TIHE

LONDON REVIEW,

Anr. 1.
ARISTOCRACY.
I‘Ill. advocates of aristoeracy—who are numerous, not without
abilities, and of whom there will be good aupph for <ome
time to come— labour strenuously to umluuuil inequalitios of
fortune with aristoeratical l'll\l]t"'l. s. And no wonder they do
for all the plausibility of their sophisms is derived from this
capedieat.  Were the v obliged to %l!l‘l!\ of aristoeratical priva-
lewe, traly, as it is—powoer In-l:l v o certain narrow class to do
“nh the rest of the community whad they please they would
be treated with the scorn, which a pretension so nu]mlll nt and
hostile descerves. While allowed, however, to practise with the
forked tongue, and talk of inequality of” fortune and aristocera-
tical 1||'i1'ill.-;_-;1-. as the samed they can hold up the advantages
aceruing  from nn'llutllh of fortune, and by o juggle of Ltn—
e m.lLv them pass for advantages of aristocrae y.
"This is the course which must .11\\.1\« e luu-«.uvtl when a had

thing is to be vindicated.  The praises of some other thing,
which is gcod, are cunningly  transferred to the thing which
15 bad. When the u||]|.-lt is 1o Jdefend a uscless illllllj:lll:l.‘-l.

expe nsive ceclesiastical establishment, take notice that the
privses of religion are transferred to it The two idgsas — that
of religion in Tl its exeellence, and that of an ceclesiastieal
cstablishment. however bad- —arve blended together by artful
language, and o closely associated, that ordina iy minds find it
diflicult to disjoin them.  When this association of ideas is
pretty gencrally formed, the ceelesiastical sophists proceed at
their case.  "Their business is only 1o declanmm and abuose :—
*Base men! would vou destroy religion 27 Or, il in Treland,
*Base men ! would you de sllux 1% u'lvat.unham 27 When all
the while there is no question wbout cither religion or Pro-
ERME mtism, but only about an ceclesiastieal estab lishient which
is inimical to hoth.

Tuke another ox .unph'. in the abuses of government.  They
who desire to maintain in existence the causes of evil strive
to confound them with the causes of good ; and by taking them
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in the lump, apply to the causes of evil the praise which belongs
to the eauses of good.  We are told of the advantages of the
constitution : that is, in their sophistical language, the bhenefits
of government in the aggregate. Well, we are as sensible of
the benelits of government as they are ; but we will not allow
them to transfer the eredit of those benefits to things which
are not the causes of them, but the reverse—eauses of evil, not
of benefit. They may compliment eauses of evil with the name
of part of the constitution. as long as they please ; we shall not
be imelined to sutter them any more on that account.  "Those
parts of the constitution which we hold sacred are the causes
of zood. By casting off the things which are the causes of
evil, we think we are doing serviee to the constitution, in the
only sense in which it deserves a particle of our respect.

Reformers are far from thinking cvil of inequalities of for-
tunc : on the contrary, they esteem them a necessary conse-
quence of things which are so good, that society itself, and all
the happiness of human beings, depend upon them : a conse-
Quence of those laws whenee the generation and angmentation
of property proceeds. That the prosperity of nations may
advance, there must exist motives to aceumulate. But these
motives will operate on some men more, on some less, on some
not at all. There will be dittferent degrees, thervefore, of aceu-
mulation :—and this is the origin of all inequality of property.
Nor can the tendeney to it be checked. were it desirable to do
so. without cheeking aceumulation, and all the advantages which
are to e dervived from it

Jut, abstracting from the consideration that we cannot have
other things which are good for us in the highest degree,
without having  incqualities of fortune along with them, we
consuler inequalities of fortune as themselves good —the eause
of most admirable cffeets. T'o have men of high intelleetual
attiuanments, we must have men who have thetr time at their
cormmand . not under the necessity of spending it wholly. or in
areater part. in providing the means of subsistenee :—in other
words. we must have men of imdependent incomes.  And that
we may have this hag py effeet.in the desirable degree, we must
have them not few in number: we must have them a more than
mconsiderable proportion of the population.  Where the only
men who are in circumstances to devote themselves to intel-
lectual puarsunits are few  in number, there is not sufficient
stimulus. "There must be a publice capable of appreciating
such attainments, sutliciently numerous to cive a weight to
thewr esteem. betore 2 motive can be ;_:‘a-lu.*"l'utwl sufficiently
strong to induce any considerable number of men to take the
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trouble, long and laborious, of making themselves knowing
and wise.

Besides this first and all-important effect, a class of men
possessing leisure is absolutely necessary for cultivating the
clegancies of life. "This cannot be expected from men absorbed
in the labours and cares of earning a subsistence. A society
composed of such men would be necessarily coarse, and would
have a tendeney to grow more and more so: a taste even for
cleanliness and neatness would be apt to be lost among them.
But the laborious classes are prone to the imitation of those
who are in ecircumstances above them:; and when thev see
elegance, are fully capable of discerning its superiority to that
which is coarse ; they are refined by imitation; and it 15 of pro-
digious importance to have in cach community a :-stand:u':‘l of
behaviour to which they may look up; and even of houschold
accommodation, which they may strive to imitate—if not in the
costliness of the materials, at least in the style of the arrange-
ment, and even the beauty of the forms.

Ingenuas didicisse fideliter artes
Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros.

And even to be conversant with the refinements of life, the
simple, unaffected, and true, is a kind of drawing into the path
of virtue.

But while we thus value the advantages of inequality of for-
tune, we must say a word for the prevention of a common, but
gricvous mistake. They are the natural incqualities of fortune,
not the unnatural. to which all these advantages are attached.
By the natural inequalities of fortune. we mean those which are
the result of the natural laws of accumulation ; not those which
are the result of unnatural restraint put upon the natural laws
of distribution—that a man shall not leave his property to
whom he will, or that it shall not go in equal portions to those
whose proximity of relation to him is the same. The incqua-
lities which are owed to this source are mischicvous in every
way—restraining the salutary effeets which flow from inequa-
lities of the natural kind, and operating otherwise as a discase
in the body politie.

A few r'r.-ﬂlcntimm will make this evident; and it is a truth
which deserves our most profound attention.

The first effeet of those artificially-made, unnatural inequa-
lities, is to raise up a small number of enormous fortunes, which
stand by ﬂwmsuﬂ‘cs. and constitute a little class. We have
only to think of the situation of the persons in whom those
masses of property, which cannot be used for any uscful pur-
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pose. are vested: and the influences which thence act upon
them, at every stage of their lives.

What motive have they to cultivate the intellectual virtues ?
or any other virtues? "I'heir business is pleasure.  Distinetion
is ereated for them. by the command which they have over the
thines which all men desire.

