Digitized by GOOS[(’,



—— .
,- A .
’
\
'
- - PR .
~ . - LY n‘ ~-
N .
.
. [ [
i .
. .
N - 4 .
- \ . > . v L
{ 3 \ o
N y . - - ~ .

- —_——. e e e - .




TO THE |
E A D E R

”'\he F; ifiing Lctter CONCErnIng
3 Toleration , firft Tiinted in

Latin this wery Tear, in Hol-
latnl bas already been Tranfluted botk in-
t)- Dntm and Freach bo general and
ﬁeea’" 2 Apprebativn vy ther efore be-
/[eJL its ﬁoom*zl)[e lﬁce]tzo/z 7it kng-
Jand. 1 thiik m‘.u,l there # no Nition
under Heaven, in which [o sineh bas al-
ready /c% f'u po that uu/juf as Osrry.
But- vet certainly there i i People 1hat
fand in more nced of baving ﬁmv i/Jua
*’;1 ther both [ ml and doue d/;zannff */)cm

J
i this P uz*zf P JVe do,

Cur

4 .



To the Reader.

Owur Governient bas not only been par-
tial in Marters of Religion; but thofe alfo
who bave fufered u uhd:r that P‘zrtm!ztv
aid have therefore endeavonred by their
Writings 1o vindicate their owir Rights
©ard Liberties, kave for the n:oft part done
it upon marrow Principles, ﬁamz’ ouly 1o
the Interefts of their oivm Selfs.

1 bis narrownefs of Spirit on all frdes
bas undoubtedly been the principal OCmﬁon
of onr Miferies aud Confufions. But woat-
ever have beeiz the Occafion, it is now bigh
time to feek for a thorow Cure. FVe /m‘ve
weed of more generois Remedies than what
bave yet veen wnade ufe of in onr Diftens-
per. It ds meither Declarations of Indul-
gence, nor Ads of Comprehenfion, fuch
as bave yer been praffifed or projected
ainorgft wus, that can do the Work.  The
forft will but palliate, the fecond encrcaﬁr

onr Evil,

Abfolute

_ ——_—_—_—— e - e




TR N e L

To the Reader, -

Abfolute Liberty, 927 and True Liber-
vy, Equal and Impariisl Liberty | s the
1hing that we fand in need of. Now tho
tois bas indeed been mich talled of, I dorbs
1t bas not been niich underfpocd ; 1 am fure
not at all prailifed, either by our Gover-
nours towards the People in general or by
any Diffenting Parties of the Pegple to-
wards one anotber,

I cannos therefire but bope that this
Dilcourfe | which treats of that Subjeci,
bowever briefly, yet more exactly than iy
we bave yet [een, demonfirating both the
Equitablenefs and Practicablenefs of  the
thing, will be efteemed bighly feafonable, by
all Men thar bhave Souls lirge enough to
prefer the true Intereft of the Publick be-
fore that of a Paryy,

It 35 for the wfe of fuch as are elready
Jo fpirited, or 1o infpire thar Spirit iuty
toofe that are ot that I bave Lranflated

i



To the Reader.
it iuto owr Langiuage.  Dut the thing it

[elf ds fo fhort, that it will not bear a longer

Prefuce. 1 leave it therefore to the Con-
frderation of my Conntrymen, and beartily
wilh they sy utike the ufe of it that it
appers to be defigned for, |



A

LETTER
CONCERNING

TOLERATION.

Henoured Sir,

;(wv'ﬁ%

Ince you are p!calcd to inquire what are my
Thoughts about the mntual Toleration of Chri-

ftiaps 10 thar diiferene Profeflions of Rcligion, 1

muft nceds anfwer you freely, That 1 eftecin thac
Toleraiion to be the chief Charatteriftical Mark of

the True Church. For whatfoever fome People boaft of
the Am‘qmry of Fuces and Names, cr of the Pomp of

their Guaward Worflip 5 Odiers, of the Reformation of

their Diiciplines  Ally of the Orthodoxy of their Faith 3
(tor every one is Ounodox to himiclf:) Thefe things, and
all others of thie nature, are much rather Marks of Meu
frriving tor Power and hm pire over one another, than of
the Church of Chiift. Lct any one have never 1o truc a
Claim roali thefe things, yet if he be deftitute of Charity,
Mecknefs, and Good-will in general towards all Mankin,
cven to thofe that are not Chrittians, he is cerainly yet
thort of being a truc Chiiltan himiclf.  The Nings of the
Gentiles exercafe Lordbip over them, faid cur Saviour to his
Dx!u“ks, but ye fhall uot be fo. The Butinef of Trie Re
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A Letter concerning Toleration.

ligion is quite another thing. Icis not infiituted in order

“to the erecting of an cxrernal Porrp, nor to the cbtainire:
- of Ecdlcfiaftical Dominion, nor to the cxerafing of con-

fulfive Force 5 but to the.regnlating of Mens Lives ac-
cording to the Rules of Vertue and Picty.  Whofoever
will lifc him{df under the Lanner of Chnlt, muft i the
firlt place, and above all things, make War upon his own

‘Lufts and Vices. It s in vain for any Man to uiurp the

Name of Chriftian, without Holines of Life, Purity of
Manners, and Benignity and Meekndds of Spirit. Le/ every
one that mawmeth the Nume of Chrift, depart from iniquity.
Thon, when thou art converted, [lrengthen thy Brethren, 121
our Lord to Peier. 1t wouldl mdeed be very hard for one
that appears carelefs about his own Salvation, to perfuade
me that he were extreamly concern'd for mine. For it is
impofiible that thefe fhould fincerely and heartily apply
themfcdves to miake other People Chriftians, who have not
really embraced the Chrithan Religion n their own Hearts.
It the Gofrel and the Apoltles may be credited, no Man
¢ be a Chrfuan withour Charity, and without tha Fuirh
which works, not by Force, but by Lese. Now I appeal
to the Confuicnces of thofe that perfeeute, tormene, de-
frrov, and kill other Men upon pretence of Ridigion, whe-
ther they do it cvt of Friendthip and Kindnefs towards
them, or no s And § (hall then inleed, and nor till then,
belicve they do o, whea 1 thall fee thele fiery Zealots cor-
sednng, in the {ame manner, thewr Friends and tamifar Ac-
quaintance, tor the mwaiicdt Sins they commit again( the
Frecepts of the Gofpel 3 when T {hall fee them profecite
with Fire and Sword the Members of their own Comnui-
nion that are tainted with enormous Viees, and withont
Amendwient are 1n danger of etermal Perdiion 5 and when
tthall Ko them thas expiefs their Love and Defire of the
Salvation of therr Souis, by the mfliction of Tonnents,
and exerdile of all manner of Cruelites.  For if it be our

ot




A Letter ‘co)zcer;-n'-ng Toleration.

of a Principle of Charity, as they pretend, and Love to
Mens Souls, that they deprive them of their Eftates, maim
them with corporal Punithments, ftarve and torment them
in noifom Prifons, and in the end even take away their

Y

Lives 5 I fay, if all this be done meerly to make Men-

Chriftians, and procure their Saivation, Why then do they
(uffcr Whoredors, Frawd, Malice, and fuch like enormitics,
which (according to the Apoftle) maniteftly rcllith of Hea-
thenith Corruption, to predominate fo much and abound
amongft their Flocks and Peopie? Thefe, and fuch like
things, are certainly more contrary to the Glery of God, to
the Purity of the Church, and to the Salvation of Souls,
than any confcientious Difient frem Ecelefiaftical Decifions,
or Separation from Publick Worfhip, whillt accompanicd
with Innocency of Life. Vvhy then does this burning
Zeal for God, for the Church, and for the Salvadon of
-Souls3 burning, I fay, literally, with Fire and Faggot 5 paly
by thoft moral Vices and Wickeduefles, without any Cha-
(tifement, which are acknowledged by all Men to be di:-
metrically oppofite tu the Profeflion of Chriftianity 5 and
bend all its Nerves dither to the mtreducing of Cereimo-
mes, or to the eftablilhment of Opinicns, vwhich for the
moft part are about nice and intricate Matters, that exceed
the Capacity of ordinary Underftandings 2 Which of the
Parties contending about thefe things is in the right, which
of them is guilty of Schiim or Hercfie, whether thofe that
domineer or thofe that fuffer, will then atlaft be manifeft,
when the Caufe of their Seraration conies to be judged of.
He certainly that follows Chrift , embraces his Dotirine,
and bears his Yoke, tho' he forfake both Father and Mo-
ther, {cparate from the Publick Aflimblies and Ceremenics
of his Country, or whomforver, or whatfoever elie Le
relinquithes, will not then be judged an Heretick. _

Now, tho’ the Divifions that are amowgft Sccts fhould be
allowed to be never fo cbltruttive ¢f the Salvation of

b 2 Souls,

Rom, 1.
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A Letter concerning Toleration.

Sculs 3 yet neverthelels Adultery, Fornication, Oncleanneys,
Lajciviouicis, Livlatiy, and fuch like things, canwot be de-
nied to be Worls of the Flefh s concerning which the Apo-
fle has expretly declared, that they who do therm fhad nor
inkerit the Kingdons of God. Whofoever thercfore is fia-
cerely follicitous about the Kingdom of Gol, and thinks
it his Duty to endeaveur the knlargement of it among®
Men, ought to apply bimfelf with nolefs care and indu-
ftry to the reoting out of thefe Immoralities, than to the
Exirpation of Scits.  But if any one do otherwile, and
whillt he s crucl and implacable towards thole thae ditfer
from him in Opinion, he be indulgenr to fuch Iniqoiies
and Immoraliies as are unbecoming the Name cf a Chri-
{tian, let fuch a one talk never fo muck of the Church, he
plainly demonftrates by his Achons, that “tis another King-
dom Le aims at, and not the Advancement of the Kingdon
of God.

That any Man fhould think fit to caufe another Mon,
vhofe Salvation he heartily defires, to expire in Torments,
and that even in an unconverted eftate, would, I cenfefs,
feem very {trange 1o me, and, 1 think, to any other alio.
But no body, furdly, will cver bdieve that fuch a Car-
rge can proceced from Chariiy, Love, or Good-will.
It any one naintain that Men ought to be compelled by
Fire and Sword to profefs certain Doltrines, and conform
to this or thatexteriour Worfhip, without any regard had
unto thaar Morals 5 1f any one endeavour to convert thefe
that are Erroncous unto the Fauthi, by forcing them to
profefs things that they do not believe, and allowing them
to praltife things that the Gofpel does not permie 5 1t can-
not be doubted indced but fuch a one 1s defirolis to have
a muneros Affembly jovned in the fame Profefiion with
himfclts but that he principally intends by thofe mcans
to compofe a truly Chriftian Church, is altogether incre-
dible. Tt is not therefore to be wondred at, 1t thofe who

do




A Letter concerning Toleration.

do not really contend for the Advancement of the true
Recligion, and of the Church of Chrift, make ufe of Arms
that do not bclong to the Chriftian Warfare. It like the
Caprain of our Salvation, they ﬁmcrdy defired the Goed
of Souls, they woulld tread i the Steps, and tollow the
perfed Example of that Prince of Peace, who feat out his
Soldicrs to the fubduing of Nations, na\l gathering them
ito his Chuarch, not amud with the S woxu, or oiner In-
{fcruments of l*orcs., but prepared with the Gotpel of
Pcace, and wirh the Exemplary Holinefs of their Conver-
fation. Thiswashis Mcthod.  Tho' if Infidels were to be
converted by torce, if thofe thacare either blind or ob-
{tinate were to be drawn oft trom their Errors by Arnied
Soldiers, we know very well that 1t was much more eafie
for Him to do it with Armies of Heavenly Legions, than
for any Son of the Chuarch, how potent foever, with all
his Dragoons:

The Toleration of thofe that differ from others in Mat-
ters ot Religion, 1s {o agrecable to the Gofpel ot Jefus
Chiitt, and to the genaine Reafon of Mankind, that it
fcems monftrous tor Men to be fo blind, as not to perceive
the Necetlity and Advantage of 1t, in o clear a Light, 1
wiil not here tax the Prde and Ambition of fome, the
Paffion and ancharitable Zeal of others. Thete are Faults
from which Humane Afiairs can perhaps ftarce ever be
portectly freed 5 bae yet fuch as no bedy will bear the plain
Impatation of, without covering them with fome fpecious
Colour 5 and o pretend o Commendauen, whilft they are
carricd away by their own irregular Paflions.  But howe-
ver, that fomme may net colour their Spirie of Perfecation
and unchriftian Cruclty with a Pretence of Care of the
Publick Weal, and Obfervatien of the Laws: and that
oihers, under pretence of Religion, may not feck Iinpu-
nity for their Libertimifin and Licentioufnefs 5 in a word,
~that none may impote either upon himfeit or others, l}»}v

the



A Letter concerning Toleration.

the Pretences of Loyalty and Obedience to the Prince, or
of Tendernefs and Sincerity in the Woithip of God 5 1
efteem it above all things neceflary to ditiinguifh exadtly
the Bufinefs of Civil Governmtent from that of Religion,
and to fettle the juft Bounds that lie between the one and
the other. If this be not done, there can be no end put
to the Controveriies that will be always a:iling, between
thofe that have, or at leaft pretend to have, on the one
fide, a Concernment for the Interelt of Mens Sculs, and on
the other fide, a Care of the Commonwecalth.

. The Commonwealith fcems to me to be a Society of
Men conftituted only for the procaiing, preferving, and
advancirg of their own Gicil Luterefls.

Ciwvil {uterefts T call Lite, Liberty, Health, and Indolency
of Body 3 and the Pofleflion of outwara things, fuch as
Money, Lands, Houfes, Furniture, and the like.

It 15 the Dutv of the Civil Magiftrate, by the imparual
Exccution of equal Laws, to {ccure unto all the Feople m
general, and to every one ot his Subjets in pariicular, the
juft Poileflion of thcfe thirgs belonging to this Life.  If
any one prefume to violate the Lawy o_t Publi‘ck ju\(‘ticc and
: Equity, eltablithed for the Prefervation of thefe thiags,
his Prefumption is to be check’'d by the fear of Punith-
roent, confilting of the Deprivation or Diminution of thof
Civil Intercfts, or Goods, which otherwile he might and
ought to enjoy. But feeing no Man does willingly futier
him@lf to be punifhed by the Deprivation of any part ot
his Goods, and much lefs of his Liberty or Lite, therefore
is the Magifirate armed with the Force and Strength of all
his Subjcéts, in order tothe puntihment of thoie that vio-
late any other Man’s Rights. _

Now that the whole Juri{diftion of the Magiftrate rca-
thes only to thefe Civil Cencernments 3 and thac all Civil
Power, Right and Dominon, s bounded and confined o
the only care of promoting thefe thingss and that it x;lei-'

ther




A Letter concerning ‘Toleration.

ther can nor ought in any manner to be extended to the
Salvation of Souls, thcte following Confilerations feem vn-
to me abuadantly to demonftrate.

Firft, Becaufe the Care of Souls 15 not committed to
the Civil Magiftrate, any more than to other dien. It is not
committed unto him, Tlay, by God s beeuufe itappears not
that Ged has ever given any fuch Authority to one Man
over another, as to compell any one to his Religion. Nor
can any f{uch Power be vefted in the Magiltraie by the
confent of the People 5 becaufe no man can f{o far abandon
the care of hisown Salvation, as blindly to leaveit to the
choice of any other, whether Prince or Subject, to pre-
fcribe to him what Faith or Worthip hethall embrace. For
Mo Man can, if he would, conform his Faith to the Dittates
of another.  All the Life and Power of true Religion con-
fi'ts in the inward and full perfwafion of the mind 5 and
Fairh is not Faith withour believing.  Whatever Profcf~
fion we make, to whatever outward Worfhip we conform,
it we are not fully fatisfied 1 our ownmnind that the one
1s trae, and the other well pleafing unto God , fuch Pro-
teilion anl fuch Pradtice, far from being any furiherance,
are indeed great Obftacles to our Salvation. Forin this
manuer, inftead of exoiating other Sins by the excrcife of
Rehigion, 1 fiy 1 offering thus unto God Almighty fuch
a Worlhip as we efltean to be difpleafing unto him, we
add unro the nunber of our other fins, thofe alto ot
Hyopocrifie, and Contempt of his Divine Mujefty.

