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ADVERTISEMENT.

stcE the .ﬁrft’ pulglicati'on of the

THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS,
which was fo long ago as the beginning
of the year 1759, feveral corre@ions,
and a good many illuftrations of the doc-
trines contained in it, have ‘occurred to
me, But the various occupations in
which the different accidents of my life
neceffarily involved me, have till now pre-
vented me from revifing this work with
the care and attention which I always in-
tended.. The reader will find the principal
alterations which I have made in this New
Edition, in the laft Chapter of the third
Section of Part Firft ; and in the four firft
Chapters of Part Third. Part Sixth, as it
ftands in this New Edition, is altogether
A3 new
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new. In Part Seventh, I have brought to-
- gether the greater part of the different paf~
fages concerning the Stoical Philofophy,
which, in the former Editions, had been
fcattered about in different parts of the
work. I have likewife endeavoured to ex-
plain more fully, and examine more dif-
tin@ly, fome of the do@rines of that fa-
mous fe@. In the fourth and laft Seion
~ of the fame Part, I have thrown together
a few additional obfervations concerning
the duty and principle of veracity. There
are, befides, in other parts of the work, a
few other alterations and corre&ions of na
great moment,

In the laft paragraph of the firft Edition
" of the prefent work, I faid, that I fhould
in another difcourfe endeavour to give an
account of the general principles of law
and government, and of the different re-
volutions which they had undergone in the

different ages and periods of fociety; not -
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only in what concerns juftice, but in what
concerns police, revenue,and arms, and what-
ever elfe is the object of law. In the En-
quiry concerning the Nature and Caufes of the
Wealth of Nations, 1 have partly executed this
promife ; at leaft fo far as concerns police,
 vevenue, and arms. What remains, the
theory of jurifprudence, which I have long
proje&ted, I have hitherto been hindered
from executing, by the fame occupations
which had till now prevented me from re-
vifing the prefent work. Though my very
advanced age leaves me, I acknowledge,
very little expe@ation of ever being able
to execute this great work te my own fa-
tisfaQion; yet, as I have not altogether
abandoned the defign, and.as I with ftill
to continue under the obligation of doing
what I can, I have allowed the paragraph
to remain as it was publithed more than
thirty years ago, when I entertained no
doubt of being able to execute every thmg
which it announced.
44
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T HE O R Y
OF

MORAL SENTIMENTS.

| PART L
Of the Prorriery of AcTiON,
‘ Confifting of Three Sections,

SECTION I
Of the SENSE of ProPRIETY,

CHAP 1
Of SympATHY.,

w felfith foever man may be 'fup-
H pofed, there are evidently fome prin-
ciples in his nature, which intereft him in
the fortune of others, and render their hap-
pinefs neceffary to him, though he derives -

_VOL. I, B ngthing



2 Of ProrPrIETY. Part 1.

nothing from it except the pleafure of fee~
ing it. Of this kind is pity or compaffion,
the emotion which we fcel for the mifery
of others, when we either fee it, or are
made to conceive it in a very lively man-
ner. That we often derive forrow from
the forrow of others, is a matter of fa& too
obvious to require any inftances to prove
it; for this fentiment, like all the other
original paffions of human nature, is by no
mecans confined to the virtuous and hu-
mane, though they perhaps may feel it
with the moft exquifite fenfibility.” The
greateft ruffian, the moft hardened violator

of the laws of focicty, is not altogether

without it.

As we have no immediate experience of
what other men fcel, we can form no idea
of the manner in which they are affetted,
but by conceiving what we ourfelves fhould
feel in.the like fituation. - Though our

brother is upon the rack, as long as we "

ourfelves are at cur eafe, our fenfes will
never inform us of what he fuffers. They
never did, and never can, carry us beyond

our
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Sett. L. Of ProPRIETY. 3

our own perfon, and it is by the i 1magma-
tion only that we can form any conception
of what are his fenfations. Neither can
that faculty help us to this any other way,
than by reprefenting to us what would be
our own, if we were in his cafe. It is the
impreflions of our own fenfes only, not
thofe of his, which our imaginations copy.
By the imagination we place ourfelves in
his {ituation, we conceive ourfelves endur-
ing all the fame torments, we enter as it
_were into his body, and become in fome
meafure the fame perfon with him, and
thence form fome idea of his fenfations, and
even feel fomething which, though weaker
in degree, is not altogether unlike them.
His agonies, when they are thus brought
home to ourfelves, when we have thus
adopted and made them our own, begin at
laft to affect us, and we then tremble and
fhudder at the thought of what he feels.
For as to be in pain or diftrefs of any kind
excites the moft exceflive forrow, fo to
conceive or to imagine that we are in it,
excites fome degree of the fame emotion,

B2 in

-



4 Of ProPRIETY. Part L

in proportion to the vivacity or dulnefs of
the conception.

That this is the fource of our fellow-
feeling for the miféry of others, that it is
by changing places in fancy with the fuf-
ferer, that we come veither to conceive or
to be affeted by what le feels, may be de-
monftrated by many obvious obfervations,
if it fhould not be thought fufficiently evi-
dent of itfelf. 'When we fee a firoke aimed
and juft ready to fall upon the leg or arm,
of another perfon, we naturally fhrink and
draw back our own leg or our own armj;
and when it does fall, we feel it in fome
meafure, and are hurt by it as well as the
fufferer.  The mob, when they are gazing
at a dancer on the flack rope, naturally
writhe and twift and balance their own
bodies, as tliey fee him do, and as they feel
that they themfelves muft do if in his fitu-
ation. Perfons of delicate fibres and a
weak conftitution of body complain, that
in looking on the fores and ulcers which
arc expofed by beggars in the ftteets, they

e ———— | —— , ————— e _ e . e, s . e e . -, (et s,




- Set. 1. Of PrRoOPRIETY., 5

are apt t0 feel an itching or uneafy fenfa-
tion in the correfpondent part of their own
bodies. The horrar which they conceive
at the mifery of thofe wretches affe@s that
particular part in themf{elves more than any
other; becaufe that horror arifes from con~
ceiving what they themfelves would fuffer,
if they really were the wretches whom
they are looking upon, and if that particu-
lar part in themfelves was aually affeCted
in the fame miferable manner. The very
force of this conception is fufficient, in
their feeble frames, to produce that itching
or uneafy fenfation complained of. Men
of the moft robuft make, obferve that in
ooking upon fore eyes they often feel a
very fenfible forenefs in their own, which
proceeds from the fame reafon ; that organ
being in the flrongeft man more delicate,
than any other part of the body is in the
weakeﬁ

- Neither is it thofe circumftances only,
which create pain or forrow, that call forth
our fellow-feeling. Whatever is the paf-
fion which arifes from any obje& in the

: - B3 perfon



6 Of ProPRIETY. Parc 1.

perfon principally concerned, an analogous
emotion {prings up, at the thought of his
fituation, in the breaft of every attentive
fpeQator. Our joy for the deliverance of
thofe heroes of tragedy or romance who
intereft us, is as fincere as our grief for
their diftrefs, and our fellow-feeling with
their mifery is not more real than that with
their happinefs. 'We enter into their gra-
titude towards thofe faithful friends who
did not defert them in their difficulties ;
and we heartily go along with their refent-
ment againft thofe perfidious traitors who
injured, abandoned, or deceived them. In
every paflion of which the mind of man is
fufceptible, the emotions of the by-ftander
always correfpond to what, by bringing
the cafe home to himfelf, he imagines

" . fhould be the fentiments of the fuffcrer.

Pity and compaflion are words appro=~
priated to fignify our fellow-feeling with
the forrow of others. Sympathy, though
its meaning was, perhaps, originally the
fame, may now, however, without much
impropriety, be made ufe of to denotg

Qur
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our fellow-feeling with any paffion what-
ever. : I

Upon fome - occafions fympathy may
feem to arife merely from the view of a
certain emotion in another perfon. The
paffions, upon fome occafions, may feem to
be transfufed from one man to another, in-
ftantaneoufly, and antecedent to any know-
ledge of what excited them in the perfon
principally concerned.  Grief and joy, for
example, ftrongly exprefled in the look
and geftures of any one, at once affe& the.
fpeQator with fome degree of a like pain<
ful or agreeable emotion. A {miling face
is, to every body that fees it, a cheerful
obje& ; as a forrowful countenance, on the
other hand, is a melancholy one.

This, however, does not hold univerfally,
or with regard to every paffion. There
are fome paffions of which the expreflions
excite no fort of {ympathy, but'before we
are acquainted with what gave occafion to
them, ferve rather to difguft and provoke
us againft them. The furious behaviour

- B4 ' of



8 of PROPRIETY. Part I,

of an angry man is more likely to ex~
afperate us againft himfelf than againft his
enemies. As we are unacquainted with
his provocation, we cannot bring his cafe
home to ourfelves, nor conceive any thing
. like the paffions which it excites. But we

- plainly {ee what is the fituation of thofe
with whom he is angry, and to what vio»
lence they may be expofed from fo enraged
an adverfary. We readily, therefore, fym-
pathize with their fear or refentment, and
are immediately difpofed to take part
againft the man from whom they appear
to be in fo much danger.

If the very appearances of grief and joy
~infpire us with fome degree of the like
emotions, it is becaufe they fuggeft to us
the general idea of fome good or bad for-
tune that has befallen the perfon in whom
we obferve them: and in thefe paflions
- this is fufficient to have fome little influence
upon us. The effe@s of, grief and joy
terminate in the perfon who feels thofg
emotions, of which the exprefliops do not,
like thofe of refentment, fuggeft to us the

idea
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idea of any other perfon for whom we are
concerned, and whofe interefts are oppofite
to his. The general idea of good or bad
fortune, therefore, creates fome concern for
the perfon who has met with it, but the
general idea of provocation excites no fym=
pathy with the anger of the man who has
received it. Nature, it {feems, teaches us to
be more averfe to eater into this paffion,
and, till informed of its caufe, to be dif~
pofed rather to take part againft it,

Even our fympathy with the grief or joy
of another, before we are informed of the
caufe of either, is always extremely im-
perfe@. General lamentations, which ex~
prefs nothing but the anguifh of the fuffer~
er, create rather a curiofity to inquire into
his fituation, along with fome difpofition
to fympathize with him, than any a&pal
fympathy that is very fenfible. The firft
queftion which we afk is, What has befallen
you? Till this be anfwered, though we
are uneafy both from the vague idea of his
misfortune, and ftill more from torturing
ourfelves with conjeftures about what it

may
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may be, yet our fellow-feehng is not very
confiderable. - - '

Sympathy, therefore, does not arife fo
much from the view of the paflion, as
from that of the fituation which excites it.
We fometimes feel for another, a paffion
of which he himfelf feems to be altogether
~ incapable; becaufe, when we put ourfelves
in his cafe, that paflion arifes in our breaft
from the imagination, though it does nog
in his from the reality. We bluth for the
impudence and rudenefs of another, though
he himfelf appears to have no fenfe of the
impropriety of his own behaviour ; becaufe
we cannot help fecling with what confufion
we ourfelves fhould be covered, had we
behaved in fo abfurd a manner.

Of all the calamities to which the condi-
tion of mortality expofes mankind, the lofs
of reafon appears, to thofe who have the
leaft fpark of humanity, by far the moft
dreadful, and they behold that laft ftage of
human wretchednefs, with deeper commife-
ration than any other. But the poor
) wretch,
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wretch, who is in it, laughs and fings per-
haps, and is altogether infenfible of his
own mifery. The anguith which humanity
feels, therefore, at the fight of fuch an ob-
je&, cannot be the refleGion of any fenti-
ment of the fufferer. The compaflion of
the fpeGtator muft arife altogether from the
confideration of what he himfelf would feel
if he was reduced to the fame unhappy fitu-
ation, and, what perhaps is impoflible, was
at the fame time able to regard it with his
prefent reafon and judgment.

‘What are the pangs-of a mother, when
fhe hears the moanings of her infant that
during the agony of difeafe cannot exprefs
~ what it feels 2 In heridea of what it fuffers,
fhe joins, to its real helpleflnefs, her own
confcioufnefs of that helpleflnefs, and her
-own terrors for the unknown confequences
of its diforder ; and out of all thefe, forms,
for her own forrow, the moft complete
image of mifery and diftrefs. The infant,
however, feels only the uneafinefs of the
prefent inftant, which can never be great.
. With regard to the future, it is perfectly
fecure,
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fecure, and in its thoughtleflnefs and want
of forefight, pofleffes an antidote againft
fear and anxiety, the great tormentors of
the human breaft, from which, reafon and
philofophy will, in-vain, attempt to defend .
it, when it grows up to a man.

We fympathize even with the dead, and
overlooking ' what is of real importance in
their fituation, that awful futurity which

‘awaits them, we are chiefly affeted by

.

thofe circumftances which firike our fenfes,
but can have no influence upon their happi-
nefs. It is miferable, we think, to be de-
prived of the light of the fun; to be fhut
out from life and converfation ; to be laid
in the cold grave, a prey to corruption and
the reptiles of the earth; to be no more
thought of in this world, but to be oblite~
rated, in a little time, from the affeGtions,
and almoft from the memory, of their deareft
friends and relations. Surely, we imagine,
we can never feel too much for thofe who
have fuffered fo dreadful a calamity. The
tribute of our fellow-feeling feems doubly

due to them now, when they are in danger
’ ‘ of
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of being forgot by every body; and, by
the vain honours which we pay to their
memory, we endeavour, forour own mifery,
artificially to keep alive our melancholy re-
membrance of their misfortune. That our
{fympathy can afford them no ctonfolation
feems to be an addition to their calamity 3
and to . think that all we can do is unavail-
ing, and that, what alleviates all other dif-
trefs, the regret, the love, and the lament~
ations of their friends, can yield no com-
fort to them, ferves only to exafperate our
{fenfe of their mifery. The happinefs of
the dead, however, moft afluredly, is af-
feted by none of thefe circumftances ; nor
is it the thought of thefe things which can
ever difturb the profound fecurity of their
repofe. The idea of that dreary and end-
lefs melancholy, which the fancy naturally
afcribes to their condition, arifes altogether
from our joining to the change which has
been produced upon them, our own con-
{cioufnefs of that change, from our putting '
ourfelves in their fituation, and from our
lodging, if I may be allowed to fay fo,
our own living fouls in their inanimated bo-

' dies,
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dies, and thence conceiving what would
be our emotions in this cafe. It is from
this very illufion of the imagination, that
the forefight of our own diffolution is fo ter=
rible to us, and that the idea of thofe cir-
cumftances, which undoubtedly can give us
no pain when we are dead, makes us mife-
rable while we are alive. And from thence
arifes one of the moft important principles
in human nature, the dread of death, the
great poifon to the happinefs, but the great
reftraint upon the injuftice of mankind,
which, while it afli%ts and mortifies
the individual, guards and prote@ls the
fociety.
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CHAP IL
Oj“ the Pleafure of mutual Sympathy.

BUT whatever may be the caufe of fym-
pathy, or however it may be excited,
nothing pleafes us more than to obferve in
other men a fellow-feeling with all the emo-
tions of our own breaft; nor are we ever
fo much fhocked as by the appearance of
the contrary. Thofe who are fond of dedu-
cing all our fentiments from certain refine<
ments of felf-love, think themfelves at no
lofs' to account, according to their own
principles, both for this pleafure and this
pain. Man, fay they, confcious of his own
weaknefs, and of the need which he has for
the afliftance of others, rejoices whenever
he obferves that they adopt his own paffions,
becaufe he is then aflured of that afliftance ;
and grieves whenever he obferves the con-
trary, becaufe he is then affured of their
eppofition. But both the pleafure and the

pain
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pain are always felt fo inftantaneoufly, and
often upon fuch frivolous occafions, that
it fecms evident that neither of them can
be derived from any fuch felf-interefted con=
fideration. A man is mortified when, after
having endeavoured to divert the company,
he looks round and {ees that nobody laughs
at his jefts but himfelf. On the contrary,
the mirth of the company is highly agree-
able to him, and he regards this correfpond-
ence of their fentiments with lus own as the
grcatcﬂ: applaufe.

- Neither does his pleafure feem to arife al-
together from the additional vivacity which
his mirth may receive from fympathy with
theirs, nor ‘his pain from the difappoint=
ment he meets with when he:niffes this plea-
fure ; though both the one and-the other,
no doubt, do in fome meafure. When,; we
have read a book or poem fo often that we
can no longer find any amufement in read-
ing it by ourfelves, we can flill take plea<
fure in reading it to a companion. To him it
has all the graces of novelty ; we enter into
the furprife and admiration which it natu-
: 4 rally
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rally excites in him, but which it is no longer
capable of exciting in'us; we confider all th&
ideas which it prefents rather in the light
in which they appear to him, than in that
in which they appear to ourfelves, and we
are amufed by fympathy with sis amufe-
ment which thus enlivens our own. On
the contrary, we fhould be vexed if he
did not feem to be entertained with it, and
we could no longer take any pleafure in
~ reading it to him." It is the fame cafe here.
The mirth of ihc ¢ompany, no doubt, en-
livens our own mirth, and their filence, no
doubt, difappoints us. But though this
may contribute both to the pleafure which
we derive from the one, and to the pain
which we feel from the other, it is by no
means the fole caufe of either; and this
correfpondence of the fentiments of others
with- our own appears to be a caufe of
pleafure, and the want of it a caufe of
pain, which cannot be accounted for in this
manner. The fympathy, which my friends
exprefs with my joy, might, indeed, give
me pleafure by enlivening that joy: but
that which they exprefs with my grief could
VOL. I. C give
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give me none, if it ferved only to enliven
that grief. Sympathy, however, enlivens
joy and alleviates grief. It enlivens joy
by prefenting another fource of fatisfa&tion 3
and it alleviates grief by .infinuating into
the heart glmoft the only agreeable fenfa-
tion which it is at that time capable of
receiving.

It is to be obferved accordingly, that we
are ftill more anxious to communicate to
our friends our difagreeable than our agree-
able paffions, that we derive ftill more fa-
tisfaQtion from their fympathy with the for-
‘mer than from that with the latter, and that
we are ftill more fhocked by the want of it¢

How are the unfortunate relieved when
they have found out a perfon to whom they
can communicate the caufe of their forrow ?
Upon his fympathy they feem to difburthen
" themfelves of a part of their diftrefs: he is
not improperly faid to fhare it with them.
He not only feels a forrow of the fame
kind with that which they feel, but as if
ke had derived a part of it to himfelf,
what

-
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‘what he feels feems to alleviate the weight’
of what they feel. Yet by relating their
misfortunes they in {ome meafure renew
their grief, They awaken in their memory
the remembrance of thofe circumftances
-which occafion their affli&tion. Their tears
.accordingly flow fafter than' before, and
.they are apt to abandon themfelves to all
.the weaknefs of forrow. They take plea-
{ure, however, in all this, and, it is evi=
dent, are fenfibly relieved by it; becaufe
‘the fweetnefs of his fympathy more than
compenfates the bitternefs of that forrow,
‘which, in order to excite this {ympathy,
they had thus enlivened and renewed. “The
crueleft infult, on the contrary, which can
be offered to the unfortunate, is td appear
to make light of their calamities. To
-feem not to be affeted with the joy of our
" companions is but want of politenefs ; but
not to wear a ferious countenance when
-they tell us their affliGtions, is real and
~ grofs mhumamty. :

Love is an agreeable; reflentment,..a
dxfagreeable paffion; and accordingly we
2 c2 are
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are not half fo anxious that our friends
~ fhould adopt our friendthips, as that they
fhould enter into our refentments. We
can forgive them though they feem to be -
little affe@ed with the favours which we
may have received, but lofe all patience if
they feem indifferent about the injuries
‘which may have been done to us : nor are
we half fo angry with them for not enter-
ing into our gratitude, as for not fympa-
thizing with our refentment. They can
cafily avoid being friends to our friends,
but can hardly avoid beingenemies to thofe
with whom we are at variance. We fel-
dom refent their being at enmity with the
firft, though upon that account we may
fometimes affect to make an awkward quar-
rel with them; but we quarrel with them
in good earneft if they live in friendfhip
with the laft. The agreeable paffions of
love and joy can fatisfy and fupport the
heart without any auxiliary pleafure. The
bitter and painful emotions of grief and re-
" fentment more ftrongly require the healing
. confolation of fympathy.

As
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As the perfon who is principally inte-
refted in any event is pleafed with our fym-
pathy, and hurt by the want. of it, fo we,
too, feem to be pleafed when we are able
to fympathize with him, and to be hurt
when we are unable to do fo.© We run
sot only to congratulate the fuccefsful, but
to condole with the affliGted ; and the plea-
fure which we find in the converfation of

“one whom in all the paffions of his heart we
can entirely fympathize with, feems to do
more than compenfate the painfulnefs of
that forrow with which the view of his
fituation affeéts us. On the contrary, it is

. always difagreeable to feel that we cannot -

fympathize with him, and inftead of being
pleafed with this exemption from fympa-
thetic pain, it hurts us to find that we can-
not fhare his uneafinefs. If we hear a per-
fon loudly lamenting his misfortunes, which
however, upon bringing the cafe home to
ourfelves, we feel, can produce no fuch vio-
lent effe&t upon us, we are thocked at his
grief ; and, becaufe we cannot enter into

" it, call it pufillanimity and weaknefs. It

gives us the fpleen, on the other hand, to

€3 fea
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~ fee another too happy or too much ele-
vated, as we call it, with any little piece of
good fortune. We are difobliged even
-with his joy; and, becaufe we cannot go
along with it, call it levity. and folly.
We are even put out of humour if our
companion laughs louder or longer at a
joke than we think it deferves; that is,
than we feel that we ourfelves could laugh
at it,
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CHAP I

Of the manner in which we judge of the
propriety or impropriety of the affections
of other men, by their concord or di jb-

© mance with our own.

HEN the ongmal paﬂions of the
perfon principally concerned are in
perfe& concord with the fympathetic emo-
tions of the fpetator, they neceflarily ap-
pear to this laft juft and proper, and fuit-
ble to‘their obje&ts ; ‘and, on the contrary,
- when, upon bringing the cafe home to
himfelf, he finds that they do not coincide
with what he feels, they neceflarily appear
to him unjuft and improper, and unfuitable
to the caufes which excite them. To approve -
of the paffions of another, therefore, as fuit-
able to their obje&s, is the fame thing as to
obferve that ;we entirely fympathize with
them; and not to approve of them as fuch,
is the fame thing as to obferve that-we do not
cnurely fympathize with them. The man
¢4 - whe
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who refents the injuries that have been done
to me, and obferves that I refent them pre-
cifely as he does, neceflarily approves of my
-refentment.  The man whofe {ympathy
keeps time to my grief, cannot but admit
the reafonablenefs of my forrow. He who
admires the fame poem, or the fame piture,
and admires them exaltly as I do, muft
'furely allow the juftnefs of my admiration.
He who laughs at the fame joke, and
laughs along with me, cannot well deny
the propriety of my laughter., On the con-
trary, the perfon who, upon thefe different
occalions, either feels no fuch emotion ag
that which I feel, or feels none that bears
any proportion to mine, cannot avoid difa
approving my fentiments on account of
their diffonance with his own. If my ani-
mofity goes beyond what the indignation
of my friend can correfpond to; if my
grief exceeds what his moft tender com-
paflion can go along with ; if my admi-
ration is either too high or too low to tally
with his own ; if I laugh loud and heartily
when he only {miles, or, on the contrary,
only fmile when he laughs loud and
beartily ; in all thefe cafes, as foon as he

. comes
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comes from confidering the obje&, to ob-
ferve how | am affected by it, according as
there is more or lefs difproportion between
his fentiments and mine, I muft incur a
greater or lefs degree of his difapprobation;
and upon all occafions his own fentiments
- are the ftandards and meafures by which
he judges of mine,

To approve of another man's opinions
is to adopt thofe opinions, and to adopt
them is to approve of them. If the fame
arguments which convince you convince
me likewife, I neceflarily approve of your
convition; and if they do not, I necef~
farily difapprove of it: neither can I pof-
fibly conceive that I fhould do the one
without the other. To approve or difap-
prove, therefore, of the opinions of others
is acknowledged, by every body, to mean
no more than to obferve their agreement
or difagreement with our own. But this
'1s equally the cafe with regard to our ap-
probation or difapprobation of the fenti~
ments or paffions of others,

There
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There are, indeed, fome cafes in which
we feem to approve without any fympathy
or correfpondence of fentiments, and in
which, confequently, the fentiment of ap-
probation would feem to be different from
the perception of this coincidence. A
little attention, however, will convince us
that even in thefe cafes our approbation is
ultimately founded upon a fympathy or
correfpondence of this kind. I fhall give
an inftance in things of a very frivolous
nature, becaufe in them the judgments of
mankind are lefs apt to be perverted by
wrong fyftems. 'We may often approve of
a jeft, and think the laughter of the com-
pany quite juft and proper, though we our-
felves do not laugh, becaufe, perhaps, we
are in a grave humour, or happen to have
our attention engaged with other objets.
We  have learned, however, from expe-
rience, what fort of pleafantry is upon moft
occafions capable of making us laugh, and
we obferve that this is one of that kind.
We approve, therefore, of the laughter of
the company, and feel that it is natural and
fuitable to its objet; becaufe, though in
Lol our
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our pre'féht mood we cannot eafily enter
into it, we are fenfible that upon moft oc-
cafions we fhould very heartily join in it.

‘The fame thing often happens with re-
gard to all the other paffions. A ftranger
pafles by us in the ftreet with all the marks
of the deepeft affliGtion; and we are im-
mediately told that he has juft received the
news of the death of his father. It is im-
poflible that, in- this cafe, we fhould not
approve of his grief. Yet it may often
happen, without any defe&t of humanity
on our part, that, {o far from entering into
the violence of his forrow, we fhould fcarce
conceive the firft movements of concern
upon his account. Both he and his father,
perhaps, are entirely unknown to us, or we
happen to be employed about other things,
and do not take time to piture out in our
imagination the different circumftances of
diftrefs which muft occur to him. We
have learned, however, . from experience,
that fuch a misfortune naturally excites
fuch a degree of forrow, and we know that
¥f we took time to confider his fituation,
o fully
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fully and in all its parts, we fhould, with~
out doubt, moft fincerely fympathize with
him. It is upon the confcioufnefs of this
conditional fympathy, that our approba-~
tion of his forrow is founded, even in thofe
cafes in which that {ympathy does not ac=
tually take place; and the general rules
derived from our preceding experience of
what our fentiments would commonly cor-
refpond with, corre&t upon this, as upon
many other occafions, the impropriety of
~ our prefent emotions,

The fentiment or affetion of the heart
from which any a&ion proceeds, and upon
which its whole virtue or vice muft ulti~
mately depend, may be confidered under
two different afpets, or in two different
relations; firft, in relation to the caufe
which excites it, or the motive which gives
occafion to it ; and fecondly, in relation to
the end which it propofes, or the effe®
which it tends to produce,

In the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, in
the proportion or difproportion which the
affe@tion
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affo@ion feems to bear to the caufé ot ob-
je& which excites it,” confifts the propriety

lor impropriety, the dedency or ungraceful~
nefe of ‘the confequent a&lon.

,.,, v,y

B In'the beneficial or hurtful nature of the

effects which the affeCtion aims at, or tends
to produce, confifts the merit or demerit

- of the a&ion, the qualities by which it is

entitled to reWald or is defervmg of pu=
mihmmu S

7 Phﬂoﬁ)phers have, of late 'years, con=
fidered -chiefly the tendency of -affe&ions,
‘and have given little attention to the rela~
‘tion which they ftand in to the caufe which
éxcites them. " In common life, however,
‘when we judge of any perfon’s condu&,
- and of the fentiments which direGted it,
we coaftantly confider them under both
thefe afpe@s. When -we blame in another
man the excefles of love, of grief, of refent-
ment, we not only confider the ruinous
effe@s which they tend to produce, but the
little occafion which was given for them.
'The merit of his favourite, we fay, is not

3 v fo
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{o great, his misfortune is not fo dreadful,
his provocation is not fo extraordinary, as
to juftify fo violent a paffion. We thould
have indulged, we fay; perhaps, have ap-
proved of the violence of his emotion, had
the caufe been in any refpe& proportioned
to it. ,

When we judge in this manner of any
affe@ion, as proportioned or difproportion-
ed to the caufe which excites it, it is fcarce
poffible that we fhould make ufe of any
other rule or canon but the correfpondent
affe@tion in ourfelves. If, upon bringing
the cafe home to our own breaft, we find
that the fentiments which it gives occafion
to, coincide and tally with our own, we
neceflarily approve of them as proportioned
and fuitable-to their obje@s; if otherwife,
we neceflarily difapprove of them, as ex-
travagant and out of proportion.

. Every faculty in one man is the meafure
by which he judges of the like faculty in
another. I judge of your fight by my
fight, of your ear by my ear, of your rea-

fon
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fon by my reafon, of your refentment by
my refentment, of your love by my love.
I neither have, nor can have, any other
way of judging about them.

CHAP 1IV.
The fame fubject continued.

WE may judge of the propriety or im-
propriety of the fentiments of ano-
ther perfon by their correfpondence or dif-
agreement with our own, upon two dif-
ferent occafions; either, firft, when the
objes which excite them are confidered
without any peculiar relation, either to
ourfelves or to the perfon whofe fentimeats,
we judge of ; ar, fecondly, when they are
confidered as peculiarly aﬂ'e&mg one or
cher of us.

1. With regard to thofe objects whicl;,
are confidered without any peculiar rela-
o : tion
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tion either to ourfelves or to the perfon
whofe fentiments we judge of ; wherever
his fentiments entirely correfpond with our
own, we afcribe to him the qualities of
tafte and good judgment. The beauty of
a plain, the greatnefs of a mountain, the
ornaments of a building, the expreflion of
a piure, the compofition of a difcourfe,
the condu& of a third perfon, the propor+
tions of different quantities and numbers,
the various appearances which the great
machine of the univerfe is perpetually ex=
hibiting, with the fecret wheels and fprings
which produce them ; all the general fub-
jeéts of fcience and tafte, are what we and
our companions regard as having no pe-
tuliar relation to either of us. We both
look at them from the fame point of view,
and we have no occafion for fympathy, or
for that imaginary change of fituations
from which it arifes, in order to produce,
with regard to thefe, the moft perfe@ har-
mony of fentiments and affe@ions. If,
notwithftanding, we are often differently
affeCted, it arifes cither from the different
dcgrces of attention, which our different
: ~ habits

\
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‘habits of life allow us to give eafily to the

feveral parts of thofe complex objects, or
from the different degrees of natural acute-
nefs in the faculty of the mind to which
they are addrefled.

When the fentiments of our companion
coincide with our own in things of this
kind, which are obvious and eafy, and in
which, perhaps, we never found a fingle
perfon who differed from us, though we,
no doubt, muft approve of them, yet he
feems to delerve no praife or admiration
on account of them. But when they not

~only coincide with our own, but lead and

dire& our own; when in forming them
he appears to have attended to many things
which we had overlooked, and to have
adjufted them to all the various circum-
ftarices of their obje@s; we not only ap-
prove of them, but wonder and are fur-
prifed at their uncommon and unexpected
acutenefs and comprehenfivenefs, and he -

- appears to deferve a very high degree of

admiration and applaufe. For approbation
heightened by wonder and furprife, con=
VOL. I, D ftitutes
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ftitutes the fentiment which is properly
called admiration, and of which applaufe
is the natual expreflion. The decifion of
the man who judges that exquifite beauty
is preferable to the groffeft deformity, or
that twice two are equal to four, muft cer-
tainly be approved of by all the world, but"
will not, furely, be much admired. It is
the acute and delicate difcernment of the
man of tafte, who diftinguithes the mi-
nute, and fcarce perceptible differences of
beauty and deformity ; it is the compre-
henfive accuracy of the experienced ma-
thematician, who unravels, with eafe, the
moft intricate and perplexed proportions ;
it is the great leader in {cience and tafte,
the man who dire&ts and condu&ts our
own fentiments, the extent and f{uperior
juftnefs of whofe talents aftonith us with
wonder and furprife, who excites our ade
miration, and feems to deferve our applaufe:
and upon this foundation is grounded the
greater part of the praife which is be-
fltowed upon what are called the intellec-
~ tual virtues,

The
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The utility of thofe qualities, it may be

thought, is what firt recommends them to
us; and, no doubt, the confideration of
this, when we come to attend to it, gives
them a new value. Originally, however,
we approve of another man’s judgment,
not as fomething ufeful, but as right, as
accurate, as agreeable to truth and reality:
and it is evident we attribute thofe qualities
to it for no other reafon but becaufe we
find that it agrees with, our own. Tafte,
in the fame manner, is originally approved
of, not as ufeful, but as juft, as delicate,
and as precilely fuited to its obje&. The
idea of the utility of all qualities of this
kind, is plainly an after-thought, and not
what firft recommends ‘ them to our appro-
bation.

2. With regard to thofe objeéts, which
affe@ in a particular manner either our-
felves or the perfon whofe fentiments we
judge of, it is at once more difficult to pre-
ferve this. harmony and correfpondence,
and at the fame time, vaftly more important.
My companion does not naturally look

D 2 -~ upon
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upon the misfortune that has' befallen me,
or the injury that has been done me, from
the fame point of view in which I confider
them. They affe& me much more nearly.
We do not view them from the fame fta-
tion, as we do a picture, or a poem, or a
{yftem of philofophy, and are, therefore,
apt to be very differently affeted by them.
But I can much more eafily overlook the
want of this correfpondence of fentiments
with regard to fuch indifferent objeis as
concern neither me nor my companion,
than with regard to what interefts me fo
much as the misfortune that has befallen
me, or the injury that has been done me.
Though you defpife that piture, or that
poem, or even that {yftem of philofophy,
which I admire, there is little danger of our
quarrelling upon that account. Neither
of us can reafonably be much interefted
about them. They ought all of them to
be matters of great indifference to us both;
fo that, though our opinions may be oppo-
fite, our affections may ftill be very nearly
the fame. But it is quite otherwife with
regard to thofe objeéts by which either you

. or
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or I are particularly affe@ted. Though
your judgments in matters of {peculation,
though your fentiments in matters of tafte,
are quite oppofite to mine, I can eafily
overlook this oppofition ; and if I have any
degree of temper, I may ftill find fome en-
tertainment in your converfation, even
upon thofe very fubjecs. But if you have
either no fellow-feeling for the misfortunes
I have met with, or none that bears any
proportion to the grief which diftracts me;
or if you have either no indignation at the
injuries I have fuffered, or none that bears
anyproportion to the refentment which tran{-
ports me, we can no longer converfe upon
thefe fubjets. 'We become intolerable to
one another. I can neither fupport your
company, nor you mine. You are con-
founded at my violence and paffion, and I
am enraged at-your cold mfenﬁblhty and

- want of feeling.

In all fuch cafes; that there may be fome
correfpondence of fentiments between the
fpeCtator and the perfon principally con-
cerned, the fpeGtator muft, firft of. all, en-

D 3 deavour,
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deavour, as much as he can, to put himfelf
in the fituation of the -other, and to bring
home to himfelf every little circumftance
of diftrefs which can poffibly occur to the
fufferer. He muft adopt the whole cafe of
his companion with all its minuteft inci-
dents; and ftrive to render as perfe& as
poflible, that imaginary change of fituation
upon which his fympathy is founded.

After all this, however, the emotions of
the fpetator will flill be very apt to fall
fhort of the violence of what is felt by the
fufferer. Mankind, though naturally fym~
pathetic, never conceive, for what has be-
fallen another, that degree of paffion which
naturally animates the perfon principally
concerned, That imaginary change of
fituation, upon which their fympathy is
founded, is but momentary, The thought
of their own fafety, the thought that they
themfelves are not really the fufferers, con-
tinually intrudes itfelf upon them; and
though it does not hinder them from con-
ceiving a paffion fomewhat analogous ta
what js felt by the fufferer, hinders them
, | from
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from conceiving any thing that approaches
to the fame degree of violence. The per-
fon principally concerned is fenfible of this,
and at the fame time paflionately defires a
more complete fympathy. He longs for
that relief which nothing can afford him
but the entire concord of the affe@ions of
the fpeQators with his own. To fee the
emotions of their hearts, in every refpe&,

‘beat time to his own, in the violent and

difagreeable paffions, conftitutes his fole
confolation. But he can only hope to ob-
tain this by lowering bis paffion to that
pitch, in which the fpeQators are capable
of going along with him. He muft flatten,
if I may be allowed to fay fo, the fharp-
nefs of its natural tone, in order to reduce
it to harmony and concord with the emo-
tions of thofe who are about him, What
they feel, will, indeed, always be, in fome
refpe@s, different from what he feels, and -
compaffion can never be exactly the fame
with original forrow ; becaufe thé fecret
confcioufnefs that the change of fituations,
from which the fympathetic fentiment

arifes, is but imaginary, not only lowers it

D 4 in
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in degree, but, in fome meafure, varies it
in kind, and gives it a quite different modi-
fication. Thefe two fentiments, however,
may, it is evident, have fuch a correfpond-
ence with one another, as is fufficient for
the harmony of fociety. Though they
will never be unifons, they may be con-
cords, and this is all that is wanted or re-
quired, '

In order to produce this concord, as na-
ture teaches the fpetators to aflume the
circumftances of the perfon principally
concerned, {o the teaches this laft in fome
meafure to aflume thofe of the fpe&ators. .
As they are continually placing themfelves
in his fituation, and thence conceiving
emotions fimilar to what he feels; fo he is
as conftantly placing himfelf in theirs, and
thence conceiving fome degree of that
coolnefs about his own fortune, with which
he is fenfible that they will view it. As
they are conftantly confidering what they
themfelves would feel, if they aGtually were
the fufferers, fo he is as conftantly led to
- jmagine in what manner he would be
affeCted
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affe@ted if he was only one of the fpetators
of his own fituation. As their fympathy
makes them look at it, in fome meafure,
with his eyes, {o his fympathy makes him
look atit, in fome meafure, with theirs,
efpecially when in their prefence and a&-
ing under their obfervation: and as the
refle@ted paffion, which he thus conceives,
is much weaker than the original one, it
neceflarily abates the violence of what he
felt before he came into their prefence, be-
fore he began to recolle&t in what manner
they would be affected by it, and to view

his {ituation in this candid and impartial

light.

. 'The mind, therefore, is rarely fo difturb-
ed, but that the company of a friend will
reftore it to fome degree of tranquillity and
{edatenefs. The breaft is, in fome mea~
fure, calmed and compofed the moment
we come into his prefence. We are im-
mediately put in mind of the light in which
he will view our fituation, and we begin
to view it ourfelves in the fame light; for
the effe@ of fympathy is inftantaneous.

We
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We expe@ lefs fympathy from a common
acquaintance than from a friend : we cannot
open to the former all thofe little circum-
ftances which we can unfold to the latter :
we aflume, therefore, more tranquillity be-
fore him, and endeavour to fix our thoughts
upon thofe general outlines of our fituation
which he is willing to confider. We ex~
pe& ftill lefs fympathy from an aflembly of
firangers, and we aflume, therefore, flill
more tranquillity before them, and always
endeavour to bring down our paffion to
that pitch, which the particular company
we are in may be expe&ted to go along
with. Nor is this only an aflumed appear-
ance: for if we are at all mafters of our-
felves, the prefence of a mere acquaintance
will really compofe us, ftill more than that
of a friend; and that of an aflembly of
ftrangers ftill more than that of an acquaint-
ance, :

Society and converfation, therefore, are
the moft powerful remedies for reftoring
the mind to its tranquillity, if, at any time,
it has unfortunately loft it; as well as the

7 befk
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beft prefervatives of that equal and happy
temper, which is fo neceffary to felf-fatif~
fa&tion and enjoyment. Men of retirement
and fpeculation, who are apt to fit brood-

* ing at home over either grief or refentment,

though they may often have more hu-
manity, more generofity, and a nicer fenfe
of honour, yet feldom pofiefs that equality
of temper which is fo common among
men of the world,
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CHAP V.
Of the amiable and refpectable virtues.