Not acquiring the intellectual virtues, it is their interest to
profess contempt for them, and to the utmost of their power to
prevent the esteem of them from rising in the community.
'hev hate men of intelleet, and drive them away.  Observe the
character of those whom, not distinguished by the same gifts
of tortune with themselves, our English nobility raise. as they
term it to their familiarity.  Have men of intellectual supe-
riority been much found among them in any age ¢ The men
whom they delight to honour are rhymesters. storv-makers,
pretenders to literature but true parasites, singers, fiddlers,
dancers. painters, joke-erackers. and buftoons.

The effvet of this is very great in keeping down the value of
intellectual acquirements in the nation—lessening the motive
to the acquisition of them, and diminishing the nember of
those who reach them : for this class have the power ol setting
the tashion, and their t'xmnvlu forms the general taste.

This is one deplorable elteet of these artificially-created and
unnatural inequalities of fortune :—that they keep down the
standard of intellectual excellenee in the nation 3 in which they
are potently assisted by the clergy of a vicious establishment,
to whom the prospect of growing intelleet in the community is
despair.

Nor is their influence less potent in preventing the general
diffusion of’ a taste for the clegancies of life.  "The distinetion
of men overtlowing to excess with wealth is not to have heau-
titul things, but costly. A passion for running after the costly
things. in preference to the beautiful, is ereated and  diffused ;
the universal emulation is to put forth the gaudy signs of
being vich, to the vuin of many of those who enter into this
barbarie competition. . Cost and clegance becoming synony-
wmous terms, the very thought of secking for clegance—which
in this sense they cannot afford—is extinguished in the hreasts
of those amone whom it is of most importance that the taste of’
real cleganee should be dittfused : beeause from them it de-
seends with greatest ease to the body of the population.

It would be very instructive to illustrate this observation in
detail and to show how the operation of large fortunes tends to
the corruption ol taste, in everything to which the word elegance

s with propriety applied.  But we must confine ourselves to
a few mstances.
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To begin with architecture, which is one of the noblest of
the fine arts, and of which the creations, when really tasteful,
have the power of calling up such a train of interesting asso-
ciations as constitute some of the highest of the pleasures of
imagination. By the strength and durability of their mate-
rials, uniting one age with another—by the charms of propor-
tion, and the superaddition of appropriate and harmonious
beauties to the parts essential to the use for which the building
is designed—in the ornaments of which, for every purpose of
1aste, the idea of fitness, or the useful, must always predomi-
nate—itrains of’ the most agreeable ideas are incessantly re-
newed ; and with this great advantage. that the ereations of
architeeture are of mecessity public; and the enjoyment of
them. like the light of day, is as much the property of the poor
as of the rich.

The unmanly and frivolous state of mind which characterizes
a class overloaded with wealth has actually extinguished archi-
tecture among us as one of the fine arts. It has become a low
trade of mimicry, or rather apery— misjudging, misapplying—
forming incongruous monsters, revolting to good sense as well
as to good taste.  Who but people whose taste is gone woald
have thought of erceting. as ornamental, a triumphal arch, in
an age, and a country, in which there are no triumphal pro-
cessions, and in  which the reality of that barbarous and
inhuman exhibition would not be endured? A man of taste
would as soon think of ornamenting his drawing-room with the
thumb-serews and bootikins with which the hierarchical church-
men of Scotland tortured the Presbyterians, as to ornament his
street with a trivmphal arch !—not to mention the bright idea of
setting it astride, not a public street, through which only would
a triumphal procession pass, but a by-path, leading to a private
dwelling:.

We have also some beautiful specimens of the rich man’s
taste, in gates. A gate is an opening through the inclosure of
an inclosed space.  The gate of a walled city is an opening
into the city through its wall ;—a gate into a park or a ficld is
an opening through the fence of the park or the field, into the
ficld.  But it is evident that there is no sense in a gate higher
or more elaborate than the fenee, of whatever sort it be, through
which it affords admission. ‘I'ake, then, as a specimen of’ con-
gruity, proportion, or good sense, the extraordinary picee of
stone and mortar at Hyde Park Corner, which lets people into
a green field, through a paling four feet high ;—and, as another
specimen, the thing set hefore the palace at But-kinghar!l (rate,
standing totally detached from the building, like a pillar of
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salt., and put there it should scem only (by the superiority of
its material) to make the palace look dirty and mean.

But the thing which deserves most reprobation is the despi-
‘able mimiery, substituted for ornament, in the ordinary class
of expensive buildings.  Every idea of appropriate ornament
seems to be abandoned, in order to stick about them the appur-
tenances of a Grecian temple. The men of Greeee did what
men of sense and taste will alwayvs do—they considered what
woere the substantial, indispensable parts of their buildings; to
these they endeavoured to superadd such shapes, proportions,
and decorations as harmonized with them. The essential parts
of Girecian buildings, particularly temples, off which alimost
solely any specimens have remained for our inspection, were
pillars. and the root” which they were placed to support. The
chict thing which admitted of ornament here were the pillars.,
What grace and beauty the Greeinn architeets contrived to
bestow upon them is known to all. "The substantial, indis-
ponsable parts of buildings in our elimate arve solid walls, with
boles et in them tor doors and windows.  The study ol our
architects should, thervetore. have Licen, the ornaments which
could he applicd to solid walls. windows, and doors—as well by
varicty and grace of form, as b_w.' other congruous decorations.
But our architeets, under guidance of the wealthy man’s taste,
have abandoned the very thought of this, and have dreamed of
nothing hut giving us the supports of a Greeian roof, where all
rools are otherwise hli]llu‘ll'll‘l‘ : exhibiting mere aflfectation, and
the utmost barrenness of invention.  What an image is pre-
sented to a man of cultivated taste, when he sees that which is
the appropriate support of the rool’ of an open building stuck
into the heart of a solid wall, or standing a little space before
it with something laid on its top. to make a mock show that it
Lhas ot something to do!

Music, tortunately. it has not been in the power of our rich
man’s taste to spoil. It is not of home growth.  The man of
wealth is obliged to take it as it is made for him, in places more
fivourable to the wholesome eultivation of it -.1m]| one of his
atfectations is to profess a delight in it, which is beyvond both
truth and reason.  In this, too. his conduet is very unfavour-
able to the progress of taste. The profession of the intense in
the enjovment of the fine arts. tends to working for the intense
in the productions of them: and then trath, and nature. and
all that i1s of tine velish in them. woes,  There i1s a pt‘t‘lﬂiariiy
well worth remarking in our rich man’s concern for music : he
hates that the enjovment should o dow

