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Advertifement.

OST of thefe Essavs.

were wrote with a View

of being publifh’d as
WeekLy-PapERs, and were in-
tended to comprehend the De-
figns both of the SpEcTATORS
and CRAFTSMEN. But having
dropt that Undertaking, partly
from LAzINESS, partly from
WanTt of LEISURE, and being
willing to make Trial of my Ta-
lents for Writing, before I ven-
tur’d upon any more ferious"
Compofitions, I was induced to
commit thefe Trifles to the

Judg-



iv Advertifement.

Judgment of the Public. Like
‘moft new Authors, I muft con-
fefs, I feel fome Anxiety con-
cerning the Succefs of my Work:
.But one Thing makes me more
fecure; That the READER may
condemn my Abilities,-but muft
approve of my Moderation and
Impartiality in my Method of
handling PoLrricaL SUBJECTS:
And as long as my Moral Cha-
ra@er is in Safety, I can, with
lefs Anxiety, abandon my Lear-
ning and Capacity to the moft
{evere Cenfure and Examination.
Public Spirit, methinks, thow’d
engage us to love the Public,
and to bear an equal Affection
to all our Country-Men ; not to
hate one Half of them, under
Pretext of loving the Whole.
‘ This




Advertifement. v

This Partv-Race I have en-
deavour’d to reprefs, as far as -
- pofiible; and I hope this Defign
will be acceptable to the mode-
rate of both Parties ; at-thefame
Time, that, perhaps, it may
difpleafe the Bigots of both.

Tue ReapeEr muft not look
for any Connexion among thefe
. Essays, but muft confider each
of them as aWork apart. This
is an Indulgence that is givento
all Essay-WRIreRs, and is an
equal Eafe both to WriTeR and
READER, by freeing them from
any tirefome Stretch of Atten-
tion or Application.

CON-
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ESSAY I
Of the DEricacy of Taste
and Passion.

. HERE is4 certain Delicacy of Pafs

l fion, to which fome People are
fubje&, that makes them extreme-

ly fenfible to all the Accidents of Life, and
gives them a_lively Joy upon every profpe-
rous Event, as well as a piercing Grief, when
they meet with Croffes and Adverfity, Fa-
vouts and Good-offices eafily engage their
Friendfhip ; while the fmalleft Injury pro-
vokes their Refcntment. Any Honour or
Mark of Diftin&ion elevates them above Mea-
fure; buc they are as fenfibly couch’d with
Contempt. People of this Chara&er have,
no doubt, much more livelg@ Enjoyments, as
well as more pungent Sorrows, than Mca of
more
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more cool and fedate Tempers : But, I be-

lieve, when every Thing is balanc’d, thereis

no one, that wou'd not rather chufe to be of
the latter Chara&er, were he entirely Mafter

of his own Difpofition. Good or ill Fortune

is very little at our own Difpofal : And when

a Perfon, that has this Senfibility of Temper,

mecets with any Misfortune, his Sorrow or Re-

fentment takes intire Poffeflion of him, and

deprives him of all Relifh in the common Oc-
currences of Life, the right Enjoyment of
which forms the greateft Part of our Happi-

nefs. Great Pleafures are much lefs frequent

than great Pains ; fo that a fenfible Temper

muft meet with fewer Trials in the former

Way than in the latter. Not to mention, that
Men of fuch lively Paffions are apt to be tran.
fported beyond all Bounds of Prudence and
Difcretion, and take falfe Steps in the Con-
du& of Life, which are often irretrievable.

THERE is a Delicacy of Taffe obfervable
in fome Men, which very much refembles
this Delicacy of Paffion, and produces the
fame Senfibility to Beauty and Deformity of
every Kind, as dimt does to Profperity and Ad-
:verﬁty, Obligations and Injurics. When you
prefent
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prefent a Poem or a Pi&ire to a Man pofleft
of this Talent, the Delicacy of his Feeling or
Sentiments makes him be -touched very fenfi-
bly by every Part of it; nor are the mafterly
Strokes perceived with a more exquifite Re-
lith and Satisfation, than the Negligences or
Abfurdities with Difguft and Unecafinefs. A
polite and judicious Converfation affords him
the higheft Entertainment. Rudenefs or Im-
pertinence isas greata Pusithment to him. In
fhort, Delicacy of Tafte has the fame Effeét as
Delicacy of Paffion: It enlarges the Sphere
both of our Happinefs and Mifery, and makes
us fenifible of Pains, as well as Pleafures, that
efcape the reft of Mankind,

I BELIEVE, however, there is no one, who
will not agree with me, that noththftandmg
this Refemblance, a Delicacy of Tafte is as
much to be defir’d and cultivated as a Delica-
cy of Paffion is to be lamented, and to be
remedied, if poffible. The goad or ill Acci-
dents of Life are very little at our Difpofal :
But we are pretty much Mafters what Books
we fhall read, what Diverfions we fhall par-
take of, and what Company we fhall keep.
The ancient Philofophers ¢ndeavour’d to r:n-

e
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der Happinefs intirely independent of every
Thing external.” That is impoflible to be az-
tain’d: But every wife Man will endeavour to
place his Happinefs on fuch Obje&s as depend
moft upon himfelf : And rhat is not to be ar-
tain’d fo much by any other Means as by this
Belicacy of Sentiment. When a Man is pof-
feft of that Talent, he is more happy by what
Pleafes his Tafte than by whae gratifies his
Appetites, and receives more Enjoyment from,
@ Poem or a Piece of Reafoning than the moft
expenfive Luxury can afford.

How far the Delicacy of Tafte and that of
Paffion are conncéted together in the original
Frame of the Mind, it is hard to determine.
To me there appears to be a“very confiderable
Connexion betwixt them: For we may ob-
ferve, that Women, whe have more delicatg
Paffions than Men, have alfo a more delicate
Tafte of the Qrnaments of Life, of Drefs, E-
quipage, -and the ordinary Decencics of Beha-
viour. AnyExcellencyin thefe hits their Taftq
much fooner than Ours ; and when you pleafe
their Tafte, youfoon engage their AffeQions.

0

. Bor
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Bwr whatever Connexion there maybe ori-
ginally betwixt thele Difpofitions, 1am perfua-
ded, thatnothing isfo proper to curcus of this
Delicacy of Paflion as the culiivating of that
higher and more refined Tafte, which cnables
s to judge of the Charagers of Mes, of Com-
pofitions of Genius, and of the Produdions
of the nobler Args. A grearer or lels Relifh of
tholc obvioys Beauties, that ftrike the Senfes,
depends indirely upon the greater or lefs Sen-
£bility of the Temper : But with regard 1o the
Liberal Aits, a fine Tafte is really nothing bug
ftrong Senfe, or at l¢at depends fo much up-
onit, that shey are infeparable. To judge a
right of a Compofition of Genius, there arg
fo many Views to be taken in, fo many Circum-
Ranges to be compared, and fisch a Knowledge
of human Nawre requifite, thatno Man, who

.is not pofet of the foundeft Judgmear, wil}
ever. make a tolerable Crisic in fuch Performans
€es.  And this is a new Reafon for cultivating
a Relith in the Liberal Arts.  Qur Judgmeng
will ftrengthen by this Exercife : We fhall form
truer Notioas of Life: Many Things, which
rejoice or affli@ others, will appear to us toa
Erivolous to engage our Amenton: And we

fhatl
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fhall lofe by Degrees that Senfibility and Deli-
cacy of Paffion, which is fo incommodious.

Bu T perhaps I have gone too farinfaying,
that a cultivated Tafte for the Liberal Arts ex-
tinguifhes the Paffions, and renders us indif-
ferent to thofe Objeéts, which are fo fondly
purfued by the reft of Mankind. When I re-
fle& a little more, I find, that it rather im-
proves our Senfibility for all the tender and
agrecable Paffions ; at the fame Time, that
it renders the Mind incapable of the rougher
and more boift’rous Emotions.

Ingenuas didiciffe fideliser artes,
Emollit mores, nec finit effe feros.

Fogr this, I thinkthere may be afligned two
very natural Reafons. In the firff Place,, no-
thing is fo improving to the Temper as the
Study of the Beauties, either of Poetry, Elo-
quence, Mufick, or Painting. They give a
certain Elegance of Sentiment, which the reft
of Mankind are intire Strangers to. The Emo-
tions they excite are foft and tender. They
draw the Mind off from the Hurry of Bufinefs
ard Intereft ; cherifh Refletion; difpofe to
Tranquility ; and produce an agreeable Melan-

' choly,
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choly, which, of all Difpofitions of the Mind,
is the beft fuited to Love and Friendthip.

IN the fecond Place, a Delicacy of Tafte is
favourable to Love and Friendfhip, by confin-
ing our Choice to few People, and makingus
indifferent to the Company and Converfation
of the greateft Part of Men. You will very
feldom find, that mere Men of the World,
whatever ftrong Senfe they may be endowed
with, are very nice in diftinguithing of Cha-
ra&ers, or in marking thofe infenfible Diffe-
rences and Gradations, which make one Man
preferable to another. Any one, that has
competent Senfe, is fufficient for their Enter-
rainment. Theytalk’to him of their Pleafures
and Affairs, with the fame Franknefs as they
would to any other: And finding many, that
are fit to fupply his Place, they never feel a-
ny Vacancy or Want in his Abfence. But to
make ufe of the Allufion of a famous * French
Author : The Judgment may be compared to
a Clock or Watch, where the moft ordinary
Machine is fufficient to tell the Hours ; bue -

the

* Monf. Fontenclle, Pluralité desr Mondes, Soir 6.
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the mof: elaborate and attificial only ¢an point
out the Minutes and Seconds, and dittinguifh
the fmalleft Differences of Time. One thac
has well digefted his Knowledge both of Books
and Men, haslitde Enjoymentbut in the Com-
pany of a few fele@ Companions. He fecls
too fenfibly, how much all the teft of Man-
kind falls fhort of the Notions he has éntertain-
ed. And his Affeions being thus confined
in a narrow Circle, no Worder he carries
them further, than if they were more gene-
ral and undiftinguifhed. The Gaiety and Fro-
lick. of a Bottle-Companion improves with
him into a folid Friendfhip: And the Ar-
dours of a youthful Appetite become an ¢le-
gant Paffion.

ESSAY
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ESSAY IL

Of the LisertY of the PrEss.

T~ HERE is nothing more apt to fur-
prife a Forcigner, than the ex-
treme Liberty we enjoy in this
Country, of communicating whatever we
pleafe to the Publick, and of opealy cenfur-
ing every Mealure which is enter'd into by
the King or his Minifters. If the Adminiftra-
tion refolve upon War, ’tis afirm’d, that ei-
ther wilfully or ignorantly they miftake the
Intercft of the Nation, and that Pecace, in the
prefent Situation of Affairs, is infinitely prefe-
rable. If the Paffion of the Minifters be for
Peace, our Political Writers breathe nothing
but War and Devaftation, and reprefent the
pacifick Conduct of the Government as mean
and pufillanimous. °As this Liberty is not in-
dulg’d in any other Government, either Repu-

B blican
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blican or Monarchical ; in Holland and Venice,
no more than in France or Spain; it may very
naturally give Occafion to thefe two Quefti-
ons, How it happens that Great Britain enjoys
fuch a peculiar Privilege 2 and, Whether the
unlimited Exercife of this Liberty be advanta-
geous or prejudicial to the Publick ?

As to the firff Queftion, Why the Laws in-
dulge us in fuch an extraordinary lecrty? I
believe the Reafon may be deriv’d from our
mixt Form of Government, which is neither
wholly Menarchical, nor wholly chubhcan.
Twill be found, if I ‘miftake not, to be a
‘true Obfervation in Politicks, That the two

- Extremes in Government, of Liberty and Slave-
Ty, approach’ neareft to each other ; and,
that as you depart from the Extremes, "and
mix a litde of Monarchy with Liberty, the
Government becomes always the more free;
and, onthe other Hand, when you mixa lit-
tle of Liberty with Monarchy, the Yoke be-
comes always the more gricvous and intolera.
ble. InaGovernment, fuch as that of France,
which is entircly ablolute, and where Laws,
Cuftom, and Religion, all concur to make the
l’eoplc fully fansﬁ’d with their Condition, the

Monarch
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. Monarch cannot entertain the leaft Fealoufy
againft his Subje&s, and therefore is apt to in-
dulge them in great Liberties both of Speech
and A&ion. In aGovernment altogcther Re-
publican, fuch as Holland, where there is no
Magiftrate fo eminent as to give Fealoufy to
the State, there is alfo no Danger in intruft-
ing the Magiftrates with very large difcretio-
nary Powers ; and tho’ many Advantages re-
fult from fuch Powers, in the Prefervation of
Peace and Order; yet they lay a confiderable
Reftraint on Mens A&ions, and make every
private Subje& pay a great Refpeé to the Go-
vernment. Thus it is evident, that the two Ex-
tremes, of abfolute Monarchy and of a Repu-
blic, approach very near to each other in the
moft material Circumftances. In the firff,
the Magiftrate has no Jealoufy of the People:
In the fecond, the People have no Jealoufy
of the Magiftrate : Which want of Jealoufy
begets a mutual Confidence and Truft in both
Cafes, and produces a Species of Liberty in
Monarchics, and of arbitrary Power in Re-
publics.

T‘o juftify the other Part of the foregoing

Propoﬁnon, tha: in every Government the
Means
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Means are moft wide of each other, and thac
the Mixtures of Monarchy and Liberty render
the Yoke either more eafy or more grievous.
I muft take Notice of a Remark of Tacitus with
regard to the Romans under their Emperors,
that they neither could bear total Slavery nor
total Liberty, Nec totam fervitusems nec totam
libertatem pati poffunt. This Remark a fa-
mous Poet has tranflated and applied to the
Englifh in his admirable Defcription of Queen
Elizabeth’s Policy and happy Government.

Et fit aimer fon joug a VAnglois indompté,
Qui ne peut ni [ervir, ni vivre en liberté
HENRIADSE, Liv. 1.

‘AccorDpING to thefe Remarks, there-
fore, we are to confider the Reman Govern-
ment as a Mixture of Defpotifm and Liberty,

where the Defpoti{m prevailed; and the En- -

glifb Government as a Mixture of the fame
Kind, but where the Liberty predominates.
The Confequences are exa&tly conformable to
the foregoing Obfervation ; and fuch as may be
expeted from thofe mixed Forms of Govern.
ment, which beget a mutual Watchfulnefs and,

* Jealoufy. The Resnan Emperors were, many
4 of
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of them, the moft frightful Tyrants that ever
difgraced Humanity ; and ’ds cvident their
Cruelty was chicfly excited by their Fealowfy,
and by their obferving, that all the great Men
of Rome bore with Impatience the Dominion
of a Family, which, but a litdle before, was
_nowife fuperior to their own. On the other
Hand, as the Republican Part of the Govern-
ment prevails in England, tho® with a great
Mixture of Monarchy, ’ts obliged, for its
own Prefervation, to maintain a watchful Fea-
loufy over the Magiftrates, to remove all dif-
cretionary Powers, and to fecure every one’s
Life and Fortune by general and inflexible
Laws. No Altion muft be deemed a Crime
but what the Law has plainly determined to
be fuch: No Crime muft be imputed to a
Man but from a legal Proof before his Judg-
es: And cven thefe Judges muft be his Fellow-
fubjets, who are obliged by their own Intereft
to have a watchful ‘Eye over the Encroach-
ments and Violence of the Minifters. From
thefe Caufes it proceeds, that there is as much
Liberty, andeven, perhaps, Licence in Bri-
tain, as there was formesly Slavery and Ty-

ranny in Rome,
TRESE
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T uE sE Principles account for the great Li-
berty of the Prefs in thefe Kingdoms, beyond
what is indulg’d in any other Government.
*Tis fufficiendy known, that defpotic Power
wou’d foon fteal in npon us, were we not ex-
treme watchful to prevent its Progrefs, and

" were there not an caly Method of conveying

.

. Quettion, Whether this Liberty be advantage-

the Alarum from one End of the Kingdom to
the other. The Spirit of the People muft fre-
quently be rouz’d to curb the Ambition of
the Court; and the Dread of rouzing this Spi-
rit muft be employ’d to prevent that Ambiti-
on. Nothing is fo effeGual to this Purpofe
as the Liberty of the Prefs, by which all the
Learning, Wit, and Genius of the Nation may
be employ’d on the Side of Liberty, and eve-
ry one be animated to its Defence. As long,
therefore, as the Republican Part of our Go-
vernment can maintain it{clf againft the Mo-
narchical, it muft be extreme jealous of the Li-
berty of the Prefs, as of the utmoft Impor-
tance to its Prefervation.

SincE thercfore the Liberty of the Prefs
is fo effential to the Support of our mixt Go-
vernment; this fufficiently decides the fecond

ous
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ous or prejudicial ; there being nothing of grea-
ter Imporrance in every State than the Prefer-
vation of the ancient Government, efpecially
if it be a free one. But I wou'd fain go a
Step farther, and affert, that fuch a Liberty
is attended with fo few Inconveniencies, that
it may be claimd as the common Right of
Mankind, and ought to be indulg’d them al-
moft in every Government; except the Eccle-
fiaftical, to which indeed it wou’d be fatal.
- We need not dread from this Liberty any fuch
ill Confequences as follow’d from the Ha-
rangues of the popular Demagogues of A-
thens and Tribunes of Rome. A Man reads a
Book or Pamphlet alone and coolly. There
is none prefent from whom he can cawch the
Paffion by Contagion. He is not hurry’d a-
way by the Force and Energy of A&ion. And
fhou'd he be wrought up to never fo feditious
aHumour, there is no violent Refolution pre-
fented to him, by which he can immediately
vent his Paflion. The Liberty of the Prefs,
therefore, however abus’d, can fcarce ever
excite popular Tumults or Rebellion. And as
to thofe Murmurs or fecret Difcontenes ic
may occafion, ’tis better they fhou’d get Vent
in Words, that they may come to the Know-

'  ledge
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ledge of the Magiftrate before it be too late,
in order to his providing a Remedy againft
them. Mankind, 'tis truc, have always a grea-
ter Propenfion to believe what is faid to the
Difadvantage of their Governors than the con-

trary; but this Inclination is infeparable from

them, whether they have Liberty or not. A
Whifper may fly as quick, and be as pernici-
ous as a Pamphlct. Nay it will be more per-
nicious, where Men are not accuftom’d to
think frecly, or diftinguith betwixt Truth and
Falfhood.

11 has alfo been found, as the Experience
of Mankind increafes, that the People are no
fuch dangerous Montfter as they have been re-
prefented, and that s in every Refpe better
to guide them, like rational Creatures, than
to lead or drive them, like brute Beafts. Be-
fore the united Provinces fet the Example, To-
_ leration was deem’d incompatible with good
Government, and ’twas thought impoflible,
that 2 Number of religious Seéts cou’d live to-
gether in Harmony and Peace, and have all
of them an equal Affeion to their common
Country, and to each other. England has fet
a hkc Example of civil Liberty; and Ahis.

: berey
B
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Liberty fecms to occafion fome mall Ferment
at prefent, it has not as yet produced any per-
nicious Effe&s, and it is to be hoped, that
Men, being every Day more accuftomed to
the free Difcuffion of public Affairs, will im-
prove in their Judgment of them, and be
with greater Difficulty feduced by every idle
Rumor and popular Clamour

T1s a very comfortable Refle&ion to the
Lovers of Liberty, that this peculiar Privilege
of Britain is of a Kind that cannot eafily be
wrefted from us, and muft laft as long as our
Government remains, in any Degree, free
and independent. °Tis feldom, that Liberty
of any Kind is loft all at once. - Slavery has fo
frightful an Afpe& to Men accuftom’d to Free-
dom, that it muft fteal in upon them by De-
grees, and muft difguife itfelf in a thoufand
Shapes, in ordet to be received. But if the
Liberty of the Prefs ever be loft, it muft be
Ioft at once. The general Laws againtt Sedi-
tion and Libelling are at prefent as ftrong gs
they poffibly can be made. Nothing can im-
pofe a farther Reftraint, but either the clap-
ping an IMpRIMATUR upon the Prefs, or the

giving very large difcretionary Powers to the
Court
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Court to punifh whatever difpleafes ther. But
‘thefe Conceffions would be fuch a bare-fac’d
Violation of Liberty, that they will probably
‘be the laft Efforts of a defpoti¢ Government,
We may conclude, that the Liberty of Britain
is gone for ever, when thefe Astempts fhall
fucceed.

ESSAY
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Of ImpupEnce and MobEsTy.

” HAVE always been of Opinion;
that the Complaints againft Providence
have been ill-grounded, and that the

good or bad Qualities of Men are the Caufes
of their good or bad Fortune, more than what
is generally imagined, There are, no doubr,
Inftances to the contrary, and pretty nume.
rous ones too ; but few, in Comparifon of the
Inftances we have of a right Diftribution of
Profperity and Adverfity : Nor indecd could

" it be otherwife from the common Courfe of

human Affairs. To be endowed with a bene-
volent Difpofition, and to love others will al.
moft infallibly procure Love and Efteem;
which is the chief Circumftance in Life, and
facilitates every Enterprize and Undertak.
ing ; befides the Sadsfadion, which imme.

diately
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diately refults from it. The Cafe is much
the fame with the other Virtues. Profperity
is naturally, tho’ not neceffarily attached to
Virtue and Merit; as Adverfity is to Vice and
Folly.

1 MUS'T, however, confefs, that this Rule
admits of an Exception with regard to one
moral Quality; and that Modefly has a natu-
ral Tendency to conceal a Man’s Talents, as
Impudence difplays them to the utmoft, and
has been the only Caufe why many have ri-
fen in the World, under all the Difadvanta-
ges of low Birth and litle Merit. Such In-
dolence and Incapacity is there in the Gene-
rality of Mankind, that they are apt to receive
a Man for whatever he has a Mind to put
himfelf off for 5 and admits his over-bearing
Airs as Proofs of that Merit, which he af-
fumes to himfelf. A decent Affurance feems
to be the natural Attendant of Virtue 3 and
few Men can diftinguith Impudence from it:
As, on the other Hand, Diffidence, being the
natural Refult of Vice and Folly, has drawn
Difgrace upon Modefty, which in outward

Appearance fo nearly refembles it.
: 1 was
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* Twas lately lamenting to a Friend of mine,
who loves a Conceit, that popular Applaufe
thould be beftowed with fo liule Judgment,
and that fo many empty forward Coxcombs
thould rife up to a Figure in the World: Up-
on which he faid there was nothing furprifing
in the Cafe. Popular Fame, fays he, is no-
thing but Breath or dirs and Air very na-
turally prefles into a Vacuum.

- A's Impudence, tho’ really a Vice, has the
fame Effects upon a Man’s Fortune, as if it
were a Virtue ; fo it is remarkable that it is al-
moft as difficult to be attain’d, and is, in that
refpe&, diftinguifh'd from all the other Vices,
‘which are acquired with licde Pains, and con-
tinually encreafe upon Indulgence: Many a
Man, being fenfible that Modefty is extremely
prejudicial to him in the making his Fortune,
has refolved to be impudent and to put a bold
Face upon the Matter : But ’tis obfervable,
that fuch People have feldom fucceeded in the-
Attempt, but have been obliged to relapfc in-
to their primitive Modefty. Nothing carries a
Man thro’ the World like a true genuine natu.
ral Impudence. Its Counterfeit is good for
~ nothing, nor can ever fupport itfelf. In any
other



2% "ESSAY I

other Awempt, whatever Faults a Man com-
mits and is {enfible of, he is fo much the near-
et his End. But when he endeavours at Impu-
dence, if he ever fail’d in the Attempt, the Re-
membrance of it will make him blufh, and will
infallibly difconcert him : After which every
Blufh is a Caufe for new Bluthes, ’ull he be
found out to be an arrant Cheat, and a vain
Pretender to Impudence,

1r any thing can give 2 modeft Man more
Affurance, it muft be fome Advantages of For-
tune, which Chance procures to him. Riches
naturally gain a Man a favourable Reccption
in the World, and give Merit a double Luftre,
when a Perfon is endowed with it ; and fup-
ply its Place, in a great Meafure, when it is ab-
fent. °Tis wonderful to obferve what Airs of
Superiority Fools and Knaves, with large Po(-
feflions, give themfelves above Men of the
greateft Merit in Poverty. Nor do the Men
of Merit make any ftrong Oppofition to thefg
Ufurpations ; or rather feem to favour them
by the Modefty of their Behaviour, Their
Good Senfe and Experience make them diffident
of their Judgment, and caufe them to examing
svery thing with the greateft Accuracy : As
on
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©n the other Hand, the Delieacy of their Sen-
timents makes them timorous left they com-
mit Faults, and lofe in the Pradice of the
World that Integrity of Virtue, of which they
are fo jealous. To make Wifdom agree with
Confiderice is as difficult as to rcconczlc Vice
o Modefty.

