“PEAGE, LAW, AND ORDER,”

A LECTURE

DELIVERTD IN TUE

§

HALL OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1842,

By THOMAS HODGSKIN.

L |

LONDON :

PRINTED AND PUBLIS{IED RY II. IlETI—IEBINGI‘ONr
WINE OFFICI COURT, FLEET STRERT;

AND SOID BY AT WCORSCLLERS,

. . e
L
-t L,

F



Peess
-?laam
j};\q..? .2) 194 2
137 2497

T0 THE READER,

The Committee of the National Association having res
quested me to deliver a lecture in their Institution, the
following lecture on a popular plrase was drawn up and
delivered. Some partial friends having thought it worthy
of being more extensively circulated, it has been printed
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PEACE, LAW, AND ORDER.

GENTLEMEN,—As I have not for several years delivered
any Jectures, and as I am not in the practice ‘of public
speaking, I felt some difficulty in eomplying with the
request that was made to me, to deliver a lecture in this
Institution. But having been assured that my doing so
might be useful, I conquered my reluctance, I resolved to
do my best, and to rely on your indulgence to make even
that best acceptable to you.

Without further preface, I proceed to the subject on
which I am to speak—the motto of Pracn, Law, and
OrDER, which has of late been frequently assumed by
those who demand political reform. It was exhibited at
the meeting held at the White Conduit House about five
weeks ago ; it has been adopted in various parts of the
country, and seems to be regarded as a kind of political
trinity, in which all men are called on to profess their
belief. It may, perhaps, be intended as a substitute for
the #ri-color, erewhile the battle-flag of freedom. Such a
rallying-sign ought to embody the chief sentiments which
the mind approves, and to which the heart does homage,
It is an expression cf faith, an emphatic political creed
signifying something which men at once love and almost
worship.

It would be an insult to your understandings if I were
to msist at any length on the paramount importance of
connecting clear ideas with all words, but especially with
such important and emphatic words as these, each of whicl
may be said to embrace many rules of conduct., Norisit
necessary to enforce on you the propriety of using words
with a striet regard to the ideas for which they usually
stand., It will suffice on these subjects if T remark, that
we are told by » much venerated authority, that it is not
what enters into a man—not what he eats and what he
drinks—but the words which come out of him that defile
him ; and that such was the well-weighed conviction of 2
philosopher of some celebrity of the last eentury,¥ that

* Wollaston, The Religion of Nature delineated,
A2 \
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he represented, and with great though not perfect truth,
all immorality and all crimes to be nothiug more than
telling lies or giving a false representation of things.

As a warning to you and in justice to myself [ must
make one preliminary observation. [ am afraid you will
say the lecture has mno practical bearing—it is theoretie,
Utopian, and can give rise to no improvement. Inmy
opinion, gentlemen, we require in pelities knowledge
rather than aets, The whole world teems with polities
put into action, and every soclety seems pretty nearly
equally misgoverned and miserable.  Before we act fur-
ther we much require t{o know better; and on this
account I hold, that if my observations convey any know-
ledge to you, they will he more serviceable than if they
sugeested an immediate course of action, which must,
from the general ignorance at present, lead to unsatis-
factory results.

Pracgk, Law, and OrpER, gentlemen, are very com-
prehensive terms, and each might serve as a text for many
a long discourse. Limited to one, my object will be to
attempt something like a deseription of the things for
which these words stand, more with a view to notice con-
tradietions than accordauces betwixt them. Tor o reason
which will, I am sure, be apparent to you before 1 have
done, I shall transpose the words, and treat of Peace and
Order belore I treat of Law,

To begin with the word PrAcE, it is said of a Roman
tyrant who put many men to the sword, that he made a
solitude and ealled it peace. Reformers seek not peace
by the extirpation of their fellow creatures. The peace
which they desire must prevail amongst numerous fami-
lies in conjunction with cheerful and active contentment,
the offspring of rosy abundance. It must be found in
erowded workshops, in thronged streets, in teeming cities,
and with ever-increasing multitudes of our race. It must
exist amidst the ceaseless motions of the steam engine,
the buzzing of ever-moving shuttles, and the din of ever-
falling hammers. It must be felt in the hum of public
schools, in the gay festivities of processions, and in the
applause of congregated audienees in halls of seience and
theatres for amusement. That we may prosper, we must
have peace on Tivers incessantly agitated by the paddle
of the steam-boat, and dashed into foam by the sailing
ship ; and we must have peace on roads where the nelive
industry of our people never allows the whirl of carriages
to be unheard. The peace we implore is not the peace ol
solitude made by tyrannic and brutal power; nor is it the
peace which is nultimately {0 be reached, perhaps, through
the process of withliolding food from the people, for ere
starvation effectually does its work the <oul is agonized by

the seraams of hyngerand the impreoations of despair,
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To suppress the public voiee aud stitle public discussion
is not peace, To close the doors of w public theatre to
prevent au eloquent man from addressing o erowd of his
admiring countrymen on the mecans of their political
regeneration, is not peace,” To gag those who would give
utterance to sentiments of general diseontent is not peace.
Peace is the quiet and perfect toleration of every expres-
sion of opinion, such as I hope you will extend to all
opinions which you may hear in this place, and particu-
larly to any opinions of mine which you may think
extraordinary, or which may not aceord with your own
opinions, |

The subject of the communication of opinion is so im-
portant that I must dwell on it at some length,

Iiach man has his own feelings, perceptions, and senti-
ments, as he has his own peculiar colour, stature, and
forin. By no possibility can one man ever have or know
the feelings, perceptions, and sentiments of another, But
language, or the signs of our ideas and feelings, by «
contrivance which would be marvellous were it not, like
all extremely valuable things, extremely familiar, excites
when used by one person some corresponding but not
necessarily simtlar feelings, perceptions, and sentiments
in other persons. Though our instrument of communi-
cation may be muech superior to the instruments of com-
munication used by other animals, a faculty of communi-
cation 1s common to them all, DBird chirps -to bird, and
sheep bleats to sheep : commuuieation by sigus or language
18, therefore, a universal law of auimal nature.

Man uses words to make known his wants to his fellow
man, There might by possibility be some rude barter
were there no spoken language, but there could be no
cxtensive buying and selling, no division of labour, no
society, in the true sense of that term. The use of
language, therefore, is indispensible to social existence,
aud 1t alone links man to man, and links all society in
one coinmon bond.