i ' enjo; : n to his poorer neigh-
bours. Yot it is obvious that this is

a very desirable thing.
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In the first place, it is an innocent pleasure ; and in so far as
it exercises agrecably the vacant time of the labouring man, it
is a good per s, and morcover a diversion from the pursuit of
pleasures which are otherwise than innocent.  But there is
another cffeet of still greater importance.  Sweet musie is in
unison with all the sympathetic atlections of the soul. and b
drawing out trains of such cmotions tends to make them
habitual in the mind. A really wise and beneticent legislature
would reckon it a great point to cultivate a taste for musice
among the common people, and to afford it to them of a good
kind. ‘T'he conduet of our legislature. under influence of the
rich man’s taste, and the churchman’s hypoerisy. is altogether
its own. There never was anyvthing like it in the world. 1t
treats the common people as unworthy to enjoy the pleasure of
music.  Latterly the taste in music had so much improved,
that the strolling musicians. who practise in the streets, had
become no bad performers ; and very tolerable music might he
heard in the streets. That was the moment for declaring war
against it; and now it is all but prohibited : as it is, in those
only other places, where it was in the power of the common
people to enjoy it—the places of cheap resort.  If there was
danger, as no doubt there was, of impropricties in those places
of unregulated resort, what was to be t\lmw ?  Why, to afford
the same, or better amusement, in places properly regulated.
In painting and sculpture, the taste of the man of wealth is
notorious and proverbial : it is pure sclfishness.  His money
is all lavished on old pictures—the reverse of encouragement
to the making of new—and on portraits. ‘The old pictures he
carries home, where he is pruurf of them as signs of his wealth,
and shuts them up from public inspection, which is almost their
only use. Portrait-painting. and portrait-sculpture. the very
lowest branches of the art. are the branches which he really
encourages :  so that, in the higher departments, very few
attempts are made; and the art in this country is stationary,
or worse. We do not, however, regard this as much of a mis-
fortune. "To the body of the population, pictures and statues
can never render very valuable service: they are but poor
arts ; and the pleasurcs they give are but little connected with
any of those mental states which we are interested in enlti-
vating. The exhibition of the human form in its ideal perfee-
tion is the best thing they do; and that is something.,  The
perfection of the female form ealls up ideas of love ; and of the
male form, ideas of dignity. or of force. But these are states
of mind which nature provides for. In telling a story. to
call out the affections, the brush and the chisel are very de-
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fective : their resources are confined.  Except by some hideous
exhibition, as that of the Laocoontes, or Ugolino, the emotions
raised are faant,

In respect of this art. there is in the behaviour of the men of
wealth in this country to the rest of the community, something
characteristic, and singularly worthy of attention.  Under pre-
tenee of improving the taste of' the people. they get the com-
munity. as often as possible, to buy certain art icles, which serve
exclusively for their own enjovinent ; and while they are doing
so, exclude the people, about whose taste they are so anxious,
from the enjovment of the beauties of nature—a source of' the
ercatest improvement— by shutting up paths, which are the
people’s rig‘ni‘ and from which they are exeluded only by the
rigght of the stronger. or. in plain English. robbery.

We are accustomed, no doulit, to acts of rapacity on a larger
seale : but there never was in degree a more profligate instance
of the abuse of public money than the purchase of two Cor-
rearios the other year, by money extracted from the pockets of
an overburthened population. Why did not the men of wealth,
i they wanted such things—nobody else did—purchase them
with their own money 2 I'he pretence that the purchase was
for the good of the people. even after all our experience of
inpudent pretences, was astounding.  Our legislators gave
FLOWMY. for two Correggios, and had bhut 20,000/, to spare for
the education of the people. and could not at all relieve them
from the taxes on knowledge ! Oh, brave !

We come now to an art. which is of greater importance, than
all the rest taken together., the art of conversation.

W hen a society exists, well constituted for the pursuit of intel-
lectua attainments and of the clegancies of life, a style of social
mtercourse is cultivated, which whets the understanding., and
miproves at onee the morals and the taste.  Men of indepen-
dent. bt fow enormous incomes, sufliciently numerous to form
a class and a public. are obliged to seek” distinetion among
themselves by qualitics which vrecommend them to the respect
and attection of their fellows.  These are. the high qualities of
the intelleet. the practice of virtue, the endearing affections, and
clegance of deportment in life.  In the social intercourse of
Irersons so circumstanced, the principal ambition must be to
I'!l;tlu' manifest the possession of such qualities. Tt needs but
little streteh of imagination to sce the consequences.  Think
w hat a society must be, in which all that is respectable in
intellect and eorreet in conduet is the object of display : what
cliusions of knowledge.— what ingenuity of discussion.—what
paticnce with the ignorant,—what gentieness in the contest of
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differing opinions,—what tasteful disquisitions on the slighter
ornaments of life, and what grace in the enjoyment and display
of them! Social intercourse of this kind is a school of all that
is grand and lovely in human nature.  And where such is the
style of that intercourse in the leading class — a class not
separated from, but intimately mixed with, the rest of the com-
munity, the imitation of it is inevitable.  T'he community
becomes intelleetual and refined.  Please call to mind that this
is the state of things. which a vapouring man. a needy dependent
of the aristoceracy, said was to tread down all that is ornamental
in society * under the hoofs of a swinish multitude:” a
formula which was greedily taken up by those who thought
themselves made of a ditferent clay l'rmn the = swinish multi-
tude ;7 and actively made use of! till they found it would no
longer do.  The * swinish multitude™ now know that they are
a potent multitude ; and they will no longer be trodden down
under heels however high-born and gentecl.

We have now to consider the style of social intercourse which
is generated by the circumstances of a society composed of men
of overgrown wealth.  ‘The distinction of these men arises
from their wealth ; and for the most part they seck no other
distinetion.  This is a fruitful source of consequences.  Tligh
mental qualifications, not being the cause of distinetion to such
men, are not possessed by them.  They cannot take part in
conversations where these are displayed. They therefore banish
them from their society. It is voted ungenteel to be the
introducer of a serious subject ; and the frivolity of the conver-
sation in the high cirele is proverbial and notorious. Pope, who
often hit off characteristic features with great felicity, gave a
taste of aristocratic conversation, in speaking of the heads of
the aristoeratie eirele, Kings:

¢ ITeard every lord declare
His noble sense of op’ras and the foor.*?

The writers of books of entertainment, in verse or prose, and
suited to the aristoeraiical taste, also men who can vent the cant
of criticism, or who have got by heart and can spout flashy
assaees out of books, and come out occasionally with bits of
an-.'h-dgv or pretended knowledge, are admitted into this high
society 3 but men of solid acquirements are not there; and the
others are admitted on terms sufficiently humiliating.  Mr.
Moore, though one of the most favoured of the admissibles,
complains that he was invited not as part of the company, but
as one who could help to entertain the company. Observe also
the distinctions they make ; who they are whom they favour, and
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who they are whom they neglect; they make this man a pen-
sioner, the other man a baronet; and the only great poet we
have had sinee Milton, they made a ganger.