UPON thefe two different efforts, upon
that of the fpeQator to enter into the
fentiments of the perfon principally con-
cerned, and upon that of the perfon prin-
cipally concerned, to bring down his emo-
tions to what the fpectator can go along
with, are founded two different fets of vir-
tues. The foft, the gentle, the amiable
virtues, the virtues of candid condefcenfion
and indulgent humanity, are founded upon
the one : the great, the awful and refpe&-
able, the virtues of felf-denial, of felf-go-
vernment, of that command of the paffions
which fubjeds all the movements of our
nature to what our own dignity and honour,
and the propriety of our own conduét re-
quire, take their origin from the other.

1

How
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How amiable does he appear to be,
whofe fympathetic heart feems to re-echo
all the fentiments of thofe with whom he
converfes, who grieves for their calamities,
who refents their injuries, and who rejoices
at their good fortune! When we bring
home to ourfelves the fituation of his com-
panions, we enter into their gratitude, and -
feel what confolation they muft derive from
the tender fympathy of fo affeGtionate a
friend. And for a contrary reafon, how
difagreeable does he appear to be, whofe
hard and obdurate heart feels for himfelf
only, but is altogether infenfible to -the
happinefs or mifery of others! We enter,
in this cafle too, into the pain which his pre-
fence muft give to every mortal with whom
he converfes, to thofe efpecially with whom
‘we are moft apt to {fympathize, the unfor—
tunate and the injured.

On the other hand, what noble propriety
and grace do we feel in the condu& of thofe
who, in their own cafe, exert that recolle&ion
and felf-command which conftitute the dig-
nity of every paflion, and which bring it

down
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down to what others can enter into ? We
are difgufted with that clamorous grief,
‘which, without any delicacy, calls upon
our compaffion with fighs and tears and im-
portunate lamentations. But we reverence
that referved, that filent and majeltic for-
row, which difcovers itfelf onlyin the fwell-
ing of the eyes, in the quivering of the
- lips and cheeks, and in the diftant, but
.affe@ing, coldnefs of the whole behaviour.
- It impofes the like filence upon us.. We
regard it with refpeCful attention, and
watch with anxious concern over our
‘whole behaviour, left by any impropriety
we fhould difturb that concerted tranquillity,
which it requires {o great an effort to fup=

port.

The infolence and brutality of anger, in
“the fame manner when we indulge its fury
without check or reftraint, is, of all objeéts,
the moft deteftable. ~ But we admire that
noble and generous refentment which go-
verns its purfuit of the greateft injuries,
not by the rage which they are apt to ex~

cite in the breaft of the {ufferer, but by
- the
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the indignation which they naturally call
forth in that of the impartial {pectator;
which allows no word, no gefture, to efcape
it beyond what this more equitable {enti-
ment,would diGtate ; which never, even in
thought, attempts any greater vengeance,
nor defires. to inflit any greater punifh-
ment, than what every indifferent perfon
would rejoice to fee executed.

And hence it is, that to feel much for
others and little for ourfelves, that to re~
ftrain our felfifh, and to indulge our bene-
volent affettions, conftitutes the perfe&ion
of human nature; and can alone produce
among mankind that harmony of fenti-
ments and paffions in which confifts their
whole grace and propriety. As to love
our neighbour as we love ourfelves is the

- great law of Chriftianity, fo it is the great

precept of nature to love ourfelves only as
we love our neighbour, or what comes to
the fame thing, as our neighbour is capable
of loving us.

As
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As tafte and good judgment, when they
are confidered as qualities which deferve
praile and admiration, are {fuppofed to im-
ply a delicacy of fentiment and. an acute-
nefs of underftanding not commonly to be
met with ; fo the virtues of fenfibility and
felf-command are not apprehended to con-
fit in the ordinary, but in the uncommon
degrees of thofe qualities. The amiable
virtue of humanity requires, furely, a fen-
fibility, much beyond what is poffeffed by
‘the rude vulgar of mankind. The great
and exalted virtue of magnanimity un-
doubtedly demands much more than that
degree of felf-command, which the weakeft
of mortals is capable of exerting. Asin
the common degree of the intclleCtual qua-
lities, there is no abilities; fo in the com=-
mon degree of the moral, there is no vir-
tue. Virtue is excellence, fomething un-
commonly great and beautiful, which rifes
far above what is vulgar and ordinary.
The amiable virtues confift in that degree
of fenfibility which furprifes by its exqui-
. fite and unexpeted delicacy and tender-
nefs.
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nefs. The awful and refpeGable, in that
degree of felf-command which aftonithes
by its amazing {uperiority over the 'moft
ungovernable paffions of human nature.

There is, in this refpe&, a confiderable
difference between virtue and mere pro-
priety ; between thofe qualities and a&ions
which deferve to be admired and cele-
brated, and thofe which fimply deferve to
be approved of. Upon many occafions,
to a& with the moft perfe& propriety, re-
quires no more than that common and or-
dinary degree of fenfibility or felf-command

“which the moft worthlefs of mankind are

pofleft of, and fometimes even that degree
is not neceflary. Thus, to give a very low
inftance, to eat when we are hungry, is
certainly, upon ordinary occafions, per-
fe@ly right and proper, and cannot mifs
being approved of as fuch by every body.
Nothing, however, could be more abfurd
than to fay it was virtuous.

On the contrary, there may frequently
be a confiderable degree of virtue in thofe
YOLO I, \ E . aaions
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altions which fall fhort of the moft perfe&
propriety; becaule they may fill approach
nearer to perfection than could well be ex-
pe&ed upon occafions in which it was fo
extremely difficult to attain it: and this is
very often the cafe upon thofe occafions
which require the greateft exertions of
felf-command. There are fome fituations
which bear fo hard upon human nature,
that the greateft degree of felf-government,
which can belong to fo imperfet a crea-
‘ture as man, is not able to flifle, altogether,
the voice of human weaknefs, or reduce
the violence of the paffions to that pitch
" of moderation, in which" the impartial
fpeGtator can entirely enter into them.
Though in thofe cafes, therefore, the be-
haviour of the fufferer fall fhort of the moft
perfe& propriety, it may ftill deferve fome
applaufe, and even in a certain fenfe, may
be denominated virtuous. It may ftill ma-
nifeft an effort of generofity and magna-
nimity of which the greater part of men
are incapable ; and though it fails of abfo-
lute perfetion, it may be a much nearer
approximation towards perfeQion, than
: 3 -« . what,
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what, upon fuch trying occafions, is com-
monly e¢ither to be found or to be ex-
peed.

In cafes of this kind, when we are deter-
mining the degree of blame or applaufe
which feems due to any adtion, we very
frequently make ufe of two different ftan-
dards. ‘The firft is the idea of complete
propriety and perfe@ion, which, in thofe
difficult fituations, no human condu& ever

* did, or ever can come up to; and in com-

parifon with which the a&ions of all men
muft for ever appear blameable and imper-
fet, The fecond is the idea of that de- -

- gree of proximity or diftance from 'this

complete ‘perfection, which the a&ions of

the greater part of men commonly arrive

at. Whatever goes beyond this degree,
how far foever it may be removed from
abfolute perfection, feems to deferve ap-
plaufe; and whatever falls fhort of it, to

deferve blame.

It is in the fame manner that we judge
of the produdtions of all the arts which ad-
E2  drefs
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drefs themfelves to the imagination. When
a critic examines the work of any of thé
great mafters in poetry or painting, he may
fometimes examine it by an idea of per-
feQion, in his own mind, which neither
that nor any other human work will ever
come up to ; and as long as he compares it
with this ftandard, he can fee nothing in
it but faults and imperfe&tions. But when
he comes to confider the rank which it
ought to hold among other works of the
fame kind, he neceffarily compares it with
a very different ftandard, the common de-
gree of excellence which is ufually attained
in this particular art; and when he judges
of it by this new meafure, it may often ap-
- pear to deferve the higheft applaufe, upon
account of its approaching much nearer to
perfeGtion than the greater part of thofe
works which can be brought into compe-
© tition with it
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"SECTION IL

Of the Degrees of the different Paffions
which are confiftent with Propriety.

INTRODUCTION.

THF propriety of every paffion excited
by obje@s peculiarly related to our-
felves, the pitch which the fpe@ator can go
along with, muft lie, it is evident, in a
certain mediocrity. If the paffion is too
high, or if it.is too low, he cannot enter
into it. Grief and refentment for private

" misfortunes and injuries may eafily, for

example, be too high, and ‘in the greater
part of mankind they are fo. They may
likewife, though this more rarely happens,
be too low. We denominatc the excefs, .
weaknefs and fury : and we call the defet
ftupidity, infenfibility, and want of {pirit.
We can enter into neither of them, but are
aftonifhed and confounded to fee them.

E 3 This



5 Of ProprteTy., -Partl,

This mediocrity, however, in which the
point of propriety confifts, is different in dif-
ferent paflions. It is high in fome, and
low in others. There are fome paffions
which it is indecent to exprefs very ftrong-
ly, even upon thofe occafions, in which it
is acknowledged that we cannot avoid feel-
ing them in the higheft degree. And there
* are others of which the ftrongeft expreflions
are upon many occafions extremely grace-
ful, even though the paflions themfelves
do not, perhaps, arife fo neceffarily. The
firlt are thofe paflions with which, for cer-
tain reafons, there is little or no fympathy:
the fecond are thofe with which, for other
reafons, there is the greateft. And if we
confider all the different paflions of human
nature, we fhall find that they are regarded
as decent, or indecent, juft in proportion
as mankind are more or lefs dlfpofed to
fympathlzc with them.
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CHAP L

Of the Paffions which take their origin from
the body.

T is indecent to exprefs any ftrong

degree of thofe paflions which arife
from a certain fituation or difpofition of
the body ; becaufe the company, not being
in the fame difpofition, cannot be expetted
to fympathize with them. Violent hunger,
for example, though upon many occafions
not only natural, but unavoidable, is always
indecent, and to eat voracioufly is univer-
fally regarded as a piece of ill manners.
‘There is, however, fome degree of {ym-
pathy, even with hunger. It is agreeable
to fee our companions eat with a good ap-
petite, and all expreflions of loathing ‘are
offenfive. The difpofition of body which
is habitual to.a man in health, makes his
ftomach eafily keep time, if I may be al-
lowed fo coarfe an expreffion, with the one,

E 4 and
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and not with the other. We can {ympa-
thize with the diftrefs which exceffive hun-
ger occalions when we read the defcription
of it in the journal of a fiege, or of a fea
voyage. We imagine ourfelves in the fitu-
ation of the fufferers, and thence readily
conceive the grief, the fear and confterna-
tion, whick muft neceflarily diftra& them.
We feel, ourfelves, fome degree of thofe paf
fions, and therefore fympathize with them:
but as we do not grow hungry by reading
the delcription, we cannot properly, even
in this cafe, be fuid to fympathize with their
hunger.

It is the fame cafe with the paffion by
which Nature unitesthe two fexes. Though
naturally the moft furious of all the paflions,
all firong expreflions of it are upon every

-occafion indecent, even between perfons in
whom its moft complete indulgence is ac-
Xknowledged by all laws, both human and
divine, to be perfetly innocent. There
feems, however, to be fome degree of fym-
pathy even with this paffion. To talk to
‘& woman as we fhould to a man is im=-

proper:
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proper: it is expefted that their company
fhould infpire us with more gaiety, more
pleafantry, and more attention; and an
intire infenfibility to the fair fex, renders a.
man contemptible in fome meafure even to

" the men,

Such is our averfion for all the anpetites
which take their origin from the body : all
firong expreffions of them are loathfome
and difagreeable. According to fome an-
cient philofophers, thefe are the paffions
which we fhare in common with the brutes,
and which having no connexion with the
chara&eriftical qualities of human nature,
-are upon that account beneath its dignity.
But there are many other paffions which
we fhare in common with the brutes, fuch
as refentment, natural affeGtion, even grati~
tude, which do not, upon that account, ap-
pear to be fo brutal. The true caufe of
“the peculiar difguft which we conceive for
the appetites of the body when we fee
them in other men, is that we cannot en-
ter .into them. To the perfon himfelf
who feels them, as foon as they-are -grar

tified,
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tified, the objet that excited them ceafes
to be agreeable : even its prefence often be-
comes offenfive to him ; he looks round to
no purpole for the charm which tranfported
him the moment before, and he can now
as little enter into his own paflion as ano-
ther perfon. When we have dined, we or-
der the covers to- be removed; and we
fhould treat in the fame manner the obje&s
of the moft ardent and paflionate defires,
if they were the obje&s of no other paflions
but thofe which take their origin from the
body.

In the command of thofe appetites of the
body confifts that virtue which is properly
called temperance. To reftrain them within
thofe bounds, which regard to health and
fortune prefcribes, is the part of prudence.
But to confine them within thofe limits,
which grace, which propriety, which deli-
cacy, and modefty, require, is the office of -
temperance.

2. It is for the fame reafon that to
cry out with bodily pain, how intolerable
oo focxer,
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foever, appears always unmanly and' un-

- becoming. ‘There is, however, a good deal

of fympathy even with bodily pain. If, as
has already been obferved, I fee a, firoke .
aimed, and juft ready to fall upon the leg,

~orarm, of another perfon, I naturally thrink-

and draw back my own leg, or my own
arm: and when it does fall, I feel it in
fome meafure, and am hurt by it as well
as the fufferer. My hurt, however, is,
no doubt, exceflively flight, and, upon that
account, if he makes any violent out-cry,
as I cannot go along with him, I never fail
to defpife him. And this is the cafe of all
the paflions which take their origin from
the body: they excite either no fympathy
at all, or fuch a degree of it, as is alto-
gether difproportioned to the violence of
what is felt by the fuﬁ'erer.

It is quite otherwife with thofe paffions
which take their origin from the imagina-
tion. The frame of my body can be but

~ little affe@ed by the alterations which are -

brought about upon that of my companion:
but my imagination is more duétile, and
more
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more readily alTumes, if I may fay fo, the
fthape and configuration of the imaginations
of thofe with whom I am familiar. A dif~
appointment in love, or ambition, will,
upon this account, call forth more fympa-
"thy than the greateft bodily evil. Thofe
paflions arife altogcther from the imagina-
tion. The perfon who has loft his whole
fortune, if he is in health, feels nothing in
his body. What he fuffers is from the
imagination only, which reprefents to him
the lofs of his dignity, neglet from his
friends, contempt from his enemies, de-
pendance, want, and miflery, coming faft
upon him; and we fympathize with him
- more ﬂrongly upon this account, becaufe
our imaginations can more readily mould
themfelves upon his 1magmatxon than our.
bodies can mould themf{elves upon his
body.

- The lofs of a leg may generally be re=-
garded as a more real calamity than the lofs
of a miftrefs. It would be a ridiculous
tragedy, however, of which the cataftrophe
was to turn upon a lofs of that kind. A

misfortune
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misfortune of the other kind, how frivo-
lous foever it may appear to be, has given
occafion to many a fine one.

Nothing is fo foon forgot as pain. The
moment it is gone the whole agony of it is
over, and the thought of it can no longer
give us any fort of difturbance. We our-
felves cannot then enter into the anxiety
and anguith which we had before con-
ceived. An unguarded word from a friend
will occafion a more durable uneafinefs,
The -agony which this creates is by no
means over with the word. What at firft
difturbs us is not the object of the fenfes,

. but the idea of the imagination. As it is

an idea, therefore, which occafions our un-
eafinefs, till time and other accidents have
in fome meafure effaced it from our me-~
mory, the imagination continues to fret and
rankle within, from the thought of it.

Pain never calls forth any very lively
fympathy unlefs it is accompanied with

danger. 'We fympathize with the fear,

though not with the agony of the fufferer.
Fear,
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~ Fear, however, is a paffion derived alto-
gether from the imagination, which repre-
fents, with an uncertainty and fluctuation
that increafes our anxiety, not what we
really feel, but what we may hereafter -
poflibly fuffer. ‘'The gout or the tooth-ach,
though exquifitely painful, excite very little
fympathy; more dangerousdifeafes, though
accompanied with very little pain, excite
the higheft.

Some people faint and grow fick at the
fight of a chirurgical operation, and that
bodily pain which is occafioned by tearing
.the flefh, feems, in them, to excite the moft
cxceflive {ympathy. We conceive in a
much more lively and diftin& manner the
pain which proceeds from an external caufe,
than we do that which arifes from an in-
ternal diforder. 1 can fcarce form an idea
of the agonies of my neighbour when he is
tertured with the gout, or the ftone; butl
thave the cleareft conception of what he
muft fuffer from an incifion, a wound, or
a frature. The chief caufe, however, why
fuch obje@s produce fuch viclent effeds
. v upon
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upon us, is their novelty. One who has
been witnefs to a dozen diffeGtions, and as
many amputations, Tees, ever after, all
operations of this kind with great indiffer~

- ence, and often with perfe& infenfibility.

Though we have read or feen reprefented
more than five hundred tragedies, we
thall feldom feel fo entire an abatement of
our fenfibility to the obje&s which they re-
prefent to-us. .

In fome of the Greek tragedies there is

an attempt to excite compaflion, by the re-

prefentation of the agonies of bodily pain.
Philo&etes cries out and faints from the ex-
tremity of his fufferings. Hippolytus and
Hercules are both introduced as expiring
under the fevereft tortures, which, it feems,
even the fortitude of Hercules was incapa-
ble of fupporting. 1In all thefe cafes, how=
ever, it is not the pain which interefts us,
but fome other circumftance, It is not the
{ore foot, but the folitude, of Philotetes
which affe®s us, and diffufes over that
charming tragedy, that romantic wildnefs,
which is fo agreeable to the imagination.

: The
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The agonies of Hercules and Hippolytus
are interefting only becaufe we forefee that
death is to be the confequence. If thofe
heroes were to recover, we fhould think
the reprefentation of their fufferings per-
fedly ridiculous. What a tragedy would
that be of which the diftrefs confifted in a
colic! Yet no pain is more exquifite.
Thefe attempts to excite compaflion by the
reprefentation of bodily pain, may be re-
garded as among the greateft breaches of
decorum of which the Greek theatre has
{et the example, .

The little fympathy which we feel with
bodily pain is the foundaticn of the pro-
priety of conftancy and patience in enduring
it.. The man, who under the fevereft tor-
- tures allows no weaknefs to efcape him,

vents no groan, gives way to no paffion
- which we do not entirely enter into, com-
mands our higheft admiration. His firm-
nefs enables him to keep time with our-in-
Jdifference and infenfibility. We admire
and entirely go along with the magnani-
mous effort which he makes for this pur-
C pofe.
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* pofe. 'We approve of his behaviour, and

from our experience of the common weak-
nefs of human nature, we are furprifed,
and wonder how he fhould be able to a&
fo as to deferve approbation. Approbation,
mixed and animated by wonder and fur-
prife, conftitutes the fentiment which is
properly called admiration, of which, ap-
plaufe is the natural expreflion, as has al-

ready been obferved.

VOL. I, F
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CHAP IL

Of thofe Paffions awhich take their origin
Jrom a particular turn or babit of the
Fmnagination.

EVEN of the paffions derived from the
imagination, thofe which take -their
~origin from a peculiar turn or habit it has
acquired, though they may be acknow=-
ledged to be perfetly natural, are, however,
but little fympathized with. The imagin-
ations of mankind, not having acquired
that particular turn, cannot enter into them ;
and fuch paffions, though they may be al-
lowed to be almoft unavoidable in fome
part of. life, are always, in fome meafure,
ridiculous. This is the cafe with that
ftrong attachment which naturally grows
up between two perfons of different fexes,
who have long fixed -their thoughts -upon
one another. Cur imagination not having
run in the fame channel with that of the
‘ lover,
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lover, we cannot enter into the eagernefs
of his emotions. If our friend has been
injured, we readily fympathize with his
refentment, and grow angry with the very
perfon with whom he is angry. If he has
received a benefit, we readily enter into
his gratitude, and have a very high fenfe of
the merit of his benefaCtor. But if he
is in love, though we may think his paffion
juft as reafonable as any of the kind, yet
we never think ourfelves bound to conceive
a paffion of the fame kind, and for the
fame perfon for whom he has conceived it.
The. paflion appears to every body, but
the man who feels it, entirely difpropor-
tioned to the value of the object; and love,
though it is pardoned in a certain age be-
caufe we know it is natural, is always
laughed at, becaufe we cannot enter into
it.  All ferious and firong expreflions of it
appear ridiculous to a third perfon; and
though a lover may be good company to
his miftrefs, he is fo to nobody elfe. He
himfelf is fenfible of this; and as long as
he continues in his fober fenfes, endeavours
to treat his own paflion with raillery and

VOL. I, *F2 ridi-
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- ridicule. It is the only ftyle in which we
care to hear of it; becaufe it is the only
ftyle in which we ourfelves are difpofed to
talk of it. We grow weary of the grave,
pedantic, and long-fentenced love of Cow-
ley and Petrarca, who never have done
with exaggerating the violence of their at-
~ tachments; but the gaiety of Ovid, and

- the gallantry of Horace, are always agree-
able. '

But though we feel no proper fympathy
with an attachment of this kind, though
we never approach even in imagination to-
wards conceiving a paffion for that particu.
lar perfon, yet as we either have conceived,
or may be difpofed to conceive, paflions of
the fame kind, we readily enter into thofe
high hopes of happinefs which are pro-
pofed from its gratification, as well as into
that exquifite diftrefs which is feared from
its difappointment. It interefts us not as.a
paflion, but as a fituation that gives oceafion
to other paflions which intereft us; to
hope, to fear, and to diftrefls of every kind:
in the fame manner as in a defcription of

| afea

g
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a fea voyage, it is not the hunger which
interefts us, but the diftrefs which that -
hunger occafions. Though we do not pro-
perly enter into the attachment of the lover,
we readily go along with thofe expeita-
tions of romantic happinefs which he de-
rives from it. We feel how natural it is
for the mind, in a certain fituation, relaxed
with indolence, and fatigued with the vio-

" lence of defire, to long for ferenity and

quiet, to hope to find them in the gratifi-
cation of that paﬂion which diftrad&ts it,
and to frame to itfelf the idea. of that life
of paftoral tranquillity and retirement which
the elegant, the tender, and the paffionate
Tibullus takes fo much pleafure in de-
fcribing ; a life like what the poets defcribe
in the Fortunate lflands, a life of friend-
thip, liberty, and repofe ; free from labcur,
and from care, and from all the turbulent
paflions which attend them. Even fcenes"
of this kind intereft us moft, when they

- are painted rather as what is hoped, than

as what is enjoyed. The groflnefs of that
paffion, which mixes with, and is, per-
haps, the foundation of love, difappears

F 3 when
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when its gratification is far off and at a
diftance ; but renders the whole offenfive,
when defcribed as what is immediately pof-
fefled. The happy paflion, upon this ac-
count, interefts us much lefs than the fear-
ful and the melancholy. We tremble for
whatever can difappoint {uch natural and
agreeable hopes: and thus enter into all
the anxiety, and concern, and diftrefs of
the lover. ,
Hence it is, that, in fome modern tra-
gedies and romances, this paflion appears
fo wonderfully interefting. It is not fo
much the love of Caftalio and Monimia
which attaches us in the Orphan, as the
diftrefs which that love occafions, The
author who fhould introduce two lovers;
in a {fcene of perfect fecurity, exprefling
their mutual fondnefs for one another,’
~would excite laughter, and not {ympathy.
If a {cene of this kind is ever admitted into
a tragedy, it isalways, in fome meafure,
improper, and is endured, not from any
{ympathy with the paffion that is exprefled
in it, but from concern .for the dangers
and
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and difficulties with which the audience
forefee that its gratification is likely to be
attended. '
. ) ‘
The referve which the laws of fociety
impofe upon the fair fex, with regard to
this weaknefs, renders it more peculiarly
diftrefsful in them, and, upon that very
account, more deeply interefting. We are
charmed with the love of Phazdra, as it is
exprefled in the French tragedy of that
name, notwithftanding all the extravagance .
and guilt which attend it. That very ex-
travagance and guilt may be faid, in fome
meafure, to recommend it to us. Her fear,
her fthame, her remorfe, her horror, her
defpair, become thereby more natural and
interefting. All the fecondary paflions, if
I may be allowed to call them fo, which
arife from the fituation of love, become
neceffarily more furious and violent; and
it is with thefe fecondary paffions only
that we can properly be faid to fympa-
thize.

F 4 . Of
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Of all the paffions, however, which are
{o extravagantly difproportioned to the va-
lue of their obje@s, love is the only one
that appears, even to the weakeft minds,
to have any thing in it that is either grace-
ful or agreeable. In itfelf, firt of all,
though it may be ridiculous, it is not na-
turally odious; and though its confe-
quences are often fatal and dreadful, its
intentions are feldom mifchievous. And
then, though there is little propriety in the
paflion itfelf, there is a good deal in fome
of thofe which always accompany it. There
is in love a ftrong mixture of humanity,
generofity, kindnefs, friendfhip, efteem ;
paffions with which, of all others, for rea-
fons which fhall be explained immediately,

we have the greateft propenfity to {ympa-
thize, even notwithftanding we are fenfible
that they are, in fome meafure, excefive.
The fympathy which we feel with them,
renders the paffion which they accompany
lefs difagreeable, and. fupports it in our
imagination, notwithftanding all the vices
which commonly go along with it ; though
in the one {ex it neceﬂhnly leads to the laft

ruin
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ruin and infamy ; and though in the other,
where it is apprehended to be leaft fatal,
it is almoft always attended with an inca-
pacity for labour, a negle& of duty, a con-
tempt of fame, and even of common repu-
tation. Notwithftanding all this, the de-
gree of fenfibility and 'generofity with
which it is fuppofed to be accompanied,
renders it to many the obje&t of vanity ;
and they are fond of appearing capable of
feeling what would do them no honour 1f
they had really felt it.

It is for a reafon of the fame kind, that.
a certain referve is neceflary when we talk
of our own friends, our own ftudies, our
own profeflions. All thefe are objets .
which we cannot expect fhould intereft our
companions in the fame degree in which
they intereft us. And it is for want of this
referve, that the one half of mankind
make bad company to the other. A phi-
lofopher is company to a philofopher only 5 -
the member of a club, to his own little
knot of companions.
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CHAP I
Of the unfocial Paffions.

THERE is another fet of paflions, which,
though derived from the imagination,
yet before we can enter into them, or re-
gard them as graceful or becoming, muft
always be brought down to a pitch much
lower than that to which undifciplined na-
ture would raife them. Thefe are, hatred
and refentment, with all their different
modifications. 'With regard to all fuch
paffions, our fympathy is divided between
the perfon who feels them, and the perfon
who is the obje& of them. The interefts
of thefe two are dire@tly oppofite. What
our fympathy with the perfon who feels
them weuld prompt us to with for, our
fellow-feeling with the other would lead
us to fear. As they are both men, we are

- concerned for both, and our fear for what
' the




Sed. 1I. Of PROPRIETY. 78

the one may fuffer, damps our refentment
for what the other has fuffered. Our fym-
pathy, therefore, with the man who has
received the provocation, neceflarily falls
‘thort .of the paffion which naturally anie * -
mates him, not only upon account of
thofe general caufes which render all fym-

pathetic paffions inferior to the original

ones, but upon account of that particular

caufe which is peculiar to itfelf, our oppo~

fite {ympathy with another perfon. Be--
fore refentment, therefore, can become
graceful and agreeable, it muft be more
humbled and brought down below that .
pitch to which it would naturally rife, than

almoft any other paffion.

Mankind, at the fame time, have a very
ftrong fenfe of the injuries that are done
to another. The villain, in a tragedy or
romance, is as much the obje@ of our in~
dignation, as the hero is that of our {fym~
pathy and affe@ion. We deteft Iago as
much as we efteem Othello; and delight
as much in the punithment of the one, as

we are grieved at the diftrefs of the other.
: . But
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But though mankind have fo firong a fel-
* low-feeling with the injuries that are done
to their brethren, they do not always refent
them the more that the fufferer appears to
refent them. Upon moft occafions, the
greater his patience, his mildnefs, his hu-
manity, provided it does not appear that -
he wants fpirit, or that fear was the motive
of his forbearance, the higher the re-
fentment againft the perfon who injured
him. ~ The amiablenefs of the charatter
-exafperates their fenfe of the atrocity of

the injury. '

Thefe paflions, however, are regarded as
neceflary parts of the charalter of human
nature. A perfon becomes contemptible
who tamely fits flill, and {ubmits to infults,
without attempting either to repel or to
revenge them. . We cannot enter into his
indifference and infenfibility: we call his be-
haviour mean-fpiritednefs, and are as really
provoked by it as by the infolence of his
adverfary. Even the mob are enraged to
fee any man fubmit patiently to affronts
and ill ufage. They defire t6 fee this in-

‘ folence:
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folence reflented, and refented by the per-
fon who fuffers from it. They cry to him
with fury, to defend, or to revenge himfelf.
If his indignation roufes at laft, they
heartily applaud, and fympathize with it.
It enlivens their own indignation againft
his enemy, whom they rejoice to fee him
attack in turn, and are as really gratiﬁcd
by his revenge, prov1ded it is not immo-
derate, as if the injury had been done to
themfelves.

But though the utility of thofe paflions
to the individual, by rendering it dangerous
to infult or injure him, be acknowledged ;
and though their utility to the public, as
the guardians of juftice, and of the equa-
lity of its adminiftration, be not lefs con-
fiderable, as fhall be fhewn hereafter ;- yet
there is flill fomething difagreeable in the
paffions themfelves, which makes the ap-
pearance of them in other men the natural
obje of our averfion. The expreflion of
anger towards any body prefent, if it ex-
ceeds a bare intimation that we are fenfible
of his ill ufage, is regarded not only as an

mfult'
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infult to that particular perfon, but as a
rudenefs to the whole company. Refpe&t
for them ought to have reftrained us from
giving way to fo boifterous and offenfive
an emotion. It is the remote effeéts of
thefe paflions which are agreeable ; the im-
mediate effeCts are mifchief to the petfom
againft whom they are dire€ted. But it is
the immediate, and not the remote effe&s
of obje&ts which render them agreeable or
difagreeable to the imagination. A prifonr
is certainly more ufeful to the public than
a palace; and the perfon who founds the
one is generally directed by a much jufter
fpirit of patriotifm, than he who builds the
other. But the immediate effe@s of a pri-
fon, the confinement of the wretches thut
up in it, are difagreeable ; and the imagin-
ation either does not take time to trace out
the remote ones, or fees them at too great
a diftance to be much affe¢ted by them.
A prifon, therefore, will always be a dif~
- agreeable obje@ ; and the fitter it is for the
purpofe for which it was intended, it will
be the more fo. A palace, on the contrary;
will always be agreeable; yet its remote

effeGs
6
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effets may often be inconvenient to the
public. It may ferve to promote luxury,
and fet the example of the diffolution of
manners. Its immediate effeGs, however,
the conveniency, the pleafure, and the
gaiety of the people who live in it, being
all agreeable, and fuggefling to the ima-
gination a thoufand agreeable ideas, that
faculty generally refts upon them, and fel-
_dom goes further in tracing its more diftant
confequences. Trophies of the inftruments
of mufic or of agriculture, imitated in
painting ‘or in ftucco, make a2 common
and an agreeable ornament of our halls
and dining-rooms. A trophy of the fame
kind, compofed of the inftruments of fur-
gery, of diffedting and amputation-knives,
of faws for cutting the bones, of trepan-
ning inftruments, &c. would be abfurd and
thocking. Inftruments of furgery, how-
ever, are always more finely polithed, and
generally more nicely adapted to the pur~
poles for which they are intended, than
inftruments of agriculture. The remote
effetts of them. too, the health of the pa-
* tient, is agreeable; yet as the immediate

' effe
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effe& of them is pain and fuffering, the
fight of them always difpleafes us. In-
ftruments of war are agreeable, though
their immediate effe® may feem to be in
~ the fame manner pain and fuffering. But
then it is the pain and fuffering of our
enemies, with whom we have no fympathy.
With regard to us, they are immediately
conne@ed with the agreeable ideas of
courage, vitory, and honour. They are
themfelves, therefore, fuppofed to make
one of the nobleft parts of drefs, and the
imitation of them one of the fineft orna-
ments of architeGture. It is the fame cafe
with the qualities of the mind. The an~
cient ftoics were of opinion, that as the
world was governed by the all-ruling pro-
vidence of a wile, powerful, and good
God, every fingle event ought to be re-
garded, as making a neceflary part of the
plan of the univerfe, and as tending to
promote the general order and happinefs
-of the whole : that the vices and follies of
mankind, therefore, made as neceflary a
part of this plan as their wifdom or their

virtue; and by that eternal art-which
educes
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educes ‘good from ill, were madeé to tend
equally to the profperity and perfeQtion of
the great fyftem of nature. No fpecula-
tion of this kind, however, how deeply
foever it might be rooted in the mind,
could diminifth our natural abhorrence for
vice, whofe immediate effets are fo de-
firu&ive, and whofe remote ones are too
diftant to be traced by the imagination.

It is the fame cafe with thofe paffions
we¢ have been juft now confidering. Their
immediate effe@s are fo difagreeable, that
even when they are moft juftly provoked,
there is ftill fometﬁmg about them which
difgufts us. Thefe, therefore, are the only

paflions of which the expreflions, as I
-formerly obferved, do not difpofe and pre-

pare us to {ympathize with them, before
we are informed of the caufe which excites
them. The plaintive voice of mifery,
when heard at a diftance, will not allow us
to .be indifferent about the perfon from
whom it comes, .As foon as it ftrikes our

‘ear, it interefts us in his fortune, and, if
_continued, forces us almoft involuntarily to

VOL. I. G fly



83 Of PROPRIETY. Part 1.

fly to his affiftance. The .fight of a
fmiling countenance, in the fame manner,
elevates even the penfive into that gay and
airy mood, which difpofes him to fympa-
thize with, and fhare the joy which it ex-
prefles; and he feels his heart, which
with thought and care was before that
fhrunk and deprefled, inftantly expanded
and elated. But it is quite otherwife with
the expreflions of hatred and refentment.
The hoarfe, boifterous, and difcordant voice -
of anger, when heard at a diftance, in-
{pires us either with fear or averfion. - We
do not fly towards it, as to one who cries
out with pain and agony. Women, and
men of weak nerves, tremble and are over-
come with fear, though fenfible that them-
felves are not the objets of the anger.
They conceive fear, however, by putting
themfelves in the fituation of the perfon
who is fo. Even thofe of ftouter hearts
are difturbed ; not indeed enough to make
them afraid, but enough to make them an-
gry; for anger is the paffion which they
would feel in the fituation of the other
perfon. It is the fame café with hatred.

Mere
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Mere expreflions of fpite infpire it againft
nobody, but the man who ufes them.
Both thefe paffions are by nature the ob-
je@s of our averfion. Their difagreeable
and boifterous appearance never excites,
never prepares, and often difturbs our {fym-
pathy, Grief does not more powerfully
engage and attra&t us to the perfon in
whom we obferve it, than thefe, while we
are ignorant of their caufe, difguft and de-
tach us from him. It was, it feems, the
intention of Nature, that thofe rougher and
more unamiable emeotions, which drive men
from one another, thould be lefs eafily and
anore rarely communicated, '

When mufic imitates the modulations
of grief or joy, it either alually infpires us
with thofe paffions, or at leaft puts us in
- the mood which difpofes us to conceive
‘them. But when it imitates the notes of
- anger, it infpires us with fear. Joy, grief,
love, adnriration, devotion, are all of them
paflions which are naturally mufical. Their
natural tones are all foft, clear, and melo-
dious; and they naturally exprefs them-

G 2 , felves
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felves in periods which are dlfhngmfhed
by regular paufes, and which upon that
account are eafily adapted to the regular
returns of the correfpondent airs of a tune.
The voice of anger, on the contrary, and
-of all the paflions which are akin to it, is
harth and difcordant. Its periods too are
all irregular, fometimes very long, and
fometimes very fhort, and diftinguifhed by
no regular paufes. It is with difficulty,
therefore, that mufic can imitate any of
thofe paffions; and the mufic which does
imitate them is not the moft agreeable, A
whole entertainment may confift, without
any impropriety, of the, imitation of the
focial and agreeable paffions. It would be
a ftrange entertainment which confifted

altogether of the imitations of hatred and
refentment. - . :

If thofe paffions are difagreeable to the
{pe&ator, they are not lefs fo to the per-
fon who feels them. Hatred and anger
are the greateft poifon to the happinefs of
a good mind. There is, in the very feel-
ing of thofe paﬂions, fomething harth,
, jarring,
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Jarring, and convulfive, fomething that tears
and diftra@s the breaft, and is altogether
deftru@ive of that compofure and tran-
quillity of mind which is fo neceffary to
happinefs, and which is beft promoted by
the contrary paflions of gratitude and love.
It is not the value of ' what, they lofe by the
perfidy and ingratitude of thofe they live
with, - which the generous and humane are
moft ‘apt to regret. Whatever they may
have loft, they can.generally be very happy
without it. What moft difturbs them is
the idea of perfidy and ingratitude exer-
cifed towards themfelves ; and the difcord-
ant and. difagreeable paflions which this
excites, conflitute, in their own opinion,
the chief part of the injury which they
fuffer.

How many things are requifite to render
the gratification of refentment completely
agreeable, and to make the fpeator tho-
roughly {ympathize with our revenge?
The provocation muft. firft of all be fuch
that we fhould become contemptible, and
be expofed to perpetual infults, if we did -

S G 3 not
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not, in fome meafure, refent it. Smaller
offences are always better negle@ed ; nor
is there any thing more defpicable than
that froward and captious humour which
takes fire upon every flight occafion of
quarrel. 'We fhould refent more from a
fenfe of the propriety of refentment, from
a fenfe that mankind expe& and require it
of us, than becaufe we feel in ourfelves the
furies of that difagreeable paffion. There
is no paffion, of which the human mind is
capable, concerning whofe juftnefs we
ought to be fo doubtful, concerning whofe
indulgence we ought fo carefully to confult
our natural fenfe of propriety, or fo dili-
gently to confider what will be the fenti-
ments of the cool and impartial fpeator,
Magnanimity, or a regard to maintain our
own rank and dignity in fociety, is the only
motive which can ennoble the expreflions
of this difagreeable paffion, This motive
muft chara&erize our whole ftile and de-
portment. Thefe muft be plain, open, and
dire&t; determined without pofitivenefs,
and elevated without infolence; not only
free from petulance and low feurrility,

byg
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but generous, candid, and full of all proper
regards, even for the perfon who has of-
fended us. It muft appear, in fhort, from
our whole manner, without our labouring
affeGtedly to exprefs it, that paffion has not
extinguifhed our humanity; and that if we
yield to the ditates of revenge, it is with
relu@ance, from neceffity, and in confe-

- quence of great and repeated provocations.

‘When refentment is guarded and qualified
‘in this manner, it may be admitted to be
even generous and neble,

© 4
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CHAP IV.
Of the jocial Paffions.

As it is a divided fympathy which ren-
ders the whole fet of paffions juft
now mentioned, upon moft occafions, fo
ungraceful and difagreeable; fo there is
another fet oppofite to thefe, which a res
doubled {ympathy renders almoft always
peculiarly agreeable and becoming. Gene-
rofity, humanity, kindnefs, compaflion, mu-
~ tual friendfhip and efteem, all the focial
and benevolent affeCtions, when exprefled
in the countenance ot behaviour, even to-
wards ‘thofe who are not peculiarly con-
ne&ted with ourfelves, pleafe the indifferent
{peGator upon almoft every occafion. His
fympathy with the perfon who feels thofe
paflions, exallly coincides with his concern
for the perfon who is the obje& of them,
The intereft, which, as a man, he is obliged
to. take in the happinefs of this laft, en-
| | livens
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livens his fellow-feeling with the fentiments
of the other, whofe emotions are employed
‘about the fame obje&t. We have always,
therefore, the ftrongeft difpofition to fym~
pathize with the benevolent affeions. They
appear in every relpet agreeable to us.
We enter into the fatisfaltion both of the
perfon who feels them, and of the perfon
who is the obje& of them. For as to be
the objet of hatred and indignation gives
more pain than all the evil which a brave
man can fear from his enemies; fo there is
a fatisfaQtion in the conlcioufnefs of being
beloved, which, to a perfon of delicacy
and fenfibility, is of more importance to
happinefs, than all the advantage which he
can expe&t to derive from it, ‘What cha-
=~ rater is fo deteftable as that of one who
takes pleafure to fow diflenfion among
friends, and to turn their moft teader love
into mortal hatred ? Yet wherein does the
atrocity of this fo much abhorred injury
confift? Is it in depriving them of the fri-
volous good offices, which, had their friend-
fhip continued, they might have expected
from one another ? It is in depriving then}
0O
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of that, friendfhip itfelf, in robbing them
of each other’s affeGions, from which both
derived fo much fatisfalion; it is in dif-
turbing the harmony of their hearts, and
putting an end to that happy commerce
which had before fubfifted between them.
Thefe affe@ions, that harmony, this com-
‘merce, are felt, not only by the tender and
the delicate, but by the rudeft vulgar of man-
~ kind, to be of more importance to happi=-
nefs than all the little fervices which could
be expected to flow from them.