Now 1t the use of language may not be and cannot be
suppressed, controled, and regulated by the legislator iu
all the ordinary business of life, if it must be left perfectly
free for all the great purposes of buying and selling, and
for carrfing on all our daily occuputions, can any man
point out a limit at which the communication of wants
and feelings becomes criminal or properly subject to pro-
hibition ? To me it seems as necessary and as essential
to social weltare that every man should be perfeetly at
liberty to state that he wants political or religious free-

* Mr. Vincent had a few days before found the doors of the
theatre at Derby locked against bhim lest Le should excite the
people,
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dom, and to consult or bargain witihh others as fo the
weans of obtaining it, &5 he is and must be at liberty to
say he wants a loaf of bread or a pound of meat, and to
bargain for its possession. Being endowed with language,
wan js invited or commanded by his Maker to communi-
cate his political feelings and thoughts to others as he
communieates his want, in order that it may be gratified,
of a coat or a pair of shoes. TFar from being offended with
such a communication, all men ought at least to tolerate
it, and in general to be pleased with it—and this is
especially true of everything which concerns the common
and general weal,

In the case of political wants, magistrates, statesmen,
and men in authority supply, er profess to supply, the
articles wanted, and they ought to recetve the communi-
cation of what is required with as much satisfaction as a
tradesman receives an order from a customer. That they
do not, that they grow angry when these wants are com-
municated, that they endeavour to put down the expres-
sion of them under the pretext of preserving the public
peace, seems to me a sign that they are not true and fair
tradesmen., They have none of the articles which they
profess to supply, and which the people—theircustomers—
want ; they do not make them, they cannot make them,
and therefore they grow fussyand angry when thosearticles
are demanded, and seek to bully the people into taking
something very diftferent and very worthless. Peace,
order, liberty, plenty, industry united with wealth, and
idleness wedded to rags, virtue only rewarded, and erime
only punished, are the political wants of mankind which
they ask those to gratify who pay themselves very largely
for undertaking the business; but statesmen very gene-
rally, from a conseiousness of mability, and perhaps from
uniting within themselves the characteristics of the quack
and the bully, seldom hear them demanded without flying
into a rage and forming a pious resolution, that eost what
it may such demands must be silenced. The silence
caused by the anger of men in authority is not the peace
which we demand. It is not the suppression of auy and-
every diversity of public opinion, still less isit the putting
down either by magistrates or individuals of free discus-
sion, even though it be rude, noisy, confused, and disagree-
able., The hissing of the escaping steam may alarm the
ignorant or the timid, but the skilful and the wise know-
that the cessation of the noise indicates & closed valve,
and warns them either to allow the pent-up power to
escape, or look out for a ruinous explosion.

In Ireland, Spain, and some other countries, broken
heads and wounded bodies frequently existin conjunction
with very abject submission to a particuler order of men,
But we do not call it peace when the soul is subdued into



7

sluvery by the M’Neil and Chalmers stolen-terrors of an
invisible world. It is not peace to have all the faculties
benumbed, to have thought suppressed, enterprise nipped
in the bud, and energies wasted, lest man should offend
his ereator by using his gifts, There may be a mental as
well as a physical solitude, and a desolation of the mind
as well as & destruetion of the body, without that peace for
whiclt we are willing to struggle,

That man should better his condition, or, in the ex-
pressive phrase of the Americans, should go-ahead, is the
Jaw of his being. It is felt universally, and is the parent
of civilization. Tor a man to remain contented “in that
station of life” in which, according to the phrases of the
Catechism, it has pleased God to eall him,” accords with
the political system of the Hindoos, in which every man
has a station arbitarily assigned, but is terribly at variance
with our competitive system, and even with the conduct
of those who teach it, for they are all ambitious of rising
to be Archbishop of Canterbury. Perhaps the precel[llt
was originally imported from a country in which the
Hindoo system of castes prevailed, and is now taught
without any reflection on its bearings ; but certainly it is
here very generally inculcated to make men contented
under political wrongs, If rigidly obeyed, it can only
check all hopes and all honourable ambition, and make
a desert of the heart and mind. Such an abnegation of
all energy, such a withered dreariness of the soul, wanting
new thoughts and new enterprize, brought about by the
influence of an ambitious, seli-interested priesthood, such
as we see 1n Italy and did see in Spain, is not peace but
mental desolation. ‘ '

It is not peace, gentlemen, to employ troops and ships
to slaughter the Chinese, because our legislature commit-
ted the blunder of attempting to establish its autherity in
the waters of China, and because two naval captains car-
vied out the blunder with the arrogance which usually
Lelongs to gentlemen of their profession, It is not peace
to send English troops to slaughter the Affghans, however
treacherous and cruel that people may be, for they never
injured England. To bombard the towns of Syria and
murder its people is not peace., Taxes at home producing
discomfort in every family are the consequences of these
wars abroad, and such national outrages, being followed
by numerous private calamities, are not peace but great
crimes, Peace to be procured perhaps hereafter by pre-
seut war made by men in authority, first on their own
people, and then under their guidance made on foreign
nations, is rot the peace whieh is meant by reformers.

The peace which they mean is the peace of mnutual for-
bearance and kindness amidst an active and crowded
population. It is not the peace of solitude or the peace
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of mental desolation ; it is the peace of great energies
aud active affections—it i3 brotherly love and sisterly
tenderness—it is roespect between employers and em-
ployed—it is honesty between buyers and sellers—it is
contentment in families—it is harmony and love betwixt
all the nations of the earth. 1t is totally different from
the peace negotiated or decreed, but not obtaived, by
politicians—preached but not praetised by the priesthood ;
1t 1s equally alien from the tumult of an assembled multi-
tude and the violence of an armed soldiery. It is the
quiet pursuit of knowledge and wealth by individuals
cach after his own fashion, not the dominion of an armed
force gloating over the broken heads and pierced bodies
of their countrymen and countrywomen. It is not the
power of a meddling busy magistracy, which seeks in
vain to prevent all violence and crime but their own,
Peace is not compelled silence nor motion restrained by
fetters. The peace of the heart in the midst of freedom
and enjoyment, which passeth all understanding, is the
peace which cennot be tdo highly honoured nor too in-
tensely cultivated. 1f such be the peace meant by the
motto, it is impossible to be too brightly emblazoned on
the banners of reform.

I proceed next, gentlemen, to offer you a few consider-
ations on the word OrpEr, Order, we are told by the
poet,

“ ——ig heaven's first law; and that confessed,
Some are and must be greater thun the rest—
More rich, more wise, but who isfers from hence
That they are happier, shocks all common sense.”’