So much for what is gamed in intelleet by the social inter-
course of high people. Let us next see what is gained in
morals and relinement,. "Their conversation has two tones, and
two only : that of mockery, and that of vehement admiration,
These are the tones naturally assumed by men who think them-
selves superior to all others, and that upon the worst of’ grounds.
To talk of plain things in a plain way is below the dignity of
such people: the herd of mankind do that : they never talk but
to show what they think of themscelves;: that s, with contempt
ol all the rest of the world: and with strained admiration of
their own set, and the things which distinguish it.  How pro-
dignous their admiration of pictures '—because pictures are a
luxury confined to themselves: ol expensive musie, for the
same reason s ol line houses, fine horses, and fine dogs. "The
mtense an sedmiration s o iselt bad: hostile in the highest
degree to the progress of taste : and  the infallible erviterion of
afeeble understanding. When it is exclusively bestowed on
frivolous objeets, it is hostile to every thing that is valuable in
the homan mind.

But if their admiring tone is thus injurious, their disdaintul
tone s infinitely more so. What is desirable above all things
in socicty s a spirit o mutual benevolence ; a kindly feeling
towards one another pervading the whole community.  T'o this
the tone of scorn and mockery is in direct hostility.  Sympa-
thetic kindness does not inhabit the breast along with contempt,
Scorn is the natural expression of the hostile mind, where other
manifestations of it are not permitted ; and the indulgence of
scorn is the plentiful feceder of the hostile mind.  The hostile
mind. therctore, is proved ; and that we do not feel the more
cruch effects of it is only beeause they in whom it exists dare
not attempt them, How deeply we are indebted to our power
of striking terror ! I it were not for this, we should be m the
condition of the most miserable of mankind. Do yvou ask any
further proot than the nature of the case affords?  Look at
Treland.

It is thus evident. that socicty derives no improvement from
!lu- style of conversation and social intercourse which take place
in a class of men ol overgrown wealth., 1t is, on the other hand.
the wmain cause why the state of intelleet. of morals, and of
taste, as in this country at the low point at which, in ecach of
these respeets, it remains: nor will there be any change for the
better, till the influence of that class ceases to be predominant.
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We have as yet considered only the effects upon socicty
produced by a class of men possessing large fortunes, secured
by special laws against distribution, without political privileges.
We are now going to consider what effects are produced by
the addition of political privileges.

A privilege means, a beneficial something conferred upon an
individual, or class of individuals ; in which the rest of the com-
munity are not permitted to share.  These privileges are always
some one of three things—money, or dignity, or power. The
privilege is the most perfeet when it combines, as it commonly
does, all the three.  Let us see how they, severally and respee-
tively, work.

By the money-privilege is not meant the enjoyment of a
man’s own property. whether large or small:  for that belongs
to every member of the community. one as much as another.
It is money peculiarly allotted.  "T'he most remarkable case of
this which has been actually exemplified, is that exemption
from taxes which formerly was one of the privileges of the
nobility in France.  The sinceure places in England, once of
great mmount, reserved for distribution among the people of
rank, is another instance of the same thing. It is not necessary
to allude to more; and it is very evident what this benefit in
the case of the few is composed of. It is composed of oppres-
sion to the many. There i1s so much taken from the many. that
it may without reason be given to the few. This kind of privi-
lege therefore is always wicked. And we must not permit the
friends of this wickedness to confound it. which they like to do,
with another thing which is not wicked,—the reward of impor-
tant service. "T'hat is no privilege. What is so bestowed by the
people is bestowed for their advantage, to sceure them a suppl
of eminent services; and if such rewards are honestly conferred,
any individual in the community, as much as another, may
aspire to them. . :

I'he reflections which apply to factitious dignity are of kin
to the above. We say fuetitious dignity. beeause it is that alone
which has anything of privilege in it.  Dignity, from its natural
sources, from superior wisdom, superior beneficence, superior
clegance, is open to the aspirations of all t‘h(-'commumiy; even
the dignity “*Lil:h springs from the associations we have with
superior wealth, the effeets of which are of a more IIIII.L‘(l
character, is not withheld from any member of the community
who can manage to become rich.  ‘I'he dignity we mean is the
dignity which is conferred by artificial distinctions ; by t:t_lt-s,
by pri‘rotlom-ieu, or any of the other rontri\'an(.:cs. _h)r _whlt]l,
apart from the natural causcs of dignity, clevation is given to
an individual or a class.
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A reflection is called forth upon this subject, which is of the
highest importance, and which has been far too long in at-
tractine the notice which it ought: for, out of what is this
dienity to the one. or to the few, created 2 The answer is
indisputable : the degradation of the rest. A man is elevated
above others. only by making others lower than him.  But if 1
am made lower than another man without reason, that is an
mjury to me : it is injustice and nlallu't-s:-;inl'l. If another man's
pocket s filled out of mine. all the world acknowledges the
oppression: but my dignity is dearer to me than my wealth.
It then my dignity is lessened to augment the dignity ol another
man. 1 am injured in a more precious part.

The contrivance to 1]1-_'_-'1':ul|1‘ a community for the elevation
of a few is not a happy contrivance : it is unrvighteous in the
purpose. and it is gricvous in the effeets. A degraded com-
munity is not an objeet of comfortable contemplation. It is a
community, in which all the valuable qualities of human nature
are in o lower state than they would be, if that fatal cause of
depression did not exist.

Vien a man has attained to eminence by intellectual acquire-
ments, by a course of beneficent conduet to his fellow-ereatures,
by presenting a model of what is amiable in his ammusements
and tastes, or, lastlyv. by the honourable accumulation of wealth,
why should he be robbed of any portion of the dignity which
those merits are ealeulated to confer?  But this robbery he
sustains. when a portion of dignity is taken from him, in order
to make an addition to the dignity of somebody clse: when an
clevation to somebody else is ereated out of his degradation.
The motives to the highest degree of well-doing in every line
are then the most operative when this well-doing  leads to the
highest distinetion,  But the highest distinetion is to be at the
top.  “T'o whatever extent therefore the highest degree of well-
domg is prohibited from reaching the top, to that degree the
motive toat is taken away : and to that degree is the virtue off
the community kept down.  I'hen only will virtue be at the
highest when the pramia victulis are at the highest.  But
artificial ranks are a contrivance to prevent the preemia virlulis
to be at the highest.  To have a high rank, thervefore, we must
have a low virtue: that is part. and but a part, of the price we
must pav for the article.

But of the kinds of privilege, that which consists in political
powers is by far the most important. We do not mean to enter
mto a detarled exposition of its effeets; but the particulars to
which we shall advert will be allowed to deserve the most
profound attention.

A privilege made of political power, must be made cither of
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judicial power, administrative power, or legislative power. In
our own country we have specimens of all the ways. The
highest of all our tribunals, the tribunal of last resort. is com-
posed of hereditary judges. The whole of the administrative
power in a mass, is |lilacml in the hands of an individual by the
right of descent ; which individual, has also a great share of
judicial power, in the exclusive right of pardoning: and as the
legislative power in this country, according to the received
theory of the constitution, is divided into three parts, two of the
three parts exist in the shape of privilege. and only one is free.