THEsE are the RefleQions that have ocs
tur'd to me upon this Subje@ of Impudence
-and Modefty ; and I hope the Reader will not
be difpleafed to fee them wrought into the
following Allegory.

JurrTER, inthe Beginning, joined Vine
ruE, Wispom and CONFIDENCE toge-
ther; and Vice, Forry, and Dirrn
DENCE: And in that Society fet them upon
the Earth. But though he thought he had
matched them with great Judgment, and faid
that Confidence was the natural Companion of
.Virtue, and that Vice deferved to be attended
with Diffdence, they had not gone far before
Diflenfion arofe among them. Wifdom, who
was the Guide of the one Company, was al-
ways accuftomed, before fthe ventured upon a-
ny Road, however beaten, to examine it care.

fully;
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fully ; to enquire whither it led ; what Dan-
gers, Difficulties and Hindrances mighe poffibly
or probably occur init. In thefe Deliberations
fhe ufually confum’d fome Time; which Delay
was very difpleafing to Confidence, who was al-
ways inclin’d to hurry on, without much Fore-
thought or Deliberation, in the firft Road he
met. Wifdom and Virtse were infeparable : But
Confidence one Day, following his impetuous
Nature, advanc’da confiderable Way before his
Guides and Companions; and not feeling any
Want of their Company, he never enquird
after them, nor ever met with them more,
In like Manner, the other Society, tho’ join’d
by Fupiter, difagreed and feparated. As Fol-
ly faw very lictle Way before her, fhe had no-
thing to determine concerning the Goodnefs
of Roads, nor coud give the Preference to
one above another; 4nd this Want of Refolu-
tion was encrcas’d by Diffidence, who with
her Doubts and Scruples always retarded the
Journey. This was a great Annoyance to Vice,,
who lov’d not to hear of Difficulties and De-
lays, and was never fatisfy’d without his full
Career, in whatever his Inclinations led him
to. Folly, he knew, tho’ fhe hearken’d to
Diffidence, wou'd be cafily manag’d when a-

lone;
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Yone; and therefore, as a vicious Horfe throws.
his Rider, he openly beat away this Control-’
ler of all his Pleafures, and proceeded in his
Journey with Folly, from whom he is infcpa.
rable. Confidence and Diffidence being, after
this Manner, both thrown loofe from their’
refpe@ive Companies, wander'd for fome
Time; tll at laft Chance led them at the fame
Time to one¢ Village. Confidence went direc-
tly up to the great Houfe, which belong’d to
WeaLTH, the Lord of the Village; and
without ftaying for a Porter, intruded himfelf
immediately into the innermoft Apartments,
where he found Vice and Folly well receiv’d
before him. He join’d the Train; recom-
mended himfelf very quickly to his Landlord;
and enter’d into fuch Familiarity with vice,
that he was entifted in the fame Company a-
long with Folly. They were frequent Guefts
of Wealth, and from that Moment infepara-
ble. Diffidence, in the mean Time, not da--
ring to approach the Great Houfe, accepted
of an Invitaton from PovER T Y, one of the
Tenants; and entering the Cortage, found
Wifdom and Virtue, who being repuls’d by
the Land-lord had retir’d thither. Virtue took
Compaflion of her, and Wifdom found, from
D her
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her Temper, that the wou'd eafily imiproves

So they admitted her into their Society. Ac-

cordingly, by their Means, fhe alter'd in &

lire Time fomewhat of her Manner, dnd be--
coming much more amiable and engaging,
was now call’d by the Name of MobEsTY.

As ill Company has a greater Effe&t than

good, Confidence, tho' more refradtory to

Counfel and Example, degenerated fo far by

the Society of Vice and Folly, as to pals by

the Name of IMPUDEN cE. Mankind, who
faw thefe Societies as Fupiter firft join’d them,
and knew nothing of thefe mutual Defertions,
are led into firange Miftakes by thofe Means;

and wherever they fee Impudence, make ac-
count of Virtue and Wifdom, and wherever

they obferve Modefty call her Auendants Vics.
and Folly.

ESSAY
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ESSAY 1V,
Tbat Posizics may ée redwd
toa'Scns*Ncr.

there be any effential Difference betwixe

one Form of Government and another ?
and, Whether every Form ‘may not become
gead.or bad, according asitis well or jll admini-
Rredf? Were it once admitted, that all Go-
yernments are alike, and that the only Diffe-
pence confifts in the Chara&er and Condu&
efthe Governors, ot political Difputes woud
be atan End, and all Zes! for ane Conftituti-
a0 gbove_anogher muft be efteem’d mere Bis
3my and Folly. But though I be a profeft -

and
. % For .Farnu of. Gnvemme»t let Fools canteﬁ

“Whate'er is beft adm:mﬁer'd is beff.
Eﬂ'ay on Man, ‘Baak 3.

IT;s agrea Q“;fhon with feveral,Whether
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Friend to Moderation, 1 cannot forbear con-
demning this Sentiment, and fhould be fosry
‘to think, thathuman Affairs admit of no greater
“Stability, than what they receive from the ca-
fual Humours and Chara&ers of particular
Men.

"T1s true, thofe who maintain, that the
Goodnefs of all Government confifts in the
Goodnefs of the Adminiftration, may cite ma-
ny particular Inftances in Hiftory where the
very fame Government, in different Hands,
varies fuddenly into the two oppofite Extremes
of good and bad. Compare the French Go-
vernment under Henry III. and under Hen-
ry IV. Cruelty, Oppreflion, Levity,Artifice
on the Part of the Rulers; Fadtion, Sedit-
on, Treachery, Rebellion, Difloyalty on the
Part of the Subje@s: Thefe compofe the
Chara&er of the former miferable ZEra. But
when the Patriot and heroic Prince, who fuc-
ceeded, was once firmly feated on the Threne,
the Government,. the People, every Thing
feem’d to be rotally chang’d, and all from the

"Change of the Temper and Sentiments of one

fingle Man. An equal Difference of a contra-
sy Kind, may b¢ found in comparing the
Reigns
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Rcrgns of Elifabeth and Fames, at leaft with
Regard to foreign Affairs; and Inftances of
this Kind may be muldply’d, almoft without
Number, from antient as well as modern Hi-
ﬂory.

Bu T here' T wou’d beg Leave to make a Di-
ftin&ion. All abfolute Governments (and fuch
the Englifh Government was, in a great Mea-
fure, tll the Middle of the laft Century ) muft

" very much depend on the Adminiftration; and

this is one of the great Inconveniencies of
that Form of Government. But a Republican
and free Government wou'd be a moft glaring
Abfurdity, if the particular Checks and Con-
trouls, provided by the Conftitution, had real-
ly no Influence, and made it not the Intereft,
even of bad Men, to operate for the public
Good. Such is the Intention of thefe Forms
of Government; and fuch is the real Effe,
where they are wifely conftituted: As on the
other Hand, they are the Sources of all Difor-
der, and of the blackeft Crimes, where cither
Skill or Honefty has been wanting in their o-
riginal Frame and Inftitution. So great is the
Force of Laws, and of particular Forms of Go-
vernment, and fo licle Dependence have they
. oa
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on the Humouts and Temper of Men, tha
Confcquences as gencral and as certain may be
deduced from them, on moft Occafions, as zay
whxchtthadmnalSacucs cap afford ps.

TrE Roman Government gave the whole
Legiflative Power to the Commons, without
allowing a Negative, cisher to the Nobiliry,
orConfuls. This unbounded Power the Com-
moas pofleflicd in a colletive Body, @ot in
& Repreleamative. The Confoquences were,
When she People, by Sucoels and Conqguest
had bocome very numerous, and had fpnead
themielves to a grear Diftance from che Capi-
~ wal, the City-Tribes, tho’ the moft contempei-
ble, carried almoft every Vore: They wiese,
sherefore, moft cajol’d by every onc who af
fc@ed Popularity : They were fupporrod in -
dlenefs by the general Diftribution of Corn, and
by particular Bribes, -which they received from
#imoft every Candidare: By this Means they
became every Day more Yicentious, and the
Campus Martiss was a perpetual Scene of Tus
mult and Sedition : Armed Slaves were intro-
- duced among thefe rafcally Citizens 5 fo that
the whole Government fell into Anarchy,
and the greatcft Happinefs the Remans could

look
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Yook for,was the defpotic Power of the Cefars.
Such ate the Effe@s of Deinotracy without 2
Reprefentative. '

A Nosrriry may poflels the whole or
any Part of the legiflative Power of 2 State
after two different Ways. Either every Nos
bleman fhares the Powet as part of the whole
Body, or the whole Body enjoys the Power’
as compofcd of Parts, which have each a di-
ftin@ Power and Authority. The Venetian
Nobility are an Inftance of the firft kind of
Government: The Pelifh of the fecond. In
the Vemetian Government the whole Body of
Nobility poflefles the whole Power, and no
Nobleman has any Authority, .which he re-

ceives not from the Whole. In the Polifh Go-

vernment every Nobleman, by Means of his
Fiefs, has a peculiar hereditary Authority o-
ver his Vaflals, and the whole Body has ao
Authority but what it receives from the Con-
amrrence of its Pars. The diftin@ Operationg
and Tendencies of thefe two Species of Go-
vornment might be made moft apparent even
& priori. A Venttian Nobility is infimitely pre-
ferable to a Polifh, let the Humours and Edy-
cation of Men be cver fo much varyd. A

Nobi»
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Nobility, who poflefs their Power in com.

mon, will preferve Peace and Order, both’
among themfelves, and their Subjeé&s; and’
no Member can have Authority enough to

controul the Laws for a Moment. They will
preferve their Authority over the People, but
without any grievous Tyranny, or any Breach
of private Property; becaufe fuch a tyranni-
nical Government is not the Intereft of the
whole Body, however it may be the Intereft
of fome Individuals. There will be a Diftinc-
tion of Rank betwixt the Nobility and People,
but this will be the only Diftin&tion in the

State.” The whole Nobility will form one Bo-:

dy, and the whole People another, without
any of thofe private Feuds and Animofities,
which {pread Ruin and Defolation everywhere.
*Tis eafy to fee the Difadvantages of a Polifh
Nobility in every one of thefe Particulars.

' *T'1s pofible fo to conftitute a free Govern-~
ment, as that a fingle Perfon, call him Duke,
Prince or King, fhall poflefs a very large Share
of the Power, and fhall form a proper. Bal-
lance or Counterpoife to the other Parts of
the Legiflature. This chief Magiftrate may
be cither elective or beredltary, and tho’ the

former
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former Inftitution may, to a fuperficial View,
appear moft advantageous; yet a more accu-
rate Infpection will difcover in it greater In-
conveniencies than in the latter, and fuch as
are. founded on Caufes and Principles eternal
and immutable. The filling of the Throne,
in fuch aGovernment, is a Point of too great
and too general Intereft not to divide the
whole People into Factions : From whence a
Civil War, the greateft of Ills, may be appre-
hended, almoft with Ceruainty, upon every
Vacancy. The Prince ele@ted muft be either
a Foreigner or a Native : The former will be
ignorant of the People whom he is to govern ;
fufpicious of his new Subje@s, and fufpe&ed
by them ; giving his Confidence entirely to
Strangers, who will have no other Thoughts
but of enriching themfelves in the quickeft
* Manner, while their Mafter’s Favour and Au-
thority is able to fupport them. A Native
will carry into the Throne all his private Ani-
mofitics and Friendfhips, and will never be
regarded, in his Elevation, without cxciting
the Sentiments of Envy in thofe who former-
ly confider’d him as their Equal. Not to men-
tion, thata Crown is too high a Reward ever
to be given to Merit alone, and will always
' : E © induce
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induce the Candidates to emiploy Force, of
Money, or Intrigue, to procure the Votes of
the Ele@ors : So that fuch a Choice’ will give
no better Chance for a fuperior Merit in the
Prince, than if the State had trufted to Birtl_t
‘alone to determine their Sovereign.

11 may therefore be pronounced as an uni-
verfal Axiom in Politics, That an hereditary
Prince, a Nobility without Vaffalsy, and a Peq-
ple woting by their Reprefentatives, form the
bef MONARCHY, ARISTOCRACY and
DeEMocraAacy. Butin order to prove more
fully, that Politics admit of general Truths,
which are invariable by the Humour or Edu-
cation either of Subje& or Sovereign, it may
not be amifs to obferve fome other Principles

of this Science, which may feem to deferve

that Chara&er.

- It may eafily be obferv’d, that though free
Governments have been commonly the moft
happy for thofe who partake of their Free-
dom; yet are they the moft ruinous and op-
preflive for their Provinces: And this Obfer-
‘vation may, I belicve, be fix’d as a Maxim of
the kind we are here fpeaking of. When a

: - Monarch
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Monarch extends his Dominions by Conqueft,
he foon learns to confider his old and his new
Subjeéts as on the fame Footing ; becaufe in
reality all his Subje@s are to him the fame,
except the few Friends and’ Favourites, with
whom he is petfonally acquainted. He
docs not, therefore, make any Diftin&ion be-
twixt them in his general Laws ; and ac the
fame Time is no lefs careful to prevent all par-
zicular A@s of Oppreflion in the one as in the
other. But a free State neceffarily makes a
great Diftin&ion, and muft always do fo, "till
Men learn to love their Neighbours as well
as themfelves. The Conquerors, in fuch a
Government, are all Legiflators, and will be
fure fo to contrive Matters, by ReftriGions
of Trade and by Taxes, as to draw fome
private; as well as public, Advantage from
their Conquefts. Provincial Governors have
alfo a better Chance in a Republick, to e.
fcape with their Plunder, by means of Bri-
bery or Intereft; and their Fellow-Citizens,
who find their own State to be inriched by
the Spoils of their Subje&-Provinces, will be
the more inclined to tolerdte fuch Abufes.
Not to mention, that ’tis a neceffary Precau-
tion in a frec State to change the Governorsg

frequentdy;
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frequendy 5 which obliges thefe temporary
Tyrants to be more expeditious and rapacious,
that they may accumulate fufficient Wealth be-
fore they give place to their Succeffors. What
cruel Tyrants were the Romans over the World
during the Time ot their Common-wealth !
*Tis true, they had Laws to prevent Oppref-
fion in their Provincial Magiftrates 3 but Ci-
cero informs us, that the Romans could not
better confule the Intereft of the Provinces
than by repealing thefe veryLaws. For, fays
he, in that Cafe our Magiftrates, having ens
tire Impunity, would plunder no more than
would fatisfy their own Rapacioufnefs : Where-
as, at prefent, they muft alfo fatisfy that of -
their Judges, and of all the great Men of
Rome, whofe Prote@ion they ftand in need
of. Who can read of the Crueltics and Op-
preflions of Verres without Horror and Afto-
nithment? And, who is not touched with In-.
dignation to hear, that after Cicero had ex- -
haufted on that abandoned Criminal all the
Thunders of the moft divine Eloquence, and
had prevailed fo far as to get him condemned
to thc utmoft Extent of the Laws; yer thac
cruel Tyrant lived peaceably to old Age, in O-
pulence and Eafe, and, thirty Years afterward,
was
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‘was put into the Profcription by Mark Anrhony,
upon account of his exorbitant Wealth, where
he fell, along with Cicero himfelf, and all the
moft virtuous Men of Rome? After the Diffo-
lution of the Common-wealth, the Roman Yoke
became eafier upon the Provinces, as Taciiws
informs us; and it may be obferved, that ma-
ny of the worft Emperors, Demitian, for in-
ftance, were very careful to prevent all Op-
preflion of the Provinces. In Vefpafian’s
Time, Gaul was cfteemed richer than Iraly
" idelf: Nor do I find, during the whole Time
of the Roman Monarchy, that the Empire be-
came lefs rich or populous in any of its Pro-
vinces ; though indeed its Valour and military
Dilcipline were always upon the Decline. If
we pafs from antient to modern Times, we
fhall find the fame Obfervation to hold true.
The Provinces of abfolute Monarchies are al.
ways better treated than thofe of free States,
Compare the Pais conquis of France with Ire-
land, and yowll be convinced of this Truth;
though this latter Kingdom, being almoft en~
tirely peopled from Eagland, poflcfles fo many
Rights and Privileges as fhould naturally make
it challenge better Treatmens than that of &
' conquered
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¢onquered Province. Corfica is alfo an obvi- .
ous Inftance to the fame Purpofe.

. THERE is an Obfervatdon of Machiavel,
with regard to the Conquefts of Alexander the
Great, which, I think, may be regarded as
one of thofe eternal political Truths, which
no Time or Accidents can vary. It may feem
firange, fays that Politician, that fuch fudden
Congquefts as thofe of Alexander, fhouw’d be
poffett fo peaceably by his Succeffors, and that
ghe Perfians, during all the Confufions and
civil Wars of the Greeks, never made the fmal-
left Effort towards the Recovery of their for-
mer independent Government. To fatisfy us
concerning the Caufe of this remarkable E-
vent, we may confider, that a2 Monarch may
govern his Subjeés after two different Ways,
He may cither follow the Maxims of the Ea-
ftern Princes, and ftrecch his Power fo far as
to leave no Diftin&tion of Ranks among his
Subje&s, but what proceeds immediately from
himfelf; no Advantages of Birth; no heredi-

‘tary Honours and Poffeffions : And,ina Word,

no Credit among the People, except from his
Commiffion alone, Or 3 Monarch may exert
his Power in a milder Manner, like our Exro-

pean
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Pean Princes; and leave other Sources of Ho-
" -nour, befide his Smile and Favour: Birth,
“Titles, Pofleflions, Valour, Integrity, Know-
- ledge, or brave and fortunate Atchievéments.
‘In ‘the former Species of Government, after
a Conqueft, ’ts impoffible ever to fhake off
the Yoke; - fince no one poffeffes among the
People fo much perfonal Credit and Auitho-
rity as to begin fuch an Enterprize: Whereas
in the latter Species of Government, the leaft
‘Misfortune or Difcord of the Vi&ors, will en-
. courage the Vanquifh'd to take Arms, who
have Leaders ready to prompt and condu&
them in every Undertaking.

SvcH is the Reafoning of Machiavel,
which feems to me very folid and conclufive ;
tho’ I wifh he had not mixt Falfhood with
Truth, in afferting that Monarchies govern'd
"according to the Eaftern Polxcy, tho’ more
‘eafily kept when once they are fubdued, yet
‘are thre moft difficult to be fubdued ; fince they
cannot contain any powerful Subje&, whofe
‘Difcontent and Fa&ion may facilitate the En-
térprizes of an Enemy. For befides, that fuch
a tyrannical Government enervates thé Cou-
Tage of Men, and renders them indifferent

con-
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concerning the Forunes of their Sovereigns
befides this, I fay, we find by Experience,
that even the temporary and delegated Autho-
sity of the Generals and Magiftrates, being al-
ways, in {uch Goveraments, as abfolute within
its Sphere as that of the Prince himflf, is a-
ble, with Barbarians, accuftom’d to a blind
Submiffion, to produce the moft dangerous
and fatal Revolutons. So that, in every Re-
fpe&, a gentle Government is preferable, and

“ gives the greateft Security to the Sovereign as
.well as to the Subjeét.

LeGistaTors, therefore, fhoud not
trudt the future Government of a State entire-
Jy to Chance, but ought to provide a Syftem
of Laws to regulate the Adminiftration of pub-
lic Affairs to the lateft Pofterity. Effe@s will
always correfpond to Caufes 3 and wife Regu-
ladons in any Commion-wealth are the moft
valuable Legacy, which can be left to future
Ages. In the fmalleft Court or Office, the
_ftated Forms and Methods, by which Bufinefs
.muft be condu&ed, are.found to be a confi-
"derable Check on the natural Depravity of
Mankind. Why fhowd not the Cafe be the
fame in public Affairs? Can we afcribe the
. Stabilicy
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Stability and Wifdom of the Venetian Govern-
ment, thro’ fo many Ages, to any Thing but
their Form of Government? And is it not ca-
fy to point out thofe Defe@s in the original
Conttitution, which produc’d the tumultuous
Governments of Athens and Rome, and ended
at Jaft in the Ruin of thefe two famous Repub-
lics? And fo little Dependence has this Affair
on the Humours and Education of particular
~ Men, that one Part of the fame Republic may
be wilely condu&ed, and another weakly, by
the very fame Mcn, merely by Reafon of the
Difference of the Forms and Inftitutions, by
which thefe Parts arc regulated. Hiftorians
" inform us, that this was acually the Cafe with
Genoa. For while the State was always full
of Sedition, and Tumult, and Diforder, the
Bank of St. George, which had become a con-
fiderable Part of the People, was conducted
for feveral Ages with the utmoft Integrity
and Wifdom {.
' - F Hers

4 Effempio veramenti varo, & da Filofofi intante
loro umaginate & vedute Retubliche mai non trovaro,
wedere dentro ad un medefimo cerckio, fra medefimi

- cittadini, la liberta, & la tirannide, la vita civile &
la corrorta, la ginftitia & la licenza s perche quelio

ord:ne & folo mantione quella citea piera di coffumi z;,;{-
o ' tichi
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HexrE then is a fufficient Inducement to
maintain, with the utmoft ZEat, in every free
State, thofe Forms and Inftitutions, by which
Liberty is fecured, the Publick Good con-
fulted, and the Avarice or Ambition of pri-
vate Men reftrained and punifhed. Nothing
does more Honour to. human Nature, than to
fee it fufceptible of fo noble a Paffion; as no-
thing can be a greater Indication of Meannefs
of Heart in any Man, than to fee him devoid
of it. A Man who loves only himfelf, with-
out Regard to Friendfhip or Merit, is a dete-
ftable Monfter; and a Man, who is only fu-
fceptible of Friendthip, without publick Spi~
sit, or a Regard to the Community, is defi-
cient in the moft material Part of Virtue.

Bu T thisisa Subje& that need not be longer
infited on at prefent. There are enough of
Zealots on both Sides to kindle up the Paffi-
ons of their Partizans, and under the Pre-
tence of publick Good, purfuc the Interefts

' and.

tichi & venerabili. E segli anveniffe (che col tempe
in ogni modo anverra) que San Giorgio tutta quella
citta occupaffe, farrebbe quella una Republica pin que
/a Venetiana memorabile. )

Della Hift. Fiorentine, Lib. 8,
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‘and Ends of their particular Faction. For my
Part, I fhall always be more fond of promo-
ting Moderation than Zeal ; though perhaps
the fureft Wiy of prodicing Moderation in
every Party is to encreafe our Zeal for the-
Public. Let us, therefore, try, if it be poffi-
ble, from the foregoing Doérine, to draw a
Leflon of Moderation, with regard to the Par-
ties, in which our Country is at prefent di-
vided ; at the fame Time that we allow not
this Moderation to abate the Induftry and Paf-
fion with which every Individual is bound to
purfue the Good of his Country.

THosE who either attack or defend a Mi-
nifter in fuch a Government as ours, where
the utmoft Liberty is allowed, always carry
Matters to Extremes, and exaggerate his Me-
rit or Demerit with regard to the Publick.
His Enemies are fure to charge him with the
greateft Enormities, both in domeftic and fo-
reign Management ; and there is no Meannefs
or Crime, of which, in their Account, he is
not capable. Unneceflary Wars, fcandalous
“Treaties, Profufion of public Treafure, op-
preflive Taxes, every kind of Male-adminiftra-
tjon is afcribed to him. To aggravate the

: Charge,
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Charge, his pernicious Condud, it is faid,
will extend its baneful Influence even to Po-
fterity, by undermining the beft Conftitution
in the World, and difordering that wife Sy-
ftem of Laws, Inftitutions and Cuftoms, by
which our Anceftors, for fo many Centuries,
have been fo happily governed. He is not
only a wicked Minifter in himfelf, but has re-
moved every Sccurity provided againft wics
ked Minifters for the future.

ON the other Hand, the Partizans of the
Minifter make his Panegyric run as high as
the Accufation againft him, and celebrate his
wife, fteady, and moderat¢ Conduét in every
Part of his Adminiftration. The Honourand’
Intereft-of the Nation fupported abroad, pub-
lic Credit maintain’d at home, Perfecution

o reftrain’d, Fa&ion fubdu’d; the Merit of all
- thefe Bleflings is afcrib’d folely to the Minj.
fter. At the fame Time, he crowns all his o-
ther Merits, by a religious Care of the beft
Conftitution in the World, which he-has pre-
ferv'd inviolate in all its Parts, and bas tranf-
mitted entire, to be the Happinefs and Securis
ty of the lateft Pofterity.

