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stistétin the burthens of the father, :and to mavryenly Cate,
in ‘his 9wn tribe, without mixture of the classes, in =~
regdlay sucvession, through all ages.

e'terth Ca¥te is borrowed from the Portuguese. Origin of
It wax fhe term a%ed 'by ‘thut people, who ’ﬁgr:t of the Term.
the ‘Buropean nitionsformed estatilishmentsin Intlia, :
to the tlagses which thz{?ound established upon this
principle ‘wmotig “the "irthabitants of that portion of
the globe ; and From them, as‘t was from theirinter-

: C A S

Curiri’  of Thevlygy, ‘whith' in*their system erdfty trolds’

cle the first ﬁace. “The "titte <of “¥ach mqsc’;ipt s’

o~ Given‘in‘the originil Arsbic, with » Latin ransta-
tion, ‘and its ‘age #rid-authror, when thdse #re known,
dre “out'; ‘but this i wot all; the Yitte and’
description of the work is frequently foltowed with *
extracts, also in ‘Arabic and Latin, by which some
of‘themoet ‘curious or peculiar features of ‘the pitce’
are brought 'before ‘the ‘reader ; ‘thereby supplyin

the want of ‘the ‘original, as well to those who coul
redd it'if accestible, as to thuse who could not read
it though ‘%t hand. The learned atthor has also col-
lected various 'interesting and-nuthentic ‘patticolars
of ‘Saracenic Biography, ‘and corretts sonmte pre-
vatent' errors regurding the lives ‘of ‘these writers.
We have nuticed an‘error of this 'kind, in-our ac.
count, -detived from Cusiri, -of the celébruted Ava-
bian 'Philosopher ALnxzEN, given in the first vo-
lume of this Supplement. _ )
In the ‘preface, ‘which is of consiterable length,
Casiri gives a general view of ‘his labours, and com-
memorates the assistance - which he received from
the Government and from the Learned. Rich as the
Escurial is in Arabic Manuscripts, its present stores
are small, compared to what they once were ; for
Casiri ‘mentions that, by a fire which ‘happened in
1670, more than three thousand ' of ‘these interesting
pieces were onsumed. ' They who have not access
to ‘this-vdhmble ' wotk, ‘which is' intleed but rarely
to be met with, will "find -a “full view of ‘its contents,
with'some 'critics;l::on;?elms, i:i‘the F;n: A iz
to Harris's ‘Philologic irles, and in "Se-
cond iz to g&ring;g": Literary History of
the Middle Ages. ‘The hatter writer closes his re.
view by stating it as'his opinion, that the Arabian
literature, 'th it greatly outshone ours during
the same period, has experienced uypon the ‘whole
too much ‘prodigality of grahe. This muy-perhaps
be true; but this writer ‘has failed; as-abler writers
likewise_have, to furmish a sounit and thorough esti-
mate of ‘the -attainments and services to which the
Arabians are fairly entitled ‘to lay claim in- regard
to the culture and advancement of learning. -
erudition of '‘Gibbon, vast and varled as -it was,
did not mearly embrace ull ‘that was necessary ‘to
afull appreciation of ‘this portion of K his-
. His general view may be just, his criticisms
penetrating and comprehenstve ; but he was ignorant
of™ the e, and of some branches of science,
without a proficiency in which, such an-estimate could
not be drawn up with any pretensions either to cri-
tical -or philosophical accuracy. He who attempts,
with requisite endowments, ‘to supply that great de-
sideratum—a litérary history of the s‘.during
the flourishing periods of their literature, will fin
the work of Casiri an invaluable assistant in such an
undertaking. "

fnition, CASTE. By this term is here distinguished the

classification and -distribution of the members of a
compimmity into -certain classes or orders,. for ‘the
petformance-of certain'functions; with the-enjoyment
of certain - privileges, “or ' tlre “endurdnce of certiin
Durthens ; and-the establishment of ‘heredlitary per-
manence ‘in ‘these orders, the son béing urtlained to
perform- the 'funttions, ‘to -enjoy ‘the privileges, or

course that the: rest of the nations of modern Ea-
rope first derived thelr fumiliatity with ‘the ‘manners
and “institutions df ‘the people of Inilia, the term
made its way, and was estabflidhied ‘in ‘the other la-
guages of Eurgpe.

““The institation” {wélf appears in the early ages of
svciety to have been' very extensive imroguce&l.

i
Goguet, who, with sipgular industry, and no ordinary !y
judgment and sagacity, explored ‘the remains of an-
cient times, comprehends a great body of history in
a‘few words. “ We may farther observe,” says he,
¢ that, in the Assyrian empire, the people were dis-

. tributed "into & certain namber -of tribes,’and that

professions were hereditary ; ‘that is'to say, children
were not permitted to quit their father's occupution,
and embrace another. We know not ‘the ‘time ‘not
the muthor of this mstitution, which, from the high-
est antiquity, prevailed over almost all Asia, as well
as in severn! vther coumtries.” It is not necessary
here ‘to surdlrge ‘the reader with the ‘authorities
which he yuotes. "The passage “itself -(P.-i. ‘B. i.
Ch. {. Art.8.) ‘will be consulted by all who dis-
trust “the ‘legitmmacy of *his inference, or Hesire tw
prosecute the inquiry. '