No one disputes, that there ought to be no political power
which does not exist for the good of the community ; and that
if in any quarter there is a single particle of it, in any shape,
which is not for the good of the community, it ought to be
abolished.  And why #—not merely because it is superfluous ;
but beeause it is noxious. Politieal power is the power of
commanding : and that implies the obligation of obeying.  But
why should 1 be subjected to the degradation, and the hardship,
which may be to any degree, of submitting to the commands of
any onc, when it is for no good 7 Above all. why shonld the
millions composing the community be subjected to the degrada-
tion and oppression of obeying any one’s commands, when it is
for no good ?

But the most weighty consideration of all yet remains to be
stated.  All political power which exists in the shape of privi-
lege has a tendeney to be mischievously used.  This in fact is
true of all political power: and therefore all wise men are for
putting adequate checks upon it ; that is, so ordering matters,
that it shall be against the interest of those who hold it, not to
make a good usc of it.  But all that portion of it which is al-
lotted in the shape of privilege. is, to a certain degree, placed
out of the reach of 1'110(*]1. So far as it is so, it is most unwisely
allotted. 1t is a power put into the hands of individuals, to be
used for their own advantage, at the expense of’ the rest of the
community.

But to set up a class or order of men, by giving them powers
which they may use for their own advantage, at the expense of
the rest of the community, is to set up a body of enemies to the
rest of the community ; for they will be sure to aet like enemies ;
which is, to ]n'n.-;m*lilv their own advantaze to the utmost, re-
gardless of the mischief they do to the rest of the community.
I'heir constant endeavour will be, to give to their power the
most extensive operation possible. It will be gilded with all
sorts of false colours, Writers will be hired, some with money,
some with smiles, to serve it with all the powers of sophistry.
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The writers who expose it, will be pursued with ealumny, if there
be no more direct mode of persecuting and putting them down.
If there be, they will be thrown into gaols, and robbed of their
property, till their ruin is consummated.

Such men full well know, that in the attainment of good
government their power of serving themselves at the expenso
of the community will be taken away. There is nothing, there-
fore. which they hate with so much’ intensity as any approach
to good government, and the men who are working with any
cffeet towards the attainment of at.  1If they could poison all
such men with their looks, what a heartfelt joy it would be to
them ! In the meantime, they do what they can with their
wstilential breath @ they strive to poison their reputations.
he man who appears as an advoeate for good government
they call a wretch, who wants to destroy government and sub-
stitute anarchy : the man who exposes the abominations of an
unwholesome ecelesiastieal establishment they call an Atheist,
and would have us believe that he is as much detested by the
Almighty as he is by them.

It is very unfortunate, when a state possesses within itself
a body of enemies, such as this.  However, in committing the
folly of giving the powers which make men the encemies of their
fellow-citizens, the greatest mischief is done by giving legis-
lative  powers.  No long as the legislative ‘power is well
placed. there is a remedy.  "T'he command of the legislative
power is the snpreme command ; and it can set bounds to the
excercise of all subordinate powers, and keep it within the path
of utility—at least. of harmlessness.  But when the power of
legislation is put in the hands of those who have an interest in
using it for their own purposes, the descent to evil is prone and
irresistible.

In making these reflections, no man ean forbear turning his
thoughts to the situation of Encland in respeet to its legisla-
ture.  Nearly one-hall” of the legislative power is placed in the
lands of men who, by the tenure on which they hold it, are of
necessity converted into a body of enemies, of the kind we have
Just deseribed. The great objeet of their dread is, as we have
seen. every approach to good government.  Their earnest
desive. of course. is to prevent it : and the fact is—a lamentable
fact assuredly—that they have it completely in their power to
lli. =i, i

The existence of this power is an evil. so great, that all other
gricvancesin the state sink into nothing compared with it. That
a clear-sighted and resolute people will not always endure it, is
not to be teared : hut how long it may contrive to carry on its
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work, by fair words, and by little concessions, well-timed. it is not
easy to foresee : especially so long as those who take the lead
of the people in opposing them. afford them so much encou-
ragement, by the faintness of their desire for the progress of
good government, and the fecbleness with which they urge
even the reforms which they approve. i

In the meantime, it behoves the people of this country deli-
berately to mature their thoughts, about the mode of meeting so
great an evil, the removal of which is a matter of necessity.

In taking measures for removing evils in the machinery of
government, it is good to accomplish the object (if accom-
plished it be, for half measures only indicate a weakness, which
gives boldness to resistance, and adds to the difficulties of
farther improvement )—with as little change as possible.  We
think that the power of the Lords to effect the ineredible mis-
chiefs, il‘l\'ul\'t'li in their power of frustrating all schemes of
improvement, might be HIL'I.']'I away by a change very little per-
ceptible.  Let it be enacted. that if a bill, which has been
yassed by the House of Commons, and thrown out by the
Touse of Lords, is renewed in the House of Commons in the
next session of parliament, and passed, but again thrown out
by the House of Lords, it shall, if passed a third time in the
House of Commons, be law, without being sent again to the
Lords.

What is put forward, as the great, and almost sole advantage
of having two houses of legislation. is the security which it pro-
vides for mature deliberation ; for it never can bhe thought by
any man who has the blessing of reason. that there ought to
be two anthorities in a state, the one capable of barring what-
over the other would do.  This would be a scheme to arrest
the powers of legislation, and sct the whole vessel afloat without
a carpenter and without a pilot. It is quite certain that if
there be two authorities, one or other must have the means of
prevailing in the long run. "The only question then is, to which
of our two houses of parliament that power should belong. And
this, we Lelieve, we may consider as a question decided. We
do not suppose that the Duke of Wellington himself would
pronounce for the House of Lords.  Whether he would diseern
the consequences may be doubtful : but this he would certainly
sce, that it would mot be submitted to.  If anywhere there be
two legislative assemblies—one under efficient obligations to
legislate for the good of the community. the other under no
obligations but to legislate for their own good—the power of
prevailing in the long run, given to one or the other, involves
the whole of the difference between good government and bad.
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The powers of legislation exercised for the good of the people
v ood povernment | the powers of legislation exercised for
the good of uny set ol men s bad governmment, and s naturally
carvied to excess ;o for the pood of the set can ulll‘\ be pursued
nt thae expense of the community.  ‘T'he set arve, theretore,
alwanvs i fear. Fear s essentially erael. Every thing which
looks hike opposition s savagely punished ;. terror is the se-
curily e ow Illl.‘li they contitle o and the 'I'ri;.;'n ol tervror is theires,