WHEN
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W BEN this Accufation and Panegyric are
veceiv'd by the Partizans of each Party, no
Wonder they engender a moft extraordinary -
Ferment on both Sides, and fill the whole
Nation with the moft violent Animofities. But
I wou'd fain perfwade thefe Party-Zealots,
that there is a flac ContradiGion both in the
Accufation and Panegyric, and that it were
impoffible for cither of them to run fo high,
were it not for this Contradi®ion ; if our
Conflitution be really { that noble Fabric, the
Pride of Britain, the Envy of our Neighbours,
rais’d by the Labour of fo many Centuries, re-
pair'd at the Expence of [0 many Millions, and
cemented by fuch a Profufion of Blood ; 1 fay,
if our Contftitution does in any Degrec deferve
thefe Elogiums, it wou'd never have endurd
a wicked and a weak Minifter to govern trium-
phantly for a Courfe of Twenty Years, when
oppos'd by the greateft Geniufes of the Nar-

_on, who exercis’d the utmoft Liberty of
Tongue and Pen, in Parliament, and in their
frequent Appeals to the People. But if the
Minifter be wicked and weak, to the Degree
fo ftrenuoufly infifted on, the Conftitution

muft

+ Diflzrtation on Parties, Letter 10,
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muft be faulty in its original Principles, and
the Minifter cannot confiftently be charg’d
with undermining the beft Conftitution of the
World. A Conttitution is only fo far good,
as it provides a Remedy againft Male-admini-
ftration ; and if the Britifh Conftitution, when
in its greateft Vigour, and repair’d by two
fuch remarkable Events, as the Revolstion and
Acceffion, by which our antient Royal Family
was facrificed to it; if our Conftitution, I fay,
with fo great Advantages, does not, in Faét,
provide any fuch Remedy againft Male-admini-
ftration, we are rather beholden to any Mini-
fter, that undermines it, and affords us an Op-
portunity of erecing a better Conftitution in
its Place.

I Wou’p make Ufe of the fame Topics to
moderate the Zeal of thofe who defend the
Minifter. If our Conftitution be fo excellent,
a Change of Miniftry can be no fuch dread-
ful Event; fince ’tis effential to fuch a Confti-
tution, in every Miniftry, both to preferve it-
“felf from Violation, and to prevent all Enor-
mitics in the Adminiftration. If our Confti-
wution be bad, fo extraordinary a Jealoufy and
Apprehenfion, on Account of Changes, is ill-
placd;
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plac’d; and a Man fhou’d no more be anxi-
ous in this Cafe, than a Husband, who had ’
marry’d 2 Woman from the Stews, fhou’d be
watchful to prevent her Infidelity. Public
Affairs, in fuch a Conftitution, muft necefla-
rily go to Confufion by whatever Hands they
are conduted; and the Zeal of Patriots is
much le(s requifite in that Cafe than the Pati-
ence and Submiffion of Philofophers. The
Virtue and good Intentions of Caro and Brs-
tus are highly laudable ; But to whatPurpofe
did their Zeal ferve? To nothing, but to ha-
ften the faral Period of the Roman Govern-,
ment, and render its Convulfions and dying
Agonies more violent and painful.

I wou'p not be underftood to mean, that
public Affairs deferve no Care and Attention
atall. Woud Men be moderatz and confi-
ftent, their Claims might be admitted; ac
leaft, might be examin’d. The Country.Par-
2y mighe ftill affert, that our Conftitution, tho’
excellent, will admit of Male-adminiftration to
a certain Degree 3 and therefore, if the Minj-
fter be bad, ’ts proper to oppofe him with a
[fwitable Degree of Zecal. And on the other
Side, the Couri-Party may be allow’d, upon

’ - the
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the Suppofition, that the Minifter were éood,
to defend, and with fome Zeal too; his Ad-
miniftradon. I wou’d only perfwade Men
not to contend, as if they were fighting pro
aris ¢ focis, and change a good Conftitution
into a bad one, by the Violence of their Fac-
tons.

" 1 HAvE not here confider’d any Thing that
is perfonal in the prefent Controverfy. In the
beft Conftitution of thé World, where every
Man is reftrain'd by the moft rigid Laws ; tis
eafy to difcover cither the good or bad Inten-
tions of a Minifter, and to judge, whether
his perfonal Chara&er deferves Love or Ha-
tred. But fuch Queftions are of litle Impor-
rance to the Public, and ly under a juft Su-
fpicion either of Malevolence or Flattery in
thofe who employ their Pens upon them.

ESSAY
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of tbe firff PrRiNciPLES of
GOYERNMENT.

; ‘OTHING is mare {urprifing to thofe,
| who confider human Aftairs witha

Philgfaphical Eye; than to fee the
Eafing(s with which the many are governed by
the few, and to obferve the implicite Submif-
fion with which Men refign their own Senti-
ments and Paffions to thofe of their Rulers,
When we enquire by what Means this Wonder
is hroughtabout, .we.fhall find, that as Force
is always on the Side of the Governed, the
Gavexpors have nothing to fupport them but
OrinioN. Tis .therefore, on Opinion only
that Government is founded 3 and this Maxim
extends to the moft defpotick and moft milita-
ry Goverpments, as well as to the moft free
and moft yopular. The Soldan of Fgypts or

el © the
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the Emperor of Rome, might drive his harm«
lefs Subjeéts, like brute Beafts, againft their
Sentiments and Inclination : But he muft, at
leaft, have led his Mamalukes, or Pratorian
Bands, like Men, by their Opinion.

OrinioN is of two Kinds, wiz. Opinion
of INTEREST, and Opinion of Rigur. By
Opinion of Intereft, I chiefly underftand the
Senfe of the public Advantage which is reapt
from Government ; along with the Perfwafi-
on, that the particular Government, which is
eftablifh’d, is equally advantageous with any
other that cou’d eafily be fetdled. When this
Opinion ‘prevails among the Generality of 4
State, or among thofe who have the Force in
their Hands, it gives great Security to any,
Government.

R is of two Kinds, Right to PowER;
and Right oPro PER Tv. What Prevalence
Opinion of the firft Kind has over Mankind,
may eafily be underftood by obferving the At~
tachment, which all Nations have to their an-
tient Government, and even to thofe Names,
which have had the San&ion of Antiquiry.
Antiquity always bcgcts thc Opinion of Rights

. and
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4nd whatever difadvantageous Sentiment we
may entertain of Mankind, they are always
found to be prodigal both of Blood and Trea-
fure, in the Maintenance of public Right. This
Paffion we may denominate Enthufiafm, or
may give it what Appellation we pleafe; but
a Politician, who wou’d overlook its Influence
on human Affairs, wou’d prove himfelf to
have but a very limited Underftanding.

*T1s fufficiendy underftood, that the Opi-
nion of Right to Property is of the greateft
Moment in all Matters of Government. A
noted Author has made Property the Founda-
tion of all Government ; and moft of our po-
litical Writers feem inclin’d to follow him in
that Particular. This is carrying the Matter
woo far; but ftill it muft be own’d, that the
Qpinion of Right to Property has a great In-
fluence in this Subje&.

Uro N thefe three Opinions, therefore, of
Intereft, of Right to Power, and of Right to
Property, are all Governments founded, and
all Authority of the few over the many. There
are indeed other Principles, which add Force
to thele, and determine, limit, or alter their

Opera-
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Operation s fuch as Scif-Intereffy Féeary and
Affection: But ftill 1 affere, that chefe other
Principles can have no Influence alone, but
fuppofe the antecedent Influencé of thofe Opi- -
nioris above-miention’d. They are; thetefore,
to be eftcem’d the fecondary, tiot the origh
nial Principles of Governinent.

For firft; as to Self-Interéefl; by which i
mean the Expe&ation of particulat Rewards,
diftin& from the geileral Prote@ion which

" e receive from Qoverfimeht; ’tls evident;
hat the Magiﬁtat:’sﬁut'hériry muft be ane
" tecedéntly eltablifl’d, of at ledft be hopd
for, in order to prodiee this Expe&adoi.
The Expeétation of Reiwdrd fhay dtigmerdt the
Authority with regard to fome particular Per-
fons; but cdn never give Birth to 1t with re-
gard to the Public. Men naturally look for
the greateft Favours from their Friends and
Acquaintance 3 and therefore, the Hopes of any
confiderable Number of the State, wou’d ne.
ver center inany particular Set of Mén; if thefe
Men had no other Title to Magifiracy, aid
had no Inflience over the Opinioiis of Man-
kind. The faine Obfervatioh may be extend-
ed to the other two Principles of Fear and
Affeltion,
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Affection. No Man wou'd have any Reafon
to fear the Fury of 2 Tysam, if he had no
Autliority over any but from Feat ;- fince, as
# finglé Man, Mis bodily Ferce can reach but
a fimll Way, and whatever Power he has be-
yond, muft be founded either on our owa
Opinion, or on the prefum’d Qpinion of o
thers. And tho’ Affection to Wifdom and Vir-
tue in a Sovereign extends very far, and has
great Influence; yet he muft be antecedentdy
fuppos’d to be invefted with a publick Charac-
ter, otherwife the public Efteem will ferve
him in no Stead; nor will his Virtue have any
Influence beyond his private Sphere.

A GovErRNMENT may endure for feve-
ral Ages, though the Ballance of Power, and
the Ballance of Property do not agree. This
thicfly happens, where any Member of the
State has acquired a large Share of the Pro-
perty ; but from the original Contftitution of
the Government has no Share -of the Power.
Under what Pretext would any Individual of
that Order pretend to intermeddle in public
Affairs 2 As Men are commonly much attache
to their antient Government, it is not to be
expe&ed, that the Public would ever favour

fuch
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fuch Ufurpations. But where the original
Conttitution allows any Share of the Power,
though fmall, to an Order of Men, that pof-
feffes a large Share of Property, ’tis eafy for
them gradually to ftretch their Authority, and
bring the Ballance of Power to coincide with
that of Property. This has been the Cafe
with the Houfe of Commons in England.

Mos T Writers, that have treated of the Bri-
tifh Government, have fuppofed, that as the
Houfe of Commons reprefents all the Com-
mons of Great-Britain; fo its Weight in the
Scale is proportioned to the Property and
Power of all whom they reprefent. But this
Principle muft not be reccived as abfolutely
true. For though the Pcople are apt to at;
tach themflves more to the Houfe of Com-
mons than to any other Member of the Con-
ftitution, that Houfe being chofen by them
as their Reprefentatives, and as the public
Guardians of their Liberty; yet are there In-
ftances where the Houfe, even when in Op-
pofition to the Crown, has not been follow’d
by, the People ; as we may particularly ob-
ferve in the Tory Houfe of Commons in the
Reign of King William. Were the Members

' of
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of the Houfe obliged to receive Inftru@ions
from their Conftituents, like the Duzch Depu-
ties, shis would entirely alter the Cafe ; and
if fuch immenfe Power and Riches, as thofe
of the whole Commons of Britain, were
broughe into the Scale, ’tis not eafy to con-
ceive, that the Crown could either influence
that Multityde of People, or withftand thae
Over-ballance of Property. °Tis true, the
Crown has great Influence over the colle&ive
Body of Britain-in the Ele@ions of Members ;
but were this Influence, which at prefent is
only exerted once in feven Years, to be em-
ploy’d in bringing over the People to every
Vote, it would foon be wafted; and no Skill,
Popularity or Revenue could fupport it. I
muft, therefore, be of Opinion, that an Al-
teration in this particular would introduce a
total Alteration in our Government, and would
foon reduce it to a pure Republic ; and per-
haps, to a Republic of no inconvenient Form,
For though the People colle&ed in a Body,
like the Roman Tribes, be quite unfit for Go-
vernment, yet when difperfed in {fmall Bodies,
they are more fufceptible both of Reafon and
Order ; the Force of popular Currents and

Tides is, in fome Mcaﬁue, broke ; and the
public
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public Intereft may be purfied with Method
and Conftancy. Bur *tis needlefs to reafon a-
nyfarther concerning aForm of Government,
which'is never likely to have place in Britain,
and which feems not to be the Aim of any
Party amongft-us. Letuscherithand improve
our antient‘Government as-much as poffible,
without encouraging a Paflion for fuch dan.
gerous 'Noveldess

1 Su ALt conclude this Subje& with obfet-
ving, thav‘the prefent political Controverfy,
with regard to Inffruétions, is a wety Aftivo-
lous one, and can never be :brought to.any
Decifion, as it is managed by both Parties,
The Country-Party do not pretend, that a
Member is abfolutely bound to follow fuch
Inftru&ions, as an Ambaffador or General is
confined by his Orders, and that his-Voré is
not to be received ih the Houfe butfo far as
it is conformable to them. The Court-Party,
again, do not pretend, that the Sentiments
- of the.Pcople ought to have no Weight with
every Member 3 much lefs that he ‘ought to
defpife the Sentiments of thofe whom he re-
prefents, and with whom he is more particu-
larly connc&cd And if their Senumcnts be

\ of
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of Wﬂght’ why ought they not to exprefs
thefe Sentiments 2 The Queftion, then, is on-
ly concerning the Degrees of Weight, which -
ought to be plac’d.on Inftru&tions. But fuch
is the Nature of Language, that *tis impoffi-
ble for it to exprefs diftin&ly thefe different
Degrees; and if Men will carry on a Contro-
ver{y on this Head, it may well happen, that
they may differ in their Language, and yet a.
gree in their Sentiments ; and differ in their
Sentiments, and yet agree in their Language.
Befides, how is it poffible to ﬁx.thcfc De-
grees, confidering the Variety of Affairs thar
come bcfore the Houfe, and the Vancty of

* Places, which Members reprefent? Gughe the

Inftrutions of Totnefs to have the fame Weight
as thofe of London? Or Inftruions, with re- -
gard to the Convention, which relpeéted fo--
reign Politics, to have the fame Weight as
thofe with regard to ehe-Excife, which re-
fpe&ed only our domeftic Affairs?

H  ESSAY
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ESSAY VL

Of LovE and MARRIAGE. .

menare {o apt to take amifs every Thing
. that is faid in Difparagement of the
married State ; and always confider a Satyr
upon Matrimony as a Satyr upon themfelves,
Do they mean by this, that they are the Par-
ties principally concerned, and thatif a Back-~
wardnefs to enter into that State fhould pre-
vailin the World, they would be the greateft
Sufferers? Or, are they fenfible, that the Mift
fortunes and Mifcarriages of the married State
are owing more to their Sex than to ours? I
hope they do not intend to confefs either of
thefe two Particulars, or to give fuch an Ad,
vantage to their Adverfaries, the Men, as e-
vén to allow them to fufpedt it,

Il(now not whenee it proceeds, that Wo-.

1 Havy
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I HavE often had Thoughts of complying
with this Humour of the Fair Sex, and of writ.
inga Panegyric upon Marriage : But,in look-
ing around for Materials, they feem’d to be of
fo mix'd a Nature, that at the Conclufion of
my Refle@tions, I found I was as much dif-
pos’d to write a Satyr, which might be placd

on the oppofite Pages of my Panegyrick: And.

1 am afraid, that as Satyr is, on moft Occafi-
ons, thought to have more Truth in it than
Panegyric, I fhou’d have done their Caufe

miore Harm than Good by thisExpedient. To'

mifreprefent Fa@s is what, I know, they will
not require of me. I muft be more a Friend
to Truth, than even to them, where their In-

terefts ar¢ oppofite.

1 Suaryr tell the Women what it is our
Sex comblains of moft in the married State;
and if they be difpofed to fatisfy us in this
Particular, all the other Differences will be
eafily accomodated. If I be not miftaken, “tis
their Love of Dominion. which is the Ground
of the Quarrel; though ’ts very likely, that
they will think it an unreafonable Love of it
in us, which makes ns’infift fo much upon,
that Point. However this may be, no Paf

fion
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‘fion feems to have more Influence on female
Minds than this for Power 3 and there is
a remarkable Inftance.in Hiftory of its pre.
" vailing above another Paflion, which is the
only one that can be- fuppofed a proper
Counter-poife for it. We are told, that all
the Women in Scyrhia once confpired a.
gainft the Men, and kept the Secrer fo well,
that they executed their Defign before they
were fufpcted. They furprifed the Men
in Drink, or afleep, bound them all faft in
Chains, and having called a folemn Council
of the ‘whole Sex, it was debated what Expe-
dient thould be ufed to improve the prefent
Advantage, and prevent their falling again in-
to Slavery. To kill all the Men did not feem
o the Relith of any Part of the Affembly,
notwithftanding the Injuries formerly receiy’d ;
and they were afterwards pleafed to make a
great Merit of this Lenity of theirs. It was,
thercfore, agreed to put out the Eyes of the
whole male Sex, and thereby refign for ever
after all the Vanity they could draw from
their Beauty, in order to fecure their Autho.
rity, We muft no longer pretend to-drefs
and Show, fay they; but then we fhall be free
from Slavery. We fhall hear no more tender

Sighs;

-
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Sighs ; but in return we fhall hear no more
imperious Commands. Love muft for ever
leave us 3 but he will carry Subjection along
with him.

T1s regarded by fome as an unlucky Cir-
cumftance, fince the Women were refolved
to maim the Men, and deprive them of fome
of their Senfes, in order to render them hum-
ble and dependent, that the Senfe of hearing
could not ferve their Purpofe, fince “tis pro-
bable the Females would rather have atack’d
that than the Sight : And I think it is agreed
among the Learned, that, in a married State,
’tis not near fo great an Inconvenience to lofe
the former Senfe as the latter.  However this
may be, we are told by modern Anecdotes,
that fome of the Scythian Women did fecrety
fpare their Husbands Eyes; prefuming, I fup-
- pofe, that they could govern them as well by
means of that Senfe as without it. But fo in-

corrigible and intra&able were thefe Men,.

that their Wives were all obliged ina few Years,
as their Youth and Beauty decay’d, to imitate
the Example of their Sifters ; which it was
no difficult Matter to do in 2 State where the
female Scx had once got the Superiority.

1 knowe
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1 xNow not if our Scetifk Ladies derive any
Thing of this Humour from their Scyshian An-
ceftors; but I muft confefs, thatI have often
been furpriz’d to fec 2 Woman very well
pleas’d to take a Fool for her Mate, that fhe
might govern with the lefs Controul; and
cou’d not but think her Sentiments, in this
Refpe@, flill more barbatous than thofe of
the Scythian Women above-mention’d, as
much, as the Eyes of the Underftanding arc
more valuable than thofe of the Body.

Bu T to be juft, and to lay the Blame more
equally, Iam afraid it is the Fault of our Sex,
if the Women be fo fond of Rule, and that if
we did not abufe our Authority, they wou'd
never think it worth while to difpute it. Ty-
rants, we know, produce Rebels; and all Hi-
ftory informs us, that Rebels, when they pre-
vail, are apt to become Tyrants in their Turn.
For this Reafon, 1 cou’d with there were no
Pretenfions to Authority on cither Side; but
that every Thing was carry’d on with perfe®
Equality, as betwixt two equal Members of
the ame Body. And to induce both Parties
to embrace thofe amicable Scntiments, I fhall

* deliver
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deliver to them Plato’s Account of the Origin
of Love and Marriage.

M ANKIND, according to that fanciful Phi-
lofopher, were not, in their Original, divided
into Male and Female, as at prefent; buteach
individual Perfon was a Compound of both
Sexes, and was in himfelf both Husband and
Wife, melted down into one living Creature.
This Union, no Doubt, was very entire, and
the Parts very well adjufted together, fince
there refulted a perfe& Harmony betwixt the
Male and Female, altho’ they were oblig’d to
be infeparable Companions. And fo great was
the Harmony and Happine(s flowing from it,
that the ANDROG YNEs (for fo Plato calls
them) or MEN-WoMEN, became infolent upon
their Profperity, and rebell’d againft the Gods.

To punifh them for this Temerity, Fupiter

cou’d contrive no better Expedient, than to
divorce the Male-Part from the Female, and
make two imperfe& Beings of the Compound,
which was before fo perfe&. Hence the O-
rigin of Men and Women, as diftin& Crea-
tures. But notwithftanding this Divifion, fo
lively is our Remembrance of the Happinefs
we enjoy’d in our primzval State, that we -
are
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are never at Reft in this Situation ; 5 but each
of thefe Halves is continually fearching thro’
the whole Species to find the other Half,
which was broken from it: And when they
meet, they join agam with thc greatc& Fond-
nefs and Sympathy. But it often happens,
that they are miftaken in this Particular; that -
they take for their Half what no \Way corref-
ponds to them; and that the Parts do not mect
nar join in with each Other, as is ufual in Frac.
tures. In this Cafe the Union is foon dif-
folv’d, and each Partis fet loofc again to hune
for its loﬂ: Half, joining itfelf to evcry one it
meets by Way of Trial, and enjoying no Reft,
all its perfe@ Sympathy with its Partner fhcws_
that it has ac latt been fuccefsful in its Endea-
vouss, ’ '

WERE I difpos’d to carry on this Fition of
Plato, which accounts for the mutual Love
betwixt the Sexes in fo agreeable 2 Manner,
1 wowd do it by the following Allegory:

WHEN f}u}u’tei had feparated the Male from
the Female, and had quell’d their Pride and
Ambition by fo fevere an Operation, he cou'd
not but rcpcnt hxm of the Cruelty of his Ven-
1 - geance,



66 ESSAY VI

geance, and take Compaffion on poor Mortals;
who were now become incapable of any Re-
pofe or Tranquility. Such Cravings, fuch An-
xieties, fuch Neceflities arofe, as made them
curfe their Creation, and think Exiftence it-
felfa Punifhment. In vain had they Recourfe
to every other Occupation and Amufement.
In vain did they feck after every Pleafure of
Senfe, and every Refinement of Reafon. No-
thing cou’d fill that Void, which they felt in
their Hearts, or fupply the Lofs of their Part:
ner, who was fo fatally feparated from them.
To remedy this Diforder, and to beftow fome
Comfort, at leaft, on human Race in their
forclorn Situation, Fupiter fent down LovE
and HyMEN to colle@ the broken Halves of
human Kind, and piece them together, in the
beft Manner poffible. Thefe two Deities found
fuch a prompt Difpofition in Mankind to unite
again in their primitive State, that they pro-
ceeded on their Work with wonderful Succefs
.. for fome Time; dll ac laft, from many unluc-
" ky Accidents, Diflenfion. arofe betwixt them.
The chief Counfellor and -Favourite of Hymesn
was CARE, who was contnually filling his
Patron’s Head with Profpeéts of Futurity ; a
Settlement, Family, Children, Servants; fo
- ) thay
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that litle elfe was regarded in all the Matches
they made. On the other Hand, Zove had
chofen PLEASURE for his Favourite, who was
as pernicious a Counfellor as the other, and
wou’d never allow Love to look beyond the
prefent momentary Gratification, or the fatif-
fying of the prevailing Inclination. Thefe
two Favourites became, in a little Time, ir-
reconcilable Enemies, and made it their chief
Bufinefs to undermine each other in all their
Undertakings. No fooner had Love fixt upon
two Halves, which he was cementing toge-
ther, and forming to a clofe Union, butCare
infinuates himfelf, and bringing Hymen along
with him, diffolves the .Union produc’d by
Love, and joins each Half to fome other Half,
which he had provided for it. To be re-
veng'd of this, Pleafure creeps in upon a Pair
already join’d by Hymen; and calling Love to
his Affiftance, they Under-hand contrive to
join each Half, by fecret Links, to Halves,
which Hymen was wholly unacquainted with.
It was not long before this Quarrel was fele
in its pernicious Confequences ; and fuch Com-
plaints arofe before the Throne of Fupiter,
that he was oblig’d to fummon the offending.
Partfes to appear before him, in order to give

an
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an Account of their Proceedings. Afeer hea-
ring the Pleadings on botlt Sides, he order’d
an immediate Reconcilemént betwixt Loveand
Hymen, is the only Expedicnt for giving Hap-
pinefs to Markind: And that he might be
fure this Reconcilement thou’d be durable, he
laid his firi& Injun®ions on them never to
join any Halves without confulting their Fa-
vourites, Care and Pleafure, and obtaining
the Confent of both to the Conjunéion.