To this description of order 1 in part demur and m
part assent., That some men must be more wise and
more rich than others is in the order of nature. Men are
born with different capacities and powers, and with dif-
ferent means, therefore, of self-aggrandisement and self-
instruction. One man is more industrious and skilful
than another, and he acquires more wealth: he may be
parsimonious, and keep together what he acquires; he
may add heap to heap till he abound in riches. Another
man may be not only little skilful or little industrious,
but he may be withal very extravagant, or generous, or
pleasure-loving, and may scatter and disperse his little
acquisitions while the other is hoarding. That some men
should be ricker than others is a part of the natural order
of society.

There are similar diversities of talents giving as their
fruits great differences of wisdom. At one end in the
scale of human capacity we have a Franklin, and at
ano ther a George 1II. One, a philosopher, conducting
his own personal affairs with admirable skill to his own
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personul happiness and aggrandisement, while for the
veteril goud he enlarged by his discoveries the bouuds of
moral and physical science, and contributed to extend
the sphere of human power and human enjoyment ; the
other little better than an obstinate idiot, rearing a great
family to be a great public burden—I had almost said,
considering their morals and their extravagance, a public
nuisance, inflicting on mankind the untold woes of two
longand bloody wars, and losing to his country the friend-
ship and brotherhood of its most powerful swarm. Of
these two men the idiot was, in the poet’s sense of the
word, by far the greatest, the philosopher being a poor
and able printer, toiling for his daily bread, and happy
in the enjoyment of a meal of water-gruel or oatimeal-
porridge, while the idiot was the king, the greatest man
of a great nation, surrounded by a splendid court, having
every animal appetite gratified without stint, and receiving
daily the adulation of a not very wise people,

The illustration teaches us that one man must be wiser
thau another, and it also teaches us that the order which
depends on degrees of riches or wisdom is not coincident
with the order which depends on greatness or littleness,
Men may be wiser or richer than their fellows without
being greater; and admitting the truth of the poet’s
description as to wisdom and wealth, I shall now en-
deavour to describe to you an order of society essential
to its continuance, pervading all its parts in which one
in is not greater than another,

[ must take a somewhat wide scope to bring this sub-
jeet elearly, however briefly, before you.

The great and immediate object of all man’'s exertions
1s wan’s own happiness, Self-preservation is not the first
nor the chief law of nature, ‘The chief law, the law of
laws, is—Bg mapry, This comwand, this call, this
craving we all necessarily feel, and numerous are the
instances in which individuals, despising pain and death,
or rushing on self-destruction, endeavour to obey the
comnand, “ Be happy,” even in self annihilation, Hap-

piness 1s, 1n truth,

11 ‘_

our being’s end and aim !

Good, pleasure, easg, content, whate’er its name ;
That something still which prompts the dormant sigh,
For which we bear to live or dare to die,”

The first and chief natural law for individuals must
also be the chief law for society, which is only an aggre-
gation of individuals, and has no natural laws other than
those which arc generated in the bosoms of individuals.
The first and chief law or command for society, therefore,
a8 for individ aals, 1s~BE HAPPY,

A
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I scarcely need observe that to live we must eat, and
that the gratification of appetite is also a pleasure. Nature
has not entrusted the preservatior of the rage to the de-
duetions of reason or the discoveries of science; she has
placed it under the surer guarantee of enjoyment, We
do not think of the preservation of life when we eat and
drink, but eating and drinking, which are great pleasures,
ensure, within certain limits, the preservation of life. The
Le-happy principle, enjoy and live, is the foundation of
self-preservation which nature has bounteously and
lovingly made contingent on gratification. -

Nature has created little or no food for man, but she
has endowed him with the means of creating it. Food is
obtained and can only be obtained by lahour. Now as
the great command of Nature is be happy, as life can-
not be sustained nor happiness possessed without food,
the production of food, which depends on man’s will and
his exertions, is the first and main business or duty of
every individual and of every society. He and it must
ensure subsistence to obtain enjoyment. 1t consequently
follows that the wise direction of labour in order to obtain
food 1s or ought to be the prime end and aim of all social
institutions., It is not the only but it is the first and the
chief object, to which all other objects are subordinate,
All the proteetion given by laws or governments is only
intended to promote security to men while they labour in
their food-winning avocations. The soldier rightly exists
only to proteet the ploughman. ¢ In my mind,” said
Lord Brougham, in his celebrated speech on reforming
the law, ¢ he was guilty of no error—he was chargeable
with no exaggeration—he was betrayed by his faney into
no metaphor—who once said that all we see about us,
Kings, Lords, and Commons, the whole machinery of the
state, all the apparatus of the system and its varied
workings, ended in simply bringing twelve good men into
a box, Such—the administration of justice~-is the cause
of the establishment of government.”

But to what end is justice administered, except that
each man may be secured in the possession of what he
produces, and, producing it, what he owns, and thus be
enabled to feed and clothe himself? The merchant, in
sending a ship acress the deep, orin exploring the furthest
recesses of the globe, has for his first and main object to
supply himself with food or increase his command over
the means of subsistence. The artist designs and the
poet composes, in the great msajority of cases, in order
that he may have food for himself and his family. To
this end, first, all men toil. To this end the plodding in-
ventor racks his brains, and the more fortunate man of
genius spreads before the world the rich fruits of his in-
spirations. This sets in motion the whole beautiful
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iugenuity ol sociely, and to secure au ubuudm[ce of sub-
sistence, I repeat, ought to be the main and prime object
of ull soeial institutions.