The expedient wlhach we propose would be an effeetual anti
dote to those el nnd wonld ot the same tine allovd all the
security awaimnesd ‘-n-rq-iiulr legislation whach can he dervived
tvoan o House of Lovds We oare happy to see that My,
Hochuck has taken up the adea ol tas expedient, and has
poven notwee of amotion on the subjeet for nest session o pav
Lot W thank, however, that he has soven too Licele time
tor consummating the operation The eval will be alleged of
postpomimg good mcasurves ; but on most ol the mcasares on
\tllh'll vnmediate decision s o inmportance, there s not muaeh
Likehhood of apposation between the tano Houses : and on the
preat gquestions ol constitutional voprovement a hittle delay i
not a gveat el Take, tor example, the gquestions of the
ballot ot shovtenmg the duration of parlianents, of equahizing
the constituencies the mterval whiel we Prropose hetween the
fia st frevmsangy ol a Wall tor iy ol these srread ull_p'-.'l.u m the
Hlouse of Comnmons, and the toime tor its beconumg law ade
poendently o the votes ot the Lords, would not have many evil
conseguences . annd the stvongs attention whieh would be NS
taed upon e s the weantoe, woubd wake it hetter anderstood,
atad amone sure e s operation

owe ave told chat o eapedient of ours would no doabit Le
cllectual to s endoaf we conld ol 1, bat that (o such o
weasure as thes the Lovds wall never give their consent . we
answer that. moa case of necessaitv, what cannot be obtaimed in
one wany wmust o another . and the probabaliey s, thae thas
Bemgy seen by the Laowvds, they wall not hold ont to the last.
But ar they dos the Tlonse of Conumons have only to procead
stop vther, and declave that Walls, o Prassend by them a certam
number of times. and at cevtaim mtervals, are law.  This reso
lution the people would lual wathy transpovt, amd mahe the
cuaciments laws by thoew obedienee ;. and trom that moment the
Ilt‘ll‘u‘ ol l-*l-.l*- 1= I.‘].l."‘ll.'ll vkl ‘l'lh.' lh'l.l'l_-:_' “.,.uhl [n.v 11.1[“‘ s
qurcthy as passimgy oo money Wl Colliston ' W hat could thes
do 7 Phey would dean the swond, S0 do a gang of as nany
stngsders omn the coast . bat this does not alarm the nation.

W shall be ol perhaps, that the Judaes would not recog
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nise such laws, and would refuse to enforee them. A good
many of them would have an itehing that way, we have no
manner of doubt 3 but they are men who look which way the
wind blows.  When the nation, and the nation’s representa-
tives, in their determination to effeet the removal of an into-
lerable evil, have not allowed the House of Lords to stand in
the wav, the judges will not be slow to infer that neither will
they be allowaed to stand in the way. It is casy to supply the
place of judges who set themselves up against the 'It'g'iulai ure.

It has been hinted ll-_t Laovd John Russell for he is one of
those who like to make themselves known by circumlocution,
rather than by plain speaking, when their inelinations and
those of the community are not quite in accord) that there
is no oceasion for any  reform of’ the House of Peers ;. and
in this he has been copied, which was a matter ol course,
by the ,-\.Hur]u'_\'-'l;vnvru\. To be sure. their arguments are
not caleulated to make great impression. The Lords, they
tell us, will grow wiser.  We theretfore have their word for
this great event. on which so much of our happiness  de-
wnids : and 1t mueh coneerns us to consider the value of it.
\"irsl of all, we must think who the men are. who call upon us
for such a streteh of our confidence, upon a matter to us of
infinite moment.  What it they ave mistaken in their word,
thus pledged for the Lords 2 "Will it not be a great satisfac-
tion to us to find onrselves the victims of aristoeratiec misrule,
beeause Lord Jolin Russell and the Attorney-Geaneral told us
not to expeet it? Lot us, theretore, deliberately ask ourselves,
whether it is more likely that they are mistaken in this word of
111vir.~., or the l_‘l'll.'ltl'lll'_\ fr It we hlitlll]ll Hl.lll‘ll.'ll.'\'l.'. W i.'lh llll‘ll'l. that
the light which is shining upon the rest of the community. and
which may be expeeted, as they justly say. to shine every year
with greater um{ ereater force. will not permit the Lords to
remain in the same thick darkness in which they are as yet
mimersed, will their greater degree of intelligenee render them
less disposed to pursue theiv own interests 7 Is such a suppo-
sition as this agrecable to onr experience of human nature !
Will not the Lords like to have power. as well after the wisdom
of their inferiors has foreed itsell in some degree among them,
as betore 2 And will they not like as well to make that power
available to their own ends, at the expense of the community ¢
It is not to the ignorance of the aristocracy that we owe all our
evils, but to a much deeper rooted cause — the preference which
every man has of himself to another. Do Lord John and the
Attorney-Gieneral really advise us to submit to the miscries
of aristoeratic misrule. till the wisdom of the Lords gets the

VAl BT N IN .
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better of this propensitv 2 The shallowness of the view in
which such a thought could originate is not the least remark-
able thing in this emphatic adviee, Lord John and his col-
leagues only expect this degree of wisdom to exist among the
Lords, when it exists to such a degree in the community that
they cannot rencun devord of . This mmplics a state of thillgs
in which no man prefers himselt” to his neighbour —a state in
which every man values his neighbour's good as much as his
own: for assurcdly Lord John and his colleagues will admit
that the Lords are the very last portion of the community whom
this angelical spirit will reach.  But is it possible Lord John
and his colleagues should not see. that when the human mind
has reached this stagse of perfection, every man governs himsel(
accurately, according to the truest principles of well-doing ;. and
all govermment by others becomes useless ;. government conses
to exist. It follows with the force of demonstration, that we
may trust to the wisdom of the Lords tor their assent to aood
government, then, when government altozcther hecomes un-
neCessary, and not one moment sooner.

There is only one other pretence we ean think of, which can
be held up in favour of Lord Johin's adviece-—that the Lovds
will grow wise enough to see the danger of resisting the will of
the people.

To trust to this sceurity is not in our opinion @ wise scheme
of roverning ;. and to recommend it would assuredly he a oreat
inconsisteney in Lovd John, Lord John is one of that class,
or tribe, or seet, who dread the people. The mmpetus of the
people is. according to them, one of the great evils in socicety,
agamst which adeguate securities can hardly ever be taken:
and vet it s here proposed to make it an ever-acting power in
the state. W here one power is cmploved for the counteraction
of another, it must work whenever the other works,  But the
will of the Laowds 1o benelit themselves at the oapense of the
rest of the community is o perpetual action : —so then must
the impetus of the people, which vestrains it. This. in the
opmion of’ reformers, is not a desirable state of thines, even if
we were to oadmit the inaudmissible supposition that it could
exist permanenthy. Tt wonld imply o state ol perpetual exeite-
ment ;. and what wonld add enormuounsly even to that ovil -
feeling of hostility between the higher and other classes in
perpetual and vehement action. "T'o be in this state is, as far
as it goes, to be in a state of anarchy.  The aim of all the
arrancements of government, so far as they have not Zrown
like trees, as Sie James Mackintosh would have them, but have
been made under the guidance of reason, with a view to public
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wood, is to trust no important series of results to uncertain
causes—to impulses, which may or may not have place.