Where this Order is ftri@ly obferv’d, the

Androgyne is perfeély reftor'd, and human
Race enjoy the fame Happinefs as in their pri-

maeval State. The Seam is fearce perceiv'd;
that joins the two Beings together ; but both -

of them combine to form one perfe and
happy Creature,
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ESSAY VIL
Of the Stupy q" HisToRrY.

~%—3 HERE s nothing I would recom-
| ~ mend more earncftly to my female
Redders than the Stady of Hiftory, as

, an Occupation, of all others, the beft
fuited borh to their Sex and Education ; much
more inftru&ive than their ordinary Books of
Amffethent, atid more entertaining than thofe
ferious 'Compofitions, which are ufually to be
found ‘in their'Clofets. Among other impor-
tant Truths, which they may learn from Hi-
ftory, they tay be informed of two Particu-
lars, the ’Knb‘w}cdgc of which may contribute
very much to their Quiet and Repofe ; Thar
our Sex, as well as theirs, are far from being
fuch perfe& Creatutes as they are apt to ima
gine, and, That Love is not the only Paffion,
that governs the Male-World, but is often o-
vercome
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vercome by Avarice, Ambition, Vanity, and
a thoufand other Paffions. Whether they be
the falfe Reprefentations of Mankind in thofe
two Particulars, that endear Romances and
Novels fo much to the fair Sex, I know not;
but muft confefs I am forry to fee thems have
fuch an Averfion to Matter of Fa&, and fuch
an Appetite for Falfhood. . I remember I was
once defired by a young Beauty, for whom I
had fome Paflion, to fend her fome Novels
and Romances for her Amufement in the Coun-
try ; but was not fo ungenerous as to take
the Advantage, which fuch a Courfe of Read-
ing might have given me, being refolved not
to make Ufe of poifoned Arms againft her. I
therefore fent her Plutarch’s Lives, afluring
her at the fame Time, that there was not a
Word of Truth in them from Beginning to
Fnd. She perufed them very attendvely, ’dll
fhe came to the Lives of Alexander and C«far,
whofe Names fhe had heard of by Accidens:
and then returned me the Book, with many
Reproaches for deceiving her.

I Mavx indeed be told, that the fair Sex
have no fuch Averfion to Hiftory, as I have
reprefented, provided i 1( be fecrer Hiftory, and

contam
’




The Stupy of HrsToR v. 72

- contzin fome memorable Tranfa&ion proper
to excite their Curiofity. But as I do not find
that Truth, which is the Bafis of Hiftory, is at
all regarded in thofe Anecdotes, I cannot ad-
mit of this as a Proof of their Paffion for that
Study. However this may be, I fee not why
_the fame Curiofity might not receive a more
proper Dire&ion, and lead them to defire Ac-
counts of thofe who lived in paft Ages as well
as of their Contemporaries. What is it to

Cleora, whether Fulvia entertains a fecret:

Commerce of Love with Philander or.not?
Has fhe not equal Reafon to be pleafed, when
the is informed, (what is whifpered abour a-
mong Hiftorians) that Cato’s Sifter had an
Intrigue with Cefar, and palmed her Son,
Marcus Brutus, upon her Husband for his own,
though in Reality he was her Gallant’s » And
are not the Loves of Meffalina or Julia as
proper Subjeéts of Difcourfe as any Intrigue,
that this City has produced of late Years:

Bu 1t I know not whence it comes, that I
have been thus feduced into a kind of Raillery
againft the Ladies: Unlefs, perhaps, it pro-
ceed from the fame Caufe, that makes the
Perfop, who is the Favourite of the Come

' pany,
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pany, be often the Obje& of their good-natur'd
Jefts and Pleafantries. We are pleafed to ad-
drefs our felves after any manner to a Perfpn
that is agreeable to us; and at the famc Time
prefume, that nothing will be taken. aqnfs by
one who is fecure of the good Qp;mon and
Affedtions of every one prefept. I fhall now
proceed to handle my Subje& moye ferioufly,
and fhall point oyt the many Advantagcs, that
flow from the Study of Hiftory, and fhow how
well fuited it is to every one, but particularly
to thofe who are dcbarred the feverer Studies
by the Tendernefs of thclr Complexxon and
the Weaknels of thejr Educauon. The Advan:
tages found in I-hﬁoty feem 1o be of three
kinds, as it amufes the Fancy, as it improves
. the Underftanding, and as it ftrengthens Vir-
T tue.

IN reality, what more agreeable Enterrain-
‘ment to the Mmd than to be tranfportcd in-
to the remoteft Ages of the World, and to ob-
. ferve human Society in its Infancy, making

the firft faine Efflays towards the Arts and Sci-
ences: To fee the Policy of Govemmcnt, and
the Civilicy of Converfation rcﬁnmg by De-
grees, and every thing that is ornamental to

buman

—
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homan Life advancing towards its Perfe&ion.
To remark the Rife, Progrefs, Declenfion and.
final Extin&ion of the moft flourifhing Empires :
The Virtues, which contributed to their Great-
nefs; and the Vices, which drew on their Ruin.
In fhort, to fee all human Race, from the Be-
ginning of Time, pafs, as it were, in Review
before us, appearing in their true Colours,
without any of thofe Difguifes, which, dur-
ing their Life-time, fo much perplexed the
Judgments of the Beholders. What Spe&acle
can be imagined fo magnificent, fo various,
fo interefting ? What Amufement, either of
the Senfes or Imagination, can be compared
with it 2 Shall thofe trifling Paftimes, which
engrofs fo much of our Time, be preferr’d as
more fatisfaory, and more fit to engage our
Attention ? How perverfe muft that Tafte be,
which is capable of fo wronga Choice of Plea
fures? ' 1

Bur Hiftory is a moft improving Part of
Knowledge, as well as an agreeable Amufe-
ment ; and indeed, a great Part of what we
commonly call Erudition, and value fo highly,
‘is nothing but an Acquuintance with hiftori-
cl Fadts.” An extenifive Knowledge ‘of this

e K ‘ kind -
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kind belongs to Men of Letters; but I muft
think it an unpardonable Ignorance in Perfons

of whatever Sex or Condition, not to be ac-

quainted with the Hiftory of their own Coun-
try, along with the Hiftories of antient Greece
and Rome. A Woman may behave herfclf
with good Manners, and have even fome Vi-
vacity in her Turn of Wit ; bur where her
Mind is fo unfurnifh’d, *dsimpoffible her Con-
verfation can afford any Enterrainment to Men
of Senfe and RefleGtion.

1 Must add, that Hiftory is not only a va-
luable Part of Knowledge, but opens the Door
to many other Parts of Knowledge, and af-
fords Materials to moft of the Sciences. And
indeed, if we confider the Shortnefs of hu-
man Life, and our limited Knowledge cven
of what pafles in our own Time, we muft be
fenfible, that we fhould be for ever Children
-in Undcrﬁanding, were it not for this In-
vention, which extends our Experience to all
paft Ages, and to the moft diftant Nations;
making them contribute as much to our Im-
provement in Wifdom, as if they had a&ual-
ly lain qnder our Obfervation, A Man ac-
quainted with Hiftory may, in fome refpe&,

be

ot © s
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be faid to have lived from the Beginning of
the World, and to have been making continu.:
al Additions to his Stock of Knowledge in e-
very Century,

THERE is alfo an Advantage in that Know-
ledge, which is acquired by Hiftory, apove
what is learned by the Pra&ice of the World,
thar it brings us acquainted with human Af-
fairs, without diminifhing in the leaft from
the moft delicate Sentiments of Virtue. And -
to tell the Truth, I know not any Study or
Occupation fo unexceptionable as Hiftory in
this particular. - Poets can paint Virtue in the
moft charming Colours ; but as they addrefs
themfelves entirely to the Paffions, they often
become Advocates for Vice. Even Philofo-
phers are apt to bewilder themfelves in the
Subtilty of their Speculations ;3 and we have
feen fome go fo far as to deny the Reality of
all moral Diftin&ions. But I think it a Re-
mark worthy the Attention of the fpeculative
Reader, that the Hiftorians have been, almoft
without Exception, the true Friends of Virtue,
and have always reprefented it in its proper
Colours, however they may have erredin their
Judgments of particular Perfons. Machiavel

himfelf

il
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himfelf difcovers a-true Sentiment of Virtue
in his Hiftory of Florence. When he talks as
a Politician, he confiders Poifoning, Affaffi-
nation and Perjury as lawful Ar¢s of Power;
but when he fpeaks as an Hifforian, he fhows
fo keen an Indignation againft Vice, and fo
warm an Approbation of Virtue in many Paf-
fages, that I could not forbear applying to
him that Remark of Horace, That if you chace
away Nature, though with never fo great In-
dignity, fhe will always return ‘upon you.
Nor is this Combination -of Hiftorians in fa-
vour of Virtue at all difficult to be accounted
for. When a Man of Bufinefs enters into Life
and A&ion, he is more apt to confider the
Chara@ers of Men, as they have Relation to
his Intereft, than as they ftand in themfelves;
and has’his Judgment warped on every Occa-
fion by the Violence of his Paffion. When a
Philofopher contemplates Characters and Man-
ners in his Clofet, 'the general abfira& View
of the Obje&s leaves the Mind fo cold and
unmoved, that the Sentiments of Nature have
no Room to play, and he fearce feels the Dif-
ference betwixt Vice and Virtie. Hiftory
keeps in a juft-Medium betwixt thefe Ex.
trcmcs, and places the Objes in their true
Point
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Point of View. The Writers of Hiftory, as
well as thé Readers, are fufficiently interefted
in the Chara@ers and Events, to have a lively
Sentiment of Blame or Praife; and at the fame
Time have no particular Intercft or Concern
to pervert their Judgment.

Vers voces tum demwum peclore ab img
Elicikntur,

ESSAY
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" ESSAY VIIL
Of the INDEPENDENCY of
' PA.RLIAMENT.

the Condu& of the Cosrt and Country
Party, that the former are commonly

lefs affuming and dogmatical in Converfation,
more apt to make Conceffions, and tho’ not,
perhaps, more fufceptible of Conviction ; yet
more able to bear Contradition than the lat-
ter; who are apt to fly out upon any Oppofi-
tion, and to regard one as a mercenary de-
figning Fellow, if he argues with any Cool-
nefs and Impartiality, or makes any Concef:
fions to their Adverfaries. This is a Fa&,
which, I believe, every one may have ob-
ferv'd, who has been much in Companies,
where political Queftions have been difcufs’d;
~tho’; were one to ask the Reafon of this Dif-
ference,

I HAVE frequently obferv’d, in compa;ing
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ference, every Party wou’d be apt to affigna -

different Reafon. Gentlemen in the Oppofition
will afcribe it to the very Nature of their Par-
ty, which, being founded on public Spirit,
and a Zeal for the Conftitution, cannot eafily
endure fuch Do@rines, as are of pernicious
Confequence to Liberty. The Courticrs, on

the other Hand, will be apt to put us in Mind

. of the Clown mention’d by Lord Shaftsbury. -
¢¢ A Clown, fays that } excellent Author, .

¢ opce took a Fancy to hear the Latin Dif-
¢¢ putes of Do&ors at an Univerfity. He was
¢ askt what Pleafure he cou’d take in view-
<¢ ing fuch Combatants, when he cou’dne-
< ver know fo much, as which of the Par-
€¢ ties had the better.” For that Matter, re-
ply’d the Clown, € I a'n’t fuch a Fool nei-
thery, but I can fee who's the firft that puts

¢ go’ther into a Paffion. Nature herfelf dice .

¢¢ tated this Leffon to the Clown, that he who
«¢ had the better of the Argument woud be
¢ eafy and well-humour’d: But he who was
¢ unable to fupport his Caufc by Reafon,
< wou'd naturally lofe his Tcmpcr, and grow
¢ violent.”

To

1 Mitcellaneous Refle&tions, Page 107.
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To which of thefe Reafons fhall we-adhere?
To neither of them, in my Opinion: Unlefs
we have a-mind to inlift ourfelves, and be-
come Zealots in either Party. I believe I can
affign the Reafon of this different Condué of
the two Parties, without offending either.
The Country-Party are plainly meoft popular
at prefent, and perhaps have been fo in moft
Adminiftrations: So that, being accuftom’d
to prevail in Company, they cannot endure -
to hear their Opinions controverted, but are
as confident on the publick Favour, as if they
were fupported in all their Sentiments by the
moft infallible Demontftration. The Courtiers,
on the other Hand, are commonly fo run
down by your popular Talkers, that if you
fpeak to them with any Moderation, or make
them the fmalleft Conceffions, they think
themfelves cxtrcmcly obligd to you, and are
apt to return the Favour by a like Moderation
and Facility on their Part. To be furious and
pafjonate, they know, wou’d only gain them
the Chara&er of fhamele(s Mercenaries ;. not
that of zealows Patriots, which is the Charac-
ter that fuch a warm Behaviour is apt to ac-
quire to the other Party.

L In
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In all Controverfies, we find, without re-
garding the Truth or Falthood on either Side, -
that thofe who defend the eftablitht and po-
pular Opinions are always moft dogmacal
“and imperious in their Stile: While their Ad-
verfaries affe@ a moft extraordinary Gentle-
nefs and Moderation, in order to foften, ‘as
much as poffible, any Prejudices, that may
ly againft them. Confider the Behaviour of
our Free-thinkers of all Denominations, whe-
ther they be fuch as decry all Revelaton, or
only oppofe the exorbitant Power of the
Clergy; Collins, Tindal, Foffer, Hoadley.
Compare their Moderation and Good-man-
ners with the furious Zeal and Scurrility of

~ their Adverfaries, and you will be convinc’d
of the Truth of my Obfervation. A like Dif-
ference may be obferv’d in the Condu& of
thefe French Writers, who maintain’d the
Controverfy with regard to antient and mo-
dern Learning. Boilean, Monfienr ¢ Madame
Dacier, I’ Abbe de Bos, who defended the Par-
ty of the Antients, mixt their Reafonings with
Satyre and Inve@ive: While Fontenelle, la
Motte, Charpentier, and even Perrault never
wanfgrefs’d the Bounds of Modération and
' Good-
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Good-breeding; tho’ provok’d by the moft
injurious Treatment of their Adverfaries.

I musT, however, obferve, that this Re-
mark, with regard to the feeming Moderation
of the Court Party, is entirely confin’d to Con-'
verfation, and to Gentlemen, who have been
engag’d by Intereft or Inclination in thac Par-
ty. For as to the Court-Writers; being com-
monly kir’d Scriblers, they are altogether as
feurrilous as the Mercenaries of the other Par-
ty, nor has the Gazeteer any Advantage, in
this Refpeé, above Common Senfe. - A Man
of Education will, in any Party, difcover him-
felf to be fuch, by his Good-breeding and De-
cency; as a Scoundrel will always betray the
oppofite Qualities. The falfe Accufers ac-
eus'd, &c. is very fcurrillous; tho’ that Side
of the Queftion,. being leaft popular, fhou’d
be defended with moft Moderation. When
L-d Bewey L-d M-ty Mr. Lewn take the
Pen in Hand, tho’ they write with Warmth,
they prefume not upon their Popularity fo far
as to tranfgrefs the Bounds of Decency.

1 am led into this Train of Refle@ion, by
confidering fome Papers wrote upon that
grand
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grand Topic of Court-Influence, and Parlia«
mentary Dependence, where, in, my humble
Qpinion, the Country-Party fhow too rigid
an Inflexibility, -and too great a Jealoufy of -
making Conceflions to their Adverfaries.
Their Reafonings lofe their Force, by being
carry’d too far; and the Popularity' of their
Opinions has feduc’'d them to negle&, in fome -
Meafure, their Juftnefs and Solidity. The

" following Rcafonmg will, T hope, ferve to
Juﬁlf’y me in this Opinion, .

Porrricar Writers have eftablith’d it as

a Maxim, That in contriving any Syftem of
Government, and fixing the feveral Checks
and Controuls of the Conttitution, every Man
ought to be fuppos’d a Knave, and to have
no other End, in all his A&tions, but private
Intereft. By this Intereft we muft govern
. him, and by Means of it, make him co-ope-"
rate to public Good, notwithftanding his in-
fatiable Avaricc and Ambition. Without this,
fay they, we fhall in vain boaft of the Advan-
tages of any Conftitution, and fhall find, in
the End, that we have no Security for ourLi-
bertics or Poffcflions, except the Good-will
of
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of our Rulers ; that is, we {ball have no Secu-
" rity acall. .

*T 1 s therefore a juft political Maxim, That
every Man muft be [uppofed a Knave : Tho’
at the fame Time, I muft own it appears fome-
what ftrange, thatra Maxim fhould be true in
Politics, which is falfe in Fat. But to fauisfy
us on this Head, we may confider, that Men
are gencrally more honeft in their private than
in their public Chara&er, and will go greater
Lengths to ferve a Party than where their
own private Intereft is alone concerned. Ho-
nour is a great Check upon Mankind : Bue
where 2 confiderable Body of Men a& toge-
ther, this Check is, in a great meafure, re-
moved ; fince a Man is fure to be approved
of by his own Party for what promotes the
common Intereft, and foon learns to defpife
the Clamours of his Adverfaries. To which
we may add, that every Court or Senate is
determined by the Majority 3 fo that if Self.,
Intereft influences only the Majority (as it
will always do in the prefent depraved State
of Mankind) the wholée Senate follows the
Allurements of this feparate Intereft, and adts

as
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as if it contained not one Member, who had
any Regard to public Intereft and Liberty.

W HEN, therefore, there offers to my Cen-
fure and Examination any Plan of Govern-
ment, real or imaginary, where the Power is
diftributed among feveral Courts, and feveral
Orders of Men, I always confider the private

reft of each Court, and eaéh Order ; and
if1 find, that, by the artful Divifion of the
Power, the private Intereft muft ncceflarily,
in its Operation, concur with the public, I
pronounce that Government to be wife and
happy. 1If, on the contrary, the private In-
tereft of each Order be not check'd, and be
not dire&ed to publick Intereft, I fhall look
for nothing but Fa&ion, Diforder, and Tyran-
oy from fuch a Government. In this Opi-
nion I am juftified by Expencncc, as well as
by the Authority of all Philofophers and Poli-
ticians, both antient and modern.

How much, therefore, would it have
furprifed fuch a Genius, as Cicero, or.Ta-
eitus, to have been told, that in a future
Age there fhould arife a very regular Syftem
of mixt Government, where the Power was

fo
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fo diftributed, that ‘one Rank, whenever i
pleafed, might fwallow up all the reft, and
* engrofs the whole Power of the Conftitution,
Such a Government, they would have been
ape to fay, will not be a mixt Government.
For fo great is the natural Ambition of Men,
that they are never fatisfied with Power; and
if one Order of Men, by purfuing the Inte-
reft of their Order, can ufurp upon every o-
ther Order, it will certainly do fo, and ren-
~ der itfelf, as far as pofible,. abfolute and un.
controulable.

Bur in this Opinion, Expericnce thows
they would have been miftaken. For this is
a&ually the Cafe with the Britifh Conftitu-
.tion. The Share of Power allotted by our
Conftitution to the Houfe of Commons is fo
great, that it abfolutely commands all the o-
ther Parts of our Government. TheKing’s le-*
gillative Powect is plainly no proper Check to
ir. For though:-the King has a Negative in
the pafling of all Tijggs; yet this, in Fad, is
efteemed of fo lictle Moment, that whatever
"paffes the two Houfes is always fure to be
pafs’d into a Law, and the Royal Affent is lit-
de beter than a mere Form. The principal

“ Weighe
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Weight of the Crown lies in the executive
Power: But befides that the executive Power,
in every Government, is altogether fubordi-
nate to the legiflative; befides this, I fay, the
Exercife of this Power requires an immenfe
Expence, and the Commons have aflumed to
themfelves the fole Power of difpofing of pub-
lic Money: How cafy, therefore, would it
be for that Houfe to wreft from the Crown
all thefe Powers, one after another, by mak-
ing every Grant of Money conditional, and
choofing their Time fo well, that their Re-
fufal of Subfidies fhould only diftrefs the Go-
vernment, without giving foreign Powers a-
" ny Advantage over us ? Did the Houfe of
Commons depend in the fame manner on the
King, and had none of the Members any Pro-
perty but from his Gift, would not he com-
mand all their Refolutions, and be from thag
Moment abfolute ? As to the Houfe of Lords,
they are a very powerful Support to the Crown
as long as they are, in their Turn, fupported
by it; but both Experience and Reafon fhowe
us, that they have no Force nor Authority
fufficient to maintain themfelves alone, with-
out any fuch Support.
How
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How, therefore, fhall we folve this Para-
dox? And by what Means is this Member of
our Conftitution confin’d within its proper
Limits ; fince, from our very Conflitution, it
muft neceflarily have as much Power as it de-
" mands, and can only be confin’d by itfelf?
How is this confiftent with our conftant Ex-
perience of human Nawre ? I anfwer, that
the Intereft of the Body is here reftrain’d by
the Intereft of the Individuals, and that the
Houfe of Commons ftretches not its Power,
becaufe fuch an Ufurpatien would be contra-
ry to the Intereft of the Majority of its Mem-
bers. The Crown has fo many Offices at its
Difpofal, that when affifted by the honeft and
difinterefted Parr of the Houfe, it will always
command the Refolutions of the whole ; fo
far at leaft, as to preferve the antient Confti-
tution from Danger. We may, therefore, give
to this Influence what Name we pleafe ; we
may call it by the invidious Appellations of
Corruption and Dependence ; but fome Degree
and fome Kind of it are infeparable from the
very Nature of the Conftitution, and necefla-
1y to the Prefervation of our mixt Govern-
ment. ' :

M . InsteapD

g v
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InsT2AD then of afferting *abfolutely, that
the Dependence of Parliament, in every De-
gree, is an Infringement of Britifh Liberty,
the Country-Party would have done better to
have made fome Conceffions to their Adverfa-
ties, and have only examined what was the pro-
per Degree of this Dependence, beyond which
it became dangerous to Liberty. But fuch 2
Moderation is not to be expelted of Party-
men of any kind. After 2 Conceflion of this
Nature, all Declaination muft be abandoned
and a ferious calm Enquiry into the proper De-
grees of Court-Influence, and Parliamentary
Dependence would have been expe&ed by the
Readers. And tho’ the Advantage, in fuch a
Controver{y, might poffibly remain to the
Country-Party; yet the ViGory would not
have been fo campleat as they with for, nor
would a true Patriot have given an entire Loofe
to his Zeal, for fear of running Matters into
a contrary Extreme, by diminifhing too 1 far
the Influence of the Crown. ’'Twas, there.
' fore

* See Differtation on Parties, throughout.

+ By that Influence of the Crown, which I'would
juftify, 1 mean only, that arifing from the Offices and
Honours, that are at the Difpofal of the Crown. Asto

privare
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fore, thought beft to deny, that this Extreme

could ever be dangerous to the Conftitution,s -

or that the Crown could ever have too little
Influence over Members of Parliament.

‘ALt Queftions concerning the proper Me«

dium betwixt any two Extremes are very dif-,

ficult to be decided; both becaufe it is diffi
cult to find Words proper to fix this Medium,
and becaufe the Good and Ill, in fuch Cafes;

run fo gradually into each other, as even to’
render our Sentiments doubtful and uncertain.

But there is a peculiar Difficulty in the prefent
Cafe; which would embarrafs the moft know-
ing and moft impartial Examiner. The Power:

of the Crown is always lodged in a fingle Per--

fon, either King or Minifter; and as this Per-
fon may have ecither a greater or lefs Degree
of Ambition, Capacity, Courage, Popularity
or Fortune, the Power, which is too gseat in
one Hand, may become too little in another.

In

private Bribery, it may be confidered in the fame
Light as the Praltice of employing, Spies, which is
fcarce juftifiable in a good Minifter, and is infamous
in a bad ane : But to be a Spy, or to be corrupted, is
always infamous in all Miniftries, and is 10 be regarded
as 2 fhamelefs Froflitution.

o
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In pure Republics, where the Power is diftri-
buted among feveral Affemblies or Senates,
the Checks and Controuls are more regular
in their Operation; becaufc the Members of
fuch numecrous Aflemblics may be prefumed
o be always nearly equal in Capacity and Vir-
tue ; and ’ds only their Number, Riches, or
Authority, that enter into Confideration. But
a limited Monarchy admits not of any fuch
Srabiiity 3 nor is it poflible to affign to the
Crown fuch a determinate Degree of Power,
as will, in every Hand, form a proper Coun-
ter-ballance to the other Parts of the Confti-
tution. This is an unavoidable Difadvantage,
among the many Advantages awending thag
Species of Government.
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ESSAY IX.