Iz the fecond place.  The care of Souls cannot belong
to the Civil Magiftrate, becaufe his Power confilts only
in outward force 3 but true and faving Religion confilts
in the inward perfwafion of the Mind , wichour which
nothing can be acceptable to God.  And fuch is the na-
ture of the Underftanding, that it cannot be compell’d
to the belief of any thing by outward fcree. Confifca-
tion of Eftate, Imprifonment, Torments, nothing of that

nature
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rature can have any fuch Efficacy as to make Men change
the inward ]uugmcnt that they have framed of things.
It mayv indced be alledged, that the Magiltrate may
nl\c ufe of Argnments, and ‘(u(‘l(‘by draw the Heterodox
uto the way of Truth, and procure their Salvaton. 1
grantits bue this is common to him with other Men. Ta
teaching. inftructirg, and redrefi ng the Erioneous by Rea-
fon, te way ccramly do what beeernes any good Man to
do. Magiftizey dees not oblige him to put of either Hu-
rmanity or Chrifti: antty. But itis one thing to perfwadle,
another tocommand 5 one thing to prefs w 1th Argumcnts,
avother with l"cnnltics. This Civil Power alonc has a
right to do; tothe other Cood-will 15 Authority enouigh,
Every Man ha: Commifiion to admonith, exhors, convinee
another of Frror, and by reafening to draw him into Truth:
but to give Laws, receive Obedience, and compel with the
Sword., bdongs to none but the Magiftrate, And upon this
ground Tathrm, that the Magiftrate’s Power extends not to
the ettabhfhing of.mv Articles of Faith,or Forms ot Worthip,
by the force of kis Laws. For I aws are of no force at all
without Penalties, and Penalties in this cafe are abfolure-
lv LNPCIThICNt 5 becaufc they are not proeper to convince
enund.  Neither the FProfefiion of any Articles of Faith,
nor the Conformiry to any outward Form of Worthip (‘1:.
has alrcady been 3id) can be available to the Salvaton of
Souls, unlefs the t.nt‘\ of the one, and the acceprab xcncﬁ
of the other unte God, be thorouonl\ be! uvcd thole
that {0 profefs and pradiife. Buc Penalties 2re no wavs
capable to produce fuch Bl mf I 15 onlv Light and Fui-
dence that can work a change in Mens Opintans ; which
Lizht can 11 no manner ;roc‘cd from f*orpoml bufTum"
or any other outward Penaitics.
Lt the third pluce. The care of the Salvation of Mens Souis
cannot beleag to the Mugittrate s becaufe, though the ri-
gourof Laws and the foree of Penaltics were capable to con-
viaee

- . e,




A Letter concerning Toler ation, 9

vince and change Mens minds, yer would not that heln at
all to the Salvatxou of their Souls. For there being but
one Truth, one way to Hcavens what Hopes 1s there that
more MLn would be led into ir, if they had no Rule but
the Religion of the Couir, and were put under a necel-
firy to quit the Light of their own Reafon, and oppofe
the Dictates of their own Canfciences, and blindly to re-
fign up themfclves to the Will of their’ Governor s, and to
the Religion, whicheither Ignorance, Ambition, or Super-
fiition had changed to eftablith in the Countries where they
were born? In the variety and contradiction of Opinions
in Religion, wherein the Princes of the World are asmuach
di qded as in thetr Secular Interc{ts, the narrow way would
be much firaitned 5 one Country -alone would be i the
right, aad all the reft of the World' puc under an obliga-
tion of following their Princes in the ways that lead to De:
fteadions and that which. heightens. the abfurdity, and
very 1ll fuits the Notionof a Dut}, Men would owe
their eternal. H"lppmcfs or I\mu}r to the rlaccs of their
N.xtnlty v S

Thele Comxdcratlonc 10 omit m1m, othcrs tlnt n :th
}m\ e been urged to the fame purpote, fcam unto e finii-
cient to concmdc that all the Power of Gvil Covernment
relates only to Mens Givid Intercfts, 1s confined to the care
of the things'of this World, :md hath nothm" to do with
ghe World 1o ¢come. - :

Let ws nomy confr. Lr what a Chrveh is. A Clmnh then
Luketo be a voluntary Sedety of Men, Joining them-
Lolves - together of their’ owiracedrd, in order to the-puh-
Jick wnr\hmpx g of GGod, 1y fuch 4 manner as they

“judge ‘acceprable to him, . and c{fc&uu to the Salvarion
of their- Souls, R

1 fay it iy a free and’ \ul_mtuy Qmutv o nnrh[' i
Lorn a Momber of anv Church 3 orherwile the Re! w on
of Parents would deftend unto Claldren, by ihe iime

C T A:‘)ht
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right of Tnheritance as their Temporal Eftates, and every
one would hold his Faith by the fame Tenure he does his
Lands 5 than which nothing can be imagined more abfurd.
Thus therefore that matter ftands. WNo Man by nature is
bound unto any particular Church or Se&t, but every one
joins himfclf voluntarily to that Socicty in which he believes
be has found that Profefiion and Worfhip which is truly
acceptable to God.” The hopes of Salvation, as it was
the cnly caufe of his entrance into that Communion, fo it
can be the only reafon of his ftay there. Forif afterwards
he difcover any thing either erroncous in the Doctrine, or
incongruous in the Worfhip of that Secicty to which he has
join'd himfclf, Why fhould it not be as free for him to zo
ont as it was to -enter 2 No-Member of a Reliztous
Socicty can be tied with any other Bonds but what pre-
ceed fromthe certain expectation of eternal Life. A Church
then is a Socicty of Members veluntarily unitirg to this
cnd. o ‘ e
It follews now that we confider what is the Power of
this Church, and unto what Laws 1c is{ubject.

Forafmuch as no Socicty, how free foever, or upon
whatfoever {light occation nftituted, (whether ‘of Puile-
phers for Learning, of Merchants for Comnmcerce, or of

- men of leifure for mutual Converfation and Difcourfe.) No

Church or Company, I fay, canin the leaft {ubfift and hold
together, but will prefently diffolve and break to pieces,
unlefs it be regulated by fome Laws, and the Members

all confent to obferve fome Order. Place, and time of

meeting mult be agreed ons Rules for admitting and cx-
cluding Members muft be eftablifht 5 Diltinétion of Officers,
and purting things into a regular Courfe,and fuch like.can-

"not be omitted.  But fince the joyning together of feve-

ral Mcmbers inco this Church-Socicry, ac has already been
demonitrated, is abfolutely free and fpontaneous, it -
cadlarily follows, that the Right of making ¥s Laws can be-
. long

R
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long to none but the Socicty it {elf, or at leaft (which
1s the fame thing) to thofe whom the Society by common
confent has auchorifed thereunto.

Some perhaps may object, that no fuch Society can be
faid to be a true Church, unlefs it have in it a Bithop, or
Presbyter, with Ruling Authority derived from the very
Apotiles, and continued down unto the prefent times by
an uninterrupted Succeflion.

. To thefelLanfwer. Iz the firft place, Let them fhew me
the Edi¢t by which Chrift has impofed that Law upon his
Church. And let not any man think me impertinent if,
in a thing of this confequence, I require thutthe Terms of
that Edict be very exprefs and pofitive. For the Promife
ke hasmade us, that wherefocver two or three are gathered io-
gether in his Name, be will be in the midft of ihem, {cems to
unply the contrary. Whether fuch an Aflembly want a-
ny thing ncceflfary to a true Church, pray do you con-
fider, Certain I amn, that nothing can be there wanting
unto the Salvation of Souls 3 Which .1s fufficient to our
purpofe. | : I : S

Next, Pray obferve how great have always been the
Divifions amongf{t even thofe who lay fo much ftrefs upon
the Divine Inftitution, and continued Succefiton of a cer-
tain Order of Rulersin the Church, Now their very Dif-
fention unavoidably puts us upon a neceflity of delibera-
ting, and confequently allowsa liberty of choofing thar,
which upon confideration, we prefer. : -
. And in the Lyt place, T confint that thefe men have a
Rulcr of their Church, eftablithed by fuch a long Serics ot
Succeflion as they judge ncecitary 3 provided I may have
liberty at the fame time to join my {cif to thar Secietv, in
which ITam perfivaded thoie things are to be found which
are neccflary to the Salvation of my Soul.  In this manner
Ecclefiaftical Liberty will be preferved on all fides, and no
man will have a Legilator impofed upon him,but whom him-
{cIf has chofen, C 2 Bue

11
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"But fince men are fo follicitous about the true Church,
1 would only ask them, here by the way, if it be not
more agrecable to the Church of Chrift, to make the Con-
ditions of her Communion confift in fuch things, and {uch
things only, as the Holy Spirit has in the Holy Seriptares
declared, n exprets Words, to be necefiary to Salvation 1 1
ask, T fav, whether this be not more agreeableto the Churdls
of Chrift, than for mento impofe theic own Inventions
and Interpretations upon others, as if they were of Di-
vine Authority, and to cftablith by Ecclefiattical Laws, a
abfulutely necetlary to the Profefiion ot Chriftianir:, fich
things as the Holy Scriptures do etther not mention, or at
lealt not exprelly command.  Whofoever requires tholz
things in order te Feclefiaftical Communion, which Chrit
does not require tn erder te Life Evernaly he may peihapsin-
deed confritute a Soctety accommodated to Lis 0wn Oprai-
onand his own Advantage, but how that can becalled the
Church of Chnft, which is eltablifhcd upon Laws that are
not his, and which.excludes fuch Perions from its Comau-
nioi ashe will one day receive into the Kingdom of Hea-
ven, 1underftand not. But this being not a proper place to
enquire into the marks of the true Church, I will only mind
thoft that ceitend {o earneltly for the Decrees of their
own Socicty, and that cry our continuaily the Church, the
Church, with as much noife, and perhaps vpon the fame
Principle, as the Ephcfran Silveriniths did for their Diana 5
this, Ifay, 1 defire to mind them of, That the Gofpel fre-
quently declares that the true Difeiples of Chrilt muft {uf-
fer Perfcention 5 but that the Church of Chrift thould pers
fecute others, and force others by Fire and Sword, to er-
brace her Faithand Dottrine, Teould never yet find in «ny
of the Books of the New Teftament.

The End of a Religious Society (as has already been
faid) 1s the Pablick Wortkip of God, and by means thepe-
of tae acquilition of Eternal Life. - All Difcipline oughe

' therciore
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therefore to tend to that Ead, and all Ecclcfiafti-at faws
to be thercunto confined.” Nothing ought, ner can be
tranfacted 1 this Society, rchtuw to thc Pofictiion of Ci-
vil and Worldly Goods. No Force is here to be made
ufe of, upon.any occafion whatfoever ¢ For Foree belongs
wholly to the Civil Magifirate, and the Poficiion of a}l
onctward Goods 1s {ubjet to bis Juri{diction. ‘

But it may be asked, By what means then fhall Ecclefi-
aftical Laws be efkabh”ncd, if they muft be thus dellitute
of all Compulfive Power? [anfwer, They mult be cf‘u—
blubed by Means futtabic to the Nature of fich Thirgs
whercof the external Profefiion and Obifervaticn, it not
proceeding from a thorow Conviction and Appoba ion of
the Mind, saitogether ufcles and unprofitable. . The Arms
by which the ’\!cmbﬂs of this Society are to be kepththm
their Duty, are Exhortations, Admonidons, and -Ad-
vices. If by thefe means the Offenders will not be re-
claimed, and the Erroneous convinced, there remains no-
thing fll'thct to be donc, but. that mch {tubborn and ob-
ftinate P erfons, who give no ground to hepe for'their Re-,
formauon, theculd be calt out and feparated from e So-
ciety., This is the laft and utmoft Force of Eccleliafticit
Authority : No other Punithment can thereby be inflicted,,
than that, the Relaticn cealing between.the Body and the
Member which is cur oft; the Perfon o cendcmntd c:«.*a(cs
to he a Part of that Charch. . '

Thefe things bemz thus determined, let us inquire in
the next ph' e, how far the Duty of ”lolcxatxon Lmqlm,
and what 1s required from every one by . . . L., <

And firft, 1 hold, That no Church is bound Dy the Du-
ty of Toleration to retain any fuch Terton i1 ber Bofon,
as, after Admonition, continues cbftinately to offend
agaiu(t the Laws of the Societv.  :Forthife bcingz the Con-
diiton of Cemmunion, and the Eond of the Soctety, ¥
the Breach of them were permiuted witheat any Antinad-

verlion,
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verfion, the Society would immediately be thereby diflul-
ved. But neverthelefs, 1n all fuch Cafes care is to be ta-
ken that the Sentence of Excommunication, and the Exe-
cution thereof, carry with it no rough ufage, of Word or
Action, whereby the ejetted Perfon may any wife be dam-
nitied in Body or Eftate.  For all Force (as has often been
fiid) belongs only to the Magiftrate, nor ought any private
Perfons, at any time, to ule Forces unle(s it be in fclf-
defence againft unjut Violence. Excommunicadon neither
does, nor can, deprive the excommunicated Per{on of any
of thofe Civil Goods that he formerly pofieiled.  All thofe
things belong to the Civil Government, and are under the
Magittrate’s Protection. The whole Force of Excommuri-
cation cenfifts only in this, that, the Refolution of the So-
cicty in that refpect being declared , the Union that was
between the Body and fome Member comes thereby to be
diffolved 5 and that Relation ceafing, the participation of
fome certain things, which the Socicty communicated to
its Membcrs, and unto which no Man has any Civil Right,
comes alfo to ceafe. For there is no Cwil Injury dore
unto the excommunicated Perfon, by the Church-Miniiter’s
refufing him that Bread and Wine, in the Celebration of
the Lord’s Supper, which was not bought with his, but
othcr mens Money. . .

