile lyes and contemptible caufes by which the bad
undermine and undo the good. Juwnivus BLZsvus
was one of the moft illuftrious Romans, ef a princely
Spirit, and his Fortune like his Race, very noble.
He was Governor of Lionefe Gaul, and efpoufed the
caufe of Vrrerrius early and cordially ; nay,
bore at firlt all the expence of his Imperial State and
Train; for fuch was the poverty of VITELLIUS,
that he could not as yet fupport the fame himfelf.
For fuch fplendid inftances of his zeal VITELLIVS
seturned him many open commendatiens, and much
fecret hatred.

A man of fo much efteem and merit the falfe
and iij)itcful Courtiers could not bear. They bore
him fpecial enmity, for that, in a reputation glo-
rious and popular, he fo far furpafled themfelves
contaminated with every fort of infamy. A man fo
dangerous to the Tribe, by being fo much better:
than .they, and fo much above them, muft there-

1 : fore
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fore be taken off, and as he was perfectly innocent,
{fome fault muft be forged, and the fimple Emperor
alarmed with the fhadow of fome terrible Treafon.
A terrible one indeed they found: BL #sus hap-
pened to fup with a Friend, whiltt the Emperor
happened to be out of order. This was aggravated
to him, and this embittered him. Here was ground
and encouragement enough to proceed to a direct
charge; it was all that the plotters wanted, they
who made it their bufinefs to dive with a curious
eye into all the paffions and difgufts of the Prince.
Inftantly one of the body is difpatched to impeach
him. The Impeacher made a difmal, a weeping
harangue, how ¢¢ BL#£sus was making merry,
¢t and the Emperor’s life at ftake, nor could aught
¢ fecure it but the death of fuch an infolent crimi-
* nal.” The argument prevailed @ The foolith
Emperor ordered him to be poyfoned, and, as brutifh
as foolith, went full of glaring joy to fee him in
his agonies 3 nay, boafted, that he had feafted his
eyes with the fight of an enemy expiring.

THis was the unworthy, the tragical end of
Junrtus Brasus, procured by the poyfonous
tongues of traducers ; a man venerable for the anti-

uity of his houfe, fignal for elegance of manners,
ignal for uprightnefs of heart ; in his faith towards
ViTELi1us obftinately firm, free from all vice,
from all ambition and intrigues, fo far from coveting
- any hafty honour, much lefs fovereignty, that he
could hardly efcape being judged worthy to be So--
vereign. The truth is, he had been already tried
by the Courtiers and falfe friends of ViTELLIUS,
and by them tempted to defert him, but tempted in
vain, This alone might prompt fome of them to
deftroy him. It wa$ what many fuppofed to have
occafioned- the death of FonTerus CariTo
comnmander in Germany under GaLBa: Core-

INELivs AquiNvus, and FABius VALENS,
Co L2 ‘ tWo
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two. Colonels' of: Legions; inftigatéd him :to rebel;’
and «upon- his-fefufal flew him, then charged him
with Rebellion. ; -~ .~ e o

Se. 1. How hard it is for a gdod Minifter
*to fupport himfelf with 4 Prince furround-

ed by Sycophants and Seducers, or to pre-
- ferve bim and his, State. - Their execrable.
- Stratagems to execute their Malice. How.
 Jisch Jometimes- abufe the ‘Prince, miflead
v by diftrefs him, and murder him.

“A.S no ‘good :Minifter cari- be fafe where fuch
4% mifchievons Minions prevail, fo nither can a
Prince nor his State, . It .is" not the -honour of the
Prince, it is not the-eafe and benefit of the Country
that they feek and- confider; it is' only their-own
ntereft and advantage, and this they. will purfue,
though to the ruin of Prince or State.: King Jamzs
the fifth of Scotland-had-a fair opportunity of eftab-
tithing. 4 lafting peace with England. . HEnr Y
the. eighth his Uncle, -then .at great variance with
the . Pope,_ the - Emperor - and Spain, : willing to
firengthen himfelf at home, even defirous to fettle .
the fucceffion upon. his Nephew, couited:him to an
" alliance 3 -nay, to ap, interview and. coriference  at
York. - Nothing could promife fairer for. the ad-
vantage of Scotland, -for many ages bdrraffed and
defolated by wars. with England, - nothing prove
more honourable” and beneficial ‘to the Scotch King
than, the entail of the -Englith Crown and the fup-
port_of his Uncle..; \H 2 N r v the eighth kad then
only a’ dayghter, Marv, apd fhe was declared
illegjtimate. . - King J a M £'s therefore, by the advice
of his Council, declared. his acceptance of the pro-
“pofal 5 -the Hnglith, Embaffadors returned highly. -
-~ fatisfied, and highly pleafed their Mafter, whaymade
s o oo great
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great preparations at York for the entertainment of
his Nephew, - -
~ Bur the Scoich ng had meons about him of
jnore prevalence with, him than his Council, or his
Honour or his Intereft, if thefe two can be parted.
To thefe Mipions the Clergy apply,: and witlr large
bribes engage them to difluade the King from keep=
ing his word. - Some of the Minjons too were Clergy-
men, and in’ the name: of all libouired to debauch
and deceive the King. They frightened and cheated
him with the word Herefy. . And whatever offended
the Clergy, be it man or thing, mutft furely be an
enemy to God and the King, and confequently very '
bad and terribje; - They ﬁud /1t was grown up in
England, -and grewing faft in Scotland and fhewed
him what notable profit would accrue to him from
fupprefling, it, and enriching himfelf with the éftates
of 1'uch as profeﬁ'cd and of. fuch ‘as favoured it.
coumgmg hlm to plunder and burn - the beft and
richeft of bis; fubjects.

- TrE King liftened to ‘the propofal too greedxly,
and communi¢ated. it to the Laird of Grange his
Treafurer This:was an honeft and bold Man, who
freely thewed his Mafter the monftrous iniquity and
mlthle of fuch counfel, expofed the evil and rapa-
ciaus hearts . of the Blfho_ps, their corrupt practices,
unfufterable pride, ambitious defigns, and ungodly
lives, with their utter urifitnefs to be trufted in Coun-
cil, or with any civil concerns 5 reprefented, how
rafhly and pernicioufly one of his Predeceflors, King
D avip, had ftripped the Crown of its Patrimony
to endow Bifhopricks and . Abbeys ; whence his
Majefty was now fo poor,: the Prelates fo rich, fo
prodigal and.:affaming, that they ftrove to be Ma-
fters and Directors in all things.. Thus he convinced
the King, and recovered him to his firft reafonable

purpre of clofing with England ; infomuch that hig
L3 Majefty,
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Majefty, next time the Prelates apFroaéhed him, fell
upon them with great bitternefs, for having endea-
voured to miflead him into fuch cruelties againft fo
many Noblemen and Barons, to the danger of his
- own Eftate. ¢ Wherefore, faid he, gave my Pre-

.+ “¢ deceflors fo many lands and rents ta the Kirk ?

¢ Was it to maintain Hawks, Dogs and Whores
‘¢ to a number of idle Prjefts? The King of Eng-
¢ land burns, the King of Denmark beheads you:
¢ T fhall ftick you with this Whingar.” Where+
with, fays Sir James MerLvir (from whom I
quote thefe words) he drew out his dagger, and they
fled from his prefence in great fear.

Hz now fully refolved to keep his promife with
his Uncle of England, as tending both to his ad-
vancement and honour. But his refolution held not.
The Bifhops were not eafily baulked -nor athamed,
nor wont to relax when intereft, or dominion, or
revenge was in view. Again they affail the Mini-
ons, particularly OL1vER S1iwcL A 1R, with ftore
of gold, promifed him high honours by their weight
and procurement, efpecially the command of the
Army againft England, could he bring his. Mafter
to violate his Faith, and break with his Uncle. Their
next ftep was to undo the Treafurer, by defaming
him to the King: ¢ He was proud, he was a
¢¢ Heretic (an imputation always powerful, however
¢¢ ftale and foolifh) he carried an Englith new Tefta-
¢ ment in his pouch ; nay, he was fo arrogant, that
¢ he would not procure Women for the King, nor
4 proftitute his Son’s Wife to his Me;jcﬁy’s Plea-
¢¢ fure.” For this was one article of the charge
againft him, and urged by a venerable Prelate. It
was ufual for thefe Favourites to furnith the young
King with Women, married or unmarried, thus to
preferve their favour.. :

Wuen the King vindicated his Minifter, as a
plain, frank Gentleman, whom he loved well, and

19
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to whom he begrudged no reward; the Prior of
Pictenween replied and faid, ¢ Sir, the heir (heirefs)
¢ of Kelly is a lufty fair Lafs, and I dare pledge
““ my life, that if your Majefty will fend for her
“¢ prefently, he fhall refufe to fend her to you.*
{The Lady was betrothed to the Treafurer’s Son.)
A godly propofal, and it took. The King figned
an order for the Lady to be brought to him ; nay,
the Prelates and their Fa&ion contrived that a bro-
ther Prelate, the Prior of Pittenween, fhould carry
at, and return with the fair prize. The Treafurer
refufed to comply, for good reafons : amongft others,
the reverend Envoy was his known Enemy, and a
known Debauchee, The Prior however who had
gained the main point, rejoiced in the denial, and
by it enraged the King, nay, from him a warrant
was obtained to feize the Treafurer, and commit
him to the Caftle of Edinburgh. :

H e was aware of their mifchievous devices, and
haftened to Court. The King lowered, nor would
dpeak to him. He boldly afked his Majefty, Why
duch a change, fo much difpleafure prefently after
fo much favour, and for what offence? The King
replied, *“ Why did thou refufe o fend me the
“¢ maiden whom I wrote for, and gave defpiteful
“¢ language to him I fent for her ?**  The Treafurer
faid, that he thought himfelf meeteft to bring her,
nor would he truft the Prior, as he knew him to
be one infamous for rapes, a man the moft noto-
rious of any in Scotland for debauching of women,
whether wives or virgins, Such failings, it feems,
the holy man had, but was zealeus for the Hierarchy
againft Heretics and his Country. ¢ Haft thou then
¢ brought the Gendewoman with thee?* faid the
King. Yes, Sir, faid the Treafurer. This foftened
him. ¢ Alas, faith the King, they have fet out
“ {o many leafings againft thee, that they have

L 4 ¢ obtained
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¢¢ obtained of me a warrant tor.put ithee in ward :
<4 But 1 fhall mend'it’ with a. contrary order.”

THz Treafurer -anfwered with Jamentation ;
My life, Sir, or warding is a {mall matter: but
¢ it breaks .my heart, . that the world ‘fhould hear
¢« of your Majéfty’s facility.” For he had learnt,
that in his abfence they had made the King fend
to England to contradi&t his promife,..and refufe .to
meet: his. Uncle, His lamentations availed not:
The worft counfels had fwayed him. Thé Pre-
tates, - and . other Minions - corrupted by them, and
fubfervient to them, . rule the King. HaRrR Y the
cighth rages, vows to révenge fo much fcorn, and
fends away an Army. to lay Scotland defolate by
fire and {word. . The Scotch King too raifes forces,
but -forces without. heart, as in a caufe undertaken
for the pleafure of the Prelates againft their Country.
This damped their fpirits, but what quite finifhed
their -dejection and defpair was, to fee OL1VER
SrwcL a1 R, a Minion and Hireling of the Prelates,
deciared General of the Army. .

- Tuz Lords and principal Ofﬁcers, through in-

'digﬁatlon that . the Court:and Country fhould be
-governed. by fuch vile inftruments as” the Bifhops
and. their Creatures, refufed to fight ‘under fuch a
woithlefs Commander ; nay, fuffered themfelves to
be all taken prifoners. The whole Army was over-
thrown, the Kingdom defencelefs, and expofed to
the -ravages of a vitorious enemy, and the poor
King to anguifh and difgrace. Againft the Bifhops
all mouths were open, .all - men enraged, to fee the
Country perithing to fatiate their fury and ambition : -
‘The King heard the general outcry,  his eyes were
opened, and, in'the fulnefs of his heart, he dropped
fome expreflions of refentment againft his ghottly
and execrable advifers; for which expreﬂions thﬁy
foon took fevere vengeance. '

e

Svcn
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Sucu men never retract, never forgive. The
Realm was under the fpoiling hand of Enemies and
Invaders, the Army routed, the Nobility provoked,
the People ‘miferable and murmuring, the King
diftreffed, and his Honour loft..” Did all this foften
the Bifhops? No: to accomplifh their malice and
good fervices to the Public and. gl}eir‘ Sovereign,
they murder him by, poifon. . For, ‘with their other
politics and whol{fome feverities derived from Rome,
they had learnt the art of making an Italian Poffet,
ang with this, adminiftered by fome of their faith-
ful villains about him, they fhut up. the days -and
reign of James the fifth, firft deprived him of
his Innocence, next of his honeft Counfellors, then
of his Peace and Honour, laftly of his Life, - .
WERE Dot thefe notable Diretors of a Mon-
arch’s power and confcience ? Nay, even dying and
dead they abufed him, as well as they had whilk
alive. One of them attending him at his death,
diGated a Will for him, and what he himfélf caufed
to be written, when the poor. King was expiring,
he boldly declared to be the King’s Will afterwards.
To Tuch an amazing power in wickednefs and want
of fhame had the Clergy then grown by, their enor-
mous increafe of -property. But . they were popifh
Clergy : The Proteftant fort thirft not after wealth,
and where they have it, are too meek to become
proud and abufe it, too confcientious to neglect the
cure of fouls, and live in luxury, too modeft to
haunt Courts, too difinterefted and fincere to flatter
Princes, too. juft, and impartial to preach felfifh

dorines tending to raife themfelves, by the purfe,

or fubferviency, or. fufferings of ‘athers. .

Doy
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Se&. Il  Refleitions wpon the fate of King
JamEs the 15/&7 of Scotland feduced an%
‘undone by Minions, who withdrew him
from the direttion of an honeft Minifter.

UCH wasthe fate of Ja m s the fifth, a Prince
S of fpirit and good qualities, but debauched,
- abufed and undone by wicked and crafty Minions,
Pandars and Seducers; fuch the difmal iffue of falfe
and unjuft Counfels, of forfaking honeft and worthy
advifers, to follow the deceitful, the felfith and cor-
yupt; and fuch ample ground had Sir James

e L v1L for faying as he does of Princes, efpecially
- of {youn_g Princes, and their favour to thofe who

mifguide and ruin them. ¢ They were carried
¢ away by the craft and envy of fuch as could
¢ fubtilly creep into their favour, by flattery and
¢ by jomning together in a deceitful bond of fellow-
*¢ thip, every one of them fetting out the other, as
¢ meeteft and ableft for the fervice of their Prince,
s¢ 1o the wrack of him and his Ceuntry 3 craving the
¢ Prince to be fecret, and not to communicate his
¢« fecrets toany but their Society. Thus the Prince’s
s¢ good qualities being fmothered by fuch a com-
s¢ pany, were commonly led after the paffions and
¢¢ particularities of thofe, who fhot only at their own
$¢ marks: Some of them continually pofiefling his
8¢ ear, and debarring therefrom all honeft, true and
¢¢ plain fpeakers ; fo that no more hope could be
#¢ left of a gracious Government, nor place for good
#¢ men to help the Prince and Country, where-
. #¢ through fell out many foul, ftrange, and fad acei-
" ¢ dents, as may be afterwards feen and ‘read:
%< Princes mifufed, and abufed, their Conntry rob-
- #¢bed, their beft apd trueft fervants wracked, and

‘#¢ the wicked inftruments at laft perithed with
s¢ all their high and fine pretences ; others, ayg
o  (always)
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¢ (always) fuch-like, fucceeding in their place,
¢ pever one taking example to become more tem-
¢ perate and difcreet, becaufe of the deftruion of
¢« thofe who went before them ;- but as highly and
“ fiercely following their greedy, vain and ambi-
“ tious pretences, obtained the like tragical re-
¢¢ ward.”

HE afterwards quotes the complaint made by
Monfieur p £ Bouss1g, when left and difliked by
the Prince his Matter, ¢ Alas, wherefore fthould
¢ men be earneft to furpafs their neighbours in wor-
“¢ thinefs and fidelity, feeing that Princes, who get
¢ the fruits of our labours, like not to hear of
¢ plainnefs, but of pleafant fpeeches, and are eafily
¢¢ altered without occafion upon their trueft Ser-

f¢ vants }?

Se&. IV, HWhere Flattery is encouraged,

 Flatterers rule, and fincerity is banifbed.
Minifters fometimes fall not through guilt
but faltion ; yet always accufed of guilt.

HEN 3 Prince will bear no Minifter that

tells himl the truth, and only exalts thofe
who footh and flatter him, the beft Flatterer is al. -
ways fure to be the firft Minifter, and his Mafter
will be pleafantly  deceived inftead of being fajth.
fully and unacceptably ferved, The Marquifs do
VieviLLE, Superintendent of the Finances to
Lewiys the thirteenth, gained his favour and pre.
ferment by extolling the King’s fpirit and conduét,
in commanding his armies in perfon, Though that
Prince had no fufficiency in war, he liked to hear
that he had, perhaps believed it ; for what'is more
vain than power, what more credulous than vanity ?
At the fame time his Chancellor DE SILLER Y
fell under difpleafure and loft his employment, for
‘blaming thefe military rambles. His Son too,

Monfijeur
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Mo,nﬁeur de Puvsieux, S,,cretaryuof State, was
afterwards removegd, on pretence, that the King could
ot truft a Man who was' doubtlefs foured by the
d}f race of his Father,, .. .-

0 the dxfgrace of that Mmlfb:r a}moﬁ the whoIe
ba,nd of Courtiers conftibuted, all.from caufes per-
fonal and diftinét. The Quecn-Mother hated him
for his fuperior creditvwith the King; Cardinal
Ricuirigv, for having - oppofed his elevation to
the Puiple ; the Prince of-Conpe, for forwarding a

‘ Pcace with the Hugnnots, whence -his own- credit
was leflened or loft, in. the Army ; the, Count of
So1ssons foy retarding his marriage with the King’s
Sifter ; de THoIR AS for difcrediting him with the
King 5 the Duke de BELLEGARDE foroppofing the
reﬁgnatlon of his employmcnt to a kinfman. Thefe
were their true motives, though very oppofite to
thofe that they avowed, = They ctharged him with
infolence to the ng, 1nﬁdchty in his truft, and
corruption. Whatever faplts - he ‘might have,. his
faults had no fhare in'his d]fgrace o

Favour at Court ¥ a brittle thing. ‘That of
VieviLLEe, the Superlntenden had its period
and declenfion. Thpugh he had Aattcred the King
and lyed for his honour, the King gave him up to
the jealoufy and difpleafure of the Cardinal, a more
terrible antagonift tgan the Monarch himfelf. Fall-
ing Minifters are “always faulty, and muft be: It
would be prepoftesous and unjuit to.pull them down,
yet own them innocent,- VIEVILLE was accufed
of many heavy crimes, « with deciding great affairs
of his own head'; with altering the ng s orders ;
“¢ with fending directions to Embaffadors, without

-4 communication with the King or. Council ; with
“ doing als of injuftice, and throwing the odium
‘¢ upon the King, and with gratifying his pride and
¢ paffions at the expence of the King’s honour.”

To
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To the honour of that Minifter it muft be owned,
-that upon trial, all the uproar-and porpous charges
againft him for malverfation and, corruption in the
Treafury, appeared groundlefs. In truth .in- all
the efforts of faction andrivalfhip men do not ftudy

to punifh Truth, but Reproach. - The Cardinal
wanted to ruin him. It is fo prebable 'that meri'in
office may be guilty, that if fuch guile be but, boldly
charged, it will be véadily’ Believed. “When the
fufpicion is once well raifed; it will hardly fail of
being well received. This feryes the turn, and
proves a good warrant for difgracing an innocent
man once thought guilty. ~ Indeed when prejudices
fubfide, and popular heat cools, it is probable his
innocence will begin td appear and be credited ; but
firft he is difgraced or undone, and his Competitors
already -triumph, till perhaps they meet with' the
fame meafure from others. ‘ o

Tue Funuchs of Scmarm HusseIn, fallly
charged the firft Minifter behind his back with a
confpiracy, and produced & forged Letter to fupport
jt. By that Letter ft-was to be exccuted in a few
hours. The Emperor was frightened, and gave
snmediate ordérs to arreft “him. The Emperor
confidered the: Eunuchs as his guardian angels, who
by their ¥igilance, had faved him, yet would needs
be fo juft 5 t6 hear that grear Man in his owhde-
fence:  Fé defended himfelf glorioufly, - expofed
their execrable fraud, and manifefted his own mnpo-
cence? 'But: what' fignified  his innocence, or “the
Empefor’s conviction, for his eyes were put out?
OF this the cruel villains had taken prefent care, that
he might never ftand in their way in the fame poft,
or aiiy poft'again. = - .

Sect.
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St V. A Minifer may be difgraced for
bis Virtue, and Fidelity to his Prince.
Mprmm% Courtiers certain Enemies to

2

spright Minifters. Fuftice done to both
oy time and ﬁﬁwj.

IN the reign of Ricuarp the fecond, Sir
RicHarD ScrooprE was promoted to be
Lord Chancellor of England, a Perfon reckoned fo
ac:om%{iihed and juft, that he was raifed to that
Great Truft at the requeft of the Parliament, both
Lords and Commons. He was indeed too juft to
bold it long. He would not ferve the turn of the
Favourites, and the Favourites would not let him
ferve the King and Kingdom. They. had begged
Grants of diverfe Lordthips lately fallen to the
Crown: But what the King had weakly granted,
the Chancellor honeftly refufed to confirm. He
alledged “¢ the King’s wants and debts, with the
*¢ neceffity of fatisfying his creditots ; that no good
‘¢ Subje&t fhould prefer his own advantage to the
“ King’s intereft, private lucre to public good :
*¢ Already they had received from his Majefty
‘¢ abundant Largefles ; and it was -but modeft to
¢ afk no more.” . This repulfe fired them, and to
the King they went with grievous accufations againft
the Chancellor: ¢ He was obftinate, he contemned
¢¢ his Majefty’s Commands ; he muft fuffer exem-
- plari punithment for his difobedience and fcorn
‘¢ of the Royal Authority, which would otherwife
¢ fall into public contempt.”

TH1s was enough to incenfe the undifcerning
King, who fends in a fury to demand the Seal.
Doubtlefs it was from pure tendernefs for the King’s
Honour (whom they were cheating and robbing)
and with no eye to any intereft of their own, that

they
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they arraigned the Chancellor, and afferted the Pre-
rogative. Nor is it to be imagined, that they did
not reprefent him abroad in ugly colours, as proud
and infolent, engroffing all favour to himfelf, injure-
ing the King’s beft friends, nay, a&ing the part of
a King himfelf. Nor were all thefe imputations
more than what others had deferved, and therefore
likely enou‘gh to be believed of the Chancellor, who
was thus feverely cenfured, thus ungratefully dif~
miffed, for his uncommon faith and integrity.