It is stated ‘in the ‘cornmon histories ‘of -Greece,
that Cecrops'distributed into four hereditary ¢tasses,
or tribes, gll the inhabitarts of Attica. And we are
informed by Plutarch, in “his ‘Life ‘of Theseus, that
by this prince, the class of priests, and that'6F no-
bles, in other words the magistrates or military lead.
ers, were united into one: whence the society was
composed of ‘three classes; 1. The sacerdotal, Tegis-
lating, and tiling cless ; 2. The class of husband.*
men ; and, 8. The class of trattesmen.” * 'To the no-
bility,” says the illustrious bivgrapher, ¢ he commit-
ted the choice of magistrates, the teaching and dis-

ing of the laws, and the interpretation of alt
goly and religious things;-the whole city, as to all
other matters, being as it were reduced to an exact
equality ; thenobles excelling the rest in-honour, the
husbandmen in ‘profit, and artificers in number.
And Theseus was the first whe, as Aristotle says, out
of an'inclination to popular government, parted with
the regal power ; which Homrer also appears to at-
test, in his catalogue of ‘the ships, where he ’g‘:ei
the name of ProrLE to the Athenians dlone.” re
isa ‘near ‘the beginning of 'Plato’s T¥meus,
whiéh, thoogh in a work df fancy, is. not ‘without
some weight, as evidence. either of -corclusions
which were drawn ‘by men'of, research, or of tradi<
e, not oy w1 et et -t pimeve

ssgge, nat onlyis'it g t, in 'the ptime

stdte of the 'ingdmma ‘of Attica, they-resembled
the ‘Bgyptians in‘the Bivision- into ihereditary classes

- 'In ‘regard o the ancient Lgyptians, the Tt 18 This Tnsti-
verng;t antl funiiliasl ’knoan.yp'me *Precident de tnlien:iéo-
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Cate. .and professions ; but ayer&' accurate description is  of this icular people. He knewlhothu
-\~ givpz? of those classes, five in number; viz. 1. The Pied ) they Coe

class of priests ; 2. The class of bandicrafts ; 8. The
class of shepherds and hunters; 4. The class of
ploughmen ; 5. The military class. Tlgwrov per vo von
isgswn yawg, amo rew aAhwy xupis apwgidueor usra 3
T30 TO TON oy, or1 xall Guro ixagor, Ay Os ¥x
sTILELIy AoV, Snpuasgysr 1o T8 Tow vousew xas Tan bngiuran
70 78 oy ylagywy Xau O vo poCiuov ysvos, amo Tayraw
TOI YSvaY XEYWHOUENN, GIg :’:n allo TAM Ta T3P T TO-
Aspor Lo T8 voux TpodsTaX o [LIANY,

" We are informed byxAristotle, that the people of
Crete were divided into castes, after the manner of
the Egyptians, by the laws of Minos. Eoxs 3 & nr
31 viwdls eav’ svou Yrpipor Toig asY TONTUAS PrAodopx-
e, br1 Qg dmgndSeu Xwgis nare yem Tny oA, X 1O T8

Aoy iTIQOY ShRI, X T yswgysr & Aryvary v yag’

X8 TO) TPoTOY TETOY ST xou v vo. 73 ¥ap1 vy Kemeny,
Ta wer o w3 Aryvsvor, Seowspios, tig Padt, dre vopobsry-
cavrog Mow 3s ra asp Kener.  Polit. vii. 1.

_ It is worthy of observation, that certain vestiges
at least of that ancient institution are still visible in
Egypt. * La distinction par familles,” says General
Reynier (De 7 Egypte, p. 56), * se retrouve encore
dans les villes ;: I'exercise .des arts et metiers est he-
reditaire : le fils imite les procedés de son pere, et
e les perfectionne pas.”

. | We have a remarkable pwge to prove, that,

among the ancient Persians, the same division into,

- castes existed which now has place among the Hin-

.

doos. In the Zendavesta, as translated b{ . Anque-
til Duperron, it is said : * Ormusd dec , There
are three measures (literally weights, i. e. tests, rules)
of conduct, four states, and five places of dignity.
The states are, that of the priest; that of the sol-
djer ; that of the husbandman, the source of riches ;
and that of the artisan or labourer.”—¢ We are told,”
says Sir John Malcolm (Hist. of Persia, i. 205),
¢ that Jemsheed divided his subjects into four classes,
and that he allotted to each a separate and fixed sta-
tion in life ; which seems to imply that the condition
of the ancient Persians was like that of the modern
Hindoos ; and that the extraordinary institution of
»cast, which now exists in India, was once known in
Persia.” Sir John proceeds to state some reasons
which induce him to doubt the reality of the fact ; in
not one of which, however, there is a particle of
weight. . . . '

Sir John quotes, and translates for us a passage

- from Strabo, which asserts that a similar institution

existed in Iberia. ¢ Four kinds or classes of people
inhabited that country. From what they consider
the first class, they appoint their kings according to
nearness of kindred and seniority ; gese administer
justice, and head their armies: The second is of
priests, who take charge of their political rights with
respect to their neighbours: The third of soldiers
and husbandmen: The fourth of the people in ge-
neral, who are slaves of the king, and perform every
menial office.” This account of the distinctions of
the castes is evidently incorrect, and by a man who
was not well informed. The fact of the Iberians
being distributed in a remarkable and uncommon
manner, he knew ; otherwise there would have been
uo occasion to single out the fact, in the description

+ were divided into four principal classés. With
gard to the matters ofP deh&d however, hiuo:zw

bear internal evidence that either his information had
been vague and inaccurate, or that his recollection
had become so.’

From a dissertation of Mr Joinville, on the reli.
gion and  manners of the le of Ceylon, (Asiat,
Researches, vii. 430.) we dp that there is suficient
evidence to t‘n'ove the existence of a similar intitu.
tion, anciently, among the Buddhists of Ceylon; and
by consequence to infer it,” ameng the other Budd.
hists, spread over so lnrge a portion of Asia.

After this evidence of the general diffusion of the
institution of castes, in the rude ages of the world,
especially in Asia, there is a temptation, from the
following passage of Herodotus, (Lib. L. cap. 101}
to infer its existence among the Medes, at the con-
mencement of the monarchy. Es 3 Mndn rci
ﬂla, Busoas, Hapnraxmwoi, Adidarro, Bsduw, Mo,

ere is nothing in the passage which serves to fix
the meaning of the word.ysva ; agd the names, itis
gluin, are words of the ancient Median langusge.

ut we know that the Mayo were the priests; and
hence there is reason to conclude, that the othe
words also are names of classes and professions; i
other words, of hereditary castes.