Sccondly, Wo private Perfon has any Right, in any
manner, to prejudice another Perfon in his Civil Enjoy-
ments, becanfe he is of another Chnrch or Religion. Al
the Rights and Franchifes that belong to him as a Man, or
as a Denifon, are inviclably to be preferved to him. Thele
are not the Bufine(s of Religion. No Violence nor Injury
15 to be offcred him, whether he be Chriltian or Pagan.
Nav, we muft not content our {clves with the narrow
Meafures of bare Jultice: Charity, Bouaty, and Liberality
muft be added toiw.  This the Gofpel enjoyns, this Rea-
fon direlts, and this that natural Fellowfhip we are born

into
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mto requires of us. If any man err from the right way,
it 1s his own misfortune, no injury to thee : Nor thercfore
art thou to punifh him in the things of this Life, becaufe
thou fuppofelt he will be mifcrable in that which 1s to
come. L ' T : «

. What I fay concerning the muatual Toleration of pri-

vate Perfons differing from one another 1in Religion, T un-
derftand 2!fo of particular Churchess which ftand as it
were in the fame Relation - to each other as privare Per-
fons among themfclves, nor has any enc of them any man-
ner of Turifdiction over any other, no not.even when the
Civil Magiftrate (as it fomecuimes happens) comes to be of
this or the other Communion. For the Civil Government
can give no new Right to the Church, nor the Church to
the Civil Government. So that whether the. Magifirate
joyn hamfclf. to any Church, or feparate from it, the Church
remains always as it was before, a free and voluntary So-
ciety. - It neither acquiires the Power of the Sword by the
Magiftrate’s coming to it, nor does it Jofc the Right of In-
frrudtion and. Excommunication by his' going trom it
This is the fundamental and immucable Righe of a {ponta-
neous Society, that it has powcr to remnove any of its
Members who  tranfgrefs the Rules of its Inftitution : But
it cannot, by the acceflion of any new Members; acquire
any Right of Jurifdittion evcr thof¢ that are :not joned
with it. - And therefore Peace, Fquity, :and Friendihip,

are always mutually to be obferved by particular Churches,

in the fame manner as by private Perfons, without any
pretence of Superiority or Juri{diftion over, one anocher. !
That the thing may be made yer clearer by an Example s
Let-us fuppofe two Churches, the une of Arminians; the
other of Ciluirifts, refiding in the City ot Conptantrnople.
Will any one fav, that either of thefe Churches has Righe
to deprive the Members of the other of thew Eltates und
Liberty, (as we fee prafnfed elfewhere) becauic of their
’ diftening

'
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differing from it in fome Doltrines or Ceremonies3 whiltt

_ the Tur lg mthe mean while filently ftand by, and laugh to

fee with what inhumane Cruclty Chriftians thus rage agamit
Chrifrians 2 But if one of theié Churches hath this Po wer
of treating the other ill, I ask which of them it i to vwhoin
“that Power bcions, and by what Right? Tr will be an-
fwercd, lmduubxcdly, That it is the Orthodox Chuuch
which has the Right of Authority over the Erroneous or
Hcretical. . This 14, in great and’ fp(uom Words, to fiv
quft nothing at all.  For every Church is Orthodex to it
1cif 5 to othiers, Erroncous or Heretical.  For whaufoever
any Charch belicves, it believes to be true 3 and the con-
trary unto thofe things,it pronounces to be Error. So that
the Controverfie bctwccn thefe Churches about the, Trath
of their Doftrines, and the Purity of their Wortip, i
on both fidcs eqml 5 nor is there any Judge, either at Cov-
ftantinople, or clitavhere upon Earth, by whofe Sentence 1t
can be determined.. " The Decifion of- that Queftion be-

dongs auly to the Supream Judae of all men, to whem aito
alone belongs the Pumfhment-of the Erroneous. Tuthe

. mean while, let thoie men confider how hainoudly thev

fin, Who, adding Injuftice, i not to their Error yet cer-
tainly to “their Pnuc, do rafhly and arrogantly take upon
them to mifufe the Servants of another Maﬁer, who are
not ‘at all accountable to them, © - ‘

Nay, further: If it ¢could be- n«mFeQ vah\ch of tac('c
two difieming Churches -were in thé right, there won,J
not accrue theeby unre the Orthodox any Right of cle-
ftroving the other. " ‘For Churches have neither any i
diction in Worldly matters, nor aré Fire and Swor an)‘
proper Inftruments wherewith to conviice meas mands of
Error, and intorm them of the Truth.  Ler us fuppele,
neverthelels, that the Chil Mogiftrate inclined to favour
one of them, and to pat his Sword into their H: inds, thar
(by his Coentent) they micht chalofe the Diflenters as they

F 1(31\.(10




A Letter concerning Toleration.

pleafed.  Will any man fuy, t‘mt any Right can be deri-
ved unto a Chriftian Church, over its Bret lnen, fromaiur-

- kith Emperor? An infidel, who has himfclf no m}thcu.)

te punifh Chriftians for the Articles of their Faith, cannor
conter fuch an Authority upon any Society of C h’ximm
nor give unto them a Ri ghr which be has not hinfUlt.
This would be the Cafe at Conflaniinorl:, And the Reafon
ot the thing is the fame 1n mv Chriittan Kingdom,  The
Cn'l Poweris the tame in every place : nor can that Povr-

r,in the Hands of a Chrifuan Prince, conler any greater
Aumm.t} upun the Church, than in the Hands of a Hea-
thens whichisto fay, jult none at all.

Neverthdiefs, 1t 1s worthy tobe abferved, ﬂllul.’lﬂ""“L('

Fat the moft violent of thele Defenders of the Truth,

. thc Oppofers of Errors, the Exclaimers againtt Sehifin, do
“hardly ever let loofe this their Zeal for God, with which

they are fo warmed and inflamed, unlels where they have
the Civil Magiftrate on their file. Botfo foon as cver

‘Court-favour has given them the betier end of the Saadf,

and they begin to “teel themftlves the ftronger, then pre-
fently Peace and Charity are to be laid afide s Ortherwife,
they are religioutly to be obferved.  Where tiey have noc
the Power to carry on Perfecution, wnd to become Ma-
{rers, there they defire to live upon fair Terns, and preach
up Toleration. When they arc not ftrengthned with the
Civil Power, then they can baar moft patiently, and un-
movedly , the Contagicn of Idolatry , Superitition, and

- Hereliey in ther '\u'rhoomnood of which, in other Oc-

cafions, the Intercit of Rehqxon males them to be ex-
trcaml) apprehicniive. They do not forwardly attack thofe

. Errors which are in fadtion at € ourt, or are countcenanced
by the Governmmeni. Here they can be contenr to fpare

tie:r Arguments: which yot (with their leave) is the (mh

rizht Nicthod of propagating Truth, which bas no i u;

way of prevailing, as when ftrong Arfrumcm and goed
D Rul«n
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Reafon, are jvined with the {oftnefs of Civility and goed
Ulaze.

Ne body therefore, in fine, neidher fingle Perfons, nor
Churches, nayv, nor even Commonwealihs, have any jult
Title to invade the Civil Rights and W orldly Goods of
each other, upon pretence of Religion.  Thofe that are
of another Opinion, would do well to confider with them-
fclves how pernicious a Sced of Difcord and War, how
powerful a provocation to endlefs Hatreds, Rapincs, and
Slaughters, they thereby furmith onto Mankind. No Peace
and Security, no not fo much as Common Fricad{hip, can
ever be cftablithied or preferved amongft Men, {0 long as
this Opinion prevails, That Daminion is founded in Gra-,
and that Rchgion is to be propagated by force of Arms,

In the 1hird place : Let us {ee what the Duwy of Tele-
ration requires from thofe'who are diftinguithed frem the
reft of Mankind, (from the Laity, as they pleafe to cail us)
by fome Ecclefiaftical Charater, and Gfice 5 whether they
be Bithops, Priefts, Presbyters, Minifters, or however clic
dignified or diftinguithed. It 15 not my Bufiefs to inquise
here into the Onginal of the Power or Dignity of the
Clergy. This only I fay, That Whence-foever their Au-
thority be fprung, fince it s Ecclefiaftical, it ought to be
confined wichin the Bounds of the Church, nor can it
any manncer be extended to Civil Afairss becaufe the
Church it {elf 1s a thing abfolutely feparate and dittin&
trom the Comronwealth. The Eoundaries on both fides
are fixed and immovable.  He jumbles Heaven and Earth

. tonether, the things moft remote and oppolite, who miixes

thee two Societies 5 which are in their Original, End,
Bufinefs, and in every thing, perfectly diftinét, and infinite-
Iy cufcrent from cach other. No man therefore, with
whatfoever Ecclctiaftical Otfice he be dignified, can deprive
arother man that 1s not of his Church and Fuaith, either
of Liberty, or of any part of lus Werldly Goeds, upon

the
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the account of that diiference between them in Religion,
For whatfoever is not lawful to the whole Church, cannor,
by any Ecclefiaftical Right, become lawful to any of its
Members, ‘

But this is not all. It is not encugh thar Ecclefiaitical
men abltain from Violence and Rapine, and all manner of
Perfecution.  He that pretends to be a Succefior of the
Aroftles, and takes upon him the Oifice of Teaching, is
obliged alfo 10 admomih his Hearers of the Dutics of
Peace, and Good-will towards all men 5as well towards the
Erroneous as the Oithedox; towards thofe that differ
frem them in Faith and Worthip, as well as towards thofe
that agree with them thercin: And he ought induftrioutly
to exhort all men, whether private Perfons or Magiftrates,
(it any fuch there be in his Church) to Charity, Meeknefs,
and Toleradons and diligently endcavour to allay and
temper all thav Heat, and unreafonable averftnefs of mind,
which either any mans fiery Zeal for his own Se&, or
the Craft of others, has kindled againft Ditlenters. I will
not undertake to reprefent how happy and how great
wonld be the Fruit, both in Church and State, if the Pul-
pits cvery where fonnded with this Do&rine of Peace
and Toleration s left I fhould {eem to refledt too feverely
upon thofe Men whofe Dignity T defire not to detradt
trom, nor would have it diminithed either by otliers or
themielves.  Buat this | {oy, That thus it ought to Dbe.
And if any one that profefies him{elf to be a hinifter of
the Word of God, a Preacher of the Gofpel of Peace,
tcach otherwife, he ether underftands not, or negledts the
Bufine(s of his Calling , and fhall one day give acccunt
thercof unto the Prince of Peace. If Chriftians are to
be admonifhed that they abftain from all manner of Re-
venge, even after repeated Provocations and muliiplied
Injaries, how much more ought they who fuffer nothing,
who have had no hurim done them, forbear Violence, and

D2 abftain
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aufaig from all manner of il ufage towards thol: from
whem thev have veecived none. This Caucion and Tem-
rer they ought ceriminiv to ufe towards thofe who mind
only thaar own Bulineds, an: l are foliicitous for nothing
Laz thae Cwvhatever Men thrk of dem) they mav wor-

fhip Cod in that marnaer which thev aie perfoaded is ac-
cepwble to him, and in which they have the frrongelt
Lopes of Eternal Satvatvron. In p't\.nr* dometick Atlags,
in the manazement of Fitates, in the corfervation of fe-
dily Health, every man may confider what (Uit his own
cotivenieney, and follow what courfe he libes beft No
man complaips of the 11l managernent of his Naghbour's
AL I\o man s anary with another for an Lm)r com-
micred in fowing Lis Lond, or in marrving his Daughter.
No body eorretsa Spendihrift for conﬁumzw his Subitance
m Tavers, Let any man pull down, or bmld or make
whatfecever Expences he pleafes, no body murmurs, no bn-,
dy controw’- hin 3 he las his Libertv. But it any iran do
not treqaine the (,fm'm, it he do not there contorm his
Bchaviour evadly to the acculromed Cerenionies, or if he
brings not bis Childien to be mttaced 1 the Sacred ™ ivive-

rics of this or the o hcr Congregation 5 this wnmediarely
caitfes an Uproar. The Meighbourbood s filled with Noiie
and Clartour.  Every one 1s ready ro be the Aveager of
fogreac a Crune.  Aad the Zealets hardiy have the r’m-
ence to refraan from Violence and Ru e, 1H long all the
Canfe be heard, and the poor nan be, according to Form,

condenined to the lofs of Liberry, Goo: s, or Lire. ()h
that oar Fecle -nltual()r‘nom of every Selt, would apply
themiclves with all the Qrcn%th of Arguments that they
are able, to the confounding of mens Frrors | Bat et
them foare their Parfons, Let thom note fupply  their

want of Reafons with the Iafiruments of F(.,rgcq wiitvh
bclong to another Junifdiftion, and do 11l become a Cliurch-
mais Hands.  Letthem notcall n the Nagiftiate's Autho-

Iy
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rity to the aid of their Eloquence, or Learning 3 lcft, per-
haps, whilft they pretend only Love for the Tmth, this
their intemperate Zeal, brcnm"q nothimg bot Fae and
Sword, betray their Ambnmn, and fhew thot whar they
defire 15 Temporal Dominion.  For it will be very difi-
cult to puﬁudc men of Senfe, that he, who wiih dry
Eves, an 't faristadtion of mind, can deliver his Brother un-
to the Execugoner, to be burnt aliv e, docs finzercly and
heartily concern Limfilf to fave that Biother ﬂ'om the
Flamesof Hcll in the World to come.

Lr the l,z/i place. Let us now confider what is the ha-
gittrare’s Bury inthe Bufinefs of Toleration : which certain-
ly is very confidcrable,

We have alrcady proved, T}nt the Carc of Souls does
not belong to the M lagiftraze: Not a Mogifrerid Care, [
meai, (;r I may foea Il it) which conﬁibmpzcﬁnmng by
Laws, and compelling by Punithments. But a charinable
Care, which confitts in tcaching, admonifhing, and per-

firading , cannot be denicd unto any man.  The Care -

therctore of every man's Seual belongs unto himicif, and 1s
to be lett unto himfeif.  But what if he neglect the Care
ot his Soul ? I anfiver, Whatif he neglect the Care of his
Health, orof Lis E tmtg, which thmg are nearlier related
to the Governinent (t the Magiitrate than the other? Wili
the Magiftrare provide by an exprefs Law, That fuch an
cne fhall fot bum*c poor or fick 2 Laws provide, as
much as s petiibic, that the Goods and Health of Subjedts
be not injured by the Fraad or Violence ot others 5 they
do not g'md them from the Negtigence or [11- husbandry
of the Poflcilors thamftives.  No man can be forced to be
Rich or H althfal, whether he will or no. Nay, God
Eim(clf will not five mei againit their wills. Let us xup-
pofe, however, that fome Prince were defirow: to foree lis
Subjefts to accumulate Riches, or to preferve the Health
and Strength of their Bodics.  Shall it be provided by

I.aw,
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Law, that they muft confult none but Roman Phyficians,
and fhall every one be bound to live accerding to their
Preforiptions 2 What, fhall no Pouon, no Broth, be ta-
ken, but what is prepared either in the Fatican, fupport,
or in a Gereva Shop? Or, to make thefe Subjeéts 1ich,
{hall they all be obliged by Law to become Merchant:, cr
Mafictans ? Or, fhall every one turn Victualler, or Smith,
Leeaufe there are fome that maintain their Families plont-
fully, and grow rich in thofe Profetiions 2 But it may be
faid, There are a thoufand ways to Wealth, but oue onlv
way to Heaven.  "Tis well faid indeed, apecially by thote
that plead for compdling men inco this or the other Wav.,
For 1f there were feveral ways that lead thither, there
would not be fomuchas a pretence left for Compulfion. Bar
now if I ke marching on with my utmoft Vigour, in that
way which, according to the Sacred Geography, leads
ftraight to Ferafulers 5 Why am T beaten and il ufed by
others, becanfe, perhaps, T wear not Buskins 3 becaufe my
Hzir 15 not of the right Cut 5 becaufe perhaps I have not
been dip'e in the right Fafhion s becaufe T eat Flefh upon
the Road, orfome other Food which agrees with my Sto-
mach 5 becaufe 1 avold certain Ly-ways, which feem unio
me tc lead into Briars or Precipices 5 becaufe amonglt the
feveral Paths that ase in the {ime Road, I cheofe that to
walk in which feems to be the {rreightcft and cleancti 5 be-
caufe T avoid to keep company with fome Travellers that
are lefs grave, and others that are more fowre than they
ought to bes ori fine, becaufe I follow a Guide that ei-
ther s, or is not, clothed in White, and crowned with a
Miter 2 Certainly, if we conlider right, we fhall find that
for the moft part they arc fuch frivolous things as thefe, that
(without any projudice to Rehigion or the Salvation of
Souls, it not accompanied with Superftition or Hypocrific)
unght cther be obferved or omitted 5 1fay they are fuch
Uie things as as thefe, which breed unplazable Enmitics

- amongt
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among(t Chriftian Brethren, who are all agreed in the Sub-
ftantial and truly Fundamental part of Religion.