The fentiment of love is, in itfelf, agree-
able to the perfon who feels it. It fooths
and compofes the breaft, feems to favour
the vital motions, and to promote the
healthful ftate of the human conftitution;
and 'it is rendered fill more delightful by
the confcioufnefs of the gratitude and fatif~
fa&ion which it muft excite in him who is
the obje& of it.- Their mutual regard ren-
ders them happy in one another, and fym-
pathy, with this mutual regard, makes
them agreeable to every other perfon. With
what pleafure do we look upon a family,

: through
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through the whole of which reign mutual
love and .eficem, where the parents and
children are companions for one another,
without any other difference than what is
made by refpe&ful affection on the one fide,
- and kind indulgence on the other ; where
freedom and fondnefs, mutual raillery and
mutual kindnefs, fhow that no oppofition
of intereft divides the brothers, nor any
“rivalthip of favour fets the fifters at vari-
ance, and where every thing prefents us
with the idea of peace, cheerfulnefs, har-
mony, and contentment ? On the contrary,
how uneafy are we made when we go into
a houfe in which jarring contention fets
one half of thofe who dwell in it againft
the other; where amidft affe@ed {fmooth-
nefs and complaifance, fufpicious looks and
fudden farts of paffion betray the mutual
jealoufies which burn within them, and
which are every moment ready to burft out
through all the reftraints which the prefence
of the company impofes?

Thofe amiable paffions, even when they
are acknowledged to be exceflive, are never
regarded with averfion. ‘There is fome-

. ' thing
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thing agreeable even in the weaknefs of
friendfhip and humanity. The too tender
mother, the too indulgent father, the too
generous and affe@ionate friend, may fome-
times, perhaps, on account of the foftnefs
of their natures, be looked upon with a
fpecies of pity, in which, however, there
is a mixture of love, but can never be re-
garded with hatred and averfion, nor even
with contempt, unlefs by the moft brutal
and worthlefs of mankind. It is always
with concern, with fympathy and-kindnefs,
that we blame them for the extravagance
.of their attachment. There is a helplefl-
nefs in the chara&ter of extreme humanity
which more than any thing interefts our
pity. There is nothing in itfelf which
renders it either ungraceful or difagreeable.
'We only regret that it is unfit for the world,
becaufe the world is unworthy of it, and
becaufe it muft expofe the perfon who s
endowed with it as a prey to the perfidy
and ingratitude of infinuating falfehood,
and to a thoufand pains and uneafinefles,
which, of all men, he the leaft deferves to
feel, and which generally too he is, of all

mcn,
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men, the leaft capable of fupporting. It is
quite otherwife with hatred and refentment.
Too violent a propenfity to thofe deteft-
able paffions, renders a perfon the obje&
of univerfal dread and abhorrence, who,
like a wild beaft, ought, we think, to be
hunted out of all civil {ociety.

CHAP V.
Of the [felfiyb Paffions.

BESIDBS‘ thofe two oppofite fets of paf~
fions, the focial and unfocial, there is
another which holds a fort of middle place
between them ; is never either fo graceful
as is fometimes the one fet, nor is ever fo
odious as is fometimes the other. Grief
and joy, when conceived upon account of
our own private good or bad foitune, con-
Aitute this' third fet of paffions. Even
.when exceflive, they are never fo difagree-
-gble as exceflive refentment, becaufe no
oppofite fympathy can ever intereft us

L againft



94 Of ProPRIETY. Pat I,

' againft them: and when moft fuitable to
their objets, they are never fo agreeable as
impartial humanity and juft benevolence ;
becaufe no double fympathy can ever in-
tereft us for them. There is, however,
this difference between grief and joy, that
we are generally moft difpofed to fympa-
thize with {mall joys and great forrows,
The man who, by fome {udden revolution
of fortune, is lifted up all at onceinto a con-
dition of life, greatly above what he had
formerly lived in, may be affured that the
congratulations of his beft friends are not
all of them perfe@ly fincere. An upftart,
though of the greateft merit, is generally
difagreeable, and a fentiment of envy com-
monly prevents us from heartily fympa-
thizing with his joy. If he has any judg-
ment, he js fenfible of this, and inftead of
appearing to be elated with his good for-
tune, he endeavours, as much as he can,
to fmother his joy, and keep down that
elevation of mind with which his new cir-
cumftances naturally infpire him. He af-
fects the fame plainnefs of drefs, and the
fame modefty of behaviour, which became

him
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him in his former ftation.- He redoubles
his attention to his old friends, and en-
deavours more than ever to be humble,
affiduous, and complaifant. And this is
the behaviour which in his fituation we
moft approve of; becaufe we exped, it
feems, that he thould have more fympathy
with our envy and averfion to his happi=
nefs, than we have with his happinefs. It
is feldom that with all this he fucceeds.” We
fufpe& the fincerity of his humility, and he
grows weary of this conftraint. In a little
time, therefore, he generally leaves all his
old friends behind him, fome of the mean-
eft of them excepted, who may, perhaps,
condefcend to become his dependents: nor
does he always acquire any new ones; the
pride of his new conneftions is as much
affronted at finding him their equal, as that
of his old ones had been by his becoming
their fuperior: and it requires the moft
obftinate and perfevering modefty to atone

. for this mortification to either. He gene-r

rally grows weary too foon, and is pro-
voked, by the fullen and fufpicious pride
of the one, and by the faucy contempt of

the
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the other, to treat the firlt with negle&,
and the fecond with petulance, till at laft
he grows habitually infolent, and forfeits
the efteem of all. If the chief part of hu-
- man happinefs arifes from the confcioufnefs
of being beloved, as I believe it does, thofe
fudden changes of fortune feldom contri-
bute much to happinefs. He is happieft
who advances more gradually to greatnefs,
whom the public deftines to every ftep of
his preferment long before he arrives at it,
in whom, -upon that account, when it
comes, it can excite no extravagant joy,
and with regard to whom it cannot reafon-
ably create either any jealoufy in thofe he
overtakes, or any envy in thofe he leaves

behind.
 Mankind, however, more readily {fym-
pathize with thofe fmaller joys which flow
from lefs important caufes. . It is decent to
be humble amidft great profperity ; but we
can fcarce exprefs too much fatisfaGtion in
all the little occurrences of common life, in
the company with which we {pent the
evening laft pight, in the entertainment
that
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that was fet before us, in what was faid
and what was done, in all the little inci-
dents of the prefent converfation, and in
all thofe frivolous nothings which fill up
the void of human life. Nothing is more
graceful than habitual cheerfulnefs, which
is always founded upon a peculiar relifh for
all the little pleafures which common occur-
rences afford. We readily {fympathize with
it: it infpires us with the fame joy, and ,
makes every trifle turn up to us in the fame
agreeable afpe& in which it prefents itfelf
to the perfon endowed with this happy dif-
pofition. Hence it is that youth, the fea-
fon of gaiety, fo eafily engages our af-
feGtions. That propenfity to joy which
feems even to animate the bloom, and to
fparkle from the eyes of youth and beauty,
though in a perfon of the fame fex, exalts,
even the aged, toa more joyous mood than
ordinary. They forget, for a time, their
infirmities, and abandon themfelves to thofe
agreeable ideas and emotions to which
they have long been ftrangers, but which,
when the prefence of fo much happinefs
recalls them to their breaft, take their place

VoL, I, H there,
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there, like old acquaintance, from whom
they are forry to have ever been parted, -
and whom they embrace more heartily
upon account of this long feparation.

It is quite otherwife with grief. Small
vexations excite no fympathy, but deep af-
flition calls forth the greateft. The man
who is made uneafly by every little dif~
agreeable incident, who is hurt if either the
cook or the butler have failed in the leaft
article of their duty, who feels every defe&t
- in the higheft ceremonial of politenefs,
whetlier it be thewn to himfelf or to any-
other perfon, who takes it amifs that his
intimate friend did not bid him good-mor-
row when they met in the forenoon, and
that his brother hummed a tune all the
time he himfelf was telling a ftory; who is
put out of humour by the badnefs of ‘the
weather when in the country, by the bad-
nefs of the roads when upon a journey,
and by the want of company, and dulnefs
of all public diverfions when in town ; fuch
a perfon, I fay, though he fhould have

{fome reafon, will feldom meet with much

fym-
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{fympathy. Joy is a pleafant emotion, and
we gladly abandon ourfelves te it upon the -
flighteft occafion. We readily, therefore,
fympathize with it in others, whenever we
are not prejudiced by envy. But grief is
painful, and the mind, even when it is our
own misfortune, naturally refifts and recoils
from it. We would endeavour either not
to conceive it at all, or to fhake it off as
foon as we have conceived it. Our averfion
to grief will not, indeed, always hinder us
from conceiving it in our own cafe upon
very trifling occafions, but it conftantly
prevents us from fympathizing with it in
others when excited by the like frivolous
caules: for our fympathetic paflions are
always lefs irrefiftible than our original
ones. There is, befides, a malice in man-
kind, which not only prevents all fympathy
with little uneafineffes, but renders them in
fome meafure diverting. Hence the delight
which we all take in raillery, and in the
fmall vexation which we obferve in our
companion, when he is pufhed, and urged,
and teafed upon all fides. Men of the
moft ordinary good-breeding diffemble the

H 2 pain
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pain which any little incident may give
them ; and thofe who are more thoroughly
formed to fociety, turn, of their own ac-
eord, all fuch incidents into raillery, as
they know their companions will do for
them. ‘The habit which a man, who lives
in the world, has acquired of confidering
how every thing that concerns himfelf will
appear to others, makes thofe frivolous ca-
lamities turn up in the fame ridiculous light
to him, in which he knows they will cer-
tainly be confidered by them.

Our {ympathy, on the contrary, with
deep diftrefs, is very ftrong and very fincere.
It is unneceflary to give an inftance. We
weep even at the feigned reprefentation of a
tragedy. If you labour, therefore, under
any fignal calamity, if by fome extraordi-
nary misfortune you are fallen into poverty,
into difeafes, into difgrace and difappoint-
ment ; even though your own fault may
have been, in part, the occafion, yet you
" may generally depend upon the fincereft

fympathy of all your friends, and, as far
" as intereft and honour will permit, upon

' their
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their kindeft affiftance too. But if your
misfortune is not of this dreadful kind,
if you have only been a little baulked in
your ambition, if you have only been jilted
by your miftrefs, or are only hen-pecked
by your wife, lay your account with the.
raillery of all your acquaintance.

H 3
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SECTION IL

Of the Effe@s of Profperity and Adverfity
upon the Judgment of Mankind with
regard to the Propriety of Adion;
and why it is more eafy to obtain their
Approbation in the one ftate than in
the other.

CHAP L

That though our [ympathy with forrow is
generally @ more lively fenfation than our
[ympathy with joy, it commonly falls much
more fhort of the violence of what is na-
turally felt by the perfon principally con~
cerned.

OU R {ympathy with forrow, though not
’ more real, has been more taken notice
of than our fympathy with joy. The word
fympathy, in its moft proper and primitive
figni-
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fignification, denotes our fellow-feeling
with the fufferings, not that with the en- "

- Joyments, of others. A late ingenious and

fubtile philofopher thought it neceflary to
prove, by arguments, that we had a real
fympathy with joy, and that congratulation
was a principle of human nature. No-
body, I believe, ever thought it neceflary -
to prove that compaflion was fuch.

Firft of all, our fympathy with forrow
is, in fome fenfe, more univerfal than that
with joy. Though forrow is exceflive, we
may ftill have fome fellow-feeling with it.
‘What we feel does not, indeed, in this cafe,
amount to that complete {fympathy, to that
perfe& harmony and correfpondence of fen-
timents which conftitutes approbation. We
do not weep, and exclaim, and lament,
with the fufferer. We are fenfible, on the
contrary, of his weaknefs and of the extra-
vagance of his paffion, and yet often feel
a very fenfible concern upon his account. |
But if we do not entirely enter into, and -
go along with, the joy of another, we have
no fort of regard or fellow-feeling for it.

H 4 The
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The man who fkips and dances about with
that intemperate and fenfelefs joy which
.we cannot accompany him in, is the object
of our contempt and indignation.

Pain befides, whether of mind or body,
is a more pungent fenfation than pleafure,
and our fympathy with pain, though it falls
greatly fhort of what is naturally felt by the
fufferer, is generally a more lively and dif-
-tin@& perception than our fympathy with
pleafure, theugh this laft often approaches
more nearly, as I fhall fhew immediately,
to the natural vivacity of the original
‘paflion.

Over and above all this, we often ftrug-
gle to keep down our fympathy with the
forrow of others. Whenever we are not
under the obfervation of the fufferer, we
endeavour, for our own fake, to fupprefs
it as much as we can, and we are not al-
.ways fuccefsful. The oppofition which we
make to it, and the relu&ance with which
we yield to it, neceflarily oblige us to take
more particular notice of it. But we never

' - have
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have occafion to make this oppofition to
our {ympathy with joy. If there is any
envy in the cafe, we never feel the leaft
propenﬁty towards it ; and if there is none,
we give way to it without any relu&ance.
On the contrary, as we are alwaysafhamed of
our own envy, we often pretend, and fome-
times really with to fympathize with the
joy of others, when by that difagreeable

~{entiment we are difqualified from doing fo.

‘We are glad, we fay, on account of our
neighbour’s good fortune, when in our

‘hearts, perhaps, we are really forry. We
.often feel a {fympathy with forrow when
.we would with to be rid of it; and we
often mifs that with joy when we would

be glad to have it. 'The obvious obferva-
tion, therefore, which it naturally falls in

‘our way to make, is, that our propenfity to

fympathize with forrow muft be very
firong, and our inclination to {ympathize
with joy very weak. '

‘Notwithftanding this prejudice, however,

1 will venture to affirm, that, when there
is no eavy in the cafe, our propenfity to
{fympa-



106 Of PrROPRIETY. Part 1.

fyrapathize with joy is much ftronger than
our propenlity to {fympathize with forrow ;
and that our fellow-feeling for the agree-
able emotion approaches much more nearly
to the vivacity of what is naturally felt by
the perfons principally concerned, than
that which we conceive for the painful
one.

We have fome indulgence for that ex-
ceflive grief which we cannot entirely go
along with, We know what a prodigious
effort is requifite before the fufferer can
bring down his emotions to complete har-
mony and concord with thofe of the fpecta-
tar. - Though he fails, therefore, we eafily
pardon him. But we have no fuch in-
dulgence for the intemperance of joy; be-
caufe we are not confcious that any fuch
vaft effort is requifite to bring it down to
what we can entirely enter into. The man
who, under the greateft calamities, can
command his forrow, feems worthy of the
higheft admiration; but he who, in the
fulnefs of profperity, can in the fame
manner mafter his joy, feems hardly to

deferve
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deferye any praife. 'We are fenfible that
there is a much wider interval in the one
cafe than in the other, between what is
naturally felt by the perfon principally con-
cerned, and what the {peCtator can entirely
go along with,

‘What can be added tq the happinefs of
the man who is in health, who is out of
debt, and has a clear confcience? To one
in this fituation, all acceflions of fortune
may properly be faid to be fuperfluous;
and if he is much elevated upon account
of them, it muft be the effe of the moft
frivolous levity. This fituation, however,
may very well be called the natural and
ordinary ftate of mankind. Notwithftand+
ing the prefent mifery and depravity of the -

world, fo juftly lamented, this really is the -

ftate of the greater part of men. The
greater part of men, therefore, cannot ﬁnd
any great dlﬂiculty in elevating them=
felves to all the joy which any acceffion t@
this fituation can well excite in their come
panion.

But
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" But though litfle can be added to this
ftate, much may be taken from it. Though
between this condition and the higheft
pitch of human profperity, the interval is
but a trifle; between it and the loweft
depth of mifery the diftance is immenfe
and prodigious. Adverfity, on this ac-
count, neceflarily deprefles the mind of the
fufferer much more below its natural fate,
than profperity can elevate him above’ it.
The fpe&tator, therefore, muft find it much
more difficult to fympathize entirely, and
keep perfe& time, with his forrow, than
thoroughly to enter into his joy, and muft
depart much further from his own natural
and ordinary temper of mind in the one
cafe than in the other. It is on this ac-
count, that though our fympathy with for-
row is often a more pungent fenfation than
our fympathy with joy, it always falls
much more fhort of the violence of what
is naturally felt by the perfon principally
concerned. '

It is agreeable to fympathize with joy ;
and wherever envy does not oppofe it, our
heart
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heart abandons itfelf with fatisfaltion to
the higheft tranfports of that delightful fen-
timent. But it is painful to go along with
grief, and we always enter into it with re-
lutance *. When we attend to the re-
_prefentation of a tragedy, we ftruggle
againft that fympathetic forrow which the
entertainment infpires as long as we can,
and we give way to it at laft only when
we can no longer avoid it: we even then
endeavour to cover our concern from the
company. If we thed any tears, we care-
fully conceal them, and are afraid, left the

"~ # It has been objeCed to me that as I found the
fentiment of approbation, which is always agreeable,
upon fympathy, it is inconfiftent with my fyftem to
admit any difagreeable fympathy. I anfwer, that in
the fentiment of approbation there are two things to be
taken notice of ; firft, the fympathetic paffion of the
fpeQator; and, fecondly, the emotion which arifes
from his obferving the perfe@ coincidence between
this fympathetic paffion in himfelf, and the original
paffion in the perfon principally concerned. This laft
emotion, in which the fentiment of approbation pro-
perly confifts, is -always agreeable and delightful;
The other may either be agreeable or difagreeable,
according to the nature of the original paflion, whofe
features it muft always, in fome meafure, retain.

fpedtators,
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fpeQators, not entering into this exceflive
tendernefs, fhould regard it as effeminacy
and weaknefs. The wretch whofe mif=
fortunes call upon our compaflion feels
with what relu&tance we are likely to enter
into his forrow, and therefore propofes his
grief to us with fear and hefitation: he
even fmothers the half of it, and’is athamed,
upon account of this hard-heartednégs' of
mankind, to give vent to the fulnefs of his
affliion. It is otherwife with the man
who riots in joy and fuccefs. Wherever
envy does not intereft us againft him, he
expets our completeft fympathy. He
does not fear, therefore, to announce him-
felf with fhouts of exultation, in full con-
fidence that we are heartily difpofed to go
-along with him. S

Why fhould we be more athamed to
weep than to laugh before company? We
may often have as real occafion to do the
- one as to do the other: but we always feel
that the fpeCtators are more likely to go
along with us in the agreeable, than in the
painful emotion. It is always miferable

) to
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to complain, even when we are opprefled-
by the moft dreadful calamities. But the
triumph of viGory is not always ungrace-
ful. Prudence, indeed, would often advife’
us to bear our profperity with more mo-
deration; bécaufe prudence would teach
us to avoid that envy which this very
triumph xs, more than any thing, apt to
excite. :

How hearty are the acclamations of the
mob, who never bear any envy to their fu- -
periors, at a trfiumph or a public entry?
And how fedate and moderate is commonly
their grief at an execution? Our forrow at
a funeral generally amounts to no more
than an affe@ted gravity ; but our mirth at
a chriftening or a marriage, is always'from
the heart, and withont any affe@ation.
Upon thefe, and all fuch joyous occafions,

- our fatisfation, though not fo durable, is
‘often as lively as that of the perfons prin=

cipally concerned. Whenever we cordially
congratulate our friends, which, however,
to the difgrace of human nature, we do
but feldom, their joy literally becomes our

I joy:
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joy: we are, for the moment, as happy as
they are: our heart {wells and overflows
with real pleafure: joy and complacency
fparkle from our eyes, and animate every
feature of our countenance, and every
gefture of our body.

But, on the contrary, when we condole
with our friends in their affliCtions, how
little do we feel, in comparifon of what
they feel? We fit down by them, we look
at them, and while they relate to us the
circumftances of their misfortune, we liften
to them with gravity and attention. But
while their narration is every moment in-
terrupted by thofe natural burfts of paffion
which often feem almoft to choak them in
the midft of it; how far are the languid
emotions of our hearts from keeping time,
to the tranfports of theirs? We may be fen-
fible, at the fame time, that their paflion is
natural, and no greater than what we our-
felves might feel upon the like occafion.
We may even inwardly reproach ourfelves
with our own want of {enfibility, and per-
haps, on that account, work ourfelves up

into
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into an artificial {fympathy, which, how-
ever, when it is raifed, is always the flight-
eft and moft tranfitory imaginable; and
generally, as foon as we have left the room,
vanifhes, and is gone for ever. Nature, it
feems, when fhe loaded us with our own
forrows, thought that they were enough,
and therefore did not command us to take
any further fhare in thofe of others, than
what was neceflary to prompt us to relieve
them. ’

It is on account of this dull fenfibility to
the afflitions of others, that magnanimity _
amidft great diftrefs appears always fo di-
vinely graceful. His behaviour is genteel
and agreeable who can maintain his cheer-
fulnefs amidft a number of frivolous dif-
afters. But he appears to be more than
mortal who can fupport in the fame man-
ner the moft dreadful calamities. We
feel what an immenfe effort is requifite to
filence thofe violent emotions which na-
turally agitate and diftra thofe in his
fituation. 'We are amazed to find that he
can command himfelf fo entirely. His
. VOL. I. 1 firm-
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firmnefs, at the fame time, perfeétly coin-
cides with our infenfibility. He makes no
demand upon us for that more exquifite
degree of fenfibility which we find, and
which we are mortified to find, that we do
not poflefs. There is the moft perfe& cor-
refpondence between his fentiments and
ours, and on that account the moft perfe
propriety in his behaviour. It is a pro-
priety too, which, from our experience of
the ufual weaknefs of human nature, we
could not reafonably have expetted he
fhould be able to maintain. We wonder
with furprife and aftonithment at that
ftrength of mind which is capable of fo no-
ble and generous an effort. The fentiment
of complete {ympathy and approbation,
mixed and animated with wonder and fur-
prife, conftitutes what is properly called ad-
miration, as has already been more than
once taken notice of. Cato, furrounded
on all fides by his enemies, unable to refift
them, difdaining to fubmit to them, and
reduced, by the proud maxims of that age,
to the neceflity of deftroying himfelf; yet
never fhrinking from his misfortunes, never

5 - fuppli-
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fupplicating with the lamentable voice of

. wretchednefs, thofe miferable fympathetic

tears which we are always fo unwilling to
give; but on the contrary, arming himfelf
with manly fortitude, and the moment be-
fore he executes his fatal refolution, giving,
with his ufual tranquillity, all neceflary
orders for the fafety of his friends ; appears
to Seneca, that great preacher of infen-
fibility, a fpeftacle which even the gods
themfelves might behold with pleafure and
admiration.

. Whenever we meet, in common life,
with any examples of fuch heroic mag-
nanimity, we are always extremely affected.
‘We are more apt to weep and fhed tears
for fuch as, in this manner, feem to feel
nothing for themfelves, than for thofe who
give way to all the weaknefs of forrow:
and in this particular cafe, the fympathetic
grief of the fpeCtator appears to go beyond
the original paffion in the: perfon princi-
pally concerned. The friends of Socrates
all wept when he drank-the laft potion,

12 while
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while he himfelf exprefled the gayeft and
moft cheerful tranquillity. Upon all fuch
occafions the fpetator makes no effort, and
has no occafion to make any, in order to
conquer his fympathetic forrow. He is
under no fear that it will tranfport himv
to any thmg that is extravagant and im-
proper; he is rather pleafed with the fen-
fibility of his own heart, and gives way to
it with complacence and felf-approbation.
He gladly indulges, therefore, the moft me-
lancholy views which can naturally occur
to him, concerning the calamity of his
friend, for whom, perhaps, he never felt fo
exquifitely before, the tender and tearful
paflion of love. But it is quite otherwife
with the perfon principally concerned. He
is obliged, as much as poflible, to turn
~away his eycs from whatever is either na-
turally terrible or difagreeable in his fitua-
tion. Too ferious an attention to thofe
circumitances, he fears, might make fo vio-
lent an imprefiion upon him, that he could
no longer keep within the bounds of mo-
deration, or render himfelf the obje& of

- the




= & B T g

L

L S P R == e I DL R S R St S e L A e R o )

Se&. IIl. Of ProprIETY. 117

the complete fympathy and approbation of
the fpe@ators. He fixes his thoughts,
therefore, upon thofe only which are agree-
able, the applaufe and admiration which he
is ahout to deferve by the heroic magna-
nimity of his behaviour. To feel that he
is capable of fo noble and generous an ef-
fort, to feel that in this dreadful fituation
he can ftill a& as he would defire to ad,
animates and tranfports him with joy, and
enables him to fupport that triumphant
gaiety which feems to exult in the vitory

he thus gains over his misfortunes. '

- On the contrary, he always appears, ‘in
fome meafure, mean and defpicable, who is
funk in forrow and dejection upon account
of any calamity of his own. We cannot
bring ourfelves to feel for him what he
feels for himfelf, and what, perhaps, we

thould feel for ourfelves if in his fituation:

we, therefore, defpife him; unjuftly, per-
haps, if any fentiment could be regarded
as unjuft, to which we are by nature irre-
fiftibly determined. The weaknefs of for-

: 13 ' row
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row never appears in any refpe& agree-
able, except when it arifes from what we
feel for others more than from what we
feel for ourfelves. A fon, upon the death
of an indulgent and refpectable father, may
give way to it without much blame. His
forrow is chiefly founded upon a fort of
_ fympathy with his departed parent; and
we readily enter into this humane emotion.

But if he fhould indulge the fame weak-

nefs upon account of any misfortune which

“affe@ted himfelf only, he would no longer
meet with any fuch indulgence. If he

fhould be reduced to beggary and ruin,

if he fhould be expofed to the moft dread-

ful dangers, if he fhould even be led out

to a public execution, and there thed one

fingle tear upon the fcaffold, he would dif-

grace himfelf for ever in the opinion of all

the gallant and generous part of mankind.

Their compaffion for him, however, would

be very ftrong, and very fincere; but as it
would ftill fall thort of this exceflive weak-

nefs, they would have no pardon for the

man who could thus expofe himfelf in the

eyes
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eyes of the world. His behaviour would
affe® them with fhame rather than with
forrow; and the difhonour which he had
thus brought upon himfelf would appear
to them the moft lamentable circumftance
in his misfortune. How did it difgrace the
memory of the intrepid Duke of Biron,
who had fo often braved death in the field,
that he wept upon the fcaffold, when he
beheld the ftate to which he was fallen,
and remembered the favour and the glory
from which his own rafhnefs had fo unfor-
tunately thrown him ?

14
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CHAP IL

*

Of the origin of Ambition, and of the
diftinction of Ranks.

'l'r is becaufe mankind are difpofed to
fympathize more entirely with our joy
than with our forrow, that we make parade

of our riches, and conceal our poverty.

Nothing is fo mortifying as to be obliged

to expofe our diftrefs to the view of the

public, and to feel, that though our fitua-

tion is open to the eyes of all mankind, no

mortal conceives for us the half of what we

fuffer. Nay, it is chiefly from this regard

' to the fentiments of mankind, that we pur-
fue riches and avoid poverty. For to what

purpofe is all the toil and bufile of this

world ? what is the end of avarice and am-

‘bition, of the purfuit of wealth, of power,
and preheminence? Is it to fupply the ne-

ceflities of nature? The wages of the
meaneft labourer can fupply them. We

o - fee
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fee that they afford him food and cloth-
ing, the comfort of a houfe, and of a fa- .
mily. If we examine his ceconomy with
rigour, we fhould find that he fpends a
great part of them upon conveniencies,
which may be regarded as fuperfluities,
and that, upon extraordinary occafions, he

“can give fomething even to vanity and

diftin@ion, What then is the caufe of our
averfion to his fituation, and why fhould
thofe who have been educated in the higher
ranks of life, regard it as worfe than death,
to be reduced to live, even without labour,
upon the fame fimple fare with him, to
dwell under the fame lowly roof, and to be
clothed in the fame humble attire? Do
they imagine that their ftomach is better,
or their {leep founder in a palace than ina
cottage? . The contrary has been fo often
obferved, and, indeed, is fo very obvious,
though it had never been obferved, that
there is nobody ignorant of it. From
whence, then, arifes that emulation which
runs through all the different ranks of men,
and what are the advantages which we pro-
pofe by that great purpofe of human life

which
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which we call bettering our condition ? To
be obferved, to be attended to, to be taken
notice of with {fympathy, complacency, and
approbation, are all the advantages which
we can propofe to derive from it. It is the
vanity, not the eafe, or the pleafure, which
interefts us. But vanity is always founded
upon the belief of our being the objeck of
attention and approbation. The rich man
glories in his riches, becaufe he feels that
they naturally draw upon him the attention
of the world, and that mankind are difpofed
to go along with him in all thofe agreeable
emotions with which the advantages of his
fituation fo readily infpire him. At the
thought of this, his heart feems to fwell
and dilate itfelf within him, and he is
fonder of his_wealth, upon this account,
than for all the other advantages it procures
him. The poor man, on the contrary, is
afhamed of his poverty. He feels that it
either places him out of the fight of man-
kind, or, that if they take any notice of him,
they have, however, fcarce any fellow-feel-
ing with the mifery and diftrefs which he
fuffers. He is mortified upon both ac-

counts ;
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counts ; for though to be overlocked, and
to be difapproved of, are things entirely
different, yet as obfcurity covers us from
the daylight of honour and approbation,
to feel that we are taken no notice of, necef~
farily damps the moft agreeable hope, and
difappoints the moft ardent defire, of hu-
man nature. The poor man goes out and
comes in unheeded, and when in the midt
of a crowd is in the {ame obfcurity as if
fhut up in his own hovel. * Thofe humble
cares and painful attentions which occupy
thofe in his fituation, afford no amufement
to the diflipated and the gay. They turn
away their eyes from him, or if the ex-
tremity of his diftrefs forces them to look at
him, it is only to fpurn fo difagreeable an
obje@ from among them. The fortunate
and the proud wonder at the infolence of
human wretchednefs, that it thould dare to
prefent itfelf before them, and with the
loathfome afpe& of its mifery prefume to
difturb the ferenity of their happinefs. The
man of rank and diftin&ion, on the con~
trary, is obferved by all the world. Every

. ' ' body
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body is eager to look at him, and to con-
ceive, at leaft by fympathy, that joy and
exultation with which his circumftances
naturally infpire him. His actions are the
obje&s of the public care. Scarce a word,
fcarce a gefture, can fall from him-that is
altogether negleed. In a great affembly
he is the perfon upon whom all dire&t their
eyes ; itis upon him that their paflions feem
all to wait with expeQation, in order to re-
ceive that movement and dire&tion which
he fhall imprefs upon them ; and if his be-
haviour is not altogether abfurd, he has,
every moment, an opportunity of intereft-
ing mankind, and of rendering himfelf the
6bje& of the obfervation and fellow-feel-
ing of every body about him. It is this,
which, notwithftanding the reftraint it im~
pofes, notwithftanding the lofs of liberty
with which it is attended, renders greatnefs
the obje& of envy, and compenfates, in
the opinion of mankind, all that toil, all
that anxiety, all thofe mortifications which
muft be undergone in the purfuit of it;

and what is of yet more confequence, all
that
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that leifure, all that eafe, all that carelefs
fecurity, which are forfeited for ever by the
acquifition. '

When we confider the condition of the
great, in thofe delufive colours in which the
imagination is apt to paint it, it feems to
be almoft the abftract idea of a perfe& and
happy ftate. It is the very ftate which, in
all our waking dreams and idle reveries, -
we had fketched out to ourfelves as the
final obje& of all our defires. We feel,
therefore, a peculiar {ympathy with the
{atisfation of thofe who are in it. We fa- |
vour all their inclinations, and forward all
their wifhes. What pity, we think, that
any thing thould fpoil and corrupt fo agree-
able a fituation! We could even wifh them
immortal; and it feems hard to us, that
death fhould at laft put an end to fuch
perfe&t enjoyment. It is cruel, we think,

.in Nature to compel them from their ex-

alied ftations to that humble, but hofpi-
table home, which flie has provided for all
her children. Great King, live for ever!
is the compliment, which, after the manner

. of
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of eaftern adulation, we fhould readily make
them, if experience did not teach us its ab-
furdity. Every calamity that befals them,
every injury that is done them, excites in
the breaft of the fpeGtator ten times more
compaffion and refentment than he would
have felt, had the fame things happened to
other men.. It is the misfortunes of Kings
only which afford the proper fubje&s for
tragedy. They refemble, in this refpec,
the misfortunes of lovers. Thofe two fitua-
tions are the chief which intereft us upon
the theatre; becaufe, in fpite of all that
reafon and experience can tell us to the
contrary, the prejudices of the imagination
attach to thefe two ftates a happinefs fupe-
rior to any other. To difturb, or to put
an end to fuch perfe& enjoyment, feems to
be the moft atrocious of all injuries. The
traitor who confpires againft the life of his
' monarch, is thought a greater monfter than
any other murderer. All the innocent
blood that was fhed in the civil wars, pro-
voked lefs indignation thanthe death of
Charles I. A ftranger to human nature,
who faw the indifference of men about the

mifery
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mifery of their inferiors, and the regret and
indignation which they feel for the misfor-
tunes and fufferings of thofe above them,
would be apt to imagine, that pain muft
be more agonizing, and the convulfions of
death more terrible to perfons of higher
rank, than to thofe of meaner ftations.

Upon this difpofition of mankind, to go
along with all the paffions of the rich and
the powerful, is founded the diftin&ion of
ranks, and the order of fociety. Our ob-
fequioufnefs to our fuperiors more fre-
quently arifes from our admiration for the
advantages of their fituation, than from
any private expeftations of benefit from
their good-will. Their benefits can extend
but to a few; but their fortunes intereft
almoft every body. We are eager to affift
them in completing a fyftem of happinefs
that approaches fo near to perfe&tion ; and
we defire to ferve them for their own fake,
without any other recompenfe but the vanity
or the honour of obliging them. Neither
is our deference to their inclinations found-
ed chiefly, or altogether, upon a regard to

: : the
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the utility of fuch fubmiflion, and to the
order of fociety, which is beft fupported
by.it. Even when the order of fociety
feems to require that we fhould oppofe
them, we can hardly bring ourfelves to do
it. That kings are the fervants of the
people, to be obeyed, refifted, depofed, or
punithed, as the public conveniency may
tequire, is the dodtrine of reafon and phi-
lofophy ; but it is not the docrine of Na-
ture. Nature would teach us to fubmit to
them for their own fake, to tremble and
bow down before their exalted ftation, to
regard their {inile as 2 reward fufficient to
compenfate any fervices, and to dread their
difpleafure, though no other evil were to
follow from it, as the fevereft of all morti-
fications. To treat them in any refpe& as
men, to reafon and difpute with them upon
ordinary occafions, requires fuch refolution,
that there are few men whofe magnanimity
can fupport them in it, unlefs they are like-
wife affifted by familiarity and acquaint-
ance. The ftrongeft motives, the moft fu-
rious paffions, fear, hatred, and refentment,
are fcarce fufficient to balance this natural
o difpofition
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difpofition to refpe& them : and their con-
du& muft, either juftly or unjuftly, have
excited the higheft degree of all thofe paf-
fions, before the bulk of the people can be
brought to oppofe them with violence, or
to defire to fee them either punifhed or de-
pofed. Even when the people have been
brought this length, they are apt to relent
every moment, and eafily relapfe into their
habitual ftate of deference to thofe whom
they have been accuftomed to look upon as
their natural fuperiors. They cannot ftand
the mortification of their monarch. Com-
paflion foon takes the place of refentment,
they forget all paft provocations, their old
principles of loyalty revive, and they run
to re-eftablith the ruined authority of their
old mafters, with the fame violence with .
which they had oppofed it. The death of
Charles I. brought about the Reftoration of
the royal family. Compaffion for James II.
when he was feized by the populace in
making his efcape on thip-board, had al-
moft prevented the Revolution, and made
it go on more heavily than.before.

VOL. I. K Do
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Do the great feem infenfible of the eafy
price at which they may acquire the public
admiration ; or do they feem to imagine
that to them, as to other men, it muft be -
the purchale either of fweat or of blood ?
By what important accomplithments is the
young nobleman inftruted to {upport the
dignity of his rank, and to render himfelf
worthy of that fuperiority over his fellow-
citizens, to which the virtue of his ancef-
tors had raifed them? Is it by knowledge,
by induftry, by patience, by felf-denial,
or by virtue of any kind? As all his
words, as all his motions are attended to,
he learns an habitual regard to every cir-
cumftance of ordinary behaviour, and ftudies
to perform all thofe {fmall duties with the
moft exa& propriety. As he is confcious
how much he is obferved, and how much
mankind are difpofed to favour all his in-
clinations, he als, upon the moft in-
different occafions, with that freedom and
elevation which the thought of this natu-
rally infpires. His air, his manner, his
deportment, all mark that elegant and
graceful fenfe of his own fuperiority, which

" thofe
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thofe who are born to inferior ftations can
bardly ever arrive at. Thefe are the arts
by which he propefes to make mankind
more eafily fubmit to his authority, and to
govern their inclinations according to his
own pleafure: and in this he is feldom dif=
appointed. 'Thefe arts, fupported by rank
and preheminence, are, upon ordinary oc-
cafions, fufficient to govern the world.
Lewis XIV. during the greater part of his
reign, was regarded, not only in France,
but over all Europe, as the moft perfe&
model of a great prince. But what were
the talents and virtues by which he acquired
this great reputation ? Was it by the fcru-
pulous and inflexible juftice of all his un-
dertakings, by the immenfe dangers and
difficulties with which they were attended,
or by the unwearied and unrelenting appli-
cation with which he purfied them ? Was
it by his extenfive knowledge, by his ex-
quifite judgment, or by his heroic valour?

* It was by none of thele qualities. But he

was, firft of all, the moft powerful prince
in Europe, and confequently held the high-
eft rank among kings; and then fays his

K2 hifto-



133 . Of PROPRIETY. Part I.

hiftorian, * he furpaflfed all his courtiers
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in the gracefulnefs of his fthape, and the
majeftic beauty of his features. The
found of his voice, noble and affeGing,
gained thofe hearts which his prefence
intimidated. He had a ftep and a de-
portment which could fuit only him and
his rank, and which would have been
ridiculous in any other perfon. The em~
barraffment which he occafioned to thofe
who fpoke to him, flattered that fecret
fatisfation with which he felt his own
fuperiority. 'The old officer, who was
confounded and faultered in afking him
a favour, and not being able to conclude
his difcourfe, faid to him: Sir, your
majefty, I hope, will believe that I do
not tremble thus before your enemies :
had no difficulty to obtain what he de-
manded.” Thefe frivolous accomplith-

ments, fupported by his rank, and, no
doubt too, by a degree of other talents and
virtues, which feems, however, not to have
been much above mediocrity, eftablithed
this prince in the efteem of his own age,
and have drawn, even from pofterity, a

good
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good deal of refpe& for his memory. Com-
pared with thefe, in his own times, and in
his own prefence, no other virtue,. it feems,
appeared to have any merit. ~ Knowledge,
induftry, valour, and beneficence, trem-
bled, were abafhed, and loft all dignity be-
fore them.