THE good Chancellor reaped one advantage of
which neither Malice, nor Power, nor Time could
deprive him. He is recorded in the Hiftory of his
- Country, as a glorious Magiftrate, an upright Mini-
fter, a faithful Patriot : w%n.ilﬁ his fupplanters bear
fuch a Charalter as they deferve, that of Sycophants,
public Robbers, Enemies to King and People.
Thus it is that virtue triumphs over vice, and for
ever triumphs ; this the immortal reward of men
who faithfully ferve their Country, who worthily
difcharge public Truft. The fruits of bafe altions
perifh ; their infamy only is fure to remain. It is
a dreadful lot, that of being hated to all following
generations. How amiable is the contrary lot, to -
be beloved and praifed whilft there are Men and
Letters in the World? Such are the different and
lafting lots of a Chancellor JEFFER1ES, and a
Chancellor CowPER,

DIs-
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DISCOURSE IX
(thhePeople

Se&' L T be. fwrmb[e Cbam&’er of the ‘Pew ’
ple very good- ar very bad, dccordingite
 their ¢ducation and goversgment. Hence

ﬂ]e zmpraﬁe;ﬁmt or dc’pm-zmrzon of theit
mmmrs o

ONCF RNI)NG the Peeple dt-is fcarce
“poffible’te lay-down any gerieral propofition.
A If we fay, that they dre gqve&ﬂy difpofed to
evﬂ, it is true: If ‘wa affert, that they have a fund
‘of ‘goodnefs in them, it is true.: They are cruel
‘and- mércxful, conftane and fickle, forid of theit
benefattors, ungrateful to their friends, ‘very patient,
wery furious, unmanageable, ard ‘eafy to be govern-
ed,- oreat]y given''to «change,  greatly afraid of it,
apt: to love extravagantly, apt to hate implacably.
- “They are indeed jult'what they are made; formed
‘by habit and direftion:. They take the impreffions
. #hét ara given -them, follow the ‘opinions of fuch as
lead them, the example of thofé who-govern them,
and are capable of being very virtuous and modeft,
very vitious and turbulent, according to the leffons
and pattern of their Guides and Rulers.

THus the Romans from a band of Robbers,
became a civil Community, at firft rough and rude,
afterwards regular and fociable, then polite and
-elegant, always brave, fond of Liberty and Glory,
impatient of Servitude. Such was their beginning,
“alteration, and improvement, ftill in proportion to

the influence of their Leaders and Laws, fierce and

warlike
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warlike under R'omu L us:-becaufe he was {03 tamed-
by Religion or Superftition uhdér Numa, addicted |
to civil oeconomy and regulations of State under-
Sgrvivs TuLLivus, who madé ﬁgch mﬂututxons-
his care; zealous Republicans. under a republican
Government 3 full of reverence.for Arts and Learn-
ing when Arts and Learning came to be favoured and"
mtroduced by the Magli’cmtes Afterwards when-
they were corrupted by evil and ambitious inen,
they became extremely corrupt, and intirely changed
by the change of their Government 3 and in order
to make fuch a change or to continue it, fuch cor=
ruption was carefully promoted and perpetuated.
Their {pirit, their honefty, and even their difcern-
ment were Vitiated, funk and banithed, to qualify

“them for mifery and chains, ‘Whillt they had -cou-
© rage, integrity and eyes,- ufurpation .could not . pro-
fper nor vaffalage be eftablithed: ‘Thenceforward the
Roman People grew utterly debauched and fpiritlefs 5
their Virtue, which rofe with their Government, fell
with it, and they were as unlike what they had been,
as Servitude is unlike Liberty.

Nor was fuch a svolution of Manners peculiar
to the Romans, but in all places will follow fuch
revolutions of State. It is not fo much by the
genius of the Clime, by the heat or coldnefs of a
Country, that the characters of the Inhabitants are
to be known and eftimated, -as by the nature of their
Government, and the wifdom, er defecty or corrup-
tion of their Laws. It is thus that men from Savages
and Banditti, become juft and humane, or from vir-
tuous and free, abject flaves and barbarians.

ATTrca, the Country of the Athenians, was
over-run with violence, feuds, robbery and murders,
until THESEUS reformed the Government, and by it
civilized the People; who by virtue of their Liberty
and Laws, afterwards corre¢ted and improved by
SorLon, camé to be the mafters and ftandard of

- Vor. III M politeni.
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politenefs and learning over the world. Thus L v-
curcus reclaimed the licentioufnefs of the Spartans,
and eftablifhed fuch an inftitution, and fuch wife’
orders amongft them, that for courage, patriotilm
and every kind of virtue, they were the envy and
wonder of all Nations. As the Liberty of thefe two
famous Cities decayed, fo did their Valour and Pro-
bity, and perifhed when that perithed. They feem-
ed afterwards another race of men, though their
blood and climate were ftill the fame. The Gre-
cians, once Conquerors and Mafters of univerfal
Empire, are now {piritlefs Slaves, funk in unmanly
fuperftition, drunken, ignorant, barbarous.

Tue Nations in Peru lived nearer to the con-
dition of beafts than that of men, till taught the
Laws of Society by the Jnca’s: For thefe Princes
did not fo much fubdue them, as inftrut and polith
them. So ‘that thefe Clans of Savages, many of
them Canibals, dealing in human facrifices, and
pra&iﬁng»jgbominations {carce credible, were brought
by the miere force of good ufage and good Laws,
to be fociable, difcreet and humane: They who
were ftrangers to agriculture, ey who went naked,
were deftitute of houfes, lived upon rocks and hills,
and knew not what it was to drefs their food, drop-

d all their wildnefs, formed regular habitations,
fell into prefent induftry, cultivated the ground with
care, and altogether grew a mighty People, fober,
ingenious, orderly, and formed an Empire above
‘two thoufand miles in extent, an Empire which
continued for eight hundred years happy and flourith-
ing, _ :
gl'r is chiefly by education and the exercife of
the underftanding that fome men come to furpafs
others; for by nature men are alike, all made of
the fame materials ; nor greater difference is there
~between the Lord and the Slave, than that which
proceeds from chance or education. Many men

great
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great in title have the fpirit of Slaves; many men
mean in fortune have greatnefs of fpirit: Manhy a
Cicero has kept fheep, many a CaEsar fol-
lowed the plough, manya V1R 61t foddered cattle.
Government is public education, and as the national
difcipline is good or bad, Nations will be well nur-
tured, or ill. In all civilized Countries, the people
are generally harmlefs and manageable, where they
are not mifled or opprefled. Oppreflion is apt to
make a wife man mad, nay, the wifer he is the
more he will feel the oppreflion, becaufe he will the
more readily difcern it to be unjuft: And when
men are mifled, they difcern not juftice from vio-
lence,

Se&. 1. The People under good Government
apt to be peaceable and grateful: often
patient under Oppreffion: often moderate
in oppofing Oppre(fors : inclinable to Fufice
when not mifled.

HE Roman Commonalty quarrelled not with

l the Nobility, until the Nobility infulted and
opprefled them ; nay, they bore it a good while
- without complaining, complained long before they
proceeded to an infurretion, even their infurreStions
were without blood, and they grew calm and con-
tent upon every appearance of redrefs; for, their
-redrefs was feldom complete, and what was under-
taken feldlom made good. In the ftruggle, parti-
cularly about the Agrarian Law, a Law fo neceffary
to the State, fo neceffary to preferve equality amongft
Citizens, without which they could not be long free,
they were perpetually injured, difappointed and
abufed. .The Law was cternally violated, they
eternally the fufferers. 'Was it any wonder that a
grievance fo notorious and heavy, fo much affeting
the Public and the People, was felt and refented ]131Y
M2 the
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the People ; any wonder that they contended for its re-
snoval, or, that when it was not removed, they had
recourfe to-violence to procure juftice, and were guid-
ed by their Tribunes, who fometimes, under the name
ofithat Law:and a colour of efpoufing the Populace,
purfued: very ambitious and dangerous defigns ?

- “Wno were the aggreffors? The Nobility furely,
they who had fo long deluded the Plebeians, that
thefe: could no longer truft them. The- Plebeians
had indeed thewn much more faith and patience, than
the other had honour or juftice ; and where between
parties, treaties are always breken, enmity will be
always reviving. Yet it was many years, rathér many
ages ere that enmity had recourfe to the {word or
produced hoftility and blood. The People preferved
a ftrange fteddy reverence to the Patricians, whilft
thefe were daily {corning, daily aggrieving the Peo-
ple. (In the City, i:ays L,1vy, the violence of the
Katliers was daily incgeafing, and fo were the mife-
ries of the People. 'When they had gained admif-
fion to the public Honours, which had been long
accounted things facred, and thence inacceflible to
the Populace, who were reckoned unworthy and
prophane, they were very tender and flow in exerting
that glorious privilege and power, and for many
yyears continued to confer all the great Offices upon
the Nobility. - So that they feemed to have given
back again that right for which they had fo long
contended before they gained it*.

.- T uE People are very apt to be deceived, yet as
‘often to their own wrong as to that of others; and
-when through miftake they have hurt others, they
are forry for it as foon as' made fenfible of it. Their
ipity .generally follows their feverity, and is more
Jafting than their anger. If their wrath be .immo-

\

. * Poffeflionemque honoris ufurpati modo a plebe per-pauces
‘4nnos, recuperafl in perpetuum patres viderentur, - Liv.

derate,
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derate, fo is their commiferdtion 5 and what miféhief
they do in their fury; they are inctinable to répair when
their fenfes return.  When ‘the popular' Orafors at
Athens had before the People fallly reprefentedfome
of their braye Officers as criminal, the People doom-
ed the innocent men to die, but repented as foon as
they swere undeceived, and dtfchargcd thexr ven-
geance upon the Orators.

T HE People too are very grateful to thelr bene-
fakors, and their affections generally lafting when-
ever they are well apprized that the objet is very
deferving, The Athenians ever adored the memory
of Tuestus and SoLon, ever honoured their
defcendents, . The fame refpe the LaCedz:momdns
always paid. to the name and pofterity of Ly cu =
gus.” Thatof Lucius Junius BruTuys was
affectionately reverenced by.the Romans, fo was
thatof PopLIcoL a4, of the GR'accH1, and in-
deed that of all their great: Patrons and Heroes.,

ucen EL1zABETH is never mentioned by an,
Englithman but with affeftion and praife. The name
of ORANGE is popular in Holland, though fome
who bore it-purfued very unpopular meafures therey
Does not this fhew that the love of the People is,
ftronger than their difgufts? They rather remember,
him who firft founded their Liberty, - than- hlm Who
attempted to take it away.

In Countries where the race of their Princes has-:
proved rather bad than good, nay, exceeding bad,
yet the People are generally bent to honour, gene-
rally averfe to change that race, but retain a fondnefs
without caufe or merit, nay, againft reafon and. inte-
reft. ‘This is foolith, but it is good-natured folly. .
The Roman People were fond of the Cafars, the
Parthians of the I‘Pamxl of ARsacks, the French
of that of CHARLE M A 1N, though moft of each.
line proved contemptible or tyranhlcq,l often both,
When any o£ the blood grew qulte intolerable, and

M 3 for
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for his cruelty of infufficiency was depofed, another
of the-fame blood was placed in his room. The
- Lineage was ftill beloved and fupported, though the
men were often changed and abhorred.

Sct. Il  The Pecple generally fond of old
- Names and Habits. - The difference be-
‘tween the fame People under different Go-
- wernments: How gemerous and friendly
" awhen free; how vicious and falfe when
 enflaved:

THE People are indeed fubject to change, but
: it is chiefly by fits; when they are angry, or
feduced. Left to themfelves, they ufually go on
in the old way, or return back to it agamn. Old
Habits and old Names feem to pleafe” them moft,
nor do they readily defert the fame till forced or de-
céived. CxEsar and AucusTus were fo fenfi-
blé of this bent in the People to ancient Cuftoms and
Inftitutions, that when upon enflaving Rome, they
hiad in effect diffolved the force and effence of the
Roman Magiftracy, they left the Magiftrates their
old Names, and all the appearances of power and
dignity. They are likewife inclinable to be quiet
and harmlefs, where no provocation roufes them : but
when they are enraged, they are very terrible and
very cruel. Yet their outrage is not apt to laft.
They foon cool, and when their rage fubfides, re-
morfe is apt to follow : They will then embrace the
man whom juft before they fought to murder, and
love him the more for having intended him a mif-
~ chief. ® : '
Berwern the Roman People under the-Com-
monwealth, and the Roman People under the Do-
minion of the Emperors, the difference was as great

b Diverfa pari certamine poftalantibus. ~ TacaTvs. -
: : as

i
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as between different Nations, and they only refem-
bled each other in language and drefs. They were
indeed as different, or rather as oppofite, as men -
uncorrupted and free are to debauched Slaves. In
Livy you find the People brave, generous, tem-
perate and juft, efpecially for fome ages after the rife
of the State: T ac1T us reprefents them as falfe,
flattering, fpiritlefs and debauched: Yet neither of
thefe Authors is chargeable with contradiétion or fal-
fifying. By Liberty they were infpired with virtue
and every good quality: To fathion them for Ty-
ranny, all their virtue was deftroyed, all bafenefs
and debauchery encouraged, and they were taught
not to confider the Roman State, but only the Ro-
man Emperor. Their zeal and allegiance were to
be manifefted by obfequious fawning, and a torrent
of flattery. This was all their leflfon and duty, and
they learnt it notably. They adored, they extolled
every Tyrant, the worft generally moft: Whether
he committed murder, or inceft, or folly, drove cha-
riots, or fung fongs, he was ftill divine, ftill invin-
cible. Their acclamations were to found not with
what was juft or true, but with what was deceitful
and pleafing. Their praifes were no proof or effect
of their affeGtion, but of their falthood and fervility :
‘Whether they hated or defpifed him, they were fure
to magnify him, nay, ready to ufe the fame ftile
towards his enemy and deftroyer. on the very fame
dayc. They were loud in behalf of GALBA at
noon, vehement in calling for the blood of OTHoO:
Before night they were as loud in the applaufes of
OTHo, as vehement in traducing GaLB A, Who
was then murdered, and his carcafs the fport of the
Rabble. : ]

¢ Quippe illis non judicium aut veritas, fed tradito more
quemcunque principem adulandi, licentia ~acclamationum, et
ftudiis inanibus. :

M4 How
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-i:Fe w unlike rtligeto the fpirit and behaviour of
the:Romari Peoplé: under the free: State, when any
graataman;iand their henefacter was factificed ? A fter
tlie murdee of the Gimn cic 1 the: People failed not
tmgrepxsosmh -and. even ¢g-infult: the :authors <of it}
thaugh whe.: grear:eﬂ: .iten.{in- Rome. .They’ charged
SqrposNasicay upon all ocdifions, 'in the
ftreets;i-and to his face, as a.Tyranc and Murderer.
Inforueh. that to fave-hiim from their indignation,
the Sendte contrived tewfend him into. Afia, under the
prétenes of an Faebafly. ¢ Nor-durft he ever return
inte Wkaly, though he was chief Pontiff, but wan-
‘ d@qd*abroadun r;difcontent and ancmﬂ] and foon
died -of grief, atcm‘dmg to the account given by
‘PryTarcr, Nor did-the celebrated Scir1o
AFRICANUS, amanasgreat, aspopular, and as
much- admired. as: any -mah that ever lived at any
tirne; wefcape much better, for having fhewed his ap-
probation of that mwerder. . This provoked them fo,
that notwithftanding bis extraordinary: charater, and
the gevirence alwiayh paid him, they treated him with
defpight; publicly;;and: interrupted his fpeeches with
hifling,, To thé memory. of the. Graccui, the
Boman, People amply manifefted their fondnefs and
revarence,. caufed  thcir;:Statues 'to be made, erected
thém: iny public, confecrated the places where they
wete flain, there; offered firft-fruits and oblatxons,
there pe,rformgd wonﬂ'{lp and dCVOthD. o

M O

S‘c& Y. Tbe {’Pep ’é wlzeiz decc’zfvedé} names
a*;i*d dé’luders{ how extremé{)/ blmd 4724’
o :;p; ], ’wt HEAN. well

T HE People are fo fincere in their frxendﬂnp,
that they are often fond of their -falfe friends.
C2sar was popular whilft he was undomg the Peo,
ple s fo were the Dukes of Guife ; {o is the }nqur-
ition
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fition. That execrable Tribunal, bloody and treach-
erous as.it isy a reproach to Chfiftianity, deftruétive
tomen, is reverenced as the bulwark of Religion,
though it be only fo to the perniciéus Impoftors who
are the pefts of ‘Religion, enemies to Society and
‘human Happinefs, This cruel band-of the People’s
fervitude and mifery, the People would venture theif
lives ta defend, So profoundly-are they bewitched,
fo ‘effectually bound and blinded by ungotly Sorce-
rers, {piritual ‘Fortune-tellers; ‘Wwhoem they hug-and
enrich for cheating and enflaving them. ‘When once
their faculties are thus darkened or dead, it is not
furprizing that they fiercely reject all relief and illus
mination, that, following the impulfe or nod of their
powerful feducers, . they are ready to fight in defence
of their blindnefs and chains, ready to facrifice-and
butcher all who would enlighten ‘and -releafe them.

.. Can there be a greater inftance of the power and
mifchief of delufian, a greater warning to guard againft
it? Superftition isapt to creep‘in-and gain force, even
“without the aidiof art : But whgn!a#t, and induftry,
and intereft -combine to prom(n?hd' increafe the
infirmities of Nature; when al{thelps, all tricky
all terrors - are rapplied and emefttd to miflead,
frighten and deceive ; nay, when power, and penal-
ties, and punifhments, might-and.- magiftracy, rods
and axes, combine in the eaufe of delufion and de-
luders 3 when,all inquiry is forbid, .all inquirers exe~ -
cited and damned ; what can enfge but thick igno-
rdtice and bér’fbafi‘;z,‘ the 'triumghhg of fraud, the exile
of common’fenfe P Can infatuafiqn '4nd hardnefs of
heart go further; - thani to’rejoree in‘ufing 4 man cru-
elly, in torturing him till he is almoft dead; and'
afterwards recovering him on purpofe to burn him
alive, for an opinksn‘perhaps very nocent, perhaps
very juft, by himfelfefteemed fatred," at worlt hurt-
ful-only to - Binfelf? ‘Yer at*Rich ‘fhocking alls of
infumanity there-'ape ‘people,ithere are women fan’d,
e infants
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infants, and whole Nations that can rejoice, though
in other inftances. not ungenerous nor cruel. They
can forrow for the jult execution of a thief or a mur-
derer, and exult to fee a conicientious man thrown
quick into the flames, for daring to be rational, for
confulting truth, or endeavouring to make himfelf
acceptable to the Deity. ,

THE Deities are bungry, the Priefts of Mexico
were wont to cry in the ears of their Emperor. He
took their word, and in fubmiffion to fuch holy
warning, butchered thirty thoufand of his Subjects
in one year, to humour the Priefts, and to feed the
Idols. What elfe is the language of all men who
prompt any Prince to fhed blood and plague his
Subjects in defence of Bigotry falfely called Religion?
- For, religion itfelf difclaims hurting any man for
any opinion. Tbe Deity is angry, is the ftile of all
perfecutors ;5 and by the force of that cry, more
blood has been fhed in Chriftendom than ever was in
Mexico, or by all the human facrifices fince the Cre-
ation, 'What elfe is perfecution, but human facrifice ?
What, but deftroging men to pleafe the God-head ?

ONT AGNB fays with reafon, ¢ That the Sava-
¢.ges do.not fo much offend him, in roafting and
¢¢ eating the bodies of their dead, as' do they who
#¢ torment and perfecute the living.”

; . 4 K ' B P
- Se&. V. The ;Mer of delufion further il-

" luftrated. The dreadful wickednefs and
 impieties committed under the mame of
" Religion. Religious cheats furpafs all

others. .

X7 HEN the Reformation was gaining ‘ground
~ in Sweden, by the fecret. countenance of
that extraordinary Pripce, GusTAvus ER1cs0N,
the People enraged -by the Clergy, made an eiértl'fur'

- rection,
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rection, and advanced towards Stockholm, with
fury and menaces. The King fent to the multitude,
confifting chiefly of Boors (for the- more ftupid the-
men, the ftronger their zeal)'to know their demands.
In anfwer they infifted, ¢ to have all the Heretics
« burnt, and the bells reftored again” For it
feems fome of thefe facred utenfils had been. dif>
lodged. Here is an inftance of a People’s furioufly
oppofing the greateft good that could befall them,
the light of the Gofpel, and redemption from their
thraldom to Popery, nay, venturing a rebellion and -
their lives to defeat that good, and to procure the
deftruction of their friends and neighbours for being
wifer than themfelves: Nor is it the only inftance.
The like happened in many other Countries upon
that fame occafion. To fhew, however, that the
People are capable of being mended and undeceived,
when the Government is wife and juft enough to
refcue them from their deceivers; King GusT a-
vus having abolifhed Popery, and proved himfelf
an able and_ upright Prince, lived to fee his Perfon
and Government fo well beloved, and the People
fo changed, that the fame Nation who once took
up arms againft him, would have ventured their lives
for him.

Tue People generally mean good, when they
commit evil. The Swedes thought that there was
no Salvation out of the Church of Rome ; fo their
Priefts told them, nor would they or dared they dif-
‘believe their Priefts: And who would not be tena-
cious of the means of Salvation? They had the
fame falfe affurance, upon the fame holy anthority,
that Heretics were enemies to God. So that in
fighting againft Heretics, they only fought God’s
Battles ; in burning of Heretics, they did but exe-
cute God’s vengeance upon God’s enemies.

W no is it that would not obey, when he is con-

vinced that ‘the Almighty commands? Hence the
: power
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power -of Impoftors who fpeak, and govern, and
cheat the People i his name 3 and hence the frenzy
and wickednefs of the People when under the in-
fluence of fuch Impoftdrs. Who will be deterred
by the dread of the block, or checked by the igno-
finy of the gallows, when he confiders the gallows
or the block as the means of martyrdom, and the
way ‘to glory ? Have there not been men who by
the - merit even--of murder, the murder of Kings,
fought to gain a place in Paradife, and‘immortality’
‘amongft men? Wasnot Jacques CLEMENT,
who affaffinated Hzewrv the third of France,
deemed a Martyr ¥ And when his impicus fraternity
the Monks, had roufed  the bloody -Bigot, to perpe-’
trate the deteftable deed, was he not faid to have
been infpired by God 2 It is ‘plain that the wretch
was perfuaded that “he had a call from  Heaven..
Jran pe CHasTel, a youth who attempted
tomurder HEN R v the great, fhewed not the leaft
fign ‘of remotfe athis execution ; {0 ftrongly was the
Enthufiat poffeffed that the murder. of an” Heretic,:
and one excommunicated by the Pope, wasa fetvice:
dcceptable' to God. RavriLyac afterwards ac-
complithed the murder of that incomparable Prince;’
many years after he had ceafed to be a proteftant;t
and been formally reconciled to the Church of Rome,
Tt ghoftly deceivers perfuaded the gloomy Villain,
that the King wasia Feretic in his heart, for that he"
did not ‘perfecute and kill the Proteftants. -
“TuoMas A'BEckE T, amifchievous aﬁ'ummg
Prieft, as this Ifland ever faw, -turbulent, rebellxous,
forfworn, was entitleda Saint and Martyr ; a fellow:
- that really deferved a halter, was complimented with
a crown of glory, and for many. centuries had more
worthip paid him than. JEsus Car1sT. Hewas’
indeed a greater advocate for power ecclefiaftical. .So
enchanted were the People by the cant_and charms
c;f Impdtms, fo utterly bereft of undcrﬁandmg, ,
- 1o
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to adore their deccivers, their enemies, and oppref-
fors! Can thefe People be faid to have been rational,
they who were for exalting fuch as had a manifeft
intereft to keep them blind and humble, an intereft
to get all their property, and to leave them none of
their fenfes? B

IT is enough to mortify and gricve any candid
fpirit, who withes well to humanity, to fec human
nature fo pitifully debafed, human underftanding
{ufpended, loft or turned into a fnare 5 taught to be
angry at common fenfe, and to fubmit to the non-
fenfe of founds ; to learn folly as an improvement 3
to bear flavery as duty and happinefs; to beftow
their wealth upon thofe who inveighed againft wealth,
yet were ever and infatiably purfuing more ; to en-
courage them with great revenues to perform func-
tions which they performed not, but left to others
whom they hired for poor wages ; to perfecute truth,
and fall proftrate before falthood 3 to worfhip names
and garments, common earth, common food, and
common men, with many more abfurdities alike
difgraceful to reafon, alike pernicious to fociety.
Such is the fovereign force of delufion, and fuch
was the charaéter of the Englith Nation, fuch that
of the Englith Clergy, in the days of the great
Englith Saint, THomAs 4 BeckEeT, and till
the Reformation, when the ufe of reafon and con-
{cience was reftored.

