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TO THE

READER.

T

He Enfuing Letter concerning

Toleration , firft Printed in

Latin this very Year, in Hol-

land, bas already been Tranflated both in-

19 : Dutch and French So general and

Speedy an Approbation may therefore be-

Speak its favourable Reception in Eng-

land. I think indeed there is no Nation

under Heaven, in which fo much bas al-

ready been faid upon that Subject, as Ours.

But yet certainly there is no People that

Stand in more need of having fomething

further both faid and done amongst them,

in this Point, tham We do.

Our



To the Reader.

Our Government has not only been par-

tial in Matters ofReligion ; but thofe alfo

mbo bave fuffered under that Partiality,

and have therefore endeavoured by their

Writings to vindicate their own Rights

andLiberties, kave for the most part done

it upon narrow Principles, fuited only to

the Interests of their own Selts.

This narrowness of Spirit on all fides

bas undoubtedly been the principal Occafion

ofour MiferiesandConfufions. But what-

everhave been the Occafion, it is now high

time tofeekfor a thorow Cure. We have

need ofmore generous Remedies than what

have yet been made ufe of in our Diftem-

per. It is neither Declarations of Indul-

gence, nor Acts of Comprehenfion, ſuch

as have yet been practifed or projected

amongst us, that can do the Work. The

first will but palliate, the fecond encreaſe

our Evil.

Abfolute



To the Reader.

Abfolute Liberty, Just and True Liber-

ty, Equal and Impartial Liberty , is the

thing that we stand in need of. Now tho

this has indeed been much talked of, I doubt

it has not been much understood; I amfure

not at all practifed, either by our Gover-

nours towards the People in general, or by

any Diffenting Parties of the People to-

wards one another.

I cannot therefore but hope that this

Difcourfe, which treats of that Subječt,

however briefly, yet more exactly than any

we have yet feen, demonftrating boththe

Equitableness and Practicableness of the

thing, will be efteemed highly feafonable, by

all Men that have Souls large enough to

prefer the true Intereft of the Publick be-

fore that of a Party.

It is for the use offuch as are already

So fpirited, or to infpire that Spirit into

thofe that are not, that I have Tranſlated

it



To the Reader.

it into our Language. But the thing it

felfis fo fhort, that it will not bear a longer

Preface. I leave it therefore to the Con-

fideration of my Countrymen, and heartily

wish they may make the use of it that it

appears to be defigned for.

A Letter
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A

LETTER

CONCERNING

TOLERATION.

Honoured Sir,

ST

Ince you are pleafed to inquire what are my

Thoughts about the mutual Toleration of Chri-

ftians in their different Profeffions of Religion, I

muft needs anſwer you freely, That I efteem that

Toleration to be the chief Characteriſtical Mark of

the True Church. For whatſoever fome People boaſt of

the Antiquity of Places and Names, or of the Pomp of

their Outward Worship ; Others, of the Reformation of

their Difcipline ; All, of the Orthodoxy of their Faith ;

(for every oneis Orthodox to himſelf:) Thefe things, and

all others of this nature, are much rather Marks of Men

ftriving for Power and Empire over one another, than of

the Church of Chrift. Let any one have never fo true a

Claim to all theſe things, yet if he be deftitute of Charity,

Meeknefs, and Good-will in general towards all Mankind,

even to thofe that are not Chriftians, he is certainly yet

fhort of being a true Chriftian himself. The Kings of the Luk. 22.

Gentiles exercife Lordship over them, faid our Saviour to his 25.

Difciples, but ye shall not be fo. The Bufinefs of True Re-

B
ligion
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ligion is quite another thing. It is not inftituted in order

to the erecting of an external Pomp, nor to the obtaining

of Ecclefiaftical Dominion, nor to the exercifing of com-

Fulfive Force ; but to the regulating of Mens Lives ac-

cording to the Rules of Vertue and Picty. Whofoever

will lift himself under the Banner of Chrift , muft in the

first place, and above all things, make War upon his own

Lufts and Vices. It is in vain for any Man to ufurp the

Name of Chriftian, without Holiness of Life, Purity of

Manners, and Benignity and Meeknefs of Spirit. Let every

one that nameth the Name of Christ , depart from iniquity.

Thon, when thou art converted, ftrengthen thy Brethren, faid

our Lord to Peter. It would indeed be very hard for one

that appears carelefs about his own Salvation, to perfuade

me that he were extreamly concern'd for mine. For it is

impoffible that thofe fhould fincerely and heartily apply

themſelves to make other People Chriftians, who have not

really embraced the Chriftian Religion in their own Hearts.

If the Goſpel and the Apoítles may be credited, no Man

can be a Chriftian without Charity, and without that Faith

which works, not by Force, but by Love. Now I appeal

to the Confciences of thofe that perfecute, torment, de-

ftroy, and killother Men upon pretence of Religion, whe-

ther they do it out of Friendship and Kindness towards

them, or no. And I fhall then indeed, and not till then,

believe they do fo, when I fhall fee thoſe fiery Zealots cor-

recting, in the fame manner, their Friends and familiar Ac-

quaintance, for the manifest Sins they commit against the

Precepts of the Gofpel; when I fhall fee them profecute

with Fire and Sword the Members of their own Commu-

nion that are tainted with enormous Vices, and without

Amendment are in danger ofeternal Perdition ; and when

Thall fee them thus exprefs their Love and Defire of the

Salvation of their Souls , by the infliction of Torments,

and exercife of all manner of Cruelties. For if it be out

of
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Im

of a Principle of Charity, as they pretend, and Love to

Mens Souls, that they deprive them of their Eftates, maim

them with corporal Punishments, ftarve and torment them

in noifon Prifons, and in the end even take away their

Lives ; I fay , if all this be done meerly to make Men

Chriftians, and procure their Salvation, Whythen do they

fuffer Whoredom , Fraud, Malice, and fuch like enormities , Rom. 1 .

which (according to the Apoſtle) manifeftly rellifh of Hea-

thenith Corruption, to predominate fo much and abound

amongst their Flocks and People ? Thefe, and fuch like

things, are certainly more contrary to the Glory of God, to`

the Purity of the Church, and to the Salvation of Souls,

than any confcientious Diffent from Ecclefiaftical Decifions,

or Separation from Publick Worfhip, whilft accompanied

with Innocency of Life. Why then does this burning,

Zeal for God, for the Church, and for the Salvation of

Souls; burning, I fay, literally, with Fire and Faggot ; pals

bythofemoral Vices and Wickednefles, without any Cha-

ftifement, which are acknowledged by all Men to be dia-

metrically oppofite to the Profeflion ofChriftianity ; and

bend all its Nerves either to the introducing of Ceremo-

mies, or to the eſtabliſhment of Opinions, which for the

moſt part are about nice and intricate Matters, that exceed

the Capacity of ordinary Understandings ? Which of the

Parties contending about theſe things is in the right, which

of them is guilty of Schifm or Herefie, whether thoſe that

domineer or thoſe that fuffer, will then atlaft be manifeft,

when the Cauſe of their Separation comes to be judged of

He certainly that follows Chrift , embraces his Doctrine,

and bears his Yoke, tho' he forfake both Father and Mo-

ther, feparate fromthe Publick Affemblies and Ceremonies

of his Country , or whomfoever, or whatfoever elfe he

relinquithes, will not then be judged an Heretick.

Now, tho' the Divifions that are amongst Sects fhould be

allowed to be never fo cbftructive of the Salvation of

В 2
Souls,
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Gal. 5.
Sculs ; yet nevertheless Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanness,

Lafciviousness, Idolatry, and fuch like things, cannot be de-

nied to be Works of the Flesh ; concerning which the Apo-

ftle has exprefly declared, that they who dothem fail not

inherit the Kingdom of God. Whofoever therefore is fin-

cerely follicitous about the Kingdom of God, and thinks

it his Duty to endeavour the Enlargement of it amongſt

Men, ought to apply himfelf with no lefs care and indu-

ftryto the rooting out ofthefe Immoralities, than to the

Extirpation of Sects. But if any one do otherwife, and

whilft he is cruel and implacable towards thofe that differ

from him in Opinion , he be indulgent to fuch Iniquities

and Immoralities as are unbecoming the Name of a Chri-

ftian, let fuch a one talk never fo much of the Church, he

plainly demonftrates by his Actions, that ' tis another King-

dom he aims at, and not the Advancement of the Kingdom

of God.

That any Man fhould think fit to caufe another Man,

whofe Salvation he heartily defires, to expire in Torments,

and that even in an unconverted eftate, would, I confefs,

feem very ſtrange to me, and, I think, to any other alío.

But no body, furely, will ever believe that fuch a Car-

riage can proceed from Charity , Love , or Good-will.

If any one maintain that Men ought to be compelled by

Fire and Sword to profefs certain Doctrines, and conform

to this or that exteriour Worfhip, without any regard had

unto their Morals ; if any one endeavourto convert thofe

that are Erroneous unto the Faith , by forcing them to

profefs things that they do not believe, and allowing them

to practife things that the Gofpel does not permit ; it can-

not be doubted indeed but fuch a one is defirous to have

a numerous Affembly joyned in the fame Profeflion with

himfelf; but that he principally intends by thofe means

to compofe a truly Chriftian Church, is altogether incre-

dible. It is not therefore to be wondred at, if thofe who

do
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"

do not really contend for the Advancement of the true

Religion, and of the Church of Chrift, make ufe of Arms

that do not belong to the Chriftian Warfare. If, like the

Captain of our Salvation, they fincerely defired the Good

of Souls, they would tread in the Steps, and follow the

perfect Example of that Prince of Peace, who fent out his

Soldiers to the fubduing of Nations, and gathering them

into his Church, not armed with the Sword, or other In-

ftruments of Force , but prepared with the Gefpel of

Peace, and with the Exemplary Holiness of their Conver-

fation. This washis Method. Tho' if Infidels were to be

converted by force, if thofe that are either blind or ob-

ftinate were to be drawn off from their Errors by Armed

Soldiers, we know very well that it was much more eafie

for Him to do it with Armies of Heavenly Legions, than

for any Son of the Church, how potent foever, with all

his Dragoons:

TheToleration of thoſe that differ from others in Mat-

ters of Religion, is fo agreeable to the Gofpel of Jefus

Chrift , and to the genuine Reafon of Mankind , that it

feems monstrous for Men to befo blind, as not to perceive

the Neceflity and Advantage of it, in fo clear a Light. I

will not here tax the Pride and Ambition of fome, the

Paffion and uncharitable Zeal of others. Thefe are Faults

from which Humane Affairs can perhaps fcarce ever be

perfectly freed ; but yetfuch as no body will bear the plain

Imputation of, without covering them with fome fpecious

Colour; and fo pretend to Commendation, whilft they are

carried away by their own irregular Paffions. But howe-

ver, that fome may not colour their Spirit of Perfecution

and unchriftian Cruelty with a Pretence of Care of the

Publick Weal, and Obfervation of the Laws ; and that

others, under pretence of Religion, may not feek Impu-

nity for their Libertinifin and Licentioufhefs ; in a word,

that none may impofe either upon himself or others, by

the



ALetter concerning Toleration.

the Pretences of Loyalty and Obedience to the Prince, or

of Tendernefs and Sincerity in the Worship of God ; I

efteem it above all things neceflary to diftinguish exactly

the Bufinefs of Civil Government fromthat of Religion,

and to fettle the juft Bounds that lie betweenthe one and

the other. If this be not done, there can be no end put

to the Controverfies that will be always arifing, between

thofe that have, or at leaſt pretend to have, on the one

fide, a Concernment for the Intereft of Mens Souls, and on

the other fide, a Care of the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth feems to me to be a Society of

Men conftituted only for the procating, preferving, and

advancing of their own Civil Interests.

Civil Interests I call Life, Liberty, Health, and Indolency

of Body ; and the Pofleflion of outward things, fuch as

Money, Lands, Houfes, Furniture, and the like.

It is the Duty of the Civil Magiftrate, bythe impartial

Execution of equal Laws, to fecure unto all the People in

general, and to every one of his Subjects in particular, the

juft Poffeffion of theſe things belonging to this Life. If

any one prefume to violate the Laws of Publick Juftice and

Equity, eftablished for the Prefervation of thofe things,

his Prefumption is to be check'd by the fear of Punish-

ment, confifting of the Deprivation or Diminution of thofe

Civil Interefts, or Goods, which otherwife he might and

ought to enjoy. But feeing no Man does willingly futler

himfelf to be punished bythe Deprivation of any part of

his Goods, andmuch lefs of his Liberty or Life, therefore

is the Magiftrate armed with the Force and Strength of all

his Subjects, in order tothe punishment of thoſe that vio-

late any other Man's Rights.

Now that the whole Jurifdiction of the Magiftrate rca-

thes only to thefe Civil Concernments ; andthat all Civil

Power, Right and Dominion, isbounded and confined to

the only care of promoting thefe things ; and that it nei-

ther
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ther can nor ought in any manner to be extended to the

Salvation of Souls, thefe following Confiderationsfeem un-

to meabundantly to demonftrate.

First, Becauſe the Care of Souls is not committed to

the Civil Magiftrate, any more than to other Men. It is not

committed unto him, Ifay, by God ; because it appears not

that God has ever given any fuch Authority to one Man

over another, as to compell any one to his Religion. Nor

can any fuch Power be vefted in the Magiftrate by the

confent of the People ; becaufe no man can fo far abandon

the care of his own Salvation , as blindly to leave it to the

choice of any other, whether Prince or Subject, to pre-

fcribe to him what Faith or Worthip hethall embrace. For

no Man can, if he would, conform his Faith to the Dictates

of another. All the Life and Power of true Religion con-

fits in the inward and full perfwafion of the mind ; and

Faith is not Faith without believing. Whatever Profef-

fion we make, to whatever outward Worship we conform,

if we are not fully fatisfied in our ownmind that the one

is true, and the other well pleafing unto God , fuch Pro-

feffion and fuch Practice, far from being any furtherance,

are indeed great Obftacles to our Salvation. For in this

manner, instead of expiating other Sins bythe exerciſe of

Religion , I fay in offering thus unto God Almighty fuch

a Worthip as we efteem to be difpleafing unto him, we

add unto the number of our other fins, thofe alfo of

Hypocrifie, and Contempt of his Divine Majefty.