Whether the BritisH GOVERN=-
MENT #nchines more to ABso-
LUTE MONARCHY, or 70 4 Rk-
PUBLIC.

T affords a violent Prejudice againft al-
I moft every Art and Science, that no pru-
dent Man, however fure of his Principles,
dare prophefy concerning any Event, or
foretell the remote €onfequences of Things.
No Phyfician will venture to pronounce con-
cerning the Condition of his, Patient a Fort-
night or Month after : And ftill lefs dare a
Politician foretell the Situation of public Affairs
a few Years hence. Harringion thought him~
felf o fure of his general Principle, That tiw
Ballance of Power depends on that of Property,
.that he ventured to pronounce it impoffible
ever to re-cftablilh Monarchy in England »
But
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But his Book was fcarce publithed when the
King was reftored; and we fee that Monarchy,
has ever fince fubfifted upon the fame Foot-
ing as before. Notwithftanding of this un-
lucky Example, I will veature to examine 2
very important Queftion, wviz. Whether the
Britith Government inclines more to Abfolute
Monarchy, or to a Republic 2 and in which of
thefe stwo Species of Government it will moft
probably terminate ? As there {cems not to be
any great Danger of a fudden Revolution ei-
ther Way, I fhall at leaft efcape the Shame at
tending my Temerity, if I fhould be found to
have been miftaken.

THose who affert, that the Ballance of
our Government inclines towards Abfolute
Monarchy may fupport their Opinion by the
following Reafons, That Property has a greas
Influence on Power cannot poffibly be de-
picd ; but yet the general Maxim, That the
. Ballance of the one depends upon the Ballance of
the other, muft be received with feveral Limi-
wtions. Tis evident, that much lefs Property
in a fingle Hand will be able to counter-bal-
lance a greater Property in feveral Hands s
not anly becaufe it is difficult to make many

. Perfons
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Perfons combine in the fame Views and Mea-
fures 5 but alfo becaufe Property, when uni-
ed, caufes much greater Dependence, than
the fame Property, when difperfed.. An
hundred Perfons of 1000 a Year apiece, can
confume all their Income, and no Body fh:ll
ever be the better for them, except their Ser.

vants and Tradefmen, who juftly regard their
. Profits as the Produ& of their own Labour.
Bur 2 Man poffeft of 100,000 a Year, if he has .

either any Generofity, or any Cunning, may
treate a great Dependence by Obligations, and
ftill a greater by ExpeQations. Hence we find,
that in all free Governments any Subje& exor-

* bitandly rich has always created Jealoufy, even

‘tho’his Riches bore no manner of Proportion to
the Riches of the State. Craffus’s Fortune, jf
I remember wéll, amounted only to * Three
Thoufand Talents a Year; and yet we find,
that though his Genius was nothing extraor
dinary, he.was able, by Mcans of his Riches
alone, to counter-ballance, during his Life-

.

time, the Power of Cefar, who afterwards

became Mafter of the World. The Wealth of
- the

¢ About 400,0001. Sterling.
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the Medicis made them Mafters of Florence;
tho’, *tis probable, it was very inconfiderable,
compared to the united Property of that opu-
lent Republic.

T #5sE Confiderations are apt to make one
enterrain a very magnificent Idea of the Bri-
tifb Spirit and Love of Liberty; fince we
cou’d maintain our free Government, during
fo many Centuries, againft our Sovereigns,
who, befides the Power and Dignity and Ma-
jefty of the Crown, have always been pofleft
‘of much more Property, than any Subje&
has ever enjoy’d in any Common-wealth. But
it may be faid, that this Spirit, however great,
will never be able to fupport itfelf againft that
immenfe Property, which is-now lodgd in
the Kinggeand which is ftill increafing. Upon
a moderate Computation, there are near three
Millions at the Difpofal of the Crown. The
civil Lift amounts to near a Million. The
Colle&ion of all Taxes to another Million.
And the Employments in the Army and Navy,
along with Ecclefiaftical Preferments above a
third Million; a monftruous Sum, and what
may fairly be computed to be more than a
thirtieth Part of the whole Income and La-

o bour
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bour of the Kingdom. When we add to this
immenfe Property, the increafing Luxury of
the Nation, our Pronenefs to Corruption, a-
long with the great Power and Prerogatives
of the Crown, and the Command of fuch nu-
merous military Forces, there is no one but
muft defpair, without extraordinary Efforts,
of being able to fupport our free Government
much longer under all thefe Difadvantages.

ON the other Hand, thofe who maintain,
that the Byafs of the Britifh Government leans
towards a Republic, may fupport their Opi-
nion by very {pecious Arguments. It may be
faid, that though this immenfe Property in
the Crown, be joind to the Dignity of firft
Magiftrate, and to many other legal Powers
and Prerogatives, which fhould naturally give
it a greater Influence; yer it really becomes
lefs dangerous to Liberty upon that very Ac-
count. Were Britain a Republic, and were
any private Man poffefs’d of a Revenue, a
third, or even a tenth Part as large as that of
the Crown, he would very juftly excite Jea-
loufy 5 becaufe he would infallibly have greas
Authority in the Government: And fuch an
irregular Authority, not avowed by the Laws,

N is




98 ESSAY IX.
is always more dangerous than a much greater

Authority, which is derived from them, A

* Man poflefs'd of ufurp’d Authority can fet no
Bounds to his Pretenfions: His Partizans have
Liberty to hope for every thing in his Favours:
His Enemies provoke his Ambition, along with
his Fears, by the Violence of their Oppofition:
And the Government being thrown into a Fer-
ment, every cotrupted Humour in the State
naturally gathers to him. On the contrary,
a legal Authority, though very great, has al-
ways fome Bounds, which terminate both the
Hopes and Pretenfions of the Perfons poffefs’d
of it: The Laws muft have provided a Reme-
dy againft its Excefles : Such an eminent Ma-
giftrate has much to fear, and little to hope
from his Ufurpations : And as his legal Au-
thority is quietly fubmitted to, he has little
Tempration and little Opportunity. of extend-
"ingit farther. Befides, it happens, with regard
to ambitious Aims and Projeés, what may be
obferved with regard to Seé&s of Philofophy
and Religion. A new Seét excites fuch a Fer-
ment,

k)
* On'ne monte jamais fi baut que quand on ne fait
ffu ou on wa, faid Cromwe!l 1o the Prefident de Bet
ievre. ) '

{
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ment, and is both oppofed and defended with
fuch Vehemence, that it fpreads always fafter,
and multiplies its Partizans with greater Ra-
pidity, than any old eftablithed Opinion, re-
commended by the San&ion of the Laws and
of Antiquity. Such is the Nature of Novelty,
that where any thing pleafes, it becomes dou-
bly agreeable, if new; bur, if it difpleafes, it
is doubly difpleafing, upon that very Account.
And, in moft Cafes, the Violence of Enemies
is favourable to ambitious Projects, as well
as the Zeal of Parrizans, ‘

It may farther be faid, That tho’ Men be
very much govern’d by Intereft; yet even In-
tereft itfelf, and all human Affairs are merely
govern'd by Opinion. Now, there hasbecn a
very fudden and a very fenfible Change in the
Opinions of Men within thefe laft Fifty Years,
by the Progrefs of Learning and of Liberty.
Moft People, in shis Ifland, have divefted them-

 felves of all fuperftitious Reverence to Names
and Authority: The Clergy have entirely loft
their Credit: Their Pretenfions and Do&rines
have been ridicul’'d; and even Religion can

. fearce fupport itfelf in the World., The mere
Name of King commands little Refpeét; and
te
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to talk of him as GOD’s Vicegerent upon
Earth, or to give him any of thofe magnifi.
cent Titles, which formerly dazl’d Mankind,
wou’d but excite Laughter in every one. Tho’
the Crown, by Means of its large Revenue,
may maintain its Authority in Times of Tran-
quility, upon private Intereft and Influence;
yet, as the leaft Shock or Convulfion muft
break all thefe Interefts to Pieces, the kingly
Power, being no longer fupported by the fet-
tled Principles and Opinions of Men, will im-
mediately diffolve. Had Men been in the
fame Difpofition at the Rewolution, as they
are at prefent, Monarchy woud have run a
great Rifque of being cnurely loft in this
Ifland.

DursTI venture to deliver my own Sen-
timents amidft thefe oppofite Arguments, I
wou’d affert, that unlefs there happen fome
extraordinary Convulfion, the Power of the
Crown, by Mcans of its large Revenue, is ra-
ther upon the Increafe; tho’, at the fame
Time, I own, that its Progrefs feems to me
.very flow and almoft infenfible. The Tide
has run long, and with fome Rapidity, to

the
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the Side of popular Government, and is juft
beginning to turn towards Monarchy.

T1s well known, that every Government
- muft come to a Period, and that Death is un-
avoidable to the political as well as to the ani-
mal Body. But, as onc Kind of Death may
be preferable to another, it may be enquir’d,
Whether it be more defirable for the Britifh
Conftitution to terminatein a popular Governs
ment, or in abfolute Monarchy ? Here I woud
declare frankly, that tho® Liberty be infinitely
preferable to Slavery, in almoft every Cale;
yet T wou'd much rather with to fec an abfo-
lute Monarch than a Republic in this Ifland :
For, let us confider, what Kind of Republic
we have Reafon to expe®. The Queflion is
not concerning any fine imaginary chubhc,
which a Man may form a Plan of in his Clo-
fet. There is no Doubt, but,a popular Go-
vernment may be imagin’d more perfc& than
abfolute Monarchy, or even than our prefent
Conftitution : But what Reafon have we- to
expe& that any fuch Government will ever be
eftablifh’d in Britain, upon the. Diffolution of
our Monarchy?_If any. fingle Perfon acquire
Powcr enough to take our Conttitution to Pie-

ces,y
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ces, and put it up anew, he is really an abfo-
lute Monarch; and we have had already an
Inftance of this Kind, fufficient to convince
us, that fuch a Perfon will never refign his

Power, or cftablifh any free Government.

Marters, therefore, muft be trufted to their
natural Progrefs and Operation ; and the Houfe
of Commons, according to its prefent Contfti-
tution, muft be the only Legiflature in fucha
popular Government. The Inconveniencies,
attending fuch a Situation of Affairs, prefent
themfelves by Thoufands. If the Houfe of
Commons, in fuch a Cafe, ever diffolves it
{elf, which is not to be expe&ed, we tay
look for a Civil War every Ele&ion. If it
continues itfelf, we fhall fuffer all the Tyran-
ny of a Fa&tion, fub-divided into new Fa&i-
ons: And as fuch a violent Government can-
not long fubfift, we fhall, at laft, after infinite
Convaulfions and Civil Wars, find Repofe in
abfolute Monarchy, which it wou’d have
been happier for us to have eftablith’d peace-
ably from the Beginning. Abfolute Monar-
chy, therefore, is the cafieft Death, the true
Euthanafia of the Britifh Conftitution.

THUS,

—
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THus, if we have Reafon to be more jea-
‘ lous of Monarchy, becaufe the Danger is
) more imminent from that Quarter; we have
) alfo Reafon to be more jealous of popular Go-
“ vernment, becaufe that Danger is more terri-
ble. This may teach us a Leffon of Modera-

tion in all our political Controverfics.

ESSAY
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ESSAY X

Of PARTIES in general.

F all Men, thar diftinguith them-
felves by memorable Atchievements,

the firft Place of Honour, in my

, Opinion, is due to LEGISLATORS,
" and Founders of States, who tranfmit a Sy-
ftem of Laws and Inftitutions to fecure the
Peace, Happinefs and Liberty of future Gene-
" rations. The Influence of ufeful Inventions
in the Arts and Sciences may; perhaps, ex-
" tend farther than thofe of wife Laws, whofe
- Effe&s are limited both in Time and Place ;
but the Benefit arifing from the former is not
fo fenfible as that which proceeds from the
latter.  Speculative Sciences, de, indecd, im-
“-prove the Mind ; but this Advantage reaches
only to a few Perfons, who have Leifure to
apply themfelves to them. And as to prai-
' (o) ca
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cal Arts, which encreafe the Commodities and
Enjoyments of Life ; ’tis well known, that
Men’s Happinefs confifts not fo much in an
Abundance of thefe, as in the Peace and Secu-
rity with which they poffe(s them : And thefe
Bleffings can only be derived from good Go-
vernment. Not to mention, that general Vir-
tue and good Morals in a State, which are fo
requifite to Happinefs, can never arife from
the moft refined Precepts of Philofophy, or
even the fevereft Injunéions of Religion; but
muft proceed entirely from a virtuous Educa-
tion, the Effe& of wife Laws and Infticutions.
I muft, therefore, be ofa different Opinion
from my Lord Bacow in this Particular, and
muft regard Antiquity as fomewhat unjuft in
in its Diftribution of Honour, when it made
Gods of all the Inventors of ufeful Ares, fuch
as Ceres, Bacchus, ZFfculapins; and dignified
Legiflators, fuch as Romulus and Thefexs, on-
ly with the Appelladon of Demi-Gods and
Heroes. :

Asmuch’as Legiflitors'and Founders of States
ought to be honoured and refpeGed among
Men, as much ought the Founders of Seés
~and Fa&ions to be detefted and hated 5 be-

caufs
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caufe the Influence of Fadtions is diredly
contrary to that of Laws. Fadions fubvert

Government ; render Laws impotent , and be-’

get the fierceft Animofities among Men of the
fame Nation, who ought to give mutwal Af-
fiftance and Prote@ion to cach other. And
what fhow’d render the Founders of Fa&ions
more odious is the Difficulty of extirpating
Fa&tions, when once they have takenrife in any
State. They naturally propagate themfelves
for many Centuries, and feldom end but by
the total Diffolution of that Government, in
which they are planted. They are, befides,
Seeds, which grow moft plentifully in the
richeft Soils 5 and though defpotic Govern-
ments be not entirely free from them, it muft
be confefs’d, that they rife more cafily, and
propagate themfelves fafter in free Govern-
ments, where they always infe& the Legifla-
ture itfelf, which alone cou’d be able, by the
fleady Application of Rewards and Punith-
ments, to eradicate them.

FacTions or Parties may be divided into
Pexsonar and REAL; that is, into Fac.
tions founded on perfonal Friendfhip or Ani-
mofity among thofe Who compofe the Fae-

, tions,

R
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tions, and into thofe founded on fome real Dife

ference of Sentiment or Intereft. The Reafon
of this Diftin&ion is obvious ; though I muft
- acknowledge, that Parties are feldom found
purc and unmixt, either of the one kind or
the other. Tis not often feen, that a Go-
vernment divides into Fa&ions, where there
is no Difference in the Views of thefe Fa&tions,
cither real or apparent, trivial or material :
And in thofe Fadions, which are founded on

the moft real and moft material Difference,

there is always found to be a great deal of
~ perfonal Animofity or Affe&ion. Bur not-
. withftanding of this Mixture, a Party may be
denominated either perfonal or real, accord-
ing to that Principle which is predominant, and
is obferved to have the greateft Influence.

Prrsonat Faions arife moft eafily inf
' fmall Republics. Every domeftic Quarrel be-
comes an Affair of State. Love, Vanity, Ex
meulation, any Paffion begets public Divifion,
.as well as Ambition and Refentment. The
Neri and Bianchi of Florence, the Fregofs and
Adorni of Genoa, the Colonnefi and Orfini of
modern Rome, were Parties of this kind.

“MEX
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Mz 5 have fuch a Propenfity to divide inta
perfonal Fa&ions, that the fmalleft Appear-
ance of real Difference will beget them., What
can be imagined more trivial than the Diffe.
rence betwixt.one Colour of Livery and ano-
ther in Horfe-Races? And yet this Difference
begot two moft inveterate Falions in the
Greek Empire, the Prafini and Vesesi, who
never fufpended their Animofides, il they
suined that unhappy Government,

NoTHING is more ufual than to fee Par-
* tes, which have begun upon a real Difference,
continue cven after that Difference is loft.
When Men are once inlifted on different Sides,
they contra& an Affe@ion to the Perfons
with whom they are united, and an Animo-
fity againft their Antagonifts : And thefe Paf-
fions they often tranfmit to their Pofterity.
The real Difference betwixv Guelf and Ghibe
belline was long loft in Italy, before thefe Fac-
tions were extinguifhed. The Guelfs adher’d
to the Pope, the Ghibbellines to the Emperor;
and yet the Family of Sforfa, who were in Al-
‘Hance with the Emperor, though they were
Guelfs, being expelled Milan by the King* of

France,

¢ Lewis Xilh,
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France, aflifted by Facomo Trivulzio and the
Ghibbellines, the Pope concurred with them,
and they form’d Leagues with the Pope again{t
the Emperor. o

T & Civil Wars lately arifen in Morocco be-
twixt the Blacks and Whites, merely on ac-
count of their Complexion, are founded ona.
very pleafant Difference. We laugh at them;
but I believe, were Things righty examin’d,
we afford much more Occafion of Ridicule to
the Moors. For pray, what are all the Wars
of Religion, which have prevail’d in this po-
lite and knowing Part of the World? They
are, in my Opinion, more abfurd than the
Moorifh Civil Wars, The Difference of Coms«
plexion is a fenfible and a real Difference:
But the Difference about an Article of Faith,
which is utterly abfurd and unintelligible, is
not a real Difference of Sentiments, but only
a Difference of a few Phrafes and Expreffions,
which one Party accepts of, without under~
ftanding them; and the other refufes, in the.
fame Manner. Befides, I do not find, that
the Whites in Morocco ever impos’d on the
Blacks any Neceflity of altering their Com~
plexion, or threaten’d them with Inquificons

and
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and penal Laws in cafe of Qbftinacy: Nor
have the Blacks been more unreafonable in
this Particular. But is a Man’s Opinion,
where he is able to form a real Opinion, more
at his Difpofal than his Gomplexion ? And
can one be induc’d by Force or Fear to do
“more than paint and Difguife in the one Cafe
as well as in the other?

, REA L Faltions may be divided into Fac-
Yons from Insereft, from Principle, and from
Affection, Of all Fa&tions, thofe from Inte.
reft are the moft reafonable and the moft ex-
cufable. Where two QOrders of Men, fuch ag
the Nobles and People, have a diftin& Au-
thority in a2 Government, which is not very
accurately ballanc’d and modell’d, they natu-
rally follow a diftin& Intereft; nor can we
reafonably expe& a different Condu& from
that Degree of Sclfithnefs, which is implanted
in human Nature. It requires very great Skill
in a Legiflator to prevent fuch Factions; and
many Philofophers are of Opinion, that this
Secret, like the Grand Elixir, or Perpeinal Mo-
tion, may amufe Men in Theory, but can ne-
ver poflibly be reduc’d to Prattice. In def
potick Governments, indecd, Fations often
"~ do
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" do not appear; but they are never the lefy
real; or rather, they are more real and more
pernicious, upon that very Account. The di-
ftin@ Orders of Men, Nobles and People,
Soldiers and Merchants, have all a ditin&
Intereft; but the more Powerful opprefles
the Weaker with Impunity, and withoutRe-
fiftance; which begets a feeming Tranquillity
in fuch Governments.

THERE has been an Attempt to divide the
landed and trading Intereft in England; buc
without Succefs. The Intereft- of thefe two
Bodies is not really diftin&, and never will
be fo, till our public Debts increafe to fuch a
Degree, as to become altogether oppreflive
and intolerable.

" ParTIEs from Principles, efpecially ab-
fira& fpeculative Principles, are known only
to modern Times, and are, perhaps, the moft
extraordinary and unaccountable Phenomena,
that have ever yet appear’d in human Affairs.
Where different Principles beget a Contrari-
ety of Condud, as all different political Prin-
ciples do, the Matter may be more eafily ex-
plain’d. A Man, who eftecms the true Righe

of
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of Government to ly in one Man, or one Fa-
mily, cannot eafily agree with his Fellow-
Citizen, who thinks, that another Man or
Family is poffeft of this Right. Each natural-
ly wifhes thar Right may take Place, accor-
ding to his own Notions of it. But where
the Difference of Principles begets no Contra-
riety of Aéion, but each may follow his own
Way, without interfering with his Neigh-
bour, as happens in all religious Controver-
fies; what Madnefs, what Fury can beget
fuch unhappy and fuch fatal Divifions 2

T wo Men, travelling on the High-way, of
whom one goes Eaft, the other Weft, can
cafily pafs each other, if the Way be broad
cnough : But two Men, reafoning upon op-
pofite Principles of Religion, cannot fo eafily
pals, without fhocking ; tho’ one thou’d think,
that the Way were alfo, in that Cafe, fuffici-
ently broad, and that each might proceed,
without Interruption, in his own Way. Buc
fuch is the Nature of the human Mind, that
it always takes hold of every Mind thac ap-
proaches it; and as it is wonderfully ftrength-
en’d and corroborated by an Unanimity ‘of
-Sentiments, fo it is thock’d and difturb’d by
| P any



114 ESSAY X.*

any Contrariety. Hence the Eagernefls, which
moft People difcover in a Difpute; hence their
Impatience of Oppofition, even in the moft
fpeculative and indifferent Opinions.

T H1s Principle, however frivolous it may '

appear, feems to have been the Origin of all
religious Wars and Divifions. But, as this
Principle is univerfal in human Nature, its
Effe@s wou'd not have been confin’d to one
Age, and to one Se& of Religion, did it not
there concur with other more accidental Cau-
fes, ‘which raife it to fuch a Height, as to
caufe the highéft Mifery and Devaftation.
Moft Religions of the antient World arofe in
the unknown Ages of Government, when
Men' were as yet barbarous and uninftru&ed,

“ and the Prince, as well as Peafant, were dif-
posd to receive, with implicite Faith, every
pious Tale or Fiction that was offer’d them.
The Magiftrate embrac’d the Religion of the
People, and entering cordially into the Care
of facred Matters, naturally acquir’d an Au-
thority in them, and united the Ecclefiaftical

" with the Civil Power. But the Chriffian Reli-
gion arifing, while Principles direétly oppofite
to it were firmly eftablifh’d in the polite Part
of
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of the World, who defpis’d the Nation thac
. firft broach’d this Novelty ; no Wonder, that
Chriftianity, in fuch Circumftances, was but
lile countenanc’d by the Civil Magiftrate,
and that the Chriftian Priefthood were allow-:
ed to engrofs all the Authority in the new
Se@. So bad a Ufe did they make of this
Power, even in thofe early Times, that the
Perfecudons of Chriftianity may, perhaps, in
Part, be afcrib’d to the Violence inftill’d by
them into their Followers. And the fame
Principles of Prieftly Government continuing,
after Chriftianity became the eftablith’d Re-
ligion, they have engender'd a Spirit of Per-
fecution, which has ever fince been the Pois
fon of human Society, and the Source of the
moft inveterate Fa&tions in every Government,
Such Fa&ions, therefore, on the Part of the
poor People, may juftly be efteem’d Fa&ions
of Principle; but on the Part of the Priefts,
who are the prime Movers, they are rcally
Fations of Intereft.

THERE is another Caufe (befide the Au.
thority of the Priefts, and the Separation of
the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Powers) that has

contributed to render Chriffendom the Scene
of
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of religious Wars and Divifions. Religions,
that arifc in Ages totally ignorant and barba-
rous, confift moftly of traditional Tales and
FiGtions, which may be very different in eve-
ry Se&, without being contrary to each o-
ther ; and even when they are contrary, eve-
ry one adheres to the Tradition of his own
Se&, without much Reafoning or Difputation.
But as Philofophy was widely fpread over the
World, at the Time that Chriftianity arofe,
the Teachers of the new Se& were oblig’d ta
, form a Syftem of {peculative Qpinions ; to di-
vide, with fome Accuracy, their Articles of
Faith; and to explain, comment, confute,
and confirm with all the Subtility-of Argu-
ment and Science. From hence naturally a-
rofe Keennefs in Difpute, when Chriftianity
came to be fplit into new Divifions and Here-
fies: And this Keennefs affifted the Priefts in
their pernicious Policy, of begetting a mutual
Hatred and Antipathy among their deluded
Followers. Seéts of Philofophy, in the an-
tient World, were more zealous than Parties
of Religion; but, in modern Times, Parties
of Religion are more furious and enrag’d than
the moft cruel Faltions, that ever arofe from
Intereft and Ambition.