But it is not by accomplithments of this
kind, that the man of inferior rank muft
hope to diftinguith himfelf. Politenefs is
fo much the virtue of the great, that it will
do little honour to any body but themfelves.
The coxcomb, who imitates their manner,
and affe@s to be eminent by the fuperior
propriety of his ordinary behaviour, is re-
warded with a double thare of contempt
for his folly and prefumption. Why fhould
the man, whom nobody thinks it worth
while to look at, be very anxious about the
manner in which he holds up his head, or
difpofes of his arms while he walks through
a room ? ' He is occupied furely with a very
fuperfluous attention, and with an attention
too that marks a fenfe of his own import-
ance, which no other mortal can go along
K 3 with.

\
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with. The moft perfe& modefty and plain-
nefs, joined to as much negligence as is
confiftent with the refpect due to the com~
pany, ought to be the chief chara&eriftics
of the behaviour of a private man. If ever
" he hopes to diftinguifh himfelf, it muft be
by more important virtues. He muft ac-
quire dependants to balance the dependants
of the great, and he has no other fund to
pay them from, but the labour of his body,
and the a&ivity of his mind. He muft
cultivate thefe therefore : he muft acquire
fuperior knowledge in his profeflion, and
{fuperior induftry in the exercife of it. He
muft be patient in labour, refolute in dan~
ger, and firm in diftrefs. Thefe talents he
muft bring into public view, by the diffi-
culty, importance, and, at the fame time,
good judgment of his undertakings, and
by the fevere and unrelenting application
with which he purfues them. . Probity and
prudence, generofity and franknefs, muft
chara&erize his behaviour upon all ordinary
occaflions ; and he muft, at the fame time,
be forward to engage in all thofe fituations,
in which it requires the greateft talents and

virtues
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virtues to a& with propriety, but in which
the greateft Kpplaufe is to be acquired by
thofe who can acquit themfelves with ho-
nour. With what impatience does the
man of fpirit and ambition, who is deprefl-
ed by his fituation, look round for fome
great opportunity to diftinguifh himfelf ?
No circumftances, which can afford this,
appear to him undefirable. He even looks
forward with- fatisfaGtion to the profpe&t of
foreign war, or civil diffenfion; and; with
fecret tranfport and delight, fees through
all the confufion and bloodfhed which at-
tend them, the probability of thofe wifhed-
for occafions prefenting themf{elves, in which
he may draw upen himfelf the attention
and admiration of mankind. The man of
rank and diftin&ion, on the contrary, whofe
whole glory confifts in the propriety of his
ordinary behaviour, who is contented with
the humble renown which this can afford

him, and has no talents to acquire any

other, is unwilling to embarrafs himfelf
with what can be attended either with diffi-
culty or diftrefs. To figure at a ball is his
great triumph, and to fucceed in an intrigue

'K 4 of
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of gallantry, his higheft exploit. He has
an averfion to all public confufions, not
from the love of mankind, for the great
never look upon their inferiors as their fel-
low-creatures ; nor yet from want of cou-
rage, for in that he is feldom defe@tive ;
but from a confcioufnefs that he poflefles
none of the virtues which are required in
fuch fituations, and that the public atten-
tion will certainly be drawn away from
him by others. He may be willing to ex-
pofe himfelf to fome little danger, and to
make a campaign when it happens to be
the fathion. But he fhudders with horror
at the thought of any fituation which de-
mands the continual and long exertion of
patience, induftry, fortitude, and applica-
tion of thought. Thefe virtues are hardly
ever to be met with in men who are born
to thofe high ftations. In all governments
accordingly, even in monarchies, the high-
eft offices are generally pofleflfed, and the
whole detail of theadminiftration conduéted,
by men who were educated in the middle
and inferior ranks of life, who have been
carried forward by their own induftry and

abilities,
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" abilities, though loaded with the jealoufy,

and oppofed by the refentment, of all thofe
who were born their {fuperiors, and to whom
the great, after having regarded them firft
with contempt, and afterwards with envy,
are at laft contented to truckle with the
fame abjet meannefs with which they defire .
that the reft of mankind thould behave to
themf{elves.

It is the lofs of this eafy empire over the
affeGtions of mankind which renders the
fall from greatnefs fo infupportable. 'When
the family of the king of Macedon was led
in triumph by Paulus Emilius, their mif-
fortunes, it is faid, made them divide with
their conqueror the attention of the Roman
people.  The fight of the royal children,
whofe tender age rendered them infenfible
of their fituation, ftruck the f{peators,
amidft the public rejoicings and profperity,
with the tendereft forrow and compaffion.
The king appeared next in the proceflion ;
and feemed like one confounded and afto-
nithed, and bereft of all fentiment, by the
greatnefs of his calamities. His friends and

’ minifters
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minifters followed after him. As they moved
along, they often caft their eyes upon their
fallen fovereign,and always burft intotearsat
the fight; their whole behaviour demon-
ftrating that they thought not of their own
misfortunes, but were occupied entirely by
the fuperior greatnefs of his. The generous
Romans, on the contrary, beheld him with
difdain and indignation, and regarded as
unworthy of all compaffion the man who
could be fo mean-fpirited as to bear to live
under fuch calamities. Yet what did thofe
calamities amount to? According to the
greater part of hiftorians, he was to {fpend
the remainder of his days, under the pro-
tetion of a powerful and humane people,
in a ftate which in itfelf fhould feem wor-
thy of envy, a ftate of plenty, eafe, lei-
fure, and fecurity, from which it was im-
poflible for him even by his own folly to fall,
But he was no longer to be furrounded by
that admiring mob of fools, flatterers, and
dependants, who had formerly been accuf-
tomed to attend upon all his motions.
He was no longer to be gazed upon by
* multitudes, nor to have it in his power to

' render
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render himfclf the object of their refpe&,
their gratitude, their love, their admiration.
The paflions of nations were no longer to
mould themfelves upon his inclinations.
This was that infupportable calamity which
bereaved the king of all fentiment ; which
made his friends forget their own misfor-
tunes ; and which the Roman magnanimity
could fcarce conceive how any man could
be fo mean-fpirited as to bear to furvive.

“ Love,” fays my Lord Rochfaucault,
¢ is commonly fucceeded by ambition;
¢ but ambition is hardly ever fucceeded
“ by love.” That paffion, when once it
has got entire pofleflion of the breaft, will
admit neither a rival nor a fucceflor. To

. thofe who have been accuftomed to the

pofleflion, or even to the hope of public
admiration, all other pleafures ficken and
decay. Of all the difcarded ftatefmen who
for their own eafe have ftudied to get the
better of ambition, and to defpife thofe ho-
nours which they could no longer arrive at,
how few have been able to fucceed? The
greater part have fpent their time in the

' : moft
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- moft liftlefs and infipid indolence, cha-
grined at the thoughts of their own in-
fignificancy, incapable of being interefted
in the occupations of private life, without
enjoyment, except when they talked of
their former greatnefs, and without fatif-
faction, except when they were employed
in fome vain proje& to recover it. Are
you in earneft refolved never to “barter
your liberty for the lordly fervitude of a
court, but to live free, fearlefs, and inde-
pendent? There feems to be one way to
continue in that virtuous refolution; and
perhaps but one. Never enter the place
from whence fo few have been able to re-
turn ; never come within the circle of am-
bition ; nor ever bring yourfelf into com-
parifon with thofe mafters of the earth who
have already engrofled the attention of half
mankind before you.

Of fuch mighty importance does it ap-
pear to be, in the imaginations of men, to
ftand in that fituation which fets them
moft in the view of general fympathy and
attention. And thus, place, that great ob-

- je&
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je&t which divides the wives of aldermen,
is the end of half the labours of human
life ; and is the caufe of all the tumult and
buftle, all the rapine and injuftice, which
avarice and ambition have introduced into
this world. People of fenfe, it is faid,
- indeed defpife place; that is, they de-
fpife fitting at the head of the table, and
are indifferent who it is that is pointed
out to the company by that frivolous cir-
cumftance, which the {malleft advantage is
capable of overbalancing. But rank, dif-
tinction, pre-eminence, no man defpifes,
unlefs he is either raifed very much above,
or funk very much below, the ordinary
ftandard of human nature; unlefs he is
either fo confirmed in wifdom and real
philofophy, as to be fatisfied that, whiie
the propriety of his condu&t renders him
the juft obje& of approbation, it is of
little confequence though he be neither at-
tended to, nor approved of; or fo habi-
tuated to the idea of his own meannefs, fo
funk in flothful and fottith indifference, as
entirely to have forgot the defire, and al-
moft the very wifh, for fuperiority.

' As
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As to become the natural obje of the
joyous congratulations and fympathetic at-
tentions of mankind is, in this manner, the
circumf{tance which gives to profperity all its
dazzling fplendour; fo nothing darkens fo
much the gloom of adverfity as to feel that
our misfortunes are the objedls, not of the
fellow-feeling, but of the contempt and
averfion of our brethren. Itis upon this
account that the moft dreadful calamities
are not always thofe which it is moft dif-
ficult to fupport. It is often more morti-
fying to appear in public under fmall dif~
afters, than under great misfortunes. The
firft excite no fympathy ; but the fecond,
though they may excite none that ap-
proaches to the anguifh of the fufferer, call
forth, however, a very lively compaflion.
The fentiments of the {peQators are, in this
laft cafe, lefs wide of thofe of the fufferer,
and their imperfet fellow-feeling lends
him fome afliftance in fupporting his
mifery. Before a gay aflembly, a gentle-
man’ would be more mortified to appear
covered with filth and rags than with blood
and wounds, This laft fituation would

- intereft




Se@. III. . Of ProPRIETY. 143

intereft their pity; the other would pro-
voke their laughter. The judge who or-
ders a criminal to be fet in the pillory,
difhonours him more than if he had con-
demned him to the fcaffold. The great
prince, who, fome years ago, caned a ge-
neral officer at the head of his army, di-
graced him irrecoverably. The punith-
ment would have been much lefs had he
fhot him through the body. - By the laws
of honour, to ftrike with a cane dithonours,
to ftrike with a {word does not, for an ob-
vious reafon. Thofe flighter punifhments,
when inflicted on a gentleman, to whom
difhonour is the greateft of all evils, come
to be regarded among a humane and ge-
nerous people, as the moft dreadful of any.
With regard to perfons of that rank, there-
fore, they are univerfally laid afide, and the
law, while it takes their life upon many
occafions, refpets their honour upon al-
moft all. To fcourge a perfon of quality,
or to fet him in the pillory, upon account
of any crime whatever, is a brutality of
which no European government, except
that of Ruffia, is capable.

A brave
6
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A brave man is not rendered contempti-
ble by being brought to the fcaffold; he is,
by being fet in the pillory. His behaviour
in the one fituation may gain him univerfal
efteem and admiration. No behaviour in
the other can render him agreeable. The
fympathy of the fpeGtators fupports him in
the one cafe, and faves him from that
thame, that confcioufnefs that his mifery is
felt by himfelf only, which is of all fenti-
ments the moft unfupportable. . There is
no {ympathy in the other; or, if there is
any, it is not with his pain, which is a
trifle, but with his confcioufnefs of the
want of fympathy with which this pain is
attended. It is with his fhame, not with
his forrow. Thofe who pity him, blufh
and hang down their heads for him.” He
droops in the fame manner, and feels him-
felf irrecoverably degraded by the punith-
ment, though not by the crime. The man,
on the contrary, who dies with refolution,
as he is naturally regarded with the erect
afpe@ of efteem and approbation, fo he
wears himfelf the fame undaunted coun-
tenance ; and, if the crime does not deprive

~ him
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him of the refpe of others, the punifh-
ment never will. He has no fufpicion that
his fituation is the obje& of contempt or
derifion to any body, and he can, with
propriety, afflume the air, not only of per-
fe&t ferenity, but of triumph and exult-
ation.

.% Great dangers,” fays the Cardinal de
Retz, ¢ have their charms, becaufe there
“ is fome glory to be got, even when we
¢ mifcarry. But moderate dangers have
“ nothing but what is horrible, becaufe the
“ lofs of reputation always attends the
¢ want of fuccefs.” His maxim has the

fame foundation with what we have been

juft now obferving with regard to punith-
ments. - -

Human virtue is fuperior to pain, to
poverty, to danger, and to death ; nor does
it even require its utmoft efforts to defpife
them. But to have its mifery expofed to
infult and derifion, to be led in triumph, to
be fet up for the hand of {corn to point at,
is a fituation in which its conftancy is much

VOL. I. - L . more
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more apt to fail. Compared with the con-
tempt of mankind, all other external evils
~ are eafily fupported

CHAP IIL

Of the corruption of our moral fentiments,
awhich is occafioned by this difpofition to
‘admire the rich and the great, and to

- defpife or neglelt perfons of poor and mean

condition.

Tm's difpofition to admire, and almoft
to worthip, the rich and the power=
ful, and to defpile, or, at leaft, to neglet
perfons of poor and mean condition, though
neceflary bothto eftablifh and tomaintain the
diftin@ion of ranks and the order of fociety,
is, at the fame time, the great and moft
univerfal caufe of the corruption of our
moral fentiments. ‘That wealth and great- -
nefs are often regarded with the refpe& and
admiration which are due only to wifdom
and virtue; and that the contempt, of
which
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which vice and folly are the only proper
" objedts, is often moft unjuftly beftowed
upon poverty and weaknefs, has been the
complaint of moralifts in all ages. '

We defire both to be refpectable and to
be refpe¢ted. We dread both to be con=-
temptible and to be contemned.  But, upon
coming into the world, we foon find that
wifdom and virtue are by no means the
fole objects of refpet; nor vice and folly,
of contempt. We frequently fee the re-
fpectful attentions of the world more ftrongly
direted towards the rich and the great,
than towards the wife and the virtuous.
We fee frequently the vices and follies of -
the poweiful much lefs defpifed than the
poverty and weaknefs of the innocent. To
deferve, to acquire, and to enjoy the re-
fpe& and admiration of mankind, are the
great obje&s of ambition and emulation.
Two different roads are prefented to us,
equally leading to the attainment of this fo
much defired objet; the one, by the ftudy
of wifdom and the pra&ice of virtue; the
other, by the acquifition of wealth and

L2 great-
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greatnefs. 'Two different charalters are
~ prefented to our emulation; the one, of
proud ambition and oftentatious avidity ;
the other, of humble modefty and equi-
table juftice. Two different models, two
different pictures, are held out to us, ac-
cording to which we may fafhion our own
characterandbehaviour; theone more gaudy
and glittering in its colouring; the other
more corre&t and more exquifitely beautiful
inits outline : the one forcing itfelf upon the
notice of every wandering eye; the other,
attra&ting the attention of {carce any body
but the moft ftudious and careful obferver.
They are the wife and the virtuous chiefly,
a fele®, though, I am afraid, but a {mall
party, who are the real and fteady admirers
of wifdom and virtue. "The great mob of
mankind are the admirers and worthippers,
and, what may feem more extraordinary,
moft frequently the difinterefted admirers
and worfhippers, of wealth and greatnefs.

The refpe&t which we feel for wifdom
and virtue is, no doubt, different from that
~ which we conceive for wealth and great-

- ' nefls;
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nefs; and it requires no very nice difcern-
ment to diftinguifth the difference. But,
notwithftanding this difference, thofe fen-
timents bear a very confiderable refemblance
to one another. In fome particular features
they are, no doubt, different, but, in the’
general air of the countenance, they feem
to be fo very nearly the fame, that inat-
tentive obfervers are very apt to miftake the
one for the other.

In equal degrees of merit there is fcarce
any man who does not refpe& more the
rich and the great, than the poor and. the
humble. With moft men the prefumption
and vanity of the former are much-more
. admired, than the real and folid merit of
the latter. It is {carce agreeable to good
morals, or even to good language, perhaps,
to fay, that mere wealth and greatnefs, ab-
firated from merit and virtue, deferve our
refpe®.  We muft acknowledge, however,
* that they almoft conftantly obtain it; and ~
that they may, therefore, be confidered as,
in fome refpe@s, the natural objecs of it.
Thofe exalted ftations may, no doubt, be

L3 completely
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completely degraded by vice and folly. But
 the vice and folly muft be very great, be-
fore they can operate this completé degra-
dation. The profligacy of a man of fathion
is looked upon with much lefs contempt
and averfion, than that of a man of meaner
condition. In the latter, a fingle tranf-
greflion of the rules of temperance and
propriety, is commonly more refented, than
the conftant and avowed contempt of them
ever is in the former,

In the middling and inferior ftations of
life, the road to virtue and that to fortune,
to fuch fortune, at leaft, as men in fuch
ftations can reafonably expe& to acquire,
are, happily, in moft cafes, very nearly the
fame. In all the middling and inferior
profeflions, real and folid profeflional abi-
lities, joined to prudent, juft, firm, and
temperate condu, can very feldom fail of
fuccefs. ~Abilities will even fometimes pre-
vail where the condué is by no means cor-
re&. Either habitual imprudence, however,
or injuftice, or weaknefs, or profligacy, will
always cloud, and fometimes deprefs alto~

gether,
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gether, the moft fplendid profeflional abili-
ties. Men in the inferior and middling
ftations of life, befides, can never be great
enough to be abové the law, which muft
generally overawe them into fome fort of
refpe& for, at leaft, the more important
rules of juftice,. The fuccefs of fuch people,
too, almoft always depends upon the fa-
vour and good opinion of their neighbours
and equals; and without a tolerably re-
gular condu& thefe can very feldom be
obtained. The good old proverb, there-
fore, That honefty is the beft policy, holds,
in fuch fituations, almoft always perfeitly
trie. In fuch fituations, therefore, we
may generally expect a confiderable degree
of virtue; and, fortunately for the good
morals of fociety, thefe are the fituations
of by far the greater part of mankind.

In the fuperior ftations of life the cafe is
unhappily not always the fame. In the
courts of princes, in the drawing-rooms of
the great, where fuccefs and preferment
depend, not upon the efteem of intelligent

and well-informed equals, but upon the
L4 fanciful
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fanciful and foolith favour of ignorant,
prefumptuous, and proud fuperiors ; flat-
tery and falfehood too often prevail over
merit and abilities. In fuch focieties the
abilities to pleafe, are more regarded than
the abilities to ferve. In quiet and peace-
able times, when the ftorm is at a diftance,
the prince, or great man, wifhes only to
be amufed, and is even apt to fancy that
he has fcarce any occafion for the fervice
of any body, or that thofe who amufe him
are fufficiently” able to ferve him. -The
external graces, the frivolous accomplifh-
ments of that impertinent and foolith thing
called a man of fathion, are commonly
more admired than the folid and mafculine
virtues of a warrior, a ftatefman, a philo-
fopher, or a legiflator. All the great and
awful virtues, all the virtues which can fit,
either for the council, the fenate, or the
field, are, by the infolent and infignificant
flatterers, who commonly figure the moft
_ in fuch corrupted focieties, held in the ut-
moft contempt and derifion. When the
duke of Sully was called upon by Lewis
the Thirteenth, to give his advice in fome

great
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great emergency, he obferved the favourites
and courtiers whifpering to one another,
and {miling at his unfathionable appearance. -
¢ Whenever your majefty’s father,” faid
the old warrior and ftatefman, * did me
¢ the honour to confult me, he ordered
< the buffoons of the court to retire mto
¢ the antechamber.” ’

1t is from our difpofition to admire, and
confequently to imitate, the rich and the
great, that they are enabled to fet, or to
lead what is called the fathion. Their
drefs is the fafhionable drefs; the language
of their converfation, the fafhionable ftyle;
their air and deportment, the fathionable
behaviour. Even their vices and follies are
fathionable; and the greater part of men are
proud to imitate and refemble them in the
very qualities which difthonour and degrade
them. Vain men often give themfelves
airs of a fafhionable profligacy, which, in
their hearts, they do not approve of, and
of which, perhaps, they are really not
guilty. 'They defire to be praifed for what

K they
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they themfelves do not think praife-worthy,
and are athamed of unfafhionable virtues
which they fometimes pradtife in fecret,
. and for which they have fecretly fome de-
gree of real veneration. There are hy-
pocrites of wealth and greatnefs, as well as
of religion and virtue ; and a vain man is
as apt to pretend to be what he is not, in
the one way, as a cunning man is in the
other, He aflumes the equipage and fplen-
did way of living of his fuperiors, with~
out confidering that whatever may be praife-
worthy in any of thefe, derives its whole
merit and propriety from its fuitablenefs to
that fituation and fortune which both re-
quire. and can eafily fupport the expence.
Many a poor man places his glory in being
thought rich, without confidering that the
“duties (if one may call fuch follies by fo
very venerable a name) which that reputa-
tion impofes upon him, muft foon reduce
“him to beggary, and render his fituation
ftill more unlike that of thofe whom he
admires and imitates, than it had been ori~

mall
ginally. To




Sett. I1II. Of ProrPrizTY. 155

To attain to this envied fituation, the
candidates for fortune too frequently aban-
don the paths of virtue; for unhappily,
the road which leads to the one, and that
which leads to the other, lie fometimes in
very oppofite dlreétlons But the ambitious
man flatters himfelf that, in.the fplendid
fituation to which he advances, he will
have fo many means of commanding the
refpe@ and admiration of mankind, and
will be enabled to a& with fuch fuperior
propriety and grace, that the luftre of his
future condu& will entirely cover, orefface,
the foulnefs of the fteps by which he arrived
at that elevation. In many governments
the candidates for the higheft ftations are
above the law ; and, if they can attain the
obje& of their ambition, they have no fear .
of being called to account for the means
by which they acquired it. They often
endeavour, therefore, not only by fraud
and falfehood, the ordinary and vulgar arts
of intrigue and cabal; but fometimes by
. the perpetration of the moft enormous

crimes, by murder and ‘affaflination, by re-
bellion and civil war, to fupplant and de-
ftroy
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- ftroy thofe who oppofe or ftand in the way -

of their greatnefs. They more frequently
mifcarry than fucceed; and commonly

gain nothing but the difgraceful punith-
ment which is due to their crimes. But, -
though they fhould be fo lucky as to attain -

that withed-for greatnefs, they are always
moft miferably difappointed in the hap-
pinefs which they expe& to enjoy in it.
It is not eafe or pleafure, but always ho-
nour, of one kind or another, though fre-
quently an honour very ill underftood, that

the ambitious man really purfues. But the

honour of his exalted ftation appears, both
in his own eyes and in thofe of other
- people, polluted and defiled by the bafenefs
of the means through which he rofe to it,
Though by the profufion of every liberal
expence ; though by exceflive indulgence
in every profligate pleafure, the wretched,
but ufual, refource of ruined charaders;
though by the hurry of public bufinefs, or

by the prouder and more dazzling tumult

of war, he may endeavour to efface, both
from his own memory and from that of

other people, the remembrance of what
' he
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he has done ; that remembrance never fails
to purfue him. He invokes in vain the
dark and difmal powers of forgetfulnefs
and oblivion. He remembers himfelf what
he has done, and that remembrance tells
him that other people muft likewife re-
member it. Amidft all the gaudy pomp of
the moft oftentatious greatnefs ; amidft the
venal and vile adulation of the great and of
the learned ;  amidft the more innocent,
though more foolith, acclamations of the
common people; amidft all the pride of
conqueft and the triumph of fuccefsful war,
he is flill fecretly purfued by the avenging
furies of fhame and remorfe; and, while
glory feems to furround him on all fides,
he himfelf, in his own imagination, fees
black and foul infamy faft purfuing him,
and every moment ready to overtake
him from behind. Even the great Cefar,
though he had the magnanimity to difmifs
his guards, could not difmifs his fufpicions.
The remembrance of Pharfalia ftill haunted
and purfued him. When, at the requeft
of the fenate, he had the generofity to par-

don Marcellus, he told that aflembly, that -
he
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he was not unaware of the defigns which
were carrying on againft his life; but that,
as he had lived long enough both for na-
ture and for glory, he was contented to
die, and therefore dcfpifed all confpiracies.
He had, perhaps, lived long enough for
nature.  But the man who felt himfelf the -
obje& of fuch deadly refentment, from
thofe whofe favour he wifhed to. gain, and
whom he ftill withed to confider as his
friends, had certainly lived too long for real
glory ; or for all the happinefs which he
could ever hope to enjoy in the love and
efteem of his equals.
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Of MeriT and DEMERIT; or, of the
Obje&ts of REWARD and PUNISHMENT.

Confifting of Three Setions.

SECTION L

Of the SENSE of MerIT and DEMERIT,

INTRODUCTION.

HERE is another fet of qualities

. afcribed to the a&ions and condu&
of mankind, diftin& from their propriety
or impropriety, their decency or ungrace=
7 fulnefs,



160 Of MeriT and DemeriT,  PartII..

fulnefs, and which are the objeéts of a
diftin& fpecies of approbation and difap-
probation. Thefe are Merit and Demerit,
the qualities of deferving reward, and of
deferving punithment.

It has already been obferved, that the
fentiment or affe@ion of the heart, from
which any action proceeds, and upon which
its whole virtue or vice depends, may be
confidered under two different afpecs, or
in two different relations: firft, in rela-
tion to the caufe or obje& which excites it;
and, fecondly, in relation to the end which
it propofes, or to the effe&t which it tends
to produce: that upon the fuitablenefs or
unfuitablenefs, upon the proportion or dif-
proportion, which the affeCtion feems to
bear to the caufe or objet which excites
it, depends the propriety or impropriety,
- the decency or ungracefulnefs of the con-
fequent aftion; and that upon the bene-
ficial or hurtful effe@s which the affe@ion
propofes or tends to produce, depends the
merit or demerit, the good or ill defert of
the action to which it gives -occafion.

_Wherein
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- Wherein confifts our fenfe of the propriety
or impropriety of ations, has been explain-
ed in the former part of this difcourfe. We
come now to confider, wherein confifts that
of their good or ill defest.

CHAP I.

That whatever appears to be the proper ob-
Jeet of gratitude, appears to deferve re-
ward ; and that, in the fame manner,
whatever appears to be the proper object
of refentment, appears to deferve punifb-

ment,

o us, therefore, that aion muft ap-
pear to deferve reward, which ap-

pears to be the proper and approved obje&
-of that fentiment, which moft immediately
and direétly prompts us to reward, or to
do good to another. And in the fame man-
ner, that a&tion muft appear to deferve
‘punifhment, which appears to be the proper
and approved object of that fentiment
VoL, I M - which
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which moft immediately and diredtly
prompts us to punith, or to infli&t evil
upon another.

The fentiment which moft immediately
and dire@ly prompts us to reward, is gra-
. titude; that which moft immediately and
dire@tly prompts us to punifh, is refent-
. ment. : :

. To us, therefore, that a&ion muft appear
to deferve reward, which appears to be the
proper and approved obje& of gratitude ;
as, on the other hand, that a&ion muft ap-

_pear to deferve punithment, which appears
to be the proper and approved obje& of re-
fentment.

To reward, is to recompenfe, to remune-
rate, to return good for good received. To
punifh, too, is to recompenfe, to remune-
rate, though in a different manner; it is
to return evil for evil that has been done.

There are fome other paffions, befides
gratitude and refentment, which intereft us
: in
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in the bappinefs or mifery of others; buyt .
there are none which fo dire@ly excite us
to be the inftruments of either. The love
- and efteem which grow upon acquaintance
and habitual approbation, neceflarily lead
us to be pleafed with the good fortune of
the man who is the obje& of fuch agreeable
emotions, and confequently, to be willing
to lend a hand to promote it. Our love,
however, is fully fatisfied, though his good
fortune fhould be brought about without
our affiftance. - All that this paffion defires’ .
is to fee him happy, without regarding who
was the author of his profperity. But gra-
titude is not to be fatisfied in this manner.
If the perfon to whom we owe many ob-
Ygations, is made happy without our aflift-
~ ance, though it pleafes our lowe, it does not
content our gratitude. Till we have re-
compenfed him, till we ourfelves have been
inftrumental in promoting his happinefs, .
we feel ourfelves flill loaded with that debt
which his paft fervices have laid upon us.

“The hatred and diflike, in the fame man~
ner, which grow: upon habitual difapproba-
’ M 2 tio.n’
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tion, would often lead us to take a malici-
ous pleafure in the misfortune of the man
whofe condu@ and charater excite fo pain-
ful a paffion. But though diflike and ha-
tred harden us againft all {yinpathy, and
fometimes difpofe us even to rejoice at the
~ diftrefs of another, yet, if there is no re-
fentment in the cafe, if neither we nor our
friends have received any great perfonal
provocation, thefe paflions would not na-
‘turally lead us to with to be inftrumental
in bringing it about. Though we could
fear no punifhment in confequence of our
having had fome hand in it, we would
-rather that it fhould happen by other
means. To one under the dominion of
-violent hatred it would be agreeable, per-
haps, to hear, that the perfon whom he ab-~
horred and detefted was killed by fome ac-
cident. But if he had the leaft fpark of
juftice, which, though .this paffion is not
very favourable to virtue, he might fill
have, it would hurt him exceflively to
have been h1mfe1f even without defign,
.the occafion of this misfortune. Much
more would the very thought of volunta-

rily
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rily contributing to it fhock him beyond
all meafure. He would reje& with horror
even the imagination of fo execrable a
defign; and if he could imagine himfelf
capable of fuch an enormity, he would
begin to regard himfelf in the fame odious
light in which he had confidered the perfon
who was the obje& of his diflike. But it
is quite otherwife with refentment : if the
perfon who had done us fome great injury,
who had murdered our father or our bro-
ther, for example, fhould foon afterwards
die of a fever, or even be brought to the
fcaffold upon account of fome other crime,
though it might footh our hatred, it would
not fully gratify our refentment. Refent-
ment would prompt us to defire, not only
that he fhould be punifhed, but that he fhould
be punithed by our means, and upon ac-
count of that particular injury which he had
done to us. Refentment cannot be fully
gratified, unlefs the offender is not only
made to grieve in his turn, but to grieve
for that particular wrong which we have
fuffered from him. He muft be made to
repent and be forry for this very action,

M 3 _ that
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that others, through fear of the like punifhi<
ment, may be terrified from being guilty of
the like offence. The natural gratification
of this paflion tends, of its own accord, to
produce all the political - ends of punifh-
ment ; the corre@ion of the criminal, and
the example to the public.

Gratitude and refentment, therefore, are
the fentiments which moft immediately and
dire@tly prompt to reward and to punifh,
To us, therefore, he muft appear to deferve
reward, who appears to be the proper and
- approved obje&t of gratitude; and he to
deferve punifhment, who appears to be that
of refentment, :
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CHAP IL
Of tbc proper objets of gratitude and

r /éntmmt.

To be the proper and approved obje&t
' either of gratitude or refentment,
can mean nothing but to be the obje& of
that gratitude, and of that refentment,
which naturally feems proper, and is ap-

: proved' of.

But thefe, as well as all the other paf-
{ions of human nature, feem proper and are
approved of, when the heart of every im-
partial fpeGator entirely {fympathizes with
them, -when every indifferent by-ftander
entirely enters into, and goes along with
them.

He, therefore, appears to deferve reward,
who, to fome perfon or perfons, is the na-
tural obje& of a gratitude which every hu-

M 4 man

|
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man heart is difpofed to beat time to, and
thereby applaud: and he, on the other
hand, appears to deferve punifhment, who
in the fame manner is to forpe perfon or
perfons the natural obje& of a refentment
which the breaft of every reafonable man is
ready to adopt and fympathize with. To
us, furely, that action muft appear to de»
ferve reward, which every body who knows
of it would wifh to reward, and therefore
delights to fee rewarded : and that a&ion
muft as furely appear to deferve punifh-
ment, which every body who hears of it is
angry with, and upon that account re_]omes
to fee punifhed,

1. As we fympathize with the joy of our
companions when in profperity, fo we join
with them in the complacency and fatisfac-
tion with which they naturally regard what-
ever is the caufe of their good fortune. We
enter into the love and affe®ion which
- they conceive for it, and begin to love it
too. We fhould be forry for their fakes if
it was deftroyed, or even if it was placed at
too great a diftance from them, and out of

the
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the reach of their care and prote&ion,
though they fhould lofe nothing by its
abfence except the pleafure of feeingit. If
it is man who has thus been the fortunate
inftrument of the happinefs of his brethren,
this is ftill more peculiarly the cafe. When
we fee one man affifted, proteted, relieved
~ by another, our fympathy with the joy of
the perfon who receives the benefit ferves
only to animate our fellow-feeling with his
gratitude towards him who beftops it.
‘When we look upon the perfon who is the
caufe of his pleafure with the eyes with
which we imagine he muft look upon him,
his benefattor feems to ftand before us in
the moft engaging and amiable light. We
readily therefore fympathize with the grate-
ful affeion which he conceives for a per-
fon to whom, he has been fo much obliged ;
and confequently applaud the returns which
he is difpofed to make for the good offices
conferred upon him. As we entirely enter
into the affeGtion from which thefe returns
proceed, they neceffarily feem every way
proper and {uitable to their object. ‘

2. In



170 Of MzriT and Demerit.  Partll,

. 2. In the fame manner, as we fympathize
with the forrow of our fellow-creature
‘whenever we fee his diftrefs, fo we likewife
enter into his abhorrence and averfion for
whatever has given occafion to it. Our
heart, as it adopts and beats time to his
grief, fo is it likewife animated with that
fpirit by which he endeavours to drive away
or deftroy the caufe of it. The indolent
and paflive fellow-feeling, by which we
accompany him in his fufferings, readily
gives way to that more vigorous and a&ive
fentiment by which we go along with him
“in the effort he makes, either to repel them,
or to gratify his averfion to what has given
occafion to them. This is ftill more pecu-
liarly the cafe, when it is man who has
caufed them. When we fee one man op-
prefled or injured by another, the fympathy
which we feel with the diftrels of the fuf-
ferer feems to ferve only to animate our
fellow-feeling with his refentment againft
the offender. ~ We are rejoiced to fee him
attack bis adverfary in his turn, and are
eager and ready to aflift him whenever he
exerts himfelf for defence, or even for ven-

- geancg
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geance within a cértain degree. If thé in~
jured fhould perifh in the quarrel, we not
only fympathize with the real refentment
of his friends and relations, but with the
imaginary refentment which in fancy we
lend to the dead, who is no longer capas«

ble of feeling that or any other human fen~ . _

timent. But as we put ourfelves in his
fituation, as we enter, as it were, into his
~ body, and in our imaginations, in fome
meafure, animate anew the deformed and
mangled carcafs of the flain, when we
bring home in this manner his cafe to our
own bofoms, we feel upon this, as upon
many other occafions, ‘an emotion which
- the perfon principally concerned is incapa=
ble of feeling, and which yet we feel by ani
illufive fympathy with him, The fympa-
thetic tears which we fhed for that immenfe
and irretrievable lofs, which in our fancy
he appears to have fuftained, feem to be
but a {mall part of the duty which we owe
bim. The injury which he has fuffered
demands, we think, a principal part of our
attention. We feel that refentment which
we imagine he ought to feel, and which he

would
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would feel, if in his cold and lifelefs body

- there remained any confcioufnefs of what

pafles upon earth. His blood, we think,
calls aloud for vengeance. The very afhes of
the dead feem to be difturbed at the thought
that his injuries are to pafs unrevenged.
The horrors which are fuppofed to haunt
the bed of the murderer, the ghofts which,
fuperftition imagines, rife from their graves
to demand vengeance upon thofe who
brought them to an untimely end, all take
their origin from this natural fympathy with
the imaginary refentment of the flain. And
with regard, at leaft, to this moft dreadful
of all crimes, Nature, antecedent to all re-
fletions upon the utility of punithment,
has in this manner ftamped upon the human
heart, in the ftrongeft and inoft indelible
charalters, an immediate and inftin&ive
approbation of the facred and neceffary law

. of retaliation.
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CHAP IL

That where there is no approbation of the
condu? of the perfon who confers the be-
nefit, there is little fympathy with the
gratitude of bim who receives it : and
that, on the contrary, wbhere there is no
difapprobation of the motives of the perfon
who does the mifchief, there is no fort of
JSympathy with the rgfmtment of bim who

Juffers it.

IT is to be obferved, however, that, how
beneficial foever on the one hand, or
how hurtful foever on the other, the a&ions
or intentions of the perfon who a&ts may
have been to the perfon who is, if I may
fay fo, a&ed upon, yet if in the one cafe
there appears to have been no propriety in
the motives of the agent, if we cannot enter
-into the affeions which influenced his
condud&, we have little fympathy with the

gratitude
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gratitude of the perfon who receives the
benefit: or if, in the other cafe, there ap-
pears to have been no impropriety in the
motives of the agent, if, on the contrary,
the affeGtions which influenced his con-
duct are,‘fuch as we muft neceflarily enter
into, we can have no fort of fympathy with
the refentment of the perfon who fuffers.
‘Little gratitude feems due in the one cafe,
and all fort of refentment feems unjuft in
the other. The one ation feems to merit
little reward, the other to deferve no pu-
“pifhment.

1. Firft, I fay, that wherever we cannot
fympathize with the affe&tions of the agent,
-wherever there feems to be no propriety in
“the motives which influenced his condud,
we are lefs difpofed to enter into the grati-
tude of the perfon who received the be-
nefit of his a&tions. A very fmall return
feems due to that foolith and profufe gene-
rofity which confers the greateft benefits
from the moft trivial motives, and gives an
eftate to a2 man merely becaufe his name
and firname happen to be the fame with

. : thofe
6
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thofe of the giver. Such fervices do not
feem to demand any proportionable recom-
penfe. Our contempt for the folly of the
agent hinders us from thoroughly entering
into the gratitude of the perfon to whom
the good office has been done. His bene-
faGtor feems unworthy of it. As when we
place ourfelves in the fituation of the per-
fon obliged, we feel that we could conceive
no great reverence for fuch a benefadtor,
we eafily abfolve him from a great deal of
that fubmiffive veneration and efteem which
we fhould think due to a more refpeGtable
chara@ter ; and provided he always treats
his weak friend with kindnefs and huma-
nity, we are willing to excufe him from
many attentions and regards which we
thould demand to a worthier patron. Thofe
Princes, who have heaped, with the greateft
profufion, wealth, power,- and hanours,
upon their favourites, have feldom excited
~ that degree of attachment to their perfons -
which has often been experienced by thofe
who were more frugal of their favours.
The well-natufed, but injudicious prodi-
gality of Jamcs the Firft of Great Britain

feems
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feems to have attached nobody to his per-
fon ; and that Prince, notwithftanding his
focial and harmlefs difpofition, appears to
have lived and died without a friend. The
whole gentry and nobility of England ex-
pofed their lives and fortunes in the caufe
of his more frugal and diftinguithing fon,
notwithftanding the coldnefs and diftant
feverity of his ordinary deportment.

* 2. Secondly, I fay, That wherever the
condu& of the agent appears to have been
entirely directed by motives and affections
which we thoroughly enter into and ap-
prove of, we can have no fort of fympathy
with-the refentment of the {ufferer, how
great foever the mifchief which may have
been done to him. When two people
quarrel, if we take part with, and entirely
adopt the refentment of one of them, it is
impoffible that we fhould enter into that of
the other. Our fympathy with the perfon
whofe motives we go along with, and
whom therefore we look upon as in the -
right, cannot but harden @s againft all fel-
low-fecling with the other, whom we ne-

ceflarily
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ceflarily regard as in the wrong. Whatever
this laft, therefore, may have fuffered, while
it is no more than what we ourfelves thould
have wifthed him to fuffer, while it is no
more than what our own fympathetic indig-
nation would have prompted us to infli&®
upon him, it cannot either difpleafe or pro-
vokeus. When an inhuman murderer is
- brought to the fcaffold, though we have
fome  compaffion for his mifery, we can
have no fort of fellow-feeling ‘with his re-
fentment, if he fhould be fo abfurd as to ex-
prefs any againft either his profecutor or
‘his judge. The natural tendency of their -
Juft indignation againft {o vile a criminal is
indeed the moft fatal and ruinous to him.
But it is impoflible that we fhould be dif-
pleafed with the tendency of a fentiment,
which, when we bring the cafe home to
ourfelves, we feel that we cannot avoid
.adopting.