In the fecond place. The care of Souls cannot belong

to the Civil Magiftrate, becauſe his Power confifts only

in outward force ; but true and faving Religion confifts

in the inward perfwafion of the Mind , without which

nothing can be acceptable to God. And fuch is the na-

ture of the Understanding, that it cannot be compell'd

to the belief of any thing by outward force. Confifca-

tion of Eftate, Imprisonment, Torments, nothing of that

nature
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nature can have any fuch Efficacy as to makeMen change

the inward Judgment that they have framed of things.

It may indeed be alledged , that the Magiftrate may

make ufe of Arguments, andthereby drawthe Heterodox

into the way of Truth, and procure their Salvation. I

grantit ; but this is common to him with other Men. In

teaching, inftructing, and redreing the Erroneous by Rea-

fon, he may certainly do what becomes any good Man to

do. Magiftracy does not oblige him to put of either Hu-

manity or Chriftianity. But it is one thing to perfwade,

another to command ; one thing to prefs with Arguments,

another with Fenalties. This Civil Power alone has a

right to do ; to the other Good-will is Authority enough.

Every Man has Commiffion to admonifh, exhort, convince

another ofError, and by reafening to drawhim into Truth :

but to give Laws, receive Obedience, and compel with the

Sword, belongs to none but the Magiftrate. And upon this

ground I affirm, that the Magiftrate's Power extends not to

the cftablishing ofany Articles ofFaith,or Forms of Worthip,

by the force of his Laws. For Laws are of no force at all

without Penalties, and Penalties in this cafe are abfolute-

ly impertinent ; because they are not proper to convince

the mind. Neither the Profeffion of any Articles of Faith ,

nor the Conformity to any outward Form of Worship (as

has already been faid) can be available to the Salvation of

Souls, unless the truth of the one, and the acceptableness

of the other unto God, be thoroughly believed by thofe,

that fo profefs and practife. But Penalties are no ways

capable to produce fuch Belief. It is only Light and Evi-

dence that can work a change in Mens Opinions ; which

Light can in no manner proceed from corporal Sufferings,

or any other outward Penalties .

In the third place. The care ofthe Salvation ofMens Souls

cannot belong to the Magiftrate ; becaufe, though the ri-

gourofLaws andthe force of Penalties were capable to con-

vince
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vince and change Mens minds, yet would not that help at

all to the Salvation of their Souls. For there being but

one Truth, one way to Heaven ; what Hopes is there that

more Men would be led into it, if they had no Rule but

the Religion of the Court, and were put under a necef-

fity to quit the Light of their own Reafon, and oppofe

the Dictates of their own Confciences, and blindly to re-

fign up themselves to the Will of their Governors, andto

the Religion, which either Ignorance, Ambition, orSuper-

ftition had chanced to eſtabliſhin the Countries wherethey

were born ? In the variety and contradiction of Opinions

in Religion, wherein the Princes of theWorld are as much

divided as in their Secular Interefts, thenarrow way would

be much ſtraitned ; one Country alone would be in the

right, and all the rest of the World put under an obliga-

tion of following their Princes in the ways that lead to De-

ſtruction ; and that which heightens the abfurdity, and

very ill fuits the Notion of a Deity, Men would owe

their eternal Happiness or Mifery to the places of their

Nativity.

Thefe Confiderations, to omit many others that might

havebeen urged to the fame purpofe, feem unto me furli-

cient to conclude that all the Power of Civil Government

relates only to Mens Civil Interefts, is confined to the care

of the things of thisWorld, and hath nothing to do with

the World to come..

- !

Let us now confider what a Church is . A Church then

Itake to be a voluntary Society of Men, joining them-

felves together of their own accord, in order to the pub-

Jick worshipping of God , in fuch a manner as they

judge acceptable to him, and effectual to the Salvation

of their Souls.

I fay it is a free and voluntary Society. No body is

born a Member of any Church ; otherwife the Religion

of Parents would defcend unto Children, by the fame

C
right
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right of Inheritance as their Temporal Eftates, and every

one would hold his Faith by the fame Tenure he does his

Lands ; than which nothing can be imagined more abfurd.

Thus therefore that matter ftands. No Man by nature is

bound unto any particular Church or Sect, but every one

joinshimselfvoluntarily to that Society in which he believes

he has found that Profeffion and Worship which is truly

acceptable to God. The hopes of Salvation , as it was

the only caufe of his entrance into that Communion, fo it

can be the only reafon of his ftay there. Forifafterwards

he difcover anything either erroneous in the Doctrine, or

incongruous in the Worſhip ofthat Society to which he has

join'd himſelf, Whyshouldit not be as free for him to go

out as it was to enter ? No Member of a Religious

Society can be tied with any other Bonds but what pro-

ceed fromthe certain expectation of eternal Life. A Church

then is a Society of Members voluntarily uniting to this

end.

It follows now that we confider what is the Power of

this Church, and untowhat Laws it isfubject.

Forafmuch as no Society, how free foever , or upon

whatſoever flight occafion inftituted, (whether of Philo-

phers for Learning, of Merchants for Commerce, or of

men of leifure for mutual Converſation and Difcourfe,) No

Churchor Company, I fay, can in the leaft fubfift and hold

together, but will prefently diffolve and break to pieces,

unless it be regulated by fome Laws, and the Members

all confent to obferve fome Order. Place, and time of

meeting must be agreed on; Rules for admitting and ex-

cluding Members must be eſtablifht ; Diftinction of Officers,

and putting things into a regular Courfe, and fuch like, can-

not be omitted. But fince the joyning together of feve-

ral Members into this Church-Sociery, as has already been

demonftrated, is abfolutely free and fpontaneous, it ne-

ceflarily follows, that the Right of making its Laws can be-

long
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long to none but the Society it felf, or at leaft (which

is the fame thing) tothose whom the Society by common

confent has authoriſed thereunto.

Some perhaps may object, that no fuch Society can be

faidto be a true Church, unless it have in it a Biſhop, or

Presbyter, with Ruling Authority derived from the very

Apottles, and continued down unto the prefent times by

an uninterrupted Succeffion.

To thefe Ianswer. In the first place, Let them fhew me

the Edictby which Chrift has impofed that Law upon his

Church. And let not any man think me impertinent if,

in a thing of this confequence, I require thatthe Terms of

that Edict be very exprefs and pofitive. For the Promife

he has made us, that wherefoever two or three are gathered to- Matth. 18.

gether in his Name, he will be inthe midst of them, feems to 20.

imply the contrary. Whether fuch an Affembly want a-

ny thing neceffary to a true Church, pray do you con-

fider. Certain I am, that nothing can be there wanting

unto the Salvation of Souls ; Which is fufficient to our

purpofe.

Next, Pray obferve how great have always been the

Divifions amongſt even thoſe who lay fo muchftrefs upon

the Divine Inftitution, and continued Succeffion of a cer-

tain Order of Rulers in the Church. Nowtheir very Dif

fention unavoidably puts us upon a neceffity of delibera-

ting, and confequently allows a liberty of choofing that,

which upon confideration, we prefer.

And in the last place , I confent that thefe men have a

Ruler of their Church, eftablished by fuch a long Series of

Succeffion as they judge neceflary ; provided I may have

liberty at the fame time to join my felf to that Society, in

which I am perfwaded thoſe things are tobe found which

are neceflary to the Salvation of my Soul. In this manner

Ecclefiaftical Liberty will be preferved on all fides, and no

man willhave a Legiſlator impofed upon him,but whomhim-

felf has chofen. C 2 But
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But fince men are fo follicitous about the true Church,

I would only ask them, here by the way, if it be not

more agreeable to the Church of Chrift, to make the Con-

ditions of her Communion confift in fuch things, and fuch

things only, as the Holy Spirit has in the Holy Scriptures

declared, in exprefs Words, to be neceffary to Salvation ; I

ask, I fay, whether this be not more agreeableto theChurch

of Chrift, than for mento impofe their own Inventions

and Interpretations upon others, as if they were of Di-

vine Authority, and to establish by Ecclefiaftical Laws, as

abfolutely neceflary to the Profeffion of Chriftianity , fuch

things as the HolyScriptures do either not mention, or at

leaft not exprefly command. Whofoever requires thofe

things in order to Ecclefiaftical Communion, which Chrift

doesnot require in order to Life Eternal, he may perhaps in-

deed conftitute a Society accommodated to his own Opini-

on andhis own Advantage, but how that can be called the

Church of Chrift, which is eſtabliſhed upon Laws that are

not his, and which excludes fuch Perfons from its Commu-

nion as he will one day receive into the Kingdom of Hea-

ven, I underſtand not. But this being not a proper place to

enquire into the marks ofthe true Church, I will only mind

thofe that contend fo earnestly for the Decrees of their

own Society, and that cry our continually the Church , the

Church, with as much noife, and perhaps upon the fame

Principle, as the Ephefian Silverfimiths did for their Diana z

this, Ifay, I defire to mind them of, That the Gospel fre

quently declares that the true Difciples of Chrift muſt fuf-

fer Perfecution ; but that the Church of Chrift fhould per

fecute others, and force others by Fire and Sword, to em-

brace her Faithand Doctrine, I could never yet find in any

of the Books of the New Teſtament.

The End of a Religious Society (as has already been

faid) is the Publick Worthip of God, and by means there

of the acquifition of Eternal Life. All Difcipline ought

therefore

·
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therefore to tend to that End, and all Ecclefiaftical Laws

to be thereunto confined. Nothing ought, nor can be

tranſacted in this Society, relating to the Poffeffion of Ci-

vil and Worldly Goods. No Force is here to be made

ufe of, upon any occafion whatfoever : For Force belongs

wholly to the Civil Magiftrate, and the Poffeffion of all

outward Goods is fubject to his Jurifdiction.

But it may be asked, By what means then fhall Ecclefi-

aftical Laws be eftablished, if they must be thus deftitute

of all Compulfive Power ? I answer, They must be eſta-

blished by Means fuitable to the Nature of fuch Things,

whereof the external Profeffion and Obfervation, if not

proceeding from a thorowConviction and Approbation of

the Mind, isaltogether ufelefs and unprofitable. The Arms

by whichthe Members of this Society are to be kept within

their Duty , are Exhortations, Admonitions , and Ad-

vices. If by thefe means the Offenders will not be re-

claimed, and the Erroneous convinced, there remains no-

thing farther to be done, but that fuch stubborn and ob-

ftinate Perfons, who give no ground to hope for their Re-.

formation, fhould be caft out and feparated from the So-

ciety. This is the laft and utmoſt Force of Ecclefiaftical

Authority: No other Punishment can thereby be inflicted,

than that, the Relation cealing between the Body and the

Member which is cut off, the Perfon fo condemned cesfes

to be a Part of that Church.

Thefe things being thus determined , let us inquire in

the next place, how far the Duty of Toleration extends,

and what is required from every one by it.
525

Andfirft, I hold, That no Church is bound bythe Du-

ty of Toleration to retain any fuch Perfon in herBofom ,

as, after Admonition, continues cbftinately to offend

againſt the Laws of the Society. For thefe being the Con-

dition of Communion, and the Bond of the Society, if

the Breach of them were permitted without any Animad-

verfion,
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verfion, the Society would immediately be thereby diffol-

ved. But nevertheless, in all fuch Cafes care is to be ta-

ken that the Sentence of Excommunication, and the Exe-

cution thereof, carry with it no rough ufage, ofWord or

Action, whereby the ejected Perfon may any wife be dam-

nified in Body or Eftate. For all Force (as has often been

faid) belongs only to the Magiftrate, nor ought any private

Perfons , at any time, to ufe Force; unless it be in felf-

defence againſt unjuft Violence. Excommunication neither

does, nor can, deprive the excommunicated Perfon of any

of thofe Civil Goods that he formerly pofleffed. All thofe

things belong to the Civil Government, and are under the

Magiftrate's Protection. Thewhole Force of Excommuni-

cation confifts only in this, that, the Refolution of the So-

ciety in that refpect being declared , the Union that was

between the Body and fome Member comes thereby to be

diffolved ; and that Relation ceafing, the participation of

fome certain things, which the Society communicated to

its Members, andunto which no Man has any Civil Right,

comes alfo to ceafe. For there is no Civil Injury done

unto theexcommunicated Perfon, by the Church-Minifter's

refufing him that Bread and Wine, in the Celebration of

the Lord's Supper , which was not bought with his , but

other mens Money.

Secondly, No private Perfon has any Right, in any

manner, to prejudice another Perfon in his Civil Enjoy-

ments, becauſe he is of another Church or Religion. All

the Rights and Franchiſes that belong to him as a Man, or

as a Deniſon, are inviolably to be preferved to him. Theſe

arenot the Bufinefs of Religion. No Violence nor Injury

is to be offered him , whether he be Chriftian or Pagan.

Nay , we muſt not content our felves with the narrow

Measures of bare Juftice: Charity, Bounty, and Liberality

muſt be added to it. This the Gofpel enjoyns, this Rea-

fon directs, and this that natural Fellowship we are born

into



A Letter concerning Toleration. 13

into requires of us. If any man err from the right way,

it is his own misfortune, no injury to thee : Nor therefore

art thou to punish him in the things of this Life, becaufe

thou fuppofeſt he will be miferable in that which is to

come.