‘ 1 HAVE
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I HA VE mention’d Parties from Affection as
akind of real Parties, befide thofe from Intereft
and Principle. By Parties from Affe@ion, I
underftand thofe which are founded on the
different Affe@ions of Men towards particu-
lar Families and Perfons, whom they defire
to rule over them. Thefe Parties are often
very violent , though I muft own it is fome-
what unaccountable, that Men fhou’d attach
themfelves fo ftrongly to Perfons, whom they
are no way acquainted with, whom perhaps
they never faw, and from whom they never
feceived nor can ever hope for any Favour.
Yet this we find often to be the Cafe, and e-
ven with Men, who, on other Qccafions, dif-
cover no great Generofity of Spirit, nor are
found to be cafily tranfported by Friendfhip
beyond their own Intereft. We are apt, I
know not how, to think the Relation betwixt
us and our Sovereign very clofe and intimate,
The Splendor of Majefty and Power beftows
an Importance on the Fortunes even of a fin-
gle Perfon. And when a Man’s Good-nature
does not give him this imaginary Intereft, his
Ill-nature will do it, from Spite and Oppofi-
tion to Perfons, whofc Sentiments are diffe-
rent from his own,
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ESSAY XL

Of the PARTIES of GREAT-
BritaIn.

Er £ the Briti/h Government pro-
poled as a Subje& of Speculation
to a ftudious Man, he wou'd im-

mediately perceive in it a Source
of Divifion and Party, which it woud be al-
moft impoflible for it, in any Adminiftration,
to avoid. The juft Ballance betwixt the Re.
publican and Monarchical Part of our Confti-
tution is really, in itfelf, fo extreme delicate
and uncertain, that when join’d to Men’s Paf-
fions and Prejudices, s impoffible but diffe-
rent Opinions mutt arife concerning it, even
among Perfons of the beft Underftanding.
Thofe of mild Tempers, who love Peace and
Order, and deteft Sedition and Ciyil Wars,
will always entertain more favourable Sentis
ments
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ments of Monarchy, than Men of bold Spirits,
who are paffionate Lovers of Liberty, and
thinkno Evil comparable to Subje &ion and Sla-
very. And though all reafonable Men agree
in general to preferve our mixt Government ;
yet when they come to Particulars, fome will
incline to truft larger Powers to the Crown,
to beftow on it more Influence, and to guard
againft its Encroachments with lefs Caution,
than others who are terrified at the moft di-
ftane Approaches of Tyranny and defpotic
Power. Thus there are Parties of PRINCIPLE
involved in the very Nature of our Confti-
tution, which may properly enough be deno-
minated * Court and CounTry Partics. The
Strength

. # Thefe Words have become of general Ufe, and
therefore 1 (hall employ them, without intending to
exprefs by them an univerfal Blame of the one Party,
or Approbation of the other. The Court-Party may,
no doubt, on fome Occafions, confult beft the Intereft
of the Country, and the Country-Party oppofe it. In
like Manner, the Roman Parties were denominated Op-
timates and Populares; and Cicero, like a true Party- -
man, defines the Optimates to be fuch as, in all their
publick Condu®, regulated themfelves by the Senti-
ments of the beft and worthieft of the Romans : Pro
Sextio.  The Term of Country-Party may afford a fa-
vourable Definition or Etymology of the fame kind:
Buc it would be Folly to draw any Argument from
that Head, and 1 have no Regard to it in employing
thefe Terms.
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Strength and Violence of each of thefe Parties
will much depend upon the particular Admi-
niftration. An Adminiftration may be fo bad
as to throw a great Majority into the Coun-
try Party ; as a good Adminiftration will re-
concile to the Court many of the moft paffio-
nate Lovers of Liberty. But, however the
Nation may flu€tuate betwixt thefe two Par-

ties, the Parties will always fubfift, as long * °

as we arc govern’d by a limited Monarchy.

Bur, befides this Difference of Principle,
thofe Parties are very much fomented by 2
Difference of INTEREST, without which they
couwd fcarce ever be dangerous or violent.
The Crown will naturally beftow all its Truft
and Power upon thofe, whofe Principles, real
or pretended, are moft favourable to Monar-
chical Government; and this Temptation will
naturally engage them to go greatcr Lengths
than their Principles wou'd otherwife carry
them. Their Antagonifts, who are difappoin-
ted in their ambitious Aims, throw themfelves
into the Party, whofe Principles incline them
to be moft jealous of Royal Power, and natu-
rally carry thofe Principles to a greater Length
than found Politics will juftify. Thus, the

Q ’ Court
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Cosurt and Cosntry Parties, which are the ge<
nuine Fa&ions of the Britifh Government, are
a kind of mixt Pardes, and arc influenced part-
Iy by Principle, partly by Intereft. The Heads
of the Pardes are commonly moft governed
by the latter Motive ; the inferior Members
of them, by the former. I muft be under-
ftood to mean this of Perfons who have any Mo-
tive for taking Party on any Side. For, to
tell che Truth, the greateft Part are common-
ly Men who affociat¢ themfelves they know
not why; from Example, from Paffion, from
Idlenefs. Bue ftill it is requifite there be fome
Source of Divifion, either in Principle or In-
tereft ;5 otherwife fuch Perfons wou’d not find
Parties, to which they cou’d affociate them-
felves. '

As to Ecclefiaftical Parties ; we may ob-
ferve, that, in all Ages of the World, Priefts
have been Enemies to Liberty; and ’ts cer-
tain, that this fteady Condug of theirs muft
have been founded on fixt Reafons of Intereft
and Ambition. Liberty of thinking, and of
exprefling our Thoughts, is always fatal to
Prieftly Power, and to thofc pious Frauds,
‘on which it is commonly founded ; and by

an
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an infallible Connexion, which is found among

every Species of Liberty, this Privilege can
never be enjoy’d, at leaft, has never yet been
enjoy’d, but in a free Goveriment. Hence it
muft happen, in fuch a Government as Bri-
tain, that the eftablihi’d Clergy will always
be of the Court-Party; as, on the contrary,
Diffenters of all kinds will be of the Country-
Party; fince they can never hope for that To-
_ leration they ftand in need of, but by Means
of our free Government. All Princes, that
have aimed at defpotic Power, have known
this important Intereft of gaining the efta-
blithi’d Clergy: As the Clergy, on their Side,
have fhewn a great Facility of entering into
the Views of fuch Princes. Guffavss Vaza
was, perhaps,- the -only ambitious Monarch,
that ever deprefs’d the Church, at the fame
Time, that he difcouraged Liberty. But the
exorbitant Power of the Bifhops in Sweden,
who at that Time overtop’d the Crown, along
with their Attachment to a forcign Family,
was the Reafon of his embracing fuch an un-
ufual Piece of Politics.

Trrs Obfervation concerning the Propeti-

fity of Clergymen to defpouc Power, and to
the
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the Government of a fingle Perfon, is not true
with regard to onc Se& only : The Presbyte-
- rian and Calviniffic Clergy in Holland were
always profefs’d Friends to the Power of the
Family of Orange ; as the Arminians, who
were efteem’d Heretics, were always of the
Loveflein FaQion, and zealous for Liberty.
Bue if a Prince has the Choice of both, ’ds
eafy to fee, that he will prefer the Epifcopal
to the Presbyterian Form of Government 3
both becaufe of the greater Affinity betwixe
Monarchy and Epifcopacy, and becaufe of the
Facility which a Prince finds in fuch a Govern-
ment, of ruling the Clergy, by Means of their
Ecclefiaftical Superiors.

Ir we confider the firft Rife of Parties in
England, during the Civil Wars, we fhall find,
that they were exa@ly conformable to this
general Theory, and that the Species of the
Government gave Birth to them, by a regu-
lar and infallible Operation. The Englifs Con-
ftitution, before that Time, had lain in a Kind
of Confufion; yet fo, as that the Subje&s pof-
fefs'd many noble Privileges, which, though
not, perhaps, exatly bounded and fecur’d by
Law, were univerfally deem’d,  from long

Poffef-
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Pofleffion, to belong to them as their Birth-
Right. An ambitious, or rather an ignorant,
Prince arofe, who efteem’d all thefe Privi
leges to be Conceflions of his Predeceffors,
revocable at Pleafure; and in Profecution of
this Principle, he openly aéted in Violation of
Liberty, during the Courfe of feveral Years.
Neceflity, at laft, conftrain’d him to call a
Parliament: The Spirit of Liberty arofe: The
Prince, being without any Support, was obli-
ged to grant every Thing requir’d of him:
And his Enemies, jealous and implacable, fet
no Bounds to their Pretenfions. Here then
begun thofe Contefts, in which it was no
Wonder, that Men of that Age were divided
into different Parties 3 fince, even at this Day,
the Impartial are at a Lofs to decide concern-
ing the Juftice of the Quarrel. The Pretenfi-
ons of ther Parliament, if yielded to, broke
the Ballance of our Conftitution, by rende-
ring the Government almoft entirely Republi-
can. If not yielded to, we were, perhaps,
ftill in Danger of defpotic Powcr, from the
fettled Principles and inveterate Habits of the
King, which had plainly appeard in every
Conceflion, that he had been conftraind to
make to his People. 1In this Queftion, fo de-

licate
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licate and uncertain, Men naturally-fell to the
Side, which was moft conformable to their
ufual Prin¢iples; and thofe, who were the
moft paffionate Favourers of Monarchy, de-
clar’d for the King; as the zealous Friends of
Liberty fided with the Parliament. The Hopes
of Succefs being nearly equal on both Sides,
Intereft had litde Influence in this Conteft:
So that Rounp-Heap_and CavALIER were
mercly Parties of Principle; neither of which
difown’d either Monarchy or Liberty; but
the former Party inclin’d moft to the Republi-
can Part of our Government, and the latter
to the Monarchial. In which refpe& they
may be confider’d as Court and Country-Par-
ty enflam’d into a Civil War, by an unhappy
Concurrence of Circumftances, and by the
turbulent Spirit of the Age. The Common-
wealth’s-Men, and the Partizans of defpotic
Power, lay conceal’d in both Parties, and
form’d but an inconfiderable Part of them.

THE Clergy had concurr’d, in a fhamelefs
Manner, with the King’s arbitrary Defigns,
according to their ufual Maxims in fuch Ca-
fes: And, inReturn, were allow’d to perfecute
their Adverfaries, whom they call'd Heretics

and.
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, and Schifmatics. The eftablifh’d Clergy was
Epifcopal; the Non-conformifts Rresbyteri.
ans: So that all Things concurr’d to throw
the former, withoutr Referve, into the King's
Party; and the latter into that of the Parlkia.
ment. The Cavaliers being the Court-Party,
and the Rownd-heads the Country-Party, the
Union was infallible betwixt the former and
the eftablith’d Prelacy, and betwixt the latter
and Presbyterian Non-conformifts. This U-
nion is fo natural, according to the general
Principles of Politics, that it requires fome
very extraordinary Concurrence of Circums.
ftances to break it.

EVER ¥ one knows the Event of this Quar-
rel; fatal to the King firft, and to the Parlia
ment afterwards. After many Confufions and

Revolutions,” the Royal Family was at laft r& ~ -

ftor’d, and the Government eftablifh’d on the
fame Footing as before. Charles . was not
made wifer by the dreadful Example of his Fa-
ther ; but profecuted the fame Meafures, tho®
with more Secrecy and Caution. New Par.
ties arofe, under the Appellations of W n16
and Tor v, which have continued ever fince
to confound and diftra@ our Government.

‘What
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What the Nature is of thefe Parties, is, per-
haps, one of the moft difficult Queftions thae
can be met with, and is a Proof, that Hiftory
may contain Problems, as uncertin as any
that are to be found in the moft abftra& Sci-
ences. We have feen the Conduét of thefe
two Parties, during the Courfe of Seventy
Years, in a vaft Variety of Circumftances,
poflefs’d of Power, and depriv’d of it, during
Peace and during War: We meet with Per-
fons, who profefs themfelves of one Side
or t'other, every Hour, in Company, in our
Pleafures, in our ferious Occupations: We
ourfelves are conftrain’d, in 2 Manner, to take
Party; and living in a Country of the higheft
Liberty;, every one may openly declare all his
Sentiments and Opinions: And yet ‘we are at
a Lofs to tell the Nature, Pretenfions, and
Principles of the two Parties. The Queftion
is, perhaps, in itfelf, fomewhat difficult; but
has been render’d more fo, by the Prejudices
and Violence of Party.

WHEN we compare the Parties of Whig
and Tory, to thofe of Round-head and Cava-
lier, the moft obvious Difference, that ap-

pears betwixt them, confifts in the Do&rines
of
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of paffive Obedience and indefeafible Right,
which were but little heard of among the Ca-
waliers, but became the univerfal Do@&rine,
and was the true Chara&eriftic, of a Tory.
Were thefe Principles pu(h’d into their moft
obvious Confequences, they imply a formal
Renunciation of all our Liberties, and an A-
vowal of abfolute Monarchy; fince nothing
can be a greater Abfurdity than a limited
Power, which muft not be refifted, even
when it exceeds its Limitations. But as the
moft rational Principles arc often buta weak
Counterpoife to Paffion; ’tis no Wonder,
that thefe abfurd Principles, fyffcient, accor-
ding to a juftly celebrated * Author, 7o fhock
the common Senfe of a HoTTENTOT or SAMOI
EDE, were found too weak for that Effe&.
The Tories, as Men, were Enemics to Opprefs
fion; and ulfo, as Englifhmen, they were E-
nemies to defpotick Power. Their Zeal for
Liberty, was, perhaps, lefs fervent than thac
of their Antagonifts; but was {ufficient to
make them forget all their general Principles,
when they faw themfelves openly threaten’d
with a Subverfion of the antient Government.
R From

* Differtation on Parties, Lesrer 2d.
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From thefe Sentiments arofe the Rewvolutiorn 3
an Event of mighty Confequence, and the
firmeft Foundation of Britifh Liberty. The
Conduét of the Tories, during that Event, and
after it, will afford us a true Infight into the
‘Nature of that Party.

I~ the firft Place, They appear to have had
the Sentiments of true Brizons in their Affec-
tion to Liberty, and their determin’d Refolu-
tion not to facrifice it to any abftra& Princi-
ples whatfoever, or to any imaginary Rights
of Princes. This Part of their Chara&er mighe
juftly have been doubted of before the Revo-
lution, from the obvious Tendency of their
avow’d Principles, and from their almoft un-
bounded Compliances with a Court, thac
made litde 'Sccret of its arbitrary Defigns.
The Revolution fhow'd them to have been, in
this Refpe&, nothing but a genuine Coure-
Party, fuch as might be expe&ed in a Bririfh -
Government: That is, Lovers of Liberty, bue
greater Lovers of Monarchy. It muft, how-
cver, be confeft, that they carry’d their mo-
narchical Principles further, even in Pradice,
- but
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but more fo in Theory, than was, in any De-
gree, confiftent with a limited Government.

Secondly. NEITHER their Principles nor Af:
feQions concurr’d with the Settlement made
at the Revolution, or with that which has
fince taken Place. This Part of their Charac-
ter may fcem contradiftory to the former;
fince any other Settlement, in thofe Circum-
ftances of the Nation, muft have been dange-
rous, if not fatal to Liberty. But the Heart
of Man is made to reconcile the moft glaring
Contradi&ions ; and this Contradi&ion above-
mention’d is not greater than that betwixe
Paffive Obidience, and the Refiffance employ’d
at the Rewvolution. A Tory, therefore, fince
the Revolution, may be defin’d in a few Words
to be a Lover ;of Monarchy, tho’ without a-
bandoning Liberty; and a Partizan of the Fa-
mily of STuART. As a Whig may be defin’d
to be a Lover of Liberty, tho without renoun-

" ¢ing Monarchy; and a Friend to the Settlc-
ment in the Proteftant Line,

T uE celebrated Writer above cited, has af-
{crted, that the ReaL Diftin&ion berwixt Whig
and Tery was loft at the Revolution, and that

, ever
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_ ever fince they have continued to be mere pes+
Jfonal Parties, like the Guelfs and Ghibbellines,
after the Emperors had loft all Authority in
Italy. Such an Opinion, were it received,
wou’d turn our whole Hiftory into an Znig-
ma; and s, indeed, fo contrary to the ftrongeft
Evidence, that 2 Man muft have a great Opi-
nion of his own Eloquence to attempt the pro-
ving of it.

I suary firlt mentian, as an irrefiftible
Proof of a real Diftin&ion betwixt thefe Par-
tics, what every one may have obferv’d or heard
concerning the Condu& and Converfation of
all his Friends and Acquaintance on both Sides.
Have not the Tories always bore an avowed
Affe&ion to the Family of Stsart, and have
not their Adverfaries always oppofed with Vi-
gour the Succeffion of that Family 2

Tug Tory Principles are confefledly the
moft favourable to Monarchy. Yet the Tories
have almoft alway§ oppofed the Court thefe
fifty Years ; nor were they cordial Friends ta
King William, even when employ’d by him.
Their Quarrel, therefore, cannot be fuppofed

o
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to have lain with the Throne, but with the
Perfon, who fat on it,

Trey concurr’d heartily with the Court
during the four laft Years of Queen Anne.
But is any one at a lofs to find the Reafon?

°T'1s monftrous to fee an eftablifh’d Epifco-
pal Clergy in declar’d Oppofition to the Court,
and a Nonconformift Presbyterian Clergy in
Conjun&ion with it. What can produce fuch
an unnatural Condué in both? Nothing but
that the former have efpoufed Monarchical
Principles too high tor the prefent Settlement,
which is founded on Principles of Liberty :
And the later, being afraid of the Prevalence
of thofe high Principles, adhere to that Par.
iy, from whom they have Reafon to expe&
Liberty and Toleration.

THe different Condu@ of the two Parties,
with regard to foreign Politics, is alfo a Proof
to the fame Purpofe. Hylland has aiways been
moft favour’d by one, and France by the other. -
In fhort, the Proofs of this kind are fo palpa-
ble and evident, that one isalmoft afham’d

to colle& them.
ATory
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A Tery is a Lover of Monarchy, though

without abandoning Liberty; and a Partizan .

of the Family of STuaRT. A Whig is a Lover
of Liberty, though without renosncing Monar-
¢hy s and a Friend to the Settlement in the Pro-
teftant Line. Thefe different Views, with re-
gard to the Scttlement of the Crown, are ac-
cidental, but natural Additions to the Princi-
ples of the Cosrt and Country Parties, which
are the genuine Partics of the Britifh Govern-
ment. A paffionate Lover of Monarchy is apt
to be difpleafed at any Change of this Succef-
fion ; as favouring too much of a Common-
wealth : A paffionate Lover of Liberty is apt
to think that every Part of the Government
ought to be fubordinate to the Interefts of Li-
_ berty.. *Tishowever remarkable, that thoygh
the Principles of Whig and Tory be bath of
them of a compound Nature; yet-the Ingre-
dients, which predominated in both, were not
correfpondent to each other. A Tory loved
Monarchy, and bore an Afte@ion to the Fa-

mily of Stuart 3 but the latter Affe@ion was -

the predominant Inclination of the Party. A
Whig loved Liberty, and was a Friend to the
Scttlement in the Poteffant Line; but the Love
of Liberty was profcffcdly his predominant In-

clination.

e
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clination. The Tories have frequently a&ed as
Republicans, where either. Policy or Revenge
has engag’d them.to that Condué; and there
was none of that Party, who, uponthe Suppofi
tion,_that they were to be difappointed in their
Views with regard to the Succeflion, would
not have defired to impofe the ftriGeft Limi-
tations on the Crown, and to bring our Form
of Government as near Republican as poffible,
in order to deprefs the Family, that, accord-
ing to their Apprehenfion, fucceeded without
any juft Title. The Whigs, ’tis true, have al-

" fo taken Steps damgerous to Liberty, under
Pretext of fecuring the Succeflioniand Settle-
ment of the Crown, according to their Views:
But as the Body of the Party had no Paffion
for that Succeflion, otherwife than as the
Means of fecuring Liberty, they have been
betray’d into thefe Steps by Ignorance or Frail-
ty, or the Intereft of their Leaders. The Suc-
ceffion of the Crown was, therefore, the chicf
Point with the Tories : The Security of our
Liberties with the Whigs. -

*Tis Difficult to penetrate into the Thoughts
and Sentiments of any particular Man ; but
%is almoft impoffible to diftinguith thofe of a
- whole
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whole Party, where it often happens, that
no two Petfons agree precifely in the fame
Way of thinking. Yet I will venture to affirm,
that it was not fo much PRINCIPLE, or an
Opinion of indefeazible Right, that awach’d
the Tories to the antient Royal Family, as Ax.
FECTION, or a certain Love and Efteem for
their Perfons. The fame Caufe divided Eng.
land formerly betwixt the Houfes of York and
Lancafter, and Scotland, betwixt the Families
of Bruce and Baliel 5 in an Age, when polit-
cal Difputes were but liule in Fafhion, and
when political Principles muft of Courfe have
had but litde Influence on Mankind. The
Do@rine of paflive Obedience is fo abfurd in
itfelf, and fo oppofite to our Liberties, that it
feems to have been chiefly left to Pulpit De-
climers, and to their deluded Followers a-
mong the Mob. Men of better Senfe were
guided by Affestion; and as to the Leaders of
this Party, it’s probable, that Intereft was their
fole Motive, and that they atted more contra-
ry to their private Sentiments, than the Lea-
ders of the oppofite Party.

SomE, who will not venture to affert, that
the real Difference betwixt Whig and Tory was
lott




The PARTIES of GREAT-BRITAIN. 137

loft at the Revolution, feem inclin’d to think,
that.the Difference is now abolifh’d, and that
Affairs are fo far return’d to their natural
State, that there are at prefent no other Par-
ties amongft us but Cours and Country; that
is,” Men, who by Intereft or Principle are at-
tach’d either to Monarchy or to Liberty. It
muft, indeed, be confeft, ‘that the Tory Party
has, of late, decay’d much in their Numbers;
ftill more in their Zeal; and I may venture
to fay, ftill more in their Credit and Autho-
rity. There is no Man of Knowledge or
Learning, who wou’d not be atham'd to be
thought of that Party ; and in almoft all Com-
panies the Name of OLp WHiG is mention’d
as an unconteftable Appellation of Honour
and Dignity. Accordingly, the Enemies of
‘the Miniftry, as a Reproach, call the Court-
ers, the true Tories; and as an Honour, de-
nominate the Gentdemen in the Oppofition the
wrue Whigs. The Tories have been fo long o-
blig’d to talk in the Republican Stile, that they
fcem to have made Converts of themfelves by
their Hypocrify, and to have embrac’d the
Sentiments, as well as Language of their Ad-
verfaries. There are, however, very confi.
derable Remains of thac Party in England,

S with
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with 3l] their old Prejudices; and @ demeon-
ftrative Proof, that Cowrt and €ountry are
nat our only Parties, is, that glmoft all the
Diflengers fide with the Court, and the lower
Clergy, ar leaft, of the Church of Egglgnd,
with the Qppafition.

IsHarL conglude this Subje@ with obfer.
ving, thag we ncver had any Torigs in Seot-
land, according to the proper Signification
of the Word, and that the Divifion of Parties
in this Couniry was really ipto Whigs and Ja-
cpbites. A Fqcobite feems 19 be 3 Tory, who
has no chard to the Conftitutiop, but is ei-
ther a zealoys Partizan of abfolute Monarchy,
or ac leaft willipg to facrifice opr Liberties to
the obrgining ;hc Succeflion in that Family,
to which he is atach’d.  The Reafon of the -
Difference betwixe Esgland and Septland 1
take to be this. Our political and qur religi-
ous Divifions in thjs Country, have been,
fince the Revolution, regularly co:rcfpondcnt
to each other, The Presbyterians were all
Whigs without Exception: The Epifcopalians,
of the oppofite Party. And as the Clergy
of the latter Sc@ were turn'd out of their
Churches at the Revolation, they had no Mo~

tive
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tive to make any Compliances with the Go-
vernment in their Oaths or Forms of Prayer,
but openly avow’d the higheft Principles of
their Party ; which is the Caufe, why their
Followers have been more bare-fac’d and vio-
lenc than their Brethren of the Tory Party in
England. As violent Things have not com-
monly fo long a Duration as moderate, we
altually find, that the Facobite Party is almoft
entirely vanifh’d from among us, and that the
Diftinttion of Court and Country, which is
but creeping in at London, is the only one
that is ever mention’d in this Kingdom. Be-
fide the Violence and Opennefs of the Faco-
bite Party, another Reafon has, perhaps, con-
tributed to produce fo fudden and fo vifible
an Alteration in ‘this Part of Britain. There
are only two Ranks of Men among us;
Gentlemen, who have fome Fortune and Edu-
cation, and the meaneft flaving Poor; with-
out any confiderable Number of that iddling
Rank of Men, which abounds more in Eng-
lard, both in Cities and in the Country, than
in any other Part of the World. The flaving
Poor are incapable of any Principles: Gentle-
men may be converted to true Principles, by
Time and Expericnce: The middling Rank of

Men
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Men have Curiofity and Knowledge enough
to form Principles, but not enough to form
true Ones, or corre@ any Prejudices that
they ay have imbib’d: And ’ts among the
middling Rank of People, that Tory Princi-
ples do at prefent prevail moft in England.