We ask for liberty of thought, for liberty of speech, for
liberty of action aud of euterprize, that we may in the end
feed and clothe ourselves in our own way in comfort and
security, and havé all the enjoyment, moral and intel-
lectual, we can command, or be kappy on the earth which
God has given us for an heritage. Out of this funda-
mental principle of every individual’s existence, and
from the actions it dictates, there grows a great sYSTEM
OF SOCIAL ORDER, IN WHICH NO ONE IS GREATER
THAN ANOTHER, though he may be wiser and richer, and
which is, I think; or ought to be the order contemplated
by the motto,

Take it at its commencement. The foundation or be-
ginning of society is the union of the sexes. Inall ages
and in all countries, whatever may have been their politi-
cal institutions and consequently the political relations of
the sexes, the sexes have always had different employ-
ments. As the rule, the man has taken the out of home
occupation, and the woman the at-home labour. I need
not advert to the marked differences and striking pecu-
liarities in the constitutions and natural funetions of each
which of necessity make the sexes embrace different oc-
cupations, in order to procure subsistence for both and
for the family, If at a certain period the man must pro-
vide food or allwould starve, the woman must for a certain
time take care of the children. On these great natural
differences between the sexes is founded the first division
of labour which serves to maintain each family ; and
families, as you know, constitute society, which consists
of them and them only,

Although the differences between the sexes are great
and striking, they are so essential to each other, and their
different labours are so mutually serviceable ard indeed
mutually indispensible, in order that both may be happy,
that neither one is greater than the other, They are, as
Dr., Franklin described them, the two halves of a pair of
seissors ; ox, not exactly resembling each other, they may
be compared to the chain and spring of a watch, both of
which are equally essential to the completion of the move-
ment. The division of the whole human race into two
sexes, each of which, by its peeuliar attributes, does as
the rule devote itself to a particular branch of the labour
necessary to support themselves and rear a family in the
pursuit of individual happiness, is the foundation of all
division of labour in society, and in that division neither
of these two is greater, ox better, or more serviceable than
the other,
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Next to this first and chief nutarul source of division
of labour, comes the different faculties and capacities of
individuals, which make at all tinies, in the rudest state
of society and in the most civilized, one man better
adapted to one employment than another : one maw, for
example, better adapted to make weapons, and another
to run down the game ; one man with a powerful muscular
frame to be a smith, and another of less proportion and
strength to be a tailor ; one man with a fine eye to be a
puinter, another man with defective vision or no visien
at all, and the sense of hearing very acute, to be a musi-
cian ; one man to be an inventor and contriver like James
Watt, and another to be the manipulator of his beautiful
conceptions ; one man witha quick eye and a firm nerve
to be a great surgeon, the Liston of his day,~another
with superior mental powers and & fine voice to be the
leading orator of a senate. 1 give these few and brief
examples merely as illustrations ; the principle pervades
society, and as individuals have difterent powers and ca-
pacities, go they are adapted to different employments,
and contribute, by devoting themselves to them, to
provide for the subsistence of the whole,

After the diversities of talents which make men betake
themselves to different occupations, come diversities of
circumstanees, such as one man living on the bank of a
river or the ocean and becoming a fisherman, and another
inhabiting a fertile valley and becoming a farmer; such -
as oue man living in a climate which is tavourable to the
production of sugar and becoming a planter, and another
living in a country suitable to wool-bearing animals,
which beecomes the home of & woollen manufacture. 1
«an only, in this brief discourse, indicate the principles
which force on men and on nations, at all times and in
all countries, in the pursuit of individual happiness, first
to get subsistence afterwards to procure luxuries—a
division of labour which in its results—though that is
not contemplated by the individuel, as the preservation
of life is not contemplated when we take food-—more
easily procures subsistence for all, and tends to make so-
ciety happy. These principles are now as continually in
operation and influence the conduct of the sexes, of in-
dividuals, and of uations, as at the very beginning of
society. In truth, an enlarged deduction demonstrates
that they become intense and extensive as population
increases, As mouths, which mean wants, are multi-
plied, so are hands, talents, and powers, and exactly in
that proportion facilities for extending division of labour
and easily supplying the wants of all.

. Whether thisbrief explanationindicates satisfactorily or
not to you, the true source of the origin, progress, and
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extension of thut division of labour wlich facilitates’
production, it is a fact that at present few or no indi-
viduals in any part of the world supply all the materials.
ef their own subsistence ; and it is also a fact that all, by
combining their labour, are much more easily supplied
than they could be by each one seeking to supply his own
wants by his isolated labour, I have adverted to the
origin of the system and to the larinciplgs which determ;ne
ity progress, to make you aware that 1t does not spring
from parliamentary regulations or forced and legislative
separation of men into classes or castes, It exists at all
times, though in difterent degrees, in every form of society,
and must therefore have 2 NATURAL not & roLITICAL
origin, Itis the result of the laws of man’s being not of
the laws of Parliament,

At present we are all buyers and sellers, and ail supply
our wants by the mutual interchange of services. The
farmer, the miller, and the baker, each contributes his part
to supplying us with bread, and in turn the manufacturer,
the twilor, and the shoemaker, clothe the farmer, the
miller, and the baker., The result of all this useful and
combined labour is to supply the whole society with food
and clothing, which, as I have ssid and must repeat, is
the main object and aim of all human exertions and all
institutions. That being fully achieved by these com-
bined exertions, nothing else being wanted to that end
but those exertions, and everything else in society being
the mere ornament, the Jace and iringe and irippery, of
subsistence, that embracing the end and the whole means
of sucial existence, every other species of order being ab-
solutely unimportant compared tq this, is there either in
fact or principle any superiority in the occupation of any
one of these component parts of the social whole, or in any
one buyer or seller or producer, which makes him greater
than any other? No, gentlemen. In this system of
natural social order, which by division of labour amongst
individuals and nations provides for the subsistence of
all, ALL ARE EQUAL; and as the maker of bows and the
hunter were equal in the first fude stage of society, so in
1ts most advanced condition, whatever may be its political
form, apart from greater or less wealth, greater or less
wisdom, the baker, the miller, the farmer, the manu-
facturer, the shoemaker, the tailor, the merchant, the
bauker, all buyers and sellers, are equal, and equally
usefil to one another, What can a seller do without a
buyer? What use is spinning if there be no weaving?
Why set up a bank if there be no depositors? In this
great system of order by which, without the intervention
of the law-giver, all our wants are supplied, each indi-
vidual and each class of tradesmen is separately exactly
like the odd half of a peir of scissors—he can cut no-
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thing ; and a1l being mutually and equally serviceable, 5o
one can say, or 1 fact does say, he is greater thau
another. ' ‘

‘'here are diversities of wealth, and diversities of tulent
—sowme men are richer and others wiser. There are cer-
tain political relations in society which constitute great-
ness and littleness ; but a rich farmer, or a rich shoe-
maker, or a richitailor, is as great a man as a rich mer-
chant or a rich banker. All these men and all other
classes exchange their produects with one another on per-
fectly equal terms, There is no compulsion, no constraint
on one side or the other; they make their bargains and
deal mutually on a foofing of perfeet equality. The
apple-woman at the stall in the street bargains with her
customers on as perfeet a Jooting of freedom as does the
the greatest banker of London.