What I fay concerning the mutual Toleration of pri-

vate Perfons differing from one another in Religion, I un-

derſtand alfo of particular Churches ; which ftand as it

were in the fame Relation to each other as private Per-

fons among themſelves, nor has any one of them any man-

ner of Jurifdiction over any other, no not even when the

Civil Magiftrate (as it fometimes happens) comes to be of

this or the other Communion. For the Civil Government

can give no new Right to the Church, nor the Church to

the Civil Government. So that whether the. Magiftrate

joyn himself, to any Church, or feparate from it, the Church

remains always as it was before, a free and voluntary So-

ciety. It neither acquires the Power of the Sword by the

Magiftrate's coming to it, nor does it lofethe Right of In-

ftruction and. Excommunication by his going from it.

This is the fundamental and immutable Right of a fponta-

neous Society, that it has power to remove any of its

Members who tranfgrefs the Rules of its Inftitution : But

it cannot, by the acceffion of any new Members, acquire

any Right of Jurifdiction over thofe that are not joined

with it. And therefore Peace, Equity, and Friendship,

are always mutually to be obferved by particular Churches,

in the fame manner as by private Perfons, without any

pretence of Superiority or Jurifdiction over one another.

T

That the thing maybemade yet clearer by an Example ;

Let us fuppofe two Churches, the one of Arminians , the

other of Calvinists , refiding in the City of Conftantinople.

Will any one fay, that either of thefe Churches has Right

to deprive the Members ofthe other of their Eftates and

Liberty, (as we fee practifed elsewhere) because of their

differing
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differingfromit in fome Doctrines or Ceremonies ; whith

theTurks inthe mean while filentlyftand by, and laugh to

fee with what inhumaneCruelty Chriftians thus rage againſt

Chriftians ? But if one of thefe Churches hath this Power

of treating the other ill, I ask which of them it is to whom

' that Power belongs, and by what Right ? It will be an-

fwered, undoubtedly, That it is the Orthodox Church

which has the Right of Authority over the Erroneous or

Heretical. This is, in great and fpecious Words , to fay

juft nothing at all. For every Church is Orthodox to it

felf; to others, Erroncous or Heretical. For whatſoever

any Church believes, it believes to be true ; and the con-

trary unto thofe things, it pronounces tobe Error. So that

the Controverfie between thefe Churches about the Trath

of their Doctrines, and the Purity of their Worſhip , is

on both fides equal ; nor is there any Judge, either at Con

ftantinople, or elsewhere upon Earth, by whofe Sentence it

can be determined. The Decifion of that Queftion be

longs onlyto the Supream Judge of all men, to whom alfo

alone belongs the Punishment of the Erroneous. In the

mean while, let thofe men confider how hainoully they

fin, Who, adding Injustice, if not to their Error yet cer-

tainly to their Pride, do rafhly and arrogantly take upon

them to mifufe the Servants of another Mafter, who are

not at all accountable to them.

Nay, further : If it could be manifeft which of theſe

two diffeming Churches were in the right, there would

not accrue thereby unto the Orthodox any Right of de-

ftroying the other. For Churches have neither any Jurif

diction in Worldly matters , nor are Fire and Sword any

proper Inftruments wherewith to convince meus minds of

Error, and inform them of the Truth. Let us fuppofe,

nevertheless, that the Civil Magiftrate inclined to favour

one of them, and to put his Sword into their Hands, that

(by his Confent) they might chaſtife the Diffenters as they

pleafed.
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pleafed. Will any man fay, that any Right can be deri-

ved unto a Chriftian Church, over its Brethren, froma Tur-

kith Emperor? An Infidel, who has himself no Authority

to puniſh Chriftians for the Articles of their Faith, cannot

confer fuch an Authority upon any Society of Chriftians,

nor give unto them a Right which he has not hinfulf.

This would bethe Cafe at Conftantinople. And the Reafon

of the thing is the fame in any Chriftian Kingdom . The

Civil Power is the fame in every place : nor can that Pow-

er, in the Hands of a Chriftian Prince, confer any greater

Authority upon the Church, than in the Hands of a Hea-

then ; which isto fay, juft none at all.

Nevertheless, it is worthytobe obferved, and lamented,

that the most violent of thefe Defenders of the Truth,

the Oppofers of Errors, the Exclaimers againſt Schifin, do

hardly ever let loofe this their Zeal for God, with which

they are fo warmed and inflamed, unless where they have

the Civil Magiftrate on their fide. But fo foon as ever

Court-favour has given them the better end of the Staff,

and they begin to feel themfelves the ſtronger, then pre-

fently Peace and Charity are to be laid afide : Otherwiſe,

they are religioutly to be obferved. Where they have not

the Power to carry on Perfecution, and to become Ma-

fters, there they defire to live upon fairTerms, and preach

up Toleration. When they are not ſtrengthned with the

Civil Power, then they can bear moft patiently, and un-

movedly, the Contagion of Idolatry , Superftition , and

Herefie, in their Neighbourhood ; of which, in other Oc-

cafions , the Intereft of Religion makes them to be ex-

treamly apprehensive. They do not forwardly attack thofe

Errors which are in fashion at Court, or are countenanced

by the Government. Here they can be content to fpare

their Arguments: which yet (with their leave) is the only

right Method of propagating Truth , which has no fuch

way of prevailing, as when frong Arguments and good

D Reafon,
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Reafon, are joined with the foftness of Civility and good

Ulage.

No body therefore, in fine, neither fingle Perfons, nor

Churches, nay, nor even Commonwealths, have any just

Title to invade the Civil Rights and Worldly Goods of

each other, upon pretence of Religion. Thofe that are

of another Opinion, would do well to confider with them-

felves how pernicious a Seed of Difcord and War, how

powerful a provocation to endlefs Hatreds, Rapines, and

Slaughters, they thereby furnish unto Mankind. No Peace

and Security, no not fo much as Common Friendſhip, can

ever be eſtabliſhed or preferved amongſt Men, fo long as

this Opinion prevails, That Dominion is founded in Grace,

and that Religion is to be propagated by force of Arms.

In the third place : Let us fee what the Duty of Tele-

ration requires from thofe who are diftinguished from the

reft of Mankind, (from the Laity, as they pleafe to call us)

byfome Ecclefiaftical Character, and Office ; whether they

be Bishops, Priefts, Presbyters, Minifters, or however elle

dignified or diftinguished. It is not my Bufinefs to inquire

here into the Original of the Power or Dignity of the

Clergy. This only I fay, That Whence-foever their Au-

thority be fprung, fince it is Ecclefiaftical, it ought to be

confined within the Bounds of the Church, nor can it in

any manner be extended to Civil Affairs ; becauſe the

Church it felf is a thing abfolutely feparate and diftin&t

from the Commonwealth. The Boundaries on both fides

are fixed and immovable. He jumbles Heaven and Earth

together, the things moft remote and oppofite, who mixes

thefe two Societies ; which are in their Original, End,

Bufinefs, and in every thing, perfectly diftinct, and infinite-

ly different from each other. No man therefore , with

whatfoever Ecclefiaftical Office he be dignified, can deprive

another man that is not of his Church and Faith, either

of Liberty, or of any part of his Worldly Goods, upon

the
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the account of that difference between them in Religion.

For whatſoever is not lawful to the whole Church, cannot,

by any Ecclefiaftical Right, become lawful to any of its

Members.

But this is not all. It is not enough that Ecclefiaftical

men abſtain from Violence and Rapine, and all manner of

Perfecution. He that pretends to be a Succeflor of the

Apoftles, and takes upon him the Office of Teaching, is

obliged alfo to admonish his Hearers of the Duties of

Peace, and Good-will towards all men ; as welltowards the

Erroneous as the Orthodox ; towards thofe that differ

from them in Faith and Worship, as well as towards thofe

that agree with them therein : And he ought induftriouſly

to exhort all men, whether private Perfons or Magiftrates,

(if any fuch there be in his Church) to Charity, Meeknefs,

and Toleration ; and diligently endeavour to allay and

temper all that Heat, and unreasonable averfenefs of mind,

which either any mans fiery Zeal for his own Sect, or

the Craft of others, has kindled against Diffenters. I will

not undertake to reprefent how happy and how great

would bethe Fruit, both in Church and State, if the Pul-

pits every where founded with this Doctrine of Peace

and Toleration ; left I fhould feem to reflect too feverely

upon thoſe Men whofe Dignity I defire not to detract

from, nor would have it diminiſhed either by others or

themſelves. But this I fay, That thus it ought to be.

And if any one that profefles himself to be a Miniſter of

the Word of God, a Preacher of the Gospel of Peace,

teach otherwife, he either understands not, or neglects the

Bufinefs of his Calling , and fhall one day give account

thercof unto the Prince of Peace. If Chriftians are to

be admonished that they abftain from all manner of Re-

venge , even after repeated Provocations and multiplied

Injuries, how much more ought they who fuffer nothing,

who have had no harm done them, forbear Violence, and

D 2 abſtain
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abstain from all manner of ill ufage towards thofe from

whom they have received none. This Caution and Tem-

per they ought certainly to ufe towards thofe who mind

only their own Bufinefs, and are follicitous for nothing

but that (whatever Men think of them) they may wor-

fhip God in that manner which they are perfuaded is ac-

ceptable to him , and in which they have the ſtrongeſt

hopes of Eternal Salvation. In private domeftick Affairs,

in the management of Eftates, in the confervation of Bo-

dily Health, every man may confider what fuits his own

conveniency, and follow what courfe he likes beft . No

man complains of the ill management of his Neighbour's

Affairs. No man is angry with another for an Error com-

mitted in fowing his Land, or in marrying his Daughter.

No body corrects a Spendthrift for confuming his Subſtance

in Taverns. Let any man pull down, or build, or make

whatfoever Expences he pleafes, no bodymurmurs, no bo-

dy controuls him; he has his Liberty. But if any man do

not frequent the Church, if he do not there conform his

Behaviour exactly to the accuſtomed Ceremonies, or ifhe

brings not his Children to be initiated in the Sacred Myfe-

ries of this or the other Congregation , this immediately

caufes an Uproar. The Neighbourhood is filled with Noife

and Clamour. Every one is ready to be the Avenger of

fo
great a Crime. And the Zealots hardly have the pati-

ence to refrain from Violence and Rapine, fo long till the

Caufe be heard, and the poor man be, according to Form,

condemned to the lofs of Liberty, Goods, or Life. Oh

that our Ecclefiaftical Orators, of every Set, would apply

themſelves with all the ftrength of Arguments that they

are able, to the confounding of mens Errors ! But let

them fpare their Perfons. Let them not fupply their

want of Reaſons with the Inftruments of Force , which

belong to another Jurifdiction, and do ill become a Church-

man's Hands . Let them not call in the Magiftrate's Autho-

rity
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rity to the aid of their Eloquence, or Learning ; left, per-

haps, whilft they pretend only Love for the Truth, this

their intemperate Zeal, breathing nothing but Fire and

Sword, betray their Ambition, and fhew that what they

defire is Temporal Dominion. For it will be very diffi-

cult to perfuade men of Senfe, that he, who with dry

Eyes, and fatisfaction of mind, can deliver his Brother un-

to the Executioner, to be burnt alive, does fincerely and

heartily concern himself to fave that Brother from the

Flames of Hell in the World to come.

In the last place. Let us now confider what is the Ma-

giftrate's Duty in the Bufinefs of Toleration : which certain-

ly is very confiderable,

We have already proved, That the Care of Souls does

not belong to the Magiftrate : Not a Magifterial Care, I

mean, (if I may fo call it) which confifts in preferibing by

Laws, and compelling by Punifhments. But a charitable

Care, which confifts in teaching , admonishing, and per-

fuading, cannot be denied unto any man. The Care :

therefore of every man's Soul belongs unto himfeif, and is

to be left unto himself. But what if he neglec& the Care

of his Soul? I anfwer, What if he neglect the Care of his

Health, or of his Eftate, which things are nearlier related

to the Government of the Magiftrate than the other? Will

the Magiftrate provide by an exprefs Law, That fuch an

ene fhall not become poor or fick ? Laws provide, as

much as is poflible, that the Goods and Health of Subjects

be not injured by the Fraud or Violence of others ; they

do not guard them from the Negligence or Ill-husbandry

of the Pofleflors themſelves. Noman can be forced to be

Rich or Healthful, whether he will or no. Nay, God

himſelf will notfave men against their wills. Let us fup-

pofe, however, that fome Prince were defirou: to force his

Subjects to accumulate Riches, or to preferve the Health

and Strength of their Bodies. Shall it be provided by

Laws
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Law, that they must confult none but Roman Physicians,

and fhall every one be bound to live according to their

Prefcriptions ? What, fhall no Potion , no Broth , be ta-

ken, but what is prepared either in the Vatican, fuppofe,

or in a Geneva Shop? Or, to make thefe Subjects ich,

fhall they all be obliged byLaw to become Merchants, or

Muficians ? Or, fhall every one turn Victualler, or Smith,

becauſe there are fome that maintain their Families plenti-

fully, and grow rich in thofe Profeffions ? But it may be

faid, There are a thousand ways to Wealth, but one only

wayto Heaven. 'Tis well faid indeed, cípecially by thofe

that plead for compelling men into this or the other Way.

For if there were feveral ways that lead thither, there

would not befo muchas a pretence left for Compulfion. But

now if I be marching onwith my utmoft Vigour, in that

way which , according to the Sacred Geography, leads

freight to Jerufalem ; Why am I beaten and ill ufed by

others, becauſe, perhaps, I wear not Buskins ; becauſemy

Hair is not of the right Cut ; becauſe perhaps I have not

been dip't in the right Fashion ; becauſe I eat Fleſh upon

theRoad, orfome other Food which agrees with my Sto-

mach ; becauſe I avoid certain Ey-ways, which feem unto

me to lead into Briars or Precipices ; becaufe amongst the

feveral Paths that are in the fame Road, I choose that to

walk in whichfeems to be the ftreighteft and cleaneft ; be-

caufe I avoid to keep company with fome Travellers that

are lefs grave, and others that are more fowre than they

ought to be ; or in fine, becauſe I follow a Guide that ei-

ther is, or is not, clothed in White, and crowned with a

Miter? Certainly, ifwe confider right, we fhall find that

for the mostpart they are fuch frivolous things as thefe, that

(without any prejudice to Religion or the Salvation of

Souls, if not accompanied with Superftition or Hypocrifie)

night cither be obferved or omitted ; I fay they are fuch

like things as as thefe, which breed implacable Enmitics

amongſt
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amongſt Chriſtian Brethren, who are all agreed in the Sub-

ftantial and truly Fundamental part of Religion.