The institution of castes may be traced in placs
with which we are more intimately connected. M
Millar, to whom the world is indebted for almost the
first lessons which it received, in tracing the facsd
history up to the general laws of the human mind,
has called our attention to the fact, that in thear
cient condition of our Saxon ancestors, they were
divided into four great classes: 1. The artificers id
tradesmen ; 2. the husbandmen ; $. those who ex-
ercised the honourable profession of arms; ad, 4
the clergy. Mr Millar adds, (Hist. Fiew of ik
English Gov. B. i. ch. ii.) * From the natinl
course of things, it should seem, that, in every cow-
try, where religion has had so much influence st
introduce a great body of ecclesiastics, the peopk,
upon the first advances made in agriculture ad i2
manufactures, are usually distributed into the soe
number .of classes or erders. This distribution sac
cordingly to be found, not only i all the Europens
nations, formed upon the ruins of the Boman En-
pire;; but, in other ages, and in very distant parts o
the globe. The ancient inhabitants of Egypt ae
said to have been divided into the clergy, the mil-

ple, the husbandmen, and the artificers. The
establishment of the four great castes, in the country
of Indostan, is precisely. of the same nature.”

Human pature'is very uniform in the phenomes
which it exhibits. The new world displays 8 strik

ing resemblance to the old. The same stage of &-
ciety presents nearly the same results. There &
reason to conclude, that something which rescbled

the institution of castes existed among the anciest
inhabitants of Peru and Mexico. The Count Carly
the celebrated author of the Lettres Americaind
when treating (Lett. xiii. and xiv.) of the laws oftbe
Peruvians says: “ Les citoyens furent distribués e
classes ou tribus. *® * Jln'etoit pas permis, 0l P
marriage, ni par changement d’habitation, d¢ %
a . : .




.CASTE.
that somé change is unavoidable; and the society Cute.

Caste. fondre une classe avec I'autre : car 1a loi defendoit
de se marier d4ns une autre famille que celle d'ou
I'on sortoit. *** Noublions pas le soin qu'on
avoit de I'education des enfafs.  C'etoit toujours le
pere qui elevoit son fils. -L’education consistoit &
apprendre aux enfans rdturiers le metier que chaque
pere de famille exergoit,” &c. We are informed by
Clavigero (Hist. of Mexico, B. iv. § 5.), that ¢ the
sons in general learned the trades of their fathers,
and embraced their grofusions; thus they perpe-
wateg the arts in families, to the advantage of the

Buch is the extent to which this institution has
existed on the surface of the globe. We shall next

endeavour to ascertain the state and condition of the

-human mind, to which it may be considered as owing

its origin. '
Drigin,and  The lowest and rudest state in which the human
Causes of _race are found to exist, may, in a certain general
the Wide - way, be described as the hunter state. That of the

gf‘;i"&:_fshepherd is the next stage in the progress toward

ion. the advantages of civilized life. The agricultural -

-state succeeds; when men begin to cultivate the
-ground for the means of subsistence, and experience
- the benefit of fixed'habitations.

So loy as they continue in the condition of hun-
ters or of shepherds, the division of labour is un-
known, and all the multitude of blessings -which it

brm%s Every family is itself the author of all the
- simple accommodations which it knows. The tent
-or hovel, the waggon or cart, is constructed by the
| men ; the coarse garment. is spun and even woven
! by the women. a .
| In this situation of things, the accommodations
i with which it is possible for human beings to supply
! - themselves are few and imperfect;andlige!is a scepe
| of privation. :
! en population has so far multiplied as to ren-
' der the produce of flocks and herds insufficient for
' -the means of subsistence, and the cultivation of the
) -land bgs become necessary, the inconveniences aris-
) ing from the want of the division of labour becomes
) still more sensible and oppressive. The labours of
' ‘the field are neglected while the family are engaged at
) the loom, or repelling the incursions of an énemy.
! The accommodations of lodging, of clothing, of taste,
| and fancy, are wretchedly supplied, when the busi-
| ness of extracting the means of subsistence from the
| soil, exacts the greater part of their time and attention.
The progress, however, of human improvement,
though not necessarily, is commonly, in point of
fact, at least in the more uncultivated ages, exceed-
ingly slow. Men continue to suffer under the in-
conveniences which their present condition imposes
upon them, complaining of their miseries, but unable
. to form & clear conception of the means of exem
tion, and doubtful of all the remedies which are
pointed out to their attention. In the mean time,
as the human mind is essentially progressive, and,
unless in very extraordinary circumstances, never
fails to make progression, the' uneasiness which . is
felt under the inconveniences of a state tp which
the mind has become -superior, and above which
it is rising higher and hiﬂx:r every day, is conti-
nually increasing ;- and at last rises o such a height
VOL. IL. PART II,

are prepared to welcome the most plausible of the
schemes which are proposed to them. .
.+ The grand steps which are made in improving the
condition of mankind, though essentially the result
of a progression in the minds of the society taken as
a whole, are commonly the immediate suggestion of
some one individual, or small number of individuals,
whose conception of the necessity of a change, and
of the means of relief, is more clear and determi.
nate than that of the rest of the community. :
: In the earliest stages, when the human mind is
weak and prone to superstition, the individuals who
project the great improvements in the state of so-
ciety, endeavour to accelerate the consent of :the
people, and overcome their reluctance to innovation,
by giving to their projects the character of a divine
revelation and command. The first legislators of
almost every country, we find to have represented
themselves as depositaries of the divine will, and en-
trusted with a revelation from heaven. .
If we take the Hindoos as a model, the people di-
vided into castes with whom our acquaintance is the
most complete, we shall conclude, that some indivi-
dual, wise enaugh to perceive the cause of the,in-
conveniences under which men suffer while the divi-