The system of social order by which the subsistence of
all 1s assured, and in which all are equal, is not confiaed
to any one country or particular assemblage of men. To
prepare the cotton shirts in which most of us are clothed,
the labour of the Manchester spinner and the Manchester
weaver are not more indispensible nor more serviceable
than the labour of the American seaman who brings the
cotton across the ocean to Liverpool, or the labour of the
American cultivator who grows it. We might extend the
vemark to all those foreigners who supply us with any of
the materials of our food and clothing, Being equally
serviceable, they are in other respects on « perfect footing
of equality ; and a cotton grower in Georgia, or a mer-
chant in New Orleans, or the captain of an American
packet-ship, would hear with infinite surprise that he was
an inferior person to thé Liverpool merchant, the Man-
chester manufactarer, or the metropolitan haberdasher.
No, gentlemen ; all the thousand different oceupations, 1
repeat, into whieh civilized society is split by men pur-
suing their own happiness are ail equal, and no one is
more re¢uired or more useful than another. By the com-
bined exertions of those.who fill them society is fed,
clothed, ana sustained with reguiarity and order, of
which the daily supply of the metropolitan markets,
without the interference of any law, is an illustration.

All these various labourers, producers, buyers, and
sellers work together, moreover, with admirable harmony,
each producing what satisfies the demands of the other,
though they know not even of the existence of one an-
other, At this moment men in the United States of
Awmerica, in the West Indies, and in turthest China, are la-
bouring to clothe you and supply you with your morning’s
meal ; and you in turn,or your couatrymen at Manchester,
Leeds, and Sheffield, with whom you immediately ex-
cnange the produce of your Jabour, are labouring to
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supply the Americans, the West Indians, aud the Chinese
with cutting instruments or woollen cloth, 'This great
schemie of social order, thereiore, by which the wants ot
all the human race are supplied, compared to which the
several systemsof political order engrafted on it are no
better than the disfigurements which savages mark on
their bodies, and of which the active and component parts
do not necessarily know any more of the existence and
working of each other, than does the piston of the steam
engine know of the existence of the erank by which its
own motion is eonverted into a totally different motion,—
this great system of social order is palpably and plainly
not the will and work of man, but the will and work of
that over-ruling Providence of which we trace the order
and the wisdom through every part of the visible world.
It is found in that

¢« —— law which moulds a tear,
And bids it trickle from its source ;
Which law preserves the earth a sphere,
And guides the planets in their course.”

It is found, too, in the bosom of man, and guides the
- labour of his hands,

~ There 1s, however, another species of order, properly
called political order or rather disorder, in society, which
is more generally contemplated by men in authority then
this natural system of social order. I think I ean make
the difference and the distinction between them apparent
by referring to the condition of the farmer,

In relation to the miller, the shop-keeper, the tailor, the
merchant, and generally the whole body of consumers,
thefarmer, supplying their wants, is an important member
of the system of natural social order; in relation to the
landlord he forms no part of it. ‘Whether he be the
owner of the land he cultivates, as the farmer generally
1s in the United States, or pays a rent for it to some Duke
of Neweastle, is of no importance to those whom he sup-
plies with food. In a system of free competition andfree
trade, men will give no more ‘for o quarter of corn to u
rent-paying than to a non-rent-paying farmer., The land-
lord—the mere receiver of rent—does nothing for other
men ; and he is not & part of the natural system of social
order, Ie contributes neither to the production nor to the
distribution of the means of subsistence, . The payuient
of rent is altogether the offspring of an early monopoly
of the soil. 1t is the mouey eompensation inereased as
labour has become more jproductive for the numerous
services which the warrior, wlo firsi reduced men to
slavery and then became a landlord, exacted of them at the
point of the sword. 'The farmer, though equal to the
miller and the baker, and to every other member of the
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naturul order of suciety, is not equal to ti:e sword monopo-
lizer of the soil and the inheritors of his power. The
farmer is a tenant-at-will ; he must cultivate the ground,
that is labour, as the Jandowner or 'custom prescribes.
His rent is sometimes abated as prices fall to keep him
dependent ; and the landlord, who makes laws for him,
who administers them also as & justice, and drives him
to the poll to vote for the candidate of the landowner’s
choice, is not his equal but his master.

Now such a relation as this between farmer and land-
lord, which is knownin other cases under the terms master
and servant, employer and employed, pervades a great
portion of society, and is found in the Umnited States as
well as in Lurope, under the avowed form of slavery in
the persons of the once stolen negroes or their descendants,
and in the concealed form of servitude in the persons of
the expatriated Irish, the once and indeed often mastered
and ill-treated slaves of the rude Saxon tribes who over-
ran this part of Europe. Theérelations between landlord
and tenant, capitalist and labourer, which is a relation
growing outof slavery,and betweenmasterand servant, are
not created by nuture, and they form no part of the natural
order of society, They are the oﬁ'sprini of conquest, the
results of almostforgotten usurpations, which the extension
of the natural order of society has a continual tendency to
overrule and destroy. Gradually, the lord enforeing his
will with the battle axe and sword, and the trembling
thrall working with a fetter round his arm on which was
branded the name of his master, have disappeared from
amongst us; and & numerous middle class, of which all
the members are equal to ove another, the offspring of
division of labour and mutual exchange, has supplied their
place, The effeets of theoriginal wrong, however, still fester
in the constitution of society. We suffer now from the
consequences of ancient usurpations which must be out-
grown, and can only be outgrown by the extension of the
system - of division of labour, of mutual buying and
selling and mutual service—or free trade, before the natu-
ral social order I have described can reign supreme and
zgstow on man the bappiness it is destined to confer on

im,

I may not at present enter further into the subjeet of
poiitical order, which I have merely alluded to in order
to contrast it with natural social order. In the one all i3
gentleness, kindness, and mutual service, in the other all
13 violence, constraint, and mutual injury. One is perfect
frecdom, the other coercion. In the one there is perfeet
equality, in the other dominion and degradation, lordship
and serfship, Servants and workmen are equal amongst
themselves, or to one another ; master and employer are
equal amongst themselves ; the Jandowners, except as one
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is richer than another, are equal amongst themselves : but
betwensn these classes there is neither political nor social
equality—there is superiority and inferiority, and there is
a constant struggle for ascendancey, which disturbs order
and puts an end to peace. This anti-peace order does
nothing for mankind but vex and harags them; the natu-
ral order which I have briefly described maintains them
in comfort and wealth, and carries out to its fullest extent
the object of all society—the realization ot the great
command, BE mArrY, while it prescribes and preserves
PERFECT EQUALITY amongst all its multitudinous

members.*

* Jtis a coincidence worthy of notice, that on the day before the
lecture was delivered, M. de Ja Martine’s address on the “ 1n-
dustrial progress of the human race” was published in a London
newspaper ; and some of his opinions are so much in accordance
with those of the text, that they confirm their accuracy. 1 quote
a passage here, which a fear of making the lecture too long pre-
vented me from quoting at the tige of delivering it :~—

““To prove how cautious we should be in predicting conse-
quences, even from the most trifling facts, 1 will mention threo
chances, yet providential ones, at the commencement of this age.