But let us grant unto thefe Zealots, who condemn all
things that are not of their Mode, that from thefe Cir-
cumftances arife different Ends.  What thall we conclude
from thence? There is only oneof thefe which is thetrue
way to Eternal Happinefs.  But in this great variety of
ways that men follow, it is ftill doubted whichis this right
one. Now neither the care of the Commonwealth, nor
the right of enalling Laws, does diicover this way that
leads to Heaven more certainly to the Magiftrate, than eve-
ry private mansSearch and Study difcovers it unto himfelf.
I havea weak Body, tunk under a languithing Difeafe, for
which (Ifuppole) there 1s one only Remedy, but that un-
known. Does it thercfore belony unto the Magiftrate
to preferibe me a Remedy, becaufe there 1s but one, and
becaufe it is unknown ? Becaufe thereis but one way for
me to efcape Deach, will it thercfore be fafe for me to
do whatfocver the Magiftrate ordains ? Thofe things that
every man ought fincerely to enquire into himfclf, and by
Meditation, Study, Secarch, and his own Endcavours, at-
tain the Knowledge of, cannot be looked upen as the Pe-
culiar Pofletlion of any one fort of Men.  Princes indeed
are born Surcrior unto other mea in Power, but in Na-
ture equal.  Neither the Right, nor the Art of Ruling,
does necefiarily carry along with it the certain Knowledge
of other things 5 and leait of all of the true Religion.
For if it were fo, how could it come to pafs that the
Lords of the Earth fhould differ {0 vaftly as they do in Re-
ligious Matters ? But let us grani that it 1s probable the
way to Eternal Life may be better known by a Prince
than by his Subjects 5 or at leaft, that in this incertitude
of things, thefafelt and moft commodious way tor private
Perfons is to follew his Dictates. You will fay, what then 2
1f he fhould bid you follow Merchandie for your UVC}S

hoo
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hood, would vou decline that Courfe for fear it fheuold
not fucceed 2 1 anfver @ Twould rurn Llerchant upon the
Fiinces command, becaufe in cafe ! thould have 11l Succefs
m Tiade, hc is mundmrl} able to make up my Lof: fome
other way. If it be true, as he pretends, that he defires
I fhou'd “thrive and grow rich, he can fct me up a-
gain when unfuccefsful Vovages have !l broke me. Burthis
15 nor the Cafe, in the things chac regard the Life te come.
If there I take a wrong Courte, it in that refpelt T am
once undone, it 1s not in the Magiitrates Power to re-
pair my Lo, w0 eafe mv Suifering, nor to reltore me
in anv meafure, much lefs e 1.d\ , toa good Efa
What Sccurity can be given fer the Kingdom of Liea-
ven ¢
Perhaps fome will fay that they do noe {uppofe this in-
fﬂhbu]udsr ment, that all men are bound to tollow in
the Affairs of Rchgxon, to bein the Civil Magiftrate, bix
m the Church. What the Church has determined, that
the Civil Magiftrate orders to be obfrved s and e’ pro-
vide by his Authority that no bos dy flall exher alt or be-
lzcw, in the bufivels of Relizion, otherwife than the
hurch teaches. Sothat the Judgment of thofe thn‘% 15
in the Church. The Magiftrate himfeli yields Obedicrec
thercunto, and requires the like Obedience from other..
L anfwer : Who fees not how frequentdy the Name of tiwe
Chuarch, which was {o vencrable in the time of the Apo-
ftlcs, has been made ufe ot to throw Duft in Peoplcs Fyes,
n follown‘g Ages? But however, n the prefent caft it
helps us not. ‘The one only narrow wav which leads to
Hcavenisnot better knownto the Magiftrate than to pri-
jate Perfons, and therefore Tcannot fafily take him for
my Guide, who may probably be as ignorant of the wuv
as my ldf, and who certainly s lefs concemul for mv Sal-
vation than Imy fcif am. Amongft fo many Kings of the
je.u, how many of them were there whom any Liruefic,
thus
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thus blindly following, had not fall'n into Idolatry, and
thereby into Deftraltion ? Yet ncverthclcfs, you bid me be
of good Courage, and tell me that all is now fafe and fe-
cure, becaufe the Magiftrate does not now enjoin the ob-
fervance of his own Decrees in matters of Religion, but
ouly the Decrees of the Church.  Of what Church I bes
feech you? Of that certainly which likes him beft.  As if
he that compelis me by Laws and Penalties to enter nnto
this or the other Chuarch, did not interpofe his own Judg:
ment in the matter.  What difference 13 there whether he
lead me himfelf, or deliver me over to be led by others ?
I depend bothh ways upon his Will, and itis he that de-
termines both ways of my eternal State.  Would an Ir<
raclite, thathad worthipped Buedl upon the Command of
his King, have been in any better condmon, becaufe fome
body had told bim that the King ordered nothing m Re-
ligion upon his own Head, nor “commanded any thing to
be done by his Subjetts in Divine Worthip, but what was
approved by the Counfcl of Pricfts, and declared to be of
Divine nght by the Doltors of their Chinch ? 1f the Re-
ligion of any Church become therefore true and faving,
becauﬁ: the Head of that Sett, the Prelates aad Priefts, :md
thofe of that Tribe, doall cf them, with all their might,
extol and praife it 5 what Religion can ever be accounted
erroncous, fallc and deftru&tive > 1 am deubtful concern-
ing the Dodrinc of the Secinians, Tamtuipicious of the w: vy
ot Worfhip pradtifed by the Pa;zﬂ: or Lul/.ur«wr, will 13
be evera jot the farer for me to join either unto the one
or the other of thofe Churches, upon the Magifirates Come-
mand , becaufe he commands nothing in Rchmo.l but
bv the Authority and Counfcl of thc Doltors of that
CLlul ch?

Ent to {peak the truth, we muft acknowledwe that the
Charch (if a Convention of Clergy-men, making Canons,
muit be called by thar Namc) 1s for the mo't Fart morc apt

to
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to be influznced by the Covrt, than the Court by
the Church. How the Church was under the Vicifii-
tunde of Orthodex and Arriun Emperors is very well
known. Or if thofe things be too remote, our modern
Englifh Biftorv affords us frefh Examples, in the Reigus
of Henry the 8ih, Edward the 6éth, Mary, and Eiizabcth,

‘how eafily and {moothly the Clergy changed their Decrecs,

their Articles of Faith, their Form of Worfhip, every thing,
according to the inclination of thofe Kings and Queens.
Yet were thofe Kings and Quecens of fuch different minds,
in point of Religion, and «njeined thereupon fuch difte-
rent things, that no man in his Wits (1 had almoft faid none
but an Atheift) will prefume to fay that any fincere and
upright Worflipper of God could, with afafe Confence,
obey their {everal Decrces.  To conclude. It is the fame
thing whethera King that prefcribes Laws to another maus
Rdligion pretend todo it by his own Judgment, or by the
Ecclefiaftical Authority and Advice of others. The De-
cifions of Church-men, whofe Differences and Difputes are
fufficiently known, cannot be any founder, or fafer than
his : Nor can all their Suffrages joined together add any
new {trength unto the Civil Power. Tho this alfo muft
be taken notice of, that Princes ((ldom have any regard to
the Suffrages of Ecclefiafticks that are net Favourers ot ther
own Faith and way of Worfhip.

But after all, the principal Covfideration, and which ab-
folutely determines this Controverfie, 15 this. - Although
the Magiftrates Cpinion i Religion be {oun-l, and the
way that he appoints be truly Evargclical, yet if T be not
thoroughly perfwaded thereofin my own mind, there wiil
be no fatety for mein following it. No way whadoever
that I {ba!l walk in, againft the Dictates of my Cenfcicence,
will cver bring me to the Manfions of the Eleiied. T may
grov rich by an Art that I take nov delight iny Tinay be
curcd of fome Difeafc by Remedics that I have nor Faith

1113
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iny but I cannot be faved by a Religion that T diftruft,
and by a Worthip that I abhor. Itisin vain for an Un.
believer to take up the outward fhew of another mans
Profeflion. Faith only, and inward Sincerity, arethe things
that procure acceptance with God.  The moft likely and
moft approved Remedy can have no effclt upon the Pa-
tieat, if his Stomach rejet it as foontaken.  And vou will
in vain cram a Medicine downa fick mans Throat, which
his particular Conftitution will be fure to tarn into Poifon.
In a word, Whatfoever may be doubtful m Religion,
ret this at Iealt s certain, that no Religion, which 1 be-
iieve not to be true, canbe either true, or profitable un-
tome. In vain therefore do Princes compel their Subicdts
to come into their Church-communion, under pretence of
faving their Souls. It they believe, they will come of their
own accord 5 if they believe not, their coming will nothing
avail them. How great {oever, in fine, may be the pretence
of Good-will, and Charity, and concern for the Salvation
of mens Souls, men cannot be torced to be faved whether
they willor no. And therefore, whenall s deone, they muft
be lefe to their own Conftiences. A ,
_Having thus at length frced men from all Dominion o-
ver one another in maccers of Rehigion , let us now confi-
der what they are to do. All men know and ackrawledge
that God cught to be publickly worthipped.  Why other-
wife do they compel one ancther unto the prblick Aficm-
blies? Men theretore conftiiuted in this hiberty are to en-
ter into fome Religious Society, that they nmay meet toge-
ther, not only for mutual Edification, but to own to the
world that they worthip God, and offer unto his divine
M Lujefty Quch fervice as they themfelves are not athamed of,
and fuch as they think notunworihy of him, nor unaceeg-
table to him 5 and finally that by the purity of Dodring,
Holinefs of Life, and Decent form of Worflip, they may
draw others unto the love of the true Religion, and roi-
o E 2 form
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forn: fuch other things in Religion as cannot be done by
each privatc man apart.

Tucle Redigious Socicties I call Churches @ and thefe I fav
the Magifiraie ought to tolerate.  For the bufinefs of thefe
Aflemblies of the People is nothing bat what 1s lawful for
every man ia particular to take care of 5 T mean the Sal-
vation of their Souls: por in this caleis there any ditfe-
rence between the National Churceh, and other feparateld
Cengregatons. - S '

Eut as in every Churchithere are two things effpecially
to be confidercd 3 The outward Form and Rites of Wor-
fhip, And che Doltrines and Articles of Faichs thefe things
muflt be handled each diftinctly 5 that fo the whole matter
of Toleration may the more clearlv be nnderftond.

Concerning ontward Worfiip , 1{ay {(in the firft place-)
that the Muyiftrate has.no Power to enforce by Law, cither
inhis own Church, or much lcfs i another, the ufe of any
Rites or Ceremonies whatfoever in the Worlhip of God.
And this, not only becaufe thefe Churches are free So-
cieties, but becaufe whatfoever s praltifed 1 the Wor-
ftip of God, is only fo far jultifiable as.it is believed by
tho(e that practife it to be acceptable unto him,  What-
foever 1s not done with that aflurance of Faith, isnetther
wcll in it felf, nor can it be acceptable to God. To -
pofc fuck things therefore upon any People, contrary te
their own Judgment, is in effett to command them to cf-
fend God s which, confidering that the end of all Rehi-
«ion is to pleafe him, and rhau Liberty is eflcnuially nece
tary to that End, appears to. be abiurd beyond expref
fion. _ -

But perhaps it may be concluded from hence, that 1
deny unto the Magiftrate all manner of Power abont in-
Jdiffurent things 5 which if it be not granted, the whole
Subjelt-matter of Law-making is taken away.  No, Irea-
dily grant that Indifferent Things, and perbaps nonefﬁut

- iclh
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fuch, are {ubjected to the Legiflative Power.  But it does
not thercfore follow , that the Magiltrate may ordan
whatfoever he pleafes concerning any thing that is indif-

ferent.  The Publick Good is the Rule and Meafure of alf

Law-making. If a thing be net ufeful to the Cominon-
wealth, tho it it be never fo indifferent, it may not pre-
fently be cftablithed by Law.

_dnd farther : Things never fo indifferent in their own
nature, when they are brought into the Church and Wor-
thip of God, arc removed out of the reach of the Magi-
ftrate’s Jurtdiction 5 becaufe 1n that ufe they have no con-
netion 4t all with Civil Affairs. The cnly bufinets of
the Church 1s the Salvation of Souls: and it no wavscon-
cerns the Common-wealth, orany Member of it, that this,
or the other Cercinony be there made ufe of. Neither
the Ufe, nor the Omiflion of any Ceremonics, in thofe
Religious Aflemblies, does either advantage or prejudice
the Lite, Liberty, or Efltate of any man. For Example ¢
Lct it be granted, that the wathing of an Infane with wa-
ter sin it {cif an indifferent thing, Let it be granted alic;
that if the Magiftrate underftand fuch wafhing to be pro-
fitable to the curing or preventing of any Difeate thae
Children are fubjet unto, and efteem the matter weighty
cnough to be taken careof by a Law, inthatcate he may
order it to be done. But wiil any one therefore fay, thae
a Magiftrate has the faime Right to ordain, by Law, that
all Children fhail be baptized by Pricfts, in thefacred Font;
in order to the purification of their Souls? The extreant
difference of thefe two Cafes is vifible to every one at firft
fight. Or let us apply the laft Cafe to the Child of a
Few, and the thing fpeaks it feif.  For what hinders bue a
Chriftian Magiftrate may have Subjeéts thatare Fens 2 Now

if we acknowledge that fuch an Injury may net be done.

unto a Jew, as tocompel hun, againfthisown Opinion, tor
practice 1n his Religion a thing that 1s in its nature mdit~
ferene .

22
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ferents how can we maintain that any thing of this kind
may be done to a Chriftian? .

Again : Things in their own nature indifferent cannot,
by any human Authority, be made any part of the Wor-
fhip of God;for this very reafonsbecaufe they are indifferent.
For fince indifferent things are not capable, by any Virrue
of their own, to propitiate the Deity 5 no human Powcr
or Authority can confer on them fo much Dignity and
Exccllency as to enable them to do it T the common
Affairs of Life, that ufe of indiflerent things which God
has not torbidden, is free and lawtul : and therefore in
thofe things human Authority has place.  But it 1s no: o
in matters of Religion.  Things inditferent are not other-
wife lawful in the Worthip of God than as they are initi-
tuted by Ged himfclfy and as he, by {ome pofitive cem-
mand, has ordain’d them to be made a part of that Worthip
which he will vouchfafe to accept of at the handsof poor
finful men. Nor when an incenfed Deity thall ask us, Wi
bas required thefe, or fuch like things at our bands? will it be
enough to anfwer him, that the Magiftrate commanded
them. If civil Jurifdittion extended thus far, what might
not lawfully be introduced into Religion? What hodge-
podge of Ceremonies, what fuperftitions Inventions, built
upen the Magiftrate’s Authority, might not (againft Con-
{cience ) be unpofed upon the Worfhippers of God ¢
For the greateft part of thefe Ceremonies and Superftions
confifts in the Religious Ufe ot fuch thingsas are in their
own nature indifferent: nor are they finful upen any other
account than becaufe God is not the Author of them.
The fprinkling of Water, and the ufe of Bread and Wine,
are both in their own nature, and in the ordivary occa-
fions of Life, altogether indifferent. Will any man there-
forefay that theie things could have been introduced in-
to Religion, and made a part of Divine Worthip, if not
by Divine Inftitution? It any Human Authority or Civil

Power



A Letter concernmg Toleration.
Power could have done this, why might it not alfo injoyn

the eating of Fith, and drinking of Ale, in the holy Ban--
quet, as a part of Divine Worfhip? Why not the {prink-

ling of the Blood of Beafts in Churches, and Expiations
by Water or Fire, and abundance more of this kind? But
thefe things, how indifferent f{oever they be in common
ufes, when they come to be annexed unto Bivine Wor-
fhip, without Divine Authority, they arc as abominable
to God, as the Sacrifice of a Dog. And why a Dog {0 a-
beminable? Whar ditference is there between a Dog and a
Goat, in refpect of the Divine Nature, equally and infinite-
ly diftant from all Aftinity with Matters unlefs it be that
God required the ufe of the onc in ks Worfhip, and not
of the other? Wefce therefore that indifferent things how
much foever they be under the Power of the Civil Ma-
giftrate, yet cannot upon that pretence be introduced into
Religion, and impofed upon Religions Aflemblies 5 becaufe
in the Worfbip of God they wholly ceafe to be indifferent.
He that worf(mips God does it with defign to pleafe him
and procure his favour.  But that cannot be done by him,
who, upon the command of another, offers unto God
that which he knows will be difpleafing to himn, becaufe
not commanded by himfclf.  This is not to pleafe God,
cr appcafe his Wrath, but willingly and krowingly to pro-
voke him, by a manifeft Contempt 5 whichis a thing ab-
folutely repugnant to the nature and end of Worthip.