sion of labour is unknown, and placed in circum-

stances which enabled him to clothe himself with &
divine authority, overcame in most places the reluc-
tance of the people to so great a change of their
-manners and habits, and accelerated the date-of
their improvement, by persnading them that the di-
vine pawer, or divine powers, now commanded them
to be. divided into classes for the performance of
In the early stages of society, however, the wants
-of men are few; and the ideas of the legislator him-
self are incapable of extending. to a great variety of
‘cases. In such periods, the power of superstitiop is
always exceedingly great. Unacquainted with the
laws of nature, and exposed to the most dreadful vi+
cissitudes, which they are. altogethes unable to fore-
see, human life appears to men in that situation to
hang altogether upon invisible powers. Tlie human
mins is incessantly occupied with conjectures res
specting what those unknown powers will produce,
and with tormenting apprehensions that they will
roduce evil rather than good. The. persons who;
in this state of things, are skilful enough to create a
persuasion that they are better acquainted- than
others with the will of these powers, more especially
if accompanied with a persuasion that they have an
influence over that will, and can turn it more or less
whichever way the;l please, become an object of
supreme regard. othing can be done . without
them. They are the most important class in the

community. When society is first divided into -

classes, for the sake of the division of labour, the
priests, therefore, are always a separate class, and
always in the place of highest distinction. .

- After the evils to which men in the rude state of
society conceive themselves liable from the unknown
and invisible authors of physical events, the evils to

which they are liable fram the incursions of hostile

men, appear the next in magnitude. While the ins
4 X

~
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‘Caste. stitutions of :society ave imperfect, :and > the human
\o =’ mind is weak, these-evils.are very great, and present

a terrific picture toan imagination perpetuallyhsunted
with fesr. ‘In the vude ages of society, therefore,
* the soldier is always a character-of great impettance.
He is the barrier ageinst those @vils which rank next
in erder sfter the evils agsinst which the. priest afe
fords relief. When classes. are first formed, the:mi.

litary are, therefore, .always a :separate class, and i

pext in. rank and veneration to the .class of the

priests. It is remarkable, that the rank and oonee.

quence of :both classes are founded upon fear. It

is also remarkable, though a natural consequence,
_ that, in all -ages, they are mest apt to be venersted
by the most timid persons,—the most timid sex, for

. example ; over whose imagination the priest and the
soldier'have a proverbial sway. It is:fasther observ-

sble, and & necessary consequence, that :as the fears

respoct to invisible pm,.nd-whhmto

the inocursions.of hostile men, gradwally ine as

society advances, and have Jess and less effect upon
the imaginations even of':those who are most apt to be
governed :by the .passion of fear, se the respect for
the castes.of .priest and soldier are destined to simk

.in relative importance, as the institutions of society
are:improved, and the human mind becomes streng.

After rprovision is made, .in that early .stage -of

eociety ‘which we are endeavouring to describe,

_against :the. two . classes of fogrs aguiust which,the
;gﬁiutmd the soldier hold up their respective shields,

the care of subsistence is the object of greatest im- |
husbandmen,

.portance. A -clam of therefore, is a
necessary .and. sever failing institution, and, in the
scale of renk and censequence, - this .ovder follows
immediately after the sacerdotal and the military

Beside.the means of subsistence, osher- acoomme-
luu-mup:." f;t. at first, wyfewf,:ro.
.much asdnown, consequenoe, w are
demanded. Owe class of she: '"ge,‘tbore-

!

.fore, supposed to he sufficient for the supply of all

other wams, and the :pecformance of all other ser-

Ic.is obvieus, shat reflection upon the laws .of hu:
man nature srould lead .us to draw a picture, nearly
same with this, if we were called n to de~
scribe the state of society, at the time the di.
vision of labour is first introduced, even if we bad ne

ific facts to direct our inquiries.. In a remark-

i

F

passage in Plato, in his second book De Ro- .

sad laws,/te &ebcuﬁchm sought for by
she divisien of labour. Tgwras wodug, &g ) duai,
SSURY, TUYYAYU Fa0 iXAE05, BX QUTTEING, GANE KOALLY
#dmc. As men cannot be supplied with accemmo-
dmoum:aytdm degree, but by the divisian
of labour and employments, sne man producing one
thing, anether: ancther, and every man getting what
he wants,. by aith. other men, au assecis~
tion of a certain number ef mee is for meli
being ; and hence society and :laws. dn exact co-
: r.h“ﬂm mhlt' of. 4

d abave, he says, the si fesm.of & society.
would consist of four . or five orders. of. men.s AN
NS BPOTT) YO RO ST TIOV L X500 ) . TPOPYS TP

.M'm&rqmmwmm«.. Cae,
(IR 5 3% enlape g ool \@,
-aidpwr. The coimvery neulycu:pl:u "
between the speculation and -the ‘practice; between
what is in this manner infesred, and what is record-
g:fmtn&ou,ndim—udnwghﬂn

gan to be felt, the human mind was not suffciently
&atrong to perceive, that -there was no danger whetw.
ever that they should ever again be ocembined and
confounded. No; it was imegined to be another
grand effort oftuh:;ame v;i:domwbich had made the
separation, to care of its pe ad to
make provision ﬁr,ncﬁngbmw
all With this view it was thought necemmry
‘to ordain and :sanction, by.divine ity, that the

So far the aim, at any rate, was good. The &
nefit of the ‘whole socicty was the object which al
these ions sare aocounted useful ¢o promek,
and no ion of .any of ‘the. classes was aither
intended by any of these enactments, or necessy
for the ends which they were destined to sefve.

ion of one set of the castes, in cos
parison another, was the zemult of an sfler-
thought, and in the parsuit of ends of a difiereat &-
seription. When one of the castes, as that of the
priests, or the soldiers, found ieelf of 0
anfluence over the minds of the rest of the communt-
ty, such, that it could establish certain points of be-
Bef in its own favour, it was never long before it zai-
«d iteelf of that ad and it to the at-
amoat. If:t‘heould'mspirethebeheftht:dwum
moble, worthy of higher privileges, pen
heneur, than the rest of lg:commum'ty, it pever
failed to get this point established as an incootrs-
wertible right, not the result of the nsere will of th¢
community, but of an absclute law of nature, or e
a revelation and command from God.