ESSAY
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ESSAY XIL

Of SurERsTITION and Ex-

THUSIASM.

H AT the Corruption of the beft Things

produces the worf, is grown into 2

Maxim, and is verify’d, among other
Inftances, by the pernicious Effeéts of Super-
Jtition and Enthufiafm, the Corruptions of
true Religion.

, " THESE two Species of falfe Religion, tho’

both pernicious, yet are of a very different,
and even of a contrary Nature. The Mind of
Man is fubje& to certain unaccountable Ter-
rors and Apprehenfions, proceeding either
from the unhappy Situation of private or pu-
blic Affairs, from ill Health, from a gloomy
and melancholy Difpofition, or from the Con-
currence of all thefc Circumftances. In fuch

a State
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a Stte of Mind, infinite unknown Evils are
dreaded from unknown Agents; and where
real Obje@s of Terror are wanting, the Soul,
adtive to its own Prejudice, and foftering its
predominant Inclination, finds imaginary
Ones, to whofe Power and Malevolence it
fets no Limits. As thefe Enemies are invifi-
ble and unknown, the Mcthods taken to ap-
peafe them are as unaccountable, and conlift
in Ceremonies, Obfervances, Mortifications,
Sacrifices, Prefents, or in any Pra&ice, how-
ever abfurd and frivolous, which éittier Folly
or Knavery recomrhends to 2 blind and terri-
fy'd Credulity. Weaknéfs, Fedr, Melancholy,
along with Ignorince, are, thérefore, the
true Sources of SUPERsSTITION.

Burt the Mind of Man is alfo fubje& to
an unaccountable Elevation and Prefumption,
proceeding from profperous Succefs, from
luxuriant Health, from ftrong Spirits, and
from a bold and confident Difpofition. In
fuch a State of Mind, the Imagination fwells
with great, but confus’d Conceptions, to
which no fublunary Beauties or Enjoyments
can correfpond. Every Thing mortal and
perifhable vanithes as unworthy of Attention.

And




Of SUPERSTITION 4nd ENTHUSIASM 143

And 3 full Range is given to the Fancy in the
ipvifible Regions or ‘World of Spirits, where
the Saul is at Liberty ta indulge itfelf in every
Imagination, that may beft fuit its prefent
Tafte and Difpofition. Hence arife Raptures,
Tranfports, and furprizing Flights of Fancy;
and Confidence gnd Prcfumpuqn ftill ingrea-
fing, thefe Raptyres, being altogether unac-
countable, and feeming quite beyond the
Reach of our ordinary Faculties, are atriby-
ted to the immedigse Infpirasion of that Di-
vine Being, who is the Obje& of Devotion.
In a lirtle Time, the infpird Perfan comes ta

regard himfelf 3s the chief Favourite of the -

Divinity; apd when this Frenzy ance takes
Place, which is the Summit of Epthufiafm,
every Whim(y is copfecraed: Hyman Rea-
fon, and gyep Morality are rejedted as falla-
cious Guides: And the fanatic Madman deli-
vers himfelf over, blindly and without Re-
ferve, 1o the fuppos’d Ilapfes of she Spirit,
and to Infpiratjons from above. Hope, Pride,
Prefumpuqn, warm Imagination along with
Ignorance, are, therefore, the trye Saurces
of ENTHUSIASM, '

TuEse

e g T E
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T HE sE two Species of falfe Religion mighe
afford Occafion to many Speculations 5 but I.
fhall confine my felf at prefent to a fow Re-
fle@ions concerning their different Influence
on Government and Society.

Mr firftRefle&ion is, thatReligions, which
partake of Enthufiafm are, on their firft Rife,
much more furious and violent than thefe
which partake of Superftition ; but in a litde
Timebecome much more gentle and moderate.
The violence of this Species of Religion, when
excited by Novelty, and animated by Oppofi-
tion, appears from numberlefs Inftances ; of
the Anabaptifts in Germany, the Camifars in
France, the Levellers and other Fanatics in
England, and the Covenanters in Scotland.
As Enthufiafm is founded on ftrong Spirits,
and a prefumptuous Boldnefs of Chara&er, it
naturally begets the moft extreme Refolutions;
efpecially after it rifes to that Height as to in-
fpire the deluded Fanatics with the Opinion
of Divine Illuminations, and with a Contempt
of the common Rules of Rcafon, Morality and
Prudence.

A Tis

- s . —— e . oL
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*T1s thus Enthufialm produces the moft cruel
Defolation in human Society : But its Fury is
like that of Thunder and Tempeft, which ex-
hauft themfelves in a licle Time, and leave
the Air more calm and ferene than before.

"The Reafon of this will appear evidently by
comparing Enthufiafm to Superftition, the o-

ther Species of falfe Religion; and tracing the

natural Confequences of each. As Superfti-

"tion is founded on Fear, Sorrow, and a Depref-
fion of Spirits, it reprefents the Perfon.to him-

felf in fuch defpicable Colours, that he appears

unworthy in his own Eyes of approaching the

Divine Prefence, and naturally has Recourfe

to any other Perfon, whofe San&ity of Life,

_or, perhaps, Impudence and Cunning, have
made him be fuppofed to be more favoured

by the Divinity. To him they entruft their

Devotions: To his Care they recommend their

Prayers, Petitions, and Sacrifices : And by his

Means hope to render their Addrefles accep-

table to their incenfed Deity. Hence the O-

rigin of * Pr1EsTs, whomay juftly be regarded

T as

* By Priefis, 1 underftand only the l’reundeys to
Power and Dominion, and to a fuperior Sandlity of

Chara@ter, diftin& from- Virtue and good Morals.
- Thefe
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as proceeding from one of the grofleft Inven.
tions of a tmorous and abje& Superftition,
which, eyer diffident of itfelf, dares not offer
up its own Devotions, but ignorandy thinks to
recommend itfelf to the Divinity by the Medi-
ation of his fuppofed Friends and Servants.
As Superftition is a confiderable Ingredient of
almoft all Religions, even the moft fanatcal ;
there being nothing but Philofophy able to
conquer entirely thefe unaccountable Terrors;
hence it proceeds, that in almoft every Se&
of Religion there are Priefts to be found : But
the ftronger Mixture there is of Superftition,
the higher is the Authority of the Priefthood.
Modern Judaifm and Popery, efpecially the
latter, being the moft barbarous and abfurd
Superttitions, that have yet been known in the
World, are the moft enflav’d Ly their Priefts.
As the Church of England has a firong Mix-
ture of Popifh Superftition, it partakes alfo,
in its original Conftitution, of a Propenfity to
Prieftly Power and Dominion; particularly in

the

Thefe are very different from Clergymen, who are fet
apart to the Care of facred Matters, and the Conduét-
ing our public Devotions with greater Decency and
Order. Thereisno Rank of Men more to be rofpected
than ahe lacter, ’
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the Refped it exalls to the Prieft. 'And tho’,
according to the Sentiments of that Church,
the Prayers of the Prieft muft be accompanied
with thofe of the Laity ; yet is he the Mouth

" of the Congregation, his Perfon is facred, and

without his Prefence few wou’d think their
public Devotions, or the Sacraments and o-
ther Rites, acceptable to the Divinity.

 ON the other hand, it may be obferved,
that all Enthufiafts have been free from the
Yoke of Ecclefiaftics, and have expreft a great
Independence in their Devotion ;- with a Con-
tempt of Forms, Traditions and Authorities.
The Quakers are the moft egregious, tho’ at
the fame Time the moft innocent, Enthufiafts
that have been yet known; and are, perhaps,
the only Se&, that have never admitted Priefts
amongft them : The Independents, of all the
Englifh Se&aries, approach neareft to the Qua-
kers in Fanaticifm, and in their Freedom from
Prieftly Bondage. The Presbyterians follow
after, at an equal Diftance in both thefe Parti-
culars, In fhort, this Obfervation is founded
on the moft certain Experience; and will alfo
appear to be founded on Reafon, if we confi-

der that. as Enthufiafm arifcs from a prefump-
tuous



48 ESSAY XIL
tuous Pride and Confidence, it thinks idfelf

fufficiéndy qualified to approach the Divinicy,
without any human Mediator. Its rapturous

Devotions are fo fervent, that it even ima-

gines itlelf aftually to approach him, by the
Way of Contemplation and inward Converfe;
which makes it négle& all thofe outward Ce-
remonies and Obférvances, to which the Af-
fiftance of the Prieft appears fo requifite in
the Eyes of their fuperftitious Votaries. The
Fanatic confecrates himfelf, and beftows on
his own Perfon a facred Charaé&ter, much fu-
perior to what Forms and Ceremonious Inftis
- dons can confer on dfiy other.

>I'1 s therefore an infallible Rule, thae Sus

" perftition i§ favourable to Prieftly Power, and
Enthufiafin as much, or rather more, contrary
to it than found Reafon and Philofophy. The
Confequences arc evident. When the firft
Fire of Enthufiafm is {pent; Men haturally,
in fuch fanatical Se&s, fink irito the gredteft
Remifsnefs and Coolnefs in Sacred Matters;
there being no Body of Men amongft them,
endow’d with fufficient Authority, whofe In-
~ tereft is concern’d to fupport the religious
Spirit. Superftition, on the contraty, fteals
mn

a——— .
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in gradually and infenfibly ; rendexs Men tame
and fubmiffive; is acceptable to the Magi.
firate, and feems inoffenfive to the People:
Till at laft the Prieft, having firmly eftablith’d
his Authority, becomes the Tyrant and Di.
fturber of human Society, by his endlefs Con-
tentions, Perfecutions, and religious Wars.
. How f{moothly did the Romifh Church ad-
vance in their Acquifition of Power ? But in«
to whar difmal Convulfions did they throw
all Exrope, in order to mainwin it? On the
other Hand, our Se&aries, who were former.
iy duch dangerous Bigets, ate now become
our greateft Free-thinkers ; and the Quakers
are, perhaps, the only regular Body of Deiffs
in the Univerfe, except the Literati or Difci
ples of Confucius in China.

My fecond Obfervation, with regard ro
thet Species of falfe Religion, is, That Sus
perftition is an Enemy to Civil Liberty, and
Enthufiafm a Friend to it. As Supetftition
groans under the Dominion of the Priefts,
and Enthufiafm is an Enemy to all Ecclefiaftis
cal Power, this fufficiently accounts for the

- prefent Obfervation. Not to mention, that
Enthufialin, being the Infirmity of bold and’
ambi-



150 ESSAY XIL

ambitious Tempers, is naturally accompanied
with a Spirit of Liberty; as Superftition, on
the contrary, renders Men tame and abjedt,
and fits them for Slavery. We learn fromthe
Englifb Hiftory, that, during the Civil Wars,
the Independents and Deifis, tho’ the moft op-
pofite in their religious Principles;. yet were
united in their political Ones, and were alike
paffionate for a Commonwealth. And fince
the Origin of Whig and Tory, the Leaders of
the ¥Vhigs have either been Deiffs or profeft
Latudinarians in their Principles; thac is,
Friends to Toleration, and indifferent to any
particular Se@ of Chriftians: While the Sec-
taries, who have all a firong Tin&ure of En-
thufiafm, have always, without Excéption,
concurr’d with that Party, in the Defence of
Civil Liberty. The Refemblance in their Su-
perflitions long united the High-Church Tories
and the Roman Catholics, in the Support of
Prerogative and Kingly Power; tho’ Experi-
ence of the tolerating Spirit of the VVhigs
feems of late to have reconcil’d the Gatholics
to that Party,

THE Molinifts and Fanfenifts in France Bave.
a Thoufand unintelligible Difputes, whichare
not
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not worthy the Attention of 2 Man of Senfe:
But what principally diftinguithes thefe two
Seéts, and alone merits our Attention, is the
different Spirit of their Religion. The Moli-
nifls, condu&ed by the Fefuites, are great
Friends to Superftition, rigid Obfervers of
external Forms and Ceremonies, and devoted
to the Authority of the Priefts, and to Tradi-
tion. The Fanfenifts are Enchufiafts, and zea-
lous Promoters of the paffionate Devotion,
and of the inward Life; litdle influenc’d by
Authority; and in 2 Word, but Half Catho-
lics. The Confequences are exaétly conform-
able to the foregoing Reafoning. The Jefu-
ites are the Tyrants and the Slaves of the
Court: And the Fanfenifts preferve alive the -
fmall Sparks of the Love of Liberty, which
are to be found in the Frezch Nation.

ESSAY
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"ESSAY XIIL
| | OfAVARICE.

2 IS eafy to obferve, That Comic Wri-
I ters exaggerate every Character,
and draw their Fop or Coward,

with ftronger Features than are a-

ny where to be met with in Nature. This
moral kind of Painting for the Stage has been
often compar’d to the Painting for Cupolas
and Ceilings, where the Colours are over.
charg’d, and every Part is drawn cxceflively
large, and beyond Nature. The Figures fecm
monftrous and difproportion’d, when feen too
nigh ; but become natural and regular, when
fet at a Diftance, and placed in that Point of
View,. in which they are intended to be fur-
vey’'d. After the.'fame manner, when Cha-
raéters are exhibited in theatrical Reprefenta-
tions, the Want of Reality fets the Perfonages

at a Diftance from us; and rendering them
u more
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more cold and unentertaining, makes it ne-
ceflary to compenfate, by the Force of Colour-

ing, what they want in Subftance. Thus, we

find in common Life, That when a Man once

allows himfelf to depart from Truth in his
Narrations, he never can keep within the

Bounds of Probability ; but adds ftill fome

new Circumftance to render his Stories more:
marvellous, and fatisfy his Imagination. Two

Men in Buckram Suits became eleven to Sir

SFobn Falfiaff before the End of his Story.

THERE is only one Vice, which may be
found in Life with as ftrong Features, and as
high a Colouring, as need be employ’d by a-
ny Satyrift or Comic Poet; and that is Avas
Rice. Every Day we mect with Men of im-
menfe Fortunes, without Heirs, and on the
very Brink of the Grave, who refufe them-
felves the moft common Neceflaries of Life, -
and go on heaping Poffeflions on Poffeffions,
under all the real Preflures of the fevereft Po-
verty. An old Ufurer, fays the Story, lying
in his laft Agonies, was prefented by the
Prieft with the Crucifix to worfhip. He o-
pens his Eyes a Moment before he expires,
confiders the Crucifix, and cries, Thefe Fewels

‘ are
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are not true 3 Ican only lend ten Piffoles upon
fuch a Pledge. This was probably the Inven-
tion of fome Epigrammatift ; and yet every
one, from his own Experience, may be able
to recolle& almoft as ftrong Inftances of Per-
feverance in Avarice. *Tis commonly repor-
ted of 2 famous Mifer in this City, -that find-

-ing himfelf near Death, he fent for fome of
the Magiftrates, and gave them a Bill of an
hundred Pounds, payable after his Deceafe 5
which Sum he intended fhould be difpofed of
in charitable Ufes 3 but fcarce were they gone,
when he orders them to be called back, and
offers them ready Money, if they would abate
five Pounds of the Sum. Another noted Mi-
fer in the North, intending to defraud his
Heirs, and leave his Fortune to the Building
an Hofpital, protra&ed the drawing of his
Will from Day to Day ; and ’tis thought,
that if thofe interefted in it had not paid for
the Drawing of it, he would have died in-
teftate. In fhort, none of the moft furious
Excefles of Love and Ambition are in any re«
fpe& to be compared to the Extremes of A-

varice.

THE
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T uE beft Excufe that can be made for A-
varice is, That it generally prevails in old
Men, or in Men of cold Tempers, where all
the other Affe&ions are extin& ; and the Mind
being incapable of remaining withour fome
Paffion or Purfuit, at laft finds out this mon-
ftrous unreafonable one, which fuits the Cold-
nefs and InaQivity of its Temper. At the fame
Time, it feems very extraordinary, that fo
frofty fpiritlefs a Paffion fhou’d be able to car-
ry us farther than all the Warmth of Youth
and Pleafure. Butif we look more narrowly
into the Marter, we fhall find, that this very
Circumftance renders the Explication of the
Cafe more cafy. When the Temper is warm,
and full of Vigour, it nawrally fhoots out
more Ways than one, and produces inferior
Paflions to counter-balance, in fome Degree,
its predominant Inclination. ’Tis impoffible
for a Perfon of that Temper, however bent
on any Purfuit, to be depriv’d of all Senfe of
Shame, or Regard to the Sentiments of Man.
kind. ~His Friends muft have fome Influence
over him: And other Confiderations are apt
to have their Weight. All this ferves to re-
ftrain him within fome Bounds. Bur tis no
Wonder the avaritious Man being, from the

Cold.
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Coldnefs of his Temper, without regard to
Reputation, to Friendfhip, or to Pleafure,
thou’d be carried fo far by his prevailing Ins
clination, and fhowd difplay his Paflion in
fuch furprizing Inftances.

AccorDpINGLY we find no Vice fo irres
claimable as Avarice: 1And tho’ there fcarcely
has been a Moralift or Philofopher, from the
Beginning of the World to this Day, who has
not levell’d a Stroke at it, we hardly find 2
fingle Inftance of any Perfon’s being curd of
it. For this Reafon, I am more apt to ap-
prove of thofe, swho atrack jt with Wit and
Humour, than of thofe who treat it in a fe-
rious Manner. There being fo little Hopes of
doing Good to the People infe&ed with this
Vice, I would have the reft of Mankind, at
leaft, diverted by our Manner of expofing it:
As indeed there is no Kind of Diverfion, of

which they feem fo willing to partake.

AmoNG the Fables of Monfienr de la Motte,
there is one levell'd againft Avarice, which
feems to me more natural and eafy, than moft
of the Fables of that ingenious Author. A

Mifer, fays he, being dead, and fairly inter.

-1ed,
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red, came to the Banks of the Styx, defiring
to be ferry’d over along with the other Ghofts.:
Charon demands his Fare, and is furpriz’d to
fee the Mifer, rather than pay it, throw him-
felf into the River, ‘and {fwim over to the o-
ther Side, notwithftanding all the Clamour
and Oppofition that cou’d be made to him.
All Hell was in an Uproar; and ecach of the
Judges was meditating fome Punithment, fui-
table to a Crime of fuch dangerous Confe-
"quence to the infernal Revenues. Shall he be
chain’d to the Rock along with Prometheus?
Or tremble below the Precipice in Company
with the Danaides 7 Oraffift Sifyphus in rolling
his Stone? No, fays Minos, None of thefe.
We muft invent fome feverer Punifhment.
Let him be fent back to the Earth, to fec the
Ufe his Heirs are making of his Riches.

I Ho & it will not be interpreted as a De-
fign of fetting myfelf in Oppofition to this fa-
mous Author, if I proceed to deliver a Fable
of my own, which is intended to expofe the
fame Vice of Avarice. The Hint of it was
taken from thefe Lines of Mr. Pope, -

Damn'd to the Mines, an equdl Fate betides
. The Slave that digs it, apd the Slave that hides.

Ovur

-~

- i — — "
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Our old Mother EarTH once laid an

Indi@ment againft AvARICE before the Courts

of Heaven, for her wicked and malicious
Counfel and Advice, in tempting, inducing,
perfwading, and traiteroufly feducing the Chil- -
dren of the Plaintff to commit the deteftable
Crime of Parricide upon her, and mangling her
Body, in ranfacking her very Bowels for hid- -
den Treafure.: The Indi&ment was verylong
and verBofe; but we muft omit a great Part
of the Repetitions and Synonimous Terms.
Nor to tire our Reader too much with our
Tale; Awarice, being call’d before Fupiter,
to anfwer to this Charge, had not much to
fay in her own Defence. The Injury was
clearly prov’d upon her. The Fa&, indeed,
was notorious, and the Injury had been fre-
quently repeated. When therefore the Plain.
uff demanded Juftice, Fupiter very readily
gaye Sentence in her Favour; and his Decree
was to this Purpofe, That fince Dame Ava-
rice, the Defendant, had thus grievoufly in-
jur’d Dame Earth, the Plaindiff, he was here-
by order’d to take that Treafure, of which
the had felonioufly robb’d the faid Plaintift,
by ranfacking her Bofom, and in the fame
Manner, as before, opening her Bofom, re-
ftore
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ftore it back to her, without Diminution or
Retendon. From ithis Sentence, it fhall fol-
low, fays Fupiter to the By-ftanders, That in
all future Ages, the Retainers of Avarice thall
bury and conceal their Riches, and thercby
reftore to the Earth what they took from
her.

»
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ESSAY XIV.

Of the DicN1iTY of HUMAN

NATURE.

=t HERE are ¢ertain SeQs, which fe-

I cretly form themftlves in the lear-
ned World, as well as in the poli-

ucil; and tho’ fometimes they come ROt toan
open Rupture, yet they give a differem Turn
to the Ways of thinking of thofe who have
taken Party on either Side. The moft remark-
able of this Kind are the Seds, that are found-
cd on the different Sentiments, with regard
w0 the Digaity of human Natsre; which is a
Point, that feems to have divided Philofophers
and Poets, as well as Divines, from the Be-
ginning, of the World to this Day. Somec ex-
ale our Species to the Skies, and reprefent
Man as a Kind of human Demi-God, that de-
zives his Origin from Heaven, and retains e-
X vxdcnl:



162 ESSAY XIV.

vident Marks of his Lineage and Defcent. O-
thers infift upon the blind Sides of human Na-
ture, and can difcover nothing, except Vani-
ty, in which Man furpaffes the other Animals,
whom he affe@s fo much to defpife. If an
Author poffefles the Talent of Rhetoric, and
Declamation, he commonly takes Party with
the former : If his Turn lies towards Irony
and Ridicule, he naturally throws himfelf into
the other Extreme.

I am far from thinking, thatall thofe, who
have depreciated Human Nature, have been
Enemies to Virtue, and have expofed the Frail-
ties of their Fellow-Creatures with any bad
Intention. On the contrary, Iam fenfible,
that a very delicate Senfe of Virtue, efpecially
when attended with fomewhat of the Mifan-
thrope, is apt to give a Man a Difguft of the
World, and to make him confider the com-
mon Courfe of Human Affairs with too much
Spleen and Indignation. I muft, however,
be of Opinion, that the Sentiments of thofe,
who are inclined to think favourably of Man-
kind, are much more advantageous to Virtue,
than the contrary Principles, which give us a
mean Opinion of our Nature. When a Man

. is
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is poffefs’d of a high Notion of his Rank and
Chara@er in the Creation, he will naturally
endeavour to a& up to it, and will fcorn to
do a bafe or vicious A&ion, which might fink
him below that Figure, which he makes in
his own Imagination. Accordingly we find,
That all our polite and fafhionable Moralifts in-
fift upon this Topic, and endeavour to repre-
fent Vice as unworthy of Man, as well as o-
dious in itfelf.

W oMEN are generally much more flarter’d
in their Youth than Men ; which may proceed
from this Reafon, among others, that their
chief Point of Honour is confider’d as much
more difficult than ours, and requires to be
fupported by all that decent Pride, which can
be inftill’d into them.