But let us grant unto thefe Zealots, who condemn all

things that are not of their Mode, that from thefe Cir-

cumftances arife different Ends. What fhall we conclude

from thence? There is only one of thefe which is the true

way to Eternal Happineſs. But in this great variety of

ways that men follow, it is ftill doubted whichis this right

one. Now neither the care of the Commonwealth, nor

the right of enacting Laws, does difcover this way that

leads to Heaven more certainly to the Magiftrate, than eve-

ry private mans Search and Study difcovers it unto himſelf.

I have aweak Body, funk under a languiſhing Diſeaſe, for

which(Ifuppofe) there is one only Remedy, but that un-

known. Does it therefore belong unto the Magiſtrate

to preſcribe me a Remedy, becauſe there is but one, and

becauſe it is unknown ? Becaufe there is but one way for

me to eſcape Death, will it therefore be fafe for me to

do whatſoever the Magiftrate ordains ? Thofe things that

every man ought fincerely to enquire into himſelf, and by

Meditation, Study, Search, and his own Endeavours, at-

tain the Knowledge of, cannot be looked upon as the Pe-

culiar Poffeflion of any one fort of Men. Princes indeed

are born Superior unto other men in Power, but in Na-

ture equal. Neither the Right, nor the Art of Ruling,

does necefiarily carry along with it the certain Knowledge

of other things ; and leaft of all of the true Religion.

For if it were fo, how could it come to pafs that the

Lords of the Earth ſhould differ fo vaftly as they do in Re-

ligious Matters ? But let us grant that it is probable the

wayto Eternal Life may be better known by a Prince

than by his Subjects ; or at leaft, that in this incertitude

of things, the fafeft and most commodious way for private

Perfons is to follow his Dictates. You will fay, what then ?

If he should bid you follow Merchandife for your Liveli-

hood
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hood, would you decline that Courfe for fear it ſhould

not fucceed ? I anfwer : I would turn Merchant upon the

Princes command, becaufe in cafe I fhould have ill Succefs

in Trade, he is abundantly able to make up myLofs fome

other way. If it be true, as he pretends, that he defires

I fhould thrive and grow rich, he can fet me up a-

gain when unsuccessfulVoyages have broke me. But this

is not the Cafe, in the things that regard the Life to come.

If there I take a wrong Courfe, if in that refpect I am

once undone, it is not in the Magiftrates Power to re-

pair my Lofs, to eafe my Suffering, nor to restore me

in any meaſure, much lefs entirely , to a good Eſtate.

What Security can be given for the Kingdom of Hen-

ven ?

Perhaps fome will fay that they do not fuppofe this in-

fallible Judgment, that all men are bound to follow in

the Affairs ofReligion, to be in the Civil Magiftrate, but

in the Church. What the Church has determined, that

the Civil Magiftrate orders to be obferved ; and he pro-

videsby his Authority that no body fall either act or be-

lieve, in the bufinefs of Religion, otherwife than the

Church teaches. So that the Judgment of thofe things is

in the Church. The Magiftrate himself yields Obedience

thereunto, and requires the like Obedience from others.

I anſwer : Who fees not how frequently the Name of the

Church, which was fo venerable in the time of the Apo-

ftles, has been madeufe of to throw Duft inPeoples Eyes,

in following Ages ? But however, in the prefent cafe it

helps us not. The one only narrow way which leads to

Heaven isnot better knowntothe Magiftrate than to pri-

vate Perfons, and therefore I cannot fafely take him for

my Guide, who may probably be as ignorant of the way

as my felf, and who certainly is lefs concerned for my Sal-

vation than Imyfelfam. Amongft fo many Kings of the

Jews, how many of them were there whom any Ifraelite,

thus
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thus blindly following, had not fall'n into Idolatry, and

thereby into Deftruction ? Yet nevertheleſs, you bidmebe

of good Courage, and tell methat all is now fafe and fe-

cure, becauſe the Magiftrate does not now enjoin the ob-

fervance of his ownDecrees in matters of Religion, but

only the Decrees of the Church. Of what Church I be

feech you? Of that certainly which likes him beft . As if

he that compells me by Laws and Penalties to enter into

this orthe other Church, did not interpofe his own Judg

ment in the matter. What difference is there whether he

lead me himſelf, or deliver me over to be led by others ?

I depend both ways upon his Will, and it is he that de-

termines both ways of my eternal State.eternal State. Would an If

raelite, that had worshipped Baal upon the Command of

his King, have been in anybetter condition, becauſefome

bodyhad told him that the King ordered nothing in Rc-

ligion upon his own Head, nor commanded any thing to

be doneby his Subjects in Divine Worship, but what was

approved bythe Counfel of Friefts, and declared to be of

Divine Right by the Doctors of their Church ? If the Re-

ligion of any Church become therefore true and faving,

becauſe the Head of that Sect, the Prelates and Priefts, and

thofe of that Tribe, do all of them , with all their might,

extol and praiſe it ; what Religion can ever be accounted

erroneous, falfe and deftructive ? I am doubtful concern-

ingthe Doctrine of the Socinians, I amfufpicious oftheway

of Worship practifed by the Papifts, or Lutherans ; will it

be evera jot the fafer for me to join either unto the one

or the other of thofe Churches, upon the Magiftrates Com-

mand , becauſe he commands nothing in Religion but

by the Authority and Counfel of the Doctors of that

Church?

But to ſpeak the truth, we must acknowledge that the

Church (if a Convention of Clergy-inen, making Canons,

mult be called by that Name) is for the most part more apt

E to
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to be influenced by the Court , than the Court by

the Church. How the Church was under the Vicifii-

tude of Orthodox and Arrian Emperors is very well

known. Or if thofe things be too remote, our modern

English History affords us fresh Examples, in the Reigns

of Henry the 8th, Edward the 6th, Mary, and Elizabeth,

how easily and fmoothly the Clergy changed their Decrees,

their Articles of Faith, their Form ofWorship, every thing,

according to the inclination of thofe Kings and Queens.

Yet were thofe Kings and Queens of fuch different minds,

in point of Religion, and enjoined thereupon fuch diffe-

rent things that noman inhis Wits (I had almoft faid none

but an Atheift) will prefume to fay that any fincere and

upright Worshipper of God could, with afafe Confcience,

obey their feveral Decrees. To conclude. It is the fame

thingwhethera King that prefcribes Laws to another maus

Religion pretend to do it byhis own Judgment, or by the

Ecclefiaftical Authority and Advice of others. The De-

cifions of Church-men, whofe Differences and Difputes are

fufficiently known, cannot be any founder, or fafer than

his : Nor can all their Suffrages joined together add any

new ftrength unto the Civil Power. Tho this alfo mult

be taken notice of, that Princes feldom have any regard to

the Suffrages of Ecclefiafticks that are not Favourers of their

own Faith andwayofWorſhip.

But after all, the principal Confideration, and which ab-

folutely determines this Controverfie, is this. Although

the Magiftrates Opinion in Religion be found, and the

way that he appoints be truly Evangelical, yet if I be not

thoroughly perfwaded thereofin my own mind, there will

be no fafety for me in following it. No way whatfoever

that I fhall walk in, againſt the Dictates of my Confcience,

will ever bring meto the Manfions of the Bleiled. I may

grow rich byan Art that I take not delight in ; I maybe

cured offome Difeafe by Remedics that I have not Faith

in i
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in; but I cannot be faved by a Religion that I diftruft,

and by a Worship that I abhor. It is in vain for an Un-

believer to take up the outward fhew of another mans

Profeffion. Faith only, andinward Sincerity, arethe things

that procure acceptance with God. The most likely and

moft approved Remedy can have no effect upon the Pa-

tient, if his Stomach reject it as foon taken . And you will

in vain cram a Medicine down a fick mans Throat, which

his particular Conftitution will be fure to turn into Poifon.

In a word. Whatfoever may be doubtful in Religion,

yet this at leaft is certain , that no Religion, which I be-

lieve not to be true, canbe either true, or profitable un-

In vain therefore do Princes compel their Subjects

to come into their Church-communion, under pretence of

faving their Souls. If they believe, they will come oftheir

own accord ; ifthey believe not, their coming will nothing

avail them. How great foever, in fine, maybe the pretence

of Good-will, andCharity, and concern for the Salvation

ofmens Souls, men cannot be forced to be faved whether

theywillor no. And therefore, when all is done, they muſt

be left to their own Confciences.

Having thus at length freed men from all Dominion o-

ver one another in matters of Religion , let us now confi-

der what they are to do. All men know and acknowledge

that God ought to be publickly worshipped. Why other-

wife dothey compel one another unto the publick Aflem-

blies? Men therefore conftituted in this liberty are to en-

ter into fome Religious Society , that they may meet toge-

ther, not only for mutual Edification, but to own to the

world that they worship God , and offer unto his divine

Majeftyfich fervice as they themselves are not athamed of,

and fuch as they think notunworthy of him, nor unaccep-

table to him ; and finally that by the purity of Doctrine,

Holiness ofLife , and Decent form of Worship, they may

draw others unto the love ofthe true Religion, and per-

E 2 form
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formi fuch other things in Religion as cannot be done by

each private man apart.

Thefe Religious Societies I call Churches : and theſe I fay

the Magiftrate ought to tolerate. For the bufinefs of thefe

Aflemblies of the People is nothing but what is lawful for

every man in particular to take care of; I mean the Sal-

vation of their Souls : nor in this cafe is there any diffe-

rence between the National Church, and other feparated

Congregations.

But as in every Church there are two things efpecially

to be confidered ; The outward Form and Rites of Wor-

fhip, And the Doctrines and Articles of Faith ; thefe things

must behandled each diftinctly ; that fo the whole matter

of Toleration may the more clearlybe understood .

Concerning outward Worship , I fay ( in the first place . )

that the Magiſtrate has no Powerto enforce by Law, either

inhis own Church, or much lefs in another, the ufe ofany

Rites or Ceremonies whatfoever in the Worship of God.

And this, not only becaufe thefe Churches are free So-

cicties, but becaufe whatfoever is practifed in the Wor-

fhip of God, is only fo far juftifiable as it is believed by

thofe that practiſe it to be acceptable unto him. What-

foever is not done with that affurance of Faith, is neither

well in it felf, nor can it be acceptable to God. To im

pofe fuch things therefore upon any People, contrary to

their own Judgment, is in effect to command them to cf-

fend God; which, confidering that the end of all Reli-

gion is to pleaſe him , and that Liberty is effentially necer-

tary to that End, appears to be abfurd beyond expref-

fon.

But perhaps it may be concluded from hence, that I

deny unto the Magiftrate all manner of Power about in-

different things ; which if it be not granted, the whole

Subject-matter ofLaw-making is taken away. No, I rea-

dily grant that Indifferent Things, and perhaps none but

fuch
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fuch, are fubjected to the Legislative Power. But it does

not therefore follow , that the Magiftrate may ordain

whatfoever he pleaſes concerning any thing that is indif-

ferent. The Publick. Good is the Rule and Meaſure ofall

Law-making. If a thing be not ufeful to the Common-

wealth, tho it it be never fo indifferent, it may not pre-

fentlybe eſtabliſhed byLaw.

And further : Things never fo indifferent in their own

nature, when they are brought into the Church and Wor-

fhipof God, are removed out of the reach of the Magi-

ftrate's Jurifdiction ; becauſe in that ufe they have no con-

nection at all with Civil Affairs. The only buſineſs of

the Church is the Salvation ofSouls : and it no wayscon-

cerns the Common-wealth, or any Member ofit, that this,

or the other Ceremony be there made ufe of. Neither

the Ufe, nor the Omiffion of any Ceremonies, in thofe

Religious Affemblies, does either advantage or prejudice

the Life, Liberty, or Eftate of any man. For Example :

Let it be granted, that the washing of an Infant with wa-

ter is in it felf an indifferent thing. Let it be granted alfog

that if the Magiftrate underſtand fuch washing to be pro-

fitable to the curing or preventing of any Difeafe that

Children are fubject unto, and efteem the matter weighty

enoughto be taken care of by a Law, in that cafe he may

order it to be done. But will any one therefore fay, that

a Magiftrate has the fame Right to ordain, by Law, that

all Children fhall be baptized by Priefts, in the facred Font,

in order to the purification of their Souls ? The extream

difference of thefe two Cafes is visible to every one at first

fight. Or let us apply the laft Cafe to the Child of a

Je , and the thing fpeaks it felf. For what hinders but a

Chriſtian Magiftrate may have Subjects that are Jews ? Now

ifwe acknowledge that fuch an Injury maynot be done.

unto a Jew, as to compel him, against his own Opinion, to

practice in his Religion a thing that is in its nature indif

ferent ..



30
A Letter concerning Toleration.

ferent; how can we maintain that any thing of this kind

may be done to a Chriftian?

Again : Things in their own nature indifferent cannot,

by any human Authority, be made any part of the Wor-

fhip of God;forthis very reafon;becauſe they are indifferent.

For fince indifferent things are not capable, by any Virtue

of their own, to propitiate the Deity ; no human Power

or Authority can confer on them fo much Dignity and

Excellency as to enable them to do it. In the common

Affairs of Life , that ufe of indifferent things which God

has not forbidden, is free and lawful: and therefore in

thofe things human Authority has place. But it is not fo

in matters of Religion. Things indifferent are not other-

wife lawful in the Worship of God than as they are infti-

tuted by God himself; and as he, by fome pofitive com-

mand,has ordain'd them to be made a part ofthat Worſhip

which he will vouchfafe to accept of at the hands of poor

finful men. Nor when an incenfed Deity fhall ask us, Who

has required thefe, or fuch like things at our hands ? will it be

enoughto anfwer him, that the Magiftrate commanded

them. If civil Jurifdiction extended thus far, what might

not lawfully be introduced into Religion? What hodge-

podge ofCeremonies, what fuperftitious Inventions, built

upon the Magiftrate's Authority, might not ( against Con-

fcience ) be impofed upon the Worshippers of God ?