. - VOL. I. N
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Recapitulation of the ﬁmgoiug :bqbtmu. :

1. '\IVE do not, therefore, thoroughly
’ and heartily fympathize with the
gratitude of one man towards another,
merely becaufe this other has been the caufe
of his good fortune, unlefs he has been the
* caufe of it from motives which we entirely
go along with. Our heart muft adopt the
principles of the agent, and go along with
all the affeGtions which influenced his con-
du&, before it can entirely fympathize with,
and beat time to, the gratitude of the perfon
who has been benefited by his a&tions. If
in the condu& of the benefaGor there ap-
pears to have been no propriety, how be-
neficial foever its effe@s, it does not feem
to demand, or neceflarily to require, any
proportionable recompenfe.

- But
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But when to the beneficeat tendency of
the ation is joined the propriety of the af-
feQtign from which it proceeds, when we
entirely fympathize and go along with the
metives of the agent, the loye which we
conceive for him upon his own account,
enhances and -enlivens our fellow-feeling
with the gratitude of thofe who owe their
profperity to his good condu@. His actions
{eem then to demand, and, if I may fay {o,
to call aloud for a proportionable trecom-=
penfe. We then entirely enter into that
gratitude which prompts to beftow it. ‘The
benefactor feems then to be the proper ob-
je& of reward, when we thus entirely fym-
pathize with, and approve of, that fenti-
ment which prompts t¢ reward him, When
we approve of, and go along with, the af-
fe@ion from which the aCion proceeds,
we muft neceflarily approve of the a&ion,
and regard the perfon towards whom it is
gireQed, as its proper and {uitable obje.

. 2. In the fame manner, we cannot at all -
fympathize with the refentment of one man
* againft another, merely becaufe this other
has been the caufe of his misfortune, unlefs
' N 2- he
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he has been the caufe of it from motives
which we cannot enter into. Before we can
adopt the refentment of the fufferer, we
mutft difapprove of the motives of the agent,
and feel that our heart renounces all fym-
pathy with the affetions which influenced
his condu@. If there appears to have been
no impropriety in thefe, how fatal foever
the tendency of the aétion which proceeds
.from them to thofe againft whom it is di-
reted, it does not feem to deferve any pu-
-nifhment, or to be the proper obje& of any
refentment.

" But when to the hurtfulnefs of the a&tion
is joined the impropriety of the affetion
from whence it proceeds, when our heart
rejets with abhorrence all fellow-feeling
with the motives of the agent, we then
heartily and entirely {fympathize with the
refentment of the fufferer. Such alions
feem then to deferve, and, if I may fay fo,
to call aloud for, a proportionable punifh-
ment; and we entirely enter into, and
- thereby approve of, that refentment which
prompts to inflit it. The offender necef-

' Marily
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farily feems then to be the propet dbje&t of
punifhment, when we thus entirely fympa—’
thize with, and thereby approve of, that
fentiment which prompts to punith. In
this cafe too, when we approve, and go
along with, the affeGion from which the
ation proceeds, we muft neceffarily ap-
prove of the action, and regard the perfon
againft whom it is direted, as its proper
and fuitable objet.

CHAP V.
T he aﬂa{y/is of the fenfe of Merit and

Demerit.

As our fenfe, therefore, of the pro-
priety of condu& arifes from what
I fhall call a dire& fympathy with the af-
feGtions and motives of the perfon who
alls, fo our fenfe of its merit arifes from
what I fhall call an indire& fympathy with
the gratitude of the perfon who is, if I may
fay fo, adted upon.

N 3 | As



182 Of Merrt and DeMeriT:  Part I,
As we taninot indeed enter thoroughly

into the gratitude of the perfon who re~

ceives the benefit, unlefs we beforehand ap~
prove of the motives of the benefattor, fo;
‘upon this account, the fenfe of merit feems
to Be a compounded fentiment, and to be
made up of two diftin& emotions; a dire&
fympathy with the fentiments of the agent;
and an indife@ {ympathy with the gratix

tude of thofe who receive the benefit of his-

a&tions.

‘We may, upon many different occafions,
plainly diftinguifh thofe two different emo-
tions combining and uniting together in our
fenfe of the good defert of a particular cha-
racter or a&ion. When we read in hiftory
concerning altions of proper and benefi.
¢ent greatnefs of mind, how eagetly do we
enter into fuch defigns? How much are
we animated by that high-fpitited genero-

fity which direéts them ? How keen are

we for theif {uccefs ! How grieved at their
difappointrient ? In imagination we becoms
“the very perfon whole aQions are repre-
{ented to us; we tranfport ourfelves in

fancy

-
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fancy to the fcenes of thofe diftant and for-
gotten adventures, .and imagine ourfelves
aQing the part_of a Scipio or a Camillus,
a- Timoleon or an Ariﬁ_ides. - So far our
fentiments are- founded upon the dire&
{ympathy withi the perfon who-a&s.” Nor
_ 18 the indire& fympathy with thofe who re-
ceive the benefit of fuch aGtions lefs fenfibly
felt. Whenever we place ourfelves in the
fituation of thefe laft, with what warm and
affe@ionate fellow-feeling do we enter into
their gratitude towards thofe who ferved
them fo eflentially? We embrace, as it
were, their benefaCtor along with them.
Our heart readily {ympathizes with the
higheft tranfports of their grateful affeGion.
No honours, no rewards, we think, can be
too great for them to beftow upon him.
When they make this proper return for his
fervices, we heartily applaud and go along
with them ; but are fhocked beyond all
meafure, if by their condu& they appear
to have little fenfe of the obligations con-
ferred upon them. Our whole fenfe, in
thort, of the merit and good defert of fuch
“ations, of the propriety and fitnefs of re-

N 4 compenfing
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eompenfing them, and making the petfon:
who performed them rejoice in his turn,
arifes from the fympathetic emotions of-
gratitude and love, with which, when we
“bring home to our own breaft the fituation
of thofe principally concerned, we feel our-
felves naturally tranfported towards the.
man who could a& with fuch propcr and‘
noble beneficence,

2. In the fame manner as our fenfe of
the impropriety of conduét arifes from a
want of fympathy, or from a dire&t anti>
pathy to the affe@tions and motives of the
agent, fo our fenfe of its demerit arifes
from what I fhall here too call an indire&
fympathy with the rcfentment of the fuf~
ferer. = :

' As we cannot indeed enter into the re~
fentment of the fufferer, unlefs our heart
beforehand difapproves the motives of the:
agent, and renounces all fellow~feeling with.
them ; fo upon this account the fenfe of
demerit,” as well as that of merit, feems to
be a compounded fentiment, and to be made

up
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up of two diftin& emotions ; a dire& anti=+
pathy to the fentiments of the agent, and:
an indire@ fympathy with the refentment -
of the fufferer. :

We may here too, upon many different.
occafions, plainly diftinguifh thofe two dif-
ferent emotions combining and uniting to-
gether in our fenfe of the ill defert of a
particular chara&ter or ation. When we'
read in hiftory concerning the perfidy and
cruelty of a Borgia or a Nero, our heart
rifes up againft the deteftable fentiments’
which influenced their condu&, and re-
nounces with horror and abomination all
fellow-feeling with fuch execrable motives.’
So far our fentiments are founded upon the
dire&t antipathy to the affeions of the
agent: and the indire&t fympathy with the
refentment of the fufferers is ftill more fen-
fibly felt. 'When we bring home to our-
felves the fituation of the perfons whom
‘thofe fcourges of mankind infulted, mur-
dered, or betrayed, what indignation do we
not feel againft fuch infolent and inhuman_
oppreflors of the earth? Our fympathy
: " with
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with the unavoidable diftrefs of the inne-.
cent fufferers is not more real nor more:
lively, than our fellow-feeling with their
- juft and natural refentment. . The former
fentiment only heightens the latter, and the
idea of their diftrefs ferves only to inflame
and blow up our animolity againft thofe
who occafioned it. 'When we think of the
anguifh of the fufferers, we take part with.
them more earneftly againft their oppref-
fors; we enter with more eagernefs into all
their {chemes of vengeance, and feel our-~
felves every moment wreaking, in. imagi-
nation, upon fuch violators of the laws of
fociety, that punithmeunt which our fym-
pathetic indignation tells us is due to their
crimes, Our fenfe of the horror and dread-
ful atrocity of fuch condud, the delight
which we take in hearing that it was pro-
perly punithed, the indignation which we
feel when it efcapes this due retaliation, our,
whole fenfe and feeling, in fhort, of its ill
defert, of the propriety and fitnefs of infliG~
ing evil upon the perfon who is guilty of
i, and of making him grieve in his turn,
arifes from the fympathetic indignation
/ which
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which naturally boils up in the breaft of the
fpe@ator, whenever he thoroughly brings
home to himfelf the cafe of the fufferer ¥,

" #% To afcribe in this manner our natural fenfe of
the ill defert of human adtions to a fympathy with the
refentment of the fufferer, may feem, to the greater
part of people, to be a degradation of that fentiment.
Refentment is commonly regarded as fo odious a paf-
fion, that they will be apt to think it impoffible that fo
laudable a principle, as the fenfe of the ill defert of
vice, fhould in any refpe& be founded upon it. They
will be more willing, perhaps, to admit that our fenfe
of the merit of good actions is founded upon a fym-
pathy with the gratitude of the perfons who receive the
benefit of them ; becaufe gratitude, as well as all the other
benevolent paffions, is regarded as an amiable principle,
which can take nothing from the worth of whatever is
founded upon it, Gratitude and refentment, however,
aré in every refpe, it is evident, counterparts to one
another ; and if our fenfe of merit arifes from a {ym=
pathy with the one, our fenfe of demerit can {carce mifs
to proceed from a fellow-feeling with the other.

Let it be confidered too that refentment, though, in
the degrees in which we too often fee it, the moft
edious, perhaps, of all the paffions, is not difapproved

of when properly humbled and entirely brought down to
" the level of the fympathetic indignation of the fpecta-
tor, When we, who are the byftanders, feel that our
own animofity entirely correfponds with that of the
fufferer, when the refentment of this laft.does not in

any
]
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. any refpe& go beyond our own, when no word, no
gefture, efcapes him that denotes an emotion more
violent than what we can keep time to, and when he
never aims at infli®ing any punifhment beyond what
we fhould rejoice to fee inflicted, or what we ourfelves
would upon this account even defire to be the inftru-
ments of infliting, it is impoffible that we fthould not
entirely approve of his fentiments, Our own emotion
in this cafe muft, in our eyes, undoubtedly juftify his:
And as experience teaches us how much the greater
part of mankind are incapable of this moderation, and
how great an effort muft be made in order to bring
down the rude and undifciplined impulfe of refentment
to this fuitable temper, we cannot avoid conceiving a
confiderable degree of efteem and admiration for one
who appears capable of exerting fo much felf-com-
mand over one of the moft ungovernable paffions of
his nature. When indeed the animofity of the fufferer
exceeds, as it almoft always does, what we can go along
with, as we cannot enter into it, we neceffarily difap-
prove of it. We even difapprove of it more than we
fhould of an equal excefs of almoft any other paffion
derived from the imagination. And this too violent
refentment, inftead of carrying us along with it, be-
comes itfelf the obje& of our refentment and indigna-
tion. We enter into the oppofite refentment of the
perfon who is the obje@ of this unjuft emotion, and
who is in danger of fuffering from it. Revenge,
therefore, the excefs of refentment, appears to be the
moft deteftable of all the paffions, and is the object of
the horror and indignation of every body. And as in
+ the way in which this paffion commonly difcovers itfelf

- . . among
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among mankind, .it is exceflive a hundred times for
once that it is moderate, we are very apt to confider it
as altogether odious and deteftable, becaufe in its moft
ordinary appearances it is fo. Nature, however, even
in the prefent depraved ftate of mankind, does not feem

‘to have dealt fo unkindly with us, as to have endowed us
“with any principle which is wholly.and in every refpect

evil, or which, in no degree and in no dire&ion, can
be the proper obje& of praife and approbation. Upon
fome occafions we are fenfible that this paffion, which
is generally too ftrong, may likewife be too weak.
We fometimes complain that a particular perfon thows
too little fpirit, and has too little fenfe of . the injuries
that have been done to him ; and we are as ready to
defpife him for the defect, as to hate him for the excefs
of this paffion,

The infpired writers would not furely have talked fo
frequently or fo ftrongly of the wrath and anger of God,
if they had regarded every degree of thofe paflions as
vicious and evil, even in fo weak and imperfe& a crea-
ture as man. ) .

Let it be confidered too, that the prefent inquiry is

- not concerning a matter of right, if I may fay fo, but

concerning a matter of fa&, We are not at prefeat °
examining upon what principles a perfe& being would
approve of the punifhment of bad aftions; but upon what
principles fo weak and imperfe&t a creature as man ac-
tually and in faét approves of it. The principles which
I have juft now mentioned, it is evident, have a very
great effe@t upon his fentiments ; and it feems wifely
ordered that it fhould be fo. The very exiftence of fo-
ciety requires that unmerited and unprovoked malice

fhould
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fhould be reftrained by proper punifhoients; and con-

fequently; ‘that to inflit thofe punithments fhould be
regarded as a proper and laudable a&ion.' Though
man, therefore, be naturally endowed with a defire of
¢he welfare and prefervation of focicty, yet the Aythor
of nature has not entrufted it to his reafon to find out
that a certain application of punifhments is the proper
aneans of attaining this end ; but has endowed him with
an immediate and inftinctive approbation of that very
application which is moft proper to attain it, The
ceconomy of nature is in this refpe& exa&ly of a piece
with what it is upon many other occafions. With re-

gard to all thofe ends which, upon account of their pe..

wouliar importance, .may be regarded, if fuch an expref-
fion is allowable, as the favourite ends of pature, fhe has
conltantly in this manner not only endowed mankind
with an appetite for the end which fhe propofes, but
likewife with an appetite for the means by which alone
this ead .can be brought about, for their own fakes, and
independent of their tendency to produceit. Thus felf-
prefervation, and the propagation of the fpecies, are the
great ends which Nature feems ta have propofed in the
farpation of all animals, Mankind are epdowed with
a defire of thofe ends, and an averfion to the contrary ;
with a Jove of life, and a dread of diffalution 3 with a
defire of the continuance and perpetuity of the fpecies,
and with a0 averfion to the thoughts of its intire extinc-
tion, But though we. are in this manner endowed with
a-vary ftrong defire of thofe ends, it has not been in-
trufted to the flow and uncertain determinations of our
sealon, to find out the proper means of bringing them
about. Nature bag dire@ed us to the greater part of

' thele
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thefe by original and immediate inftin@s. Hunger,
thirt, the paffion’ which unites the two fexes, the love
of plesfure, and the dread of pain, prompt us to apply
thofe means for their own fakes, and without any con-
fideration of their tendency to thofe beneficent ends
which the great Dire€tor of nature intended to produce
by them. :
" Before T conclude this note, T muft take notice of 2
difference between the approbation of propriety and that
of merit or beneficence. Before we approve of the
fentiments of any perfon as proper and fuitable to their
obje&ts, we muft not only be affe@ted in the fame man-
ner as he is, but we muft perceive this harmony and
correfpondence of fentiments between him and our-
felves. Thus, though upon hearing of a misfortune
that had befallen my friend, I fhould conceive precifely
that degree of concern which he gives way to; yet till
I am informed of the manner in which he behaves, till
I perceive the harmony between his emotions and
mine, I cannot be faid to approve of the fentiments
which influence his behaviour. The approbation of
propriety therefore requires, n6t only that we fhould
entirely {ympathize with the perfon who aéts, but that
we fhould perceive this perfe@ concord between his fen-
timents and our own. On the contrary, when 1 hear
of a benefit that has been beftowed upon another per-
fon, let him who has received it be affe¢ted in what
manner he pleafes, if, by bringing his cafe home to
myfelf, I feel gratitude arife in my own breaft, I ne-
ceffarily approve of the conduét of his benefa&or, and
regard it as meritorious, and the proper obje&t of re-
ward, Whether the perfon who has received the beneq
fit
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fit conceives gratitude or not, cannot, it is evident, in
any degree alter our fentiments with regard to the me-
rit of him who has beftowed it. No aétual correfpond-
ence of fentiments, therefore, is here required. It is
fufficient that if he was grateful, they would correfpond ;
and our fenfe of meritis often founded upon one of thofe
illufive fympathies, by which, when we bring home to
ourfelves the cafe of another, we are often-affeéted in
a mannper in which the perfon principally concerned is
incapable of being affeed. There is a fimilar differ-
ence between our dlfapprobauon of demerit, and that
of impropriety.
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SECTION IL

Of Juftice and Beneficence.

CHAP L
Comparifon of thofe two wvirtues.

ACTIONS of a beneficent tendency,
which proceed from proper motives,
{eem alone to require reward ; becaufe fuch
alone are the approved obje&s of gratitude, .
or excite the fympathetic gratitude of the
fpectator.

A&ions of a hurtful tendency, which
proceed from improper motives, feem alone
to deferve punithment; becaufe fuch alone
-are the approved objeés of refentment, or

‘excite the fympathetic refentment of the

fpe@ator. -

VOL. I. (s} Benefi-
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Beneficence is always free, it cannot be
extorted by force, the mere want of it ex~
pofes to no punifhment; becaufe the mere
want of beneficence tends to do no real
pofitive evil. It may difappoint of the
good which might reafonably have been
expeted, and upon that account it may
juftly excite diflike and difapprobation: it
cannot, however, provoke any refentment
which mankind will go along with. The
man who does not recompenfe his bene-
fa&or, when he has it in his power, and
when his benefaltor needs his affiftance,
is, no doubt, guilty of the blackeft ingra-
titude. The heart of every impartial fpec-
tator reje@s all fellow-feeling with the felf-
ifhnefs of his motives, and he is the proper
obje&t of the higheft difapprobation. But
ftill he does no pofitive hurt to any body.
He only does not do that good which in
propriety he ought to have done. He is
the object of hatred, a paffion which is na~
. turally excited by impropriety of fentiment
and behaviour ; not of refentment, a paf-
fion which is never properly called forth
but by aQlions which tend to da real and

pofitive
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pofitive hurt to fome particular perfons.
His want of gratitude, therefore, cannot be
punithed: To oblige him by force to per=
form what in gratitude he ought to perform,
and what every impartial fpeGtator would
approve of him for performmg, would, if
poffible, be ftill more improper than his
negleiting to perform it. His benefadtor
would difhonour himfelf if he attempted
" by violence to conftrain him to gratitude,
and it would be impertinent for any third
perfon, who was not the fuperior of either,
to intermeddle:. But of all the duties of
~ beneficence, thofe which gratitude recom-~
mends to us approach neareft to what is

calted a perfe&t and complete obhgatlon
 What friendfhip; what generofity, what
charity, would prompt us to do with uni-
verfal approbation, is ftill more free, and
can ftill lefs be extorted by force than the
duties of gratitude. 'We talk of the debt
of gratitude, not of charity, or generofity,

nor even of friendthip, when friendthip is
- mere efteem, and has not been enhanced
and complicated with gratitude for good
offices.

o2 . Refent-
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Refentment feems to have been given
us by nature for defence, and for defence
only. It is the fafeguard of juftice and the
fecurity of innocence. It prompts us to
beat off the mifchief which is attempted to
be done to us, and to retaliate that which is
already done; that the offender may be
made to repent of his injuftice, and that
others, through fear of the like punithment,
may be terrified from being guilty of the
like oifence. It muft be referved therefore
for thefe purpofes, nor can the fpeéator
ever go along with it when it is exerted for
any other. But the mere want of the be-
neficent virtues, though it may difappoint
us of the good which might reafonably be
expeted, neither does, nor attempts to do,
any mifchief from which we can have oc-
cafion to defend ourfelves.

i

There is however another virtue, of

which the obfervance is not left to the free-
dom of our own wills, which may be ex-
“torted by force, and of which the violation
expofes to refentment, and confequently to
punithment.  This virtue is juftice: the

3 ’ ~ wiolation:
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violation of juftice is injury: it does real
and pofitive hurt to fome particular per-
fons, from motives which are naturally dif-

- approved of. It is, therefore, the proper -

obje& of refentment, and of punithment,
which is the natural confequence of refent-
ment. As mankind go along with, and
approve of the violence employed to
avenge the hurt which is done by injuftice,
fo they much more go along with, and ap-

" prove of, that which is employed to pre-

vent and beat off the injury, and to reftrain
the offender from hurting his neighbours,
The perfon himfelf who meditates an in-
juftice is fenfible of this, and fecls that force
may, with the utmoft propriety, be made
ufe of, both by the perfon whom he is
about to injure, and by others, either to
obftru& the execution of his crime, or to
punith him when he has-executed it. And
upon this is founded that remarkable dif-
tinGtion between juftice and all the other
focial virtues, which has of late been par-
ticularly infifted upon by an author of very
great and original genius, that we feed our-
felves to be under a firi&er obligation to a&
) 03 according
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- according to juftice, than agreeably to friend-

thip, charity, or generofity ; that the prac-
tice of thefe laft mentioned virtues feems ta
be left in fome meafure to our own choice,
but that, fomehow or other, we feel our-
felves to be in a peculiar manner tied,
bound, and obliged to the obfervation of
juflice. We feel, that is to fay, that force
may, with the utmoft propriety, and with
the approbation of all mankind, be made
ufe of to conflrain us to obferve the rules
of the one, but not to follow the precepts
of the other. ' ;

~ We muft always, however, carefully dif-
tinguifh what is only blamable, or the pro-
per object of difapprobation, from what
force may be employed either to punith or
to prevent. That feems blamable which
falls thort of that ordinary degree of proper
beneficence which experience teaches us to
expe of every body; and on the con-
trary, that feems praife-worthy which goes
beyorid it. The ordinary degree itfelf
feem® neither blamable nor praife-worthy,
A father, a fon, a brother, who behaves to

the
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the correfpondent relation neither better
nor worfe than the greater part of men
commonly do, feems properly to deferve.
neither praife nor blame. He who fur-
prifes us by extraordinary and unexpected,
though ftill proper and fuitable kindnefs, or
on the contrary by extraordinary and un-
expeted, as well as unfuitable unkindnefs,
feems praife-worthy in the one cafe, and
blamable in the other.

Even thé moft ordinary degree of kind-
nefs or beneficence, however, cannot, among
equals, be extorted by force. Among equals
each individual is naturally, and antecedent
to the inflitution of civil government, re-
garded as having a right both to defend
himfelf from injuries, and to exa& a cer-
tain degree of punifhment for thofe which
have been done to him. Every generous
fpe&ator not only approves of his condut
when he does this, but enters fo far into
his fentiments as often to be willing to affift
him. When one man attacks, or robs, or
attempts to murder another, all the neigh-
bours take the alarm, and think that they

0 4 do
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do right when they run, either to revengg
the perfon who has been injured, or to de-
fend him who s in danger of being fo. But
when a father fails in the ordinary degree
of parental affeCtion towards a fon; when
a fon feems to want that filial reverence
which might be expe&ted to his father
when brothers are without the ufual de-
gree of brotherly affeQion; when a man
thuts his breait agamﬁ compaffion, and re-
fufes to relieve the mifery of his fellow-
creatures, when he can with the greatef}
eafe ; in all thefe cafes, though every body
blames the condut, nobody imagines that
thefe who might have reafon, perhaps, ta
expe& more kindnefs, have any right to
extort it by force. The fufferer can only
complain, and the fpc&ator can intermeddle
no other way than by advice and perfua-
fion. Upon all fuch occafions, for equals
" to ufe force againft one another, would be
thought the higheft degree of infolence and
prefumption.

A fuperior may, inde:e'd,r fOrnetriimes,h\{&'rith '
univerfal approbation, _pblige thofe under
’ his
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his jurifdition to behave, in this refpe,
with a certain degree of propriety to one
another, The laws of all civilized nations
oblige parents to maintain their children,
and children to maintain their parents, and
impofe upon men many other duties of be~
neficence. The civil magiftrate is entruft-
ed with the power not only of preferving
the public peace by reftraining injuftice,
but of promoting the profperity of the
commonwealth, by eftablifhing good dif+
cipline, and by dilcouraging every fort of
vice and impropriety ; he may prefcribe
rulzs, therefore, which not only prohibft
mutual injuries among fellow-citizens, but
command mutual good offices to a certain
degree. When the fovereign commands
what is merely indifferent, and what, ante-
cedent to his orders, might have been omit-
ted without any blame, it becomes not only
blamable but punifhable to difobey him,
When he commands, therefore, what, an-
tecedent to any fuch order, could not have
been omitted without the greateft blame, it
furely becomes much more punifhable to be
wanting in obedience, Of all the duties of -
alaw=
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a law-giver, however, this, perhaps, is
that which it requires the greateft delicacy
and referve to execute with propriety and
judgment, To negle& it altogether ex-
pofes the commonwealth to many grofs
diforders and fhocking enormities, and to
puth it too far is deftruétive of all liberty,
fecurity, and juftice,

Though the mere want of beneficence
feems to merit no punithment from equals,
the greater exertions of that virtue appear
to deferve the higheft reward. By being
productive of the greateft good, they are
the natural and approved obje&s of the
‘livelieft gratitude. Though the breach of
juftice, on the contrary, expofes to punifh-
ment, the obfervance of the rules of that
virtue feems fcarce to deferve any reward.
There is, no doubt, a propriety in the prac-
tice of juftice, and it merits, upon that ac-
count, all the approbation which is due to
propriety. But as it does no real pofitive
good, it is entitled to very little gratitude,
Mere juftice is, upon moft occafions, but a
negative virtue, and only hinders us from

' hurting
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~ hurting our neighbour. The man whe
barely abftains from violating either the
perfon, or the eftate, or the reputation of
his neighbours, has furely very little pofi-
tive merit. He fulfils, however, all the
rules of what is peculiarly called juftice, -
and does every thing which his equals can
with propriety force him to do, or which
they can punith him for not doing. We
may often fulfil all the rules of Ju{hce by
fitting flill and doing nothing.

As every man deth, fo {hajl it be done to |
him, and retaliation feems to be the great
law which is ditated to us by Nature. Be-
neficence and- generofity we think due to
the generous and beneficent. Thofe whofe
hearts never open to the feelings of huma-
nity, thould, we think, be fhut out in the
fame manner, from the affe&ions of all
their fellow-creatures, and be allowed to
live in the midft of fociety, as in a great
defert where there is nobody to care for
them, or to inquire after them. The vio-
lator of the laws of juftice ought to be made
to feel himfelf that evil which he has done

' to
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to another; and fince no regard to the
fufferings of his brethiren is capable of re-
ftraining him, he ought to be over-awed
by the fear of his own. The man who is
barely innocent, who only obferves the laws
of juftice with regard to others, and merely
abflains from hurting his neighbours, can
merit only that his neighbours in their
turn fhould refject his innocence, and that
the fame laws fhould be religioufly obferved
with regard to him,

-

CHAP IL

Of the fenfe of Juflice, of Remurfe, and of
the confiionfuefs of Merit.

THERE‘ can be no proper motive for
hurting our neighbour, there can be
no incitement to do evil to another, which
mankind will go along with, except juft in-
‘dignation for evil which that other hag
done to us.. To difturb his happinefs
merely becaufe it ftands in the way of our
own, to take from him what is of real ufe -

- to him merely becaufe it may be of equal
: or
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or of more ufe to us, or to indulge, in this
manner, at the expence of other people,
the natural preference which every man
has for his own happinefs above that of
other people, is what no impartial fpecta-
tor can go along with. Every man is, no
doubt, by nature, firft-and principally re-
commended to his own care; and as he is
fitter to take care of himfelf than of any
other perfon, it is fitand right that it {hould
be fo. Every man, therefore, is much more
deeply interefted in whatever immediately
concerns himfelf, than in what concerns any
other man: and to hear, perhaps, of the
death of another perfon, with whom we
have no particular connexion, will give us
lefs concern, will fpoil our ftomach, or
break our reft much lefs than' a very infig-
nificant difafter whith has befallen our-
felves. But though the ruin of our neigh-
bour may affe&t us much lefs than a very
fmall misfortune of our own, we muft not -
ruin him to prevent that {mall misfortune,
nor even to prevent our own ruin. We
muft, here, as in all other cafes, view our-
Telves not fo much according to that light

; in
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in which we may naturally appear to our+
felves, as according to that in which we
naturally appear to others. Though every
man may, according to the proverb, be the
whole world to himfelf, to the reft of man-
kind he is a moft infignificant part of it.
Though his own happinefs may be of more-
importance to'him than that of all the world
befides, to every other perfon it is of no
more confequence than that of any other
man., Though it may be true, therefore,
that every individual, in his own breaft,
naturally prefers himfelf to all mankind,
yet he dares not look mankind in the face,
and avow that he adls according to this
principle. He feels thatin this preference
‘they can never go along with him, and
that how natural foever it may be to him,
it muft always appear exceflive and extra-
vagant to them. When he views himfelf
in the light in which he is confcxous that
others will view him, he fees that to them
he is but one of the multitude in no refpect
better than any other in it. If he would
a& fo as that the impartial fpe@ator may

enter into the principles of his condud,
which
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which is what of all things he has the
greateft defire to do, he muft, upon this, as
upon all other occafions, humble the arro=-
gance of his felf-love, and bring it down to
fomething which other men can go along

-with. They will indulge it fo far as to

allow him to be more anxious about, and
to purfue with more earneft affiduity, his
own happinefs than that of any othér per-
fon. Thus far, whenever they place them-
felves in his fituation, they will readily go
along with him. In the race for wealth,
and honours, and preferments, he may run
as hard as he can, and ftrain every nerve
and every mufcle, in order to outftrip all
his competitors. But if he fhould juflle,
or throw down any of them, the indul-
gence of the fpectators is entirely at an end.
It is a violation of fair play, which they
cannot admit of. This man is to them, in
every refpe, as good as he : they do nat
enter into that felf-love by which he pre-
fers himfelf fo much to this other, and
cannot go along with the motive from
which he hurt him. They readily, there-
fore, fympathize with the natural refent-

aent of the injured, and the offender be-

comes
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comes the objet of their hatred and indig=
nation. He is fenfible that he becomes fo,
and fecls that thofe fentiments are ready to
burft out from all fides againft him.

As the greater and more irreparable the
evil that 1s done, the refentment of the fuf-
ferer runs naturally the higher; fo does
likewife the fympathetic indignation of the
fpeator, as well as the fenfe of guilt in
the agent. Death is the greateft evil which
one man can infli& upon another, and ex-
cites the higheft degree of refentment in
thofe who are immediately connected with
the flain. Murder, therefore, is the moft
atrocious of all crimes which affe® indivi-
duals only, in the fight both of mankind,
and of the perfon who has committed it.
To be deprived of that which we are pof-
fefled of, is a greater evil than to be difap-
pointed of what we have only the expe&ta-
tion. Breach of property, therefore, theft and
robbery, which take from us what we are
poflefled of, are greater crimes than breach of
contrad, which only difappoints us of what
we expefted. The moftfacred laws of juftice,
therefore, thofe whofe violation feems to
' “ call
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call loudeft for vengeance and punithment,
are the laws which guard the life and per-
fon of our neighbour; the next are thofe
which guard his property and poffeffions ;
and laft of all come thofe which guard
what are called his perfonal rights, or what
is due to him from the promifes of others.
The violator of the more facred laws of
Jjuftice can never refle&® on the fentiments
which mankind muft entertain with re-
gard to him, without feeling all the agonies
of fhame, and horror, and confternation.
When his paffion is gratified, and he begins
coolly to refle& on his paft condué, he can
enter into none of the motives which in-
fluenced it. They appéar now as deteft-
able to him as they did always to other
people. By fympathizing with the hatred
and abhorrence which other men muft en-
tertain for him, he becomes in fome mea-
fure the obje& of his own hatred and ab-
horrence. The fituation of the perfon,
who fuffered by his injuftice, now calls up-
on his pity. He is grieved at the thought
of it; regrets- the unhappy effeés of his
~ VOL. L. P own
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own condu, and feels at the fame time
that they have rendered him the proper
object of the refentment and indignation
of mankind, and of what is the natural
confequence of refentment, vengeance and
punifhment. The thought of this perpe-
tually haunts him, and fills him with terror
and amazement. He dares no longer look
fociety in the face, but imagines himfelf as
it were rejected, and thrown out from the
affe@ions of all mankind. He cannot hope
- for the confolation of fympathy in this his
greateft and moft dreadful diftrefs. The
remembrance of his crimes has thut out all
fellow-feeling with him from the hearts of
his fellow-creatures. The fentiments which
. they enteriain with regard to him, are the

very thing which he is moft afraid of.-

Every thmg feems hotftile, and he would be
glad to fly to fome inhofpitable defert,
where he might never more behold the face
of a human creature, nor read in the coun-
tenance of mankind the condemnation of
his crimes. But folitude is ftill more dread-
ful than fociety. His own thoughts can
prefent him with nothmg but what is black,

4 unfor=-
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unfortunate, and difaftrous, the melanchol);
forebodings of incomprehenfible mifery and
ruin. The horror of folitude drives him
back into fociety, and he comes again into
the prefence of mankind, aftonifhed to ap-
pear before them, loaded with fhame and .
diftracted with fear, in order to fupplicate
fome little protetion from the countenance
of thofe very judges, who he knows have
already all unanimoufly condemned him.
Such is the nature of that fentiment, which
is properly called remorfe ; of all the fenti~
ments which can enter the human breaft

‘the moft dreadful. It is made up of thame

from the fenfe of the impropriety of pait
condu&; of grief for the effeés of it; of
pity for thofe who fuffer by it; and of the

dread and térror of punithment from the

confcioufnefs of the juftly provoked refent-

ment of all rational creatures.

"The oppofite behaviour naturally infpires.
the oppofite fentiment. ‘The man who,
not from frivolous fancy, but from proper
motives, has performed a generous adtion,
when he looks forward to thofe whom he

P2 has
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has ferved, feels himfelf to be the natural
obje& of their love and gratitude, and, by
fympathy with them, of the efteem and
approbation of all mankind. And when
he looks backward to the motive from
which he a&ed, and furveys it in the light
in which the indifferent {pectator will fur-
vey it, he ftill continues to enter into it,
and applauds himfelf by fympathy with the
approbation of this fuppofed impartial judge.
. In both thefe points of view his own con-
du& appears to him every way agreeable.
His mind, at the thought of it, is filled
with cheerfulnefs, ferenity, and compofure.
He is in friendfhip and harmony with all
mankind, and looks upon his- fellow-crea-
tures with confidence and benevolent fatif-
fa&tion, fecure that he has rendered him-
felf worthy of their moft favourable re-
gards. In the combination of all thefe
fentiments confifts the confcioufniefs of me-
rit, ar of deferved reward.
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CHAP IL
Of the utility of this conflitution of Nature.

l'r is thus that man, who can fubfift only
" in fociety, was fitted by nature to that

" {ituation for which he was made.” All the

members of human fociety fand in need of
each others affiftance, and are likewife ex-
pofed to mutual injuries. Where the ne~
ceffary affiftance is reciprocally afforded
from love, from gratitude, from friendthip,
and efteem, the fociety flourithes and is

“happy. All the different members of it

are bound 'together by the agreeable bands
of love and affe@ion, and are, as it were,
drawn to one common centre of mutual
good offices.

But though the neceffary affiftance thould

‘not be afforded from fuch generous and dif-

jnterefted motives, though among the dif-
P3 ferent
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ferent’ members of the fociety there thould
. be no mutual love and affe@ion, the fociety,
though lefs happy and agreeable, will not
neceflarily be diffolved. Society may fub-
fift among different men, as among differ-
ent merchants, from a fenfe of its utility,
without any mutual love or affeGtion; and
though no man in it fhould owe any obli-
gation, or be bound in gratitude to any
other, it may ftill be upheld by a mercenary
exchange of good offices according to an
agreed valuation.

Society, however, cannot fubfift among
thofe who are at all times ready to hurt -
and injure one another, The moment that
injury begins, the moment that mutual re-
fentinent and animofity take place, all the
bands of it are broke afunder, and the dif-
ferent members of which it confifted are, as
it were, diffipated and fcattered abroad by
the violence and oppofition of their difcord-
ant affeGions. If there is any fociety
among robbers and murderers, they muft
at leaft, according to the trite obfervation,
abftain from robbing and murdering one

' - another.
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another. Beneficence, therefore, is lefs ef-
fential to the exiftence of fociety than juf-
tice. Society may fubfift, though not in
the moft comfortable ftate, without benefi-
cence ; but the prevalence of injuftice muﬁ
utterly deftroy it.

Though Nature, therefore, exhorts man-
kind to a&s of beneficence, by the pléafing
confcioufnefs of deferved reward, fhe has -
not thought it neceffary to guard and en-
force the practice of it by the terrors of me-
rited punithment in cafe it fhould be ne-
gle&ted. It is the ornament which embel-
lithes, not the foundation which fupports
the bul,ldmg, and which it was, therefore,
fufficiént to recommend, but by no means
neceﬂ'ary to nnpofe Juftice, on the con~
trary, is the main pillar that upholds the
whole edifice. If it is removed, the great,
the immenfe fabric of human {ociety, that
fabric which to raife and fupport feems in
this world, if I may fay fo, to have been
. the peculiar and darling care of Nature,
muft in a moment crumble into atoms. In
order to enforce the obfervation of juftice,

P 4 ~therefore,
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therefore, Nature has implanted in the hu-
man breaft that confcioufnefs of ill-defert,

thofe terrors of merited punifhment which
attend upon its violation, as the great fafe-
guards of the aflociation of mankind, to
prote& the weak, to curb- the violent, and
to chaftife the guilty, Men, though natu-
rally fympathetic, feel fo little for another,
with whom they have no particular con-
nexion, in comparifon of what they feel for
~themfelves; the mifery of one, who is
- merely their fellow-creature, is of fo little
importance to them in comparifon even of
a {mall conveniency of their own; they
have it fo much in their power to hurt him,
and may have fo many temptations to do
fo, that if this principle did not ftand up
within them in his defence, and overawe
them into a refpe¢t for his innocence, they
would, like wild beafts, be at all times
ready to fly upon him; and a man would
enter an affembly of men as he enters a den
of lions.

In every part of the univerfe we obferve
means adjufted with the niceft artifice to
: the
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the ends which they are intended to pro-
duce ; and in the mechanifm of a plant, or
ammal body, admire how every thing is
contrived for advancing the two great pur-
pofes of nature, the fupport of the indivi-
dual, and the propagation of the fpecies.
But in thefe, and in all fuch objects, we ftill
diftinguifh the efficient from the final caufe
of their feveral motions and organizations. -
The digeftion of the food, the circulation of
the blood, and the fecretion of the fe-
veral juices which are drawn from it, are
operations all of them neceffary for the
great purpofes of animal life. Yet we ne-
ver endeavour to account for them from
thofe purpofes as from their efficient caufes, -
nor imagine that the blood circulates, or
that the food digefts of its own accord, and
with a view or intention to the purpofes of
circulation or digeftion. The wheels of the
watch are all admirably adjufted to the end
for which it was made, the pointing of the

hour. All their various motions confpire

in the niceft manner to produce this effe@.
If they were endowed with a defire and
intention to produce it, they could not do

it
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it better, Yet we never afcribe any fuch
defire or intention to them, but to the
watch-maker, and we know that they are
put into motion by a {pring, which intends
the effe¢t it produces as little as they do.
But though, in accounting for the opera-
tions of bodies, we never fail to diftinguith
in this manner the efficient from the final
caufe, in accounting for thofe of the mind
we are very apt to confound thefe two dif-
ferent things with one another. 'When by
natural principles we are led to advance
thofe ends, which a refined and enlightened
reafon would recommend to us, we are
very apt to impute to that reafon, as to -
their efficient caufe, the fentiments and ac-
tions by which we advance thofe ends, and
to 1mag1ne that to be the wifdom of man,
which in reality is the wifdom of God.
Upon a fuperficial view, this caufe feems
fufficient to produce the effe¢ts which are
afcribed to it; and the fyftem of human
nature feems to be more fimple and agree-
able when all its different operations are

in this manner deduced from a ﬁngle
principle.