Se&. V1. The Peaople not turbulent unlefs fe-
duced or oppreffed : flow to refiff Oppre[lors™
Sfometimes mild even in their juff véngeance :
brave in defence of their Liberties.

T is owing to the arts and induftry of feducers,
that the People are-fometimes uneafy and dii-
content under a good Government 3 for under fuch
a Government they are naturally inclined to ‘be quiet-

and
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and fubmiffive, and it muft be very ill ufage that
will tempt them 'to throw it off, when they are not
firft notorioufly mifled. There were infurrections
againft Gustavus Ericson, {o there were
againft Queen EL1zABE TH, all animated by the
fame fpirit, fuperftition managed and enflamed by
Priefts. But when a juft Adminiftration is once
fettled, and become familiar to the People, and
where no violent innovations are attempted, they
will not be apt to difturb it, nor to with ill to it.
They are in truth very flow to refit, and often
bear a thoufand hardthips before they return one.
The Romans long fuffered the encroachments, in-
fults and tyranny of the lait T a R Qu1N, before
they drove him out, nor would they have done it fo
foon, but for the rape and tragical fate of Luc R k-
T1A. The Dutch endured the Tyranny of Spain,
till that Tyranny grew intolerable. When King
Puirip had Wwantonly violated his folemn oath,
deftroyed their ancient Liberties and ILaws, fhed
their blood, acted like an implacable enemy, and
ufed them like dogs, it was high time to convince
him that they were men, and would continue free
men in fpite of his wicked attempts to enflave them.
They did fo to fome purpofe, to their own immortal
~glory, and eftablithment in perfe& independency,
to his infinite lofs and lafting dithonour.

Tae People of Swifferland groaned long under
the heavy yoak of Auftria, fultained a courfe of
fufferings and indignities too many and too great
for human patience : fo infolent and barbarous were
their Governors, fo tame and fubmiffive the go-
verned. At laft they roufed themfelves, or rather
their oppreflive Governors roufed them, {o as not to
be quelled.  Yer they carried their vengeance no fur-
ther than was barely neceflary for their future fecurity,
"They {pilt little or none of the blood of their Ty-
rants and Tafkmakers, the Rulers from Auﬁ_rig;

w
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who had fo freely fpilled theies, They only con-
dutted thefe lawlefs fpoilers to the borders of the
Country, and there difmiffed them in fafety, under
an oath never more to return into their territories.
‘What could be more flow to refift, what more meek:
in their refliftance, than that brave and abufed Peo-
ple ? They were indeed fo brave, and had been
fo abpfed, as to refolve never more to fubmit to
the Imperial Power. Thenceforth they afferted their
native freedom, and afferted it with amazing valour,
With handfuls of men they overthrew mighty hofts,
and could never be conquered by all the neighbour-
ing Powers. Their exploits againft the Imperial
Armies, againft thofe of Lwis the eleventh,
then Dauphin, againft CHarvLES the bold, Duke
of Burgundy, are fcarce credible. Three hundred
and fifty Swifs routed at one time eight thoufand
Auftrians, fome fay fixteen thoufand. An hundred
and thirteen vanquifhed the Arch-Duke Lzororp’s
Army of twenty thoufand, and killed a great num-
ber; an hundred and fixteen beat another Army of
near twenty thoufand, and flew him.

It was no {mall provocation, no cafual miftakes,
or random fallies of paffion in their Rulers, that
drove the Dutch and the Swifs to expell theirs.
Nos the oppreffion, the Acs of violence were gene-
ral, conftant, deliberate and increafing. For fuch
is the nature of men, efpecially of men in power ;
that they will rather commit two errors than retra&
one; as Lord CLarENDON juftly obferves. Some-
times they will commit a fecond, to fhew that they
are not athamed of the firft, but refolved to defy
refentment, to declare their contempt of the People,
and how much they are above fear and amendment.
Some of them have delighted to heighten cruelty
by mirth and derifion, like him in Swifferland, who
having long infulted and abufed the poor People,
and ftill thinking their fervitude imperfect, fet up

: his
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his Cap in the'maplgestplace, and obliged all that
paffed by to pay-ils yeverence 5 nay; to. punifh one
for- failing in ;dwky.ro'that Cap, -he -caufed him to
place an Applée upon his fon’s head; andat fucha
diftance cleave it with an Arrow.. Was there not

caufe, was it not high time to exterminate fuch in~

ftruments of cruelty ? , :
" DISCOURSE X
The fame Subject continued.

Se&x. 1. The infutuation of Men in powe?: they

are much aptér to opprefs, than the People
© torebel. People oppre(fed rejoice in public
* misfortunes. In difputes between Magi-
' éf;ates and People, the former generally to
- blame.

.l to puth that power and the People’s patience as
‘ far as either will go, and leave no room for a

retreat. ‘Thofe of this {pirit finding the People tame
and_ patient to a certain degree, conclude that they
will or muft be fo to every and the utmoft degree,
and fo never think of taking off their heavy hands,
till the People, grown defperate, throw of them and
their power, and having found no mercy, may be
tempted to fhew none. Promifes of amendment will
then be too late, They will not truft to the faith
and good ufage of one, who had dealt faithlefsly and
barbaroufly with them, even before they had exaf-
perated him by oppofition. His remorfe and pro-
mifes, however fincere, will be thought falfe and en-

: . fnaring 5

I»T is a miferable infatuation of Men in power,

P
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fnaring ; and even of his good actions unkind con-
ftructions will be made . .

Unxp er an evil Adminiftration, or one fufpected
and hated (a misfortune that feldom comes without
caufe) People will rejoice in the public diftrefs, fuf-
fer themfelves to be invaded, fubmit to be van-
quithed, bear national difhonour and private lofs,
rather than affift their Governor to preventit. Thus
the Romans behaved under the Decemvirate. That
People of all others the moft brave, of all others
the moft fignal for public fpirit, refufed to fight,
and bore a defeat; becaufe rather than not be
revenged upon that ufurped Magiftracy, they chofe
that .the public enemy fhould execute that revenge,
and to obtain it, ventured the worft that could befall
themfelves and their Country, Under T1BER 1US,
people received with joy any news of revolts and
mvafions, In the year 1639, the Englifh Nation
was pleafed that the Scots had feized the four north-
ern Counties; and in the Reign of CuarLES
the fecond his Subjets hated the French, becaufe the
King loved them, as a Droll pleafantly told him,
when he was wondering what might be the reafon.

T uE People are fometimes long patient under:
unjult ufage, where it is not altogether violent and
fevere, 'The Romans under the ufurpation of the
Decemvirate, continued peaceable whilft the exercife
of that power was tolerable; nay, they fuffereds
many efforts of Tyranny, oppreflive enormities,
murder, arbitrary 1mprifonment, lawlefs decrees,
and luft pafling for Law, before they had recourfe
to refiftance and felf-defence. At laft' they roufed
themfelves, driven to outrage by outrageous oppref-
fion. This their proud Oppreflors might have fore-
feen, had not power and pride made them alto-.
gether blind, Appius CLavupius the chief of

2 Tnvifo femel principe, feu bene feu male faita premunt.

Vou. IIL N - them
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them, had hardened his fpirit againft all reafon and
tendernefs : So ftrangely was he intoxicated with the
poffeflion of his enormous power. Yet with alf
their provocation, they hurt no man’s perfon. They
at firft threatned high, and fufficient caufe they had :
But by a few reafonable words they were foon
foftened, upon affurance of feeing the ufurpation abo-
lithed. Thefe Ufurpers were like moft others :
They had their authority from the Law, would keep
it againft Law, and ftretch it beyond Law. I could
mention a Commonwealth, in which the People
have feen themfelves for many years, daily divefted
of their rights, and inftead of chufing their Magi-
ftrates themfelves, according to the very fundamen-
tals of their Conftitution, fee their Magiftrates chufe
one another, their Government changed, and an’
Avriftocracy grown out of a popular Government.
‘Fhis public abufe, corruption and breach of Truft,
the People fee, complain of it.indeed, but bear it.
Their patience too may have a period : I with that
they may never be prompted to feek a violent remedy,
fuch as may fhake or overturn their State,
GovERNORS are apt to cénfure the People as
reftlels and unruly, the People their Magiftrates as
unjuft and oppreflive. It is generally very eafy to
decide who are moft to be cenfured. There are
‘many Countries where arbitrary oppreflions are felt
every day, yet not one infurrection or rebellion
known in an age. Power is an incroaching thing,
-and feldom fails to take more than is given., Men
in limited authority are apt to covet more, and
when they have gained more, to take all. The
People, who aim chiefly at proteftion and fecurity,
are content to keep what they have, nor feek to in-
“terfere in matters of Power, till Power has attempted
“to rob them of liberty and right: When thefe are
feized by thofe who are bound to defend them, are
the People to blame for exprefling refentment, and

feeking
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" feeking redrefs ? Itis but the natural Law of felf-
prefervation, a Law that prevails even amongft Brutes;
and is the effe@ of Reafon as well as of Paffion.
In the firft fallies of their wrath, they fometimes
difcharge it violently and fhed blood, and when
juttice s denied, feck redrefs from force: but their
wrath lafts not, and when they once have recovered
their ufurped rights, they even fpare the Ufurpers.

Sc&. 1. The gentlenefs of the People in their
purfuit of fuftice againft oppreffive Magi-
Jirates. How readily Men who have op-
preffed the Law, [eek the protection of the
Laws. The People not revengeful: they
fhew mercy where they have found none.

REMARKABLE was the modefty and in-
nocence of the Roman People, after all the
violent oppreflions of the Decemviri. Even they
from the Camp marched peaceably through the City
under their arms, and when they might have fallen
upon their domeftic enemies, the ten infolent Tyrants,
and deftroyed them at once, they preferved their
temper and civil behaviour, hurt no man’s perfon,
no man’s houfe or fortune. They only defired to be
reinftated in their ancient Liberties, and left thofe
who had ufurped their Liberties to the chaftifement
of the Law, an indulgence which they who had
deftroyed Law could not reafonably have claimed.
It is indeed. remarkable, that Appius CrLavU-
p1vus, the Ringleader of thefe Ufurpers, and the
moft obnoxious to popular vengeance, he who had
abolithed all appeals to the People, appealed to
them himfelf when he faw himfelf reduced to the
condition of a Subjet ; faw himfelf impleaded for
his enormities and lawlefs rule. Could there be a
more mortifying declaration of a man’s own guilt?
He who had deftroyed all the privileges of the Peo-

N 2 ' ple,
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ple; had the confidence to implore the People’s
protection. As a free Roman Citizen he claimed
and prayed an exemption from bonds, after he had
imperioufly bereft the free citizens of Rome of that
juft immunity.

Tre Story is beautifully recounted in the third
book of E1vy. APpprus hashad his fellows in
other countries, men" who would not fubmit to the
decifion of Law when they thought themfelves above
Law ; and afterwards, upon the abatement of their
pride,. were glad to feek its protection ; men who
promoted arbitrary imprifonments without allowing
legal relief from the Tribunals of Juftice, then
.claimed that relief when they came to be imprifoned.
Such men are for equal Juftice, not when other Peo-
ple want it, but when they want it themfelves. Surely
1f any man ought to be-denied the benefic of Juftice,
it is he who will do none: A confideration Wthh
was urged againft APP1US,.

I BerLisve that upon refearch, it will be gene—
rally found, that the People have afed their Rulers
with much more tendernefs than their Rulers have
ufed them ; that mercilefs Ufurpers have found
mercy, and barbarous Tyrants, when depofed, have
not been treated barbaroufly. That mighty man ef
bloed, Syvrra, he who had wantonly maffacred
thoufands, ufurped the Government of Rome, filled
its ftreets with carcaffes, as well as all Italy with
nmurder and lamentation, a monfter of cruelty, an
enemy to his country and all men, lived in fafety
after he had refigned his power; lived in the midft
of Rome, a City which he had ufurped, oppreffed,
and caufed {o often to bleed and mourn: He who by
{fo many violent deaths had made his Country thin,
died in peace.. So gentle and forgiving were the

b Unum Appium Claudium & legum expertem, & civilis &
humani feederis effe.

Romans,
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Romans, that though he walked daily and publicly
amongft them without any precaution, they made no
attempt upon his life, however hateful and guilty.
Doubtlefs the Athenians might have flain their Ty-
rant P1s1sTR ATUS, during fo many years as he
lived privately in exile after they had expelled him,
if their vengeance had prompted them : They fuf-
fered him to live in quiet, let him live to enflave
them again. Towards Dionys1us the younger,
the Syracufians manifefted themfelves equally mild
and unrevengeful. When they were releafed from
that filthy Tyrant, faw him a neceffitous vagabond,
reduced to teach boys, they offered not to difturb
him, fo far were they from feeking his life, but left
him an opportunity of enflaving them once more.
Nay, to an Aunt of his, fifter to the Tyrant his
Father, they always paid the refpet due to a law-
ful Princefs, even after the abolition of Tyranny,
fupported her in princely fort, and buried her mag-
nificently.

T u £ Romans however they regretted the ufurpa-
tion of C&sar, regretted his death more. He
had done them the higheft evil that Man could do,
and they grieved for his lofs. The People of Ifpa-
han, upon the late Revolution in Perfia, fhewed
more grief for the misfortunes of their Emperor
Scuau Hussein than for their own, though
theirs were as great as could befall human nature; and
though from his evil Adminiftration, all their num-
berlefs calamities flowed, firft all their long pillage
and oppreffion, next war, invaders, and defolation,
then famine and a fiege, laftly, their fubjection to
the will and fword of a foreign enemy, figrce, jea-
lous and fanguinary. Yet their chief concern was
for their old Emperor, the author and inviter of all
their fore afflictions, when they faw him about ta
reﬁgn a crown which he was never worthy tg wear,

N 3 L Sedt,
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Se& L. The People not hard to be governed,
- stor unconflant, nor urzgmgful, at leaft not
Jb often as they are accufed.

" AM inclinable to think it fo far from being

- “true, -that the People are hard to be governed,
that ¥ am-afraid the very contrary will prove true,
namely, that they are too eafily to be oppreffed :
Neither is this to their praife. Is it not fufficient
for the character of any Nation, fufficient for their
duty-and glory, to fubmit quietly to juft and hu-
mane, to equal and certain Laws, to which their
Governors themfelves fubmit? Surely, yes. Is it
not infamy rather than loyalty, for People to yield
tamely to the wanton will of Ufurpers and Traitors,
whofe duty it is to prete& them, whofe practice it
is 'to rob them, who will fubmit to no Law, whe
execute - cruelty inftead of Juftice, opprefs men
againft Law, or a&t lawlefly under the name of
Law? What elfe can it be? Here therefore is the
difference between Freemen, who obey righteous
Laws, and Slaves, who muft obey the worft and
any.

); K~ow not in the world very many Govern-
ments that do not make a fhift, and fome of them
ufe not very good fhifts, to fupply themfelves with
as much power as they well wart, and as much
revenue as the People can fpare. Nor do the People
ufually refufe or envy them a competent portion of
either, nor even fome exceffes and extravagance in
both.  But when nothing will fuffice lefs than a power
to deftroy as well as to proted, nothing lefs than
beggaring the Subjets inftead of taxing them; when
the Laws are annulled or defpifed, and their birth-
right feized 5 are they unconftant and ungovernable,

ecaufe they feel wrong, and feek right? Who can be
<caly under diftrefs, or thankful for barbarous ufage ?

N When
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When men are made great in order to do great good,
thofe who made them fo, and for whofe fake they
are {o, will murmur, if they are difappointed, efpe-
cially when inftead of great good, they are repaid
with great evil. ‘

SucH as become enemies to their benefactors
cannot wonder if their benefactors refent ingratitude
fo glaring, and fo faithlefs a return. Violence,
efpecially violence from men who owe us good ufage,
will fooner or later be returned with violence, and
ought to be. Not mere power, but protection is
entitled to duty and gratitude, and whoever fets up
for governing without proteting, muft not be fur-
prized to meet with deteftation inftead of affection,
contempt inftead of honour, oppolition inftead of
fubmiffion, Good Government makes a good Peo-
ple 5 nor will the good complain of the good. Where
the People are bad, it will be prefumed that their
Rulers have made them fo: And then who has moft
reafon to complain? Perhaps the People are ac-
counted bad for adhering ftubbornly to their Li-
berty and Laws: To rail at them for this, is to
make them a high compliment, and a fevere con-
tumely upon their Governors ; namely, that they
- would be Oppreflors, but their People are too vir-
tuous and brave to let them,

T u e State of Gz~ o 4 had recoutfe to the French
King for protection againft her Enemies. ¢ No,
¢ faid the King; the Devil may have. that People
¢¢ for me, they are only fit for fuch a Governor.”
A {peech which has been repeated as a Satire upon
them ever fince, yet was really a very great Praife,
whatever he intended. He had once before under-
taken their Protection, and fent them Troops, who
indeed relieved them from the former enemy, but
proved a worfe. To repay themfelves for faving
the Republic, they wanted to deftroy it ; to enflave
it, becaufe they had delivered it from flavery. For

N 4 fuch
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fuch heinous Treachery and Tyranny the People
drove them out, and provoked that Prince by pre-
ferving themfelves. For this he gave them to the
Devil as a proper inftrument to revenge his quarrel.
‘What would he have had of them? to have been
thankful for changing their condition without make-
ing it better ? to have grown prefently eafy, be-
caufe they had changed their Oppreflors, but were
_ ftill opprefled? to have kiffed the Iron rod, only
for that it was new, though as heavy as the old,
and been humbly fatisfied with whips and racks,
chains and rapine, beggary and death? Could they
take cruelty to be mercy ? Could they reverence the
blackeft treachery, and fubmit tamely to fervitude
from thofe whom they employed and paid to abolifh
it? Did they belong to the Devil for refufing to
- facrifice their Freedom and Property, their Families,
Lives, and every human happinefs, to the lufts and
{poil of enemies, or to fuch as were worfe than ene-
mies, faithlefs friends ? '

Se&. IV. The People falfly charged with
_ Ficklene[s, and Ingratitude, and Rebellion
in refifting Oppreffors and Tyramts. All
Tyrants, all who affume lawle(s rule, are
Rebels, and the greateft. ' ‘

JUST fuch caufe of anger had King JaMEs to
J the People of England, &¢. of whom he was
wont to make the fame complaint, that they were a
fickle, giddy and rebellious People: A flander that.
turned wholly upon himfelf, who had alienated their
affections by ufing them like flaves,” by governing
them without and againft Law, and, for a limited
Englith Monarchy, fetting up a boundlefs T'yranny.
It was not enough to" be trufted with the power of
protecting them, the nobleft Truft that mortal man
can poffefs; No; he muft have a power alfo t%[ de-
S Satabii Ak Bttt atk it " froy
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ftroy them, which none but a Deftroyer can want,
Three great free Natians could not, would not bear
to be tyrannized by ane trufted and fworn to protedt
them. If a man whom I take for a guard become
an affaflin, and turn upon me the arms which I gave
him to defend me, am I blameable for difcharging
him? Will any but affaffins blame me? If King
J amEs was not fatisfied with the conditions of the
Monarchy, he might have .declined accepting it
No man would have taken him by force, and made
him a King. Inreceiving it he recejved a Truft for
the benefit of the People, attended with all reafonable
advantages, with all poflible glory to himfelf. This
Truft he inglorioufly perverted, and applyed it
treacheroufly to' their fubverfion. When he ought
to have made the Law his rule, according to his
duty and his oath, he made his Will his Law, or
rather the will of his bigoted Queen and of his hot-
headed Priefts. Acrami’c the Conftitution he fet up
the {word, his outlawed Priefts againft the eftablithed
Church, Romlih Superftition againft the Proteftant
Religion, and an Army of Papifts againft a Prote-
ftant People, 'This was fuch abfolute T'reafon againft
the Pubhc, that the People muft have been fickle
and wicked indeed, had they given.up the ancient
Laws, their Property, Liyes, and juft Rights into the
Jjaws of this violent, this enormous and upttart Power,
calculated always to deftroy, never to fave.

W E R E the People fickle for '1dhermg to their old
Conftitution ? were they changeable in not fubmitting
to a change, an avowed and violent change of their
ancient Government 2 Were they ungovernable, be-
caufe: they rejected mlfgovernmentP ungrateful for
defendmg their Lives and Eftates againft the Ufur-
pation of thofe who owed them all gratitude? Were
they Rebels in maintaining the Law againft fuch as

were open Rebels to Law, and infolently profeffed
to be above Law, though vefted with power to Proc;
: et
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te¢t Law, the only juft end of power? People that
will not be opprefled, will always be reckoned un-
governable by men who are, or who would be Op-
- preflors, and enemies to Oppreffion will be ftiled
enemies of Government. It will be feditious to blame
the excefles of Power, infolent to mention the info-
lence of thofe who abufe Power ; it will be the fign
. of a turbulent fpirit, to diftinguifh between public
right and wrong, between Government and Tyranny,
nor will it be enough to own all good Government
to be irrefiftible, but the worft and the abufe of the
beft muft be likewife irrefiftible: To complain of
Tyranny, will be Faction ; to throw it off, Rebel-
Jion. They who opprefs are the firft and greateft
Rebels ; and for the opprefled to turn upon them,
is but to refift Rebellion, is but to do a juft and a
-patural action. . Whoever violates the Laws of rea-
fon, equity and nature, whoever violates the Laws
of his Country, whatever ftation or name he bear,
is a Rebel, fubjeét to the Laws againft Violence and
Rebellion.  Tyrants, therefore, and lawlefs Oppref-
fors are the higheft and moft confummate Rebels in
the world, capital Traitors to God and Man, and
punifhable by all the Laws of God and of Reafon.

Sc&k. V. Pegple who are [laves love not
their Prince [o affectionately, nor can de-

 fend bim fo bravely, as thofe who are free.

