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Introduction

The writings on politics and society by James Mill (1773-1836) have been somewhat neglected by historians and political theorists. A collection of
his writings on "economics" was published by Donald Winch in 1966 and it included a couple of articles and extracts from his books:

An Essay of the Impolicy of a Bounty On the Exportation of Grain
Commerce Defended
"Smith On Money and Exchange" (Ed. Rev. 1808)
Elements of Political Economy,
"Whether Political Economy Is Useful" (London Review, 1836)
History of India

Another anthology was published in 1992 by Cambridge University Press in their "Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought" series. This is
a remarkably dull selection as it leaves out much of Mill's writing on social theory, the class structure of British society, religious institutions, free
trade,the strategy for achieving social and political change, charities and self-help, and the nature of public opinion. The selection is mainly his
articles from the Encyclopaedia Britannica which were republished separately during the 1820s and ignores his long-forgotten articles on class and
self help organizations for the poor. The full list is as follows:

Encyclopaedia Britannica:
Government
Jurisprudence
Liberty of the press
Edcuation
Prisons and Prison Discipline
The Ballot

Appendix: Macaulay vs. Mill
T.B. Macaulay, Mill on Government
James Mill [Reply to Macaulay] From a Fragment on Mackintosh (1835).

See: James Mill: Political Writings, ed. Terence Ball (Cambridge University Press, 1992).
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Since James Mill was a "political economist" the distinction between his writings on "politics" and "economics" is a mute one in any case as Winch
implies by including in his anthology of economic writings material on the Hindus in India. This anthology of his writings on "politcs" and "society"
tries to fill the gap by focusing less on his technical work on economic theory and policy and more on his essays and reviews written over a 20 year
period on various aspects of British politics and society. There is a special emphasis on his social theory of class and exploitation which seemed to
become more important to him during the struggle to reform the British system of government in the years leading up to the First Reform Act of
1832.

This anthology focuses on the period between the end of the war against Napoleon and Mill's death at the age of 63 on 23 June, 1836. His writings
can usefully be divided into two periods. The first covers the period between 1802 and 1815/1817 when he wrote for the following publications [see
the main bibliography for an incomplete list of the pieces he wrote]:

Anti-Jacobin Review and Magazine [1802]
The Literary Journal or Universal Review of Literature Domestic and Foreign [1803-1806]
The Eclectic Review [1807-14]
Annual Review and History of Literature for 1808 [1809]
The Edinburgh Review [1807-1814]
The Monthly Review [1810-1815]
The Philanthropist [1811-1817]

The second period, the topic of this anthology, covers his more mature writings for the following publications:

The British Review, and London Critical Journal [1815]
Supplement to the 4th, 5th and 6th editions of the Encyclopaedia Britannica [1815-1824]
Parliamentary History and Review [1826]
The Westminster Review [1824-1836]
The London Review [1835-36]
The London and Westminster Review [1836]
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