As
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As fociety cannot fubfift unlefs the laws '
of juftice are tolerably obferved, as no focial
intercourfe can take place among men who
do not generally abftain from injuring one
another; the confideration of this neceflity,
it has been thought, was the ground upon
which we approved of the enforcement of
the laws of juftice by the punifhment of
thofe who violated them. Man, it has
been faid, has a natural love for fociety, and
defires that the union of mankind fhould be

~ preferved for its own fake, and though he

himfelf was to derive no benefit from it.

"The orderly and flourithing ftate of fociety

is agreeable to him, and he takes delight in
contemplating it. Its diforder and confu-
fion, on the contrary, is the obje& of his
averfion, and he is chagrined at whatever
tends to produce it. He is fenfible too that
his own intereft is conneted with the pro-
{perity of fociety, and that the happinefs,
perhaps the prefervation of his exiftence,
depends upon its prefervation. Upon every
account, therefore, he has an -abhorrence at
whatever can tend to deftroy fociety, and is
willing to make ufe of every means, which

can
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can hinder fo hated and fo dreadful an
event. Injuftice neceffarily tends to de-
firoy it. Every appearance of injuftice,
therefore, alarms him, and he runs, if I
may fay fo, to ftop the progrefs of what, if
allowed to go on, would quickly put an
_end to every thing that is dear to him. If
he cannot reftrain it by gentle and fair
means, he muft bear it down by force and

violence, and ‘at any rate muft put a ftop

to its further progrefs.. Hence it is, they
fay, that he often approves of the enforce-

- ment of the laws of juftice even by the ca-
pital punifhment of thofe who violate them.
The difturber of the public peace is hereby
removed out of the world, and others are
terrified by his fate from imitating his ex-
ample. :

Such is the account commonly given of
our approbation of the punithment of in-
juftice. And fo far this account is un-
doubtedly true, that we frequently have oc-
cafion to confirm our natural fenfe of the
propriety and fitnefs of punithment, by
refleting how neceflary it is for preferving

thg
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the order of foc1ety When the guilty is
about to fuffer that juft retaliation, which
the natural indignation of mankind tells
them is due to his crimes; when the info-
lence of his injuftice is broken and hum-
bled by the terror of his approaching pu-
nithment ; when he ceafes to be an object.
of fear, with the generous and humane he
begins to be an object of pity. The thought

of what he is about to fuffer extinguithes

their refentment for the fufferings of others
to which he has given occafion. They
are difpofed to pardon and forgive him,
and to fave him from that punifthment,
which in all their cool hours they had con-
fidered as the retribution due to fuch crimes.
Here, therefore, they have occafion to call
to their affiftance the confideration of the
general intereft of fociety. They counter-
Balance the impulfe of this weak and partial -
humanity by the diGates of a humanity
that is more generous and comprehenfive,
They refle¢t that mercy to the guilty is
cruelty to the innocent, and oppofe to the
emotions of compaflion which they feel for
a par-
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a particular perfon, a more enlarged com-
paflion which they feel for mankind.

Sometimes too we have occafion to de-
fend the propriety of obferving the general
rules of juftice by the confideration of their
neceffity to the fupport of fociety. We fre-
quently hear the young and the licentious
ridiculing the moft facred rules of morality,
and profefling, fometimes from the corrup-
tion, but more frequently from the vanity
of their hearts, the meft abominable max-
ims of condu&. Our indignation roufes,
and we are eager to refute and expofe fuch
deteftable principles. But though it is
their intrinfic hatefulnefs and deteftablenefs,

. which originally inflames us againft them,

we are unwilling to affign this as the fole
reafon why we condemn them, or to pre-
tend that it is merely becaufe we ourfelves
hate and deteft them. The reafon, we
think, would not appear to be conclufive.
Yet why fhould it not; if we hate and
deteft them becaufe they are the natural
and proper objeéts of hatred and detefta-

tion?
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tion? But when we are afked why we

fhould not a& in fuch or fuch a manner,
the very queftion feems to fuppofe that, to
thofe who afk it, this manner of a&ting does
not appear to be for its owh fake the na-
tural and proper obje& of thofe fentiments.
‘We muft thow them, therefore, that it
ought to be fo for the fake of fomething
elfe. Upon this account we generally caft
about for other arguments, and the confi-
deration which firft occurs to us, is the dif-
order and confufion of fociety which would
refult from the univerfal prevalence of fuch
pradices. We feldom fail, therefore, to in-
fift upon this topic.

But though it commonly requires no
great difcernment to fee the deftrudtive
tendency of all licentious pradices to the
welfare of fociety, it is feldom this confi-
deration which firft animates us againft
them. All men, even the moft ftupid and
unthinking, abhor fraud, perfidy, and in-
juftice, and delight to fee them punifhed.
But few men have refle@ted upon the ne-
ceflity of juftice to the exiftence of fociety,

. how
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how obvious foever that neceffity may ap-
pear to be.

That it is not a regard to the preferva-
tion of fociety, which originally interefts us
in the punithment of crimes committed
againft individuals, may be demontftrated by
many obvious confiderations. The con-
cern which we take in the fortune and
happinefs of individuals does not, in com-
mon cafes, arife from that which we take
in the fortune and happinefs of fociety.
‘We are no more concerned for the deftruc-
tion or lofs of a fingle man, becaufe this
man is a member or part of fociety, and
becaufe we fhould be. concerned for the
deftru&ion of fociety, than we are concern-
ed for the lofs of a fingle guinea, becaufe
this guinea is a part of a thoufand guineas,
and becaufe we fthould be concerned for the
lofs of the whole fum. In neither cafe
does our regard for the individuals arife -
from our regard for the multitude : but in
both cafes our regard for the multitude is
compounded and made up of the particular
regards which we feel for the different in-

dividuals
ol
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dividuals of which it is compofed. As
~when a fmall fum is unjuftly taken from us,
we do not fo much profecute the injury
from a regard to the prefervation of our
whole fortune, as from a regard to that
particular fum which we have loft; fo
when a fingle man is injured, or deftroyed,
we demand the punithment of the wrong
that has been done to him, not fo much
from a concern for the general intereft of
{ociety, as from a concern for that very
individual who has been injured. Itis to
be obferved, however, that this concern
does not neceflarily include in it any de-
gree of thofe exquifite fentiments which
are commonly called love, efteem, and af-
fection, and by which we diftinguith our
particular friends and acquaintance. The
concern which is requifite for this, is no
more than the general fellow-feeling which
we have with every man merely becaufe he
is our fellow-creature. 'We enter into the
refentment even of an odious perfon, when
he is injured by thofe to whom he has
given no provocation. Our difapprobation
of his ordinary chara&er and condu¢t does
YOL. L Q not
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" not in this cafe altogether prevent our fels
low-feeling with his natural indignation ;
though with thofe who are not either ex~
tremely candid, or who have not been ac-
cuftomed to corre&t and regulate their na=-
tural fentiments by general rules, it is very
apt to damp it. '

Upon fome occafions, indeed, we both

punith and approve of punithment, merely

from a view to the general intereft of fo-
ciety, which, we imagine, cannot otherwife
be fecured. Of this kind are all the punifh-
ments infliGted for breaches of what is call-
ed either civil pclice, or military difcipline.
Such crimes do not immediately or direcly
hurt any particular perfon; but their re-
mote confequences, it is fuppofed, do pro-
duce, or might produce, either a confider-
able inconveniency, or a-great diforder in

the fociety, A centinel, for example, who

falls afleep upon his watch, fuffers death
by the laws of war, becaufe fuch carelefinefs
might endanger the whole army. ‘This
feverity may, upon many occafions, appear
fieceflary, and, for that reafon, juft and pro-
R per,
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per. When the prefervation of an indivi-
dual is inconfiftent with the fafety of a mul-
titude, nothing can be more juft than that -
the many thould be preferred to the one,
Yet this punithment, how neceflary foever,
always appears to be exceffively fevere,
The natural atrocity of the crime fecms to
be fo little, and the punithment fo great,

that it is with great difficulty that our heart

can reconcile itfelf to it. Though fuch
careleflnefs appears very blamable, yet the

thought of this crime does not naturally

excite any fuch refentment, as would prompt
usto take fuch dreadful revenge. A man
of humanity muft recolle® himfelf, muft

make an effort, and exert his whole firm-

himfelf either to inflit it, or to go along
with it when it is inflicted by others. It
is not, however, in this manner, that he

“looks upon the juft punithment of an un-

grateful murderer or parricide. His heart,
in this cafe, applauds with ardour, and even
with tranfport, -the juft retaliation which
{feems due to fuch deteftable crimes, and
which, if, by any accident, they fhould

Q2 ' happen .
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happen to efcape, he would be highly en-
raged and difappointed. The very differ-
ent f{entiments with which the fpetator

views thofe different punifhments, is a

proof that his approbation of the one is
far from being founded upon the fame
principles with that of the other. He looks
upon the centinel as an unfortunate vi&tim,

who, indeed, muft, and ought to be, de- -

voted to the fafety of numbers, but whom

fiill, in his heart, he would be glad to fave;
“and he is only forry, that the intereft of the

many fhould oppofe it. But if the murderer

fthould efcape from punifhment, it would

excite his higheft indignation, and he would
- call upon God to avenge, in another world,
that crime which the injuftice of mankind
had negle@ed to chaftife upon earth,

For it well deferves to be taken notice of,
“that we are fo far from imagining that in-
juftice ought to be punithed in this life,
" merely on account of the order of fociety,
“which cannot otherwife be maintained, that

Nature teaches us to hope, and religion,

we fuppofe, authorifes us to exped, that it
' | will
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will be punifhed, even in a life to come.
Our fenfe of its ill defert purfues it, if I
may fay fo, even beyond the grave, though
the example of its punithment there cannot
ferve to deter the reft of mankind, who fee
it not, who know it not, from being guilty
of the like pra@ices here. The juftice of
God, however, we think, ftill requires, that
he thould hereafter avenge the injuries of
the widow and the fatherlefs, who are here
fo often infulted with impunity. In every
religion, and in every fuperftition that the
world has ever beheld, accordingly, there
has been a Tartarus as well as an Elyfium ; -
a place provided for the punithment of the
wicked, as well as one for the reward of

~ the juft.

Q3
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SECTION IIL

Of the Influence of Fortune upon the Senti-
ments of Mankind, with regard to the
Merit or Demerit of A&ions.

INTRODUCTION.

WHATEVER praife or blame can be
due to any a&ion, muft belong
cither, firft, to the intention or affeGion of
the heart, from which it proceeds ; or, fe-
condly, to the external a&ion or move-
ment of the body, which this affeGion
gives occafion to ; or, laftly, to the good or
bad confequences, which a&ually, and in
fa&, proceed from it. Thefe three differ-
ent things conftitute the whole nature and
circumftances of the a&ion, and muft be
the foundation of whatever quality can be-

long to it.
That
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That the two laft of thefe three circum-
ftances cannot be the foundation of any
praife ot blame; is abundantly evident ; nor
has the contrary ever been afferted by any
body. The external a&tion or movement
of the body is often the fame in the
moft innocent and in the moft blame-
able a&tions. He who fhoots a bird,
and he who fhoots 2 man, both of them
perform the fame external movement: each
of them draws the trigger of a gun. The
confequences which actually, and in fa&,
happen to proceed from any adtion, are,
if poffible, ftill more indifferent either to
praife or blame, than even the external
movement of the body. As they depend,
not upon the agent, but upon fortune, they
cannot be the proper foundation for any
fentiment, of which his chara&er and con-
du are the objeéts.

The only confequences for which he can
be anfwerable, or by which he can deferve
either approbation or difapprobation of any
kind, are thofe which were fomeway or

Q4 - other
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other intended, or thofe which, at leaft,

fthow fome agreeable or difagreeable quality

in the intention of the heart, from which he

a&ed. To the intention or .affe@ion of

the heart, therefore, to the propriety or im-

propriety, to the beneficence or hurtfulnefs

of the defign, all praife or blame, all appro-

bation or difapprobation, of any kind,
which can juftly be beftowed upon any

altion, muft ultimately belong.

When this maxim is thus propofed, in
abftra& and general terms, there is nobody
who does not agree to it. Its felf-evident
juftice is acknowledged by all the world,
and there is not a diflenting voice among
all mankind. Every body allows, that how
different foever the accidental, the unin-
tended and unforefeen confequences of dif-
ferent altions, yet, if the intentions or af-
fe&ions from which they arofe were, on
the one hand, equally proper and equally
beneficent, or, on the other, equally im=
proper and equally malevolent, the merit
or demerit of the actions is ftill ‘the

' fame,
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fame, and the agent is equally the fuit-

able obje& either of gratitude or of refent-
ment. |

But how well foever we may feem to be
perfuaded of the truth of this equitable
maxim, when we confider it after this man-
ner, in abftra&, yet when we come to par-
ticular cafes, the acual confequences which
happen to proceed from any a&tion, have a
very great effe upon our fentiments con-
cerning its merit or demerit, and almoft al-
ways either enhance or diminith our fenfe
of both. Scarce, in any one inftance, per-
haps, will our fentiments be found, after
examination, to be entirely regulated by
this rule, which we all acknowledge ought
entirely to regulate them.

This irregularity of fentiment, which
ever body feels, which fcarce any body is
fufficiently aware of, and which nobody is
willing to acknowledge, I proceed now to
explain ; and I {hall confider, firft, the caufe
which gives occafion to it, or the mecha-
nifm by which nature produces it; fecondly,

the
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the extent of its influence ; and, laft of all,
the end which it anfwers, or the purpofe
which the Author of nature feems to have
intended by it. '

CHAP 1
Of the caufes of this Influence of Fortund,

THE caufes of pain and pleafure, what=
4 ever they are, or however they ope-
rate, feem to be the objecs, which, in all
animals, immediately excite thofe two paf-
fions of gratitude and refentment. They
are excited by inanimated, as well as by
animated obje&s. We are angry, for a
moment, even at the ftone that hurtsus. A
child beats it, a dog barks at it, a choleric
man is apt to curfe it. The leaft refleGtion,
indeed, corre@s this fentiment, and we
foon become fenfible, that what has no feel«
ing is a very improper object of revenge.
When the mifchief, however, is very great,
the obje&t which caufed it becomes difa~-
greeable to us ever after, and we take

pleafure
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pleafure to burn or deftroy it.  We fhould
treat, ifi this manner, the inftrument which
had accidentally beerl the caufe of the
death of a friend, and we fhould often
think ourfelves guilty of a fort of inhu-
manity, if we neglected to vent this abfurd
fort of vengeance upon it.

We conceive, in the fame manner, a fort
of gratitude fot thofe inanimated objects,
which have been the caufes of great, or fre-
quent pleafure to us. The failor, who, as
foon as he got athore, fhould mend his fire
with the plank upon which he had juft
éfcaped from a thipwreck, would feem to
be guilty of an uunatural adtion. We
fhould expe that he would rather preferve
it with care and affe@ion, as a monument
that was, in fome meafure, dear to him. A
man grows fond of a fnuff-box, of a pen=
knife, of a ftaff which he has long made’
ufe of, and conceives fomething like a real
love and affe@ion for them. If he breaks
or lofes them, he is vexed out of all propor-
tion to the value of the damage. The
houfe which we have long lived in, the

5 tree,
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tree, whofe verdure and fhade we have long
enjoyed, are both looked upon with a fort
of refpect that feems due to fuch benefac-

tors. 'The decay of the one, or the ruin of -

the other, affe@s us with a kind of melan-
choly, though we fhould fuftain no lofs by
it. The Dryads and the Lares of the an-
cients, a fort of genii of trees and houfes,
were probably firft fuggefted by this fort of
affeGion, which the authors of thofe fuper-
ftitions felt for fuch objedls, and which
feemed unreafonable, if there was nothing
animated about them.

But, before any thing can be the proper

obje& of gratitude “or refentment, it muft

not only be the caufe of pleafure or pain, it
muft likewife be capable of feeling them.
Without this other quality, thofe paffions
cannot vent themfelves with any fort of fa-
tisfaltion upon it.  As they are excited by
the caufes of pleafure and pain, fo their
gratification confifts in retaliating thofe fen-
fations upon what gave occafion to them ;
which it is to no purpofe to attempt upon
what has no fenfibility, Animals, there-

- fore,
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fore, are lefs improper objects of gratitude
-and refentment than inanimated objedts.
The dog that bites, the ox that gores, are
“both of them punithed. If they have been
the caufes of the death of any perfon, nei-
ther the public, nor the relations of the
{lain, can be fatisfied, unlefs they are put to
death in their turn: nor is this merely for
the fecurity of the living, but, in fome
mealfure, to revenge the injury of the dead.
Thofe animals, on the contrary, that have
been remarkably ferviceable to their mafters,
become the objets of a very lively grati-
tude. We are fhocked at the brutality of
that officer, mentioned in the Turkifh Spy,
who ftabbed the horfe that had carried him
‘acrofs an arm of the fea, left that animal
fhould afterwards diftinguith fome other
perfon by a fimilar adventure..

But, though animals are not only the
caufes of pleafure and pain, but are alfo
capable of feeling thofe fenfations, they are
‘ftill far from being complete and perfect
objells, either of gratitude or refentment;
and thofe pailions flill feel, that there is

fomething



238 Of Mer1T and Demerir.  PartII.

fomething wanting to their entire gratifica-
tion, What gratitude chiefly defires, is not
only to make the benefactor feel pleafure
in his turn, but to make him confcious that
he meets with this reward on account of
-his paft condud, to make him pleafed with
that condu&, and to fatisfy him that the
perfon upon whom he beftowed his good
offices was not unworthy of them. What
amoft of all charms us in our benefactor, is
the .concord between his {fentiments and our
own, with regard to what interefis us fo
mearly as the worth of our own chara@er,
and the efteem that is due to us. We are
delighted to find a perfon who values us as
we value ourfelves, and diftinguithes us
from the reft.of mankind, with an attention
not unlike that with which we diftinguifh
ourfelves. To maintain in him thefe agree-
able and flattering fentiments, is one of the
chief ends propofed by the returns we are
difpofed to make to him. A generous
‘mind often difdains .the ‘interefted thought
of extorting .new favours from its benefac-
tor, by what may be called the importu-
nities of its gratitude. But to.preferve and

to
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to increafe his efteem, is an intereft which
the greateft mind does not think unworthy
of its attention. And this is the founda-
tion of what I formerly obferved, that when
we «cannot enter into the motives of our
benefator, when his condu& and chara&er
appear unworthy of our approbation, let his
fervices have been ever fo great, our grati-
tude is always fenfibly diminifhed. We are
lefs Battered by the diftin&ion; -and to
preferve the efteem of fo weak, or fo worth-
lefs a patron, feems to be an objeét which
does .not deferve to be purfued for its own

fake,

The obje&, on the contrary, which re-
fentment is chiefly intent upon, is not fo
much to make our enemy feel -pain in -his
turn, asto make him confcious that he feels
it upon account. of his paft condu&, to make
him repent of that condu&, and to make

- him fenfible, -that the perfon whom he in-

jured did -not deferve to be treated in that
manner. - “What chiefly enrages -us againft
the man who injures or infults-us, -is-the

little
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little account which he feems to make of us,
the unreafonable preference which he gives
to himfelf above us, and that abfurd felf~
love, by which he feems to imagine, that
other people may be facrificed at any time,
to hig conveniency or his humour. The
glaring impropriety of this condu&, the
grofs infolence and injuftice which it {feems
“to involve in it, often fhock and exafperate
us more than all the milchief which we
have fuffered. To bring him back to a .
more juft fenfe of what is due to other
people, to make him fenfible of what he
owes us, and of the wrong that he has done
to us, is frequently the principal end pro-
pofed in our revenge, which is always im-
- perfe& when it cannot accomplith this
When our enemy appears to have done us
no injury, when we are fenfible that he
a&ed quite properly, that, in his fituation,
we fhould have done the fame thing, and
that we deferved from him all the mifchief
we met with ; in that cafe, if we have the
leaft fpark either of candour or juftice, we
can entertain no fort of refentment.

Before
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Before any thing, therefore, can be the
complete and proper obje&, either of gra+
titude or refentment, it muft poflefs three
different qualifications.  Firft, it muft be
the caufe of pleafure in the one cafe, and of
pain in the other.  Secondly, it muft be
capable of feeling thofe fenfations. * And;
thirdly, it muft not only have produced thofe
fenfations, but it muft have produced them

~ from'defign, and from a defign that is ap-=

proved of in the one cafe, and difapproved
of in the other. Itis by the firft qualifi-
cation, that any object is capable of exciting
thofe paffions : it is by the fecond, that it
is in any refpe& capable of gratifying them:
the third qualification is not only neceflary
for their complete fatisfaction, but as it
gives a pleafure or pain that is both exqui-
fite and peculiar, it is likewife an additional
exciting caufe of thofe paflions. :

As what givés pleafure or pain, therefore,
either in one way or another, is the fole ex-
citing caufe of gratitude and refentment;
though the intentions of any perfon fhould
be ever fo proper and beneficent, on the

YOL. I. R one
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one hand, or ever fo improper and male-
volent on the other; yet, if he has failed
in producing either the good or the evil
which he intended, as one of the exciting
caufes is wanting in both cafes, lefs grati-
tude feems due to him in the one, and lefs
refentment in the other. And, on the con-
trary, though in the intentions of any per-
fon, there was either no laudable degree of -
benevolence on the one hand, or no blame-
able degree of malice on the other; yet, if
his acions fhould produce either great goad
or great evil, as one of the exciting caufes
takes place upon both thefe occafions, fome
gratitude is apt to arife towards him in the
one, and fome refentment in the other. A
thadow of merit feems to fall upon him in
the firft, a thadow of demerit in the fecond.
And, as the confequences of attions are al-
together under the empire of Fortune, hence
~ arifes her influence upon the fentiments of
mankind with regard to meritand demerit.
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CHAP IL

Of the extent of this Influence of Fortune.

HE effe@ of this influence of fortune

is, firft, to diminith our fenfe of the
merit or demerit of thofe a@ions which
arofe from the moft laudable or blamable
intentions, when they fail of producing
their propofed effets: and, fecondly, to
increafe our fenfe. of the merit or demerit
of a&ions, beyond what is due to the mo-
tives or affeGions from which they pro-
ceed, when they accidentally give occafion
either to extraordinary pleafure or pain.

1. Firft, I fay, though the intentions of
any perfon fhould be ever fo proper and bes
neficent, on the one hand, or ever fo im-
proper and malevolent, on the other, yet, if
they fail in producing their effe@s, his
merit feems imperfe in the one cafe, and

R 2 his
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his demerit incomplete in the other. Nor
is this irregularity of fentiment felt only by
thofe who are immediately affeGted by the
confequences of any a&ion. It is felt, in
fome meafure, even by the impartial {peta-
tor. The man who folicits an office for
another, without obtaining it, is regarded
as his friend, and feems to deferve his love
and affe@ion. But the man who not only
folicits, but procures it, is more peculiarly
confidered as his patron and benefator,
and is entitled to his refpe& and gratitude.
The perfon obliged, we are apt to think,
may, with fome juftice, imagine himfelf on
a level with the firft : but we cannot enter
into his fentiments, if he does not feel him-
felf inferior to the fecond. It is common
indeed to fay, that we are equally obliged
to the man who has endeavoured to ferve
us, as to him who aftually did fo. Itis
the fpeech which we conftantly make upon
every unfuccefsful attempt of this kind; but
which, like all other fine fpeeches, muft be
underftood with a grain of allowance. The
fentiments which a man of generofity en-
tertains for the friend who fails, may often

' indeed
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indeed be nearly the fame with thofe which
he conceives for him who fucceeds: and
the more generous he is, the more nedrly
will thofe fentiments approach to an exa&k
level. With the truly generous, to be be-
loved, to be efteemed by thofe whom they
themfelves think worthy of efteem, gives
more pleafure, and thereby excites more
gratitude, than all the advantages which
they can ever expet from thofe fenti-
ments. When they lofe thofe advantages
therefore, they feem to lofe but a trifle,
which is Icarce worth regarding. They
ftill however lofe fomething. Their plea-
fure therefore, and confequently their gra-
titude, is not perfe@tly complete: and ac-
cordingly if, between the friend who fails
and the friend who fucceeds, all other cir-
cumftances are equal, there will, even in
the nobleft .and the belt mind, be fome
little difference of affection in favour of
him who fucceeds. Nay, fo unjuft are
mankind in this refpe, that though the
intended benefit thould be procured, yet if

it is not procured by the means of a parti-
R 3 cular
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cular benefator, they are apt to think that
lefs gratitude is due to the man, who with
the beft intentions in the world could do
no more than help it a little forward. As
their gratitude is in this cafe divided among
the different perfons who contributed to
their pleafure, a fmaller thare of it feems
due to any one. Such a perfon, we hear
men commonly fay, intended no doubt to
ferve us; and we really believe exerted
himfelf to the utmoft of his abilities for that
purpofe. 'We are not, however, obliged
to him for this benefit; fince, had it not
been for the concurrence of others, all that
he could have done would never have
brought it about. ‘This confideration, they
imagine, fhould, even in the eyes of the im-
partial fpetator, diminifh the debt which
they owe to him. The perfon himfelf who
has unfuccefsfully endeavoured to confer a
benefit, has by no means the fame depend-
ency upon the gratitude of the man whom
'he meant to oblige, nor the fame fenfe of
his own merit towards him, which he would
have had in the cafe of fuccefs.
Even
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Even the merit of talents and abilities
which fome accident has hindered from
producing their effels, feems in fome mea~
fure imperfe&, even to thofe who are fully
convinced of their capacity to produce
them. The general who has been hindered -
by the envy of minifters from gaining fome
great advantage over the enemies of his
country, regrets the lofs of the opportunity
for ever after. Nor is it only upon account

of the public that he regrets it. He laments

that he was hindered from performing an
action which would have added a new
luftre to_his charater in his own eyes, as
well as in thofe of every other perfon. It
fatisfies neither himfelf nor others to refle

_ that the plan or defign was all that depend-

ed on him, that no greater capacity was re-

" quired to execute itthan what was neceffary

to concert it: that he was allowed to be
every way capable of executing it, and that
had he been permitted to go on, fuccefs was
infallible. He flill did not execute it; and
though he might deferve all the approba-
tion which is due to a magnanimous and
great defign, he ftill wanted the a&ual me-

R 4 rit
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rit of having performed a great a&tion. To
take the management of any affair of public
concern from the man who has almoft
brought it to a conclufion, is regarded as
the moft invidious injuftice. As he had
done fo much, he thould, we think, have
_ been allowed to acquire the complete merit
of putting an end to it. It was objected to

Pompey, that he came in upon the victories

of Lucullus, and gathered. thofe laurels

which were due to the fortune and valour

of another. The glory of Lucullus, it

feems, was lefs complete even in the opi-

nion of his own friends, when he was not

permitted to finifh that conqueft which his

condu& and courage had put in the power

of almoft any man to finith. It mortifies

an archite&t when his plans are either not

executed at all, or when they are fo far al-

tered as to [poil the effe@ of the building.

The plan, however, is all that depends upon

the architect. . The whole of his genius is,

to good judges, as completely difcovered in

that as in the adtual execution, But a plan

does not, even to the moft intelligent, give

“the fame pleafure as a noble and magnifi-
cent
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_cent building. They may difcover as much
both of tafte and genius in the one as
in the other. But their effe@s are flill
vaftly different, and the amufement derived
from the firft, never approaches to the
wonder and admiration which are fome-
times excited by the fecond. We may be-

" lieve of many men, that their talents are
{uperior to thofe of Cafar and Alexander;
aud that in the fame f{ituations they would
perform ftill greater aCtions. In the mean
time, however, we do not behold them with
that aftonithment and admiration with
which thofe two heroes have been regarded
in all ages and nations. * The calm judg-
ments of the mind may approve of them
more, but they want the fplendour of great
altions to dazzle and tranfport it. The
fuperiority of virtues and talents has not,

~ even upon thofe who acknowledge that fu-

periority, the fame effect with the fuperiority
of atchievements.

As the merit of an unfuccefsful attempt to
do good feems thus, in the eyes of ungrate-
ful mankind, to be diminithed by the mil-

carriage,
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carriage, fo coes likewife the demerit of an
unfuccefsful attempt to do evil. The de-
fign to commit a crime, how clearly foever
it may be proved, is fcarce ever punithed
with the fame feverity as the a&ual commif-
fion of it. The cafe of treafon is perhaps
the only exception. That crime imme-
diately affe@ing the being of the govern-

ment itfelf, the government is naturally

more jealous of it than of any other. In
the punithment of treafon, the fovereign
refents the injuries which are immediately
done to himfelf: in the punifhment of
other crimes, he refents thofe which are
.done to other men. It is his own refent-
ment which he indulges in the one cafe:
it is that of his fubje@s which by fympathy
he enters into in the other. In the firft
cafe, therefore, as he judges in his own
caufe; he is very apt to be more violent and

fanguinary in his punithments than the -

impartial fpe@ator can approve of. His
refentment too rifes here upon {maller oc-
cafions, and does not always, as in other
cafes, wait for the perpetration of the
crime, or even for the attempt to commit it.

A trea-

e —we
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A treafonable concert, though nothing has
been done, or even attempted in confe-
quence of it, nay, a treafonable converfa-
tion, is in many countries punithed in the
fame manner as the a&ual commiffion of
treafon. With regard to all other crimes,
the mere defign, upon which no attempt
has followed, is feldom punifhed at all, and
is never punifhed feverely. A criminal de-
fign, and a criminal a&ion, it may be faid
indeed, do not neceflarily fuppofe the
fame degree of depravity, and ought not
therefore to be fubje¢ted to the fame
punithment. We are capable, it may be -
faid, of refolving, and even of taking mea-~

- fures to execute, many things which, when

it comes to the point, we feel ourfelves al-
together incapable of executing. But this
reafon can have no place when the defign
has been carried the length of the laft at-
tempt. The man, however, who fires a
piftol at his enemy but miffes him, is pu-
nithed with death by the laws of fcarce any
country. By the old law of Scotland,
though he fhould wound him, yet, unlefs
death enfues within' a certain time, the

affaffin is not liable to the laft punithment.
' The
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The refeatment of mankind, however,
runs fo high againft this crime, their terror
for the man who fhows him{elf capable of
committing it, is fo great, that the mere
attempt to commit it ought in all countries
to be capital. The attempt to commit
{maller crimes is almoft always punifhed

very lightly, and fometimes is not punifhed

at all. The thief, whofe hand has been
caught in his neighbour’s pocket before he
had taken any thing out of it, is punifhed
with ignominy only. If he had got time
to take away an handkerchief, he would
have been put to death. The houfe-
breaker, who has been found fetting a lad-
der to his neighbour’s window, but had not
got into it, is not expofed to the capital
punifhment.  The attempt to ravifh is not
punifhed as a rape. The attempt to feduce
a married woman is not punifhed at all,
though fedution is punifhed feverely. Our
refentment againit the perfon who only at-
tempted to do a milchief, is feldom fo ftrong
as to bear us out in infliting the fame pu-
nithment upon him, which we fhould have
thought due if he had a&ually done it. In

the one cafe, the joy of our deliverance al-
leviates
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leviates our fenfe of the atrocity of his con-

du&; in the other, the grief of our misfor- -
tune increafes it. . His real demerit, how-

ever, is undoubtedly the fame in both cafes,

fince his intentions were equally criminal ;

and there is in this refpe@, therefore, an ir-

regularity in the fentiments of all men, and

a confequent relaxation of difcipline in the

laws of, 1 believe, all nations, of the moft

civilized, as well as of the moft barbarous.

The humanity of a civilized people difpofes

them either to difpenfe with, or to mitigate
punithments wherever their natural indig-
nation is not goaded on by the confequences
of thecrime. Barbarians, on the other hand,
when no a¢tual confequence has happened
from any aQion, are not apt to be very de-
licate or inquifitive about the motives.

The perfon himfelf who either from paf-
fion, or from the influence of bad com-
pany, has refolved, and perhaps taken mea-
fures to perpetrate fome crime, but who
has fortunately been prevented by an acci-
dent which put it out of his power, is fure,
if he has any remains of confcience, to re-

gard
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gard this event all his life after as a great and
fignal deliverance. He can never think of
. it without returning thanks to Heaven for
having been thus gracioufly pleafed to fave
him from the guilt in which he was juft
ready to plunge himfelf, and to hinder him
from rendering all the reft of his life a fcene
of horror, remorfe, and repentance. But
though his hands are innocent, he is con-
fcious that his heart is equally guilty as if
he had actually executed what he was fo
fully refolved upon. It gives great eafe to
his conicience, however, to confider that
- the crime was not executed, though he
knows that the failure arofe from no virtue
in him. He ftill confiders himfelf as lefs
deferving of punithment and refentment ;
and this good fortune either diminithes, or
takes away altogether, all fenfe of guilt. To
remember how much he was refolved upon
it, has no other effe& than to make him re-
gard his efcape as the greater and more mi-
raculous: for he ftill fancies that he has
efcaped, and he looks back upon the danger
~ to which his peace of mind was expofed,
with that terror, with which one who is in

- fafety
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fafety may fometimes remember the hazard
he was in of falling over a precipice, and
thudder with horror at the thought.

2. The fecond effe& of this influence of
fortune, is to increafe our fenfe of the merit

- or demerit of actions beyond what is due to

the motives or affetion from which they
proceed, when they happen to give occafion

to extraordinary pleafure or pain. The

agreeable or difagreeable effeCts of the ac-
tion often throw a thadow of merit or de-
merit upon the agent, though in his inten-
tion there was nothing that deferved either
praife or blame, or at leaft that deferved
them in the degree in which we are apt to
beftow them. Thus, even the meflenger
of bad news is difagreeable to us, and, on

the contrary, we feel a fort of gratitude for

the man who brings us good tidings. For
a moment we look upon them both as the
authors, the one of our good, the other of
our bad fortune, and regard them in fome
meafure as ifthey had really brought about
the events which they only give an account
of. The firft author of our joy is natyrally.
2 the -
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the obje® of a tranfitory gratitude: we
embrace him with warmth and affe®ion,
and thould be glad, during the inftant of
our profperity, to reward him as for {fome
fignal fervice. By the cuftom of all courts,
the officer, who brings the news of a vic-
tory, is entitled to confiderable preferments,
and the general always chufes one of his
principal favourites to go upon fo agreeable
. an errand. ‘The firft author of our forrow
is, on the contrary, juft as naturally the
obje& of a tranfitory refentment. We can
fcarce avoid looking upon him with chagrin
and uneafinefs ; and the rude and brutal
are apt to vent upon him that fpleen which
his intelligence gives occafion to. Tigranes,
king of Armenia, ftruck off the head of the
man who brought him the firft account of
the approach of a formidable enemy. To
punifh in this manner the author of bad
tidings, feems barbarous and inhuman : yet,
to reward the meflenger of good news, is
not difagreeable to us; we think it {uitable
to the bounty of kings. But why do we
make this difference, fince, if there is no
fault in the one, neither is there any merit

in
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in the other? It is becaufe any fort of
reafon feems fufficient to authorize the
exertion of the focial and benevolent af-
feGtions ; but it requires the moft folid and
{ubftantial to make us enter into that of the
unfocial and malevolent. '

But though in general we are averfe to
enter into the unfocial and malevolent af-
feGtions, though we.lay it down for a rule
that we ought never to approve of their
gratification, unlefs fo far as the malicious
and unjuft intention of the perfon, againft
whom they are dire@ted, renders him their
proper objet; yet, upon fome occafions,
we relax of this feverity. When the ne-
gligence of one man has occafioned fome
unintended damage to another, we gene-
rally enter fo far into the refentment of the
fufferer, as to approve of his infliting a
punifhment upon the offeider much be-
yond what the offence would have ap-
peared to deferve, had no fuch unlucky con-
fequence followed from it,

There is a degree of negligence, which
would appear to deferve fome chaftifement
VOL. I. s though
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though it fhould occafion no damage to any
body. Thus, if a perfon fhould throw a
large ftone over a wall into a public ftreet
without giving warning to thofe who might
be pafling by, and without regarding where
it was likely to fall, he would undoubtedly
deferve fome chaftifement. A very ac+
curate police would punith fo abfurd an
ation, even though it had done no mif-
chief. The perfon who has been guilty of
it, thows an infolent contempt of the hap-
pinefs and fafety of others. There is real
injuftice in his condu¢t. He wantonly ex-
pofes his neighbour to what no man in his
fenfes would chufe to expofe himfelf, and
evidently wants that fenfe of what is due
to his fellow-creatures which is the bafis of
juftice and of fociety. Grofs negligence
therefore is, in the law, faid to be almoft
equal to malicious defign*. When any"
unlucky confequences happen from fuch
careleflnefs, the perfon who has been guilty
of it is often punifhed as if he had really
- intended, thofe confequences; and his con-
du&, which was only thoughtlefs and info-
lent, and what deferved fome chaftifement,

# Lata culpa prope dolum eft,

5 1s
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is confidered as atrocious, and as liable to
the fevereft punithment. Thus if, by the
imprudent a&ion above-mentioned, he
Thould accidentally kill a man, he is, by
the laws of many countries, particularly
by the old law of Scotland, liable to the
laft punithment. And though this is no
doubt exceflively fevere, it is not altogether
inconfiftent with our natural fentiments.
Our juft indignation againft the folly and
irhumanity of his conduct is exafperated by
* our {fympathy with the unfortunate {ufferer.
Nothing, however, would appear more
fhocking to our natural fenfe of equity,
than to bring a man to the fcaffold merely
for having thrown a ftone carelefsly into the
ftreet without hurting any body. The
folly and inhumanity of his condu&, how-
“ever, would in this cafe be the fame; but
fiill our fentiments would be very dif-
ferent. The confideration of this differ-
ence may fatisfy us how much the indig-
nation, even of the fpeator, is apt to be
animated by the actual confequences of the
acion. In cafes of this kind there will,
if I am not miftaken, be found a great de-

s 2 gree



260  Of MeriT and DEMERIT. Pare IE.

gree of feverity in the laws of almoft all
nations; as I have already obferved that
in thofc of an oppofite kind there was a
very gencral relaxation of difcipline.

There is another degree of negligence
which does not involve in it any fort of
injuftice. The perfon who is guilty of it
treats his neighbour as he treats himfelf,
means no harm to any body, and is far
from entertaining any infolent contempt .
for the fafety and happinefs of others. He
is not, however, fo careful and circumfpe&
in his condu& as he ought to be, and de-
ferves upon this account fome degree of
blame and cenfure, but no fort of punifth-
ment. Yet if, by a negligence * of this
kind he fhould occafion fome damage to
another perfon, he is by the laws of, I be-
lieve, all countries, obliged to compenfate
it. Aud though this is no doubt a real
punithment, and what no mortal would
have thought of infliting upon him, had
it not been for the unlucky accident which

% Culpa levis.

his
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his conduct gave occafion to; yet this de-
cifion of the law is approved of by the
natural fentiments of all mankind. No-
thing, we think, can be more juft than
that one man thould not fuffer by the
careleflnefs of another; and that the da-
mage occafioned by blamable negligence,
fhould be made up by the perfon who was
guilty of it.

There is another fpecies of negligence ¥,
which confifts merely in a want of the moft
anxious timidity and circumfpeQion, with
regard to all the poflible confequences of
our a&tions. The want of this painful at-
tention, when no bad confequences follow
from it, is fo far from being regarded as
blamable, that the contrary quality is ra-
ther confidered as fuch. That timid cir-
cumf{pe&ion which is afraid of every thing,
is never regarded as a virtue, but asa qua-
lity which more than any other Incapaci-
tates for aGtion and bufinefs. Yet when,
from a want of this exceflive care, a per-

* Culpa levifima,
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fon happens to occafion fome damage ta
another, he is often by the law obliged to
compenfate it. Thus, by the Aquilian
law, the man, who not being able to ma-
nage a horfe that had accidentally taken
- fright, fhould happen to ride down his
neighbour’s flave, is obliged to compenfate

the damage. When an accident of this

kind happens, we are apt to think that he

ought not to have rode fuch a horfe, and

to regard his attempting it as an unpardon-

able levity ; though without this accident

we fhould not only have made no fuch re-

fle&tion, but fhould have regarded his re-

fufing it as the effe&t of timid weaknefs,

and of an anxiety about merely poffible

events, which it is to no purpofe to be

aware of. " The perfon himfelf, who by an

‘ accident even of this kind has involuntarily
hurt another, feems to have fome fenfe of

his own ill defert, with regard to him.