EAK and poor is that loyalty which refu]ts

Y 'V only from force and fear, nor can it laft longer
than does the flavith paffion which creates it, but goes
with it, as it comes with it. Whenever the dread
is gone, fo is the loyalty, or follows him who caufes
fuperior dread. From a People that are flaves, no
* Prince can expet fteady duty and adherence. Let
~gho will mafter them, they can be but flayes, and
therefore
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therefore have fmall reafon to oppofe one who cannot
well make their condition worfe, or to abide by him

who has made it fo bad, and would not make it
better. Nor have they {pirit to defend him, though:
they were willing.  They are in the field what they
are at home, pufilanimous, abject, cowardly. Hence

moft of the great Monarchies have been overturned,:

at leaft always beaten, almoft as foon as attacked,

efpecially when by Freemen the attack was made,

Thus DA Rr1vs fell before the Greeks, who in all

encounters, and with few men againft muldtudes,

had been long accuftomed to vanquith the Great

King, and at laft feized his many Kingdoms, as
long before they would have done, but for their own

domeftic jealoufies and ftrife, Thus too AN T 10-

cHuUs fell before the Romans, and thus TiGRANES.

Lvucuvrvrus faid well, that ¢ the Lion never counts

¢ the number of the Sheep,” when he, who led but

fourteen thoufand men, little more than two Legions,

was told what myriads he had to encounter. It was

indeed an encounter between Lions and Sheep, nor

found his men fo much occafion for fighting as for.
laughing, to fee fucha vaft hoft frightened and flying

before a handful of men. From the little free State

of the Samnites, the Romans found more danger and’

oppofition than from-all the abfolute Princes in the

world. Such is the mighty difference between the

fpirit of Freemen and of Slaves, between men who
live and fight for themfelves, and meén who breathe

and act at the mere mercy of another,

I'n the Eaft the fervitude of the People is as blind
and complete, as Tyranny, and Art, and Super-
ftition can make it. Does this Slavery in the Peo-
%le, Slavery the moft ftupid and abject, fecure the
Prince, and fortify his Throne ? So far otherwife, that
the Eaftern Kings, they who are fuch abfolute Ma-
fters of the lives and fortunes of their Subjeéts, are
thence the more unfafe, and thence their Thrones the’

more
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miore unftable and wavering. The higher he is, the
more violent and probable is his fall. The People
indeed profefs to adore him : Yes, becaufe they are
forced ; or whether they do it through fear or fuper-
fition, their adoration is not accompanied with per-
fonal love ; and the nearer he approaches to a God,
the lefs affection he has from men. Where the dif-
tance is fo vaft, there can be no intercourfe of mutual
" kindnefs, nor can aught which cayfes only awe and
terror, ever caufe love and tendernefs. He who
would gain his People’s hearts, muft not fet himfelf
too high, nor them too low. Between perfons who
would continue cordial friends fome equality muft
be preferved, whether they be private men, or Kings
_and People,

Se&t. VL. The weak and precarious condition
zf the greateft Prince, who is not beloved
oy his People. No Tyrant can be, and
why. ;

EOPLE who poffefs ne certain property, nor
eftablithment in their Country, are under no

tye to their Country, nor holden by any obligation
to their Prince. So that, asa LouB1ERE ob-
ferves in his hiftorical relation of S1a m, fince they
muft bear the fame yoke under any Prince what-
foever, and fince it is impofiible to bear a heavier,
they never concern themfelves about the fortune of
‘their Prince.  He fays, experience fhews that upon
the leaft trouble or attempt, they let the Crown go
quietly to him, whoever he be, that has moft force
or moft policy. A Siamefe will readily die to dif-
charge private hate, to be releafed from a wretched
life, or to efcape a cruel Death : but to die for their
Prince and Country, is a virtue unknown there.
They want the motives which animate free men :
they have no liberty, no certain propeity, confe-
"‘ ' quently
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quently no attachment to their native foil. Info-
much that thofe of them who are taken captives by
the King of Pegu, will refide peaceably in that Coun-
try, at a {mall diftance from their own frontiers:
They foon forget their native abodes, where they
knew nought but fervitude, and bear the prefent
becaufe no worfe than the paft. The Natives of
Pegu too; when carried into Siam; fhew the fame
indifference to f=turn home, and for the fame reafon.
The Kings of the Eaft, fays he, are regarded as the
adoptive Sons of Heaven, their fouls believed to be
celeftial, in virtue as much tranfcending other fouls,
as their royal lot appears happier than that of the
reft of men. Yet if one of their Subjeéts revolt;
the People begin prefently to doubt which of the
two fouls is moft valuable, that of the lawful Prince,
or that of the rebellious Subject, and whether the
heavenly adoption be not paffed from the King to
the Subjeét. Their Hiftories are full of fuch exam-
ples. He likewife quotes Father MaRrRTINIUS,
who fays that the Chinefe are often perfuaded, that
in changing their Sovereign they follow the will of
Heaven, and have fometimes preferred a common
Robber to the reigning Prince.

Bu T befides, fays he, that fuch defpotic authority
is almoft deftitute of defence, the exercife of it cen-
tering altogether in the Prince, is weak for want of
fpreading and communication. Whoever would dif-
pofiefs the Prince, has little more to do than to take
upon him the fpirit and perfon of a Prince ;5 becaufe
all the authority being confined to one, and exerted -
but by one, is prefently transferred,. for want of many
employed and interefted to preferve it ; and there is
none but the Prince concerned or able to defend the
Prince. He adds, that it appears, that in the anci-
ent rebellions in China, whoever feized the royal
Seal, prefently rendered himfelf -mafter of all 5 for
the People always obeyed orders where-ever the Seal

appeared,
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appeared, without enquiring in whofe hands it was.

Such too is the jealoufy and care-with which the
King of Siam keeps his, which he trufts with no
man, as to make it credible, that the obedience of
the People there alfo follows the Seal. So that the
chief danger of thefe Princes arifes from things whencs
they hope their chief fecurity, whether it be from a
great Army, or a Seal: Whoever gains thefe, is
prefently King. The fame is true of a great Trea-
fure, the laft refource in arbitrary Governments.

“The People there are under a continual ftate of ruin
and poverty, and being conftantly drained, cannot
furnith any fudden fupply upon fudden exigency.
‘The Prince therefore muft truft to what he has, and
that likewife being liable to be feized, may be turned
againft him, may ferve to exalt the Ufurpcr Upon
thiszA LOuBIERE remarks juftly, that befides
the exhaufting and fpoiling of the People, by draw-
ing from them great fums to fill his treafure, it fre-
quently helps forward the ruin of him who has ga-
thered it, and as it was collefted to preferve him,
it is employed and diffipated to undo him. This is
the fubftance of what that Author fays in the latter
part of the fourteenth Chapter, Part the third.

So much does a Prince gain by boundlefs power,
by enflaving his People, and having an intereft and
purfe different from theirs. They have no ability to
fupport him, nor any reafon: They have no money
to give him, ‘becaufe he has taken all, or too much
they have nothing of their own to defcnd and why
fhould they defend him, fince by lofing hxm, they
lofe nothing ¢

DIS-
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DISCOURSE XL
Of Nobility.

Se. 1. The political caufe of Nobility. They
are readily refpeéted by the People : apt to
opprefs.  Nobility without Virtue, what.
T/JZ Spirit of Nobility, what it oughs
1o oe.

3 FTER fo much faid about the People, it

may not be improper to add {fomething con-

cerning the Nobility. As by the People I
mean not the idle and indigent rabble, under which
name the People are often underftood and traduced,
but all who have property, without the privileges of
Nobility ; fo by the latter I mean fuch as are poffel-
fed of privileges denied to the People.

I~ a State no man ought to rife above the reft,
without giving the reft fome equivalent for fuch
fuperiority ; and for all public diftinction there ought
to be fome public merit. As itis wife in a Prince
or a State to employ men of virtue and capacity, it
is but juft to reward them, This was the natural rife
of the Roman Senators, chofen for their ability and.
experience to direct the State, and dignified with the
tile of Confeript Fathers, as were their defcendents
by that of Patricians. ‘Their duty arofe from their
dignity, and their dignity recompenfed their duty.
Thus they merited their pre-eminence and popular
eftimation 3 nor did the People ever fail in reverence
to them, until they failed in their refpect to the Peo-
ple, and hardly then. So natural it is for power to
encroach, and fo much apter are men in authority

1)
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‘to depart from moderation, than the People fromi
fubjeétion.  As property begets power, fo does
power property i The Senators; they who fwayed
the State, engroffed the riches of the State. The
People were poor, and kept poor by the Nobility,
who opprefled them by exceffive dfury, and when
they could not fatisfy the debt, feized their perfons,
and kept then ih bonds. The violence was too great;
the ufage too ignominiots to be always borne by a
free and bold People, who therefore in their own
defénce forced the Nobility to allow them Magi-
ftrates and Protectors of theirown. Thus began the
opular Tribunes, Officers who frequently mortified
the Nobility, taught the People to afpire in their
turn, and to affert a right to all the higheft Honours.
"This was the effeét and punifhment of Patrician Pride.
The People were cantent to be governeds but when
their Governors infulted and oppreffed them, they
affumed a fhare in governing themfelves.

“THE People are the materials of Governmient,
their protetion its end, nor can it have any other s
and that Government is a Monfter where the People
have no fhare, fuch a Monfter as natute produces not,
a Head unconcerned for the Body and Members,
and, inftead of nourithing, devouring them. In So--
ciety no man fhould be higher than others, but for
the good of others ; when that good is not obtained,
when he confiders himfelf only for himfelf, and pur-
fues his own advantage to the hurt of others, his
elevation is prepofterous ; it is againft juftice and
nature, and better he defcend than all men fink.
Nature produces no Nobility, nor do the greateft
when they come into the world, furpafs the meaneft:
in features, complexion or ftrength. The difference
is created by civil eftablithment, which confers No-
bility for political ends, but cannot convey a great
foul with a great name, any more than ftature or

ftrength. It would be well, if, when the beft men
. are
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are thus raifed, their defcendents would continue to
refemble them. When they do not, their degene-
tacy is a fcandal to themfelves as well as injurious
to the Public, and thence the more {fcandalous. For
being elated none of them have any caufe, fince it is
incumbent upon them to furpafs others in Virtue as
well as in Title.

Nosi1L1T vy without Virtue is but exalted infamy,
and the fevereft thing you can fay of a great man,
isto call him mean ; and mean he is if he do mean
things, let his name be ever fo founding ; nay, he
1s mean when his behaviour is not great. The ab-
fence of good qualities is abundant reproach; but
where he has many evil and none good, he becomes
a difgrace to his Country, ought to be the {fcorn of
his order, and configned to the rabble, as he is al-
ready one of them in mafquerade. His fpirit ought
to- be noble like his name, full of private benevo-
lence, full of public zeal, abhorring corruption, de-
ipifing little perfonal advantages, doing juftice to
every man, {eeking the good of all men ; his exam-
ple illuftrious as his title, above falthood, above
lucre. It is thus he deferves fuperiority and praife,
and were he not noble, has a claim to be fo. He
honours a great ftation more than a great ftation can
him. Greatnefs of foul is above the gift of man;
a Crown cannot convey it, but only diftinguith it,
and does honour to itfelf by honour fo beftowed.
Little to be valued is that reverence which is paid
only to title and rank ; nor will a wife man much
regard that refpect which would be paid to his foot-
man, were his footman in the fame ftation. Truz
efteem is always perfonal. 'What men pay to for-
tune and accidents, is only flattery or fafhion, and
in it the heart has no fhare.

Vou. IIL o Se.
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Sct. 1. The Duty of a Nobleman to his
Country. In Virtue and public Spirit he
ought to furpafs otkers.

MAN of great title with a little and evil
A mind, is worfe and more defpicable than the
loweft of the vulgar, who are often bad through
mere neceflity and ignorance, as well as through a
vicious education. Even poverty cannot excufe the
baf actions of a man of rank. He who has a wor-
thy mind, will not aét poorly even in poverty ; he
will confider his Duty and Honour preterably to his
wangs, and bear calamity rather than reproach.
All Noblemen fhould be the ornaments of Society,
elfe Society cannot efteem them, nor ought ; for their
integrity is of great concernment to the Public. Ac-
cording to- the meafure of their Virtue or Corrup-
tion, the State often thrives or decays, efpecially
where they have a large fhare in making the Laws,
and in dire&ting the Adminitration. Itis but com-
non honeity to be juft to their Country, to confult
and promote its intereft 5 it is no more than the duty
which all men owe it3; and upon public men, men
of eminence and title, this duty is more particularly
incumbent : They are of moft confideration, they
are better qualified (it is to their irreparable thame
it they are not) and they are already pofleficd of their
reward, by being what they are.

Waoever is indifferent about the intereft of
his Country, let his condition be ever fo low, is un-
worthy to live in it, and it ought to drive him out;
for he who is not its friend, is its enemy. Though
he may have no fortune, he has ftill {omething valu-
able to. engage him; he has a life tolofe or to be
protected, and by being protected by the Public, he
is bound, nay, he is paid to with it well and to de-
tend it.  Befides this, common humanity, the intereft,

‘ ‘ and
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and diftrefs, and prefervation of his acquaintance and
neighbours, or relations, are powerful calls upon him
to love and promote the good of the whole. He
who has no public Virtue can hardly be thought to
have any other 3 fince out of a complication of pri-
vate virtues public virtue arifes, out of tendernefs and
mercy, out of generofity and goodnefs of fnirit, out
of friendfhip and juttice, out of love for Liberty, and
Right, and Peace, as likewife from an averfion to

Intrufion and Violence, to Ufurpation and Servitude.
A passion for the public Weal is the nobleft
paffion that can poflefs the heart of man, and he
who has it not can have little elfe that is good or
laudable there. A benevolent heart interefts it felf
even in the concerns of remote Nations, and in Re-
volutions which befell many ages ago. Who can
read of free Nations falling into bondage, of Virtue
deprefled, of Villainy exalted, without fympathy and
commiferation ? Who, even at this diftance, or a
thoufand ages hence, can behold the divine BRuTus
perithing in defence of the moit righteous ccufe upon
earth, behold the debauched AN THON v, the faith-
lefs OcT avivus, triumphing in the worft, without
being touched with indignation, touched with for-
row? Or fee, without emotion and heavinefs, thefe
and the fucceeding Tyrants mowing down, with
fettled fury, whatever was good and glorious amongft

men ?

. I'r public Spirit be the duty of all men, the duty
not only of the middle, but the loweft order, how
much public Spirit is to be expected from the No-
bility, from them upon whom their Country has
poured its higheft favours, upon whom it thould rely
for the laft zeal and fervices? What can be fo juit,
what fo dear, what {o noble and comprehenfive,
what fo much a duty, as to love and maintain what
gave us not only birth, but fortune, honours and
diftinction ? It is but gratitude to a generous bene-
(O] factor:
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factor : and if we are ungrateful, fo fovereignly un~
grateful, what good quality have we? Againft Ingrates
the ancient Perfians had an exprefs Law, very penal
and rigorous. ‘They confidered ingratitude as the
fource of all enmrities amongft men, and an indication
of the vileft {pirit, nor believed it poffible for an un-
grateful man to love the Gods or Men, or his Friends,
Parents, or Country. Surely he that loves not the
laft, can love none of the reft, and ingratitude to
one’s Country implies univerfal ingratitude.

Set. lII. A Nobleman void of good Qiua-
lities, or poffefsed with bad, a miferable
Charaiter. The Bafenefs and Corruption
of the Roman Nobility s its fatal confe-
quence.

NOBLEMAN and not a Patriot, is a wild
contradiction, at beft a pitiful and depraved
charafter. What is he? Surely not worthy to bear
any truft for his Country, or to thine in her honours,
if he make no confcience of his truft, if he betray
it, or be indifferent about it, or want public faith
and zeal, uncorruptible faith and affectionate zeal.
As public Honours fhould be given for public Spirit,
public Spirit fhould ever accompany public Honours:
nor without that has any man a right to thefe, either
to obtain them or to keep them. By fuch an effen-
tial defe€t and difqualification he degrades himfelf,
and forfeits what he has no capacity to enjoy. He
is afterwards to be confidered as an Intruder, a Mimic
who indeed acts a part, but fuftains no real Dignity.
Nor can the ornaments and prerogatives of his Order
ferve for aught but to expofe him to conftant ridicule
and defpight ; like many of the Nobility in the time
of SarvrusT, who fays of them, ¢ That they were
¢¢ like fo many Statues, and befides their pompous

¢ pame had nothing to recommend them.”
THE
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- Tue fupidity of the Roman Nobility was far
from being their worft quality. They were cor-
rupted, debauched, oppreffive, infolent, venal ; mer-
cenary men who betrayed the Public, who debafed
themfelves to make vile traffic of their voices and
power in the State, fold Juftice, fold Countries,
gave judgment againft the Innocent for money, or
neglected to do it when §he Innocent had none: For
money they protetted public Enemies, for money
authorized domeftic Oppreflors. Whoever weuld
fee a true picture of them, need only read the ftory .
of the War againft JucurTHA finely told by
SavrvrusT. By their Corruption they haftened the
downfal of Liberty, of which in truth corrupt men
are never worthy. What they afterwards fuffered
in the civil war, from the rage of Ulfurpers, was a
juft punifhment upon them for fuch fhameful dege-
neracy and corruption.  Thenceforth they ferved for
continpal facrifices to fucceeding Tyrants. They
might thank themfelves: Had they been juft and
uncorruptible, they might have faved themfelves and
the State. By their Corruption and Venality, by
their Pride and Oppreflion, they had loft their
. power. '
W H £ N EVER Government becomes corrupt and
oppreflive, it grows from that moment hated and
weak. Hence ambitious men find temptation and”
opportunity to overturn it. They will find enough
to fay againtt it, and enow to hear them ; what they
fay will be greedily fwallowed. The lot that is dif~
liked, is generally believed the worft that can hap-’
pen, another is defired, and a remedy hoped from a
change, which feldom brings one. “Whenever the
prefent Governors are hated, their Competitors are
fyre of being admired, though perhaps much worfe.
But the evil which is immediately felt is thought
heavieft, and to get rid of it, a heavier is often in-
curred, Befides men will venture a mifchief to them-
03 felves,
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felves, if by it they can affli¢t their enemies. The
Roman Nobility had provoked the Roman People,
fo tiat both purfuing {eparate intetefls fell naturally
ynder the dominion of one. The like happened in
‘Denmark : All public burdens and taxes were laid
upon the People, nor would the Nobility bear any
part, but treated them with fcorn and oppreffion.

The injured People took bitter vengeance, made the
King abfolute to- make the Nobility Slaves. Thefe
made once a great figure: At prefent a fmall Officer
in the Army s of more account than a Nobleman of
Denmark.

Se&. IV. The beginning of public Corruption
generally from the Nobility : How ruinous
this to the Public, and to themfelves.

HE firft gr,ea-t, blow that was given to the
Liberties of France, was given by the Nobi-

lity, who confented, in the reign of C 4 R LES the
feventh, as PurLip de ComInEs obferves, that
the Court fhould raife money upon their Tenants,
for the venal confideration of having fhare of that
money to themfelves’, He adds that by this that
King brought a heavy fin upon his own foul and
upon that of his Succeffors, and gave his Kingdom-
a wound which would continue long to bleed. Upon
this occafion, T cannot forbear quoting another paf-
fage from that good Frenchman, that honeft Poli-
tictan, worthy Hiftorian, ¢¢ Is there, fays he, a
¢ Prince upon earth, who has power to lay a fingle
~¢¢ penny upon his Subjects, without the grant and
¢ confent of thofe who are to pay it, otherwife
¢¢ than by Tyranny and Violence ?--—No Prince can
¢ levy it, unlefs through Tyranny, and under the
i A cecy confentirent les Seigneurs de France, pour certaines

penfions qui leur furent promifes, pour les deniers qu*on leveroit
en leurs terres.

¢ penalty
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<¢ penalty of excommunication. But there are thofe
¢ who are brutifh enough not to know what they
¢ can do or omit in this affair.”

Tuxrst impofitions grew monftrous, almoft as
foon as they grew arbitrary : CuaRrLES the feventh,
who began them, never raifed annually above an
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds. His Son
Lrwis XI. almoft trebled that Revenue; and
fince then all that the Kingdom and People had,
even to their fkins, has hardly been thought fufficient
tor their Kings. All this might have been eaﬁl{
forefeen ; buta little prefent lucre blinded the French
Nobility. ’

By money got with their confent, the Court could
maintain Armies without their confent ; and it was
too late'to defend their public privileges, when they
had given away the public purfe, the firft and great-
eft privilege, the bulwark of all the reft. They
afterwards found, by dear experience, that nothing
which hurts their Country could in the iffue benefit
them, and that in betraying the rights of the Public,
they had betrayed their own. By flattering and ex-
alting the Crown for fome prefent gratuity, fome
poor perfonal advantages, they brought themfelves
to a flavith dependence upon the Crown for all the
advantages of honour and life. Neither could the
Crown be blamed for giving them money, if it was
true that they would not do their duty, would not
ferve their Country without money. By it however
they gained little.  Befides the meannefs and difgrace
of it, what they got corruptly, they wafted prodi-
gally, and ruined their pofterity without mending
their own condition. It was moreover a temptation
to the Crown to grafp at all, {ince whatever is covet-
ed, it knew how to accomplith. ”

Wua T the Nobility did,. others were too ready
to imitate, and the Court took advantage of the
venality of all, So that MezER A v had too much

- O 4 caufe
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caufe to fay what he does of the States-General hol-
den in the beginning of the reignof CHARLES the
eighth, that the Prefident of the States, many of the
Ecclefiaftics, and feyeral Deputies, fold themfelves
to the Court, and betrayed the public caufe. It muft
be owned that whatever the Court acquired this way,
was but a poor acquifition, not the hearts of the Peo-
ple, but the venal mouths of their Deputies. Nor
can a Monarchy be ever ftrengthened by any acqui-
fitions which weaken the People. It is at beft but
the ftrength of a man in a frenzy and convulfions,
mighty for a time, and fupernatural, but ending in
miferable faintnefs, languor and death.

Se. V. The advantages of public Liberty
to the Nobility. How faft Tyrants-defiray
them. The [trange degeneracy of the Ro-
man Nobility : contemptible, yet proud :

 fubject to be degraded for bafe Morals or
Poverty.

N a free Country the Nobility have room to ex-

ercife all their virtues: Under an arbitrary Prince
what virtue they have they muft hide ; fince if it be
fignal, they may find it fatal. It is certain that by
moft it is marked with a jealous eye, and fuch jea-
loufy feldom fleeps or forgives®. The Politics of
almoft all the C&£s A rs were nothing elfe than
bloody devices to murder every man of quality
{ignal for any virtue military or civil, or for wealth
and family, TaciTus is full of fuch examples,
and I have elfewhere referred to them. It was
treafonable to be noble; capital to be rich; cri-
minal to have borne honours, criminal to have de-
- clined them; and the reward of worth and virtue
was quick and inevitable deftruction; fays T a c1-

b Promptiflimus quifque favitia Principis interciderat. Tac,
' ' ’ TUS.
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?ys. So that men of charatter, poflefled of great
gqualities, were, for fafety, obliged to difguife them,
and to appear, againft nature, mean, fawning, de-
bauched, and even ftupid, like the firft BruTus
under Tarquin. The natural heavinefsof GarLsa
was fuppofed to be affumed, purpofely to efcape the
deadly fufpicion of the feveral Tyrants under whom
he had lived, Such was the fplendor of his race,
and fuch the terrible fpirit of thofe times (which he
had efcaped) that thence colour was miniftered for
beftowing the name of real wifdom upon that which
in him was real heavinefs, as the fame author ob-
ferves. Through this fear and precaution, under
the Tyranny of DoMiTian, TaciTus fays,
men were {o careful to conceal their faculties, that
they loft a great {pace of their life in filence and non-
exiftence, infomuch that they had furvived not only
athers but themfelves. Now where was the advan-
tage, where the honour of being Noble, when fuch
as were Noble were obliged to act meanly, and to
feem mean? It was all mock-honour, and a mis-
fortune to poffefs it, Under fuch preflure and ter-
rors could virtue rife or flourifh, a thing teo rare
even where it was encouraged ?