As every elevation of one class implies 2 oo
apoaden't%dnihofmo&a.uduﬁﬂ{'“
end to the elevation which one class will sim 3
shere is na end to the ion ‘which will be i
posed. upon ancaher, if she state of the humas
1 enfficiently wesk to gise to one class an

" od influence over the belief of another. HHow 0d-

turally ¢his extreme. ionis grafied upon the

instituttion. of castes, will immediately appear.
As, we derive our most minwte snd prapticsl 8®

gusintance. with the shaps ‘nmv-h; society 8



L~ tercourse with the Hindus, the parti

| CASTE
Custe.  moulierd by she-establishment of cistss, A*OR our in.

‘Which are

OF the In-  at this day exhibited in Hiodustan, and p®0vided for

fian Caates by thein laws, afford the moet cortain meaa of ac-
al quiring precise and specific ideas conceming this

‘u tter to the geds, and cakes

Ae
. Ordinances of Memsw,” the Creator,. ¢ that the hu-
man rece might be multiplied, caused: the Brahmen,

the Cshatriya, the Vaisya, and the Sudra (80 named

5 ST i BB

assign of reading i

it, ing, of assisting others to sacrifice, of
be rich, and, if indi

ies of: a.:. To. keep berds.of cattle, to bes
staw largesses, to sacsifice, to read the scripture, to
earry on trade, .t lend at interest, and to cultivate
land, are prescribed or permitted ta a.Vaisya: One
S:dpd duty the Supresse Ruler assigns to a Su-
namely, to. sexve the before-mentioned classes,
without depreciating their worth.”
- Such is the:employment of the castes; and such

. priests.. ¢ Sinoe - the
Brahmen m-ﬁmﬂn most:excellent part,” says
the same divine ceds, immediately quoted, * since
he- was the. first born, and: since he the
Veda, he is, byright, the chief of ths whole cre-
dtien, Him the Being, who exists of: hmnlf,&nn
duced:in the. begi h'll;g from l::eiem mouth, that,
i oly rites, he might b:cla-

o) rice-to the

xified
. mﬂm-oﬁ' mankiod for the preservation of thia

. animated, those which subsist.

What. created being then. can su Rim,
with. dlo.enouth,th.mgof the-ﬁnmmenwtm
tinually feast on clarified - butten, and: the manes of
ancestors on.hallewed cakes ? Of created:things; the
most excellent are-those which are animated ;. of the
- intelli 5 of
the intelligent, mankind ; and ofzenﬁw“mmdm
WIEen.a Brahmen springs to light, be is:horn
above the world, the chief of all creatures. Whate
ever exists ia the universe, is all, in effect, the wealth

of the Brahmen; since the Brahmen is. entitled ta*

it all by his primogeaiture and. eminence of birth.”
As.the Brahman: exclusively, or at. least to a su-
preme degree, evgrosses the regard.and favour of
the Deity, uoul‘tle’in. entitled. to the. warship and ados
ration of mortals. Kings. themselves, and the moss
exalted ofimen, are infinitely infevior.to the mesnest
of the Brahmena, ¢ Let the king,” we again quote
the ordinances. of Menu, * having risen at eatly
dawn, respectfully attend to Brahmens learned in
the three Vedas, &c. ....and. by their. decision, let

him abide. - Constantly must ke show respect
Brahmens, who have grown -old, who know

seriptures, who are pure.” ¢ The. king must ap-
point seven or eight ministers, &c. . . . . To one learn-
ed Brahmen, distinguished among them all, let the
hing impart his- momentous counsel. To him, with
full con ce, let him entrust all. his transactions ;
and with him, having taken his final resolution, let
him begin all his measures.” ¢ Let him not, although
in the greatest distress, provoke Brahmens to anger,
by whom Brahma, the'all-devouring fire, was creat-
ed, the sea with waters not drinkable, and the moon
with i:.;trhune and increue.'tb Wlu:d?nn:}e would
gain w by oppressing those, who, if angry,
could frame other worlds, and agents of worlds, could

E’v‘e being to new gods and mortals? What men,

of life, would injure those by the aid of
whom, worlds and subsist ; those
who are rich in the knowledge of the Veda? A
Brahmen, whether learned or ignarant, is a power-
ful divinity; even as fire, is a powerful divinity,
whether consecrated or popular. Thus, though
Brahmens en&loy themselves. in all sorts of mean
occupations, they must invariably be hanoured ; for
they are something transcendently divine.”

least. disrespect to one of the-sacred order, is.

the most atrocious of crimes. ¢ For con

language to a Brahmen,” says the code of Menn,
¢ a:Sudra must have an jron style, ten fingers long,
thrust red-hot into his mouth; and for. ing te

grest give instruction te priests, hot oil must be poured

into his. meuth and ears.” - .
. The laws give to the Brahmens the most remarks
able advantages, over the other classes of the coma
munity. Neither the persen, nor so much.as the
propesty of the Brahmen, can ever be tauched, in
awerding punishment for the most.atrocious. crimes.
¢ Never the " says ona of the ordinances
of Menu, # slay a Brahmen, though convicted of all.
rhkuines; let. him banish the' offender from
is. rea)m, bus- with. all, bis .secure,.and his
bedy unhurt.” . This, privi .order was entirely.
frem taxes, of the most. imgortant .
all duties is to bestow- wealth. upon the Brahmens,
by incessant gifts and donstions. :
. 2. The:-Cshatriyas,