Forthe greatest part of thefe Ceremonies and Superſtions

confifts in the Religious Ufe of fuch things as are in their

own nature indifferent : nor are they finfulupon any other

account than becauſe God is not the Author of them.

The fprinkling of Water, and the ufe ofBreadand Wine,

are both in their own nature, and in the ordinary occa-

fions ofLife, altogether indifferent. Will any man there-

foreſay that theſe things could have been introduced in-

to Religion, and made a part of DivineWorſhip, if not

by Divine Inſtitution ? If any Human Authority or Civil

Power
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Power couldhave done this, why might it not alfo injoyn

the eating of Fish, and drinking of Ale, in the holy Ban-

quet, as a part of Divine Worship? Why notthe fprink-

ling of the Blood of Beafts in Churches, and Expiations

byWater or Fire, and abundance more of this kind? But

thefe things, how indifferent foever they be in common

ufes, when they come to be annexed unto Divine Wor-

fhip, without Divine Authority , they are as abominable

to God, as the Sacrifice of a Dog. And why a Dog fo a-

bominable? What difference is there between a Dog and a

Goat, in respect ofthe Divine Nature, equally and infinite-

ly diftant from all Affinity with Matter ; unless it be that

God required the ufe of the one in his Werfhip, and not

of the other ? We fee therefore that indifferent things how

much foever they be under the Power of the Civil Ma-

giftrate, yet cannot upon that pretence beintroduced into

Religion, and impofed upon Religious Affemblies ; becauſe

in the Worſhip ofGod they wholly ceafe to be indifferent.

He that worships God does it with defign to pleaſe him

and procure his favour. But that cannot be done byhim ,

who, upon the command of another, offers unto God

that which he knows will be difpleafing to him , becaufe

not commanded by himself. This is not to pleaſe God,

er appcafe his Wrath, but willingly and knowingly to pro-

voke him , by a manifeft Contempt ; whichis a thing ab-

folutely repugnant to the nature and end ofWorfhip.

But it will here be asked : If nothing belonging to Di-

vineWorſhip be left to human Difcretion, how is it then

that Churches themfelves have the power of ordering any

thing about the Time and Place ofWorship, and the like?

To this I anfwer; That in Religious Worfhip we muſt di-

ftinguish between what is part of the Werthip it felf, and

what is but a Circumftance. That is a part ofthe Wor-

fhip which is believed to be appointed by God, and to

be well-pleafing to him ; and therefore that is neceflary.

Circum-
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Circumftances are fuch things which, tho' in general they

cannot be feparated from Worship, yet the particular in-

ftances or modifications of them are not determined ; and

therefore they are indifferent. Of this fort are the Time

and Place of Worship, the Habit and Pofture of him that

worships. Theſe are Circumftances, and perfectly indiffe-

rent, where God has not given any exprefs Command a-

bout them. For example : Amongst the Jews, the Time and

Place oftheir Worship, and the Habits of those that offi-

ciated in it, were not meer Circumſtances, but a part of

the Worship it felf; in which if any thing were defective,

or different from the Inftitution, they could not hope that

it would be accepted by God. But thefe, to Chriftians

under the liberty ofthe Gofpel, are meer Circumstances

of Worship, which the Prudence of every Church may

bring into fuch ufe as fhall be judged moft fubfervient to

the end of Order, Decency, and Edification. But, even

under the Gospel,thofe who believe the Firſt, or the Seventh

Day to be fet apart by God, and confecrated ſtill to his

Worship, to them that portion of Time is not a fimple

Circumftance, but a Real Part of Divine Worship, which

can neither be changed nor negle&cd.

In the next place : As the Magiftrate has no Power to

impofe by his Laws, the ufe of any Rites and Ceremo-

nies in any Church, fo neither has he any Power to forbid

the ufe of fuch Rites and Ceremonies as are already re-

ceived, approved, and practifed by any Church : Becauſe

if he did fo, he would deftroy the Church it felf; the end

of whofe Inſtitution is only to worship God withfreedom,

after its own manner.

You willfay, by this Rule, iffome Congregations ſhould

have amindto facrifice Infants, or ( asthe Primitive Chri-

ftians were falfely accufed ) luftfully pollute themfelves in

promifcuous Uncleanness, or practife any other fuch hi-

nous Enormities, is the Magiftrate obliged to tolerate them,

becauſe
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because they are committed in a Religious Affembly ? I •

anfwer, No. Theſe things are not lawful in the ordinary

courfe of life, nor in any private houfe; and therefore

neither are they fo in theWorship of God, or in any reli-

gious Meeting. But indeed if any People congregated up-

on account of Religion, fhould be defirous to facrifice a

Calf, I deny that That ought to be prohibited by a Law.

Melibans, whofe Calf it is , may lawfully kill his Calf

at home, and burn any part of it that he thinks fit. For

no Injury is thereby done to any one, no prejudice to an-

other mans Goods. And for the fame reafon he may kill

his Calf alfo in a religious Meeting. Whether the doing

fo be well-pleafing to God or no, it is their part to con-

fider that do it. The part ofthe Magiftrate is only to take

care that the Commonwealth receive no prejudice, and

that there be no Injury done to any man, either in Life or

Eftate. And thus what may be ſpent on a Feaft, may be

fpent on a Sacrifice. But if peradventure fuch were the

ftate of things, that the Intercft of the Commonwealth re-

quired all laughter of Beafts fhould be forborn for fome

while, in order to the increafing of the ſtock of Cattel,

that had been deftroyed by fome extraordinary Murrain ;

Whofees not that the Magiftrate, in fuch a cafe, may forbid

all his Subjects to kill any Calves for anyufe whatſoever ?

Only 'tis to be obferved, that in this cafe the Law is not

made about a Religious, but a Political matter: nor is the

Sacrifice, but the Slaughter of Calves thereby prohibited .

By this we fee what difference there is between the.

Church and the Commonwealth. Whtfoever is lawful

in the Commonwealth, cannot be prohibited by the Ma-

giftrate inthe Church. Whatfoever is permitted unto any of

his Subjects for their ordinary ufe, neither can nor ought

to be forbidden by him to any Sect of People for their re-

ligious Ufes. If anyman maylawfully take Bread or Wine,

either fitting or kneeling, in his own houfe, the Law ought

F not

ง
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not to abridge him of the fame Liberty in his Religious

Worship; tho' in the Church the ufe of Bread and Winebe

very different, and be there applied to the Mysteries of

Faith, and Rites of Divine Worthip. But thofe things

that are prejudicial to the Commonweal of a People in

their ordinary ufe, and are therefore forbidden by Laws ,

thofe things ought not to be permitted to Churches in their

facred Rites.Onely the Magiftrate ought always to be very

careful that he do not mifufe his Authority, to the oppref

fion of any Church, under presence of publick Good."

It may befaid ; What if a Church be lolatrous, is that

alfo to be tolerated by the Magiftrate ? I aufwer. What

Power can be given to the Magiftrate for the fuppreffion

ofan Idolatrous Church, which maynot, in time andplace,

be made ufe of to the ruine of an Orthodox one? For

it must be remembred that the Civil Power is the fame

everywhere, and the Religion ofevery Prince is Orthodox

tohimself. If therefore fuch a Power be granted unto the

Civil Magiftrate in Spirituals, as that at Geneva (for Ex-

ample ) he may extirpate, by Violence and Blood, the Re-

ligion whichis there reputed Idolatrous ; by the fame Rule

another Magiftrate, in fome neighbouring Country, may

opprefs theReformed Religion ; and, in India, the Chriftian.

The Civil Power can either change every thing in Religi-

on, according to the Prince's pleafure, or it can change

nothing. If it be once permitted to introduce any thing

into Religion, by the means of Laws and Penalties, there

canbe no bounds put to it ; but it will in the fame man-

ner be lawful to alter every thing, according to that Rule

of Truth which the Magiftrate has framed unto himſelf.

No man whatfoever ought therefore to be depri-

ved of his Terreftrial Enjoyments, upon account of his

Religion. Not even Americans, fubjected unto a Chriftian

Prince, are to be punished either in Body or Goods, for

not imbracing our Faith and Worship. If they are per-

fwaded
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fwaded that they plcafe God in obferving the Rites of

their own Country, and that they fhall obtain Happiness

by that means, they are to be left unto God and them-

felves. Let us trace this matter to the bottom. Thus it

is. An inconfiderable and weak number of Chriftians, de-

ſtitute of everything, arrive in a Pagan Country : Thefe

Foreigners befeech the Inhabitants, by the bowels of Hu-

manity, that they would fuccour them with the necefla-

-ries of life: Thofe neceflarics are given them ; Habitations

are granted ; and they all joyn together, and grow up

into one Body of People. The Chriftian Religion by this

means takes root in that Countrey, and fpreads it felf ;

but does not fuddenly grow the ftrongeft. While things

are in this condition, Peace, Friendship, Faith and equal

Juftice, are preferved amongst them. At length the Ma-

giftrate becomes a Chriftian, and by that means theirFarry

becomesthe most powerful. Then immediately all Coni-

pacts are to be broken, all Civil Rights to be violated,

that Idolatry may be extirpated : And unless thefe inno-

cent Pagans, ftrict Obfervers of the Rules of Equity and

the Law of Nature, and no ways offending againft the

Laws of the Society, I fay unless they will forfake their

ancient Religion, and embrace a new and ftrange one,

they are to beturned out of the Lands and Pollellions of

their Forefathers , and perhaps deprived of Life it felf.

-Then at laft it appears what Zeal for the Church, joyned

withthe defire of Dominion, is capable to produces and

-how-cafily the pretence of Religion, and of the care of

Souls, ferves for a Cloak to Covetoufhefs, Rapine, and

Ambition.

Now whofoever maintains that Idolatry is to berooted

out ofanyplace byLaws, Puniſhments, Fire, and Sword,

may apply this Story to himfelf. For the reafon of the

thing is equal, bothin America and Europe. And neither

Pagans there, nor any Dilienting Chriftians here, can with

F 2
any
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any right be deprived of their worldly Goods, by the

predominating Faction of a Court-Church : nor are any

CivilRights to be either changed or violated upon account

of Religion in one place more than another.

But Idolatry (fay fome ) is a fin, and therefore not to

be tolerated. If they faid it were therefore to be avoid-

ed, the Inference were good. But it does not follow, that

becauſe it is a fin it ought therefore to be punished by

the Magiftrate. For it does not belong unto the Magi-

ſtrate to make uſe of his Sword in punishing every thing,

indifferently, that he takes to be a fin against God. Co-

vetcufnefs , Uncharitablenefs , Idlenefs, and many other

things are fins , by the confent of all men, which yet no

man ever faid were to be punished by the Magiftrate.

The reafon is, becauſe they are not prejudicial to other

mens Rights, nor do they break the publick Peace of So-

cieties. Nay , even the fins of Lying and Perjury, ale

no where punishable by Laws ; unlefs in certain cafes, in

which the real Turpitude of the thing , and the offence

againſt God, are not confidered, but onlythe Injury done

unto mens Neighbours, and to the Commonwealth. And

what if in another Country, to aMahumetan or aPagan

Prince, the Chriftian Religion feem falfe and offenfive to

God ; may not the Chriftians for the fame reaſon, and

after the fame manner, be extirpated there ?

But it may be urged further, That by the Law of Mo-

fes Idolaters were to be rooted out. True indeed, by

the Law of Mofes. But that is not obligatory to us Chri-

ftians. No body pretends that every thing, generally,

enjoyned by the Law of Mofes, ought to be practifed

by Chriftians. But there is nothing more frivolous than

that common diftinction ofMoral, Judicial, and Ceremo-

nial Law, which men ordinarily make ufe of. For no

pofitive Law whatfoever can oblige any People but thoſe

to whom it is given. Hear O Ifrael ; fufficicnly reſtrains

the
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the Obligation of the Law of Mofes only to that People.

And this Confideration alone is Anfwer enough unto thofe

that urge the Authority of the Law of Mofes; for the in-

flicting of Capital Punishments upon Idolaters. But how-

ever, I will examine this Argument a little more particu

larly.

The Cafe of Idolaters, in refpect of the Jewish Com

monwealth, falls under a double confideration . The firft

is of thofe Who, being initiated in the Mofaical Rites,

and made Citizens of that Commonwealth , did after-

wards apoftatife from the Worship of the God of Ifracl,

Thefe were procceded againſt as Trayters and Rebels,

guilty of no less than High-treafon. For the Common-

wealth of the Jews, different in that from all others, was au

abfolute Theocracy: nor was there, or could there be, any

difference between that Commonwealth and the Church.

The Laws eftablished there concerning the Worship of One

Invifible Deity, were the Civil Laws of that People, and

a part of their Political Government ; in which God him-

felf was the Legiflator. Now if any one can fhew me

wherethere is a Commonwealth, at this time, conftituted

upon that Foundation, I will acknowledge that the Eccle-

fiaftical Laws do there unavoidably become a part of the

Civil; and that the Subjects of that Government both

may, and ought to be kept in ftrict conformity with that

Church, by the Civil Power. But there is abfolutely no

fuch thing, under the Gospel, as a Chriftian Common-

wealth. There are, indeed, many Cities and Kingdoms

that have embraced the Faith of Chrift ; but they have

retained their ancient Form of Government ; with which

the Law of Chrift hath not at all medled. He, indeed,

hath taught men how, by Faith and Good Works, they

may attain Eternal Life. But he inftituted no Common-

wealth. He prefcribed unto his Followers no new and

peculiar Form of Government ; Nor put he the Sword

into
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into any Magiftrate's Hand, with Commiffion to makeufe

of it in forcing men to forfake their former Religion, and

reccive his.