I~ faét moft of the Nobility were what they feem-
ed, corrupt, bafe, fervile, void of {pirit and virtue,
deftitute of accomplithments, in name only and for-
tune diftinguithed from the Rabble, and therefore
worfe than they. Ridiculous is 2 noble name with-
out noble qualities. Is a fruit-tree to be regarded,
which bears no fruit? The reafoningof MaRrR1US is
unanfwerable®. The illuftrious virtue of the founder
of a family, is but a perpetual reproach upon his
defcendants, if they want virtue. The merit of our
forefathers derives none upon us, no more than their

¢ Quanto vita illorum praclarior, tanto horum focordia fla-
gitioﬁor,

crimes
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crimes do guilt.  Is it any praife to a coward, that
he had an anceftor who was brave ? He has much
caufe to be afbamed, none to glory, yet probably
~ will glory in fpite of thame. .The lefs merit gene-
rally the more pride, and nothing is more common
than to find in very worthlefs, in very corrupt men,
notable ftatelinefs and infolence. I have known men
of the moft faftidious fpirit and confident micn, do
aétions little and bafe, known them falfe, fordid,
unjuft. What can be more odious than fuch men,
what more contemptible ? Do not Titles and Ho-
nours, if they have any, render them more con-
temptible, more odious? For a great man to be
difhoneft and corrupt, is infumy in abundance ; but
when to corruption and difhon:fty he adds infolence
and difdain, he is completely infamous, and claims
abhorrence from all men.

It was part of the officc of the public Cenfors at
Rome, to weed the Senate, and to degrade unwor-
thy Senators: Nor could that illuftrious digpity be
gained or kept without a fuitable tortune. It was
not thought honourable or fafe, thac any one with
an 11l charaéer and no eftate, thould a& and vote
amongft Magiftrates and Lawgivers 5 that a man of
bad morals fhould direct the public manners, and
difpofe of property, yet havenone. Nor was aught
more juft, than that they who had the fpirit of the
worft Plebeians, as well as the poverty, fhould be
reduced into the clafs of men whom. they refembled.
A Senator was at firft no more than a Plebeian well
accomplifhed, and therefore ennobled ; and it was but
reafonable, that Senators, who wanted accomplifh-
ments, fhould be declared Plebeians again, when in
effe&t they were fo before. Nobility was the price
of worth, and without worth, reckoned Ufurpation,
It was thought equitable ufage, as to raife men of
merit, {o to pull down men who happened to be
raifed wichout it, 'The worthlefs Nobility were 2

' . fcandal
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fcandal to the worthy, as well as to their own an-
ceftors 3 nor was it juft that the worft fhould be
ennobled, when the beft could be no more. Great
qualities were accounted natural Nobility, fuch as
no favour, no power could beftow ; and the power
which exalted worthlefs men, was thought rather to
debafe it felf than to honour them. Befides it was
difgraceful and dangerous to the State, ‘that men un-
qualified, corrupt, venal, infamous, thould be allowed
any fhare in the fway ; that an Ignorant and a Mer-
cenary fhould have equal weight with the ableft Se-
nators, and upright Patriots,

Se&. VL. Public Virtue juftly due from the
Nobility to the ‘Public. They ought to be
zealous for Liberty upon their own ac-
count.

T is but juft to the Publick, for men to merit the
ftations which they hold in it, to render them-
felves worthy of the privileges and emoluments
which they enjoy from it. - To take a reward with-
out deferving it, is a fort of robbery, efpecially when
to that reward public Service and Duty are annexed.
The Nobility of a Country have more advantages
from it than the reft of the Natives, and are there-
fore more bound in honour and confcience to ferve it,
It is for this only they are, or thould be Noble.
For their own fake alfo they are bound to ftudy
its profperity, and to guard its Liberty and Laws.
Where thefe are precarious, fo will be their dignity,
~which can never be fafe where Liberty is not fo,
unlefs in an eftablithed Ariftocracy, of which Ido
not now fpeak. By fuch righteous condu&, a
conduct fo worthy of public Leaders, fo incum-
bent upon the Protectors of their Country, they’
entail fecurity upon their families, and glory uﬁo_n
their
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their own name. - For under Tyranny even the me--
. mory of great Men is denied Juftice. ArvrLE-
¥us RusTicus was condemned for having pub-
lithed the life and praifes of THR AsEA P&ETUS,
a glorious Patriot murdered by N ero, who hated
bim for his virtue, which the Monfter laboured to
extirpate from the earth, HerennNr1us SEwEe-
c10 was put to death under DomiT1aN, for
doing the like juftice to the virtuous memory of
Hervipius Priscus. Ewven the books were
"doomed to the flames; fo zealous were thefe Ty-
rants to deftroy the name as well as the life of every
excellent perfon. But in fpite of the Tyrants, in
fpite of all their power and rage, thofe precious
fdames are fill preferved, fill praifed: So will be
the names of all great Men remarkably good 3 ard,

to heighten the glory of thefe, the infamy of great
bad Men, will be never fuffered to perith. Here
therefore is the choice, to be immortal in Pralfe, or
_m Reproach. '

DISCOURSE XII.
Of pubhc Teachmg and Teachcrs

Sc&. 1. . Whoever is head of the State ought
20 éf head of the Religon of the State..

The force of early mzprejf ons, -with their
y_[é aml abufe.

ACITUS fays, that no Government was

~ever fufficiently powerful to reprefs the tur-

" bulent fallies of a people, who were.once

brought to fanctify and defend the evil doings and:

devices of men as real parts and aéts of Religion, -
. Never
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Never was any obfervation more true ; and it thews
of what importance it is to Government to take
care how the people are nurtured, that the public
education be rational and juft, and that fubjects be
not taught to reverence any authority in the State
more than the civil authority, or indeed to behold
or feel any other whatfoever. Where the public
Teachers depend not upon the Magiftrate, his fub-
je¢ts will no longer depend upon him, but upon
their Teachers, nor obey him when taught difobe-
dience by them. It is dangerous to the Magiftrate
to have his people believe, that any man, or fet of
men, has more intereft with God than he has, fince
then, the fame man, or fet of men, will of courfe
have more intereft with his people. Every Ma-
giftrate therefore who would rule with proper awe
and in proper fecurity, muft be at the head of the
Church as well as of the State. This was the juit
policy of the Caliphs in Arabia and Egypt, this the
policy of the Sophi’s of Perfia, and this is the po-
licy of the Crown of Great Britain. The great
Turk afflumes not the name, but he exercifes the
power by making and unmaking the Mufti at his
pleafure. '

In difcourfing of public Teaching, I do not
mean to confider the courfe or method of - education
in fchools and univerfities, but to examine the effeéts
of ignorance or underftanding in the people, and
how much itconcerns a State what notions are inftilled
into them concerning Religion and Government.

Ieevieve it will be allowed juft, that fuch
impreflions as are moft wife and virtuous, and wor-
thy to laft, fhould be firft made, not only becaufe
they are moft important, but becaufe the moft carly
impreflions are likely to abide longeft, efpecially
when the underftanding finds afterwards caufe to ap-
prove and retain what the mind had already imbibed.
Upon our {pirits, whilft yet young and tender, any

ideas
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1deas whatfoever may be ftamped, however foolith,
however mad, or even pernicious, Nay, fuch are
very eafily infufed, though very hard to be removed.
This is exemplified in the eminent ftubbornnefs of
religious errors.  What is more monftrous than fome
- of thefe, what more repugnant to all common fenfe
and human happinefs, what more difhonourable to
the attributes of God, what mere difgraceful to the
reafon of men, or more baneful to fociety ? Yet
what upon earth is maintained with fuch fondnefs,
~with fuch zeal and obftinacy ? Whence comes all
this ferocity for the fupport of folly, often in de-
fence of mifery, but from hence, that thefe reveries
are for the moft part very carly fucked in, befides
that they are confirmed by fuperitition, which teaches
men not to reafon, but to fear, not to fee, but to
believe ? I know not that thing which human minds
may not be taught to adore, let it be ever {o abfurd,
ever fo deformed, or deftruétive, whether Croco-
diles and Serpents, or Impoftors and Damons.
Nay, what they often adere does not even exiit,
but is only fancied, like the imaginary Deity men-
tioned and ridiculed by Ci1ck ro, called Aius locutus,
the Pvice that [poke, or like the Idols mentioned by
St. Paver, who of them fiys truly, ¢ that they
““ were nothing in the world;” that is they were
only ftatues and names.

Or this opennefs of the foul to receive impref-
{ions readily, and of its fondnefs for impreflions early
received, excellent ufe might be made, though it has
happened to be generally mifapplied and abufed.
The mind may be taught true propolitions as well as
falfe, fuch as tend to its honour and advantage as
well as thole which tend to its hurt and difgrace.
People may be brought up with an high opinion of
their own reafon as well as with a low, and learn
to exercife itas well as to lay it afide, to confider and
prize it as a gift and guide given them by God, as

well
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well as to rail at it, and to diftrult its guidance.
As in fome countries (alas! too many) they are edu~
cated to love delufion, and to adore deluders, they
might in others be mi‘cruc’ted to defpife deluders and
to abhor delufion ; here to love lxberty and right,
as there to bear bondage and mifrule; to love God
without being cheated and 1mpover1fhed in his holy
name, o honour Governors, but to own no alle-
giance to Oppreflors 5 to know that the wife God -
cannot command fooleries, nor crood Magiftrates rule
violently.

Set. 1. Theignoranceof the People no pledge
of [ecurity to to their Governors. The 1g-
norant Rabble always moft tumultuous.

OVERNORS are not the lefs fecure be-
¥ caufe their fubjects have fenfe and difcernment 3
I think they are much more fo, and that from the
ftupidity and blindnefs of their pecple they have
conftant danger to apprehend ; as blind men are apter
to be mifled than men that have eyes.  The igno-
rant and feolith are eternally fubjeét to mifguidance,
eternally apt to be inflamed by Incendiaries, to be
deceived and drawn away by Demagogues. Such
as have no underftanding of their own, will be ever
at the mercy and command of thofe who can gain
their admiration and efteem, and will ever follow
the man who can beft feduce them. Thus the caufe-
lefs mutinies in Armies, thus unprovoked tumults
and infurretions in Cities and Countries, generally
confift of the ignorant and brutal Rabble, excited
and conducted by wretches often as low as them{elves,
only of fupcrior craft and the bad are chicfly guided
by the worft.  Such was the fedition of the Legions
in Pannonia, in the beginning of the reign of
TiBERIUS,

“ In
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¢ Ix the Camp, fays TacrTUs, there wag
¢ one PERCENNIUS, formerly a bufy Leader in
¢ the embroilments of the Theatre, and now a com-
¢ meon foldier ; a fellow of a petulant; declaiming
¢ tongue; and by inflaming parties in the Play-
houfe, well qualified to excite and infatuate a
crowd. ThisIncendiary practifed upon the igno-
rant and unwary:. He engaged them in nightly
confabulations, and by little and little incited them
to violence and diforders, and towards the evening
¢ when the {obereftand beft affeted were withdrawn,
¢ he affembled the worft and moft turbulent. When
¢ he had thus ripened them for fedition, and other
ready incendiaries were combined with him, he
¢¢ perfonated a lawful Commander, and harangued
¢ them.” His harangue was artful and vehement,
and by it he quite fired the credulous multitude.
All licentioufnefs followed and terrible outrages,
efpecially when ViBuLeNus, another incendiary
and common foldier, had inflamed them with frefh
fury by an impudent lye, as if his brother had Jately
perithed for promoting the common caufe. Info-
much that had it not appeared that the Impoftor
never had any brother, to atone for that imaginary
murder their General was in danger of fuffering a
real one. Now during all this infurretion and up-
roar of the common herd (for of fuch only it con-
fifted) the General was ftill dutifully obeyed by the
Centurions, and by all the foldiers of any merit.
InpeeD all fudden diforders are raifed, all
furious and unjuft revolutions are accomplifhed,
chiefly by the grofs and undiftinguithing crowd,
nurtured in no principles, or bad ones, ready to take
every impreflion and alarm, to love or to hate by
impulfe and direction, and to be guided not by
juftice, and fenfe, but by paffion and names, and cries.
On E tumult is generally the piéture of all others;
and reafon, which is a calm and orderly thing, can
fcarce
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fcarce have part in any, but inftead of it rage and
wilfulnefs bear fway: Like the uproar in Ephefus
againft St. Pa v, ftirred up by the Shrine-makers
toD1ana. A terrible infurreftion there was, and a
hideous clamour. The whole city was filled with
confufion, yet the greater part of the multitude
knew not wherefore they were come together. They
only agreed in their common phrenzy and in a com-
mon cry, that great was Diana of the Epbefians;
and this cry was the only argument which they con-
tinued to urge for the fpace of two hours againft
what the Apoftle had declared ; namely, ¢ that
¢¢ they were no Gods which were made with hands 3
a moft felf-evident and pious truth, if ever there
were any. But this manly and benevolent doétrine
ferved only to provoke, not to convince a rabble
nurtured in blind error, and therefore furious to de-
fend it. :

Se&. IIl. The untanght vulgar, how liable
to be [educed. The great ‘Power of their
Teachers over them.

T does not at all follow from the ignorance of

the people, that they are thence the more likely
to be peaceable fubjects. The more ignorant they
are, the more eafily they are deccived; and fuch
who depend, not upon reafon, but upon authority
and men, are the fureft dupes of Ambition and
" Craft, the certain materials for every. public com-
buftion. A few loud, or folemn, or even fenfe-
lefs words artfully pronounced and applied, are
fufficient to raife their paffions, to prefent them with
falfe objects of love and hate, to fill them with foolifh
pity or foolith indigtation, and to harden them
againft all fenfe and peace. It is likely they may
be even fo blind and bewitched, as to think all their
- outrages and cruelties fo many aéts of juftice, nay,

Vo, IIL P A of
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of piety and merit, efpecially in countries where
they are wickedly taught to believe, that vielence:
and barbarities are well pleafing to God and war-
ranted by his will, provided that, for their juftifica-
tion, his name be boldly ufed, Whoever can per-
fuade them, that their lawful Governors are enemies
to God, hag it in his power to make them enemies

. to their lawful Governors 3 and then the next ftep

will be to rebel againtt their King, in order to fhew

their obedience to the King of Kings.

NerTHER Is it any certain fccurity to their

Ruler, that they may be alfo taught to confider

him and his power as altogether irrefiftible and fa-
cred, though he fhould even degenerate into the moft
peftilent Tyrant ; fince, befides that fuch doctrine
is, utterly againft nature, which when thoroughly
incenfed, will prove often too ftubborn to be bound
by any doétrine ; there can be no conftant depen-
dence upon the operation of any principle which
is it felf founded upon nenfenfe and falfhood.
‘Whatever is abfolutely abfurd admits of infinite
uncertainty and latitude in reafoning from it, and a
contradition once granted generally invelves a man
in a train of contradi®ions even teo that contradic-
tion and to one another. Moreover the reception of
an abfurd pofition implies fuch blindnefs in them
who embrace it, that the fame men who taught them,
(for example) that they muft never refift upon any
pretence whatfoever, may afterwards teach them to

‘refift even upon the very pretence of defending non-

refiftance.

SucH inconfiftencies we have feen in our own
time. They who teach nonfenfe, claim likewife a
right to declare the explanations of their own non-
fenfe, and thefe they take . ecare to accommodate
to their prefent temper and views, and to the feveral
variations of their views. Nor from fuch as they
have inftruéted in folly have they caufe to appre-

hend
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hend any difcoveries to their difadvantage, or that
any inconfiftency will be charged upon them. Men
who fubmit to be blind, have no right to fee; and
he who fees for them, will hardly fuffer them to
perceive any faults or errors in himfelf. So that
he may perfuade them to one thing to day, to an-
other to morrow, yet {corn to own any contradic-
tion in his conduét, or in their practice. He will
ftill be fure of their adherence, fo long as they have
not light enough to fee that they want light ; nor,
whilft they delight in darknefs, can they diflike him
who keeps them in it.

Se. IV. The deceitfulnefs of Dotrines
which are againft Reafon and Nature.

r I \HERE can hardly be found under any Go-
vernment ignorance more grofs than under that

of Turkey ; nor can the power of the Sovereign
there be poffibly carried higher, either in the minds
of the People, or in the principles of their Reli-
gion. Yet where upon earth is fovereign Power
more precarious than there, where more perillous ?
and where is the life of the Sovereign {o often facri-
ficed? All men profefs to adore his perfon, all men
own his authority to be without bounds ; no man
pretends that it ought to be limited :* Nay, to dif-
pute the doétrine and prerogative of his abfolute
Will, would be as penal, as to call in queftion the
Attributes, and even the Being of God ; nor did it
éver enter into their hearts to circumfcribe his So-
vereignty by~any law.  They profefs paflive obe-
dience even unto death, though he command whole
armies to precipitate themfelves from a rocky. or
to build him a bridge with piles of their bodies for
his paffing of rivers, or to kill each other to afford
him fport ; nor is he ever accountable for any ation
or excefs whatfocver, though he deftroy wantonly,
Pa | and
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and without all caufe, a thoufand of his fubjects ir
a day. Thefe are flights worthy the groffnefs of
Turks, worthy the grofs flattery of Turkith Divines;
nor have any Divines exceeded them in ftretching this
flavith Docttrine, except fome of our own who have
held it unlawful to refift even for the falvation of hu-
man kind. As they had thus improved upon the
Turkifh Cafuifts, fo in another inftance they wrong-
ed them, by afferting that this doftrine was the pecu-
liar chara&eriftic of their own Church, when it was
that of the Mahometan Church many hundred years
~ before.

Bur this dottrine, however favage and grofs,
and however by it flatterers may pleafe undifcerning
Princes, has been found fo oppofite to nature (13
indeed it is to all common fenfe) that it has proved
too barbarous even for the barbarity of Turks ; and
of all Princes who have died violently, none have
died more tragically than theirs, nene have found.
fo little refpeét and obedience. Thefe Gods upon
carth; thefe thadows and images of the Almighty
thefe.brethren to the Sun thefe givers of all earthly
dignities and crowns, are, with all thefe their divine
ntles, often the {port and victims of the vileft rabble.

. THi1s it 1s to carry {ubmiffion beyond reafon and
nature. As every thing human is limited, fo of
courfe is human patience ; and what avails theory
againft the bent of nature? You may bring people
by teaching and ghoftly fafcination, to fay any thing
be it ever fo abfurd, ever fo hurtful, perhaps to be-
lieve it too. But there is difference between faying
and bearing, between aﬁentmo and fuffering. When
the trial comes, paffion will prove ftronges than opi-
mon:

Tue moft ignorant people, theugh they cannot
reafon, can be angry ; and anger, whilft it lafts, is
.their guide. Their other guides may dictate to them,
and argue for them, but cannot feel for them, may

" govern
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govern their ideas, but not their rage.  All fchemes
which pre-fuppofe the continual reft or fuppreffion of
the paffions, are foolith and fantaftical, let the ter-
rors and reftrictions which they annex be ever fo
awful. 'What can be more fo than the dread of hell,
of everlafting torture and burning ; a penalty de-
nounced by fome, particularly by the Turks, againft
refiftance, and by many believed? Yet has this
dreadful terror, even when corroborated with nume-
rous guards and mighty armies, fecured the thrones of
Princes? No: Such as have trufted to it, have fallen
in {pight of it, perhaps becaufe they trufted to it.
They who rule righteoufly want no fuch deceitful
{fupport 5 for fuch it is, at beft ; and he who relies
apon it has generally no other to rely on, and ‘there-
fore deferves not a better. It is not juft that falthood
fhould fupport mifrule, or the holy name of God
{erve to fhield an Oppreflor. A good Prince con-
fides in the laws, and in his own upright adminiftra-
tion, ard has no occafion for recourfe to lies and
frauds, fince he is fure of the favour of God and
man: and he who reigns wickedly, ought not to
wonder if his wicked hopes perith,

Se&&. V. The foregoing Reafoning further
iinftrated. How much it behoves Rulers
that their Subjects be well and rationally
taught. -

OW little paffive principles, and unlimited

power, and mighty armies fecure a Prince
againft public difgufts, the Revolution at é‘;nﬁami—
nople the other day, is a fignal proof and example ;
and many fuch examples have happened there. This
is the fecond within the fpace of feven and twenty
years, A Prince whofe authority knew no boynds,
one by whofe breath all men lived, and the greatelt
men perithed, one whofe height of power could ofily
: P3 ve
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be exprefled by titles taken from the Almighty, is
‘in 2 moment tumbled from his proud throne into a
i:rifon. -Had he not been raifed fo unnaturally high,
his fall would not probably have been fo immediate
and violent. Where there is only one man to be
changed, the change is foon made, let the nature of
his power be ever fo pompous, let his name be ever
fo folemn. Titles the moft lofty fignify nothing,
when all reverence for titles is gone ;5 and his defpo-
tic power, which he holds from his armies, muft -
leave him whenever his armies do.

AN angry faltion, or a tumultuous foldiery, or
even one defperate fellow, can effect a Revolution,
where it is to be effeted by removing a fingle per~
fon, fince upon a fingle perfon in all arbitrary coun-
tries, the whole Government refts. But, to remove
a Parliament, or to deftroy all them who chufe Par-
liaments, is a far different tatk, Here therefore is
the fecurity of a Prince ruling over a free people.
The States of the Country are a wall about him,
‘Whatever burthens the fubjects bear, asthey are laid
on by public confent, cannot provoke them againft
him: Hence his fafety from popular tumults. As
he relies not upon armies, at leaft but in part, even
the revolt of an army can but in part diftrefs him ;
and he has a refource amongft his people, where he
bas not provoked them by oppreffion. It will more-
over be a conftant check and difcouragement to any
defign againft him, that, though it fhould fucceed,
the Government would not be altered, and fevere
vengeance would be fure to follow.

- SincE, therefore, neither grofs ignorance in the
people, nor the poffefling them with the moft flavith
tenets, can fecure their Rulers againft infurrections

"~ and revolt ; it is the intereft of their Rulers, as well

as dyty, to provide that the public education be ra-
tional and virtuous, and the public morals be found,
that the people have juft notions of right and wrong,

Sl . " ¢hat
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that-they be not taught flavery inftead of fubjection,
delufion under the name of religion, and folly for
deveotion. Where they are taught to be honeft and
{enfible, they will be certainly dutiful to their Gover-
~nors as well as juft to one another ; but if they be
Jeft to folly and corrupt dealings, their reverence to
magiftrates will be precarious, and may be as well
oo little as too much, fince without a fthare of fenfe,
efpecially a fenfe of honour and obligations, they can
have no fure rule of conduét and obedience, and are
more likely to follow evil than good, to be turbulent
than peaceable.