"W e find very few Difputes, that are not
founded on fome Ambiguity in the Expreflion ;
and I am perfwaded, that the prefent Difpute
concerning the Dignity of Human Nature is
not more exempt from it than any other. Tt
may, therefore, be worth while to confider,
what is real, and what is only verbal, in this
Coantroverfy. '

THAT
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THAaT there is a natural Difference betwixe
Merit and Demerit, Virtue and Vice, Wifdom
and Folly, no reafonable Man will deny: But
yet ’tis evidént, that in affirming the Term,
which’ denotes either our Approbatien or
Bhlame, we are commonly more influenced by
Comparifon than by any fixt unalerable San-
dard in the Nature of Things. In like man-
ner, Quantity, and Extenfion, and Bulk, are
by every one acknowledg’d to be real ‘Fhings :
But when we call any Animal great or listle,
we always form a fecret Comparifon berwixe
that Animal and others of the fame Species;
and ’ds that Comparifon which regulates our
Judgment concerning its Greatnefs. A Pog:
and a Horfe may be of the very fame Size,
while the one is admir’d for the Greatnefs of
its Bulk, and the other for the Smallnefs. When
I am prefent, therefore, at any Difpute, I al-
ways confider with myfelf, whether oz nos itbe
a Queftion merely of Comparifon, thas. is the.
Subje& of the Difpute ; and if it be, whether
the Difputants compare the fame Objeés toge--
ther, or talk of Things, that are widely diffe-
rent. As this is commonly the Cafe, I have
long fince learng to ncgle@ fuch Difputes as

manifcft
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manifeft Abufes of Leifure, the moft valuable
Prefent that cou’d be made to Mortals,

In forming our Notions of Human Nature,
we are very apt to make a Comparifon be-
twixt Men and Animals, which are she only.
Creatures endowed with Thoughs that fall
under our Senfes. Ceruainly this Comparifon
is very favourable to Mankind. On the one
hand we fee a Creature, whofe Thoughts are
not limited by any narrow Bounds cither of
Place or Time 5 who earries his Refearches into
the mott diftant Regions of this Globe, and be-
yond this Globe, to the Planess and Heavenly
Bodies 3 looks backward to confider the firft O=
rigin of Human Race ; cafts his Eyes forward to
fee the Influence of his A&ions upon Pofterity,
and the Judgments, that will be form’d of his
Chara&er a thoufand Years hence. A Crea-
ture, that traces Caufes and Effe@ts to a grear
Length and Intricacy ; extraéts general Prin-
ciples from particular Appearances; improves
upon his Difcoveries ; corre&s his Miftakes;
and makes his very Errors profitable. On the
other hand, we are prefented with a Creature -
the very reverfe of this; limited in its Obfer-
vations and Recafonings to a few fenfible Ob-

jeéts

'
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je&s that furround it; without Curiofity,
without Forefight ; blindly condu@ed by In-
ftin&, and arriving in a very (hort Time at its
utmoft Perfe@ion, beyond which it is never
able to advance a fingle Step. What 2 wide
Difference is there betwixt thefe Creatures !
And how exalted a2 Notion muft we entertain
of the former, in Comparifon of the latter!

THERE are two Mcans commonly employ’d
to deftroy. this Conclufion: Firf#f, By making
" an unfair Repreféntation of the Cafe, and in-
fitting only upon the Weaknefles of Human
Nature. And fecondly, By forming a new and
fecret Comparifon betwixt Man and Beings of
the moft perfe@ Wifdom. Among the other
Excellencies of Man, there is this remarkable,
that he can form a Notion of Perfe&ions much
beyond what he has Experience of in himfelf;.
and is not limited in his Conception of Wif*
dom and Virtue. He can eafily exalt his No-
tions, and conceive a Degree of Wifdom,
which, when compar’d to his own, will make
the latter appear very contemptible, and will
caufe the Diffcrence betwixt that and the Sa-
gacity of Animals, in a manner, to difappecar
andvanith. Now this being a Point, in which
all
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all the World is agreed, that Human Under-
ftanding falls infinitely fhort of perfe& Wif~
dom, ’ds proper we fhould know when this
Comparifon takes Place, that we may not dif-
pute where there is no real Difference in our
Sentiments.. Man falls much more fhort of
perfe& Wifdom, and even of his own Ideas
of perfe® Wifdom, than Animals do of Man}
but yet the latter Difference is fo confide-
rable, that nothing but a Comparifon with
the former, can make it appear of litde Mo-
ment,

Trs allo very ufual to compare one Man
~ with another; and finding very few, that we
can call wife or virtuous, we are apt to enter-
tain a contemptible Notion of our Species in
general.  That we may be fenfible of the Fal-
lacy of this Way of Reafoning, we may ob-
ferve, that the Honourable Appellations of
wife and virtuous, are not annex’d to any par-
ticular Degree of thofe Qualities of Wifdom
and Virtue; but arife altogether from the
Comparifon we make betwixe one Man and
another. When we find 2 Man, who arrives
at fuch a Pitch of Wifdom as is very uncom-
mon, we pronounce him a wife Man: Sothat

to
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to fay, there are few wife Men inthe World,
is really to fay nothing; fince ’ts only by
their Scarcity that they merit thac Appellad.-
on. Were the loweft of our Spccxcs as wife
as Tully, or my Lord Becon, we *fhould fill
have Reafon to fay, that there are few wife
Men. For in that Cafe we fhould exalt our
Notions of Wifdom, and wou’d not pay a
fingular Honour to any one, that was notfins
gularly diftinguifh’d by his Talents. In like
Manner, I have heard it obferv’d by thought-
lefs People, that there are few Women pof-
feft of Beauty, in Comparifon of thofe who
want it; not confidering, that we beftow the
Epithet of Beastiful only on fuch as poflefs 2
Degree of Beauty, that is commen to them
with a few. The fame Degree of Beauty in
a Woman is cal’d Deformity, which is trea-
ted as real Beauty in one of our Sex.

As 7is ufual, in forming a Notion of eur
Species, o compare it with the other Species
above or below it, or to compare the Indivi-
duals of the Species among themfelves; fo we
often compare together the different Motives
or a&uating Principles of Human Nature, in
order to regulate our Judgment concerning

it

..
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it. - And indeed, this is the only Kind of
Comparifon, that is worth our Attention, or
decides any Thing in the prefent Queftion.
Were the felfith and vicious Principles of Hu-
man Nature fo much predominant above the
Social and Virtuous, as is afferted by fome
Philofophers, we ought undoubtedly to enter-
tain a contemptible Notion of Human Na-
turc. I may, perhaps, treat more fully of
this Subje& in fome future Speculaton. In
the mean Time, I fhall obferve, what has
been prov’d beyond Queftion by feveral great
Moralifts of the prefent Age, that the focial
Paffions are by far the moft powerful of any,
and that even all the other Paffions receive
their Force and Influence from them. Who-
ever defires to fee this Queftion treated ac
large, with the greateft Force of ‘Argument:
and Eloquénce, may confult my Lord Shafts-
&ury’s Enquiry concemmg Vu'tuc. '

In my Opinion, there are two Things,
which have led aftray thofe Philofophets, that
have infifted fo much on the Selfithnefs of
Man. In the Firff Place, they found, that e-
very A& of Virtue or Friendfhip was attended -
with a fecret Pleafure : From whence they

ey © cons
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concluded, that Friendfhip and Virtue eould.
not be difinterefted. But the Fallacy of thig

is obvious. The virruous Sentiment or Paf
flon produces the Pleafure, and does not arife
from it. I feel a Pleafure in doing good to
my Friend, becaufe I love him; but do not
love him for the fake of that Pleafure.

1IN the f2cond Place, it has always been found,
that virtuous Men are far from being indiffe.
rent to Praife ; and therefore they have been
reprefented as a Set of vain-glorious Men, thar
_ had nothing in View but the Applaufes of o.
thers.  But this alfo is a Fallacy. °Tis very
unjuft in the World, when they find any
Tin&ure of Vanity in a Jaudable A&ion, to
depreciate it upon that Account, or afcribe it
entircly to that Motive. - The Cafe is not the
fame with Vanity, as with other Paffions.
Where Avirice or Revenge enters into any
feemingly virtuous A&jon, ’tis difficult for us
to determinc how far it enters, and ’tis natu-
ral to fuppafe it the fale altuating Principle,
But Vanity is fo nearly ally’d to Virtue, and
to love the Fame of virtuous Adions approaches
fo near the Love of virtuous A&ions for their
own fake, that thefc Paffions are more capa;

ble

—
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ble of Mixture®than any other kinds of Paf-
fion ; and ’tis almoft impoflible to have the
latter without fome Degree of the former.
Accordingly we find, that this Paffion for
Glory is always warp’d and varied according
to the particular Tafte or Sentiment of the
Mind on which it falls. Nero had the fame
Vanity in driving a Chatiot, that Trajen had
fo governing the Empire with Juftice and A-
bilicy. To love the Glory of virtuous A&i-
ons is a {ure Proof of the Love of virtuous
Adions. .

ESSAY
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"ESSAY XV.
Of LiserTY: and DEsroTisM.

g— HOSE who employ their Pens on

I political Subje&s, free from Party-

. " Rage, and Party-Prejudices, culti-
vate a Science, whlch of all others, contri-
butes moft both to pubhc Utility, and to the
private Sadsfaétion of thofe who addi& them. -
felves to the Study of it. Iam apt, however,

_ to entertain a Sufpicion, that the World is ftill
too young to fix any general ftable Truths in
Politics, which will remain true to the lateft
Pofterity. We have not as yer had Experi.
ence of above three thoufand Years 5 fo that
not only the Art of Reafoning is ftill defective
in this Science, as well asin all others, but
we even want fufficient Materials, upon which
we can reafon. “Tis not fufficiently known,
what Degrees of Refinement, cither in Vircue
or
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or Vice, human Nature is fufceptible of; nor
what may be expe@ed of Mankind from any
great Revoludion in their Education, Cuftoris,
or Principles. . Machiavel was certainly a great
Genius ; but having confin’d his Study to
the furious Tyranny. of anrient Sovereigns,
or the little diforderly Principalities of Ira-
ly, his'Reafonings, efpecially upon Monar-
chical Government, have been found ex-
remely defe@ive; and there fcarce is any
Maxim in his Prisce, which fubfequent Expe-
rience has not entirely refuted. A weak So-
wereign, {ays he, is incapable of receiving good
Counfel s for if he confult with feveral, he will,
not be able 1o choofe among their different Coun-
fels. If he abandon him[elf to one, that Mi-
nifier may, perhaps, have Capacity 5 but he
will not be long & Miniffer : He will be fure
to difpoffefs his Mafter, and place bim[elf and
khis own Family upon the Throne. - 1 mention
this, among innumerable Inftances, of the Er-
rors of that Politician, proceeding from his
having liv’d in too carly an Age of the World,
to be a good Judge of political Truth. Al-
motft all the Princes of Europe are at prefent go-
verned by their Minifters, and bave been fo
for near two Centuries; and yet no {fuch Event

has
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has ever happend, or can poffibly happen.
Sejanus might proje& the dethroning the Cs-
fars 3 but Fleury, though ever fo vicious,
could not, while in his Senfes, entertain the
leaft Hopes of difpofleffing the Bourbons..
TRrRADE was never cftcem’d an’ Affair of
State, ’tll within this laft Century 5 nor is
there any antient Writer on Politics, who has
made mention of it. Even the Italians have
kept a profound Silence with regard to it ;
though it has now excited the chief Awention,
as well of Minifters of State, as of fpecula-
tive Reafoners. The great Opulence, Gran-
deur, and military Aichievements of the twoy
Maritime Powers, feem firft to have inftrued
Mankind in the vaft Importance of an exten-
five Commerce. :

HaviNG, therefore, intended in this Effay .
to have made a full Comparifon of Liberty and
Defpotifm, and have fhown the Advantages
and Difadvantages of each, I began to entertain
a Sufpicion, that no Man in this Age was fuffi-
ciendy qualified for fuch an Undertaking, and
that whatever he fhould advance on that Head

would, in all Probability,” be refuted by fur-
; ther
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ther Experience, and be rejeGed by Pofterity.
Such mighty Revolutions have happened in
human Affairs, and fo many Events have arifen
contrary to the Expe&ation of the antients, as
are fufficient to beget the Sufpicion of ftill far-
ther Changcs.

Ir_had been obferv’d by the Antents, thae
all the Arts and Sciences arofe among free Na-
tions, and that the Perfians and Egyptians,
notwithftanding all their Eafe, Opulence and
Luxury, made but faint Efforts towards a Re-
lith in thofe finer Pleafures, which were car-
ried to fuch Perfe&ion by the Greeks, amidft
continual Wars, attended with Poverty, and
the greateft Simplicity of Life and Manntrs.
It had alfo been obferv’d, that as foon as the
Greeks loft their Liberty, tho’ they encreafed
mighdly in Riches, by Means of the Con-
quefls of Alexander; yet the Arts, from that
Moment, declin’d among them, and have ne-
ver fince been able to raife their Head in that
Climate. Learning was tranfplanted to Rome, "
the only free Nation at that Time in the Uni-
verfe; and having mer with fo favourable 2
Soil, it made prodigious Shoots for above #
Century; tll the Decay of Liberty produced

‘ ’ alfo
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alfo the Decay of Letters, and fpread a total
Barbarity over the World. . From thefe twe
Experiments, of which each :‘was doyble in iz
Kind, and fhow’d the Fall of Learning in De.
{potic Governments, as well as its Rife in po-
pular-Qnes, Lowginus thought himfelf fuffici-
endy juftified, in afferting, That the Arts and
Sciences ‘could never flourifl, but in a free
Government: And in this Opinion, he has
been followed 'by feveral eminent Writers *
in our own Country, who either confin’d
their View merely to antient Fa&s, or enter-
tain’d too great a Partiality in Favour of thac
Form of Govcrmnent, Wthh is eﬁabhfh’d at
mong& us.

Bur what would thefe Writers have faid,
<o the Inflance of modern Rome and Florence ;'
of which the former carried to Perfe@ion all
¢he finer Ans of Sculpture,” Painting and Mu- -
dic, as well as Poetry, tho’ they groan’d 'wn- -
der Slavery, and under the Slavery of Priefts:
While the latter never made any Efforts to-- -
wards the Arts and Sciences, till they began
to Jofe their: becr(y by the Ufurpations of the

Z ]"amnly

* Mr. dddifon, and my Lord Shafssbury.
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Family of the Medicis? Ariofto, Taffo, Gulhs
120, no more than Raphael, or Michael Angelo,
wete not born in Republics: And tho’ the
Lembard School was famous as.well as the
Roman, yet the Venetians have had the {mal
Jett Share in its Honours, and feem rather
inferior to the other Iralians, in their Genius
for the Sciences. Rubens eftablifh’d his.School
at Antwerp, not at Amflerdam. - Drefdem,

not Hamburg, is the Centre of Polirenefs in

Germany. ..

PRI . A IR .- : 1
, Bu T the moft eminent Inftance of the flou-
rithing of Learning in defpotic Gavernments,
is that of FR AN C E, which never enjoy’d any
Shadow of Liberty, and yet has carried the
Atts and ‘Sciences nearer Perfeion-than any
pther Nation of the Univerfe. The Eaglifb
are, perhaps, better Philofophers; the Irali-
ans better Painters and Muficians ; the Romans
were better Orators: But the Frenck are the
only ‘People, except the Greeks, who have
been: at once Philofophers, Poets, Orators;
Hiftorians; Painters, Archite&@s, - Sculptors
and Muficians. = With regard to the Stage,
they have far excell’'d the Greeks : And in com-
mon Life, have, .in a.great Meafure, perfec-

Lo : : - wd
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ted that Art, the moft ufeful and agrecable of
any, I'Art de Vivre, the Art of Socicty and
Converfation..

IF we confider the State of the Sciences
and polite Arts in our own Country, Horace’s
Obfervation, with regard to the Romans, may,
in a great Meafure, be applied to the Britifh.

—-—-Sed jn longum tamen Lvum
Manferunt, hodiegue manens veftigia ruris.

T e Elegance and Propriety of Stle have
been very much negle@ed among us. ‘We
have no Didionary of our Language, and
fearce a tolerable Grammar.  The firft palite
Profe we have, was wrote by a Man * who
is ftill alive. Asto Sprat, Temple and: Locke,
they knew too lirtle -of the Rules of Arg to
be eftcem’d clegant Writers. The Profe of
Bacon, Harrington and Milton, is altogether
fiff and pedantic; tho’ their Senfe be excel-
lent. Men, in this Country, have been fo
much occupied in the Grand Difputes of Reli-
gion, Politics and Philofophy, that they had

. PR na.
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no Relifh for the minute Oblcrvations of
Grammar and Criticifm.  And tho’ this Turn
of Thinking muft have confiderably inprov’d
our Senfe and Talent of Reafoning beyond
#vax of other Nations; yet it muft be confeft,
hat even in thefe Sciences, we have not any
Standard- , which we can wanfmit 1o Po«
fterity : And the utmoft we have to boaft ofy
are a few faint Efforts towards a more juft
Philofophy; - which, mdeed, pramife very
much; but havs not, as yer, reacl’d any De-
gree of PerfeQion.

-~ 11 has become an eftablifh’d Qpinion, That
. Commerce can never flourifh but in a free.Go~
- yernment; and this Opinipn. feems to have
‘been foundéd on 2 longer and, larger Experi-
- ence than.the foregaing, with Regard to the
Arts and Seiences. . If we trace Commerce in
. #s Progrefs .thro® Tyre, Athens, Syracufs,
. Garthage, Vewices Florence, .Genoa, Antwerp,
. Hollandy England, &¢. we fiall always find
= it to have fixt its Seavin free Governmencs.
- The three greatsft trading Towns niow ift the.

- Warld,. are London, Amfierdam, and Ham-

. bmrgh; all free Cities, and Proteftant Cities 3
_ tha is, enjoying a double Liberty. It muft,
... .however,
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however, be ebferv’d, that the greac Jealou(y
cntertam’d of late, with xegard to the Com-
merce of France, fcems to prove, that this
Maxun is no more certain and mfallxble, than
the foregoing, and that the Subjeds of abfo-
lute Princes may become our Rivals in Com-
imerce, as well as in Learning.

Dun st I deliver my Opinion in an Affair
of fo much Uncertainty, I would affert, That,
notwithtanding the Efforts of the Fremch,
there is fomcthung pernicious to Commcrcc
inherent in the very Nature of abfoluté Gos
vernment, and infeparable from it: Tho the
Reafon I would affign for this Opmnon, i
fomewhat different from that which is com.
monly unﬁﬁed on. anate Property feems
to me fully as fecure in a civiliz’d Exropean
Monarchy, asina chubhc, nor is any Dane
ger ever apprehended, in fuch a Government,
from the Violence of the Sovereign; no more
than we commonly apprehend Danger from
Thunder, or Earthquakés, or any Accident
the moft unufual and cxtraordmary. Ava-
 rice, the Spur of Induftry, is fo obftinate a
Paffion, and works its Way thro’ fo many -
xeal Dangc;s and Difficulties, that *tis not like-

ly
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ly it will be fcarr’d by an imaginary Danger,
which is fo fmall, that it fcarce admits of Cal-
culation. Commerce, therefore, in my Opi-
nion, is apt to decay in abfolute Govern-
ments, not becaufe it is there lefs fecure, but
becaufe it is lefs honourable. A Subordinau-
on of Ranks is abfolutely neceflary to the Sup-
port of Monarchy. Birth, Titles, and Place,
muft be honour’d above Induftry and Riches.
And while thefe Nodons prevail, all the con-
fiderable Traders will be tempted to throw
up their Commerce, in order to purchafe
fome of thefe Employments, to which Prm-
leges and Honours are annex’d

SiNcE I am upon this Head of the Alwcras
tions that Time has produc’d, or may pro-
duce in Politics, I muft obferve, That all
Kinds of Government, free and defpotic, feem
to have undergone, in modern Times, agreat
Change to the better, with regard both to fo-
reign and domeftic Management. The Ba-
lance of Power is a Secret in Politics known
only to the prefent Age; and I muft add,

Thae the internal Porick of the State has-alfo

receiv’d great Improvements within this laft
Ccntury We arcinform’d by Salluf, That
Cata-

. ——-

[T VY.

W e e et e . -



Of Liser iy and DEspoTIsM. -183
Cataline’s Army was much augmented by the
Acceflion of the Highway-men about Rome3
tho’ I believe, that all of that Profeffion, who
are at prefent difpers’d over Ewrope, would
not amount to a Regiment. In Cicero’s Plead-
ings for Milo, 1 find this Argument, among
.others, made Ufe of to prove, that his Client
had not affaflinated Clodius. Had Milo, fays
he, intended to have kill’d Clodius, he had
-not attack’d him in the Day-time, and at fuch
a Diftance from the City: He had Way-laid
him at Night, near the Suburbs, where it
‘might have been pretended, that he was kill'd
by Robbers; and the Frequency of the Acci-
dent would have favour’d the Deceic. This
is a furprizing Proof of the loofe Police of
Rome, and of the Number and Force of thefe
Robbers ; fince Clodius, as we learn from the
fame Oration, was at that Time attended with
Sixty Slaves, who were compleatly arm’d, and,
by the Roman Laws, anfwerable, upon their
own Lives, for the Life of their Mafter.

BurT tho’ all Kinds of Government bemuch
improv’d in modern Times, yet Monatchical
Government feems to have receiv'd the moft
_confiderable Improvements. It may now be

afirm’d
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afirm’d of civiliz’d Monarchies, what was
formerly faid in Praife of Republics alone,
thas they are a Government of, Laws, not of
Men. They aré found fufceptible of Order,
Method, and Conftancy, to a furprizing De-
gree.  Property is fecure; Induftry encou-
rag’d; the Arts flourifh; and the Pringce lives
fecure among his Subje@s, like a Father a.
,mong his Children. Ik muft; however, be
confeft, that tho’ Monarchical Governmenes
have approachd nearer to popular Ones, in
Gentlenefs and Stability ; yet they are fiill
much inferior. Our modern Educatioh and
Cuftoms inftil more Humanity and Modera-
tion than the antient; but have not as yet
been able to overcome entirely the Difadvan<s
tages of that Form of Government.,

Bu T here I muft beg leave to advance a Con-
jeGure, which feems to me very probable,
but which Pofterity alone can fully judge of.
Iam apt to think, that in Monarchical Go~
vernments there is a Source of Improvement,
and in' Popular Governments a Source of De-
generacy, which in Time will bring thefe Spe
cies of Government ftill nearer an Equality.
The greateft Abufes, which arife in France,

: the
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the moft perfe@ Model of pure Monarchy,
ptoceed not from the Number or Weight of
the Taxes, beyond what are to be met with
in free Couttries ; but from the Expenfive,
unequal, arbitrary, and intricate Method of
Jevying them, by which the Induftry of the
Poor, efpecially of the Peafants and Farmers,
is, in a great Mcafure, difcourag’d, and Agri-
culture render’d a beggarly and a flavith Em-
ployment. But to whofe Advantage do thefe
Abufes ferve? If to that of the Nobility, they
might be efteem’d inherent in that Form of

Government; fince the Nobility are the true
.Supports of Monarchy ; ‘and *tis natural their
Intereft thould be more confulted, in fuch a

Conftitution, than that of the People. But the
Nobility are, in reality, the principal Lofers
by this Oppreflion ; fince it ruins their Eftates,
and beggars their Tenants. The only Gainers
by it are the Finangiers, a Race of Men de-
fpifed and hated by the Nobility and the whole

"Kingdom. If a Prince or Minifter, therefore,
_fhould arife, endow’d with fufficient Difcern-

ment to know his own and the public Inte-
xeft, and of fufficient Force of Mind to break
thro’ antient Cuftoms, we may expe& to fee
thefe Abufes remedied ; in which Cafe, the

' Aa - Ditfe-
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Difference betwixt their abfolute Government
and our free one, would be more nominal
than real.

The Source of Degeneracy, that may be re-

mark'd in free Governments, confifts in the
Pradtice of contra&ing Debt, and mortaging
the public Revenues, by which, Taxes may,
jn Time, become altogether intolerable, and
all the Property of the State be brought into
the Hands of the Public. This Pradice is of
modern Date. The Athenians, though a Re-
public, paid Twenty per Ceat. for Money, as
we learn from Xenophon. Among the Mo-
derns, the Dusch firft introduced the Pra&tice
of borrowing great Sums at low Intereft, and
have well nigh ruined themfelves by it. Ab-
folute Princes have alfo contraéted Debr ; but
as an Abfolute Prince may play the Bankrupe
when he pleafes, his People can never be op-
preit by his Debts.  In popular Governments,
the People, and chiefly thofe who have the
higheft Offices, being always the public Cre-
ditors, ’tis impoffible the State cart ever make
ufe of this Remedy, which, however it may
be fometimes neceffary, is always cruel and
parbarous. This, therefore, fcems to be an
: Incany
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Inconvenience, that nearly threatens all free
Governments, efpecislly our own, at the pre-
fent Jun&ure of Affairs. And what a ftrong
Motive is this, to encreafe our Frugality. of the
public Money; left, for want of it we be re-
duced, by the Multiplicity of Taxes, to curfe
our free Government, and wifth ourfelves in
the fame State of Servitude with all the Na«
. tiops that furround us.

FINIS.
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