Secondly. Foreigners, and fuch as were Strangers to the

Commonwealth of Ifracl, were not compell'd by force to

obferve the Rites of the Mofaical Law. But, on the con-

trary, in the very fame place where it is ordered that an

Exod. 22. Ifraelite that was an Idolater fhould be put to death, there it

is provided that Strangers fould not be vexed nor oppreſſed.

I confefs that the Seven Nations , that pofleft the Land

which was promifed to the Ifraelites, were utterly to be

cut off. But this was not fingly becauſe they were Idola-

ters. For, if that had been the Reafon , why were the

Moabites and other Nations to be fpared ? No ; the Rea-

fon is this. God being in a peculiar manner the King of

the Jews, he could not fuffer the Adoration of any other

Deity (which was properly an Act of High-treafon against

himfelf) in the Land of Canaan, which was his Kingdom.

For fuch a manifeft Revolt could no ways confift with

his Dominion , which was perfectly Political , in that

Country. All Idolatry was therefore to be rooted out of

the Bounds of his Kingdom ; becaufe it was an acknow-

ledgment of another God, that is to fay, another King ;

againſt the Laws of Empire. The Inhabitants were alfo

to be driven out, that the intire poffeffion of the Land

might be given to the Ifraelites. And for the like Reafon

the Emims and the Horims were driven out of their

Countries, by the Children of Efau and Lot ; and their

Deut. 2. Lands, upon the fame grounds, given byGod to the Inva-

ders. But tho all Idolatry was thus rooted out of the

Land of Canaan, yet every Idolater was not brought to

Execution. The whole Family of Rahab, the whole Na-

tion of the Gibeonites, articled with Jofuah, and were al-

lowed by Treaty : and there were manyCaptives amongst

the Jews, who were Idolaters. David and Solomon fub-

dued
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dued many Countries without the Confines of the Land

of Promife, and carried their Conquefts as far as Euphrates.

Amongt fo many Captives taken, fo many Nations re-

duced under their Obedience, we find not one man forced

into the Jewish Religion, and the Worship of the True

God , and punished for Idolatry , tho all of them were

certainly guilty of it. If any one indeed , becoming a

Profelyte, defired to be made a Denison of their Com-

monwealth, he was obliged to fubmit unto their Laws ;

that is, to embrace their Religion. But this he did wil-

lingly, on his own accord, not by constraint. He did not

unwillingly fubmit, to fhew his Obedience ; But he fought

and follicited for it, as a Privilege. Andas foon as he was

admitted, he became fubject to the Laws of the Common-

wealth, by which all Idolatry was forbidden within the

Borders of the Land of Canaan. But that Law (as I have

faid) did not reach to any of thofe Regions , however

fubjected unto the Jews, that were fituated without thofe

Bounds.

Thus far concerning outward Worflip. Let us now

confider Articles of Faith.

The Articles of Religion are fome of them Praffical, and

fomeSpeculative. Now, tho both forts confift inthe Know-

ledge of Truth, yet thefe terminate fimply in the Under-

ftanding, Thofe influence the Willand Manners. Speculative

Opinions, therefore, and Articles ofFaith(as they are called)

which are required only to be believed, cannot be impofed.

on any Church by theLawof the Land. For it is abfurd

that things fhould be enjoyned by Laws, which are not in

mens power to perform. And to believe this or that tobe

true, does not depend upon our Will. But of this enough

has been faid already. But (will fome. fay) let men at

leaſt profeſs that they believe. A fweet Religion indeed,

that obliges men to diflemble, and tell Lies both to God

and Man, for the Salvation of their Souls ! If the Magi-

ftrate
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ftrate thinks to fave men thus, he feems to underſtand lit-

tle of the way of Salvation. Andif he does it not in or-

der to fave them, whyishe fo fo follicitous about the Ar-

ticies of Faith as to enact them by a Law?

Further, The Magiftrate ought not to forbid the Preach-

ing or Profefling of any Speculative Opinions in any

Church, becauſe they have no manner of relation to the

Civil Rights of the Subjects. If a Roman Catholick believe

that to be really the Eody of Chrift, which another man

calls Bread, he does no injury thereby to his Neighbour.

If a few do not believe the New Teftament to be the

Word of God, he does not thereby alter any thing in

mens Civil Rights. If a Heathen doubt of both Tefta-

ments, he is not therefore to be punished as a pernicious

Citizen. The Power of the Magiftrate, and the Eſtates of

the People, may be equally fecure, whether any man be-

lieve thefe things or no. I readily grant, that thefe Opi-

nions are falte and abfurd. But the bufincfs of Laws is

not to provide for the Truth of Opinions, but for the

Safety and Security of the Commonwealth, and of every

particular mans Goods and Perfen. And fo it ought to be.

For Truth certainly would do well enough, if he were

once left to ſhift for her felf. She feldom has received,and I

fear never will receive much Afliftance from the Power of

Great men, to whom she is but rarely known, and more

rarely welcome. She is not taught by Laws, nor has fle

any need of Force to procure her entrance into the minds

of men. Errors indeed prevail by the affiftance of for-

reign and borrowed Succours. But if Truth makes not

her way into the Underſtanding by her own Light, the

will be but the weaker for any borrowed force Violence

can add to her. Thus much for Speculative Opinions.

Let us now proceed to Practical ones.

A Good Life, in whichconfifts not the leaft part of Re-

ligion and true Picty, concerns alfo the Civil Govrnment :

and

1.
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and in it lies the fafety both of Mens Souls, and of the

Commonwealth. Moral Actions belong therefore to the

Jurifdiction both of the outward and inward Court ; both

of the Civil and Domeftick Governor ; I mean, both of

the Magiftrate and Confcience. Here therefore is great

danger, leaft one of thefe Jurifdictions intrench upon the

other, and Difcord arife between the Keeper of the pub-

lick Peace and the Overfeers of Souls. But if what has

been already faid concerning the Limits of both theſe Go-

vernments be rightly confidered, it will cafily remove all

difficulty in this matter.

Everyman has an Immortal Soul, capable of Eternal Hap-

pincfs or Mifery; whofe Happiness depending upon his be-

lieving and doing thofe things in this Life, which are ne-

ceflary to the obtaining of Gods Favour, and are preferi-

bed by God to that end ; it follows from thence, It, That

the obfervance of thefe things is the higheft Obligation that

lies upon Mankind, and that our utmoft Care, Application,

and Diligence, ought to be exercifed in the Scarch and

Performance of them ; Because there is nothing in this

World that is of any confideration in comparifon with E-

ternity. 2dly, That feeing oneMan does not violate the

Right of another, by his Erroneous Opinions, and undue

manner of Worfhip, nor is his Perdition any prejudice to

another Mans Affairs ; therefore the care ofeach Mans Salva-

tion belongs only to hinfelf. But I would not have this un-

derstood, as ifI meant herebyto condemnall charitable Ad-

monitions, and affectionate Endeavours to reduce Men from

Errors ; which are indeed the greateſt Duty of a Chriſtian.

Any one may employ as many Exhortations and Argu-

ments as he pleafes, towards the promoting of another

man's Salvation. But all Force and Compulfion are to be

forborn. Nothing is to be done imperionlly. No body is

obliged in that matter to yield Obedience unto the Ad-

monitions or Injunctions of another, further than he him-

G fdf
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felf is perfwaded. Every man, in that, has thefupreme and

abfolute Authority of judging for himfelf. And the Rea-

fon is, becaufe no body elfe is concerned in it, nor can

receive any prejudice from his Conduct therein.

But befides their Souls, which are Immortal, Men have

alfo theirTemporalLives here upon Earth ; the State where-

of being frail and flecting, and the duration uncertain ; they

haveneed of feveral outward Conveniences to the fupport

thereof, which are to be procured or preferved by Pains

and induftry. For thofe things that are neceflary to the

comfortable fupport of our Lives are not the fpontaneous

Products of Nature, nor do offer themselves fitand pre-

pared for our ufe. This part therefore draws on another

care, and neceflarily gives another Imployment. But the

pravity of Mankind being fuch, that they had rather in-

jurioully prey upon the Fruits of other Mens Labours, than

take pains to provide forthemſelves ; the neceflity of pre-

ferving Mcn in the Poffeflion of what honeft induftry has

already acquired, and alſo of preferving their Liberty and

itrength,whereby theymay acquire what they further want ;

obliges Men to enter into Society with one another ; that

by mutual Affiftance, and joint Force, they may fecure unto

each other their Proprieties, in the things that contribute

to the Comfort and Happiness of this Life ; leaving in

the mean while to every Man the care of his own Eter-

nal Happiness, the attainment whereof can neither be fa-

cilitated by another Mans Induſtry, nor can the lofs of it

urn to another Mans Prejudice, nor thehope ofit be forced

from him by any external Violence. But forafmuch as Mcn

thus entring into Societies, grounded upon their mutual

Compacts of Affiftance, for the Defence of their Tem-

poral Goods, may nevertheless be deprived of them, ci-

ther by the Rapine and Fraud of their Fellow-Citizens, or

by the heftile Violence of Forreigners ; the Remedy of

this Evil confifts in Arms, Riches, and Multitude of Citi-

zens;
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zens ; the Remedy of the other in Laws ; and the Care

of all things relating both to the one and the other , is

committed by the Society to the Civil Magiftrate. This is

the Original, this is the Ufe, and thefe are the Bounds of the

Legiſlative (which is the Supreme) Power, in every Com-

monwealth. I mean, that Provifion maybe made for the

fecurity of each Mans private Pofleflions ; for the Peace,

Riches, and publick Commodities of the whole Pco-

ple ; and, as much as poffible, for the Increase of their

inward Strength, against Forreign Invafions.

Theſe things being thus explain'd, it is cafie to under-

ftand to what end the Legislative Power ought to be di-

rected, and by what Meatures regulated ; and that is the

Temporal Good and outward Profperity of the Society ;

which isthe fole Reafon of Mens entinginto Society, and

the only thing they feek and aim at in it. And it is alfo

evident what Liberty remains to Men in reference to

their eternal Salvation, and that is, that every one fhould

do what he in his Confcience is perfwaded to be ac-

ceptable to the Almighty, on whofe good pleasure and

acceptance depends their eternal Happiücfs. For Cbedi-

ence is due in the firft place to God, and afterwards to

the Laws.

But fome may ask, What if the Magiftrate fould en-

joyn any thing by his Authority that appears unlawful to

the Confcience of a private Perfon ? I answer, That if

Government be faithfully administred, and the Counfels

of the Magiftrate be indeed directed to the publick Good,

this willfeldom happen. But if perhaps it do fo fall out ;

I fay,that fuch a private Perfon is to abftain fromthe Action

that he judges unlawful ; and he is to undergo the Punith-

ment, which it is not unlawful for him to bear. For the pm-

vate Judgment of any Perfon concerning aLaw cacted in

Political Matters , for the publick Good, does not takeaway

the Obligation ofthat Law, nor deferve a Difpentation. Bat

G 2 it
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if the Lawindeed be concerning things that lie not with-

in the Verge of the Magiftrate's Authority; ( as for Exam-

ple, that the People, or any Party amongst them, thould be

compell'd to embrace a firange Religion, and join in the

Worthipand Ceremonies of another Church,) men arenot

in thefe cafes obliged by that Law, againſt their Confi-

ences. For the Political Society is inflituted for no other

end but only to fecure every mans Poffeffion of the things

of this life. The care of each mans Soul, and ofthe things

of Heaven, which neither does belong to the Common-

wealth, nor can be fubjected to it, is left entirely to eve-

ry mans felf. Thus the fafeguard of mens lives , and

of the things that belong unto this life, is the butinefs of

the Commonwealth ; and the preferving of thofe things

unto their Owners is the Duty of the Magiftrate. And

therefore the Magitrate cannot take away thefe worldly

things from this man, or party, and give them to tha:;

nor change Propriety amongst Fellow-Subjects, no not

even by a Law ) for a caufe that has no relation to the

und of Civil Government ; I mean, for their Religion ;

which whether it be true or falfe, does no prejudice to

the worldly concerns of their Fellow-Subjects, which are

the things that only, belong unto the care of the Com-

monwealth.

But what if the Magistrate believe fuch a Law as this to

be for the publick Good ? I anfwer : As the private Judg-

ment of any particular Perfon , if erroneous , does not

exempt him from the obligation of Law, fo the private

judgment ( as I may call it ) ofthe Magiftrate does not

give him any new Right of impofing Laws upon his

jects, which neither was in the Conftitution of the Go-

vernment granted him, nor ever was in the power of the

People togrant : much leß, if he make it his buſineſs to

enrich and advance his Followers and Fellow-fectarics,

with the Spoils of others. But what ifthe Magiftrate

believe
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believe that he has a Right to make fuch Laws, and that

they are for the publick Good ; and his Subjects believe

the contrary? Who fhall be Judge between them? Ian-

fwer, God alone. For there is no Judge upon earth be-

tween the Supreme Magiftrate and the People. Cod, I

fay, isthe only Judge in this cafe , who will retribute unto

every one at the laft day according to his Deferts ; that is,

according to his fincerity and uprightnefs in endeavouring

to promote Fiety, and the publick Weal and Peace of

Mankind. But what fhall be done in the meanwhile?

I anfwer : The principal and chief care of every one ought

to be of his own Soul firft, and in the next place of the

publick Peace : tho' yet there are very few will think ' tis

Peace there, where they fee all laid waite.

There are two forts of Conteſts amongst men; the one

managed by Law, the other by Force : and thefe are of

that nature, that where the one ends, the other always .

begins. But it is not my business to inquire into the

Power of the Magiftrate in the different Conftitutions of

Nations. I only know what ufually happens where Con-

troverfics arife, without a Judge to determine them. You

will fay then the Magiftrate being the ftronger will have

his Will, and carry his point. Without doubt. But the

Queſtion is not here concerning the doubtfulness of the

Event, but the Rule of Right.