EvE Ry departure from juft liberty is an approach
to flavery ; every advance towards flavery is a ftep
to brutality, which is then compleat when no liberty
is left: And the nearer men are to beafts, the fooner
they are enraged, the harder to govern. 'Wild beatfts,
however managed and muzzled, often deftroy their
keepers, as the moft abjet flaves have fometimes
deftroyed their proud tyrants. Men who know how
to exercife their reafon and to watch over their paf
fions, will be quiet under good ufage out of choice
and intereft, whereas fuch whofe faculties are vitiated
or fupprefled, know not when it is proper to fit ftill,
or when it is right to roufe : They may be perfuad-
ed, by thofe whom they truft with the management
of their fenfes, that the beft condition is the worft,
that the moft equal Government is Oppreflion, that
the moft legal Title is Ufurpation; that a Prince,
provided his name be Jou~ or JaMEs, may do
whatever he pleafes, be it ever fo wicked and tyran-
nical 5 but it he be called THoMAs or WiLLIAM,
let him be ever fo juft and wife, he is an ufurper.
For, to the ftupid and intoxicated herd they do not,
they need not, give the true reafon, or a better rea-
fon, or any reafon atall, for this their partiality and
averfion. Neither is it likely that they will own,
that in ftiling Rulers the Ordinance of God, or Apo-
. P 4 . {tates
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ftates from God, they are generally, almoft eternally,
guided by their paflions, to fawn or clamour, flatter
or revile, blefs or curfe, be obfequious or rebellious,
+ juft as they find themfelves courted or neglected.

Sc&. VI. Power in the hands of the public |

Teachers how dangerous to Rulerss and
how L it fuits with Chriftianity.

A ProrrE led by delufion, efpecially by reli-
gious delufion (the moft powerful of all others,
and thence the moft practifed) are the fubjects, not
of the civil magiftrate, but of the deluders, who may
incite them againit him, as well as engage them for
him!  Infomuch that for his own fafety, and for the
repofe of the State, he’ muft be beholden not to his
People, but to the Leaders and Pedagogues of the
People.” To them he muft pay all his court, and
leave them to domineer, nay, affit them in domi-
neering, that they may fuffer him to. reign, though
only to reign in name. Conftant diftrefs and reftraing
is the leaft that he can expect, nay, if he continue
not fufficiently tame, they will perhaps arm his own
fubjefts againft him; pcrhaps, not content with
putting him under due fear and chaftifement, they
will even depofe him, perhaps butcher him, or ob-
lige him to butcher himfelf. Even this laft fally of
their pride and power is not new, as the others have
been very common. ‘The Egyptian Priefts of old
had gained fuch abfolute fway over all men, efpeci-
ally over the King, that, as often as they found them-
felves prompted by any offence from him, or by any
caprice of their own, they were wont, by a fhort

order, to command him ta die. .
OTHERS, fince, have acted with equal fcorn to-
wards Princes, and depofed and murdered them with
ag high a hand. Nay, in moft of their ftruggles
B T with

-
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with their Sovereign, they have proved too haid for
him 3 a fuperiority which they at firft gained through
his own blindnefs and ill policy, by giving them
himfelf, or fuffering others to give them fuch mighty
revenues, that, by the ftrength of thefe, and by their
influence over the caniciences of men, which with
equal weaknefs he had furrendered to their will and
blind guidance, they were become fo potent and im-
perious, that he was glad to compound with them
for the quiet poffeffion of his Throne, to comply with
all their demands, to be ftill augmenting their pri-
vileges and power, and thence to weaken and
give up his own; nay, to be their daily and com-
mon executioner, and to inflict death and vengeance
where-ever they fhewed difpleafure. Nor did all
this complaifance always fave him, if he manifefted
any uncafinefs or referves, or the love of mercy rather
than of cruelty, or refufed chearfully to kiil or dif-
trefs all his fubjeéts, who in their devotions ufed not
the words and tunes in fathion, though the fathion
was daily changing. -

T u e {peech of the Bifhop of Nifmes to the French
King the other day is a curious fpecimen of the fpirit
of thofe men. -He tells his Majefty, ¢ That his

¢¢ Monarchy is founded upon Catholicifin, # that is,

upon whatever they, the Bithops, fhall think fit to
call fo; for they are the Judges. So that, when-
ever he falls from Catholicifm, that is, whenever he
#provokes thefe Judges of Catholicifin to declare that
he does, he falls of caurfe from. his Monarchy, Ih
the mean time they modeftly expeét from his M-
jetty, that he fhould perfecute and undo all whe

refufe to fubmit blindly to their authority and dic- .

tates, in {pite of confcience and conviction. It is the

ufual reafoning of “fuch men.. Whoever oppofés or

contradicts them, never fails to"be an enemy to Gog
and the King. o

CHRISTI-
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CHRISTrANITY, whichwas certainly propa-
gated without the aid of wealth or power, never has,
pever can receive any afliftance from either. Like
all other inftitutions civil and facred, it muft fub-
£ift upon the fame principles from whence it began,
or ceafe to fubfift. Nor can it enter into the heart
of man to conceive, how Religion, which is a con-
viction of the foul produced by the grace of God
there, and without that grace can never be produced,
fhould refult from force or gain, things which natu-
rally caufe only pride and the fear of man, and other
warldly paffions quite repugnant to Religion. Not
‘was any thing ever more evident than that, when
fecular authority and fecular riches are contended for
in behalf of Chriftianity, it is done not by the voice
of Chrift nor for any purpofes of his, but by the
voice of interefted men, and for apparent ends of
their own. - ’

‘WE will readily allow them to be holy men,
who call men to Chrift, and labour to convert fouls
from fin ; but furely they are not alfo holy when they
are employed about things which have no thare of
-holinefs in them, They are not holy in offices and
purfuits which are purely civil or natural. No man

“gan be faid to be holy in eating, fleeping, or in

wing rich:. neither is_he holy even in preaching
pr praying, if in thefe functions his foul be corrupt
or infincere.  If his fermon be. about fecular things,
#t §s not a religious fermon, no more than any othe®
#peech prompted not by grace but by paffion; or,
#t he pray without fajth and the fpirit, his prayer
ds no Jonger holy., ~“We muft diftinguith between
the accupation and the man, between his holy occu-
pation and his other occupations. Were every thing
which a holy-man does, to be accounted holy, - even
:his fin would be holy; his a&s of frailty would be
adls of holinefs. In his preaching and teaching, the
fame rule muft be obferved ; elfe his miftakes nu{)ﬂé
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be fwallowed as inftruttion, and he may prcach you
into fin and folly as well as out of it,

Se@. VII. The abfurdity of zmplmt éelzzf .

inany fet of Teachers, with its mifchie-
vous and monftrous confequences, - The na-
tural progrefs of Perfecution. '

HAT is fald above fhews the monftrous

nonfenfe of fubmitting blindly to any fet of
Teachers, and the matchlefs affurance of fuch as
claim it.  The condition of the countries where this
wicked point is gained, their fhocking ignorance and
mifery, are abundant warnings to nations who yet
poffefs the privilege of private judgment and confci-
ence, to be zealous in preferving a privilege fo pre~
cious, the ineftimable gift of God and Nature, that
divine ray iffuing from the Deity, and the true cha~
racteriftic of a rational creature.

I't is human reafon more than human thape, that
denominates a man. Indeed fuch as part with their
reafon, have in a great meafure renounced their fpe-
cies, and are to be ranked with creatures that are fiot
rational, nay, in fome fort, below them ; for, dumb

beafts part not with their inftinét. After this fatal fury:

render of their chief faculty, what other faculty, of
which of their fenfes can they claim a right to exercife 3
They have indeed {mall pretence to any referve, nof
is any referve allowed them fuch as may interfere
with their fpiritual bondage. They are ¢ven doorh-
ed to renounce their eyes, their tafte and their fmell,
to difown the tafte of bread in bread, and the ﬁavour
of wine in wine, to fee the one God who_is indivi-
fible and fills heaven and earth, cut out of a loaf into
numberlefs human bodies intire, yet ftill, to main-
tain that he is but one though thoufands of mouths
are eating him, and each eats him whole.

AFTER
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- ArTer fwallowing this infinite lie, what other
dare they difpute, efpecially when it comes from men
armed with double terrors, thofe of Hell and thofe
of fecular Power ? It is then too late to affert our
fenfes, which perhaps are already bewitched and
given up; it is too late to alledge, that jt implies
an abfolute contradifion and impoffibility, for any
man to bind and govern the involuntary motions of
oy foul, which I my felf cannot dire&, nor hinder,
nor alter. From the affuming of a power over the

. mind of man, every ether power will follow of courfe;
and civil fervitude is the {ure refult of fpiritual.
. Frow hence men thould be exhorted to examine
before they affent. To order men to believe in their
hearts what the heart of man cannot conceive, is
fuch g ftretch of affurance and impiety, fuch a mark
of malice againft truth and fenfe, fuch an affault
upon natural candor and veracity, -fuch a fure way
to harden men in lying and hypocrify, fuch an ap-
pavent inlet to all delufion and every ungodly domi-
aion, that all men fhould rife up againftit. It may
begin with negative penalties, but, if fuffered to go
on, will énd in an Inquifition ; for, a fmall punith-
ament infers the neceffity of a greater, where the firft
anfwers not the end, and confequently of the higheft,
when none but the higheft will do. '
«. How few confider this, with the danger and na-
tural  tendency of punithing for epinions? Many
would repoice at the whipping of a man for having
‘ notions;ixff)i"erent from theirs, yet be forry to fee him
burned ¢ whereas the fame arguments that juftify the
‘ufe of the Jath will juftify that of the faggot, and
were that man as ftrong as his perfecutors, he has an
equal right and pretence for whipping or burning
them. .-So that, if this fpirit were univerfally let
Joofe, before perfecution ceafed men muft ceafe,
Sect,
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Sc&. VIIL. The Will of God not depofited

with any Jet of Men. The ufe of public
. Teaching, with the Charaiter neceffary to
public ngc/aer: How much they are cor-
‘rupted by Pomp and great Wealth.

HEN the Will of God is matter of record,

it is monftrous abfurdity to depend for the
knowledge of it, upon the authority of men 5 and
it is an open affront to the divine Being, to flile it
his revealed Will, and yet to call it obfcure or hard
to be underftood. What can be greater mockery
than to fuppofe, that the omnipotent God fhould im-
part to fome men only, certain great fecrets which
were of the utmoft importance to all men ; that all
men were to be eternally taxed for having thefe fecrets
eternally communicated them 3 that he fhould publifh
thefe fecrets in his revealed Will to remain always
concealed though always preached ; that they are ftill
to be fecrets, ftill hid, though thoufands are publith-
ing and explaining them every day, and have been for
many ages ? Is it not more worthy the idea of an
all-w1fe, of an all-merciful God, to believe that he
lays open to all men whatever is neceﬂ'ary for all
men to know ?

NerreER does this reafoning affelt the being,
of national Churches. It is my opinion, that a paso- -
chial Clergy are of infinite ufe, where they take pains
by their example and inftructions to mend the hearts
of the people, where they teach them to love God,
and their Neighbour, and Virtue, and their Coun—
try, and to hate no man. As corrupt as men are,
though more prone to evil than good, I believe it
poﬁib]e for a wife, and diligent, and upright Clergy-
man, to fhame vice and difhonefty out of his parifh,
to make virtue amiable to all his hearers, to convince
knaves of the folly and deformity of knavery, and

S to



222 DiscoursEes #pon TACITUS.

to perfuade them to be honeft even for the fake of
intereft, as well as for quiet of mind, and for repu-
tation, and the love of their neighbours. By the
fame means other evil habits might be cured, fuch
as drunkennefs, lewdnefs, lying and idlenefs. Peo-
ple might be even made fond of all the genuine duties
of Religion, which are really but few in number,
and all capable of demonitration to the meaneft ca-
pacity.

BuT it is abfolutely expedient, thet they who
profefs to teach truth, be themfelves men of vera-
city ; that they be virtuous and fober in order to
recommend fobriety and virtue, and fhew by their
behaviour, upon all occafions, that their duty, that
the inftruction and happinefs of the people, is dearer
to them than their own intereft. If the conduét of a
‘Teacher be contrary to all this, his character is con-
trary to that of a Paftor. If he fet out with a great
and folemn falfhood, and fay that he came trom
God, whom he never faw, if he alledge the call of
the Holy Ghoft, when his call was apparently in-
terefted and human ; thefe are the marks of every
falfe prophet, and he doth not teach, but deceive :
Or if he be debauched, or falfe, or idle, vain will
be his attempts, if he ufe any, to cure thefe vices in
others. If he have a great or confiderable revenue
for the cure of fouls, and furrender that important
cute to a worthlefs hireling retained at a {mall price,
¢an he be thought to love fouls fo well as money ?
Nor can he pafs for an Embaffador of Peace, if he
revile, or curfe, or teach-his people to hate and in-
jure fuch as differ in {peculations from him. ,

NeiTHER can he be thought a meffenger of
truth, or an inftrufter of men, if he puzzle them with
~curious and fanciful notions irreconcilable to proba-
bility and human apprehenfion, yet to be embra-
ced as neceffary duties. This were to reprefent the
wife and good God as delighting to mock and per-

' plex
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plex his creatures with riddles and contradictions.
And, for men to own their belief of any" religious
propofition, which they carnot poffibly conceive,
is to mock God in their turn ; fince to embrace with
our underftanding what the underftanding cannot
comprehend, is abfolutely impoffible. 1 can eafily
conceive, that a juft God muft love righteoufnefs
and hate iniquity ; and this muft be obvious to the
cenceptions of all men. But, I cannot conceive
how the God of truth fhould delight in fophiftry,
how he who would have all men come to the know-
ledge of truth, fhould defire to have all men cons
founded wi h inexplicable niceties,. or to have that
made true ur fyftems which in reafon can never be
true.

NerTuer can a Teacher ever edify othets
whilft he preaches up himfelf. If he contend for
power, ¢nd dominion, and worldly pomp, how is
he a fpiritual guide ? The blefled Jesus and his
holy Apottles had nothing of all thic, claimed no-
thing. And it is amazing that others, who evidently
want the fpiritual endowments of the Apoftles,
fhould venture to demand, as fucceffors to the Apo- -
ftles, what it is plain the Apoftles never had, nor
fought. Other arms than perfuafion and prayer,
they have none, and power is incompatible with
either. It was natural for MaHOMET to plant a
falfe Religion by troops of horfe. But ChrisT
and St. PavwL took no fuch ways, nor allowed
others to take them.

Nor has it at all appeared, that our Religion ever
flourifhed in proportion as Churchmen grew wealthy.
I doubt its {pirit will be found to have conftantly
funk as their pomp increafed. The People, indeed,
have ever been moft ignorant where the Clergy have
been moft powerful.  The more the latter had, the
lefs they taught, and, when under the name of Re-
ligion, they were become mafters of all things, they

quite
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quite-abolithed Religion to- fet up frauds and fuper -
ftition. 'To what grofs ignorance, to what mifery -
and barbarity they had brought Chriftendom before
the Reformation, I leave Hiftorians to declare.  In
what a horrible ftate of ftupidity, dread and defo-
lation, they ftill keep the parts of it yet unreformed,
all travellers fee, ‘and all that read travels may
learn. '

So much the poor People got by giving thefe their
Teachers all, or too much, and by believing their
commiffion to be from God, when they were acting
like the moft depraved of men, full of revenge,
though profefled followers of the meek JEsvs, who
when he was reviled, reviled not again ; nay, con- -
. fidently glutting their avarice under his name, though
he himfelf had not a place where to' lay his head.

Avv this was natural, and, in all places upon
carth, ‘the like caufes will produce the like effeits,
to the end of the world. The people who had been
long deluded, grew firft blind ; when they had
parted with their reafon, they were eafily brought
to part with their property, and where all the pro-
perty was, there all the power followed.

Se@. IX. Public Teachers have no Power,
“no Creation but from the State. Their
- Folly and il Policy in claiming any other.

Y T becomes the wifdom of all Governors: fo to
-1 fathion and regulate the public Teachers, as to
let them know, and all men fee, that they are the
Creatures of the State, appointed by the civil Power
to a religious office. This was the wifdom of Eng-
land at the Reformation. They were then obliged
to {wear, that they derived all power of all forts
whatfeever, from the Crown ; nor could they after
this, without exprefs perjury, claim any antecedent
~or independent power. They were by this cutf off
- rom
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from the profine honfenfe and prefimption of theif
predeceffors, -of reprefenting JEsus Cur1sT; and
of fucceeding the Apoftles $. a fource from which the
Popifth Clergy had drawn all their gain and fairy
dominion, and with which they had coveted and
hallowed all their wicked pretenices and frauds, ©

Y e T for feveral reigns after the excellent Queen
EvrLizaBEeTH, théugh the fame law, and oaths
and fubfcriptions continued, many of the Clergy, in
defiance of the conftitution; of confcience and of
thame, adopted all the antichriftian. and corrupt
claims of the Popith Clergy; and, through the mon-
ftrous policy of the reigning Princes, this their law-
lefs behaviour was connived at, nay, fupported. For,
the Court, where all arbitrary fchemes were on foot,
in order td gain its own purfuits, humoured and
affifted the Clergy in theirs 3 and though both Court
and Clergy became thence notorioufly unpopular and
ebnoxious ; though both Monarchy and Church fuf-
fered a terrible Cataftrophe, for aiming at more than
belonged to either, the fame reftlefs fpirit poffefled
both upon theit re-eftablithment, and both arrogated
a power to be lawlefs and forfworn, by divine right.

T u1s {pirit-met another fevere check afterwards,
- yet revived again with equal confidence s but the
times fince bore it worfé than ever i Infomuch that
-all the contempt of which Churchmen fo much com-
plain; has been brought upon the Clergy by many
of the Clergy themfelves. Their claims were fo am-
bitious, extravagant, indeed fo falfe and wicked,
and have been fo well expofed, that no man of com-
mon fenfe could reverence the perfons who made
‘them. S

W i A T they are, the Law certainly makes them
what they have, the fame Law certainly gives them.
Why would they be falfly afpiring to a higher cre- |

ation, and a title divine? Why be deriving from
God what all the world fees to comg only from the
Vou. IIL Qe bounty

-
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bodnty of focieties and of particular men? Why bd
broaching doctrines deftruétive of Liiberty in a nation
of : Fréemen ? 'Why affert an’ extraordimary, even a
divine power ‘to do:céttain actions, ‘and pronounce
gertain words, which'any man who has hands and &
tongue could fpeak and perform as well, 'if the civil
Magiftrate appointed him ?* Why would they fthock
all meh of any difcerhment or picty, by fathering all
their, moft felfith all. their moft earthly and fordid
‘opinions -upon our bleffed Redeemer: and: his -holy
Gofpel, all: theirinotorious falthodds ‘and contra-
diétions’ upon the word of truth? Why cover appa-
rent’ ambition and avarice; manifeft vengeance and
anger, ' with thefe facred names ? : '
- THESE were not: ways to gain reverence; and
had they gained any, it had been all falfe reverence,
not Wworth gaining, indeed worfe than none; Truth
swants no falfe décking, nor any help from falfhood,
But is often loft: or injured by fuch unnatural com-
pany. . Whoever fpeaks truth and dees good, is fure
bf'a warrant and approbation frent heaven, whatever
be:-his -habit ot his title ; and, if he utter falfhood
and do mifchief, he may be affured that God will
difown him; and no .name, however -folemn, no
habiliment, however grave or gorgeous, @an in the
Yeatt juftify him. - L :
. ‘T'ue Apoftles-had no. power, no revenues, nor
even the countenance of -authority... All their credit,
all their reverence and fuccefs flowed from their hea-
venly do&rine 4nd behaviour. I hope. the world,
which: has been fo long illuminated with the light of
the Gofpel, is not werfe than it was then.  The Go«
fpel has been many ages planted amongft us ; nor
could the Clergy be faid to be ftill ;planting it over
* again where the people already believed and received
it. ‘The bufinefs therefore of the- public Teachers
was, by continually urging its precepts upon the
confciences of men, to. improve them' in practical
v . ... holinefs,

'

-



Drscounses #pon TACITUS. 227
holinefs, to purify their lives. in this world, and,
thence fit them for another., For this purpofe they.
have encouragement and fupport from the State ; and
as'a defignation and maintenance from the civil power
is all that they can defire, it is likewife all that they
want. ‘They have all poffible fcope to propagate
every divine truth, to enforce every focial and civil.
duty : And whilft they are thus worthily employed,
no man will envy them, no man can contemp them 3
nay, all men will, for their own fakes, pay them,
all due countenance and refpeét. . "

I~ this glorious purfuit they might be of excellent
~ ufe to others, and gain great efteem to themiclves,
by making people good and government eafie, fot:
good men will - be good fubjeéts: But it will be a
great obftacle in their way to efteem, if they aim af
too much, and would derive it only from their name,
and funétion, however they neglect or pervert their
duty, and however worthlefs they be in their perfohs,
“T'oo great a fondnefs for themiclves; will make others
lefs fond of them, and by deriving their pedigree
t00 high, many will be provoked to fet it too low;
or even at nought; like vain men who boaft the
greatnefs of their race, when their defcent is known
to be ordinary,. and their rife late and fudden, -

Sc&. X: The fatal and angodly confequences
- of allowing force in matters of Religion
and Confcience s how inconfiftent with rhe
nature-and end of religious Teaching. The
contempt of public Teachers, whence it
arifes, and the cry of Prieficraft how found-
d. '

€
F ROM . all teinporal power the public Teachers
ought to be carefully debarred, ‘This is what
feither agreesiwith the Teachers of Religion; or with
the nature of civil Government, which sdmits not of
- Q.2 partnerfhips
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partnerfhip. - For the fame caufe that any degree of
fpiritual power is claimed, the higheft degree will be
claimed, till at laft the civil power is either fwallow-
ed up in the ecclefiaftical, or becomes only its tool
and machine, as in Spain and Italy, where the Clergy
claim a jurifdiction independent upon the Magiftrate,
which alfo infers a right to excommunicate and de«
pofe him. This is at beft a two-faced Tyranny, a
lame and uncertain G({_vcrnment, conftrained to do
too little or too much ;, a monfter with two heads,
each aiming at the chief dire¢tion of the body, each
furnifhed with a fet of limbs moving oppofite ways.

T u E v who deal with the foul, if they meditate
its convition, muft avoid all force, which can only
teach it to lie. Indeed the exercife of power in mat-
ters of Confcience has produced fuch tragical effets,
always and every where, as to be fufficient warnings
to every country and generation to prevent kindling
a flame that would confume all things. Whenever
this power has been once gained, the public Teachers
have then done teaching, and begun to command.
Inttead of arguing, they then imprifon, and filence
gainfayers by a halter, or a faggot.