‘“ In 1768, I believe, they for the first time brought a few grains
. of teaas a curiosity to the Governor-General of the Indies, and
. to-day entire fleets are employed in furnishing its consumption to
" England, Russiz, Germany, Switzerland, &c., the mighty exclange
of two worlds.

“ Another fact is this. Forty years since they presented a cotton
plant to the Egyptian Pacha, and now one-half of the Mediter-
fanean navigation hears the cotton of the Nile into Ilurope. 'I'bis
18 nothing. ‘lis eyes are opened by his new wealth to political
wisdom, and be has suddenly bethought bim that the isthmus of
Suez, so long forgotten by trade, is the shertest road to India. He
1s about to open the path between the two Continents,

“ Again, a last fact. Fifty years since an English machinist dis-
covered the incalculable force of expansien possessed by the com-
pressed vapour of boiling water. ‘The steam.engine was inventeu.

“ What results, gentlemen, from these three coincident industrial
facts, occurring in the same age? A second creation of the geo-
graphical, political, moral, and commercial world. ‘I he extremes
of the earth have approached ; languages, races,interests, religions
have been fused. The result for all humanity has been an increuse
of force and unity that God alone could compute, 1u short, these
result in a certain and perhaps nigh future, the realization of thut
chimera of all conquerors and of all creeds—universal mondrchy ;
aut at the time of universal monarchy, the monarchy of intellect,
commerce, industry, and thought.

** Industries are the degrees of rising civilization. Will you lare
to curse, to check, and to destroy them. But I know such a
thought is far from you. I know that your complaints are only
jests. But, sir, it is a dangerous thing to sport with the truth,
By such men as you are all is considered serious. In scofling at
your age, you run the risk of forcing an error on it.

““ Independently of this, what isthe truth ? 1t is that the world
15 chunging, and hecomes more ard more industrial and democratic .
The one must follow the other. Well, shall we deny the facts for
aye-—shall we ahstain from resolving those two grand and difficult
problems which Providence itself hath placed before us, No s in
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We are told, gentlemen, that all the Lairs of our head
are numbered, and that a sparrow does not fall to the
ground without its being known to onr hieavenly Fatler ;
think ye, therefore, that the rise and progress of human
society—the extension of the human race, so as now to
occupy almost the whole surface of the globe, at least
there 15 no part of it which is not now to some extent ex-
pored and peopled, producing great changes on that ap-

- parently eternal surface, altering the course of its rivers,

lowering its mountains, and filling up its vallies,—think
ye, gentlemen, that human society, the grandest of sll
moral phenomena, which is daily developing itself before
our eyes, and is as yet perhaps but in its infaney, of
which, as it 1s not like a well-dressed page at court or a
watch, the offspring of human will, and 1s not governed
by periodic laws as are the planets, but has a progressive
law of its own, no man can tell what it will be hereafter,
—think ye, when the hairs of each individual’s head are
numbered, and the more minute funetions of the body
are carefully provided for, that the whole stupendous

place of stopping our workmen, and destroying our machines, let
us accept and triumph over the difficulties of our epoch. The
great successes of civilization are born convulsive efforts. The
world becomes industrial, GiveIndustry asoul which shall nullify
1is great vice—tho hardness of heart hegotten in nations who make
wealth their idol.”

I will make one criticism on this passage, and will notice one
fact, D. de Ia Martine has not traced the system of division of
labour to its source, nor been duly sensible of the immense force it
exercises 1n its progress. Had that been the case, he would have
heen sensible that industry has a soul of its own, and requires none
from the hands of statesmen, and above all requires none from
those persons whe do not understand the laws or soul of in-
dustry, DMy remarks tend, I think, to prove that industry has
soul, as what great material body, what glorious creation which
lias life in 1t, is without one?

* All are hut parts of ene stupendous whole,
Whose hody Nature is, and God the soul.”
It is a poor philosophy, which cannot trace in the laws of the
planetary world and in the latws of animal life—in the majestic and
regular motions of the pianets and in the gambols of a kitten—a
soul in both though peculiar to each ; and such asoul, prescribing
its being, 18 found in the industry of mun., Theindustrious classes
are sensible of thig; and 1t is mot they, but the i1dle classes sub-
sisted by the Jabour of others, who really make wealth their idol,
who say that industry has no soul, and who continually traduce
manual labour of all kinds, that they may eajoy undisturbed the
ravished fruits of its exertions,

The fact I will notice is, that so little influence have such
writings as that of M., de la Martine, and of course 1 am ready to
1ufer such as that of the present production, over the publicacts, that
all the recent legislation of France, and particularly the regulation
about linen yarn, has ¢ dared to curse’” and tended ** to check and de-
stroy’’ some of the *‘ industries” which ‘¢ are the degrees of rising
civilization.” That comes in France and probably in England from
supposing that industry has not a soul or laws of its own.
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Jensmena of man’s social existence are uot equally pro-
ided for, and natural éﬂ.ws laid down for its government
md guidance? Ther® are such laws, which we must
tudy snd learn in order to make society answer that
sreat command, ‘ Be happy,” which is engraved on the
Qreart of every individual,
% My object has been, in treating of the word ORDER,
%o point out, very briefly and imperfectly 1 am aware, the
Ronsequences of some of these natural laws in the ex-
Ystence of a natural order in society which arises and ex-
8cnds from man obeying them., If that be the order
Bhought of by those who have invented and used the motto
Svhich has occasioned this lecture, like other great parts
$1d portions of the order of the universe, it cannot be
foo highly honoured. On the contrary, if it mean po-
Btical order, whether that of & monarchy or a republie—
¥ it mean the order established in the United States of
Quuerica of master aud slave, and formerly establisked
$hroughout Europe, aud which has, as we know, to be
gpheld by eruel laws—if it mean the relation between
indlord and tenant, mester and servant, capitalist and
I8bourer, monarch and subject, governor and governed,
which are now maintained by coercion, and which are the
snsequences of the slavery which once existed in
Burope—such an ORDER seems so adverse to the happi~
1iess of man, that it ought not to be the objeet of our
pspect and veneration,