looked: up. to.-hy all the.rest of the classes, with a
prostyate veneration, inferior only ta that with which
the: Bralimaens are regarded. The difference of rank.
in India, is net. a, mere ceremonial distinction. The
advantages which are conferred by it, or the injuries
endured,. ::ed;:::;m; aXd to the mﬂ’ermgpan;;
‘w imng. . AD mﬁlnsemt, even o
&omma{m&aozsthoabjeycm of the degraded
party; is punished as.a heinous crime. « If.a man
of l:u;‘ni‘crior caste,” -y Halh:ﬁ’s Gentoo. (i_ade.
“ Aﬁcﬂl? .an equality with a person of su~
pegorezt,lbonl speak at the same time with him,
the magistrate in. that. case shall punish him to the
extent of his abilities.” It is unnecessary, under
th;l;ead,t&enm inta details, which. would occupy
a

ar. the military caste. Though miy;
the- Brahmens. look down upon this class, they?rhe C.lat.e",

ropettlouw .
8. The Vaisyas, memcnlmdand commercial Agricultn.

clase. It is still less necpesery to multiply partisu- ral Custe.
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lars under this head. When the two extremes are

3~~~/ gufficiently explained, what modifications of respect

* Servile
Caste.

.- The dé

- ;F therewith.

or disrespect belong to the intermediate stages, may
be easily inferred.- . :
‘ 4. As much as the Brahman is an object of in-
tense veneration; eo much ie the Sudra an object of

contempt, and even of abhorrence, to the other-
The business of the-
Sudras is servile labour; and their degradation in--

classes of his countrymen.

human. The most abject and grovelling submission
is im upon them as a religious duty, enforced
Yy the most dreadful punishments. They are so
completely deprived of -an equal share in the ad-
vantages of the social union, that few of those ad-
vantages are reserved to them. The classes hbove
them are restrained from injuring them, even in the
case of the greatest ‘crimes, by punishments far
slighter, than those which are apq;hinwd for injuries
done to the superior classes. = The crimes which
they commit, are punished with much heavier in-
flictions than equal crimes committed by individuals
of the classes above them.’ Neither their persons
gor their labour is free.  A-man of the servile
caste,” says the sacred ordinance of Menu, “ whe-
ther bought or unbought, a Brahimen may compel to
perform servile duty ; because such a man was cresit-
éd by the Self-existent for the purpose of serving

Brahmens.”

* According to the principles of the same code, the
Sudra was excluded from the benefits of property.
“'"No collection of wealth must be made by a Su-
dra, even though he has power, since a servile man
who has amassed riches gives pain even to Brah-
mens.” ¢ A Brahmen may seize without hesitation,
the goods of *his Sudra slave ; ‘for as that slave can
tiave no property, Htis master may take his goods.”
gradation of the wretched Sudra extends

riot only to every thing in this life, but even to reli--

gion, and the prospect of future happiness. ¢ Let
not a Brahmen,” says the above code, « give advice,
nor what remains from his table, nor clarified butter,
of which part has” been offered, nor let him give

jritual. counsel to such a mam, wor inform him of

e legal expiation for his sin; surely he who de-
clares the law to a servile man, and he who instructs
him in the mode of expiating’ sin, sinks with that
very man into the hell nimed Asamvrita.” Not
only are the Sudras not allowed to read any of the
sacred books ; but, “ If,” says the Gentoo Code, “a
man of the Sooder reads- the Beids of the Shaster,

or the Pooran, to a Brahman, a- Chehteree, or a

Bice” (Halhed’s mode of spelling the names of the
four castes), ¢ then the magistrate shall heat some
bittér oil, and pour it into the aforesaid Sooder's
mouth ; and if a Soeder listens to the Beids of the
Shaster, then the oil, heated as before, shall be pour-
ed into his ears, and arzeez and ‘wax shall be melted
together, and the orifice of his ears shall be stopped
If a Sooder gets by heart the Beids

the Shaster, the magistrate shall put him to death.
If a Sooder gives much and frequent molestation to
a Brahman, the magistrate shall put him to death.”

. From this specimen of particulars, a judgment may

be forined with regard to the rest.
Though this is the primary and original formation

CASTE.

of castes, the institution, unless where it hippens to Ces.
be early broken up, does not rest here. The distri. ™~
bution of the members of the community into four
classes only, and the appropriation of their services

to four species of employment, tho a Tncoms,
in improvement .tnt’ge time t “?ém ﬁmﬁm
must have become_productive -of many ineonvmi-z‘.‘h

ences, as the wants of society multiplied. The bare g, g
necessaries of life, with a few of its rudest acommo.timute
dations, are all the means of gratification which ittiy#
affords, or is capable of affording .to mankind, As™*
the desires of mankind, however, speedily extend
beyond such narrow limits, a.struggle must have
early ensued between the first principles of humam
nature, and those of the political establishment.
ﬂ-]And this was not the only evil to which, under

is primary institution, society was exposed. The
diﬂ'erl;nt castes were strictly commanded to mary
with those exclusively of their own class and pro-
fession; and the mixture of the classes by the
union of the sexes, was guarded against by the most
sanguinary laws. This, however, was a result which
laws were not sufficiently powerful to prevent. Ir-