IT is wonderful how a man of this fpirit, can
have the face to attempt the converfion of any man
or nation of men. How can he pretend to reafon .
me into his opinion, when if I embrace it, I muft
never leave it, though I diflike it, nor follow my
reafon afterwards, though my reafon fatisfies me that
1 have been miitaken, and that my prefent profeflion
is impious and abfurd ? Would it not be madnefs to
embrace the opinion of a man, who profefies to per-
fecute or kill you, if you ever afterwards change your
-mind, let your conviction be ever fo full, your con-
fcience ever fo uneafy # I would fain know how fuch
men can fet about the work of converfion, unlefs
they play the hypocrites, and hide all their terrors,
their daggers and 'their flames, till they have once

' : made

{
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made fure of your perfon.” This were a fraud un--
worthy the Chriftian name, and yet I cannot fee
how fuch men could avoid fuch- a fraud. They are
obliged either to forbear converfions, or to deceive
their converts, Their principle is antichriftian, and
muft lead them into antichriftian practices, Who-
ever would preach the name of Chrift, muft renounce
all perfecution, all feverities,

Su cH of our Clergy as difown all fpiritual inde-
pendent power, all chimerical claims to a divine
right, and honeftly derive all their diftintion and
privileges from the Law of the Land, have atted a
wife as well as an honeft part, and are the only men
who can preferve the Church and Churchmen from
contempt, by giving up all ghoftly craft, all re-
ftraints upon Confcience, and by declaring for reafon
againft force. Such men can never be charged with
Prieftcraft nor be obnoxious to the fcorn that fol-
lows it. That fuch craft has long prevailed in the
world, done prodigious mifchief in it, -and proved
always baneful to private Confcience and to public
Liberty, is too manifeft to be denied. Indeed, to
raife a cry of Prieftcraft where there is none, would
be foolith and unjuft ; and it is as foolith and anjuft
to complain of the cry where the thing fubfifts. I
doubt the thing only began the cry, and continues it
where it is continued.

EvEeRr vy claim of the Clergy’s, which is irrecon-
cilable to the underftandings, to the freedom and in-
tereft of the Laity, is Prieftcraft, fuch asany power
to domineer, to damn or to fave, to know hearts by
confeffion, to change the qualities of perfons, and
;S)laces, and matter, by prerogative and words, &c.

urely the impartial God, the Father of mercies and
of men, is not influenced by the perfons of men ;
nor can the fame words be effetual with him out of
one man’s mouth, and ineffe&ual out of the mouth
of another, This would not favour of infinite wif-
: Q3 dom,
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dom, -but of infinite caprice ; as it would be infinite
cruelty “to make the happinefs and eternal wel-
fare of ‘men depend upon habits and poftures, upon
names and forms, and to leave the falvation of one
man, or of many, at the option of another, or of
afew. Yet this doétrine, as falfe and impious as
itis, ‘has been maintained ; and a power to oblige

. : )
all men to fubmit to it has been contended for. -

Sc. XL Power inthe hands of any public
“Teachers, leads naturally to Popery, and is
Popery. How apt they are to differ a-
mong [t themfelves, yet claim conformity
 from all others. ‘Perfuafion and good ex-
ample their only provinces the fanctity of
. their doings their only fanctity.

U CH principles as thefe mentioned in the laft
Y Section, conftitute the genuine fpirit of Popery.
"This ‘is-the fpirit, thefe the principles which make
Popery terrible.  For,. as to the mere whimfics of
Popery, its ridiculous tenets and worthip, they are
of ‘little .moment . in.themfelves. If a man pay
adoratien to a piece of paper with a picture upon it,
orto a bit of rotten wood, or to a rufty nail; he
is to be pitied for his folly, but by his folly he hurts
not me. - It is the power of the Clergy, it is their
long claws that conftitute Popery, render Popery
terrible, and are Popery, real Popery, whatever elfe
it be.called. A Clergy. who may do whatever they
pleafe in behalf of themfelves againft the Laity, will
ever be popifh Priefts 5 that is, they will do what
popith Priefts have-always done, every thing to
deprefs the Laity, every thing to exalt themfelves.
Other difference there will be none, fave in naimes
and trifles. -

W H FR £
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 WauerE-gVvER the power of Popery, that is,

an unbounded authority in the Clergy, is eftablithed,
all the vifionary follies, all the idolatry and extra-
vagant fuperftition of Popery, are likely to follow.
The ignorance and pannic fears of the vulgar, and
the cunning and felfithne(s of their guides, will in
time introduce all the reft. The amazing pefitions
and abfurdities of Popery were not immediately fet-
tled with the monftrous power of the Popes, but
gradually and naturally followed it.

CaLvin was a Proteftant, and a. Reformer,
and occafioned great good by weakening Popery :
but in the proceedings againft SErvETUS, CalL-
vin was a Pope, nay, a popifh Inquifitor, ifit be
true, that he was the author of thefe proceedings.
Was SErvETUs a Hereticto Joun CALYIN?
Sowas Jor N CaLVIN to the Pape and the Monks,
who had as much right to burn him, and were as
Jittle vouched by the Gofpel in their trade of burie
ing, as was he in burning SERVE T Us. o

W ERE every man who differs from another in
religious points, efpecially in points owned to be net
only curious, but even inexplicable, to be executed,
but one man in the world would remain alive, fince
all men differ more or lefs. No men differ more
about Religion than Clergymen,_ or with more acri-
mony. They are fubje&t to. difpute about things
‘of the leaft and of the greateft moment, and to mix
much paffion with all their difputes, be the fubje&
ever fo important, or ever fa trivial : Iwith I could
fay,. that they never manifefted any unchriftian want
of charity towards each other, and towards all their
opponents whatfoever. ~ However that be, it is
matter of wonder, that they, who are fo different
and oppofite, . nay, fo endlefsly divided in their fenti-
‘ments, can {0 boldly exact conformity from all men,
can contend that all men fhould agree with them,
‘who canriot agree with one another. :

' : Q4 UnpERr
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Unper all the darknefs and uncertainties of
Paganifm, did the Philofophers (the Teachers of
thofe ‘days) differ more widely, or quarrel more
fiercely than the Teachers under a clearer difpenfa-
tion have differed and quarrelled ? Or did the wran-
gling of thefe old heathen Sages ever produce fuch
furious ferments in the world, fuch mercilefs wars,
fuch public defolation, as the everlafting contention
between Fathers and Fathers, between Dofors and

~ Dotors, has produced ? Itis ftrange, that they who
profefied to be guided by eternal verity, and to guide
all men to it, fhould maintain eternal ftrife about
jt. If this be owing to their own various con-
ceits, totheir paffions, errors and particular interefts,
with what certainty, or fatisfattion, or fafety, can we
rely upon fuch difputing and contradictory Leaders 2
How is it poffible to be determined by judges who
“yary thus infinitely in their judgments 2 Will they
tell us, that they agree in the thing, though they
differ in explaining it? This would be too great
mockery, when it feems we muft affent to the thing
as they explain it ; elfe there is an end of all their
pretended authority and guidance. If they fay, that
the thing cannot be explained at all; this is ftill
equally abfurd, fince the affenting to what admits
o explication, is to affent to nothing ; and why do
they difpute about what they can never clear ? "

IT, in truth, looks as if the providence of God
had thus ordered it, on purpofe to baffle the vanity
of fuch men as would diétate to others, and attempt
to make his word clearer or darker than he himfelf
has thought fit to make it. It looks as if he meant
to warn us, by thefe their perpetual wrangles, to

* ‘depend upon our own eyes and reafon for under-
ftanding his will revealed in his word, which to the
meanelt capacity difcovers what is fin, and what is
duty, “What more is neceffary ? Has curious doubt-

' ’ ‘ ing
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ing and learned difcord ever mended the world?
wifh the contrary were not too tragically true,
Tue province of public Teachersis perfuafion,
Other force than that, and the force of good exam-
ple, is monftrous ; itis contrary to the Gofpel to
require any, or any refpe¢t at all but what refules
from their ufefulnefs and the piety. of their lives,
All men will be ready to reverence them according
to the meafure of their integrity and virtue, and
of the good that they do. 'What would they have
more ? This is reverence upon a folid foundation,
fuch as will laft. But to demand high refpeét to
mere thew and names, to the fanctity of their cha~
ralters, however little there appear in their perfons,
or to their mighty prerogatives from Heaven, when
their purfuits are altogether worldly, is the direct
way to bring themfelves under public ridicule and
even public indignation, " :
IT is only fanétity of attions that makes a fanc-
tified character ; and whoever does thofe ations has
that charaéter, as he who does them not cannot have
it, though he may boldly affume it. A Clergyman
who is a perfecutor, an oppreflor, a drunkard,
roud, unjuft, licentious, muft with an ill grace
talk of his facred profeffion, or pretend to the Holy
Ghoft. Much more conceivable it is, much more
likely and natural, that the Holy Spirit fhould in-
fluence and accompany any Layman who is peace-
able and merciful, juft and fober. That Spirit can
never furely be fuppofed to dwell in evil and vicious
men, be their titles ever fo fpe¢ious and cceleftial,
He whofe ways are not apoftolical, can never be
efteemed a fucceffor to the Apoftles: whereas he
who lives like an Apoftle, though he bear ne par:
ticular habit or name, is an apoftolical man,
It is not reconcilable to common fenfe or any
fenfe, that holinefs or the power of holifefs can
adhere indelibly to a mian of an idle, or profligaté
v ' "~ and
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and ipnpure life, mierely by the force of ordination,
that is, of being ordained, according to the pre-
feription of the Law and Forms of man’s devifing,
to perform an office which he performs not, but
neglects or difhonours. Can it ever. accord with
reafon, or with the idea of God and his Religion,
that thofe lands, which are once pofieffed by one fort
pf Churchmen, though acquired by the moft im-
pious frauds, to maintain the luxury of infamous
- and cheating Monks, muft ftill continue appropriated
to the ufe’ of another fort of Churchmen, and can
never be alienated without the fin of facrilege # That
the ,Holy Church of Jefus Chrift, who poflefied no
wealth himfelf, nor left any behind him, can crave
or bear an endowment acquired by robbery and
frauds, or refufe to make reftitution to fuch as have
been plundered jn his name by vile and rapacious
deceivers ? ' ‘

Se@t. XII. How it is that public Teachers
Sfail of refpect, or gain it.

C"AN there be more fhocking tenets than thofe,
{ mentioned in the laft Setion, or more repug--
nant to all reafon and virtue, to all truth and piety ?
Yet many fuch tenets are maintained with notable
fiercenefs, It is certain that the Reformation owned
none fuch ; nor, confequently, does ourChurch, which
is founded upon the Reformation, own them. In
renouncing -Pepery, we renounced all its falfities
and abominations ; ner can he who adopts and de-
fends them, be an Englith Proteftant, nor indeed
hardly a Chriftian, if he thus fly in the face of
Chrift and his Apoftles, and in their name demand
poffeffions which they never enjoyed, demand power
which they never fought, but always renounced. :
~_Ir in their exhortations, they promote narrow in-
tercfls, feparatg from the public intereft, or hustful
S v ' to
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to it: if they endeavour to make their hearers ra.
ther blindly obedient to themfelves than zealous for
the public weal and for the honour of the State,
rather intoxicated dupes to names and delufion, than
wife and good fubjeéts: if when they are angry at
their Governors they ericourage difaffetion to the
Gowvernment, but, when humoured, preach up fla-
very and tamenefs under oppreflion however outra-
geous, can they hope to be reverenced? Can they
be thought atuated by Religion, or Reafon, by
Mercy, or Truth, er by any good fpirit? But, if
their conduét be contrary to all this, no contempt
or public defpite can poffibly befall them. Where
they act worthily, they will be as fure of refpet;
as gy ating differently they will be fure to mifs
it. True refpect comes from good deeds and not
from notions and appellations, much lefs from pride
and the itch of dominion, from impatience of diffe-
rence in opinion, or peevithnefs of {pirit. Who-
ever manifefts a general meeknefs of behaviour, uni-
verfal charity and forbearance, confults and pro-
motes private honefty and peace, with public virtue
and tranquillity and the welfare of fociety, and goes
about doing good, cannot fail to find the efteem of
all men, —

Scét. XIII.  Exceffive Revenues of the pubkc
Teachers, how pernicions tathe World. A4
decent and eafy maintenance to be allowed
them.

V HA'T refpett a great portion of the world

owes to its Teachers, the miferable condi-
tion of moft parts of it, the ignorance and flavery
to which they have brought it, and under ‘whid{
they fuffer, nay, oblige it to lye, ‘do abundantly
fhew. Can it be denied that as’their power rofe,
civil 'haPpinefs funk, that in proportion to their
. grandeur



236 D1scOURSES upon TACITUS.

grandeur has been the mifery of their followers? In<
deed if the moit heavy and lafting curfes that can
befal or wffli¢t human kind, entitle them to refpect,
they may, in many places, claim the higheft, from
public delufion, perfecution, beggary and bondage,
and from general defolation and woe, as from fo
many monuments of their own raifing, or fuch at
Jeaft, .as they largely helped to raife. It is evident,
that where they profper moft, the people are the moft
wretched, and that to fuch profperity fuch wretched-
nefs is cwing 5 if that can be called profperity which
produces fuch infinite evil, '

Is not this ample warning to nations which are
not yet in the fame condition, to take care of every-
approach towards it? And is not this a readg an-
fwer to every attempt for accumulating overmuch
worldly pé-;)‘?erty upon {piritual men ? Beyond a
certain meafure it makes them ufelefs, very much
makes them dangerous, and their pride and power
always rife in proportion to their revenues. Is it not
fo in Spain and Italy, where their infinite wealth,
eternally productive of infinite authority, has made
them a public plague and fcourge. There their
. terrors,_and depredations know no bounds : Guarded
by flamies and an Inquifition againft gainfayers and
all oppofition to their enormous falthoods and in-
fatiable avarice, they cheat and domineer without
fear or reftraint, and not content to prey upon
the fubftance of the miferable Laity, rob them
even of their fenfes and their time. So complete is
the delufion there, fo faft the bondage over foul and
body. -
~ IF this be dreadful, let other nations yet free and
rational, yet at liberty to underftand the Bible and to
follow their Confciences, guard againft all meafures
that would lead them, however imperceptibly, inta
the fame doleful-and unchriftian ftate, for Chrifti-
anity is g ftate of freedom. The Church of Chrift

: - e - has
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has fubfifted, and even flourithed, without any re-
venues at all ; but too much revenue has always im-
paired its purity, fometimes quite defaced it, as in
the above inftances. It has always fo happened,
that immenfe wealth and a holy profeffion have not
well accorded, and much pomp and fpirituality nei-
ther look well nor found well together.  Neither can
there be a more effe€tual demonftration, that neither
a heavenly commiffion, nor heavenly hearts belong
to men, to any fet of men whatfoever, than to fee
them ever and ardently engaged in purfuits of worldly
wealth and worldly power.

LeT the public Teachers have a maintenance in.
the name of God, a decent and eafy maintenance
fecured to them by laws and the confent of fociety 3
but let them not boldly pretend to derive their
maintenance from God, when it is evidently the
gift of men. They who contend for this, cut them=«
felves off from all regard, and cannot poffibly be
grateful to any benefactor, fince they confider him
not as the giver, but only as the inftrument, nay,
probably may think him an ufurper in pretending
to give them what was theirs before by divine
right. » -

MoRr EOVER their maintenance ought to be res
ftrained within a certain meafure, and not fuffered
to grow fo as to devour in time the property and
maintenance of all other men. If fome of them
have too little, as doubtlefs they have, others have
too much 3 and in all orders of men there will ever
be fuch inconveniences and unequal diftribution ; nor’
is it poflible for public wifdom to remedy the fame;
or for the public purfe to enrich or even to fupport
- all that are indigent, or fituated lower than they
wifh, and fometimes deferve. It is more juft that
particulars fhould bear a hard lot, than that, to
mend it, fociety fhould fuffer, and the ballance of-
fociety be loft or endangered. It is againft all

1 reafon,
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reafon, and very ungenerous; to feek relief from’
any fcheme wHich would in time bring all men to
feck relief from them., I wifh it could be fo or=
dered, that where-ever Religion produce Gain, Gain
tyould never prove to be more confidered than Re-
ligion. -
Sc&. XIV. An wmquiry why the Chriftian
. Dijpenfation has, with all its advantages
and excelléncies, [olittle mended the World.
Whether and how far public Teachers are
chargeable with this. : '

HY the world has not beea more mended
. Y'Y Dby the Chriftian Difpenfation, of itfelf fo
much adapted to mend the world; is worth the in=
quiry of all men, efpecially of fuch as are employed
to inculcate its precepts upon the minds of all.” And
here many other inquiries fubfequent to this will na=
turally occur; namely, whether they have ever
purfued their own worldly intereft more affiduoufly
than fuited with their, holy profeflion, and never
proftituted religion to ferve the purfuits of wealth
and power : whether they have ever difpenfed with
fins, and been even partial to- favourite and bounti-
ful finners, or difcouraged and even perfecuted cona
fcience, and. fincerity, and all holinefs that bore not
their mark : .whether they never claimed an abfolv-
ing and damning power, and by it brought men to
fear them more than- God, to be nidre afraid of ofs
dending them than of committing fin, for which
they could fo eafily pronounce pardon: whether they
have always manifefted that humility, gentlenefs and
benevolence fo well becoming fuch as fpoke in the
name of Chrift : whether they never ufed the Holy
Gofpel to warrant their own anger and ambition or
-avarice, and in the ftile of the Gofpel enflamed the
mad rage of party :. whether they have been equally

- ’ ' ‘ diligent
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diligent to miake their followers fincere Chriftians,
as warm  zealots, Champions for. Chrift as Cham-
pions for Churchmen : whether they promoted know-
ledge and all religious and rational inquiries without
referve, and taught truth rather than blind fubmif-
fion, rather than the narrow principles of particular
factions : whether they have promoted the great
bleflings of fociety, civil and religious Libetty, obes
dience to equal and fixed Laws rather than to the
lawlefs and unfteady will of man, and have always
fupported Government, when Governors obferved
the Laws: and whether men who have a holy pro-
feflion, if in their condut they be not holy, can be
reverenced for their profeflion which they dithonour,
or lead men into all righteoufnefs, without being
righteous themfelves ? -

Tue continual endeavours of fo many thoufand
Teachers in any country, to recommend the beauty
and benefit of Religion and Virtue, and to thew
the deformity and mifchief of evil and immorality,
would furely be of vaft weight and confequence.
But let the number of Teachers be ever fo great,
fmall good will enfue, if many exert no endeavours
at all, if many do it fuperficially, like a tafk which
they fegm forced to, and not to chufe or delight in. °

Ir they recommend dry and dark fpeculations,
fuch as are hard to be underftood,. or if underftoed;
produce no practical duries, and, without ménding
the heart, only perplex the head ; or if they inveigh
againft. fuch as entertain ideas different from theirs,
and provoke people to-bitternefs towards each other,
inftead of exhorting them to mutual love and.for:
bearance - If their hearts appear fet upon pomp, and
gain, and dominion, rather than.filled.with humi.
lity and felf-denial; and zeal for the fouls of men:
If they promote ignorance and flavery, perfecution
and difcord, and fhew anger or favour to men, not
accordmg as they are wicked or virtuous, but coun~

tenance
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tenance their own followers however bady and hat#
and diftrefs fuch' as only follow the pure diftates of
Confcience : If they darken or pervert the Gofpel
by vain glofles, by falfe and felfith commients, and
would oblige all men to fubmitto thefe their invens
tions, though direétly oppofite to.the Gofpel and
all the ends of the Gofpel 5 fmall is the wonder that
mankind are not mended by fuch depraved inftrucs
tion. It is indeed wonderful that, bad as they are;
they are not full worfe, fince it is manifeft that
pver a great part of the earth, and in fome of its
fineft regions, their Inftrutors are continually de:
ceiving, debafing, blinding, frightening and oppreff+
ing them.
I~ matters of Religion, neither the Greek Church
nor the Roman Church allow their people to retairt
common fenfe, nor to forgive it mn others, For
Religion they are taught gibberith, and contras
di¢tions, and dreams, and to hate and damn as
Atheifts, or Heretics, all who are not fo blind,
and diftracted, and flavith as themfelves, Their
"Teachers even affume to fell them the mercy of God
and eternal Salvation, at a price, to abfolve them
from-the blackeft guilt for money, and for money
to difairm the Almighty of his refentment agd ven-
geance. . As long as ‘they can pay, they may
fin, and are thus encouraged, nay, warranted in
eternal immorality. In the Office of the Datary
ot Rome, fins are:taxed according to their feveral
fizes and qualities, and the greateft as well as
the leaft are cancelled by filver and gold j and
for' iniquities deftrutive to fociety and fhocking to
nature, . fich as have wealth may find atoriement.
- ‘WuEr% fuch or any commutations fot fin ate
allowed ‘and practifed, are fins likely to abate, fin-
ners ‘to ‘mend, or Religion to abound, or even ta
fubfit, in any force orpurity ? I wifh nothing like
this vile traffic were found in other countries' even
where
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where Popery is abolithed. I .doubr a gqoddé‘ifi'to

‘ther Aday, that is, to them who minifter.tliere, often
pafles’as an expiation for 4 dultitude of, firis 5 and
‘hay:ie-niever happened that 2 bounty to. {the Church
has-been ' ftrangely prefied upon the confciences of
timorous ahd - dying” gé&:};lc{_ as_what _powerfully
‘opened the ‘gates of Parddife, ‘and was 3 ‘prevailing
antidote aainft fature torments? . ¢ -
- - thing feems$ to’be notorioufly -frue ofal-
moft” all* pdrtiés’ in' Religion,  that men are not
eltesned - by them “according, to their “real _piery
and vittae,: but accor ng 'to. their bjii}d‘,"ddhprchée
and patty.zeal 5 afd the “ioft ‘worthlefs or worft
‘men't are often careffed “and - applauded, ' whilft
the “fobéteft and 'the ‘Beft are negleted or decried.

iy

~Thus Wwe have feen 'yvé ‘pious Chriftiatis bated and
-eraduced” és"”vcfy"ba,(i%hurqﬁmen, when Very bafe -
and'very. profligate nep’ were extolled ‘as “exdellent
Charchmen, =+ - R
- L EGentlemen’ of Port “Royal were, for their
Learningand Writings, for'their Religion and Vir-
‘tey an' ofhament to’the Teafned, world as well 2s
-to the Ky d6m of Frinte : They ‘were even . zea-
loufly bggactied to the Rarmifli Religion. But all this
metit faveédithem iot' froin ‘ontumely and perfecu-
tiony - becaife ' dhey " hatt 'défendedivthe eternal laws.
of . ‘Moraliey- and ‘thie' Golpel againit the éxcerable
maxims and cafbiftry of the .{{I)cfuit,s,«, who'in: gheir
"'volumihdui?wr&‘ﬁ?#’hhﬁ* onfounded’ a1l Tarality
and Cerkietice. - For thils'the Gentlemen_ of Port
Royal isvere  reprefiiied ds ‘Atheifts, Hergtics, -
aiid" enemies ‘to the ‘CHorch; nay, as gnemies to
the Governinehr; “4nd_ thehte expofed to, all in-
jultice, il %ifige, 4 the ‘frowns of power,, “The
like freatiriént: Hid ‘thé dibing ‘Archbithop ‘of Cam-
bray,  the iimorts) Few¥Lon,  When. af, the
fm@:ﬂm@,‘ ‘thie-groffeft’ Tpnotants, ' the vileft ‘vo.
luptasties, the moft hot - hegded bigots, were
Vo, III, R ~ reckoned
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. reckoned “excellent Catholics, applauded, and pre-
ferred. : : ‘
~ WauaT the King of Sardinia has lately done, in
taking. the education of youth out of the hands of
the’ Jefuits, merits great attention, and is an example
. to other Princes and States, at leaft to thofe of the
fame communion. It was.indeed of high moment,.
“that the publick educatior thould net be directed by
~ anorder of men who were continually purfuing.an
Jintereft directly againft the intereft. of the State;
" whio taught his fubjelts not fo much to’ reverence
~ the Ma%iﬁmte, as to reverence Them, notto love
or confider the good of the whole, but the good of
* that Order ;. who poifoned them with party-maxims
deftru@ive of the maxims of fociety ; and inftead
of inftilling the benevolent principles. of peace and
mutual forbearance, withput which:.all fociety muft
~ be mifetable or perifh,, infpired virulence and eternal
hate, and would rather. fee the State run into ruin and
“diffolution; than fuffer the leaft variation from their
own conceits, however fand, or ridiculous; or wicked.
For, it is notorious, that this is the fpirit of the
Jefuits. * I with it were not the fpiric of feveral
other ‘fefts and bigots, efpecially. where. their bi-
gotry is animated by a. paffion for power and riches.
‘It féems the ‘Court at Turin is not much, diftyrbed
at the threats of the Reverend Fathers to-leave: the
‘country, but even frankly.offers paffiports to as many
*s'thiﬁi‘ﬁt togo. . ..o ia
" No.body can forget the extraodinary merit and"
‘bitter ‘treatment of the late excellent Dr. €L A RK,
‘his ‘able performances in defence of Chriftianity, and
the reftfefs ‘attempts to ruin him as a bad Churche
‘man, " The declaration of Father CanavE the
Jefuit tv° the Marfhal D’HocquincowRr T, Fe-
fated by St. EvrRemMon T, was open and- inftruét-
tive. The Marfhal had faid, that he was formerly
2 Janfenift,” but now for the Jefuits, and could be
h A o - crucified
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crucified for his Religion, though he knew not why
or wherefore. Oh excellent words, blefled motions,
fays the Jefuit! be crucified for Religion, yet not know
why or wherefore ! what an extraordinary grace, my
Lord, has Heaven beftowed upon you? FEjlote ficuti
infantes : Be as little children : Blefed are the poor in
Jpirit.  The good Father liked the Marfhal’s zeal
the better for being ftark blind : fo far was he from
blaming his ignorance.