But 1t will here be asked @ If nothing belonging to Di-
vine Worfhip be left to buman Difceretion, how is it then
that Churches themfelves have the powér of ordering any
thing about the Tine and Place of Waorfinp, and the like?
To this I anfivers That in Religious Worthip we muft di-
fringuifh between what is part of the Werihip 1t {eif, and
what 15 but a Circumitance.  That is a part of the Wor-
fhip which is bclieved to be appemnred by God, and to
be well-pleafing to hims and therctoie that is neceflary.

Circuni-
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Circumftances are fuch things which, tho’ in general they

cannot be feparated from Worfhip, yet the particular in-
ftances or modifications of them are not determined 5 and
therefore they are indifferent.  Of this fort are the Time
and Place of Worfhip, the Habic and Pofture of him thx
worfhips. Thefe are Circumftances, and perfeltly mndithe-
rent, where God has not given any exprefs Command a-
bout them. For example : Amongft the Fenr, the Time and
Place of their Worflup, and the Habits of thofz that ofhi-
clated in it, were not meer Circumftances, but a part of
the Worfhip 1t it 5 in which if any thing were deceltive,
or diffcrent from the Inftitution, they could not hepe that
it would be accepted by God. Bat thefe, to Chrittians
under the liberty of the Gofpel, are meer Circumftances
of Worfhip, which the Prudence of cvery Church may
bring into {uch ufe.as thall be judged moft fubfervient to
the end of Order, Decency, and Edification.  But, even
under the Gofpel,thofe who believe the Firft, or the Seventh
Day to be fet apart by God, and confecrated ftill to his
Worflitp, te them that portion of Time is not a fimple
Circumf{tance, but a Real Part of Divine Worfhip, which
can neither be changed nor negleCed.

Inn the next place: As the Magiftrate has no Power to
impofe by his Laws, the ufc of any Rites and Ceremo-
nics in any Church, fo neither has he any Power to forbid
the ufe of fuch Rites and Ceremcnics as are already re-

-ccived, approved, and pratifed by any Church : Becaufe

if he did {0, he would deftroy the Church it felf 3 the end
of whofe Inftitution is only to worfhip God with freedom,

.after its own manner.

You will fay, by this Rule, if fome Congregations fhouid
have a mind to facrifice Infants, or ( asthe Primitive Chri-
ftians werc falfcly accufed ) laftfully pollute themfelvesin
promifcuous Undleanncfs, or practite any other fuch hii-

.ous Enormiiics, 1s the Magiftrate obliged to tolerate them,

becade
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becaufe they are committed in a Religious Affembly » [+

anfver, No. Thefe things are not lawful in the ordinary
courfe of life, nor in any private houfe; and thercfore
neither are they {oin the Worthip of God, orin any rcli-
gious Meeting.  Bur indeed if any People congregated up-
on account of Religion, fhoutd be defirous to facrifice a
Calf, I deny that That ought to be prohibited by a Law.
Melidens, whofe Calf it 1s, -may lawfully kil his Calf
at home, and burn any part of it that he thinks fit.  For
no Injury is thereby done to any one, no prejudice to an-
other mans Goods. And for the fame reafon he may kill
his Calt alfo in a religious Meeting,  Whether the doing
o be wcll-pleafing to God or no, itis their part tocen-
tider that do it. The part of the Magiftrate is only to take
carc that the Commonwealth receive no prejudice, and
that there be no Injury done to any man, ather inLitc or
Eltate.  And thus what may be {pent on a Feait, may be
{fpent on a Sacrifice.  But if peradvenure fuch were the
frare of things, that the Intercft of the Commonwealth re-
guired all {langhter of Ecafts thould be torborn for fome
while, in order to the increafing of thie ftock of Cateel,
that had been deftroyed by fome extraordinary Murrain s
Who fees not that the Magittrate, in fuch acafe, may forbid
all his Subjects to kill any Calves for any ufc whatioever 2
Oaly tis to be obferved, that in this cate the Law s not
made about a Ieligious, bata Pohical matter: nor 13 rhe
~ Sacrifice, but the Slanghter of Calves thereby prohibited.
_ Dy this we fee what difference there 13 baween the.
Church and the Commonwealth,  Whnttoever is Taw il
m the Cominonwealth, cannot be prohibited by the Ma-
iltrate in the Church, Whatfoever is periiaed unto any cf
his subicls for their ordinary ufe, neither con nor ought
to be forbidden by him to any Selt of” People for their re-
ligious Ufes.  If any man may lawtally tuke Bread or Wine,
cither firting or knceling, i his own houfc, the Law onghie
k not
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vot to abridge him of the fame Liberty in his Rehgious
Worfkips tho' in the Church the ufe of Ercad and Wine be
vu'v drtferent, and be there applied to the Myl(reries of
.u h, and Rites of Divine Worthip. But th ofe things
at aie pr(:)udxcml to the Commonweal of a People in
thar omrm'y ufe, and are theretore forbid.dem by ¥ ,a\xa,
thoft: things ought not to be permiteed ro Charches in their
facred RitesOncly the Magiftrate ought alwavs to be very
careful that he do not mifufe his Authoiity, to theop pret-
fian of any Church, under presence of publick Good.
Itmav be faid 3 Whateit a Chuoch be Lllarons, 1s that
alfo to be tolerated by the Mz iftrate ? B anfwer, Whoe
Power can be given o the Mazittrate for the fupprefiion
of an tdolasrous Church, which tmvnot 1 time :md place,
be made ufe of to the ruine of an Orthodox one? For
it muft be remembred that the Civil Pover v the fame
every where, and the Re'izion of every Prince 1 Orthecox
tohim 1l I therefore fuch a Power be rranted uneo the
Cuvit Mamiftvate m Spivitauls, as that at Guneva ( for Ex-
ample ) he may extnpte, by Violenee and Blood, the Re-
ligion whichiis there rcpurut [doiatrous 5 by the Gunc Rule
another Magiftrate, in fome neighbouring Country, may
opprefs the Reformed Religion 5 aud, in India, the Chriftian.
The Civil Power can cieher dmn ge cvery thing i Religi-
on, according to the Princc’s ph.\tme or it can char'rc
nothing. 1€ it be once permizted to ntroduce any thx'W
into Relizion, by the means of Laws and Penaliies, therc
can be no bounds put to it but it will in the fame man-
ner be lawtul to alter every thing, according to that Rule
of Truth which the MagHtrate has framed unto himfcif,
No pman  whatfocever m;_ht thercfore to be depri-
ved of his Terreftinal Enjovments, upon account of his
Religion.  Not even Awericans, {ubjetted unto a Chriftian
I’rmg(, are to be puniflied cither in Body or Goods, for
vot imbracing our Faith and Worlkip. If they are per-

{waded
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fwwaded that they pleafe God i obferving the Rites of
thaar eswn ‘Country, and thar they thall obtain Happinefs
by that means, they are to be lefi unio God and them-
felves. Let us wace this matter to the borromn. Thus ¢
15, An inconfiderable and weak number of Chrifiians, de-
ftitute of every thing, arrive ina l“.\g'm Countrv : ludl
Forcigmers befeech the In habitants, by the bowdls of Hu-
manity, that they would fuccour them widh the necefla-
rics of tife: Thole neccitarics are given m«m, IHabiations
are granted 3 and they all joyn together, and grew up
inte oie Dody of Pcoplc. The Chiiftian Religion by this
“means takes root in that Countrey, aind (;nu.l; TSI
but does not fuddenly grow the ftrongeflt.  Wiiile t'nings
are in this condition, Peace, Friendfhip, Fairh and equal
‘Juftice, are preferved amongit them. At kength the Ma-
-giltrate becomes a Chriitian, and by that means thar Farey
becomes the maft powm{ul Then immediarcly all Com-
pacts are to be broken, all Civil Rizhts to be violated,
“that Idolatry may be cxtirpared : And unlefs thete nno-
cent Pagans, firice Obfervers of the Rules of Equity and
the Law of Nature, and no wavs offending avainfe tic
Laws ‘of the Socicty, 1 fw anlefs t they will forfake thar
ancient Religion, and embrace a new and {trange one,
they are to be turned out f the Lands and Potlc(iions of
their Forcfathers , and perhaps deprived of Lite it felf:
-Then at laft it appears what Zeal tor the Churel, joyne: l
“withthe dcfire of Donhion, is-capabile to produces anc
-how -calily the pretence of Religion, and of the care of
Souls, ferves for a Cloak to Covetoufheds, Rapine, .rml
Arabition.
Now svhofoever maim s that Idolatrv 1< to berooted
out of any place by Laws, Punitliments, Fire, ond Sword,
Cmay ap}\ly this Story to himfelt. tor the recfon of the
~thing is equal, bothin Awmerica and Euwrope. - And neicher
1’*g‘ms there, nor any Dilicnting :Chriftians here, cain with
G F 2 any
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anv yight be deprived of their worldly Geods, by the
predemnaing Faltion of a Court-Church : nor are any
avil Rights to be cither changed or violated upon account
of Rehgion inone placc more than another.
But Idolatry (fay tome ) 1s a fin, and thercfore nor to
be rolerated. It they fud it were therefore to be avoid-
¢d, the hnference were goed. Buat it does not foilow, that
becaufe it is a fin it ought thercfore to be puniih ed by
the Magiftrate.  For it does not bcdong unto the Moegi-
ftrate to make ufe of his Sword in punithing every thing,
indiiferenddy, that he tales to be a fin againtt God. Co-
vetoufnefs, Uncharirablenefs, Idieness, .md many other

things are fins, by the confunt of all men, which yet no

man cver faid were to be punithed by the Magiftrace.
The realen is, becaufe they are not prejudicial to other
nuens R g'xtw, nor do they break the publick Pcace of Sc-
cicties. INay, even the fins of Lyving and Perjury, aic
no where punithable by Laws; unlels 1 certain cafes, in
which the real Turpitude of the thing, and the offcace
againft God, are not confidered, but only the Injury dene
unto mens Neghbours, and tothg Commonwealth.  And
what if 1n :mother Country, to a Mahumetan or aPagan
Prince, the Chriftian Religion feem falfe and offenfive to
God 3 may not the Chrittians for the fame reafon, aad
aficr the fame ma nner, be extrpated there ?

But it may be mgcd further, That by the Law of Z\Ia-
Jes Tdolaters were to be rooted out. True 1adeed, by
the Law of Mefes,  But that is not obligatory to us Chri-
fiians. - No body pretends that every thing, generally,
enjovied by the Law of Mofes, cught to be pralifid
by Chriftians.  But there is nothing more fiivolous than
that comumon diftn&tion of Moral, Judicial, and Ceremo-
nial Law, which men ordinarily make ufe of. For no
pofitive Law whatfocver can oblige any People but thofe
to whom it is given. Hear O Iﬁuzcl {ufticicnly  reftrains

. the
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the Obligation of the Law of AMlfes only to that Pcnple.'

And this Confideration alone is Anfwer enough unto thofe
that urge the Authority of the Law of Mofiss for the in-
fliting of Capital Pumithments upon Idolaters.  But how-
cver, | will examine this Argument a littde more particu-
laxly. .
The Cafe of Idolaters, in refpect of the Fewih Coms
moawealth, falls under a double confiderazion.  The firft
i3 of thofe Who, being inttated in the Mofiieadl Rites,
and made Citizens of that Commonwealth, did after-
wards apoitaufe from the Worfhip of the God of Jjrel.,
Thele were proceeded againft as Travters and Rebuls,
guilty of no lefs than High-treafon. For the Coninon-
wealth of the Fews, ditferent in that from all others, was an
abiolute Theocracy ¢ nor was there, or could there be, any
diderence between that Comimonwealth and the Church.
The Laws eftablithed there concerning the Worthip of Cre
Tnvifible Deity, were thie Civil Laws of that People, and
a part of their Political Government 3 1in which God hin-
felf was the Legilator. Now if any one can thew me
where there 1s a Conunonwealth, at this time, confututed
upon that Foundation, T will ackinowledge that the Eccle-
fiattical Laws do there unaveidably become a part of the
Civils and that the Subjclts of that Government both
may, and ought to be kept in {trict conformity with thac
Church, by the Civil Power. but there 15 abfolutdly no
fuch thing, under the Golpdl, as a Chriftian Cominon-
wealth.  There are, indcad, many Cities and Kingdoms
that have embraced the Faith of Chrift 5 but they have
retained their ancient Form of Government 3 wich which
the Law of Chrilt hath not at all medled.  He, mdeed,
hath taught men how, by Faith and Good Works, they
mav attain Eeernal Lite.  But he inflituied no Cominen-
wealth.  He preferibed unto his Followers na new and
peculiar Form of Governmeitt 3 Nor put he the Sword
Mo
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i0t0 any Maniftrate’s Hand, with Commiflion to mizke ufe
of itn {uwm" men to torfake their former Rehigion, and

recoive his
Sceondly, Forcigners, and fuch as were Strangers to the
Commonwealth of Ijracl, were not compell'd by force to
chicrve the Rites ot the Mojaical Law. But, on the con-
trary, in the very fame place whereie is omucd that a»
Liraclite that was an ldolater fhould be put to diath, there it
is provided that Strangers fevild ot be vexed wor oppreffed.
I confus that the Seven Natons, that poilc(t the Land
which was promited to the Ijradlies, ware utterly to be
cut off.  Bar this was not fingdy becaufe they weie fdola-
tere,  For, 1f that had been the Reafon, whv were the
HMacbites and other Wations to be fpared ? \0-, the Rea-
fon 1s this.  God being in a peculiar manner the King of
the Fors, Lic could not fuffer the Adoration of any other
Dcity (which was properly an At of High-treafon agamft
himfelt ) in the Land of Cawawr, which was his ngdom.
for fuch a manifelt Revolt could no ways confift wih
his Dominton, which was perfectly Political, in thae
Country.  All 1dolatry 'was thercfore to be rooted cut of
the Bounds of his Ringdom s becaufe 1t was an acknow-
lolqrmnt of another God, that is to lay, another King 5
sgainft the Laws of I-_mpnc. The Tihabitants were alfo
to be driven out, that the intire potleffion of the Land
might be given to the Ifraelites.  And for the like Reaton
the Emims and the Horims were diiven out of their
Counrrics, by the Children of Efar and Lot 5 and their
Lands, upon the fame grounds, given by God to the Inva-
ders.  But tho all Idolatry was thus rootcd out cof the
Land of Canaan, ycr every Idolater was not brought to
Execution.  The whole Family of Rehab, the whole Na-
tion of the Gibeonites, urticled with Jofuad, and were al-
lowed by Treaty @ and there were many (ﬂ}‘thCs amongt
the Jaws, who were dolaters.  Duwid and Solosion (ub-
dued
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dired many Counrcries without the Conitnes of the Land
of Promife,and carried their Conqueit» as far as Fuplrates.
Amonn’i fo many C1puves taken, fo nany Natons re-
duced under their Obedience, we tind not one man foreed
nro the Jowith Redipion, and the Worthip of the True
God, and runithed for Idolatry , tho all of them were
ccrratnly ontley of . If any one mndeed, becoming a
Profclvie, “delired to be made a Denifon ot therr Com~
m J.Mmlth, he was obliged to {ubmit unto their Laws;
that 15, to cmbrace thetr Religion.  But this he did wil-
linglv, on his ewn accord, not by coaftraint.  He did not
unwillingly fubmit, to (hew his Obedience 5 But he fought
and follicited tor 1t, as a Privilege, Andas foonas he was
admitted, he became fubjedt to the Laws of the Common-
wealth, bV which all Tdolatry was forbidden within the
forders of the Land of Caar. Bt that Law (s Thave
fard) did not reach to any of thofe Regic ony, however
fubjeted unto the Fors, that were fioac cd without tho
Eounds.