larities occurred, and. children were born who

belonged to ho caste, and for whom there was o
occupation. A more calamitous event could not tall
upon human society. Unholy and infamous on ac-
count of that violation of the sacred. law to which
they owed their unwelcome birth, those wretched
outcasts had no.resource for subsistence, except
two; either the boanty of .the regular classes to
whom they were objects of contempt and abhorrence,
not of sympathy, or the: plunder of those classes
whom th? were. oppressed ; a resource to whi
they would Betake themselves with all the ingenuiy
of necessitous, and-all the ferocity. of injured men.
* When a class of this description became nume
rous, they must have filled society with the
disorders. The nature of the case would lLave
drawn the philosophical mind to this conclusion, bad
no testimony existed. It so however, that
this is one of the few facts in the ancient history of the
Hindus, which can be ascertained from their records.
In the preface to that compilation of the Hixdu Lsw,
which was translated by Mr Halhed, it is stated
that, after a duccession of good kinﬁnvho secured
obedience to the laws, snd under whom the people |
enjoyed felicity, came a mongrch, evil and corruph,
under whom the laws were violated, the mixture of
the classes was pil"‘pemted, and a new and impious
race were produced. The Brahmens put this wick:
ed king to death; and, by an effect of miraculos
power, created a successor, endowed with the mott
excellent qualities. Nevertheless the kingdom did
not prosper, by reason of the Burren Sunker (0
were the impure and ir brood denominated);
and it required all the wisdom of this sage and VI
tuous king to devise a remedy. He resolved to fom
a classification of the mixed race; and to assg
them occupations. This accordingly was the con-
mencement of arts and manufactures. The Buret
Sunker became all manner of artisans and hﬂd‘
crafts, - Of the classes ‘into which they were dsir"
buted, one was appointed to the weaving of clott
another to works in iron, and so in all other css¢f;
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till the subdivisions of the race were exhausted, and
the wants of the community were provided for.
Among the Hindus, thirty-six castes of the impure
race are enumerated, all inferior in rank and privi-
leges even to the Sudra. To proceed farther in the
detail, would be inconvenient and useless. By this
supplement to the institution of the four p

castes, two great evils were remedied at once; the
increasing wants of an improving society were sup-
plied, and a class of men, who had been the pest of
the community, were converted to its service.

. The only remaining inquiry with respect to the
institution of castes, which seems appropriate to
this place, is that of its utility or inutility as a part

‘of the social establishment.

A few words, we think, will suffice, to' convey
clear and determinate ideas upon this subject.
. It is the distinction of man’s nature, that he is a

View of the progressive being. It is by this grand characteristic

Effects of e
tliis Tootita. 125 he 8

"been rea

separated 80 widely from the inferior ani-
mals. When found in circumstances and situations
in which the benefits of progression seem not to have
, he is raised but a slight degree above
the ition of some of the more ect of the
inferior animals. His peculiarity is, that he is sus-
ceptible of progression ; and unless when he is placed
in circumstances which impose extraordinary re-
straints ugon the principles of his nature, does inva-
rinbly and incessantly. make progress. Even when
he originates in‘a state little above that of the infe-
rior animals, he rises, and gradually ascends from
one stage to another, till his elevation above all the
other inhabitants of this globe is immense ; nor is
there any limit which our ledge permits us to
set, to his final attainments and felicity. In what-
ever state the other animals originate, in that same
state they remain through all ages; and seem alto-
gether in le of improvement.

- In to man, therefore, considered as a class
of beings, or an order of existence ; every thing is to
be considered as beneficently important, in propor-
sion as it favours his progression ; every thing is to be
considered as mischievously important, in proportion
a8 it obstructs and impedes that pr ion.

It is by this d test of all that is good and evil

in human institutions, that we shall endeavour to
estimate the effects of the establishment of castes.
- "We shall not here adduce the elevation of one set
of the classes, and the correspondent
another, obviously the cause of infinite evil ; because
it may be with justice maintained, that this horrid
elevation, and equally horrid depression, are not
essential parts of the institution of caste, but arise
from other causes, and may, in fact, be separated
from.that institution. : .

First of gll, it is evident, that at the time when the
number of castes and professions is established, unless
it could be foreseen what are all the species of ope-
-;;ti'onn or a{ts, by which the desires of man, in all

eir possible varieties, are capable of bein i-
fied ; and what are all the possible divisions of l;b‘r:f:r
from which an good can arise ; the appointment of
fixed, unalterable castes and professions, must oppose
an irresistible barrier to human advancement in
these two grand instruments of progression, the divi-

ation of -
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sion of labour, and the practice of new arts, as inven< Caste.
tion may suggest them, or the multiplying desires of =~%

an impm'i:f society may create the demand. Since
it is obviously impossible that all these things can be
foreseen, it is abundantly certain, that the institution
of any fixed number of ‘arts and trades is exactly an-
institation for preventing the progression of mankind.
This deduction appears to be conclusive; and," if
there were no other argument, affords a complete
answer to the question respecting the utility of
castes. -

~ Even in the trades and arts which are known and
provided for at the time of the institution, it is by no
means certain, that this fixed order of the persons

who are to practise them is a contrivance well adapt- '

ed for carrying these arts themselves, whether large
in number or small, to their highest state of perfec-
tion. It by no means follows, that 2 man will do
any thing better than any other man because his
r did it before him. -To establish, a caste for

any particular art or profession, is giving -a sort of
monopoly to that particular description of men. It
is a wide monopoly, to be sure; but as far as the
appropriation of the art to one class is calculated-to
have any effects, they must so far be such as it is of
the nature of a monopoly to protuce, and hence un-
favoarable to the progress of the art. The way
which presents itself to the reasoning mind, as that
which is best calculated for improving every branch
of human industry or skill, is to open, as widel'ly as
possible, the doors to competition ; not to exclude
-any man, of whatever origin, who may appear to
have an extraordinary genius for any p;rtic:rnr thing,
but allow him, th competition, to reap the re-
ward of his superiority, and hence to feel all the
motives that can prompt him to excel. The ac-
quirements of one generation are not_transmitted to
another more surely when they are transmitted from
father to son, than when they are transmitted in the
way of promiscueus instruction. Nor does it neces-
sarily, or even commonly, happen, that the learner
g:u more careful instruction from his father, than
would from a man who is not his father ; or, that

he himself is more intent in his application, and care-
gul to learn, because it is his father who instructs

m.