WHuERE-EVER it is more dangerous to offend
the Clergy than to offend God, it is natural for the
intereft of Religion to decay. For the ignojant
and the many, will always incline, nay, probably,
be taught to rely more upon Them than upon Him,
and to think that if they can but pleafe Them, they
cannot difpleafe Him. = Where an ill man who con-
forms, is better ufed than a good man who diffents,
the neceflity of being good will not be confidered,
but the neceflity of being conformable, and men wiil
not be fo much afraid of finas of diffenting. When
the doing certain actions, which may be done with-
out any devoutnefs at all, fhall yet pafs for devo-
tion, many will be apt to think that when they
have performed thefe, they have done all that is re-
quired, atleaft made amends for paft iniquities, which
they may ftill cancel, as often as committed, by the
like atonement and repetitions, and by a little devo-
tion on one day in the week, calm their confcience
about all their failings durmg the reft.

Taus falle zeal is, as it were, a mulét for want
of Religion, and paflts for Religion; and many
other Churchmen befides thofe of Rome, feem to
accept of equivalents in the room of real piety.
‘Were it otherwife, the guides of one fe® would love
the fober and good men of another fe¢t better than
the vicious of their own. They would hate the
{tri¢teft conformifts who wanted virtue, and efteem
feparatifts who had it. But I doubt the conftant

. R 2 practice
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Practice is otherwife in moft Churches and Sets,
So that the name of Religion is ufed, but the thing,
the effence, is often turned into faction and party,
and Ioft in the endlefs paflions of men. They all
talk of Crar1sT and PavL, and appeal to them.
Perhaps 1t is well for many that they are not yet
called upon by either to make good their appeals.
Nay, wee CaERIsT or PavuL to return to the
carth under their former charalers, I fear their
reccption, in many countries, would not be better
than it was in Judaea. '

Tu1s SeCtien, as well as the whole Difcourfe
grows too long, though much more might be faid.
I thall make but one cobfervation mere, namely,
upon the ftrange inconfiftency which has fometimes.
appeared in the notions of fome great and venerable
Doétors about evil and fin; I mean how they could
be vehement againft, peccadillos, againft follies and
frailtics, which were of little confequence, and for
which perhaps they had no relifh, yet could often,
at thé fame time, go deliberately, nay, zealoufly,
into apparent meafures of public oppreffion, or of pub-
lic tumults and war ; could aflit and fanctify the
moft enormous, the moft drcadful, the moft com-
plicated and devouring of all {ins, thofe of T'yranny
and Rebellion ; could declaim terribly againft pro-
fane {wearing, which only hurt him who uttered it,
and yet encourage and animate univerfal Perjury,
fometimes in Magiftrates, at another time in the peo-
ples and be for eftablithing univerfal Slavery, or
inciting general Revolts, at different times, juft as
thzy happened to be pleafed or difgufted. For fuch
has been the inconfiftency of their behaviour in many
countries, and at many times ; and, as none have ever
proved forer plagues to righteous Governors, none
have been fuch fell champions for Tyrants. And as
to the abufes of Religion, efpecially fuch as were

gainful, have they ever appeared willing to reform

them,
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them, or willingly fuffered them to be reformed by
others ? And have not all great and ufeful Reforma-
tions been accomplifhed by the Laity, and conftant-
ly oppofed by the public Teachers? Could Religion,
the humble and difinterefted Religion of the Gofpel
flourith under fuch Circumftances, and fuch Direc-
tors ?

Se&. XV. Of Public Spirit, its ufe and
efficacy. How little promoted by public
Teachers.  Some Confiderations upon the -
zmnportance and character of Public Spirit.

i % J HILST the public Teachers were fo much

attached to party and intereft, it was no won-
der that in their teaching there were many material
omiffions.  One thing of great importance they feem
to have almoft intirely neglected, I mean the raifing
and recommending of Public Spirit, fo neceffary to
the profperity of every Country, and-even to the
prefervation of all: It was this which animated the
Roman $tate,.and {et the Romans above all other
men. But they who inftructed the youth of Rome
had no by-ends, no detached interefts of their own.
They infpired fuch as they taaght, with the love of
their Country, and of Virtue, and of IHonour. The
public good, the glory of the State, was the end of
all, and to promote it they had learned chearfully
to forego every private advantage, nay, life it felf,
This was a fine {pirit, early and conftantly infufed,
and produced men who were a credit and ornament
to human nature, and are patterns {till for the whole
race. Such was the glorious effe&t of a noble and
rational education.

TrxEe Romans began to know the value of Li-
berty, and to feel a paffion for the Public Weal, at
an age when others fince are¢ conning over words, and

R 3 know
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know little elfe ‘but to fear the rod, and, without
once thinking of their Country, only learn to reve-
rence a pariicular fet of men and names, and heartily
to hate all the reft. They are for a courfe of many
years employed about words, and notions, and fub-
tleties 5 and when they are thus fufficiently difci-
plined into narrownefs of mind, when their heads are
well filled with abfurd maxims, and vnmeaning di-
ftinctions, they may be fafely trufted abroad in the
world, as fecure againft all free and rational fenti-
ments, and poﬁ'eﬁ'cd with falfe ideas of reverence and
of averfion, to the end of their lives. When, like
the young Romans, they might be fhining in affem-
blics or armies, they are engagcd in Lomc, and com-
bating in Metaphyfics.

M r. Lock E fays, ¢ It is matterof aftonifhment,
¢¢ that men of quality and parts fhould fuffer them-
¢ felyes to be fo far mifled by cuftom, and implicit
¢ faith., Reafon, if confulted, would advife, that
¢¢ their children’s time fhould be fpent in acquiring
¢¢ what might be ufeful to them when they come to
¢ be men, rather than to have their heads ftuffed
¢ with a deal of trafh, a great pare whéyeof they
¢ ufually never do (it is certain they never need to)
¢ think on again as long as they live ; and {fo much
¢ g5 does ftick by them, they are only the worfe for.
¢¢ This is fo well known, that I appeal to parents
¢¢ themfelves, who have been at coft to have their
_ ¢ young heirs taught it, whether it be not ridiculous
¢¢ for their fons to have any tincture of that fort of
¢¢ learning, when they come abroad into the world 3
¢ whether any appearance of it would not leffen and
«¢ difgrace them in company. And that certainly
¢ muft be an admirable acquifition, and deferves
¢ well to make a part in education, which men are
¢¢ athamed of where they are moft concerned to
b fhcw thClI‘ parts and brecdmg

In

P
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I~ latter ages the caufe of public Liberty has been
little beholden to the public Teachers, who, inftead
of inftilling and cherithing Public Spirit, without
which Liberty can hardly fubfit, have too often
exerted all their endeavours to extinguith both,
Where-ever Slavery is fettled, they help too affidu-
oufly to confirm it, and where it is not, many of
them have appeared diligent agents to introduce it.
Was it thus they merited the profound reverence
which they claimed from mankind, thus that they
earned the mighty revenues which they enjoyed, ' for
bringing upon men the higheft evil which men can
fuffer, an evil big with every other evil, the dread-
ful calamity of public Servitude ?

For the following part of this Section upon Pub-
lic Spirit, I am obliged to a noble * Lord of great
knowledge, obfervation and parts, with all which he
himfelf feems to be much lefs acquainted, than the
are who have the happinefs of knowing him; and
fuch is the private manner in which he paffes moft
of his time, that his acquaintance are far from nu-
merous : So natural it is for fine qualifications to be
accompanied with great modefty.

« I1is aremark of THUuCYDIDES, that bad
¢ Taws well executed are better than good Laws not
¢ duly obferved. It is not enough for a Nation to
¢ have a good Conttitution, unlefs both the Gover-
“ nors and People concur in adhering to it with
¢ ftri¢tnefs. Abufes once fuffered to creep in, fo
¢ paturally gain ground, fo quickly fpread, that it
“¢ requires conftant vigilance to prevent their entrance
¢ and growth. A jealoufy for the Publicis a com-
t“ mendable jealoufy, and if ever the excefs of any
< paffion were juftifiable, it would furcly be {o here.
¢¢ That temper of mind to which we give the name
¢ of Public Spirit, is fo neceffary to all focicties,

~

~

2 Lord PAGETT. )
R 4 ¢¢ that
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that it is next to impofiible they fhould long fub-
fift without it. Indeed, whatever difficulties par-
ticular men may find in the exercife of it, all
men agree to commend it.  Nor can there be bet-
ter proof of the excellency of any charaéter, than
to fee the very men who refolve never to deferve
it, taking great pains to make the world believe
that they have a right to it

¢ In times of the greateft corruption, we do not
find, that ever a corrupt man of any fenfe durft
openly avow his principles, or declare that he
made his own intereft the meafure of his public
conduél. Quite otherwife : Such men are apt to
ftart at their own picture, and will not forgive
thofe who difcover their views, and reprefent them
in proper colours.  Such tendernefs is prudential ;
fince the difcovery of ill defigns, 15 a ftep to-
wards defeating them.  Befides, men are general-
ly more athamed of vices which thew the weaknefs
of their underftanding, than of thofe which unfold
the corruption of their hearts. It isa confeflion of
the meannefs of a felfith difpofition, that men are
thus loth to be thought governed by it. Though
they would be glad to reap benefit from their low
purfuits, they are afhamed to be detected in con-
triving them.

¢« T therefore looks as if it were equally renoun-
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cing the rules of good fenfe, and every impulfe of
good nature, to be deftituteof regard for the welfare
of the Community, or to imagine that any pri-
vate advantage can itand in competition with the
profperity of the whole. For one nation to grow
rich by the fpoils of others, is very unjuft, yet not
always impolitic. But to weaken and impove-
sith our own Country, is as foolith as it is wicked ;
fince private property muft be very infecure, when
ence that of the public is in danger ; nor can it



"

[4

(17
113
(13
113
33
113
13
«
(13
113
¢
13

(13

¢
(13
(13
€<
[13
<
(43
(19

[19

[13
113
¢
13
[13
113
13
113
3
13

£¢

Discourses #pon TACITUS. 249

be ever more fo than when it comes to be de-
ferted by thofe whofe interett it is to preferve it.
¢¢ I believe that {carce any Conftitution has been
overturned by mere accidents or misfortunes,
Errors at home may have immediately contri-
buted to national ruin, and foreign invafion
brought it on. Buta long courfe of mifianage-
ments, of ambition and rapine, and of evil and
loofe adminiftration, has generally preceded all
great Revolutions ; when the leading men made
it their only ftudy to fupplant, decry, and opprefs
each other ; when the people were on both fides
perverted to ferve the narrow and corrupt pur-
pofes of particular and oppofite Leaders, and were
animated nct by zeal for their Country, but for
hoftile factions debauching and rending their
Country.  Whenever cabals, and licentioufnefs,
whenever corruption, and contempt of authority,
are the meafures of acquiring, and afterwards of
{upporting power, the confequences muft be op-
preflion and injuftice, which will naturally intro-
duce diforder and confufion. A Government thus
fapped in the foundations, like a tree loofened at
the roots, will infallibly be overturned by the
firft unruly blaft, and would in time be overfet
even by its own weight. -
$“ Soc1Ee TI1ES can never fubfift but through the
fame means by which they were firft inftituted.
Impartiality and juftice, zeal for the Public, and -
a fteady adherence to its intereft, are the only
national fecurities. When thefe are wanting, large
Territories,and great Fleets and Armies,will prove
but feeble fupports 3 and, in fpite of all fuch fplen-
did appearances, deftru&tion will follow. The
feveral changes of Government in the Grecian
Commonwealths, are proofs of this obfervation.
Abufes of power made corruption neceffary ; cor-
ruption produced bafenefs, luxury, and the fg{tipc-
fion

’
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tion of all virtue, and thefe fcldom ended but in
fome kind of Ufurpation and Tyranny. Nor
were they brought to a fenfe of their follies until
they had thus fuffered for them ; and, before they
thought of returning to their old prmc1ples of ho-
nefty and Public Spirit, they muft be firft awa-

¢ kened by the fevere lath of fome arbitrary power.

¢ It was for this integrity of Manners, for this
Public Spirit, and inviolable attachment to their
Conftitution, that the Lacedemonians were fo
remarkable, as were alfo the Romans for many
ages, and it was through the decay of Public Spi-
nt and national Integrity, that Athens was fo near
being deftroyed in the courfe of the Peloponnefian
War. ALciB1aDEs, who had boundlefs am-
bition, employed his great wealth in debauching
the people, that by their afiiftance he might raife
himfelf upon the ruin of his antagonift. Hence
alfo the peace concluded between the two nations
by Nicr1as, was broken a few years after it was
made 3 a breach which brought on all thofe lofles
abroad, all thofe diftractions at home, which had
like to have ended in the utter fubjection of the
Republic.

¢ Man vy examples of this kind are found in the

Roman Hiftorians ; but remarkable above all 1s
the ftory and conduét of C£sa r, who by de-
bauching the peoplc enflaved the State. 'Whoever
reads TULLY’S Epifties, which are a curious
fecret Hiftory of thofe times, muft be ftruck with
the prodigious diffolution of manners in that once
honeft and powerful people. Indeed {o aftonifhing
was the change, that they were become even paﬁ:
reclaiming. All the fmart of their long and Leavy
misfortunes was not fufficient to bring them back
to a fenfe of their duty to their Country. Info-
much that when by the death of their Dictator,
- Liberty was once more, as it were, prefented to

¢ them,
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them, they wanted the courage, or rather they
had not the honefty to accept it.
¢« Ir we inquire into the accounts of latter days,

‘ we {till find the fame caufes regularly producing

the fame ‘effects. What was it that occafioned
thofe long and defperate civil wars which afflicted
and almoft deftroyed the great and powerful King-
dom of France? Was it not private ambition,
private intereft carried on under public pretences #
The prefervation of the old Religion, and the
modeft requeft of a toleration to the new, were
the outward appearances, and very plaufible they
were. But the injuftifiable ambition of the Princes,
and the felfith attachment of their dependents,
were the fecret {prings that produced and prolong-
ed thofe pernicious difturbances, pernicious not
only in weakening and impoverithing the State
for the prefent, but in debduching the principles
of all orders of men, and making each fide look
upon the irregular views of their own party as the.
only objects of attention and zeal, and thus facri-
fice the intereft, nay, almoft the very being of the
Community, to the low and narrow purfuits of fu-
rious factions. And when after the fhort caln of
H e~ r v the fourth’s reign, the public diforders
egan to revive in the minority of his Succeffor,
and it was found neceflary for the fupport of the
Royal Power, to curb and break that of the Gran-
dees, an opportunity was furnithed to two fuc-
ceeding Minifters, for their own fecurity as well as
their Mafter’s, totally to deftroy all poffibility of
oppofition, So that putting an end to the old
eftablithment, in its room they fet up anew, which,
probably, the French Nation will never be able
to remove or alter.
¢ It is impofiible to forget, on this occafion, the
great Revolution in a neighbouring Kingdom, not

#¢ much above half a century ago. 'Whilft the No-

< bilicy
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bility and Commons were wifely quarrelling about
the manner of, raifing the money requifite-for dif-
banding the army, two or three Parricides fhatch-
ed the opportunity, and fold the Liberties of their
Country for two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns,
and changed an eletive and limited Monarchy
into one hereditary and abfolute.

¢ Wro can refle¢t on the folly of fuch conduct,
without furprize, when he confiders it as fome-
times pafling upon the world for mighty artifice
and cunning ? To barter away fubftances for fha-
dows, to part with a birthright for a mefs of pot-
tage, is an abfurdity fo glaring, that one might
as well believe thofe who do it to be poflefled with
real honefty, as with any thare of wif{dom. Con-
temptible, and poor, and foolith are any terms,
even the higheft terms, for betraying one’s Coun-
try. They who do it, do but teach and encou-

‘rage others to play the fame gameupon themfelves,

where they find by their example it may be done
with impunity. 'What is general dithonefty, but
general infecurity ? To practife villainy ourfelves,
is to authorize it in others againft us ; and it is as
natural to lofe by it as to gain by it. They who
for fome profit of their own would defraud man-
kind of their liberties or fortunes, are Jike fharpers
who intoxicate company with liquor before they
play with them. They may fucceed in robbing
their dupes of their money, but have caufe to fear
their rage 5 fince by the unjuft lofs of their money,
men are likewife apt to lofe all temper.

“ WitHouT peace of mind there can be no
fuch thing as happinefs ; nor can there be any
peace of mind where there is a fenfe of guilt,

* which is naturally accompanied with apprehenfion

of danger. Can fuch as know that they are not
to be trufted themfelves, ever frankly truft others ?
They will be apt to think others like themfelves,

¢ true
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true only to felf-intereft, and fo will try to deceive
them, as well as defpife them for being deceived.
Thus endlefs difhonefty, whether in private or
public life, will be attended with endlefs anxie~
ties, when fuch as practife it remember that by
all their unrighteous acquifitions, all their guilty
fuccefs, they can only fet themfelves up as marks
to be fhot at, and will have the lefs chance of
efcaping by being {fo much expofed.
“GREATNESsS acquired by great abilities and
Public Spirit, is a poble acquifition, and will be
enjoyed with fatisfaction, though it cannot always
efcape obloquy and clamour. But power and
pomp purchaled by the mifery and groans of the
people, as it is always deteftabie, fo it is always
unfafe. Grandeur, in order to be refpected by
the Public, muft be fupported with merit towards
thé 'ublic.  They who love the people, they who
confult their intereft, and purfue it, are worthy to
thine amongft them, nay, worthy to rule them.
But greamefs without dignity, which arifcs as well
from public benevolence as from capacity, is like
Laws without penalties: The weak and fimple
may perhaps fubmit to them ; but they are de-
fpifed by thofe whom they are' moft wanted to
reftrain.  To be exalted upon the ruins of Liberty
and Laws, to rife by force and iniquity, and to
affert {fuperiority over men by hurting and opprefi-
ing them, is ftrange infatuation, a dangerous pro-
vince. It is like being mounted on an unruly
horfe without bit or bridle ; a fituation which no
wife man would chufe to be in.  When Sorox
was advifed to make ufe of his intereft with his -
countrymen to feize the fupreme rule, he anfwered
wilely, that Tyranny indeed was a fair jpot 5 but
there was no way to come out of il. '
¢ SucH as are known not to love their Country,
cannot reafonably expect to be {afe in it, or that
¢ enmity
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enmity to the Public will not meet with public
hate, which is the next ftep to public revenge :
and they who are indifferent to every intereft but
their own; though they may purchafe flatterers
who have minds as bad as theirs, can never be
exempt from one miferable reflection, that moft
men, and all the beft men abhor them, whilit
only a few of the worft applaud them ; nor can
they find much delight from the hollow praifes of
a tribe of Fawners, when they remember that
injured multitudes are at the fame time perhaps
curfing them, _
“ T HE defire of applaufe is implanted in human
nature, and without doubt intended by the Author
of nature as an incitement to virtue and benevo-
lent altions ; fince by fuch means only we can be
fure of obtaining fo pleafing a gratification. We
may indeed perfonate Public Spirit for a while,
yet have none, and for a while pafs for virtuous
without having Virtue: But the fraud will foon
be difcovered. No difguifes can long hide the
falfe Patriot 5 and his hypocrify will but add to
his condemnation, when it is no longer able to
cover his guilt, .

“ THERE feems to be one never:failing teft
whence to diftinguifh a public fpirited Man ; even
an honeft and difinterefted heart. This is a fort
of conftitutional Virtue, and whoever has it is
fecure againft many of the moft dangerous temp-
tations. ‘The love of money and of power are
violent paffions, and few who are ftrongly pof-
fefled with them can fafely truft themfelves, How
naturally does the avaricious man liften to any
{cheme for filling his coffers 7 How eagerly does
the ambitious man enter into meafures for inlarge-
ing his figure and power ? How apt are both to
flatter themfelves that they deferve all that they
can poflibly poflefs, that whatever they can grafp

s
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is but their due, and that therefore they can never
grafp too much? Blinded by thefe favourite in-
clinations, they can bear nothing that thwarts them;
and, as they thus ftate the account on one fide only,
the balance muft be eternally one way.

¢ Tue true Patriot is content to take the appro-
bation of his own conduc, at leaft for one part
of his reward ; neither would he exchange his
quiet of mind, or the good wifhes of his country-
men, for all the benefit which he could pcflibly
make by juftly forfeiting either. He has a ge-
neral benevolence to the reft ofsthe world, and
cannot tafte that unnatural happinefs of being
alone eafy amongft the many that are miferable,
efpecially were they to be miferable by his means.
Though he may not fet up for any romantic pitch
of Patriotifm, though he do not undertake to de-
vote himfelf for his Country, like CurT1US,
and may be diffident of the weaknefs of human
nature when put upon fuch awful trials; yet of
one Virtue he is at all times fure, never to facri-
fice the Public to his paffions or intereft, or rifque
the tranquillity of the State for any views or emo-
luments of his own.

The END of the Discourses.
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