‘Fhus far concernirg ourward Weorllap.  Let us now
contider Articles of Faith,

The dArticles ot Rcligion are {ome of them Praiical, and
fone Speculative. Now , tho both forts cenfift 1 the Know
ledge ot Trudh, vet thefe terminte {inply i the Umlc.r—
frandi ling, T hofe tnfiuence the Wil and Mamners. Speculative
Opinions, tiwretore, and drtacles of Frith (as they are called)
which are vequired only to be believed, cumot be mpefed
on any Church by the Law of the Land. For it 1s woitird
thot things flionld be enjoyued by Laws, which are not m
mens power to perform. And to believe this or that to be

true, does not depend wpon our Will. - Bue of this enough -~

has been fuid al cadv But (will fome fay) let mea ac
Jealt profes that they believe. A fiveet Relizion indeed,

that obliges mén to diffemble, and tell Lies both to God
andl Man, for the Sulvaton of their Soulks 1 the Magt-
: firate

39



40

A Letter concerning Toleratica,
ftrate thinks to fave men thus, he feems to unlderftand lit-
tle of the way of Salvation. And it he does it not i ar-
der to fave them, why is he {o fo follicitous about the Ar-

ticies of Foith as to cnadt them by a Law 2
Further, "t he Magifirate ought not to ferbid the Preach-
iz or Proteting of any %pgcuht'\c Opmions i any
Church, becaufe thLV have no manner of rclatten to the
Civil Rights of the bub)gch. If a Rozran Catholr ki bilieve
that to be rcally the Body of Chrift, which another man
calls Pread, he does no mjury thercbv to Lis N u,nbour
It a Few do not belicve the New Totament to be the
VWord of God, he dees not thucb alter any thing in
mens Civil '{%hts. It a Hecathen de¢ ubt of both Tcfta-
ments, he is not therefore to Le punithed as & pernicions

Citizen.  The Power of the Magiftrate, and the Eitates of

the People, mav be cquallv fecure, whether any man be-
licve thede things or no. 1 101«\:1) grant, thot thele Oji-
mions are falic and abfird.  Eue the bufincfs of Laws is
not to provide for the Truth of Opinions, but for the
Satety and Sccurity of the Commonwealth, and of cvery
particular mans Goods and Perfon. And 1o it ought to be.
For Truth certainly wovld do well enough, it fhe were
once lctt to fhife for her feif. She feldom has reccived.ana |

fear never will reccive much Afliftance from the Power of

Great men, to whom fhe 1s but rarcly known, and mue
rarcly welcome.  She is not taught by Laws, vor has fl.c
any need ot Force to procure her entrance into the minds
of men. Errors indecd prevail by the afiiftance of for-
reign and borrowed Succours. But if Truth makcs not
her way into the Underftanding by her own Lighe, the
will be but the weaker for any borrowed force Violcnce
can add to her. Thus much for Specilative Opimon..
Let us now proceed to Prudfical oncs,

A Good Lite, in which cenfifts not the lealt part of Re-
ligicn and true Picty, concerns alfo the Civil Gevrnnient :

. and
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and in it lies the fafety both of Mens Souls, and of the
Cemmonwealth.  Moral A&ions beiong therefore to the
]urlidl&lon baithof the outward and inward Court 3 both
of the Civiland Domeftick Governor 3 T mican, both of
the Magiitrate and ConfCience.  Here therefore is great
damcr, leaft one of thefe Jurifdictions merench upon the
other, and Diicord arife between the Keeper of the rin-
lick Feace and the Overfeers of Souls. But if what has
been already faid concerning the Limutsof both theiz Go-
vernments be rightly confidered, it will cably remove all
diibmulty in this moreter., :
Every man has an Imenortal Soul, c'lpablc of EteinaliHap-

pincs or Mifery 5 whofe Happinefs depending upon his be-
lieving and dum{’ thofe things i this Life, which are ne-

cefiary to the obmining of Gods Favour, and are prefori-
Led bv Ged tothat enc I 5 it follows trom thernice, 1/£, That
the obfervance of thefe things is the higheft ()bh'_{.mon‘h"lt
hies apon Munhind, and that our urmott Care, Application,

and Ditigence, cught to be exercifed n the Scarch and

Performe of them 3 Becaufe there is nothing in this -

World thar is of any confideration in Lompaufon with E-
ternity.  2dly, That feeing oneMan does not violate the
Right of another, by his Erroneous Opiuions, and undue
manner of Worliip, nor is his Ferdition any prejudice to
another Mans /\ﬂa.rs ; therctore the care of each Mans Salva-
tion belongs only to hunfdlf. But Twould not have this un-
derfroed, as if meant hereby to condann all charitabie Ad-
monidons, and affefionate Endeavours to reduce Men from
Errors 3 which arc indeed the greateft Duty of a Chuifiian,
Any one may cmpley as wany Exhortations and  Arzu-
ments as he }1&\(13 towards the promoting of anoiher
mans Salvation. Eut all Force and Comypuliien aic to be
forborn. Nothing is to be done imperiontly,  No bodv s
cbliged m that lmttCl' te yield Obedicnce unto the Ad-
monitions or Tnjundtions of another, turther than he nim-

G L.A
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{0 is perfivaded. Every man, in that, has the fiprerre and
abiolute Authority of ylf\gmg for himiclf. And the Rea-
ton 1s, becaufe no bedy cife is concerned in it, nor can
recdve any prejudice from his Conduét therein,
ut befides their Souls, which are lmunortal, Nen have
aifo their Temporal Lives here upon Earth 3 the State where-
t' sang fradl and fecting, and the duration uncereai s they
Favenced o foeveral outward Cenveniences to the 1*1; port
thereof, which arve to be procured or preferved by Foins
aikd mdu(cry For thofe things that are neceflary v the
comfortable {fupport of our Lives are not the fpontarcons
Produdts of Nature, nor do offer themfelves fivand pie-
parcd tor our ufe.  This part therefore draws on anoder
carc, and neceflarily gives another Imployment.  Bue
pravity of Mankind beirg fuch, that they had rather in-
)nn()l'ﬂy prey upon the Eruits of other Mens Labo s, th
ke pains to provide forthemtelves 5 the necetlity of prr -
{an'r Mcn in the Poficflion of what houeitindulrry hus
ahmdy acquired, and alfo of preferving their LiLerty anl
{trength,whereby they muy acquire what they further wanty
cbliges Men to enter into Society with ene another 5 that
by mutuad Affiftance, and joint Force, they may fcuucunm
cach other their Proprieties, in the thmvs that contribuire
to the Comfort and Happineds of this 1ife s leaving 1n
the mean whiie to every Man the caic of lus own Eer-
nal Happincts, the attainment whercof can ncither be fi-
aittated by another Mans Indaftry, nor can the 1ofs of it
turn to another Mans Preiudice, nor the hope of it be forced
fromhim by ary extcrnal \/mluuc But forafimuch as Men
thus entring_ into Socictics, grounded upen their musual
Compaiss of Alfiftance, for the Defence of their Tom-
rom] Goods, may neverthelefs be deprived of them, -
ther by the Rarine and Fraud of their chow-szcns, or
oy the hettile Violeince of Foxrcmnus 5 the Remedy of
this Evil confifts in Arms, Riches, and Muldeude of Cii-

zZ<ens A
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rens 5 the Remedy of the other in Laws 5 and the Care
of all things rclating bath to the-one and the other, 1
committed by the Souciy to the Civil Magiftrate, Thisis
the Original, this is the Ufc, and thefeare the Bounds ot the
Legiflative (which is the Supreme) Power, in every Cormn-
monwealth, I isean, diat Provifion mav be made for the

fecunity of cach Mans private Potlclilons 5 for the Peace,
Riches, and pubhck Commedinies of the whele ico-
ple s and, as much as poflible, for the Increale of their
mward Strength, againit borreign Invations.

Theie things being thus explaind, it is cafic to under-
frand to what end the Legiflative Power cuche to be di-
refted, and by whar Meatitres regulaicd 3 and thot is the
Te m}oul Good and outward Profperity of the Sovicty s
which tsthe {ole Reafon of Mens enniingino Society, and
the only thing they feck and aim ar in 1. And 1c 15 alto
evident what Liberty remams to Men in reference to
thicir erernad Salvation, and that s, that every one {hould
do what ke 1n his Confeience 1s perfwaded to be ac-
ceptalic to the Almighty, en whofe good pleaiire and
accepranice depends their eternal Happiaels.  For Cbedi-
cice 1s duein the firft place to Ged, and afterwaids to
the Laws. :

But fome may ask, Whlat if ile Magiftraic frould es-
Joyn ary thirg by /1‘ Authority ilat appears unlowfil to
7% (w,uuzrc af a private Peorfzi 21 anlwer, That if
Governaient be fadhtully admniboed, and the Courdlls
of the Magiltrate be indied dirddied to the publick Goud,
this will feldom happen.  But if perhaps it do fo ril ours
1 fav,that ﬁlch a private Peifon is to abtta trom the Advion
that he julgesunlawtul 5 and heis to underzo the Punith-
weens, whizh it is not u.ﬂ.m' ul for hiin to baar For thepit-
vace Judemeat of any Perfon LUJ“CH’H yoala i i
Tolitical Mateers, for the rublick (m()l Gues Dot tehe sy
the Qblicaiden ot that Law, nordeferve a Dilpeiidan, i

G2 it
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if the Law indeed be concerning things that lie not with-
m the Verge of the Magiftrate’s Authoricy 5 (as for Exam-
ple, that the People, or any Farty 'lmn""& them, thonld be
compell'd to embrace a iuanqe P\chy,lon, and jein in the
Worihipand Cercmonies of anoiher Chuiveh,) men: arc rot
m 1hnk cates obliged by that h»v, acain{t their Confoi-
cnees. For the Poiitical Society 15 infirtuted for no other
¢nd butonly to feeure every mans Polictiion of the thing;
of this Life.” Tre care of cach mans Scal, and of the thin
of Heaven, which ncither does belong to the Common-
wealth, nor can be fubjected to i, i lefe enuirely toeve-
vy mans folf Thus the fafcouiard of wens lives, and
of the things that belong unto this lite, 15 the bum.d 200
the (,u:mnom\u‘tu3 and the praferving of thofe tling
unco their Gwaers s the Duty of the Magiftrate, u.J
therctore the Magatrate cannot take away thefe world! v
. things trom thi nun, or p ArLy, ind give them 1o tha: s

nor change Piepaety amongit Fellow-Subjects, (oo not
€ by a l,aw) tfor a caute that has no rclaaoen to e
ard of Civil Government 3 1 mean, for their Religion s
which whether it be true or falfe, does no pr(:JLT(_hC(, w0
the worldly concerns ot thar Fclh)W'-Sub)L&s, which are
the thmuw that oaly, belong unio the care ot the Com-
MW uhh.

But wlat i the Magidrate blice fu‘/.v a Lan as tlis 1o
ve for the ]t“/u\ Gogd ? I anfwer: As the perJ‘C Judg-
micnt of any paracular Perfon, it crroncous, does not
exempt hun from the obligation of Law, fo the private
fudgment Cas Tmay call 1t ) of the Mag flft.atc doos nor
;*xc pn any new Right of impoling  Laws upoa his
w{is, which hecither was in the Conftitwtion of the Go-
vernment granted himy nor ever was 1 the power of e
reopie tograat s mavh Ky, it e make ic his bufined o
ciinch and advance bis Foliowers and Tellow-fe&arics,
with the Spoils of cthers.  But what if the Mogiftraie

bciicve
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believe that he has a Right to make fuch Laws, and that
they are for the publick Good 5 and his Subjects believe
‘the contrary ? Who fhall be Judge becween thon? Tan-
fiver, God alone.  For there 3s no Judge upon eaith bo
tween the Supreme Magitrate and the People. Cod, I
fay, 1s the oulv Judiemthis cafe, who will rewribute unio
every one at the Lt day JC‘«)IJH]W to his Defertss thatis,
acwrduw to his {liicerity and uprichmel in en: lmvuurmg
to promote Ficty, and the publick Weal and Peace of
Mankiad,  But whar fhall be dene in the mean - while?
I anfwer : 1he principaland cmd care of every one ought
te be of his own Soul M, and i1 the next place of the
publich Peace: tho vet there are very fow will tiink ris
Peace there, where [hL) fee all Iaad waite.

There are two fores of Contefts amonglt mens the e

managed by Law, the other by Foree: and thefe are of
that nature, that where the one ends, the oiher always |

begins. But it is not my bufiacfs to inquire into the

}owcr of the Magiiftrate in the ditferent (.onl*runo.xs of
ations. T only know what ufually | happens wi here Cnr

trmc fics ank, without a Judge to derenmine them. Yo

vill fay then the Magilraie bcmg: the frronger will }..wv.'
his Will, and carry his point. Without doubr. Lut the
Quefrion 1s not here concerning the doubtfulnefs of the
Event, but the Rule of Reght.

. But to come te particulars. I fav, FirZ, No Ouinions
conu:n) to human Society, or to thole moral Rulss
«hich are neecflary o tie pufuv.x ion of Civil Sociery,
are 1o be tolerated by the Magiitraze, But of thefeindocd
Examples in any Chorch are vare. For no Sc(t can ealily
.miw, to {uch a dezuc of madnets, as that i thould think
fit to teach, for Dodrines of Re lision, duch things as mo-
nifefily undermine the o mdations of Sociery, - Tand are
therctore condened by e Jadgnent ot all Mankiad ¢
becaulz therr own Intercil, Peace, E’upma ion, every Tling,
would be thereby cnrlamuu’ Another
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Anothier.more feeret Lvil, but more dangorens to the
Commonweaith, 13, whon man ¢ RITORAE to themficlves, and
1o thofe of thdrowa Sect, ftme peculiar Prerogauve, co-

. . <
vered over with a {pocians {iow or ‘ccuttu‘l vwords, b

in ctlelt oppofite to the Civil Right ot e Cammuny.
Yor Example. We camnot find iny Scit t}*at teaches cx-
]u:!\, and )'{th\, that men are not obliged to keep
thoir Promiicsy thar Prinees may le d\,dhﬂﬂ( d by thoie
that differ from chewin Religion 3 or that the Dwmmon
ot all things bdlongs only to themfctves, For thefe thisgs.,
propofed thuts 1 hedly and 1,“ inly, weuld {eon draw on
thoo the Eve and Haand of the Ts.:m[da e, dand awaken
ail the car eot the Commonwealih to a\».ncnku]mﬁ agaitt
the fpraading of fo dangerous an Evil. - B neverchileds,
we find thole that {ay ‘the {xme tumgs, 11 other words,
VWhat cliv do they mearn, who teach that Faith 75 wot to Le
L rpt with Toreticks 2 [huc meantiig, forfoodh, 1s that the
priviledge of breaking Faith l\(‘(mgs unto themichves:
Var they declare afl dhat are notor their CGon Ui aonto be
Torcichs, or ar et may declore them f5 whenfoever they
think fi. Whet can be the weani ny of teir atlerting
ihat Kiwas exconizanicated forft their Crongrs and Kire-
doms 2 Tt 18 evidont 11..‘& they thercky arregate unto then-
telves the Fower of depoling Kings @ becaule -they chal-
lenge the Power of Excommunication, as the }xgu]mr
le*ht of their tiwerarchv.  That Dowiwion i fJu,zr’cJ in
Cirace, s olfy an Allertion by which thofe that maingain
i do plaie! - Tay cliiar to the potiefouof all things. For
they are not L wanung to thumfelves as not to belie Ve,
or st leadt as not to profefs, themitlves to be the U‘lu)
prouis and fuichful.  Thefe therefore, and the like, vio
2arvbute unto the Faithtul, Redigious and Oithedoy, that
L, 1 plam terms, - uato temfcdves, any peenliar Privi-
acdge or Power above other Mortals, 1w Civil Cencera-

e
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ments 5 or who, upon pretence of Religion, do chal'cr*f“e
any maaner of Amhont; over fuch, as are. not ailociated
vrith them i their Ecclefiafiical Communion s Tlay mu;
have no right to be tolerated by the whaukmtc, Qs TICI-
ther thofe due will not own and teach the Dury of to-
lerating All men in matters of meer Religion,  For what
do all the'eand the like Dorines fizvide, but that they
may, and are ready vpon any occalion to {Uile the Go-
vernment, and policls themfeives of the Efies and For-
tunes of thetr Icllow Sumc dsaoand thoe they onlv wx
leave to be tolerate:d by the Nogiftrate fo lonz lhhll they
find themiclves firong cnotgh to ¢t 12

Azan: That Chuarch can have no right to be tole-
rated by the Maciltrare, which is cenftitucc ! upon fuch
a bottom, that all thefe who enrer into ir, do therchs,
ipfo fiito, deliver themfulves up to the Protedtion and
Service of another Piince. - For by this means the Ma-
giftrate would give way to the fettling of a forrain Ty-
rfhicien n his own Country, and fudfer Lis own Peoyle
to be hited, as 1t were, for ulhl‘(“' s acainft b own G-
verninent. Nor docs the frivolous and fullacious diftin-
ction berween the Court aind the Crarch afford any re-
medy to this Inconveniences ¢ ;v:c)s Hy when hoth tln.
cne and thc other are cqunlly {ibjedt 1o the abtolute At
tharity of u h.m purinn 3 ; wlm has not enly power o
perfivade the Members of his Chweh to whatfoever Lie

Iifts, cicher as (mrc!y Rdligtous, or 1 order theriunto,,

but canallo enjovin it them on pain of Erernal Fiee It
ts ridicelous for any ene to profefs himfelf to be a AMe-
huzetan only 1 his Relizion, but in every thing clic ¢
taichful Subject to a Christian \Ilglﬁmtc whillt ac the
tame time he acknowledacs Bimfclf brm 1l to vield blind
obedience to the Mufii of Conflummeple 5 w ho B is
mtirclv obedient to the Ottorsan (mpuo), and frames the

fuvnul()l.ulu of that R cligton accerding 1o his pleatiine.

bue
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But this MMahumetan living amongt Chriftians, would yet
nmore 3 wparcnrly renounce  thelr Goverz‘mcnt, if he zac-
l\nowlu. red the fante Perfon to be Head of his Church
who 15 the Supreme Magiftrate in the State.