In the sciences and the fine arts, the power of ex-
celling in which depends upon rare combinations of
"circumstances, to limit the number of competitors,
and shut up the field from all but the members of a
¥?articnlar tribe, is obviously a powerful expedient

or diminishing the chance of progression. Inre,

to literature and knowledge the case is clear and deci- -

‘sive. To confine the prosecution of it to a particular
.tribe, is to insure a perpetuity of ignorance and misery
to the human race. It will be decidedly the interest
of the knowing class to maintain as much ignorance
as possible among the rest of the community, that
they may be able the more easily to turn and wind
‘them comformable to their own pu ; and, for
‘that end, to study, pot real know , not the
means of making mankind wiser and happier, but the
-means of deluding and imposing upon them ; the arts
of imposture. With this clear and incontrovertible
inference, how exactly does the historical fact cor-
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respond? How traly and faithfully have the Brahe
mmdux‘mﬂ-tmle? They have made it &
revealed heun&tobeg the great bulk of
community in ignorance. And whet branch ef
have they ever studied but the science
There is first their theology ; a mane
fictions to chain the imagination of ig-
norant and foolish men. And then there is astro-
logy, which concludes the circle of all their studies;
iﬁmybejmtly led the ¢ Second Part of the
Act of Imposture;” even their mathematics, in
which they made some little progress, being studied
in no other shape than as a part of the business of
v circumstance to merit no slight
. The institu tion?‘"m is calculated to
multiply the evils, 5o dreadful in magnitude, which

il

g

- are apt to arise from the principles of population,

" aversion to'all innovation; &

.in the 4

and is opposed which are

‘ ible facility is given to the supernu-
mmm of distributing themselvesthrough
all the other departments of industry and subsistence.
And these evils, it is obvious, are all raised to the
beight when the bility of that distzibu-
tion is taken away ; and individuals, in whatsoever de-
supersbundant, ate wtill confined to their own
gmunt. As this is a topic, the elucidation of
which is easy to on; we shall content ourselves
with the bare hint which has thus been given, and
le:‘:lo the developement to the reflestions of the
reader.
It may be added, as a supplement to what was
said about the obstruction which, by the institution

of castes, is given to ion, not only in the
dlvision of and the multiplication of arts, but
even in perfecting the arts which are known and

that the strict confinement of one tribe of
men to one tribe of operations must have a strong
tendency to create a habit of routine, and hence an
i tion to ac-
quiesce in what has constantly been done, as if’ it were
that which ought to be constantly done ; and hence
to deaden that activity of mind which is on the alert
to catch at every chance of improvement,—that ad-
mirable temper, on which the greatest rapidity in the
march of human amelioration essentially depends.

It was intended, after thus presenting the reasons
on which we conclude that the institution of castes
is an arrangement pltogether opposite to the interests
of humsan nature, to have stated and answered the
reasons which have been advanced by Dr Robertson,
ix to his Historical Disqdisition Con-
cerning India, and very recently by the Abbé Du-
hois, in his Description of the Character, &c. of the

‘Peaple of India, to prove that the institution of castes

is really beneficial. But after looking aver these

ings, with a view to that answer, they have ap-
peared to us to be so weak and insignificant, as to be
altogether unworthy,the trouble of transcription.
A mfficient answer to every point which they. adduce,

C A S

wilt be found in. the considerations which we bwve Cais

already urged -the subject;- and we doubt no,
that we may “intrust the decision to the judg.
ment of the reader. (r. 1)
CASTL (GraMBATTISTA), 8B Italian Poet, was
born ofhm&l:ﬂuﬂ in.the 1721, at Monte.
fiascope, & town in.the States of the Church,
which i rd.sach rapid. peogres, et h s 7.
i id progress, that he was
pointed, in early youth, Professor of Greek and ?‘»
tin, in an academy of his native town,—an employ-
ment which peculiarly directed his atteation to Clasi.
cal P and Literature. He-seon, however, quit.
ted this obs situation, and r?nd ta Rome, in
search of more nobleexmo emulation, end 8
highetmm of esteem than his birth-
place him. ﬁil leaming, acuteness, and
sgreeable disposition, mm.d him to the
notice and friendship of the mast emineat individoals
Aeade !'Deghm‘dd' e Bioesd b migh
emy 1 i, and it is believed he might
easily have risen from a Canonshi .in'thoCuﬂ\l
of Montefiascone, which he had already obtained, to
the enjoyment of much higher church had
such beea the chief objects of. his ambitien. But
his love of freedom, and his restiess inclination for
travelling (which appears to have been characteri-
tic of all the literary men of Italy), interfered with
his ecclesiastical preferment. He gladly accept-
ed the mvitation of Prince (tutor to
the Grand: Duke Leopold), with whom he had be-
come acquainted at Florence, to accompany him ¥
Vienna, where he was presented to E«E
Joseph. After this introduction, he visited
all the capitals of Europe, from P to Lis
bon, and from Constantinople to Stockhokn, direct
ing his particular attention.to the mannery and civl
institutions of the various.countries through whid
he passed. On. his return to Vienns, he was &
pointed Poeta Cesario, or Poet- Laureate, in the roos
of Metastasio, a situation” which he held till some
time after the death of the Emperor whea
he resigned it, and retired to Florence in 179
During two years residence in that city, he com
posed a great number of his works. At the end of
that period, he went to live in Paris; and, tho
now far advanced: in life, neither his habitual gaiety
nor ardour of li composition were in any de-
gree abated. Scarce a day passed in.which be dd
not add something to his principal poem, Gii Animal
Parlanti, or write one of his poetical novels. Al
the same time, he delighted the society with which
he lived :ﬂ the unceasing liveliness of his convessé-
tion, which! was rendered highly entertaining
interesting, by his knowledge of the wosld, and the
extensive opportunities he had of obeerv-
ing the manners and characters of mankind. Though,
in 1808, he bad . the age of 82, the streagth
both of his mind and body still afforded the pre-
mise, of & yet longer life; but he :iedvdms this
ear, in consequence of having caught a severe 0
A returning home at a late hoir from  house wher
he had spent, the evening. His funeral was asteact
by a.great concourse of French. and Italians, distio*

%