He naturally runs up to the fufferer to ex-

prefs his concern for what has happened,

and to make every acknowledgment in hig

power. If he has any fenfibility, he ne-

cgﬂarily defires to compenfate the damage,

' " and
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and to do every thing he can to appeafe
that animal refentment, which he is fenfible
will be apt to arife in the breaft of the
fufferer. To make no apology, to offer
no atonement, is regarded as the higheft
brutality. Yet why fhould he make an
apology more than any other perfon? Why
thould he, fince he was equally innocent
with any other by-ftander, be thus fingled
out from among all mankind, to make up
for the bad fortune of another? -This tafk
would furely never be impofed upon him,
~ did not even the impartial fpectator feel
{ome indulgence for what may be regarded
as the unjuft refentment of that other.

!
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CHAP IL
Of the final caufe of this Irregularity of
' Sentiments.

SUCH is the effe& of the good or bad con-
fequence of actions upon the fentiments
both of the perfon who performs them, and
of others; and thus, Fortune, which go-
verns the world, has fome influence where
we fhould be leaft willing to allow her any,
and dire@s in fome meafure the fentiments
of mankind, with regard to the charaler
and condu@ both of themfelves and others.
That thé world judges by the event, and
not by the defign, has been in all ages the
complaint, and is the great difcouragement
of virtue. Every body agrees to. the ge-
neral maxim, that as the event does not
depend on the agent, it ought to have na
influence upon our fentiments, with regard
to the merit or propriety of his conduc.

But
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But when we come to particulars, we find
that our fentiments are {fcarce in any one
inftance exactly conformable to what this
equitable maxim would dire&t. The happy
or unprofperous event of any adion, is
not: only apt to give us a good or bad opi-
nion of the prudence with which it was
conducted, but almoft always too animates
our gratitude or refentment, our fenfe of
the merit or demerit of the defign.

Nature, however, when fhe implanted
the feeds of this irregularity in the human
breaft, feems, as upon all other occafions,
to have intended the happinefs and per-
feQtion of the fpecies. If the hurtfulnefs
of the defign, if the malevolence of the
affe@ion, were alone the caufes which ex-
cited our refentment, we thould feel all the
furies of that paflion againft any perfon in
whofe breaft we fufpeGed or believed fuch
defigns or affections were harboured, though
they had never broke out into any actions.
Sentiments, thoughts, intentions, would
become the objelts of punifhment; and if
the indignation of mankind run as high

7 againft
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againft them as againft actions ; if the bafe-
nefs of the thought which had given birth
to no adtion, feemed in the eyes of the
world as much to call aloud for vengeance
as the bafenefs of the altion, every court
of judicature would become a real inqui-
fition, There would be no fafety for the
moft innocent and circumipe@ condud,
Bad withes, bad views, bad defigns, might
ftill be fufpected; and while thefe excited
the fame indignation with bad condu&,
while bad intentions were as much re-
fented as bad a&tions, they would equally
‘expofe the perfon to punifhment and refent-
ment. Actions, therefore, which either
produceactual evil, or attempt to produce it,
and thereby put us in the immediate fear of
it, are by the Author of nature rendered the
only proper and approved obje&s of human
punifhment and refentment. Sentiments,
defigns, affe@tions, though it is from thefe
that according to cool reafon human actions
derive their whole merit or demerit, are
placed by the great Judge of hearts beyond
the limits of every human jurifdi&ion, and
are referved for the cognizance of his own,
' unerring
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unerring tribunal.  That neceflary rule of
juftice, therefore, that men in this life are
liable to punifhment for their actions only,
not for their defigns and intentions, is
founded upon this falutary and ufeful irre-
gularity in human fentiments concerning
merit or demerit, which at firft fight ap-

. pears fo abfurd and unaccountable. But

every part of nature, when attentively fur«
veyed, equally demonftrates the providen-

" tial care of its Author, and we may admire

the wifdom and goodnefs of God even in
the weaknels and folly of men.

Nor is that irregularity of fentiments al-
together without its utility, by which the
merit of an unfuccefsful attempt to ferve,
and much more that of mere good inclina-
tions and kind ‘wifhes, appears to be im-
perfe&. Man was made for a&ion, and
to promote by the exertion of his faculties
fuch changes in the external circumftances
both of himfelf and o{hers, as may feem
moft favourable to the happinefs of all.
He muft not be fatisfied with indolent
bcnevolence, nor fancy himfelf the friend

of
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of mankind, becaufe in his heart he withes
well to the profperity of the world. That
he may call forth the whole vigour of his
foul, and ftrain every nerve, in order to
produce thofe ends which it is the purpofe
of his being to advance, Nature has taught
him, that neither himfelf nor mankind can
be fully fatisfied with his condu&, nor
beftow upon it the full meafure of applaufe,
unlefs he has a&tually produced them. He
is made to know, that the praife of good
intentions, without the merit of good of-
fices; will be but of little avail to excite
either the loudeft acclamations of the world,
or even the higheft degree of felf-applaufe.
The man who has performed no fingle ac-
tion of importance, but whofe whole con-
verfation and deportment exprefs the jufteft,
the nobleft, and moft generous fentiments,
can be entitled to demand no very highl
reward, even though his inutility fhould be
owing to nothing but the want of an cp-
portunity to ferve. 'We can ftill refufe it
‘him without blame. 'We can ftill afk him,
What have you done? What actual fervice
can you produce, to cntitle you to fo great

' a I¢-
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a recompenfe? We efteem you, and love
you; but we owe you nothing. To re-
ward indeed that latent virtue which has
been ufelefs only for want of an oppor-
tunity to ferve, to beftow upon it thofe
honours and preferments, which, though
in fome meafure it may be faid to deferve
them, it could not with propriety have in-
fifted upon, is the effe&t of the moft divine
benevolence. To punifh, on the contrary,
for the affeCtions of the heart only, where
no crime has been committed, is the moft
infolent and barbarous tyranny. The be-
nevolent affeGtions feem to deferve moft
praife, when they do not wait till it becomes
almoft a crime for them not to exert them-
felves. The malevolent, on the contrary

can fcarce be too tardy, too flow, or deli-
berate.

It is even of confiderable importance,
that the evil which is done without defign
fhould be regarded as a misfortune to the
doer as well as to the fufferer. Man is
thereby taught to reverence the happinefs
of his brethren, to tremble left he fhould,

' even
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even unknowingly, do any thing that can
hurt them, and to dread that animal refent-
ment which, he feels, is ready to burft out
againft him, if he fhould, without defign,
be the unhappy inftrument of their calami-
ty. As, in the ancient heathen religion,
that holy ground which had been confe-
crated to fome god, was not to be trod
upon but upon folemn and neceflary occa-
fions, and the man who had even igno-
rantly violated it, became piacular from
that moment, and, until proper atonement
fhould be made, incurred the vengeance of
that powerful and invifible being to whom
it had been fet apart; fo, by the wifdom
of Nature, the happinefs of every innocent
gnan is, in the fame manner, rendered
holy, confecrated, and hedged round againft
the approach of every other man; not to
be wantonly trod upon, not even to be, in
‘any refpe&, ignorantly and involuntarily
violated, without requiring fome expiation,
fome atonement in proportion to the great~
nefs of fuch undefigned violation. A man
of humanity, who accidentally, and with-

out the fmalleft degree of blamable negli-
’ gence,
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gence, has been the caufe of the death of
another man, feels himfelf piacular, though
not guilty. During his whole life he con-
fiders this accident as one of the greateft
misfortunes that could have befallen him.
If the family of the flain is poor, and he
himfelf in tolerable circumftances, he im=
mediately takes them under his protetion,
and, without any other merit, thinks them
entitled to every degree of favour and kind-
nefs. If they are in better circumftances,
he endeavours by every fubmiffion, by
every expreflion of forrow, by rendering
them every good office which he can devife
or they accept of, to atone for what has
happened, and to propitiate, as much as
poffible, their, perhaps natural, though no
doubt moft unjuft refentment, for the great,
though involuntary, offence which he has
given them.

The diftrefs which an innocent perfon
feels, who, by fome accident, has been led
to do fomething which, if it had been done
with knowledge and defign, would have
Jjuftly expofed him to the deepeft reproach,

B has
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has given occafion to fome of the fineft and
moft interefting fcenes both of the ancient
and of the modern drama. It is this falla-

cious fenfe of guilt, if I may call it fo,

which conftitutes the whole diftrefs of Oedi-
pus and Jocafta upon the Greek, of Moni-
mia and Ifabella upon the Englifh, theatre.
They are all of them in the higheft degree
piacular, though not one of them is in the
{malleft degree guilty.

Notwithftanding, however, all thefe
feeming irregularities of fentiment, if man
thould unfortunately either give occafion to
thofe evils which he did not intend, or fail
in producing that good which he intended,
Nature has not left his innocence altogether
without confolation, nor his virtue alto-
gether without reward. He then calls to
his affiftance that juft and equitable maxim,
That thofe events which did not depend
upon our conduct, ought not to diminifh
the efteem that is due to us. He fummons
up his whole magnanimity and firmnefs of
foul, and ftrives to regard himfelf, not in
the light in which he at prefent appears,

but
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but in that in which he ought to appear, in
which he would have appeared had his ge-
nerous defigns been crowned with fuccefs,

* and in which he would fill appear; not-

withftanding their mifcarriage, if the fenti-
ments of mankind were either altogether
candid and equitable, or even perfeétly con-
fiftent with themfelves. The more candid
and humane part of mankind entirely go
along with the efforts which he thus makes
to fupport himfelf in his own opinion.
They exert their whole generofity and,
greatnefs of mind, to corret in themfelves
this irregularity of human nature, and en-
déeavour to regard his unfortunate mag-
nanimity in the fame light in which, had
it been fuccefsful, they would, without any
fuch generous exertion, have naturally been

dlfpofed to cobﬁder it,

VOL. I, T
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MORAL SENTIMENTS.

P AR T I
Of the Foundatlon of our Judgments con-

cerning our own Sentiments and Con-
du&, and of the Senfe of Duty.

"CHAP L

Of the Principle of Self-approbation and of
Self-difa ﬁprobatzon

IN the two foregoing parts of this dif-
courfe, I have chiefly confidered the
origin and foundation of our judgments
concernmg the fentiments and condu& of
T 2 others,
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~ others. T come now to confider more par-
ticularly the or:gm of thofe concerning our
own.

The principle by which we naturally
either approve or difapprove of our own
condu@, feems to be altogether the fame
with that by which we exercife the like
judgments concerning the conduét of other
people. 'We either approve or dlfapprovc
of the condu@ of another man according
as we feel that, when we bring his cafe
home to ourfelves, we either can or cannot
entu'ely {fympathize with the fentiments and
motives which directed it. And, in the
fame manner, we either approve or dlfap-
prove of our own condudt, accordmg as
we feel that, when we place ourfelyes in
the ﬁtuatlon of another man, and view’ it;
as it were, with his eyes and from his fta-
_txon, we either can or cannot entxrely enter
into and fympathxze with the fentiments and
motives which influenced it. We can
never furvcy our own fentiments and mo-
twes, we can never form any judgment
concernmg thern ; unlefs we remove our:

B felves,




Ci‘xag. I. o Durty, 277
felves, as it were, from our own natural
ftation, and endeavour to view them as at a
certain diftance from us. But we can do
this in no other way than by endeavouring
to view them with the eyes of other people,
or as other people are likely to view them.
‘Whatever judgmert we can form concern-
ing them, accordingly, muft always bear
fome fecret reference, either to what are,
or to what; upon a certain condition, would
be, or to what, we imagine, ought to be
the judgment of others. . We endeavour to
examine our own conduct as we imagine
any other fair and impartial fpeGator would
éxamine it. If, upon’ placing ourfelves in
his fituation, we thoroughly enter into all
. the paflions and motives which influenced
it, we approve of it, by fympathy with the
approbation of this fuppofed equitable judge.
If otherwife, we enter into his dlfapproba-
tion, and condemn it.

Were it poffible that a human creature
could grow up to manhood in fome folitary
place, without any communication with
his own fpecies, he could no more think of

T 3 . his .
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his own charater, of the propriety or de-
merit of his own fentiments and condu&,
~ of the beauty or deformity of his own mind,
than of the beauty or deformity of his own
face. All thefe are obje@s which he can-
not eafily fee, which naturally he does not
look at, and with regard to which he is
provided with no mirror which can prefent
them to his view. Bring him into fociety,
and he is immediately provided with the
mirror which he wanted before. It is
placed in the countenance and behaviour
of thofe he lives with, which always mark
when they enter into, and when they dif-
approve ‘of his fentiments; and it is here
that he firft views the propriety and impro-
priety of his own paffions, the beauty and
deformity of his own mind. To a man
who from his birth was a ftranger to fo-
ciety, the obje&s of his paffions, the exter-
" nal bodies which either pleafed or hurt
him, would occupy his whole attention.

The paflions themfelves, the defires or

averfions, the joys or forrows, which thofe
obje@s excited, though of all things the
moft immediately prefent to him, could

fcarce
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fcarce ever be the obje@s of his thoughts.
The idea of them could never intereft him

-fo much as to call upon his attentive confi-

deration. The confideration of his joy

~could in him excite no new joy, nor that

of his forrow any new forrow, though the
confideration of the caufes of thofe paffions
might often excite both. Bring him into
fociety, and all his own paflions will imme-
diately become the caufes of new paffions.
He will obferve that mankind approve of
fome of them, and are difgufted by others.
He will be elevated in the one cafe, and
cat down in the other; his defires and
averfions, his joys and forrows, will now
often become the caufes of new defires and
new averfions, new joys and new forrows :
they will now, therefore, intereft him
deeply, and often call upon his moft atten-
tive confideration.

Our firft ideas of perfonal beauty and
deformity, are drawn from the fhape and
appearance .of others, not from our own.
We foon. become fenfible, however, that

' T 4 - others
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others exercife the fame criticifm upon us.
We are pleafed when they approve of our
figure, and are difobliged when they feem

to be difgufted. We become anxious to -

know how far our appearance deferves
either their blame or approbation. We
examine our perfons limb by limb, and by

placing ourfelves before a looking-glafs, or

by fome fuch expedient, endeavour, as
much as poflible, to view ourfelves at the
diftance and with the eyes of other people.
If, after this examination, we are fatisfied
witli- our own appearance, we can more
eafily fupport the moit difadvantageous
judgments of others. If, on the contrary,
we are fenfible that we are the natural ob-
je@s of diftafte, every appearance of their
difapprobation mortifies us beyond all mea-
fure. A man who is tolerably handfome,
. will allow you to laugh at any little irregu-
larity in his perfon; but all fuch jokes are
" commonly unfupportable to one who is
really deformed. It is evident, however,
that we are anxious about our own beauty

and deformity, only upon account of its
effeG
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effe® upon others. If we had no con-
nexion with fociety, we fhould be alto-
gether indifferent about either.

In the fame manner our firft moral criti~
cifms are exercifed upon the charaters and
condu& of other people; and we are all
very forward to obferve how each of thefe
affets us. But we {foon learn, that other
people are equally frank with regard to our
own. We become anxious to know how
far we deferve their cenfure or applaufe, and
whether to them we muft neceflarily ap-
pear thofe agreeable or difagreeable crea-
tures which they reprefent us. 'We begin,
upon this account, to examine our own
paflions and condu&, and to confider how
thefe muft appear to them, by confidering
how they would appear to us if in their
fituation.© We fuppofe ourfelves the fpec-
tators of our own behaviour, and endea=
vour to imagine what effe& it would, in
this light, produce upon us. This is the
only looking-glafs by which we can, in
fome meafure, with the eyes of other
people, fcrutinize the propriety of our. own

conduét.
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condu@. If in this view it pleafes us, we
are tolerably fatisfied. We can be more
indifferent about the applaufe, and, in fome
meafure, defpife the cenfure of the world;
fecure that, however mifunderftood or mif-
reprefented, we are the natural and proper
obje@ts of -approbation. On the contrary,
if we are doubtful about it, we are often,

“upon that very account, more anxicus to -
gain their approbation, and, provided we
have not already, as they fay, fhaken hands
with infamy, we are altogether diftracted at
the thoughts of their cenfure, which then
firikes us with double feverity.

When I endeavour to examine my own
condu@, when I endeavour to pafs fen-
tence upon it, and either to approve or
condemn it, it is evident that, in all fuch
cafes, I divide myfelf, as it were, into two
perfons; and that I, the examiner and judge,
reprefent a different charaler from that
~other 1, the perfon whofe condu& is exa=
mined into and judged of. The firft is the
fpeftator, whofe fentiments with regard
to my own condu& I endeavour to enter

' B into,
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into, by placing myfelf in his fituation, and
by confidering how it would appear to me,
when feen from that particular point of
views The fecond is the agent, the per-
fon whom I properly call myfelf, and of
whofe condu@, under the chara&er of a
fpe@ator, I was endeavouring to form fome
opinion. The firft is the judge; the fe-
cond the perfon judged of. But that the
judge fhould, in every refpe&, be the fame
with the perfon judged of, is as impofiible,
as that the caufe fhould, in every refpe&,
be the fame with the effect.

To be amiable and to be meritorious;
that is, to deferve love and to deferve re-
ward, are the great -charadters of virtue;

“and to be odious and punithable, of vice.
But all thefe charaers have an immediate
reference to the fentiments of others.  Vir-
tue is not faid to be amiable, or to be meri~
torious, becaufe it is the object of its own

“love, or of its own gratitude; but becaufe
it excites thofe fentiments in other men.
The confcioufnefs that it is the obje& of
fuch favourable regards, is the fource of that

inward
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inward tranquillity and felf-fatisfaion with
which it is naturally attended, as the fuf=
picion of the contrary gives occafion to the
torments of vice. 'What fo great happinefs
as to be beloved, and to know that we de-
ferve to be beloved? What fo great mifery
as to be hated, and to know that we deferve
to be hated?

CHAP IL

Of the love of Praife, and of that of Praife=
worthinefs ; and of the dread of Blame,
and of that of Blame-worthinefs.

MAN naturally defires, not only to be
loved, but to be lovely ; or to be that

thing which is the natural and proper obje&t
of love. He naturally dreads, not only to
be hated, but to be hateful; or to be that
thing which is the natural and proper ob-
je& of hatred. He defires, not only praife;
but praife-worthinefs ; or to be that thing
which, though it fhould be praifed by no=
, : ' body,
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body, is, however, the natural and proper
object of praife. He dreads, not only
blame, but blame-worthinefs ; or to be that
thing which, though it fhould be blamed
by nqbody, is, however, the natural and

- proper obje& of blame,

The _love of praife-worthinefs is by no
means derived altogether from the love of
praife. Thofe two principles, though they
refemble one another, thongh they ar¢ con-
neéted, and often blended with on¢ ano-
ther, are yet, in many refpe&s, diftin&
and independent of one another. 5‘

'The love and admiration which yve na-
turally conceive for thofe whofe charater
and conduc we approve of, neceflanly dif-
pofe us to defire to become ourfekes the
obje@s of the like agreeable fentimejts, and
to be as amiable and. as admirable s thofe
whom we love and admire the moff Emu-
lation, the anxious defire that we surfelves
fhould excel, is originally foundel in our
admiration of the excellence of otters. Nei-
ther can we be fatisfied with beirg merely

admired
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admired for what other people are ad-
mired. © We muft at leaft believe ourfelves
to be admirable for what they are admir-
able.  But, in order to attain this fatif~
fation, we muft become the impartial fpec-
tators of our own.chara@er and condu&,
We muft endeavour to view them with the
eyes of other people, or as other people are
likely to view them. When feen in this
light, if they appear to us as we with, we
are bippy and contented. But it greatly
confums this happinefs and contentment
when we find that other people, viewing
them with thofe very eyes with which we,
in imigination only, were endeavouring to
view them, fee them precifely in the fame
light n which we ourfelves had feen them,
Their approbation neceffarily confirms our
own fdf-approbation, Their praife necel~
farily trengthens our own fenfe of our own
praife-worthinefs. In this cafe, fo far is
the low of praife-worthinefs from being
derived altogether from that of praife ;
that the love of praife feems, at leaft in a
. great meafure, to be derived from that of
Ppraife-worthinefs, ' »
. v The
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The moft fincere praife can give little
pleafure when it cannot be confidered as
{fome fort of proof of praife-worthinefs, It
is by no means fufficient that, from igno-
rance or miftake, efteern and admiration
fhould, in fome way or other, be beftowed
upon us. If we are confcious that we do
not deferve to be fo favourably thought of,
and that if the truth were known, we -
flvould be regarded with very different fen
timents, our fatisfaltion is far from being

~complete, The man who applauds us

either for actions which we did not per-
form, or for motives which had no fort of
influence. upon our condu&, applauds not
s, but another perfon, We can derive no
fort of fatisfaGion from his praifes. Ta .
us they fhould be more mortifying than any
cenfure, and thould perpetually call to our
iinds, the moft humbling of all refletions,
the refletion of what we ought to be, but
what we are not. A woman who paints,
could derive, one fhould imagine, but little
wanity from the compliments that are paid
%0 her complexion. Thefe, we thould ex-
pect, ought rather to put her in mind of

the
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the fentiments which her real complexion
would excite, and mortify her the more
by the contraft. To be pleafed with fuch
groundlefs applaufe is a proof of the moft
{fuperficial levity and weaknefs. It is what

is properly called vanity, and is the found-

ation of the moft ridiculous and con-
temptible vices, the vices of affe&tation and
common lying; follies which, if experi-
ence did not teach us how common they
are, one fhould imagine the leaft fpark of
common fenfe would fave us from. The
foolith liar, who endeavours to excite the
admiration of the company by the rela-
tion of adventures which never had any
exiftence; the important coxcomb, who
gives himfelf airs of rank and diftin&ion
" which he well knows he has no juft pre-
tenfions. to; are both of them, no doubt,
pleafed with the applaufe which they fancy
they meet with. But their vanity arifes
from fo grofs an illufipn of the imagination,

. that it is difficult to conceive how any ra-

tional creature fhould be impofed upon by
it.  'When they place themfelves in the
ﬁtuauon of thofe whom they fancy they

‘have,
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have deceived, they are ftruck with the
higheft admiration for their own perfons.
They look upon themfelves, not in that
light in which, they know, they ought
to appear to their companions, but in that
in which they believe their companions
a&ually look upon them. Their fuperficial
weaknefs and trivial folly hinder them from
ever turning their eyes inwards, or from
feeing themfelves in that defpicable point
of view in which their own conficiences
mutft tell them that they would appear to
every body, if the real truth fhould ever
coge to be known.

As ignorant and groundlefs praife can
give no folid joy, no fatisfaction that will
bear any ferious examination, fo, on the
contrary, it often gives real comfort to
refle&, that though no praife fhould a&ual-
ly be beftowed upon us, our condu&, how-
ever, has been fuch as to deferve it, and has
been in every refpeét fuitable to thofe mea-
fures and rules by which praife and appro-

‘bation are naturally and commonly beftow-
ed. 'We are pleafed, not only with praife,

VOL. I. U but
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but with having done what is praife-worthy.
‘We are pleafed to think that we have ren-
dered ourfelves the natural objects of ap-
probation, though no approbation fhould
ever atually be beftowed upon us: and
we are mortified to refle& that we have
juftly merited the blame of thofe we live
with, though that fentiment fhould never
aCually be exerted againft us. The man
- who is confcious to himfelf that he has
exactly obferved thofe meafures of condutt
which experience informs him are generally
agrecable, reflects with fatisfattion on the
propriety of his own behaviour. When
he views it in the light in which the im-
partial fpc&tator would view it, he thorough-
ly enters into all the motives which influ-
enced it. He looks back upon every part
of it with pleafure and approbation, and
though mankind fhould never be acquaint-
ed with what he has done, he regards him-

felf, not fo much according to the light in

which they atually regard him, as accord-
ing to that in which they would regard
him if they were better informed. He anti-’
cipates the applaufe and admiration which

: in
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in this cafe would be beftowed upon him,
and he applauds and admires himfelf by
fympathy with fentiments, which do not
indeed actually take place, but which the
ignorance of the public alone hinders from

- taking place, which he knows are the na-

tural and ordinary effe&s of {uch condu&,
which his imagination ftrongly conne&s
with it, and which he has acquired a habit
of conceiving as fomething that naturally
and in propriety cught to follow from it.
Men have voluntarily thrown away life to
acquire after death a renown which they
could nolonger enjoy. Their imagination,
in the mean time, anticipated that fame
which was in future times to be beftowed
upon them. Thofe applaufes which they
were never to hear rung in their ears; the
thoughts of that admiration, whofe effects
they were never to feel, played about their
hearts, banifhed from their breafts the
ftrongeft of all natural fears, and tranfport-
ed them to perform altions which feem
almoft beyond the reach of human nature.’
But in point of reality there is furely, no
great difference between that approbation

' U 2 which
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which is not to be beftowed till we can no
longer enjoy it, and that which, indeed, is
never to be beftowed, but which would be
beftowed, if the world was ever made to
underftand properly the real circumftances
of our bchaviour. If the one often produces
fuch violent efte&s, we cannot wonder that
the other fhould always be highly re-
garded.

Nature, when fhe formed man for fociety,
endowed him with an original defire to
pleafe, and an original averfion to offend
his brethren. She taught him to feel plea-
fure in their favourable, and pain in their
unfavourabe regard. She rendered their ap-
probation moft flattering and moft agreeable
to him for its own fake; and their difappro-
bation moft mortifying and moft offenfive.

But this defire of the approbation, and
this averfion to the difapprobation of his
brethren, would not alone have rendered
him fit for that fociety for which he was
made. Nature, accordingly, has endowed
him, not only with a defire of being ap-

proved
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proved of, but with a defire of being what
ought to be approved of ; or of being what
he himfelf approves of in other men. The

firft defire could only have made him wifh

to appear to be fit for fociety. The fecond
was neceflary in order to render him anxi-
ous to be really fit. The firft could only
have prompted him to the affeGtation of
virtue, and to the concealment of vice.
The fecond was neceflary in order to in-
{pire him with the real love of virtue, and
with the real abhorrence of vice. In every
well-formed mind this fecond defire feems.
to be the firongeft of the two. It is only
the weakeft and moft fuperficial of man-
kind who can be much delighted with that
praife which they themfelves know to be
altogether unmerited. A weak man may
fometimes be pleafed with it, but a wife
man reje@s it upon all occafions. But,
though a wife man feels little pleafure from
praife where he knows there is na praife-
worthinefs, he often feels the higheft in
doing what he knows to be praife-worthy,
though he knows equally well that no
praife is ever to be beftowed upon it. To
. U3 obtain
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obtain the approbation of mankind, where-
no approbation is due, can never be an
obje& of any importance to him. To
obtain that approbation where it is really
due, may fometimes be an obje& of no great
importance to him. But to be that thing
which deferves approbation, muft always
be an object of the higheft.

To defire, or even to accept of praife,
where no praife is due, can be the effe&
only of the moft contemptible vanity. To
defire it where it is really due, is to defire
no more than that a moft eflential a& of
juftice thould be done to us. The love of
juft fame, of true glory, even for its own
fake, and independent of any advantage
which he can derive from it, is not un-
worthy even of a wife man. He fome-
times, however, neglects, and even defpifes
it; and he is never more apt to do fo than
when he has the moft perfe@ aflurance of
the perfe propriety of every part of his
own condu&. His felf-approbation, in
this cafe, ftands in need of no confirma-
tion from the approbation of other men.

7 o0 ke
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It is alone fufficient, and he is contented

with it. This felf-approbation, if not the
only, is at leaft the principal obje&, about

which he can or ought to be anxious.

The love of it, is the love of virtue.

As the love and admiration which we
naturally conceive for fome chara&ers, dif-
pofe us to with to become ourfelves the
proper objeéts of fuch agreeable fentiments ;
fo the hatred and contempt which we as
naturally conceive for others, difpofe us,
perhaps ftill more firongly, to dread the
very thought of refembling them in any
refpe&. Neither is it, in this cafe, too, fo

" much the thought of being hated and de-

fpifed that we are afraid of, as that of
being hateful and defpicable. We dread
the thought of doing any thing which can
render us the juft and proper obje&s of the
hatred and contempt of our fellow-crea-
tures; even though we had the moft per-
fe&t fecurity that thofe fentiments were
never aftually to be exerted againft us.
The man who has broke through all thofe
mecafures of condu&, which can alone
' v 4 render
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render him agreeable to mankind, though
he fhould have the moft perfet aflurance
that what he had done was for ever to be
concealed from every human eye, it is all
to no purpofe. 'When he looks back upon
it, and views it in the light in which the
impartial fpetator would view it, he finds
that he can enter into none of the motives
which influenced it. He is abafthed and
confounded at the thoughts of it, and ne-
ceflarily feels a very high degree of that

fhame which he would be expofed to, if

his a&tions fhould ever come to be generally
known. His imagination, in this cafe too,
anticipates the contempt and derifion from
which nothing faves him but the ignorance
of thofe he lives with. He flill feels that
he is the natural obje& of thefe fentiments,
and ftill trembles at the thought of what he
would fuffer, if they were ever afually
exerted againft him. But if what he had
been guilty of was not merely one of thofe
- improprieties which are the obje@s of
fimple difapprobation, but one of thofe
“enormous crimes which excite deteftation
and refentment, he could never think of it,

as
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as long as he had any fenfibility left, with-
out feeling all the agony of horror and re-
morfe ; and though he could be aflured
that no man was ever to know it, and could
even bring himfelf to believe that there was
no God to revenge it, he would ftill feel
enough of both thefe fentiments to em-
bitter the whole of his life: he would ftill
regard himfelf as the natural obje& of the
hatred and indignation of all his fellow-
creatures ; and, if his heart was not grown
callous by the habit of crimes, he could not
think without terror and aftonifhment even
of the manner in which mankind would
look upon him, of what would be the ex-
preflion of their countenance and of their
eyes, if the dreadful truth thould ever come

" to be known. Thefe natural pangs of an
affrighted confcience are the demons, the
avenging furies, which, in this life, haunt
the guilty, which allow them neither quiet
nor repofe, which often drive them to de-
fpair and diftra&ion, from which no affury
ance of fecrecy -can prote& them, from
which no principles of irreligion can en-
tirely deliver them, and from which no-
' thing
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thing can free them but the vileft and moft.

abject of all ftates, a complete infenfibility
to honour and infamy, to vice and virtue.
Men of the moft deteftable chara&ters, who,
in the execution of the moft dreadful
crimes, had taken their meafures {o coolly

as to avoid even the fufpicion of guilt,

have fometimes been driven, by the horror
of their {ituation, to difcover, of their own
accord, what no human fagacity could
ever have inveftigated. By acknowledg-
ing their guilt, by fubmitting themfelves to
the refentment of their offended fellow-ci~
tizens, and, by thus fatiating that vengeance
of which they were fenfible that they had
become the proper objells, they hoped, by
their death to reconcile themfelves, at leaft
in their own imagination, t6 the natural
fentiments of mankind; to be able to con~
fider themfelves as lefs worthy of hatred
and refentment; to atone, in fome mea-
fure, for their crimes, and, by thus be-
coming the objets, rather of compaffion
than of horror, if poflible, to die in peace
and with the forgivenefs of all their fellow-
treatures. Compared to what they felt
' before
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before the difcovery, even the thought of
this, it feems, was happinefs.

In fuch cafes, the horror of blame-wor-
thinefs feemns, even in perfons who cannot
be fufpe@ed of any extraordinary delicacy
or fenfibility of character, completely to
conquer the dread of blame. In order to
allay that horror, in order to pacify, in
fome degree, the remorfe of their own con-
{ciences, they voluntarily fubmitted them-
felves both to the reproach and to the
punithment which they knew were due to
their crimes, but which, at the fame time,
they might eafily have avoided.

They are the moft frivolous and fuper-
ficial of mankind only who can be much
delighted with that praife which they them-
felves know to be altogether unmerited.
Unmerited reproach, however, is frequently
capable of mortifying very feverely even
men of more than ordinary conftancy.
Men of the moft ordinary conftancy, in-
deed, eafily learn to defpife thofe foolith
tales which are fo frequently circulated in

{ociety,
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fociety, and which, from their own ab-

furdity and falfehood, never fail to die
away in the courfe of a few weeks, or of
a few days. But an innocent man, though
of more than ordinary conftancy, is often,.
not only fhocked, but moft feverely morti-

" fied by the ferious, though falfe, imputa~

tion of a crime; efpecially when that im-
putation happens unfortunately to be fup-.
ported by fome circumftances which give
it an air of probability. He is humbled to
find that any body fhould think fo meanly
of his characer as to fuppofe him capable
of being guilty of it. Though perfeily
confcious of his own innocence, the very
imputation feems often, even in his own
imagination, to throw a fhadow of dif-
grace and difhonour upon his character.
His juft indignation, too, at {o very grofs
an injury, which, however, it may fre-
quently be improper, and fometimes even
impoflible to revenge, is itfelf a very pain~
ful fenfation. Thereis no greater tormen=

tor of the human breaft than violent re- .

fentment which cannot be gratified. An

the
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the falfe imputation of an infamous or
odious crime, fuffers the moft cruel mif-
fortune which it is poffible for innocence
to fuffer. 'The agony of his mind may, in
this cafe, frequently be greater than that
of thofe who fuffer for the like crimes, of
which they have been aCtually guilty. Pro-
fligate criminals, fuch as common thieves -
and highwaymen, have frequently little
fenfe of the bafenefs of their own condu&,
and confequently no remorfe. Without
troubling themfelves about the juftice or
injuftice of the punithment, they have al-
ways been accuftomed to look upon the
gibbet as a lat very likely to fall to them.
‘When it does fall to them, therefore, they
confider themfclves only as not quite fo
lucky as fome of their companions, and
fubmit to their fortune, without any other
uneafinefs than what may' arife from the
- fear of death ; a fear which, even by fuch
worthlefs wretches, we frequently fee, can
be fo eafily, and fo very completely con-
quered. The innocent man, on the con-
trary, over and above the uneafinefs which
this fear may occafion, is tormented by his

own
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own indignation at the injuftice which has
been done to him. He is ftruck with
horror at the thoughts of the infamy
which the punithment may fhed -upon his
memory, and forefees, with the moft ex-
quifite anguifh, that he is hereafter to be
remembered by his deareft friends and re=
lations, not with regret and affe@ion, but
with fhame, and even with horror for his
fuppofed difgraceful conduét: and the
fhades of death appear to clofe round him
with a darker and more melancholy gloom
than naturally belongs to them. Such fatal
accidents, for'the tranquillity of mankind,
it is to be hoped, happen very rarely in
any country ; but they happen fometimes
in all countries, even in thofe where juftice
is in general very well adminiftered. The
unfortunate Calas, a man of much more
than ordinary conftancy (broke upon the
wheel and burnt at Tholoufe for the fup-
pofed murder of his own fon, of which he
was perfectly innocent), feemed, with his
laft breath, to deprecate, nct fo much the
cruelty of the punifthment, as the difgrace
which the imputation might bring upon

his
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his memory. After he had been broke, and
was juft going to be thrown into the fire,
the monk, who attended the execution,
exhorted him to confefs the crime for which

" he had been condemned. My Father, faid

Calas, can you yourfelf bring yourfelf to
believe that I am guilty ? v

To perfons in fuch unfortunate circum-

ftances, that humble philofophy which con-

fines its views to this life, can afford, per-
haps, but little confolation. Every thing
that could render either life or death refpe&-
able is taken from them. They are con-
demned to death and to everlafting infamy.
Religion can alone afford them any effeGtual
comfort. She alone can tell them, that
it is of little importance what man may
think of their condu&, while the all-
feeing Judge of the world approves of it.
She alone can prefent to them the view
of another world; a world of more
candour, humanity, and juftice, than
the prefent; where their innocence is in
due time to be declared, and their virtue to
be finally rewarded: and the fame great

principle
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principle which can alone ftrike terror into
triumphant vice, affords the only effetual
confolation to difgraced and infulted inno-
cence.

In fmaller offences, as well as in greater
crimes, it frequently happens that a perfon
of fenfibility is much more hurt by the un-
juft imputation, than the real criminal is by
the aCtual guilt. A woman of gallantry
laughs even at the well-founded furmifes
which are circulated concerning her con-
du@. The worft founded furmife of the
fame kind is a mortal ftab to an innocent
virgin. The perfon who' is deliberately
gmlty of a difgraceful action, we may lay
it down, I believe, as a general rule, can
feldom have much fenfe of the difgrace;
and the perfon who is habitually guxlty of
it, can fcarce ever have any.

‘When every man, even of middling un-
derftanding, fo readily defpifes unmerited
-applaufe, how it comes to pafs that un-
‘merited reproach fhould often be capable of
mortifying fo feverely men of the foundeft

and
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and beft judgment, may, perhaps, deferve
fome confideration. '

Pain, I have already had occafion to ob-
ferve, is, in almoft all cafes, a more pun-
- gent fenfation than the oppofite and corre-
fpondent pleafure. ‘The on€, almoft al-
ways, deprefles us much more below the
ordinary, or what may be called the natural _
ftate of our happinefs, than the other ever
raifes us above it. A man of fenfibility is
apt to.be more humiliated by juft cenfure
than he is ever elevated by juft applaufe.
Unmerited applaufe a wife man reje@ts with
contempt upon all occafions; but he often
feels very feverely the injuftice of un-
merited cenfure. By fuffering himfelf to
be applauded for what he has not per-
formed, by affuming a merit which does
not belong to him, he feels that he is guilty
of a mean falfehood, and deferves, not the
admiration, but the contempt of thofe very
perfons who, by miftake, had been led to
admire him. It may, perhaps, give him
fome well-founded pleafure to find that he
has been, by many people, thought capable
of performing what he did not perform.

VOL. I. X But,
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But, though he may be obliged to his friends
for their good opinion, he would think
himfelf guilty of the greateft bafenefs if he
did not immediately undeceive them. It

gives him little pleafure to look upon him-’

felf in the light in which other people ac-
tually look upon him, when he is confcious
that, if they knew the truth, they would
look upon him in a very different light. A
weak man, however, is often much de-

lighted with viewing himfelf in this falfe -

and delufive light. He affumes the merit
of every laudable a&ion that is afcribed to
him, and pretends to that of many which
nobody ever thought of afcribing to him.
He pretends to have done what he never
«did, to have written what another wrote,
to have invented what another difcovered ;
and isled into all the miferable vices of pla-
_giarifin and common lying. But though
- no man of middling good fenfe can derive
-much pleafure from the imputation of a laud-
_able a&tion which he never performed, yet
-.a wile man may fuffer great pain from the

lerious imputation of a crime which he

.never committed. Nature, in this cafe, has
~.rendered the pain, not only more pungent
' than
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than the oppofite and correfpondent plea-
fure, but fhe has rendered it fo in a much
greater than the ordinaty degree. A denial
rids a man at once of the foolith and ridi-
culous pleafure ; but.it will not always rid
him of the pain. When he refufes the merit
which is afcribed to him, nobody doubts his
veracity. It may be doubted when he de-
- nies the crime which he is accufed of. He
is at once enraged at the falfehood of the
imputation, and mortified to find that any
credit thould be given to it. He feels that
his chara&er is not fufficient to protet
him. He feels that his brethren, far from
looking upoh him in that light in which he
anxioufly defires to be viewed by them,
think him capable of being guilty of what
he is accufed of. He knows perfectly that
he has' not been guilty. He knows per=
feGly what he has done; but, perhaps,
fcarce any man can know perfectly what
he himfelf is capable of doing. What the
peculiar conftitution of his own mind may
or may not admit of, is, perhaps, more or
lefs a matter of doubt to every man. The
truft and good opinion of his friends and .

X2 neigh=
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neighbours, tends more than any thing to
telieve him from this moft difagreeable
doubt; their diftruff and unfavourable
opinion to increafe it. He may think him-~
felf very confident that their unfavourable
judgment is wrong: but this confidence
can feldom be fo great as to hinder that
judgment from making fome. impreffion
upon him ; and the greater his fenfibility,
the greater his delicacy, the greater his-
worth in fhort, this impreffion.is likely to
be the greater.