Lajily, Thoie are ot at ali to be tolerated who deny

the Eeing of a God. Tromides, Covenants, and Qaths, whuh
arc the Bonds of Humane Socicty,can have no held vpon an
Akt The taking away of Cnd,mo but even in thought,
difcives all. Befides atfo, thofe thiae by thar Ackcifm un-
dereme and d(_n(‘(\j ail Reirgior, can have no preceice
of Rdigion whereupon fhd,unoe the Privilege of a
Toleration.  As for cther i néu( al Opinions, tho not ab-

{olueely free from all Lxrm, if they do not tend to ofia-

Blith DBomiration over odhicrs, or Civil Tmpunity to the
Chiurchin which they are taught, there can be no Reaton
why they fhould not be wherted.

e remains that [ fay fomedhing conceraing thofe Aflem-
blies, which being m‘fmm' called, and perhaps having
fometimes been {muulzm; and Nurieries of Factions

and Scedittions; are b mIHut to afferd the ftronpeft matter
ot (m) Ction againtt tns Dodiine of Tolerarion.  Bue
s has not hapn ed | Ly anv thing pemnr o the Genins
of fuch Atlemblcs, e by the uihippy Cireamftances of
o opprctied  or - Lil)(lt\. Thele Accuiations
would foon ceale, if the Law of Teleration were enee o
{eiied, thlr ail CLm'c‘ s were obiied to lay dovwn Tole-
r I*lw. as the Teundaien of their own Liberty 5 and teal’
t Liberty of ((..i dence i ovory maas natural Righr,

et .my belonysing to Diilenters as to themfelves 5 an.d tha
no body ought to be compdlied in matters of Reh"v»n
ather by Law or Force.  The FRabliiment of this® one

v
thingy would rake an ay ail erotnd of Compl

nplamts and Tu-
mults UpGN account of (mmucme And thefe Caufis f
Difcontents and Anuslitces Leing once removed , there

would remain notdng in thete Atlemblics that were not

more
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more peaceable, and lefs a}t to pmducc Dilturbance of
State, than in any other Mceetings whad{oever.  But let

us examine particularly the Fleads of thefe Accufations.
Youll tay, That ARmblics and Mcetings endanger the
Pablick Peace, and threatern the Cormmwronmeadth. 1 an-
twer: If this be fo, Why are there daily fuch numerous
\kcrlnga in Markets, and Courts ot’ Judicature ? Why are
Crowds upon the Exchange, and a Concourfc of People
in Citics fuiiered > You'll reply' Thofe are Civil Aflem-
bites 5 but Thete we object againt, are Ecclefiaftical. I an.
fiver : "Iis a likely thing indeed, that {uch Aflemblics as
are altogether remote from Civil Athairs, fhould be molt
apt to embroxl them. O, but Civil Atlembiies are com-
poled of men thae didfer from one another in matters of
Religion 5 but theie Ecclefiaftical Meetings are of Pertons
that are all of one Opinion.  Asif an Agreement in mat-
ters of Rcligion, were in cffect a Confpiracy again(t the
Commonwecalth 5 er as if men would not be fo much the
more warmly unanimous in Religion, the lefs liberty they
had of Aflembling. But it will be urged ftill, That Ci-
vil Aflemblies are open, and free for any onc te enter in-
to; whereas Religious Conveaticles are inore privare, and
thercby give opportunity to Clandeftne Machination..,
1 anfwer, That this 1s not {teiitly true: For many Civil
Aflemblics are not open to every one. And if fome Re-
lizious Meetings be private, Who ave they (I beicech you)
that are to be blamed for it? thofe chat dcme, or thofe
that forbid their being publick 2 Agan s Yeu'll {ay, Thae
Reitgions Commnunton does cxcu.duwl) umt mats Miads
aui Affettions to one another, and 1s therefare the more
danzerous.  But 1f this be fo, W hy ts not the Magi'teate
atiarl of his own Churchs and why does e not muui
their Aflenitlies, as things dangerous to bis Government?
Youll fiv, Becaute he hin wif s a Pare, a‘ld cven the
' H Head
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Head of them. As if he were not alfo a Part of the
Commonwealth, and the Head ot the whole People,

Let us thercfore deal plainly. The Magiltrate is afraid
of other Churches, but not of his ownj; becaufe he 1
kind and favourable to the one, but fevere and cruel to
the other. Thefe lie treats like Children, and mdulges
them evea to Wantonnefs. .Thofe lie uics as Slavess and
how blamelefly foever they demean themfelves, recom-
penfes them no otherviiie than by Gallies, Prifons, Con-
fifcations, and Dcath. Thcfe ke cherithes and defends:
Thoft he continually fcourges and opprefles.  Let hum tnrn
the Tables: Or let thofe Ditienters enjoy but the fame
Privileges in Civils as his other Subjects, and he will quick-
ly find that thefe Religious Meetings will be no long.r
dangerous.  For if men enter into Seditious Confpiracies,
tis not Religion infpires them to it in their Meetings 5 bur
thcir Suticrings and  Opprefiicns that make them wil-
ling to cafe themfclves.  Juft and moderate Govern-
ments are every where quiet, every where fafe.  But Op-
prefiion raifes Ferments, and makes men ftruggle to calt
off an uncafie and tvrannical Yoke.. I know that Sediti-
ons are very frequently railed, upon pretence of Relizion.
Put ’tis as trae that, for Religion, Subjects dre frequently
ill treated, and live miferably.  Believe me, the Stirs that
are made, procced not from any peculiar Temper of thi:
or thac Church or Religioas Society s but from the com-
mon Difpofition of all Mankind, who when they groan
under any heavy Burthen, endcavour naturally wo fhake
off the Yoke that galls their Necks,  Suppofe this Bufinefs
of Religion were let alonc, and that there were fome
other Diftinétion made between mca and men, upon
account of their diffcrent Complexions, Shapes, and Fea-
tores, {0 that thofe who have black Hair (for example)
or gray Eves, ifhould.not enjoy the fame Privileges as

other
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other Citizens 5 that they fhould not be permitted ci-
ther to buy or fcll, or live by their Callings; that
‘arents fhould not have the Government and
-Education of their own Children 5 that all fhould ¢i-
ther be excluded from the Benelit of the Laws, or
meet with partial Judgess can it be doubted but thefe
Ferfons, thus difuinguithed from others by the Colour
of their Hair and Eyes, and united together by oiic
common Perfecution , would be as dangerous to the
Magiltrate, as any others that had aflociated themfclves
meerly upon the account of Religion? Some entcr
into Company for Trade and Profit: Others, for want
of Buiinefs, have their Clubs for Clarret.  Neizhbour-
hood joyns fome, and Religion others. Eut there is
onc oniy thing which gathers People into Scditious
Commotions, and that is Oppreflion.

Yor'll fay 5 What, will vourhave People to mecr at Di-
vine Service againft the Magiftrates VWill 2 Tanfiver s Why,
I pray,again{t his Will? Is it not both lawful and necefiury
that they {hould meet? Againft liis Will,do you fay? Thiat’s
what I complain of. That 15 the very Root of all the
Mifchief. Why are Affemblics lefs futterable in a Church
than in a Theater or Market ? Thofc thar meet there
are not either more vicious, or more turbuicnt, than
thofe that meet clfewhere. The Dufinets in that iy,
that they are ilt ufed, and thercfore they are not to
be fuffered. Take away the Partality thae 15 uled
towards them in matrers of Coramon Rizhts change
the Laws, take away the Penalties unte which they
are fubjefted, and all things will immediatels become
fafc and peaccable 5 Nay, thofe that are averfe to the
Religion of the Magiftrate, will thuk thenfcves {0
much the more bound to mainmain the Peace of the
Commonwealth , as thetr Cosnen 1s better 1n that
. H 2 place
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place than cliewheres Aind all the feveral feparate Cou-
urcgaiions , lihe fo many Guardians of the Publick
Pcace, will watch one another, that nothing may be
imnovated or changed in the Formn c¢f the Govemn-
ment : becaufe they can hope for nothing better then
what they already enjoy 5 that is, an equal Condition
with thar Fellow-Subjects, under a jult and moderaic
Governinent. . Now 1t that Charch, which agrees in
Adigion with the Prince, be e¢ftcamed the clict Sug-
port of any Civil Government, and that for no oth: ¢
Reafon (as has already been fhewn) than becxule the
Prince is kind, and the Laws are tavourzble to 1r:
how much greater will be the Secuarity of a Government.
where all good Subjelts, of whatfoever Church they
be, without any Difuntion upon account of Religion,
enjoying the fime Favour of the Prince, and the fan:c
Beneie of the Laws, fhall become the common Snp-
port and Guard of 1t 5 and where none will have any
occafion to fear the Scvernty of the Laws, but thote
that do Injurics to their Neighbours, and offend
againft the Civil Peace? ‘

That we may draw towards a Conclufion. "Tle
Sam of all we drive at is, That every Mar may c:-
joy the fame Rights that are granted to others. Is 1t
permitted to worthip God in the Rowmar manner?
Let it be permitted to do it in the Gereva Form alfo.
Is it permitted to fpeak Latirz in the Market-place?
Let thofe that bave a mind to it, be permitted to do
it alfo in the Clarch. Is 1t lawfull for any man in
his own Houle, to kneel, ftand, fir, or ufe any other
Pofture 5 and to cloath humfclf in White or Black, in
thort or in Jong Garments ? Let it not be made unlaw-
fui to cat Braad, drink Winc, or wath with Warcer,
i the Church. Ina Word : Whatfoever things. are

lefe
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lcte free by Law in the common occafions of Life, let
-them remain free unto every Church in Divine Wor-
fhip. . Let no Mans Life, or Body, or Houfe, or Eftate,
fuffer any manner of Prejudice upon thefe Accounts.
Can vou allow of the Preshyterian Difcipline 2 Why
thould not the Epifeopd alio have what they like ?
Ecck.mfﬁcal Authority, whether 1t be adnuniitred by

the Hands of a fingle Verfon, or many, is every wheic
the fame ;5 and neither has any Juritdiftion - things
Civil, ncr any nmnner of Power of Compnlno.
nor any thing at all tv do with Riches and Reve-
1ies.

Ecclefiafiical Aflemblies, and Sermons, are )uftlﬁed
by daily cxperience, and publick allowance. Thefe
are allowed to People of fome one Perfwafion: Why
not to all 2. If any thing pafs in a Riligious Mecting
feditiondly ,  and contrary to the publick Peace, it is to
be pumﬂwd in the fame manner, and no othem ifc,
than as it it had happencd 1n a Fair or Maiket.  Thefe
Mcetings ought not to be Santtuaries for Faltious
and Flagmous Fellows: TNor. ought it to be lufs law-
ful for Llen to mect in Churches than in Halls: Nor
are onc part of the Subjefts to be eftcemed more
blameable, for their mecting together, than others. Eve-
ry one is to be accountable for his own Altionss and’
no Man is to be laid under a Sufpition, or Odium,
for. the Fault of another.  Thofe that are Scdmous,

Murderers, Thicves, Robbers, Adulterers, Slanderers, &ve..

of whatfoever Church, . whether National or not,

ought to-be punifhed and {upprefled.  Buethofe whofe
Dodrine is peaceable, and whofe Manners are pure
and blamelefs, ought to be upon equal Terms with:
their Fellow-Subjects.  Thus if Solemn Aflemblies,

Obfervations. of . Feftivals, publick Worfhip, be per-
mitted
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mitted to any one fort of Profefiors 5 all thefe thing:
ought to be perumtted to the Preshyterians , Indepen-
dents , Amibapnifts, Arnrinians, uakers, and others,
with the fame Liberty. WNay, if we may openly {peak
the Truth, and as becomes one Man to another, -
ther Pagan, nor Makbumetan, norf]ew, ought to be ex-
cluded from the Civil Rights of the Commonweaith,
becaufe ot his Religion. The Gofpel comnmands no fuch

1 Cor. e 32, tung.  The Church, which jidees not thofe that we

13- withont, wants it not. And the Commonwealth, »hich
embraces indifferently all Men that are honeft, peacc-
able and induftrious, repuires it not. Shall we fuf-
fera Prgar to deal and Trade wih us, and fhall we
not futfcr him to pray unto and worthip God ? It
we allow the Fews to have private Houlcs and Divel-
fings amongft us, Why fhould we not allow them to
have Synagogues? Is their Dodirine more falle, their
Worihip more abominable, or 1s the Civil Peace more
endangered, by their meeting in publick than in cheir
private Houfes ? But if thefe things may be granted to
FJews and Pagans, furcly the condition of any Chrifti-
ans ought not to be worfe than thetrs in a Chriftian
Commonweaith. -