@ T'he things expressed by the two words of the motto,
@hich I have endeavoured to explain, are worthy
¥ all honour. I now come to the third term, Law,
Meaning, in contradiction to the laws of nature or of
od, the laws of man. What is law in this sense that 1t
hould be considered of equal value and importance with
peace and order? Law in this sense is the pleasure of a
most ignorant selfish despot, like the Czar of Russia or
he Sultan of Turkey ; it is the dictate of the self-interest
landowners, who have, as already explained, no part
% natural social order—onr it is the decree of an ignorant
gemocracy, far too much and too necessarily engaged in
Roviding subsistence for themselves and others to be able
¥ comprehend much less direct and govern, social phe-
pmena. In fact, no man can direct and govern them ;
BRd if there be, as I have endeavoured te shew, a natural
Mcial order which is ever growing, aud cannot be known
Ml it comesinto existence, all human laws, whichean have
By a future effect, must be short-coming, ineflicient, and
Wischevious, if not absurd, Such laws are in many cases
Qutrary to peace, in many adverse to order; and if peace
Rd order be good things, law cannot be a good thing.
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It was accordmyg to Jaw that heads were Jately broken §
at Kenmngton Common, 1t wag by law that your esti- }
mable sceretary was imprisoned in Warwick Gaol, 1t is, |
I believe, strictly according to law that public meetings )
may be, as they have been, suppressed by a police officer, |
The law is decreed by very ignorant, very selfish men, j
who constitute the legislature, or by judges who pretend
to interpret and aet on the wisdom of men who lived }
centuries ago, and knew no more of the present condition |
of our society than a horse, The law establishes & £10 !
franchise, and regards all who do not live in a house of |
that value as outlaws and slaves, The law punishes as |

crime in the workman the non-fulfilment of a contract,
which in the master is only a civil offence, for which pos-
sibly damage may be recovered. The law proceeds in
some cases on the old Saxon principle of compensating

an offence for a.sum of money, which to the rich is no|

punishment at all, and being beyond the ability of the
poor to pay it, they are treated as felons on aceount of
their inability or their poverty, and condemned to im-
prisonment and hard labour. The pains and penalties
such laws inflict on the industrious classes arc almost
endless ; and the extraordinary part of the business is
that they are inflicted by men in the name of social order
who are not members of the social order whieh nature
establishes, |

The law being founded in conquest, maintains entails,
and primogenitures ; it sedulously nourishes that mono-,
poly of the soil which originated in violence, and is the
source of much social woe. 1t decrees certain ineomes
to these monopolists, and will not allow men to feed themn-
sclves lest those incomes might be abated. The order
which the law enforces is the relation between master
and servant, between landlord and tenant, between tenant
and labourer, and when it has secured the opulence and
ease of the first, though the last be starved, the law i
sald by those who have made it to_bave iulfilled its m-
tention, 'The order which the law decrees is that recom-
mended by the priest, and whieh consistsin‘endeavouring
to preserve amongst us the separation of men into classes,
something similar to the castes of Asia. It is an orde
totally different from the order in which there 13 ng
supertority ; and between the two species of order there
13 a continual conflict in society.

It is an established truth, to which all men of secience
who bave investigated the subject havegiven their assent
that the law never interferes with trade but to derange it
All modern knowledge, all the experience we hav
gathered of late years, whether it concern corn laws
coffee laws, sugar laws, timber laws, license laws, bount;

— e v Py,
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laws, protective duty laws, bank and curreney laws, or
any other trade lnws, has distinetly proved that the great
natural system of order which I have brought underyour
notice, which grows from the commanid to be happy en-
araved on every heart, is never interfered with or, touched
by the lawsof politicians without causing great mischief.
A derangement of the great natural relation of supply
and demand ensues, the rules or laws which nature lays
down for the conduect of individuals and of nations (which
are equally apparent and certain in nourishing the body
and in obtaining the means of nourishing it, and which
can no more be infringed with impunity in respeet to
trade than in respect to the functions of digestion) are
disturbed and perverted, or wholly turned awry, by the
lawof Westminster ; and gluts and dearths, great for-
tunes and great bankruptcies, puffed up aund gilded pros-
perity, and empty,dreary, nothingless ad versity, extensive
demands for labour whieh an inereasing population cannot
answer, and a listless inaction alternate in the community
like the painful fits of an ague. The whole beautiful
order by which the subsistence of the society would be
assured, 1s interrupted and vitiated, and the people are
starved by the law which in the motto is as much honoured
as peace and order. To my mind this one diserepancy is
quite decisive of the whole important question, The law
never interferés with trade by which the subsistence of
the society is obtained and assured but to derange it. The
law, therefore, is adverse to that system of natural social
order I have brought under your notice ; and the words
law and order can never be used, except to signify totally
opposite conditions of society and of human welfare,
without causing confusion, mischief, and disorder,.

At least, if law is to be in the motto, let it be some
specific law., What say you, gentlemen, to the militia
law, which is sure to take the poor and spare the rich;
which makes one man shed Lis blood at the command of
. politicians, while another has only to take as much gold
out of his purse as he gives for a box at the opera for a
night ? What say you to the law of impressment, for
that 13 as mueh a law as any other judge-conseerated
cistom? What do you think of the law which did exist
for hanging a'man who stole a pair of boots, and lionours
the plunderer of the patient and swarthy Indians with
a peerage in life and a splendid monument after death?
Perhaps the New Poor Lew, which under the preteace of
charity gives a scanty allowance of food to the poor,
separates husband from wife and parent from child, and
makes prisoners of those it purports to relieve, is the
object of your respect. About peace and order there is
not much diversity of opinion—they have been honoured

1 all times, in all countries ; but the laws of England ara
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considerced barbarous in Germany, and the laws of Ger-
many are more ridiculed than honoured in England. The
Mahomedauns have a2 law of their own, and the Christians
have a different law, which two laws have been for ages
the cause of war and bloodshed betwixt them. If we are
to have law eombined with order, 1t must be some speeific
law ; and I should vote probably for the starvation law
as the best emblem I am acquainted with of the whole
gystem,