Lord John, and they whose thoughts run in the same
channel with his, talk to us loudly about institutions; hold a
language about institutions, as if no body had a regard for them
but themselves; taking carve, a large proportion of them, to
include all abuses under the name of institutions.  'Well, then,
we desire them to remark, that we, whom they calumniate as
the enemies of institutions, because we are the enemies of abuses,
are for checking the Lords by an institution : just as we are for
securing all the other points of good government by institutions,
and not by the irregular impulses of the people. ~ Qur institu-
tion, too, 1s the simplest thing in the wm'h]. t is merely that
the assent of the Lords to a law deemed necessary for the public
good, by the nation’s house of’ legislation, shall. after a period
of refusal, be unneeessary.  Is not this hetter than bringing
down the people upon them on every oceasion? Does not  Lord
John IhiuL cnough, to pereeive, that the people have only two
modes of acting in such a way as to coeree a body of powerful
men 21t is either by violence ; or the prospeet of violenee, so
near as to be terrifying : and this prospeet of violence, so near
as to be terrifyving, is what Lord John proposes to make the
habitual medicine of the state.  Also we. the reformers, who
wish (o gain all our ends by institutions, that is, by established
organs, adequate to the purpose, are the people to be dis-
trusted for their want of regard to institutions.  If. indeed,
nothing is to be institution, in the language of our aristoeratical
revilers, but established organs for preserving aristoeratical
abuses, we are their enemies, and will assuredly persevere till
we have destroyed them.

In taking away. however, from the Lords such power of
legislation as we cannot seeure from being used for bad pur-
poses we would grant fo them other powers, the mischievous
use of which we should have the means ol preventing.  They
should obtain both the right of voting for mcmbers of the lmm_w
of representatives, and the right of being chosen members. We
think that this would be attended with several good effeets, 1t
would hold out metives to all the young men of that class who
had ambition for high place in the service of the state, to
cultivate the qualifications which would give them pre-eminence
in the field of free competition, and recommend them to the
highest trusts. It would make a spontancous change in the
cducation of that class: they would scek to beecome, and there-
fore would become, intellectual men: and they would have
adequate motives to cultivate the good opinion of !hl‘.' people,

x
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by the practice of all the virtues which render men valuable and
aceeptable to one another. They would hecome men of worth,
in the highest and most endearing sense of the word: and
possessing the mcans of doing good to others in a higher degrec
than men of inferior wealth, they would be more looked up to,
and their wishes would be more consulted. They would still,
if they chose, be the foremost men in the state, and with a happi-
ness of which at present they have no conception.

We shall speedily, no doubt, hear, from those who make
loyalty a virtue, whether well or ill bestowed, —that is to say,
from those with whom in afliirs of state the good of the people
passes for nothing, but whom at last the people have learned
to know, and are prepared, when the season comes, to treat as
they deserve,  a loud accusation.

We shall be told, that, by this reasoning ol ours, we destroy
the foundation of monarchy as well as of aristocracy,

But those men. who have the monavehy appetite, at least the
cant of it for their victue, and care for no other, are very shallow
woliticians 3 they never see more of a thing than its outside,

Ve tell them, that monarchy rests on grounds totally different
from those of aristocracy @ and they are the great encmics of
monarchy, who try to confound the fwo.

There is a ereat deal of foundation for wlad was urged with
so much carncvstness by the French FEeonomistes, and by the
penctrating philosopher, 1Mobbes,  that  the interest of the
monareh, and the interest of the people, are not opposite, but
identical,

Lot us take the leading: particulars, and look at them for a
maoment .,

The crearsess of o King, to begin with that, is doubtless

dependent upon, and measured by, the oreatness of his prople.
What has made the King of Eacland for eenturies hold the
hieh rank which he has done wmong the soverciens of the earth ¢
Not the nombers of his subjeets. Not the riches of his soil)
What then?  The viches, that s, the productive powers of his
Ln'n]-h-; who were prompted o exert themaelves, heeause they
new that what they  produced, they should have liherty to
enjor. Queen Elizabeth appears to have had more than a
ghmpse of this trath. When told that she was reproached for
being shabby, what did she veply 2 < My riches,” she said,
are o the pockets of iy |u~ulr|v: where they are much better
placed than i mine: and therefore it is my resolution to take
out ol those qu'Lv.'t.--'. nod as mneh as I.“,,,.;il,]'t._ but as little.”

Neat for his crory. Abstracting from the Grrearspss, the
prounds of which we lawve explored in the preceding para-
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graph, what can that consist in but the high qualities of his
wople—their copious “I“HHI‘ﬁHiHII of all that contributes to well-
lwingmilwir fame for high intelligence, for their skill in all the
arts which supply the convenienees or ornaments of life-——their
love of their country, which gives them happiness —their social
and domestie virtues? T'o be at the Iw;ull of such a people, is
to be at the very summit of glory.

And what, after this, has a King to wish for? - A people, who
themselves abound in all the means both of ruml'urtu.l-h- and
of elegant hiving, will consider it for their own decoration that
their king shall be pre-eminent in this, as in other respects. A
king indeed, pl:u-vh in these clevating cirenmstances, will be
far above entering into a competition with his subjeets in the
tusteless display of wealth, or thinking any part of his dignity
to consist in being able to make more waste than any other
man in his dominions. e has hetter means of distinetion.

How is it then, it will be asked in contradiction to us. that
our kings of England, for example, have always been so mueh
misled / \\'llrnl] ave they considered their Grearsess as iden-
tificd with the freedom and happiness of their people? When
have they considered it their crory to bhe at the head of a
people eminent for their intellectual attainments and  their
moral worth ¢ Experience, we shall be told, is against us.

The account of this matter is (for the fact is not to be dis-
prted) that our kings have always linked themselves with the
aristocracy. and have committed the grievous blunderof thinking
the interests of the aristoeracy the same with their own. They
have degraded themselves by hecoming the ereatures of the
aristocracy.  They have no mdependent power. beeause they
have :-a{-ll'u'l'm:-ll themselves from the people. The aristocracy,
after making them dependent upon themselves. have made o
stalking-horse of them ;- have talked in very lofiy terms of
their authority, and the obedience due to it, heeanse they ean
cimploy it all for their own use, and with the vast advantage of
having the King for a sereen. The power of the sovereign has
been converted into their power : no wonder they like i, Buat
till that was hrought about, how did they behave 2 Let history
answer the question. "They were the king's antagonists, and
his oppressors : and it was only by the aid of the people that he
was ever able to make head against them. What was the contest
with the Stuarts. but o contest to determine whether the king
was to be master, or the aristoeracy 2 W the king could rule
without a parlinment, the king was to be the master; if he l'{'“m
not, the aristoeracy was to Le the master, beeanse the aristo-
cracy at that time made the parliaiment. In this contest the
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aristoeracy had the advantage, for the first time, of drawing the
people to their side-- -;_-;ullmli as they were by the name repre-
sentative —as if a man. because he was called a representative,
would take care of the pt-ulrlt-'s interests, though put into par-
liament only to take care of the interests of the aristocracy, and
turncd out when he failed to do so.