. But to come to particulars. I fay, First, No Opinions

contrary to human Society , or to thofe moral Rules

which are neceflary to the prefervation of Civil Society,

are to be tolerated by the Magiftrate. But of thefe indeed

Examples in any Church are rare. For no Seft can easily

arrive to fuch a degree of madnefs, as that it fhould think

fit to teach, for Doctrines of Religion, fuch things as mo-

nifefly undermine the Foundations of Society, and are

therefore condemned by the Judgment of all Mankind :

becauſe their own Interest, Peace, Reputation, every Thing,

would bethereby endangered. Another



4
6 A Le

tt
er

co
nc
er
ni
ng

To
le
ra
ti
on

.

Another more fecret Evil, but more dangerous to the

Commonwealth, is, when men arrogate to themſelves, and

to thofe of their own Sect, fome peculiar Prerogative, co-

vered over with a fpecious thew of deceitful words, but

in effect oppofite to the Civil Right of the Community.

For Example. We cannot find any Sect that teaches ex-

prefly, and openly, that men are not obliged to keep

their Promife; that Princes may be dethroned by thofe

that differ from them in Religion ; or that the Dominion

of all things belongs only to themfelves. For thefe things,

propofed thus nakedly and plainly, would foon draw on

them the Eye and Hand of the Magiftrate, and awaken

all the care of the Commonwealth to a watchfulneſs againſt

the fpreading of fo dangerous an Evil. But nevertheless,

we find thofe that fay the fame things, in other words.

What clfe do theymean, who teach that Faith is not to be

kept with Hereticks ? Their meaning, forfooth, is that the

priviledge of breaking Faith belongs unto themfelves :

For they declare all that are not of their Communiontobe

Hereticks, or at leaſt maydeclare them fo whenfoeverthey

think fit. What can be the meaning of their allerting

that Kings excommunicated forfeit their Cronys and King-

doms ? It is evident that they thereby arrogate unto them-

felves the Power of depofing Kings : becaufe they chal-

lenge the Power of Excommunication, as the peculiar

Right of their Hierarchy. That Dominion is founded in

Grace, is alfo an Aflertion by which thofe that maintain

it do plainly lay claim to the poflefion of all things . For

they are not to wanting to themfelves as not to believe,

or at leaſt as not to profefs, themfelves to be the truly

pious and faithful. Thefe therefore, and the like, who

Attribute unto the Faithful, Religious and Orthodox, that

is, in plain terms, unto themſelves, any peculiar Privi-

ledge or Power above other Mortals, in Civil Concern-

ments
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ments ; or who, upon pretence of Religion, do challenge

any manner of Authority over fuch, as are not affociated

with them in their Ecclefiaftical Communion ; I fay thefe

have no right to be tolerated by the Magistrate; as nei-

ther thofe that will not own and teach the Duty ofto-

lerating All men in matters of meer Religion, For what

do all there and the like Doctrines fignifie , but that they

may, and are ready upon any occafion to feife the Go-

vernment, and poflefs themfelves of the Eftates and For-

tunes of their Fellow-Subjects; and that they only ask

leave to be tolerated by the Magiftrate fo long until they

find themselves ftrong enough to effect it ?

Again That Church can have no right to be tole-

rated by the Magiftrate, which is conftituced upon fuch

a bottom, that all thefe who enter into it, do thereby,

ipfo facto , deliver themfelves up to the Protection and

Service of another Prince. For by this means the Ma-

giftrate would give way to the fettling of a forrein Ju-

rifdiction in his own Country, and fuffer his own People

to be lifted, as it were, for Souldiers againſt his own Ġc-

verniment. Nor does the frivolous and fallacious diftin-

ction between the Court and the Church afford any re-

medy to this Inconvenience ; cfpecially when both the

one and the other are equally fubject to the abfolute Au-

thority of the fame perfon ; who has not only power to

perfwade the Members of his Church to whatfoever he

lifts, either as purely Religious, or in order thereunto,.

but can alſo enjoyn it then on pain ofEternal Fire. It

is ridiculous for any one to profefs himſelf to be a Ma-

humetan only in his Religion, but in every thing clfe a

faithful Subject to a Chriftian Magiftrate, whilft at the

fame time he acknowledges himfelf bound to yield blind

obedience to the Mafri of Conftantinople ; who himself is

intirely obedient to the Ottoman Emperor, and frames the

feigned Oracles of that Religion according to his pleafire.

But
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But this Mahumetan living amongft Chriftians, would yet

more apparently renounce their Government , if he ac-

knowledged the fame Perfon to be Head of his Church

who is the Supreme Magiftrate in the State.

Lajtly, Thofe are not at all to be tolerated who deny

the Being of a God. Promies, Covenants, and Oaths, which

are the Bonds of Humane Society,can have no hold upon an

Atheiſt . The taking away of God,tho but even in thought,

diffolves all. Befides alfo, thofe that by their Atheiſm un-

dermine and deftroy all Religion, can have no pretence

of Religion whereupon to challenge the Privilege of a

Toleration. As for other Practical Opinions, tho not ab-

folutely free from all Error, if they do not tend to efta-

blifh Domination over others, or Civil Japunity to the

Churchin which they are taught, there can be no Reafon

why they fhould not be tolerated .

It remains that I fayfomething concerning thofe Affem-

blies , which being vulgatly called, and perhaps having

fometimes been Conventicles , and Nurferics of Factions

and Seditions, are thought to afford the ftrongest matter

of Objection against this Doctrine of Toleration. But

this has not hapned by any thing peculiar unto the Genius

of fuch Allemblies, but by the unhappy Circumftances of

an opprefled or ill-fetled Liberty. Thefe Accufations

wouldfoon ccafe, if theLaw of Toleration were once fo

fetled, that all Churches were obliged to lay down Tole-

ration as the Foundation of their own Liberty ; and teach

that Liberty of Confcience is every mans natural Right,

equally belongingto Diflenters as to themfelves ; and that

no body ought to be compelled in matters of Religion,

either by Law or Force. The Eftablishment of this one

thing would take away all ground of Complaints and Tu-

mults upon account of Confcience. And theſe Caufes of

Difcontents and Animolities being once removed , there

would remain nothing in thefe Aflemblies that were not

more
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more peaceable, and lefs apt to produce Disturbance of

State, than in any other Meetings whatfoever. But let

us examine particularly the Heads of thefe Accufations.

Youll fay, That Affemblies and Meetings endanger the

Pablick Peace , and threaten the Commonwealth. I an-

fwer: If this be fo, Why are there daily fuch numerous

Meetings in Markets, and Courts of Judicature ? Why are

Crowds upon the Exchange, and a Concourfe of People

in Citics fuffered ? You'll reply ; Thofe are Civil Aftem-

blies ; but Thefe we object against, are Ecclefiaftical. I an.

fwer : 'Tis a likely thing indeed, that fuch Aflemblies as

are altogether remote from Civil Affairs, fhould be moft

apt to embroyl them. O, but Civil Aflemblies are com-

pofed of men that differ from one another in matters of

Religion ; but thefe Ecclefiaftical Meetings are of Perfons

that are all of one Opinion. As if an Agreement in mat-

ters of Religion, were in effect a Confpiracy against the

Commonwealth ; or as if men would not be fo much the

more warmly unanimous in Religion, the lefs liberty they

had of Affembling. But it will be urged ftill, That Ci-

vil Aflemblies are open, and free for any one to enter in-

to ; whereas Religious Conventicles are more private, and

thereby give opportunity to Clandeftine Machinations.

I answer, That this is not ftrictly true : For many Civil

Affemblies are not open to every one. And if fome Re-

ligious Meetings be private, Who are they (I beseech you)

that are to be blamed for it ? thofe that defire, or thofe

that forbid their being publick ? Again ; You'll fay, That

Religions Communion does exceedingly unite mens Minds

and Affections to one another, and is therefore the more

dangerous. But if this be fo, Why is not the Magiftrate

afraid of his own Church; and why does he not forbid

their Affemblies, as things dangerous to his Government?

You'll fay, Becaufe he himself is a Part, and even the

H Head
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Head of them. As if he were not alſo a Part of the

Commonwealth, and the Head of the whole People.

Let us therefore deal plainly. The Magiftrate is afraid

of other Churches , but not of his own ; becauſe he is

kind and favourable to the one, but fevere and cruel to

the other. Thefe he treats like Children , and indulges

them even to Wantonnefs. Thofe he ufes as Slaves ; and

how blamelefly foever they demean themſelves , recom-

penfes them no otherwife than by Gallies, Prifons, Con-

fifcations , and Death. Thefe he cherishes and defends :

Thofe he continually fcourges and opprefles. Let him turn

the Tables : Or let thofe Diflenters enjoy but the fame

Privileges in Civils as his other Subjects, and he will quick-

ly find that thefe Religious Meetings will be no longer

dangerous. For if men enter into Seditious Confpiracies,

'tis not Religion infpires them to it in their Meetings ; bur

their Sufferings and Oppreflions that make them wil-

ling to cafe themfelves. Juft and moderate Govern-

ments are every where quiet, every where fafe. But Op-

preffion raifes Ferments, and makes men ftruggle to caît

off an uneafie and tyrannical Yoke.. I know that Sediti-

ons are very frequently raifed, upon pretence of Religion .

But ' tis as true that, for Religion, Subjects are frequently

ill treated, and live miferably. Believe me, the Stirs that

are made, proceed not from any peculiar Temper of this

or that Church or Religious Society; but from the com-

mon Difpofition of all Mankind , who when they groan

under any heavy Burthen , endeavour naturally to fhake

off theYoke that galls their Necks. Suppofe this Bufinefs

of Religion were let alone , and that there were fome

other Diftinction made between men and men, upon

account of their different Complexions, Shapes, and Fea-

tures, fo that thofe who have black Hair (for example)

or gray Eyes , fhould not enjoy, the fame Privileges as

other
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other Citizens ; that they should not be permitted ei-

ther to buy or fell , or live by their Callings ; that

Parents fhould not have the Government and

Education of their own Children ; that all ſhould ei-

ther be excluded from the Benefit of the Laws , or

meet with partial Judges ; can it be doubted but thefe

Perfons, thus diftinguished from others by the Colour

of their Hair and Eyes, and united together by one

common Perfecution , would be as dangerous to the

Magiftrate, as any others that had aflociated themſelves

meerly upon the account of Religion? Some enter

into Company for Trade and Profit : Others, for want

of Bufinefs, have their Clubs for Clarret. Neighbour-

hood joyns fome, and Religion others. But there is

one only thing which gathers People into Seditious

Commotions, and that is Oppreffion.

You'llfay ; What, will youhave People to meet at Di-

vineService against the Magiftrates Will? Ianfwer; Why,

I pray,against his Will? Is it not bothlawful and neceflary

that they fhould meet? Againft his Will,do you fay? That's

what I complain of. That is the very Root of all the

Miſchief. Why are Affemblies lefs fufferable in a Church

than in a Theater or Market ? Thofc that meet there

are not either more vicious , or more turbulent, than

thofe that meet elfewhere. The Bufines in that is,

that they are ill ufed , and therefore they are not to

be fuffered. Take away the Partiality that is ufed

towards them in matters of Common Right; change

the Laws , take away the Penalties unto which they

are fubjected, and all things will immediately become

fafe and peaceable ; Nay, thofe that are averfe to the

Religion of the Magiftrate , will think themfelves fo

much the more bound to maintain the Peace of the

Commonwealth , as their Condition is better in that

6747 H 2
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place than elfewhere; And all the feveral feparate Con-

gregations , like fo many Guardians of the Publick

Peace, will watch one another, that nothing may be

innovated or changed in the Form of the Govern-

ment : Becauſe they can hope for nothing better than

what they already enjoy ; that is, an equal Condition

with their Fellow-Subjects, under a juft and moderate

Government. Now if that Church , which agrees in

Religion with the Prince, be eftecmed the chief Sup-

port of any Civil Government, and that for no other

Reafon (as has already been fhewn ) than because the

Prince is kind , and the Laws are favourable to it ;

how much greater will be the Security of a Government,

where all good Subjects , of whatfoever Church they

be, without any Diftinction upon account of Religion,

enjoying the fame Favour of the Prince, and the fame

Benefit of the Laws , fhall become the common Sup-

port and Guard of it ; and where none will have any

occafion to fear the Severity of the Laws , but thofe

that do Injuries to their Neighbours , and offend

againſt the Civil Peace ?

That we may draw towards a Conclufion. The

Sum of all we drive at is , That every Man may er

joy the fame Rights that are granted to others. Is it

permitted to worship God in the Roman manner?

Let it be permitted to do it in the Geneva Form alfo.

Is it permitted to fpeak Latin in the Market-place ?

Let thoſe that have a mind to it, be permitted to do

it alfo in the Church. Is it lawfull for any man in

his own Houfe, to kneel, ftand, fit, or ufe any other

Poſture ; and to cloath himſelf in White or Black, in

fhort or in long Garments ? Let it not be made unlaw-

ful to eat Bread , drink Wine , or wash with Water,

in the Church. In a Word : Whatfoever things , are

left
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left free by Law in the common occafions of Life, let

them remain free unto every Church in Divine Wor-

hip. Let no Mans Life, or Body, or Houfe, or Eſtate,

Luffer any manner of Prejudice upon thefe Accounts.

Can you allow of the Presbyterian Difcipline ? Why

hould not the Epifcopal alfo have what they like ?

Ecclefiaftical Authority, whether it be adminiftred by

the Hands of a fingle Perfon, or many, is every where

the fame ; and neither has any Jurifdiction in things

Civil , nor any manner of Power of Compulfion,

nor any thing at all to do with Riches and Reve

nues.