The law, gentlemen, as the rule says, and now carries
that rule into daily practice, that multitudes of men can-
not assemble without endangering the publie peace. The
makers of the law are, generally speaking, a few idle
gentlemen who have no part, as I have already observed,
in the great system of natural social order. They can
know nothing, therefore, of itsrules, You whoe form part
of this system, and mingle amongst your fellows, know
that order and regularity of conduct follow from division
of labour—that kindness and good fellowship are the
consequences of mutual dependence—that eivility is en-
forced on every individual by the immense power of the
whole requiring each individual to be eivil—that as our
streets have hecome erowded, the fierce passions which
animated our ancestors have died away; and, in short,
you xnow, that {the multitude, of which the ignorant law-
maker 1s so much afraid, earries in 1ts own breast its own
laws, which now makes our erowded country far more
peaceable and far more orderly than were the few quar-
relsome retainers of the proud barons, who formerly
hunted in wastes which now echo to the click of the
power-loom or the whirl of the artizan’s fire steed. Gen-
tlemen, the multitude earries with it, and ever has car-
ried, its own natural laws of order; but from knowing
nothing of these, the ignorant legislator is filled with
alarm at the assemblies of his fellow creatures, and out of
his fear he hastens to prohibit them and put them down
by force. Were other men as arbitary and self-willed as
he is, our crowded cities and peaceful streets would soon
be filled with violence and carnage,

I have now said enough, 1 think, to indicate the con-
trast which exists between peace and order on the one
hand and law on the other, It fvould be easy to extend
my observations on the last subject to great detail, and
to shew In what manner corn laws, bank monopolies,
lying enactments that an ounce of gold is always of a
certain value in silver, sugar bounties, complicated tariffs,
hoth at home ard abroad, interfere with the natural order
of society ; and easy to show you in what manner laws
to prevent public meetings, to suppress the expression of
certain opinions, or to maintain the ascendancy in the
state of eertain classes or certain persons, are injurious to
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peace and order, but I must leave that to yourselves to
perform ; and I must be contented to have indicated in
this one disecourse the prineiple which is worthy of your
notice. If I have attained the objeet I had in view, I
have made you sensible that there is a natural order in
society which human law perverts, and a natural peace
whieh it breaks ; and to me, therefore, it seems very de-
ceiving to make of these three words a trinity in the same
phrase, as if they had each a similar meaning, and one
homogenous whole were signified by the words Peace,
Law, and Order.

1 must, in conelusion, say a few words as to the origin
of this motto, It is extremely difficult to trace exactly
the date when such a phrase may have first been used. 1t
is, however, of modern origin. Our ancestors contended
not for but against law, The great Revolution was a
struggle of the people against the law as laid down by the
crown and some judges, beginning with the law forlevying
ship-money, which was successfully resisted. All the
privileges enjoyed by the House of Commons, and which
L were not given to that house to be used as instruments for
} aunoying and sometimes punishing the people, though
i they have been perverted to this purpose—all the privi-
§ leges of the House of Commons were conferred on it to
g enable that heuse to protect itself and protect the people
B whose servant it ought to be against the law, as that was
! laid down by the judges or deereed by the proelamations
A of the monarch, The very existence of those privileges
B which the Commons will not allow the judges to takécog-
W nizance of, carries with it an idea of opposition and hosti-
% lity between the rights and liberties of the people, which
% these privileges were to protect, and the law of the land.
@ The same principle was manifested and acted on at the
& Revolution of 1688, which was the overturning of the
z3 Iaw of hereditary succession on the prineiples of the con-
w stitution. The rights of the people, especially the right
g of conscience was then expressly vindicated against {the
£ authority of the sovereign and the law, Tollowing the
§ same lead, the reformers and strugglers for liberty down
g tothe period of the first French Revolution demanded the
rights of men—they demanded the constitution, they de-
g manded liberty, they demanded free and full representa-
8 tion, but they never thought of professing « respect for
g the law which they manfully avowed they wished to

amend or destroy. Tor them to have professed such
i Tespeet would have been to deny their own thoughts and
§ fo honour the vilest perversion of right and justice by «
set of greedy and usurping boroughmongers which ever a
i nation tamely submitted ;to. The parliamentary reform
§ which has been made, which is a mockery and an insult
to four-fifths of the people, has not altered this state of
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things, nor made the law which was passed by the boro-
mangers more an objeet of jnust veueration to the present
race of men than it was to their ancestors.  We find re~
formers in the olden time appealing to the old commnon
law—that is, the rights and franchises of our free Saxon
ancestors, as contradistingnished from the Norman sta-
tutes, and from the law made by Norman judges and bor-
rowed from the Romans, and as contradistinguished from
ecelesiastieal usurpations under the name of the canon
and eivil law; but in.general they struggled only for liber-
ties and rights, and stroggled avowedly against the law,

I am not quite sure, but I believe t]ua,.| use of the phrase
amongst us does not date much beyond the last I'rench
revolution, the peace and order of whieh, combined with
its success, raized it high in the estimation of mankind,
Peace, Law, and Order was and is a Trench motto; it is
a piece of catching sentimentality not suited to the mas-
culine-minded countrymen of Bacon, Locke, and Smith,
wlo distincuished hetween order which is natural and
necessary, and law which echanges with elimate and age,
Law as opposed to right never was venerated in England,
and being opposed to peace and order, the phrase { have
commented on ought never to have been adopted.

The use of itis, I believe, a resultin part of the imi-
tative spirit which blindly adopts institutions and phrases
from other countries without considering their applica-
bility to our own. So we have had Irench centraliza-
tion introduced and Frenchpolice,and are now threatened
with Prussian sehools and Prussian controul and enume-
ration of traflic, as if statisties were prosperity. On the
imitative policy so unworthy of men eapable of working
out from acknowledged prineiples a system of freedom, I
could dwell for some time, and perhaps with advaniage ;
hut I must leave the subject, asserting for myself that 1
am s0 much of a John Bull, however far I may carry
my theories of government, as not to find it o recom-
mendation to any institution or phrase that it las heen
invented or adopted in mueh misgoverned I'rance, or in
averruled and military Prussta,

Gentiemen, I have done. What I have said I must
leave to your judgment., 'Those of my remarks whieh on
reflection you disapprove of you will reject as worthless;
thoze of which you approve you will incorporate witl
your own thoughts, and allow them in due and fitting time
to ripen into action. When the phenomena implied by the
three important words I have hronght under your notice
are generally known,—when the great problem they
involve is elearly stated, I have no doubt but that the
humble and trae-hearted people will work it out to tleir
awn satisfaetion and the instruction of manlind.
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