Youll fay, perhaps, Yes, it ought to be: Becani’c
they are more inchnable to Fauons, Tumults, and
Givil Wars. . T anfwer : Is this the fanlt of the Chri-
ftirn Religion? If it be fo, truly the Chriftian Feli-
gion is the worft of all Religions, and ought ncicher
to be embraced by any particular Perfon, nor tolera-
ted by any Commoenwealth, For if this be the Genius,
this the Nature of the Chriftian Religion, to be tur-
bulent, and deftructive to the Civil Peace, that Church
it eIt which the Magiftrate indulges will not always
be innocent. DBut for be it from us to fay any fuch

thing
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thing of that Religion, which carries the preatelt op-
pofittonto Covetouinefs, Ambition, Difcord, Contertion,
and all manner of inordinate Defiree 4 and is the moft
modelt and peaceable Religion thatever was.  We maft
thercfore feck another Caufe of thofc Evils that are
cnarged upon Rcligion. And if we confider righ,
we fhall find it to confilt wholly in the Subject thae I
am treating of. It is not the diveriity of Opini-
ous, ( which cannot be aveided ) bnt the refufal of
Toleration to thofe that are of different Opinions,
(which might bave been granted) that has produced
all the Buftles and Wars, that have been in the Chri-
ftian World, upon account of Religien. ~ The Heads
and Leaders of the Church, moved by Avarice and
infatiable defire of Dominion, making ufe of the itn=
modcrate Ambition of Magiftrates, and the credulous
Superftision of the giddv Multitude, have incenfed
and amimated them ageinft thefe that dilent trom
themielves s by preaching unto them, contrary to the
Laws of the Gofpel and to the Precepte of Charity,
That Schifmaticks and Hereticks are to be outed of
their Potlethions, and deftroyed.  Amd thas have they
mixed together and confounded two things that are
in themflelves moft different; the Charch and the Com-
monwealth,  Now as it is very diffictlt for men pa-
tently to fuffer themfelves to be ftript of the Goods,
which they have got by their honelt Indnftry 3 and
contrary to all the faws of Equity, both Humane and
Divine, to be dclivered up for a Prey to other iens
Violence and Rapines cfpecially when they are cther-
wifc altogether blamelefs 5 and that the Occafion for
which they are thus treared does not at all belong te
the Juri{dittion of (ke Maziftyate, but intirdly to the
€onicience of every particu’ar man s for the Condudt

ol.
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of which he is accountable to God only 5 Wlhat ¢
can be expeded, but that thefe men, growing weory
of the Evils under which thev labour, fhould in (¢
end tiunk 1t lawlul for them to refift Force with
Foree, and to detend thar natural Rights (which are
not fortetable upon account of Rdliglon) with Arrs
as well as they can? That this has been hitherto die
ordinary Courfe of things, is abundantly evident in
liltory : And that 1t will continue to be {o hereaf-
ter, 15 but too apparent in Reafon. It cannot indeed
be otherwife, fo long as the Principle of Perfecution
for Religion fhall prevail, as it has done hitherto,
with Magiftrate and  People s and {o leng 2s thofe
that ought -to be the Preachers of Peace and Con-
cord, fhall continue, with ail their Are and Strengch,
to excite men to Arms, and found the Trumpet of
War.  But that Magiftrates fhould thus fuffer thefe In-
cendiaries, and Dafturbers of the Publick Peace, might
jultly be wondred a5 if it did not appear that they
have been invited by them unto a Participation of
the Spoil, and have theretore thought fit to muke
ufe of their Covetoufnels and Pride as means where-
by to increaic their own Power. For who docs not
fee that thefe Good Men are indced more Minifters
of the Covernment, than Minilters of the Gofpel;
and that by flactering the Ambivor, and favouring
the Dominion of Princes and men in Authority, thc}'
endcavour with all their might to promote that Ty-
ranny in the Commonwealth, which otherwife they
fhould not be able to eftablifh in the Church? This
is the unhappy Agreement that we fee between the
Church and State. Whereas if cach of them would
contain it {elf wichin its own Bounds, the one attend-
ing to the worldly Wdlfare of the Commonwealth,

the
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the other to the Salvation of Souls, it is impoflible
that any Diicord fhould ever have hapned between
them. Sed, pudet bac opprobria, &vc. God Almighty grant,
I beteech him, that the Gofpel of Peace may at
length be preached, and that Civil Magiftrates grow-
ing more carctul to conform thar own Confciences
t0 the Law of God, and lefs follicitous about the
binding of other mcns Confciences by Humane Laws,
may, like Fathers of their Country, direct all theic
Counfuls ana Eudeavours to promote untverfally the
Civil Weltare of all their Children s except only of
fich as are arrogant , ungovernabie, and injurious to
their Brethren 5 and that all Ecclefualtical men, who
boalt themfelves to be the Succeflors of the Apoftles,
walking peaccably and modeftly 1 the Apoftles freps, -
wirhout intermediing with State-Affairs, may apply
themfclves whelly to promote the Salvaton of Souls.

Farcsell,

Erhaps it may not Le wmils to add a few things

concerning Fercfy and Schzfim. A Turk is not, nor
can be, cither Heretick or Schifimatick, to a Chrifiran
and if any mnan £zl ¢ff trom the Chriltian Faithto Ma-
humetitin, he docs not thereby become a Hererick or
Schifinutick, bue an Apoftate and an Infidel. This no
body doubts of.  And by this it appears that men of
diffcrent Religions cannot be Hereticks or Schilisaticks
to one another.. . .

We are to enquire theretore, what men are of the
fame Religicn.  Concerting which, 1t 1s manifeft thar
thofe wiro have one and the fune Rule of Faith and
Woithip, are of the fame Redigien: and thole 1whr)

‘ : l ave
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have lm not the fume Rule of Faih and W oifirp
are of dicrent Rehigons, . For since all dungs i
belong unto thae Rehgion ave comained in that Puic,
it follows neecdianly that thofe wao agree in one ke
are of oncand thedune Relizion : and wiee werfd, Thins
Nurks and Chrilians are of diffcient Relgrions s becaule
thele taiwe hc Holy S”r/'ptwv; ta be the Rule of thar
Y\d'mo“, nd thoie the - Aleoran, And for the Gme
real m, there may be d'ch 1t Rengions alto even -
mor G C Leilinans., Th(‘ Py //fr and the Lutheraas, tho
Lf)n of t.cm profds Faith”in Chrift, and are there-
fare called Chriftians, yet are nipt both of the {ume
Plizion: becrufe Thete acknowledee nothing but e
Holv Senipuues to be the Rule and Foundation of thir
T\c‘,vrm 5 Thefe t.u\.L in o Tradivions and the e
crees of Popes, and of t}.‘.l; together make the Rite
of thar Rehizion And dis the Chriftians of S. Feln
(asthey are LMI(d) and the Chriftians of Gereva are
of differeat Religions s becaufe Thefe alfo take only the
Lm,, cares 5 and Thofe T know not what Traditions, for

i

the Pule of thar Redigion.

l"hh being fetled, it fullows 5 Firff, that Herely o

Scpuiation irade in E-cltiaftical Communion betvre

nen of the fume I\Ln 1on. tor fome (“nmuvr no way
contae:) m the Duleae (AL

Aad uu‘ma,/, that 2-
rmoruft thety

WO 4&’;§z}owln;:~!ge nothing but the Holy
Seriptiies to bc thetr Rule o Faith, Herefy is a Sepa-
ration ade i their (A.::{mn Communion, for O,
bions pot concained it e exprels words of S ST
Now this Separation may be made in a ewofold man-
el

1. When the greater part, or ( by the Magiftmees
Patronage ) the ftro; ger part. of the Church fcp.tr.c
it (JF trom others, by excluding them out of her Cen
mianion, becaufe they will not pxohfa their Betick Of

certain
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screain- Opinions’ which are not tic ¢ vpreli m«lsoft’;f'

Scripture.  For it is not the paucicy of thofe that are
1up1ratcd ror the Audhicrity of the Mozutoae, that
can make any man cuiliy of Herefy, bm he only is
an Heretick who dividesthe Chureh o parts, mitro-
duces Names and Marks of Diftinétion, and voianrari-
ly makes a Separation becaufe of fuch Cpinton.

2. When any one feparates himfelf fion the Com-
munion of & Churgh becaufe that Church doos ot
publickly profess fome certain Opintons which thct{o-
Iy Scriptures do not Cxprdl) teach.

Both. thele are Heretickr @ becan/c they err in Firo-
darsentils o and they err obg m‘w/; M‘uv? Kuewledas,
For when they have derermined the Holy Scrisross 1o
be the only Foundtion of Faith, they neverrhdkess by
down certain Propoficions as fundamental, whiehr ave
not 1 the Sc rxptwru and becavfe others will not ac-
knowlddge thete additionad- Opiniens of theirs, nor
brild aporr thow os 11 they WuCI’tCCGﬂJ!‘ya!lJ i la-
mental, -thcy thdrefire i*n:rkeaSepararion inthe Church s
either by withdrawinz themfelves from the otlicrs, or
C\pdlmg the -others: from them.  Nor does it figmfic
any thing tor them to fay -that r‘hur Confefi mm and

Syml\oks are acrecable to Scrivture, and to the Amdlo-

gy of Faub. For it they be concaived in the ex prefs
words of Scripture, there caa be no (uuufm about
thom s bca.tmc thole thinos are acknowledged by all
Chiiftians to be of iSivine i'mmm(m, 311 th gr»tou.
fundamental.  Bur it they 2y thae the Articles which
they require to bes "(’Ln;{, are Confequences deduced
from the Seriptare 5 1t 1y 1‘1<.onbtcd1y well done of

“them who blieve aid profeft fuch dhings as fem tvo

them fo agrecable to the Rule of Faith, But ic woull b

very ill done to obrrude thofe thi: s upon others, Uity

whom they do notteciu teo be the trdubitable Doctiines
- I2 of

e ——————
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of the Scripture. And to make a Scparation for fuch
things as thclc which neither are nor can be funda-
nltlltu‘, is to become Hercticks.: For I do not think
thcrc is any man arrived to that degree of madnefs, as
that he dare give out his Confequences and Interpreta-
tions of Scripture as Divine Infpirations, and compare
the Articles of Faith thar he has framed according to
bis own Fancy with the Authoiity of the Seriprure.
1 know there are fome Propofitionsfo evidendy a; gree-
able to Scripture, that no body can deny them to be
drawn from themc : but about thofe therefore there
can be no diflerence.  I'his only I fay, that howcver
deaily we may think this or the ciber Dodtrine to
be deduced troin Seripture,. we oughr not therefore to
umpofe it upon others, as a nec«ﬁan_v Anticle of Fuith,
becauic we believe it to be agreeable to the Rule of
Faith 3 unlels we would be content alfo that other Do-
rines fhould be impofed upon us in the fune manner 5
and thar we fhould be compelld to receive and profets
all the different and conuadittory Opinions of Lmh-
rans, C’alwmju, Remontrants, Aw[mptz’l: and other
Sects, which the Contrivers of Sy mbols, Syftems and
Confeflions, are acenftomed to deliver unio their Fol-
lowers as genutiie and. neceflary Dedutions from the
Holy Scripture. I canhot but wonder at the extra-
vagant arrogance of thofe men who think that they
themfelves can explain things neceflary to Salvatien more
clearly than the Holy Ghoft, the Eternal and. Infinitc
Wildom of God.

Thus much concerning Herefys which. word in com-
mon ufe is applied only to the Doftrinal part of Reli-
gion. Let us now confider S-hifin, which is a Crime
near a-xinto it.  For both thofc words {eem unto me
o fignific an ill-groanded  Scparation in  Ecclefiaftical
Compinnion ,  made “about  things not weccffary, ~ But

fince
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fince Ufc, whichisthe Supream Law in matter of Lan-
guage, has determined that Herefy relates to Errors 1a
Faith, and Schifin to thofe in Worthip or Difcipline, we
muft confider than under that Diftinction. _
- Schkifz then, for the fame reafons that have already
been alledged, is nothing clfe but a Separation made
in the Communion of the Church, upon account of fomie-
thing 11 Divine Worfliip, or Ecclefiaftical DifCipline, that
is not any neceflary part of it.  Now nothing in Wor-
fhip or Diicipline can be neceflary to Chiittian Com-
munion, bur what Chrift our Legitlator, or the Apo-
{tles, by Infpiration of the Holy Spirit, have cominan-
ded in exprefs words. .

In a word: He that denies not any thing that the

holy Scriptures teach in exprefs words, nor makes a

Separation upon occafion of any thing that is not ma-
nitcftly contained in the Sacred Text; however he may
be -nick-named by any Sc& ot” Chiftians, and declared
by fome, or all ot them to be utterly void of true Chri-
{tianity, yct indeed and in truth this man camnor be
cither a Heretick or Schifinatick.

Thele things might have been explined more large-

1y, 2nd morcadvantageoufly = but 1t 1s cnough to have:

Linted at them, thus brictly, to a Perfon of your pares.

F1NTIA.

N
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A N Hifiorical Account of Making the Penal Lime by tie Papiis
4 X il the Prorgiants, aud by the Protiants ag:intt the Fa.
prise VWheran the true Grewad and Keafon ot Making the Lews s
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A Modcft Ecquiry, Whether St. Petor were ever at Rome, and Le-
faop of that Church? Whercin, 1. The Arguirenis of Cardirnl
Beifarmine and othess, for the“.hrmatm, arc contidaed, 1L Some
Confiderations taken Notice of, that render the Negative highly
Probable.  @u.xto. '

- The Spint ©of France, and the Politick Maxims of Lewis X1V, lsid
open to the Woride  Quurto.

fctmorials ot the Method and. Mauncx of Procesdingsin Parlia-.
ment in Pafling Bills: Together wich feveral Rules and Cuiloms,
which by long and coniiane Practice have obruined the Name of
Orders of the Hm/é. Gathered by Obfervatien, and out of the Jout
nal-Beeks, trom the time of Edward V. 0 0.

“ Dr. Burnet’s Tracts in Two Volumes. 1ol L Containing
1. His Travels into Switzerland; Traly and Germany 5 with an Ap-
pendix, 2. Animadvar/ions en the Retlelions vpon the Travds.
3. Three Letress of the Suictits, Inquifition , and State of Ituj.
Vol. 1. 4. 1i5 Tranflations of Ladiintius of the Death of Pur-
fccutors, 5. His Anfwvars to Mr. Varils: In Three Parts.
Twelves. .

A Ccllctlion of Texts of Suipture, with fhort Notcs upon them
And fome other Obfcrvations agzint the P.,m pal Popifs Ersors.
Zmwelves,

The Fallibility of the Reman Chuch , Dcmcnﬂratcd fiom the
Maniicfi Error of the Second Nicene and Tremt Councils, whick
Aflect, That the Veneration and Honoravy B erfbip of Im,me.r, ialrsr
dazion Drimitive and Apoftolicsl, Quartos
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Fo:Xs lately Prinzed for A.C xunhxu.

A Dumen'ireticn that the Church of Rume, and her & Counclis,
hav' Eired 5 by fiewing, That the Coun: ils of Contancey Dufil,
and Treat, Lave, in all thicir Decrees touching Communion in one
Kind. contradited the Received Deétrine of the Chires of Chridt -
with an A”D.!I?’Ix in Aofwer o the XNT. Chapicr ot the Authicr
of A pxpf" \I wprofented, and Reprefioted. Quarto.

AT reatle of Draditions, Part I Whercin it is proved, That we
kave Eviderce fullicient trom, Tr.zlmu':', 1. That the Scripizres arc
the Word ot God. 2. Thiat the Church of Esclund ¢wns the true
Canon ot the Books of the 0id Tefumens. 3. That the Copier of
the Seristure have nt bein corrupted, 4. Tht the R wemitfs have

no fuch Fvidence tor their Tradisions. 5. That the Tettimony of
the prelont Church of Rome can be no fure Evidonce of A stafival
Traditen. 6. What Tradirinis may tecurcly be relid '_lp’.)u, aud
what net. P,

A Treatile of Traaitins, Part 11, Slewing the Noveliy of the
pretended Trad:tions of the Ghurch of Kumes as bug, 1, Nut
mentiongd by the Ancicars of their Ditcourfes of Trad: iteons Apmioli-
ca!, truly 10 called, or (o cficanced by them. Wor, 2. 1o theie
Avow:d Rule, or Syinbid ot iaich, \ur 3. Inthe luirudiicns gi-
ven to the Clergy, concerning ol thofe Cainps they were to teach tre
People. Nor, 4. Inthe Exsiuinationot a 't #fhap at his Ordination,
Nor, 5. In the Ancient Treatifes detigned to infru@® Chrdring in
all the Astidles of their Faith, 6. From the Couftilions of Ko
Dustors : with an Anfwar to the Arguments of Mr. ALonford for
Traditionssy And a Demonitratioa, That the {{iibons made the {ame
Plea trom Tradizion as the Komanits dos and that die Aufwer ¢f
the Fathurs to it doth tully Jultine the Protetiants, & warty,

Al 2hele fuwr Bosks Wratken By ¢l Revaand D, Whitlh,, D. D,

An Exhortation to Charety (and a Word of Comturt ) to the
I Proteliants @ Buing a Sermon Picached ap Siectie in Dorfesbive,

~. upon occaiion of the CoileCticn for Relici of the Poor Protellanis in

this Kinpdom, latcly tled trom Delund : By Sawmuel Boid, Recter of
Ssecple. Quarto,
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