Ecclefiaftical Affemblies, and Sermons , are juftified

by daily experience, and publick allowance. Thefe

are allowed to People of fome one Perfwafion : Why

not to all . If any thing pafs in a Religious Meeting

feditioufly , and contrary to the publick Peace, it is to

be punished in the fame manner, and no otherwife,

than as if it had happened in a Fair or Market. Thefe

Meetings ought not to be Sanctuaries for Factious

and Flagitious Fellows : Nor ought it to be lefs law-

ful for Men to meet in Churches than in Halls : Nor

are one part of the Subjects to be eftcemed more

blameable; for their meeting together, than others. Eve-

ry one is to be accountable for his own Actions ; and

no Man is to be laid under a Sufpition , or Odium,

for the Fault of another. Thofe that are Seditious,

Murderers,Thieves, Robbers, Adulterers, Slanderers, &c..

of whatſoever Church , whether National or not ,

ought to be punished and fuppreffed. Butthofe whofe

Doctrine is peaceable, and whofe Manners are pure

and blameless , ought to be upon equal Terms with

their Fellow-Subjects. Thus if Solemn Aflemblies ,

Obfervations of Feftivals, publick Worship, be per-

mitted
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mitted to any one fort of Profeffors ; all these things

ought to be permitted to the Presbyterians , Indepen-

dents , Anabaptifts , Arminians , Quakers , and others,

with the fame Liberty. Nay, if we may openly ſpeak

the Truth, and as becomes one Man to another, nci-

ther Pagan, nor Mahumetan, norJew, ought to be ex-

cluded from the Civil Rights of the Commonwealth,

becauſe of his Religion . The Gofpel commands no fuch

1 Cor. 5. 12 , thing. The Church, which judges not those that are

without, wants it not. And the Commonwealth, which

embraces indifferently all Men that are honeft, peace-

able and induftrious , repuires it not. Shall we fuf-

fer a Pagan to deal and Trade with us, and fhall we

not fuffer him to pray unto and worship God ? If

we allow the Jews to have private Houſes and Dwel-

lings amongst us, Why fhould we not allow them to

have Synagogues ? Is their Doctrine more falfe, their

Worship more abominable, or is the Civil Peace more

endangered, by their meeting in publick than in their

private Houſes ? But if these things may be granted to

Jews and Pagans, furely the condition of any Chrifti-

ans ought not to be worse than theirs in a Chriftian

Commonwealth.

You'll fay, perhaps , Yes , it ought to be : Becaufe

they are more inclinable to Factions, Tumults, and

Civil Wars.. I anfwer : Is this the fault of the Chri-

ftirn Religion ? If it be fo, truly the Chriftian Reli-

gion is the worst of all Religions, and ought neither

to be embraced by any particular Perfon, nor tolera-

ted by any Commonwealth. For if this be the Genius,

this the Nature of the Chriftian Religion, to be tur-

bulent, and destructive to the Civil Peace, that Church.

it felf which the Magiftrate indulges will not always

be innocent. But far be it from us to fay any fuch

thing
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thing of that Religion, which carries the greateft op-

pofition to Covetoufhefs, Ambition, Difcord, Contention,

and all manner of inordinate Defires ; and is the inoft

modcft and peaceable Religion that ever was.
We muft

therefore feck another Caufe of thofe Evils that are

charged upon Religion. And if we confider right,

we fhall find it to confift wholly in the Subject that I

am treating of. It is not the diverfity of Opini-

ous, ( which cannot be avoided ) but the refufal of

Toleration to thofe that are of different Opinions,

(which might have been granted ) that has proditced

all the Buftles and Wars, that have been in the Chri-

ftian World, upon account of Religion. The Heads

and Leaders of the Church , moved by Avarice and

infatiable defire of Dominion , making ufe of the im

moderate Ambition of Magiftrates , and the credulous

Superftition of the giddy Multitude , have incenfed

and animated them against thofe that diffent from

themſelves ; by preaching unto them, contrary to the

Laws of the Gospel and to the Precepts of Charity,

That Schifmaticks and Hereticks are to be outed of

their Pofleflions, and deftroyed. And thus have they

mixed together and confounded two things that are

in themſelves moft different, the Church and the Com-

monwealth. Now as it is very difficult for men pa-

tiently to fuffer themſelves to be ftript of the Goods,

which they have got by their honeft Induftry ; and

contrary to all the Laws of Equity, both Humane and

Divine, to be delivered up for a Prey to other mens

Violence and Rapine ; cfpecially when they are other-

wife altogether blameless ; and that the Occafion for

which they are thus treated does not at all belong to

the Jurifdiction of the Magiftrate , but intirely to the

Confcience of every particular man ; for the Conduct

of
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of which he is accountable to God only ; What cife

can be expected, but that thefe men, growing weary

of the Evils under which they labour , fhould in the

end think it lawful for them to refift Force with

Force, and to defend their natural Rights (which are

not forfeitable upon account of Religion ) with Arms

as well as they can ? That this has been hitherto the

ordinary Courfe of things , is abundantly evident in

Hiftory: And that it will continue to be fo hereaf-

ter, is but too apparent in Reafon. It cannot indeed

be otherwife, fo long as the Principle of Perfecution

for Religion fhall prevail , as it has done hitherto,

with Magiftrate and People ; and fo long as thofe

that ought to be the Preachers of Peace and Con-

cord, fhall continue , with all their Art and Strength,

to excite men to Arms , and found the Trumpet of

War. But that Magiftrates fhould thus fuffer thefe In-

cendiaries, and Disturbers of the Publick Peace, might

justly be wondred at ; if it did not appear that they

have been invited by them unto a Participation of

the Spoil , and have therefore thought fit to make

ufe of their Covetoufnefs and Pride as means where-:

by to increase their own Power. For who does not

fee that thefe Good Men are indeed more Miniſters

of the Government , than Minifters of the Goſpel ;

and that by flattering the Ambition , and favouring

the Dominion of Princes and men in Authority, they

endeavour with all their might to promote that Ty-

ranny in the Commonwealth , which otherwife they

fhould not be able to eſtabliſh in the Church ? This

is the unhappy Agreement that we fee between the

Church and State. Whereas if cach of them would

contain it felf within its own Bounds, the one attend-

ing to the worldly Welfare of the Commonwealth,

the
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the other to the Salvation of Souls , it is impoffible

that any Difcord fhould ever have hapned between

them. Sed, pudet bac opprobria, &c. God Almighty grant,

I befeech him , that the Gospel of Peace may at

length be preached , and that Civil Magiftrates grow-

ing more careful to conform their own Confciences

to the Law of God , and lefs follicitous about the

binding of other mens Confciences by Humane Laws,

may , like Fathers of their Country, direct all their

Counfels and Endeavours to promote univerfally the

Civil Welfare of all their Children ; except only of

fuch as are arrogant , ungovernable , and injurious to

their Brethren , and that all Ecclefiaftical men , who

boaſt themſelves to be the Succeffors of the Apoſtles,

walking peaceably and modeftly in the Apoftles fteps,

without intermedling with State-Affairs , may apply

themſelves wholly to promote the Salvation of Souls.

D

E

Farewell.

Erhaps it may not be amis to add a few things

concerning Herefy and Schifin. A Turk is not, nor

can be, either Heretick or Schifmatick, to a Chriſhian :

and if any man fall off from the Chriftian Faith to Ma-

humetiúin, he does not thereby become a Heretick or

Schifmatick, but an Apoftate and an Infidel. This no

body doubts of. And by this it appears that men of

different Religions cannot be Hereticks or Schifmaticks

to one another..

We are to enquire therefore, what men are ofthe

fame Religion. Concerning which, it is manifeft that

thofe who have one and the fame Rule of Faith and

Worship, are of the fame Religion: and thofe who

I have
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have have not the fame Rule of Faith and Worship

are of different Religions. For fince all things that

belong unto that Religion are contained in that Rule,

it follows neceflarily that thofe who agree in one Rale

are of one and thefame Religion; and vice verf . Thus

Turks and Chriflians are of different Religions : becaufe

thele take the Holy Scriptures to be the Rule of their

Religion, and thofe the Alcoran. And for the fame

reafon, there may be different Religions alfo even a-

mongt Chriftians. The Papists and the Lutherans, tho'

both of them profefs Faith in Chrift, and are there-

fore called Chriftians , yet are not both of the fame

Religion: becaufe Thefe acknowledge nothing but the

HolyScriptures to be the Rule and Foundation oftheir

Religion ; Thofe take in alfo Traditions and the De-

crees of Popes, and of thefe together make the Rule

of their Religion. And thus the Chriftians of St. John

( as they are called ) and the Chriftians of Geneva are

of different Religions : becaufe Thefe alfo take onlythe

Scriptures ; and Thofe I knownot what Traditions, for

the Rule of their Religion.

This being fetled, it follows ; First, that Herely is

a Separation made in Ecclcfiaftical Communion between .

men of the fame Religion, for fome Opinions no way

contained in the Rule it felf. And Secondly, that a-

mong those who acknowledge nothing but the Holy

Scriptures to be their Rule of Faith, Herefy is a Sepa-

ration made in their Chriftian Communion, for Opi-

hions not contained in the express words of Scripture.

Now this Separation may be made in a twofold man-

ner.

1. When the greater part, or ( by the Magistrate's

Patronage ) the ftronger part. of the Church feparate :

it felf from others, by excluding them out ofher Com-

munion, becauſe they will not profefs their Belief of

certain
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scrtain Opinions which are not the exprefs words of the

Scripture. For it is not the paucity of thofe that are

foparated , nor the Authority of the Magitrate, that

can make any man guilty of Herefy. But he only is

an Heretick who dividesthe Church into parts, intro-

duces Names and Marks of Diftinction, and voluntari-

ly makes a Separation becaufe of fuch Opinions.

2. When any one feparates himfelf from the Com-

munion of a Church , becauſe that Church does not

publickly profefs fome certain Opinions which theHo-

ly Scriptures do not exprefly teach.

•

Both thefe are Hereticks : because they err in Fun-

damentals , and they err obfinately against Knowledge.

For when they have determined the Holy Scriptures to

be the only Foundation of Faith, they nevertheleſs lay.

down certain Propofitions as fundamental, which are

not in the Scriptures and becaufe others will not ac-

knowledge thefe additional Opinions of theirs , nor

build upon them as if they were neceflary and furda-

mental, theytherefore make a Separation in the Church ;

either by withdrawing themfelves from the others, or

expelling the others from them. Nor does it fignific

any thing for them to fay that their Confeflions and

Symboles are agreeable to Scripture, and to the Artalo-

gy of Faith. For if they be conceived in the express

words of Scripture, there can be no queftion about

them; because thofe things are acknowledged by all

Chriftians to be ofDivine Infpiration, and therefore

fundamental. But if they faythat the Articles which

they require to be profef'd, are Confequences deduced

from the Scripture ; it is undoubtedly well done of

them who believe and profefs fuch things as feem umo

them ſo agrecable to the Rule of Faith. But it would be

very ill done to obtrude thoſe things upon others, unto

whom they do notfeem to be the indubitable Doctrines

I 2 of
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of the Scripture. And to make a Separation for fuch

things as thefe, which neither are nor can be funda-

mental, is to become Hercticks. For I do not think

there is any man arrived to that degree of madness, as

that he dare give out his Confequences and Interpreta-

tions of Scripture as Divine Infpirations, and compare

the Articles of Faith that he has framed according to

his own Fancy with the Authority of the Scripture.

I know there are fome Propofitions fo evidently agree-

able to Scripture, that no body can deny them to be

drawn from thence : but about thofe therefore there

can be no difference. This only I fay, that however

clearly we may think this or the other Doctrine to

be deduced from Scripture,..we ought not therefore to

impofe it upon others, as a neceflary Article of Faith

because we believe it to be agreeable to the Rule of

Faith ; unless we would be content alfo that otherDo-

&trines fhould be impofed upon us in the fame manner;

and that we fhould be compell'd to receive and profefs

all the different and contradictory Opinions of Luthe-

rans, Caluinifts, Remonstrants, Anabaptifts , and other

Sects, which the Contrivers of Symbols, Syftems and

Confeflions, are accuſtomed to deliver unto their Fol-

lowers as genuine and neceflary Deductions from the

Holy Scripture. I cannot but wonder at the extra-

vagant arrogance of thofe men who think that they

themfelves can explain things neceflary to Salvation more

clearly than the Holy Ghoft, the Eternal and Infinite

Wifdom of God.

Thus much concerning Herefy; which, word in com-

mon ufe is applied only to the Doctrinal part of Reli-

gion. Let us now confider Schifm, which is a Crime

near a-kin to it. For both thofe words feem unto me

to fignifie an ill-gronnded Separation in Ecclefiaftical

Communion, made about things not neceffary. But

fince
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fince Ufe, which is the Supream Law in matter of Lan-

guage, has determined that Herefy relates to Errors in

Faith, and Schifin to thofein Worthip or Difcipline, we

muft confider them under that Diftinction.

Schifm then, for the fame reafons that have already

been alledged, is nothing elfe but a Separation made

in the Communion ofthe Church, upon account offome-

thing in Divine Worship, or Ecclefiaftical Difcipline, that

is not any neceflary part of it. Now nothing in Wor-

fhip or Difcipline can be neceflary to Chriftian Com-

munion, but what Chrift our Legiflator, or the Apo-

ftles, by Inspiration of the Holy Spirit, have comman-

ded in exprefs words.

In a word: He that denies not any thing that the

holy Scriptures teach in exprefs words, nor makes a

Separation upon occafion of any thing that is not ma-

nifeftly contained in the Sacred Text ; however he may

be nick-named by any Sect of Chriftians, and declared

byfome, or all ofthem to be utterly void oftrue Chri-

ftianity, yet indeed and in truth this man cannot be

either a Heretick or Schifinatick.

Theſe things might have been explained more large-

ly, and more advantageoufly ; but it is enough to have

hinted at them, thus briefly, to a Perfon ofyour parts.

FINIS.
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