This contest was decuded against the king, for ever:; he dis-
covered that e could not rule but in subservience to parhia-
ment.  And what, in consequence. has he done 2 1le has put
his neck into the collar of the aristoeracy, and to this hour
tugs Like a pack - horse at their waggon. e might have
done better for himself, and better for the state :—he might
have joined with the people in rescuing parlinment from the
cripe of the artstoeracy ;. and then he would have been really
subservient to nothing but the public interest, which he would
Liave felt to be his.

Fver since the expulsion of the Stuarts, what has been
the situation of the King of Fagland in the hands of the
artstocracy — his master, as well as the people’s 2 Read the
authentic” documents in Cone's biographical works. from Marl-
borough to Pelham inclusive. . What was the government
ol England during the reigns of William, of Anne, of George
the Farst, and Goeorge the Sceond, but o disgust ingw strugele
among the aristoeraey who  should have the power of plun-
dering the people ? without its being thought necessary by a
man among them to make even the pretence that a regard for
the pablic good entered among his motives. "Therve is no where
cloe to be foumd such a display of mmmoralityv - of the utter
abandonment of principle—ol” hardened, unblushing rapacity,
as characierized the anstocracy in those davs. "The business
o amiister was, by his intrigues, by his personal or famnily
nteresi. to et a majority of those marawders to support him
e parlioveat. I'he man who had obtained this, the King was
obliged to moke minister: and George the Second, with great
bitterness, told the Chancellor Hardwicke, ihat whoever was
minister was King in this country—not the eyvpher who bore
the naome. ’ i

There is no doubt that when a king is atraid of his people.
amd believes that he s only safe by being able to erush
them. he has cogent motives to govern ill. and that in overy
possible wayv ¢ to hinder his people from knowing :  to hinder

them from speaking @ to plunder them to the utmost. for the
sake ofworging those whose profiigate assistance he may require
atd to sulyect them to the most atrocions revenge for any ap-

Pearance of a disposition to dispute his will. But when a king
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is satisfied that his throne is estabished on the rooted conviction
in the minds of his people that it is good for them, he has no
fear to provide against; no blackguards to hire, cither to
debase the understandings of the people, or to shed their blood.
e has no higher ground of rejoicing than the blessings in
which his people rejoice—plenty of the good things of life, with
minds sufliciently cultivated to use them all to the best ad-
vantage.

And if it be true, that the interest of a king is not irreconcil-
able with the interests of' his pt!uph‘, it is not yet 'Ill'll\'L‘tI. that
his oflice is an unnecessary one, or unattended with advantages
which in no other way can be so perfectly attained.

A first magistrate is necessary ;. that is a fixed and undis-
puted point.  The necessity of unity in matters of administra-
tion, the use of concentrated responsibility, and many other
considerations, seem to place the balance of advantage on the
side of the individuality of the first magistrate.  He should be
one., and not two, or more.

But it so, the only question which remains is,—whether he
should be hereditary, or eleetive.

T'he chief advantage urged on the side of electiveness is the
seeurity for talent.  With an hereditary first magistrate, the
degree of talent is a matter of chance ; with an cleetive, a high
degree is tolerably certain.

It we allow this to be so, we have still the gquestion to answer,
whether the seeurity for talent in the chiel magistrate is a
matter of much importance.

As it is very certain that he must govern in subservience to
parliament : and as  parliament will soon be chosen by the
people, and responsible to the people. we should say that it 1s
not in this country a matter of much impovtance.

It is clear to reason, and well proved Ly cxperience, that
when the chief magistrate attempts to act as his own minister,
he does no good, but evil 3 and if he chooses tor his ministers,
as in the above circumstances he must do, men agrecable to the
parliament. he eannot go far wrong : they will always be, if' not
the very best men, among the best that are to be had.

In these circumstances, there are advantages of a very solid
nature. on the side of the hereditary principle.  T'he choice of
the chief magistrate, if he is cleetive, must be given cither to
the parliament, or to the people.  The evils are so obvious of
giving the choice of the great administrative organ of govern-
ment to the legislative organ. that we believe it has never been
seriously contemplated. { would be the most eflectual of :l!l
contrivances to fill that body with faction. to light up the cvil
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passions, and to engross the minds of members with any thing
rather than the interests of the country, the care of which, even
in minute detail, s their great and anfinitely  important duaty.
The choice by the people is perhaps less pregnant with evil.
But the agitation which must be ereated by so important a
choice as that of head of the state, even for a few years, per-
vading the whole mass of the population, and carrying with it all
the solicitations, all the intrigues, all the misrepresentations, all
the calummnics, and all the estrangements, which it ereates, is very
unfavourable to all that is good in the minds of the people;
among whom quictness and harmony. when they know that the
securitios for good government are firmly placed in their hands,
are amost ltl‘hil‘ill’lll‘ for oy l'l':\.' Litltl ol ]lt'smll-l,‘l'i.l_t— —1 lll.'h‘ ]ll*u:-'.ln'ril.\'
in wealth, their prosperity i intelleet, their prosperity in morals,
amdd in all the ormaments of lite.

I ever the King of England hecomes elearv-sighted enough
to see that he has heen very ill-adyised, in leaning upon a
corrupt aristocracy . amd a corvupt church, as the two erutehes
without which he could not stand ; and that he may rest with
assurance on the solid advantages to the people, inherent. in
his office : he will oceupy a far more exalted station in the social
union than he has hitherto done. He will feel that he reigns
in the reason and understanding of his people s which is a more
steady reliance. than that reignimge in their heavts, which he has
hitherto heard so muach about, and to so little purpose.

. Q.

Ant. 11.
Conrs "Histoire Moderye, par M. Guizot, Professear d'1Histoire
a la Faculie des Lettres de Paris— -(consisting: of' ) Histoire
Covnerale de ta Cicdlisalion en Furope, depuis la Chute de U Fm
pive Romain gusgr o da Rovalulion f"r‘u.unr"nru'.w*. I vol. Hlistoire
b B Covilisalion Fravcgaive dopuis la Chaute de U Empire
Romain jusgu’en 1559, only O \uf:-'-. published.
l'l' s ot many vears since an Eonglish nobleman, who long
performed las duties of hereditary legislator, under no appre-
hension of untitness, on his part. or distrust of his abilities, on
that of the public. declared to a brother Peer that he knew no
more of the history of England than what he had learnt in
Shakspearce.  Since the period to which this fact belongs there
has been a considerable maprovement in the edueation of all
classes. Yot if we could obtain cqually unrveserved confessions,
it is probable that the inerease of historie

A al knowledge. in any
valuable sense of

the term. would be found still to be a rare