The agreement or difagreement both of
the fentiments and judgments of other
people with our own, is, in all cafes, it muft
be obferved, of more or lefs importance to
us, exadtly in proportion as we ourfelves
are more or lefs uncertain about the pro-
priety of our own fentiments, about the
accuracy of our own judgments.

- A man of fenfibility may fometimes feel
great uneafinefs left he thould have yielded -
too much even to what may be called an
" honourable paffion; to his juft indignation,

o ) perhaps,
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perhaps, at the injury which may have
been done either to himfelf or to his friend.
He is anxioufly afraid left, meaning only
to a& with fpirit, and to do juftice, he may,
from the too great vehemence of his emo-
tion, have done a real injury to fome other
perfon; who, though not innacent, may -
not have been altogether fo guilty as he at
firlt apprehended. The opinion of other
people becomes, in this cafe, of the utmoft
importance to him. Their approbation is
the moft healing balfam; their difappro-
bation, the bittereft and moft tormenting
~poifon that can be poured into his uneafy
mind. When he is perfeitly fatisfied with
every part of his own condu&, the judg-
ment of other people is often of lefs im- .
portance to him,

There are fome. very noble and beautiful
arts, in which the degree of excellence can
be determined only by-a certain nicety of
tafte, of which the decifions, however, ap-
pear always, in fome meafure, uncertain.
There are others, in which the fuccefs ad-
mits, either of clear demonftration, or very

' X3 . fatif=
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fatisfatory proof. Among the candidates
for excellence in thofe different arts, the
anxiety about the public opinion is always
much greater in the former than in the
latter.

. The beauty of poetry is a matter of fuch
nicety, that a young beginner can {carce ever
be certain that he has attained it. Nothing
delights him fo much, therefore, as the fa-
vourable judgments of his friends and of the
public; and nothing mortifies him fo feverely
as the contrary. The one eftablifhes, the
other fhakes, the good opinion which he is
anxious to entertain concerning his own
performances. Experience and fuccefs may
in time give him a little more confidence in
his own judgment. He is at all times,
however, liable to be moft feverely morti-
fied by the unfavourable judgments of the
public. Racine was fo difgufted by the
indifferent fuccefs of his Phedra, the fineft
tragedy, perhaps, that is extant in any lan-
‘guage, that, though in the vigour of his
life, and at the height of his abilities, he
refolved to write no more for the ftage.

That
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"That great poet ufed frequently to tell his
fon, that the moft paltry and impertinent
criticifm had always given him more pain,.
than the higheft and jufteft eulogy had ever )
given him pleafure. The extreme fenfibi-
lity of Voltaire to the flighteft cenfure of
the fame kind is well known to every body.
The Dunciad of Mr. Pope is an everlafting
monument of how much the moft correct,-
as well as the moft elegant and harmonious
of all the Englifh poets, had been hurt by
the criticifims of the loweft and moft con-
temptible authors. Gray (whg joins to the.
fublimity of Milton the elegance and har-.
mony of Pope, and to whom nothing is
wanting to render him, perhaps, the firft
poet in the Englifh language, but to have
written a little more) is faid to have been
fo much hurt, by a foolifh and impertinent
parody of two of his fineft odes, that he
never afterwards attempted any confiderable.
work. Thofe men of letters who value
themfelves upon what'is called fine writing
in profe, approach fomewhat to the fenfibi-.
lity of poets. |

X 4 Mathe-
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Mathematicians, on the contrary, who
may have the moft perfe@ aflurance, both
of the truth and of the importance of their
" difcoveries, are frequently very indifferent
about the reception which they may meet
with from the public. The two greateft
mathematicians that I ever have had the
honour to be known to, and, I believe, the
two greateft that have lived in my time,
Dr. Robert Simpfon of Glafgow, and Dr.
Matthew Stewart of Edinburgh, never feem-
ed to feel even the flighteft uneafinefs from
the negle® with which the ignorance of
“the public received fome of their moft va-
luable works. The great work of Sir Ifaac
Newton, bis Mathematical Principles of Na-
tural Philofophy, 1 have been told, was for
feveral years negleted by the public. The
tranquillity of that great man, it is pro-
bable, never fuffered, upon that account,
the interruption of a fingle quarter of an
hour.- Natural philofophers, in their in-
dependency upon the public opinion, ap-
proach nearly to mathematicians, and, in
their judgments concerning the merit of
their own difcoveries and obfervations, en-

Joy
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joy fome degree of the fame fecurity and
tranquillity.

- 'The morals of thofe different claffes of
men of letters are, perhaps, fometimes
fomewhat affected by this very great differ-
ence in their fituation with regard to the
public.

Mathematicians and natural-philofophers,
from their independency upon the public
opinion, have little temptation to form them-
{felves into fa&ions and cabals, either for the
fupport of their own reputation, or for the
depreflion of that of their rivals. They
are almoft always men of the moft amiable
fimplicity of manners, who live in good
harmony with one another, are the friends

“of one another’s reputation, eater into no

intrigue in order to fecure the public ap-

plaufe, but are pleafed when their works are

approved of, without being either much -
vexed or very angry when they are ne=

gleGed.

It is not always the fame cafe with poets,
or with thofe who value themfelves upon
7 what
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what is called fine writing. They are very
apt to divide themfelves into a fort of lite-
rary faCtions; each cabal being often avow-
edly, and almoft always fecretly, the mortal
enemy of the reputation of every other,
and employing all the mean arts of intrigue
and folicitation te preoccupy the public opi- |
nion in favour of the works of its own
members, and againft thofe of its enemies
and rivals. In France, Defpreaux and Ra-
cine did not think it below them to fet
themfelves at the head of a literary cabal,
in order to deprefs the reputation, firft of
Quinault and Perreault, and afterwards of
Fontenelle and La Motte, and even to treat
the good La Fontaine with a fpecies of moft
difrefpetful kindnefs. In England, the
amiable Mr. Addifon did not think it un-
worthy of his gentle and modeft character
to fet himfelf at the head of a little cabal of
the fame kind, in order to keep down the
rifing reputation of Mr. Pope. Mr. Fon-
tenelle, in writing the lives and charalters
of the members of the academy of fciences,
a fociety of mathematicians and natural phi-
lofophers, has frequent opportunities of ce-

. lebrating
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lebrating the amiable fimplicity of their
manners; a quality which, he obferves,
was {0 univerfal among them as to be cha-
ra&eriftical, rather of that whole clafs of
men of letters, than of any individual.
Mr. D’Alembert, in writing the lives and
chara@ers of the members of the French
academy, a fociety of poets and fine writers,
or of thofe wha are fuppofed to be fuch,
feems not to have had fuch frequent op-
portunities of making any remark of this
kind, and nowhere pretends to reprefent
this amiable quality as chara&eriftical of that
clafs men of letters whom he celebrates,

Our uncertainty concerning our own
merit, and our anxiety to think favour-
ably of it, thould together naturally enough
make us defirous to know the opinion of
other people concerning it; to be more
than ordinarily elevated when that opinion
is favourable, and to be more than ordina-
rily mortified when it is otherwife: but
they thould not make us defirous either of
obtaining the favourable, or of avoiding
the unfavourable opinion, by intrigue and

' ’ cabal,
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- cabal.” When a man has bribed all the
judges, the moft unanimous decifion of the
court, though it may gain him his law-fuit,
cannot give him any aflurance that he was
in the right: and had he carried on his
. law-fuit mercly to fatisfy himfelf that he
was .in the right, he never would have
bribed the judges. But though he wifhed to
find himfelf in the right, he withed like-
wife to gain his law-fuit; and therefore he
bribed the judges. If praife were of no
confequence to us, but as a proof of our
own praife-worthinefs, we never fhould
- endeavour to obtain it by unfair means.
But, though to wife men it is, at leaft in
doubtful cafes, of principal confequence
upon this account; it is likewife of fome
confequence upon its own account: and
therefore (we cannot, indeed, upon fuch
occafions, call them wife men, but) men
- very much above the common level have
fometimes attempted both to obtain praife,
and to avoid blame, by very unfair means.

- Praife and blame exprefs what aGually
are; praife-worthinefs and blame-worthi-
nefs,
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nefs, what naturally ought to be the fen=
timents of other people with regard to our
chara@er and condu@. - The love of praife
is the defire of obtaining the favourable fen-
timents of our brethren. The love of praife-
- worthinefe is the defire of rendering our-
felves the proper objes of thofe fentiments.
So far thofe two principles refemble and are
akin to one another. The like affinity and
refemblance take place between the dread
of blame and that of blame-worthinefs.

The man who defires to do, or who ac-
tually does, a praife-worthy a&ion, may
likewife defire the praife which is due to it,
and fometimes, perhaps, more than is due
to it. The two principles are in this cafe
blended together. How far his condu&
may have been influenced by the one, and

how far by the other, may frequently be

unknown even to himfelf. It muft almoft
always be fo to other people. They who
are difpofed to leffen the merit of his con-
dud, impute it chiefly or altogether to the
mere love of praife, or to what they call

mere vanity. - They who are difpofed to
think
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think more favourably of it, impute it
chiefly or altogether to the love of praife~
worthinefs; to the love of what is really
honourable and noble in human condu& ;
to the defire, not merely of obtaining, but
of deferving the approbation and applaufe
of his brethren. The imagination of the
fpe&tator throws upon it either the one co-
lour or the other, according either to his
habits of thinking, or to the favour or dif
like which he may bear to the perfon whofe
condu he is confidering.

Some fplenetic philofophers, in judging
of human nature, have done as peevith
individuals are apt to do in judging of the
condu¢t of one another, and have imputed
to the love of praife, or to what they call
vanity, every action which ought to be
afcribed to that of praife-worthinefs. I
fhall hereafter have occafion to give an ac-
count of fome of their. {yftems, and fhall
not at prefent ftop to examine them.

* Very few men can be fatisfied with their
own private confcioufnefs that they have
' 9 -attained
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attained thofe qualities, or performed thofe
attions, which they admire and think
praife-worthy in other people; unlefs it is,
at the fame time, generally acknowledged
that they poflefs the one, or have performed
the other; or, in other words, unlefs they
have aCtually obtained that praife which
they think due both to the one and to the
other. In this refpe@, however, men differ
confiderably from one another. Some feem
indifferent about the praife, when, in their
own minds, they arc perfedtly fatisfied that
they have attained the praife-worthinefs.
Others appear much lefs anxicus about the
praife-worthinefs than about the praife.

No man can be completely, or even to-
lerably fatisfied, with having avoided every
thing blame-worthy in his condu&; un~
lefs he has likewife avoided the blame or
the reproach. A wife man may frequently
negle&t praife, even when he has beft de-
ferved it; but, in all matters of ferious
confequence, he will moft carefully endea-
vour fo to regulate his condu& as to avoid,
not only blame-worthinefs, but, as much

as
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as poflible, every probable imputation of
blame. He will never, indeed, avoid blame
by doing any thing which he judges blame-
worthy ; by omitting any part of his duty,
or by negleGting any opportunity of doing
any thing which he judges to be really and
greatly praife-worthy, But, with thefe
modifications, he will moft anxioufly and
carefully avoid it. 'To fhow much anxiety
about praife, even for praife-worthy a&ions,
is feldom a mark of great wifdom, but ge-
nerally of fome degreeof weaknefs. But, in
being anxious to avoid the fhadow of blame:
or reproach, there may be no weaknefs,
but frequently the moft praife-worthy pru-
. dence.

“ Many people,” fays Cicero, * defpife
¢« glory, who are yet moft feverely morti-
“ fied by unjuft reproach; and that moft
- % inconfiftently.” Thisinconfiftency, how-
ever, feems to be founded in the unalter-
able principles of human nature.

The all-wife Author of Nature has, in
this ‘manner, taught man to refpe&t the
fentiments
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fentiments and judgments of his brethren ;
to be more or lefs pleafed when they ap«
prove of his condu@, and to be more or
lefs hurt when they difapprove of it. He
has made man, if I may fay fo, the im-
mediate judge of mankind ; and has, in this
refpe&, as .in many others, created him
after his own image, and appointed him
his vicegerent upon earth, to fuperintend
the behaviour of his brethren. They are
taught by nature, to acknowledge that power
and jurifdi¢tion which has thus been con-
ferred upon him, to be more or lefs humbled
and mortified when they have incurred his
cenfure, and to be more or lefs elated when
they have obtained his applaufe.}_;-

But though man has, in this manner,
been rendered the immediate judge of man-
kind, he has been rendered fo only in the
firft inftance; and an appeal lies from his
fentence to a much higher tribunal, to the
tribunal of their own confciences, to that
of the fuppofed impartial and well-informed
fpe&ator, to that of the man within the
breaft, the great judge and arbiter of their

VOL. I. Y -condut.



‘322 Of the SENSE Part 111,

condu@&. The jurifditions of thofe two
tribunals are founded upon principles
which, though in fome refpects refembling
and akin, are, however, in reality different
and diftin@. The jurifdi@tion of the man
without, is founded altogether in the defire
of aGtual praife, and in the averfion to
a&ual blame. The jurifdi¢tian of the man
within, i3 founded altogether. in the defire
of praife-worthinefs, and in the averfion to
blame-worthinefs ; in the defire of pof-
fefling thofe qualities, and performing thofe
altions, which we love and admire in
other people; and in the dread of poflefl-
‘ing thofe qualities, and performing thofe
actions, which we hate and defpife in other
people. If the man without fhould ap-
plaud us, either for aGtions which we have
not performed, or for motives which had
no influence upon us; the man within can
immediately humble that pride and ele-
vation of mind which fuch groundlefs ac-
clamations might otherwife occafion, by
telling us, that as we knaw that we do not
deferve them, we render ourfelves defpi-
* cable by accepting them: If, on-the con-
trar y, the man without thould reproach us,

either
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either for a&tions which we never performe
ed, or for motives which had no influence:
upon thofe which we may have performed;
the man within may immediately correct
this falfe judgment, and aflure us, that we
are by no means the proper objects of that
cenfure which has fo unjuftly been be-
ftowed upon us. But in this and in fome
other cafes, the man within feems fome-
times, as it were, aftonifthed and confounded
by the vehemence and clamour of the man
without. The violence and loudnefs, with
which blame is fometimes poured out upon
us, feems to ftupify and benumb our natural’
fenfe of praife-worthinefs and blame-wor-
thinefs; and the judgments of the man
within, though not, perhaps, abfolutely al-
tered or perverted, are, however, fo much
fhaken in the fteadinefs and firmnefs of their
decifion, that their natural effe&, in fecuring
the tranquillity of the mind, is frequently
in a great meafure deftroyed. We {carce
dare to abfolve ourfelves, when all our bre-
thren appear loudly to condemn us. The
fuppofed impartial fpectator of our condu&

~ feems to give his opinion in our favour with

Y 2 , fear
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fear and hefitation; when that of all the
real fpeQtators, when that of all thofe with
whofe eyes and from whofe ftation he en-
deavours to confider it, is unanimoufly and
violently againft us. In fuch cafes, this
demigod within the breaft appears, like the
demigods of tlte poets, though partly of im-
mortal, yet partly too of mortal extraGtion.
When his judgments are fteadily and firmly
dire@ted by the fenfe of praife-worthinefs
and blame-worthinefs, he feems to a& fuit-
ably to his divine extraltion: But when
he fuffers himfelf to be aftonifhed and con-
founded by the judgments of ignorant and
weak man, heé difcovers his connexion with
mortality, andappears to act fuitably, rather
to the human, than to the d1vme, part of
lns orlgm.

In fuch cafes, the only effetual confola~
tion of humbled and affliGted -man lies in an
appeal to a ftill higher tribunal; to that of
the all-feeing Judge of the world, whofe eye
can never be deceived, and whofe judg-
ments can never be perverted. A firm con-
fidence in the unerring reitude of this

great




Chap. II. of Dury. . 32§

great tribunal, before which his innocence
is in due time to be declared, and his virtue
to be finally rewarded, can alone fupport
him under the weaknefs and defpondency
of his own mind, under the perturbation
and aftonithment of the man within the
breaft, whom nature has fet up as, in this
life, the great guardian, not only of his in- -
nocence, but of his tranquillity. Our hap-
pinefs in this life is thus, upon many occa-
fions, dependent upon the humble hope
and expe&ation of a life to come: a hope
and expeftation deeply rooted in human
nature; which can alone fupport its lofty
ideas of its own dignity ; can alone illu-
mine the dreary profpe& of its continually
approaching mortality, and maintain its
cheerfulnefs under all the heavieft calami-
ties to which, from the diforders of this
life, it may fometimes be expofed. That
there is a world to come, where exa&t juf-
tice will be done to every man, where every
man will be ranked with thofe who, in the
moral and intelleGtual qualities, are really
his equals; where the owner of thofe

' Y 3 . humble



326 Of the SeNsk Part 111

humble talents and virtues which, from
being deprefled by fortune, had, in this life,
no opportunity of difplaying themfelves;
which were unknown, not only to the pub-
" lic, but which hé himfelf could fcarce be
fure that he pofleffed, and for which even
the man within the breaft could fcarce ven-
ture to afford him any diftin& and clear tef>
timony; where that modeft, filent, and un-
known merit, will be placed upon a level,
and fometimes above thofe who, in this
world, had enjoyed the higheft reputation,
and who, from the advantage of their fitua-
tton, had been enabled to perform the mof}
fplendid and dazzling ations; is a doétrine,
in every refpeé fo venerable, fo comfortable
to the weaknefs, fo-flattering to the grandeur
of human nature, that the virtuous man
who has the misfortune to doubt of it,
cannot poflibly avoid withing moft earneftly
-and anxioufly to believe it. It could never
have been expofed to the derifion of the
fcoffer, had not the diftribution of rewards
and punifhments, which fome of its meft

' zealous affertors have taught us was to be.
made
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made in that world to come, been too fre-
quently in dire¢t oppoﬁuon to all our moral--
ﬁnt:ments. '
Tha’t the aﬂiduou_s courtier is often more
favoured than the faithful and adtive fer-
vant ; that attendance -3nd adulation are
often ihorter and furer roads to preferment
than merit or fervice; and that a campaign
at Verfailles or St. James’s is often worth
two either in Germany or Flanders, is a
‘¢complaint which we have all heard from
many a venerable, but difcontented, old
officer. But what is confidered as the great-
eft reproach even to the weaknefs of earthly.
fovereigns, has been afcribed, as an a& of
juflice, to divine perfection ; and the duties’
of devotion, the public and private worthip
of the Deity, have been reprefented, even '
by men of virtue and abilities, as the fole
virtues.which can either entitle to reward or
- exempt from punithment in the life to come,
They were the virtues, perhaps, moft fuit-
able to their ftation, and in which they
them(elves chiefly excelled; and we-are all
naturally difpofed to over-rate the excellen-
¥ 4 cies
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cies of our own charaéters. In the difcourfe
~ which the eloquent and philofophical Maf-
fillon pronounced, on giving his benediction - '
. to the ftandards of the regiment of Catinat,
there is the following addrefs to the officers:
% What is moft deplorable in your fitu-
¢ ation, Gentlemen, is, that in a life-hard
“ and painful, in which the fervices and
 the duties fometimes go beyond the ri-
gour and feverity of the moft auftere
¢ cloifters ; you fuffer always in vain for
“ the life to come, and frequently even for
“ this life. . Alas! the folitary monk in
“ his cell, obliged to mortify the flefh and
- ¢ to fubje&t it to the fpirit, is {fupported by
% the hope of an affured recompence, and
“ by the fecret unction of that grace which
“ foftens the yoke of the Lord. - But you,
“ on the bed of death, can you dare to re-
“ prefent to Him your fatigues and the
¢ daily hardthips of your employment? can
“ you dare to folicit Him for any recom~
¢ pence? and in all the exertions that you
“ have made, in all the violences that you
 have done to yourfelves, what is there
. % that

[ {3

|
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“ that He ought to place to His own ac-
% count? The beft days of yeur life, how-
“ ever, have been facrificed to your profef~
¢ fion, and ten years fervice has more worn
 out your body, than would, perhaps, have
¢ done a whole life of repentance and mor-
¢ tification. Alas! my brother, one fingle
“ day of thofe fufferings, confecrated to
¢ the Lord, would, perhaps, have obtained
¢ you an eternal happinefs. One fingle
“ altion, painful to nature, and offered up
to Him, would, perhaps, have fecured to
¢ you the inheritance of the Saints. And

“ you have done all this, and in vain, for
“ this world.”

[ {3

To compare, in this manner, the futile
mortifications of a monaftery, to the enno-.
bling hardfhips and hazards of war; to fup-
pofe that one day, or one hour, employed
in the former fhould, in the eye of the great
Judge of the world, have more merit than a
whole life fpent honourably in the latter, is
furely contrary to all our moral fentiments;
to all the principles by which nature has
taught us to regulate our contempt or ad-

| miration.
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miration. It is this {pirit, however, which,
while it has referved the celeftial regions for-
monks and friars, or for thofe whofe con-
du@ and converfation refembled thofe of
monks and friars, has condemned to the
infernal all the heroes, all the flatefmen and
lawgivers, all the poets and phxlofophers
of former ages; all thofe who have in-
vented, improved, or excelled in the arts
which contribute to the fubfiftence, to the
conveniency, or to the ornament of human -
life; all the great prote@ors, inftructors,
and benefa&tors of mankind; all thofe to
whom our natural fenfe of praife-wor-
 thinefs forces us to afcribe the higheft merit
and moft exalted virtue. Can we wonder
that fo ftrange an application of this moft
refpetable dottrine fhould fometimes have
expofed it to contempt and derifion ; with
thofe at leaft who had themfelves, perhaps,
no great tafte or turn for the devout and
contemplative virtues *? <

# See Voltaire.
Vous y grillex fage et do&e Platon,
Divin Homere, eloquent Ciceron, &c.

7
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CHAP I
Of the Influence and Authority of Confeience,

uT though the approbation of his own
B confcience can {carce, upon fome ex-
traordinary occafions, content the weaknefs
of man ; though the teftimony of the fup~
pofed impartial fpeftator of the great in~
mate of the breaft, cannot always alone fup-
port him ; yet the influence and authority
of this principle is, upon all occafions, very
great; and it is only by confulting this
judge within, that we can ever fee what re~
lates to eurfelves in its proper fhape and
dimenfions ; or that we can ever make any
proper comparifon between our own inte=

refts and thofe of other people.

As to the eye of the body, objeGs ap-
pear great or fmall, not fo much according
to their real dimenfions, as according to the

- nearnefs

o~ et
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nearnefs or diftance of their fituation ; fo
"do they likewife to what may be called the
natural eye of the mind: and we remedy
the defects of both thefe organs pretty
much in the fame manner. In my prefent
fituation an immenfe landfcape of lawns,
and woods, and diftant mountains, feems
to do no more than cover the little window
which I write by, and to be out of all pro-
portion lefs than the chamber in which I
am fitting. I can form a juft comparifon
between thofe great objets and the little
obje@s around me, in no other way, than
by tranfporting myfelf, at leaft in fancy,
to a different ftation, from whence I can
furvey both at nearly equal diftances, and
thereby form fome judgment of their real
proportions. Habit and experience have
taught me to do this fo eafily and fo readily,
that ] am fcarce fenfible that I doit; and
a man muft be, in fome meafure, acquaint-
ed with the philofophy of vifion, before he
can be thoroughly convinced, how little
thofe diftant objecs would appear to the

eye, if the i 1mag1natmn, from a knowledg;
o
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of their real magnitudes, did not {well and
dilate them. :

In the fame manner, to the felfith and
original paffions of human nature, the lofs
or gain of a very fmall intereft of our own,
appears to be of vaftly more importance;
excites a much more paflionate joy or
forrow, a much more ardent defire or aver«
fion, than the greateft concern of another
with whom we have no particular con-
nexion. His interefts, as long as they are
furveyed from this ftation, can never be
put into the balance with our own, can
never reftrain us from doing whatever may
tend to promote our own, how ruinous fo-
ever to him. - Before we can make any
proper comparifon of thofe oppofite in-
terefts, we muft change our pofition. We
muft view them, neither from our own
place nor yet from his, neither with our
own eyes nor yet with his, but from the
place and with the eyes of a third perfon,
who has no particular connexion with
either, and who judges. with impartiality
between us.  Here, too, habit and experi-

2. . ence
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ence have taught us to do this fo eafily and
{o readily, that we are fcarce fenfible that
we do it ; and it requires, in this cafe too,
fome degree of refle¢tion, and even of phi-
lofophy, to convince us, how little intereft
we fhould take in the greateft concerns of
our neighbour, how little we fhould be af-
feted by whatever relates to him, if the
fenfe of propriety and juftice did not cor-
Te@ the otherwife natural inequality of our
fentiments.

Let us fuppofe that the great empire of
China,- with all its myriads of inhabitants,
was fuddenly {wallowed up by an earth-
quake, and let us confider how a man of
humanity in Europe, who had no fort of
connexion with that part of the world,
would be affeted upon receiving intelli-
gence of this dreadful calamity. He would,
I imagine, firft of all, exprefs very ftrongly
- his forrow for the misfortune of that un-
happy people, he would make many me-
lancholy refle@ions upon the precarioufnefs
of human life, and the vanity of all the
labours of man, which could thus be an-

nihilated
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nihilated in a moment. He would too,
perhaps, if he was a man- of {peculation,
enter into many reafonings concerning the
 effes which this difafter might produce
upon the commerce of Europe, and the
trade and bufinefs of the world in general.
And when all this fine philofophy was
over, when all thefe humane fentiments
had been once fairly exprefled, he would'
purfue his bufinefs or his pleafure, take his
repofe or his diverfion, with the fame eafe
and tranquillity, as if no fuch accident had
happened. The moft frivolous difafter
which could befal himfelf would occafion
a more real difturbance. If he was to lofe
his little finger to-morrow, he would not
fleep to-night; but, provided he never faw
them, he will fnore with the moft pro-
found fecurity over the ruin of a hundred
millions of his brethren, and the deftruc~
- tion of thatimmenfe multitude feems plain-
ly an obje&t lefs interefting to him, than
this paltry misfortune of his own. To
prevent, therefore, this paltry misfortune
to himfelf, would a man of humanity be
willing to facrifice the lives of a hundred
millions
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millions of his brethren, provided he had
never feen them ? Human nature ftartles
with horror at the thought, and the world,
in its greateft depravity and corruption,
never produced fuch a villain as could be
capable of entertaining- it. But what
makes this difference? When our paffive
feelings are almoft always fo fordid and fo
felfith, how comes it that éur a&ive prin-

ciples fhould often be fo generous and fo

noble? When we are always fo much
more deeply affeted by whatever concerns
ourfelves, than by whatever concerns other
men ; what is it which prompts the gene-
rous, upon all occafions, and the mean
upon many, to facrifice their own interefts
to the greater interefts of others? It is not
the foft power of humanity, it is not that
feeble (park of benevolence which Nature
has lighted up in the human heart, that is
thus capable of countera&ting the firongeft
- impulfes of felf-love. It is a ftronger
power, a more forcible motive, which
exerts itfelf upon fuch occafions. It is rea=
fon, principle, confcience, the inhabitant
‘of the breaft, the man within, the great

Judge
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judge and arbiter of our condu&. It is
he who, whenever we aré about to a& fo
as to affe&t the happinefs of others, calls to
us, with a voice capable of aftonifhing the
moft prefumptuous of our paflions, that we
are but one of the multitude, in no refpe&t
better than any other in it ; and that when
we prefer ourfelves fo thamefully and fo
blindly to others, we become the proper
- objecs of refentment, abhorrence, and exe-

cration. It is from him only that we learn
the real littlenefs of ourfelves, and of what-
ever relates to ourfelves, and the natural
mifreprefentations of - felf-love can be cor-
refted only by the eye of this impartial
fpeQator. It is he who thows. us the pro-
‘priety of generofity and the deformity of
injuftice; the propriety of refigning the
greateft interefts of our own, for the yet
greater -interefts’ of others, and the defor-
mity of doing the fmalleft injury to another,
in order to obtain the greateft benefit to
. ourfelves. It is not the love of our neigh«

“bour, it is not the love of mankind, which
upon many occafions prompts us to the
pradice of thofe divine virtues. It is a

VoL. I. 'Z ftronger
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fironger love, a more powerful affeGtion,
which generally takes place upon fuch oc-
cafions ; the love of what is honourable
‘and noble, of the grandeur, and dignity,
and fuperiority of our own characters.

When the happinefs 6r mifery of others
depends in any refpe& upon our:conduét,

we dare not, as felf-love might fuggeft to
us, prefer the intereft of one to that of

many. The man within immediately calls-
to us, that we value ourfelves too much
and other people too little, and that, by
doing fo, we render ourfelves the proper

object of the contempt and indignation of:

our brethren. Neither is this fentiment
confined to men of extraordinary magna-
nimity and virtue. It is deeply impreffed
upon every tolerably good foldier, who
fecls that he would become the fcorn of his
companions, if he could be fuppofed capa-
ble of fhrinking from danger, or of hefitat-
ing, either to expofe or to throw away his

life, when the good of the fervice required
it ' ' ‘

.. One
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* One individual muft never prefer himfelf
fo much even to any other individual, as to
hurt -or injure that other, in order to
benefit himfelf, though the benefit to the
one fhould be much greater than the hurt
or injury to the other. The poor man
muft neither defraud nor fteal from the
rich, though the acquifition might be
much more beneficial to the one than the
lofs could be hurtful to the other. Thc
man within 1mmed1ately calls to him, in
this cafe too, that he is no better than his
neighbour, and that by this unjuft prefer-
ence he renders himfelf the proper object
of the contempt and indignation of man-
kind; as well as of the punithment which .
that. contempt and indignation muft na-
turally difpofe them to infli&, for having
thus violated one of thofe facred rules, upon
the tolerable obfervation of which depend
the whole fecurity and peace of human
foc1ety There is no commonly honeft
man who does not more dread the inward
difgrace of fuch an adion, the indelible
ftain which it would for ever ftamp upon

lns own :mind, than the greateft external”
' % 2 . calamlty
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calamity which, without any fault of his
own, could poffibly befal him ; and who
does not inwardly feel the truth of that
great ftoical maxim,-that for one man to
deprive another unjuftly of any thing, or
unjuftly to promote his own advantagc by
the lofs or difadvantage of another, is more
contrary to nature, than death, than po-
verty, than pain, than all the misfortunes
which can affe€ him, either in his body,
~ or in his external circumfances. -

When the happinefs or mifery. of others,
indeed, in no refpeCt depends upon our
condu&, when our interefts are altogether
{eparated and detached from theiss, fo the*
there is neither connexion nor competition
between them, we do not always think it
fo neceffary to reftrain, either our natural
and, perhaps, improper anxiety about our. -
own affairs, or our natural and, perhaps,
equally improper indifference about. thofe
- of other men. The moft vulgar education
teaches us to act, upon all important oc-
cafions, with fome fort of impartiality be-.
tween ourfelves and ochens, and:even the’

: ordinary
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ordinary commerce of the world is capable
of -adjufting our adive principles to fome
degrée of propriety. But it is the moft
artificial and refined education only, it has
been faid, which can corre& the inequali-
ties of our paffive feelings ; and we muft
for this purpofe, it has been pretended,
have recourfe to the fevereft, as well as td
the profoundeft philofophy. -,

Two different fets.of philofophers have
attempted to teach us this hardeft of all the
leflons of morality. One fet have labour-
ed to increafe our fenfibility to the interefts
of others ; ‘another, to diminifh that to our
own.  The firft would have us feel for
others as we naturally feel for ourfclves.
The fecond would have us feel for our-
felves as we naturally feel for others. Both,.
perhaps, have -carried their dodrines a
good deal beyond the jult ftandard of na-
ture and propriety.

The firft are thofe whining and mclan=
choly moralifts, who are perpetually re-
proaching us with our happinefs, while fo

zZ 3 many
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_ many of .our brethren are in mxfery -whe
regard as impious the natural joy of profpc-,
rity, which does not think of the many
wretches that are at every inftant labouring
under all forts of calamities, in the languor
of poverty, in the agony of difeafe, in the
horrors of death, under the infults and ep-
plem011 of their enemies. Commiferation
for thofe mlfenes which. we never faw;
which we never heard of, but which we
may be aflured are at all times- infefiing
fuch numbers of our fellow-creatures,
ounrht they think, to damp the pleafures
of the fortunate, and to render a certain
melanchol deje&wn habitual to all men,
But firft og all, this extreme fympathy with
-misfortunes which we know nothing about,
feems altogether abfurd and unreafonable.
Take the whole earth at an average, for
‘one man who fuffers pain . or xmfcry, you
will find twenty‘m profpenty and joy, or
at leaft in tolerable c1rcumf’cances. ‘No

* See Thomfon’s Seafons, Winter :

¢ Ah! little think the gay hcenuous proud ¥ &e.
See alfo Pafcal,

reafon, .
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reafon, furely, can. be affigned why we
fhould rather weep with the one than re-
joice with the twenty. This artificial com-
miferation, befides, is not only abfurd, but
feems altogether unattainable ; and thofe
who affe& this charater have commonly
mnothing but a certain affe@ed and’ fenti-
mental fadnefs, which, without reaching
the heart, ferves only to render the counte-
nance and converfation impertinently dif-
mal and difagreeable. And laft of all,
this difpofition of mind, though it could be
attained, would be perfectly ufelefs, and
. could ferve no other purpofe than to render
- miferable the perfon who poffefled it
Whatéver intereft we take in the fortune.
of thofe with whom we have no acquaint-
ance or connexion, and who are placed al-
together out of the fphere of our ad&ivity,
can produce only anxiety to ourfelves,
without any manner of advantage to them.
To what purpole fhould we trouble our-’
felves, about the world in the moon? All
men, even thofe at the greateft diftance,
are no doubt entitled to our good wifhes,
~and our goad withes we naturally give

Z 4 them,
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them. But if, notwithftanding, they
fhould be unfortunate, to give ourfelves
any anxiety upon that account, fecms to
be no part of our duty., That we fhould
be but little interefted, therefore, in the
fortune of thofe whom we can neither ferve
nor hurt, and who are in every refpect fo
very remote from us, feems wifely ordered
by Nature; and if it were poffible to alter
in this refpe& the original conftitution of
our frame, we could yet gain nothing by
- the change.

It is never objeCted to us that we have
too little fellow-feeling with the joy of
fuccefs. Wherever envy does not prevent
it, the favour whith we bear to profperity
is rather apt to be too great; and the fame
moralifts who blame us for’ want of fuffi-
cient fympathy with the miferable, re-
proach us for the levity with which we are
too apt to admire and almoft to worthip the
fortunate, the powerful, and the rich.

Auiong the moralifts who endeavour to
corret the natural inequality of our paf-
five
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five feelings by diminithing our fenfibility
to. what peculiarly concerns ourfelves, we
may count all the ancient fects of philofo-
-pHers, but particularly the ancient Stoics.
Mgn, according to the Stoics, ought to re-
gard-himfelf, not as fomething feparated
and detached, but a8 a citizen of the world,
a member of the vaft commonwealth of
nature. 'To the intereft of this great com-
munity, he ought at all times to be Wllhﬂg
that his own little intereft thould be facri-
ficed. Whatever concerns himfelf, ought
to affe@ him no more than whatever con-
cerns any other equally important part of
this immenfe fyftem. We fhould view
ourfelves, not in’ the light in which our
own felfith paffions are apt to place us, but
in the light in which any other citizen of
the world would view us. 'What befalls
ourfelves we fhould regard as what befalls
our neighbour, or, what comes to the fame
thing, as our neighbour regards what be-
falls us. * When our neighbour,” fays
EpiQetus, “ lofes his wife, or his fon,
¢ there is nobody who is not fenfible that
s thisisa hyman. calamity, a natural event

¢ alto-



* 346 'Of the SEnse . "Pare IIT.
"% altogether according to the . ordinary
¢ courfe of things; but, when the fame
¢ thing happens to ourfelves, then we cry
« out, asif we had fuffered the moft dread-
« ful misfortune. - We ought, however,
¢ ta remember how. we. were . affeGed
¢ when this accident happenéd to another,
« and fuch as we were in his cafe, fuch
"¢ ought we to be in our own.”

Thofe private misfortunes, for which
our feelings are apt to go beyond the
‘bounds of propriety, are of two different
‘kinds. ‘They are either fuch as affe& us
only indirectly, by affe®ing, in the firft
place, fome other perfons who are parti-
cularly dear to us; fuch as our parents,
" our children, our brothers and fifters, our
intimate friends § or they are fuch as affe
ourfelves immediately and dire&ly, either
in our body, in our fortune, or in our re-
putation ; fuch as pain, ficknefs, ap-
proaching death, poverty, difgrace, &c.

In misfortunes of the firft kind, our emo-

" tions may, no doubt, go very much beyond
' what
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what; exa propriety will, admit of; buf
tHey may likewife fall fhort of it,” and they-
frequently- do fo. The man who' fhould
feel no more for the death.or diftrefs of his
-own fathcr, or fon, than for thofe of .any
other ;man’s father or.fon, would appear
ne¢ither a good fon nor'a good father.
Such unnatural indifference, far from excit~
ing our applaufe, would incur our higheft
difapprobation. Of thofe domeftic affec-
tions, however, fome are moft apt to offend
by their excefs, and others by their defect.
Nature, for the wifeft purpofes, has ren-
dered, in moft men, perhaps in all-men,
‘parental tendernefs a much fironger affec-
tion than filial piety. The continuance and
propagation of the {pecies depend altogether
upon the former, and not upon the latter.
~In ordmary cafes, the exiftence and preferv-"
ation of the child depend altogether upon
the care of the parents. Thofe of the pa-
rents feldom depend upon that of the child.
. Nature, therefore, has rendered the former
- affetion {o ftrong, that it generally requires
not to be excited, but to be moderated ;
and moralifts feldom endgavour to teach us

how
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bow to indulge,. but generally how to re-
firain our fondnefs, our exceflive attach-
ment, the unjuft preference which we are
difpofed to give to our own children above
thofe of other people. They exhort us, on
the contrary, to-an affetionate attention to
our parents, and to make a proper return to
them, in their old age, for the kindnefs
which they had fhown to us in our infancy
and youth. In the Decalogue we are com-
manded to honour our fathers and mothers.
No mention is made of the love of our chil-
dren. Nature had f{ufficiently prepared us
for the performance of this latter duty.
Men are feldom accufed of affeting to be
fondei of their children than they really
are. 'They have {fometimes been fufpected
of difplaying their piety to their parents
with too much oftentation. The oftenta-
tious forrow of widows has, for a like rea-
fon, been fulpeGted of infincerity. We
fhould refpect, could we believe it fincere,
even the excefs of {uch kind affe@ions;
and though we might not perfetly ap-
prove, we fhould not feverely condemn it.

That it appears praife-worthy, at leaft in
' - the
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the eyes of thofe who affe it, the very af-
feQation is a proof.

Even the excefs of thofe kind affetions
which are’ moft apt to offend by their ex-
cefs, though it may appear blameable,
never appears odious, We blame the ex-
ceflive fondnefs and anxiety of a parent,
as fomething which may, in the end, prove
hurtful to the child, and which, in the mean
time, is exceflively inconvenient to the pa-
rent; but we eafily pardon it, and never
regard it with hatred and. deteftation. But
the defe& of this ufually exceflive affeGtion
appears always peculiarly odious. = The
man who appears to feel nothing for his
awn children, but who treats them upon all
occafions with unmerited feverity and harfh-
nefs, feems of all brutes the moft deteftable.
The fenfe of propriety, fo far from re-
quiring us to-eradicate altogether that extra-
ordinary fenfibility, which we naturally feel
for the misfortunes of our neareft connec--
tions, is always much more offended by the-
defe@, than it ever is by the extefs of that
fenfi-
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fenfibility. The ftoical apathy is, in fuch

cafes, never agreeable, and all the metaphy--
fical fophifms by which it is fupported can
feldom ferve any other purpofe than to blow
up the hard infenfibility of a_cexcomb to
ten times its native impertinence: The poets
and romance writers, who beft paint the re-
finements and delicacies of love and friend-
fhip, and of all other private and domeftic |
affe@tions, Racine and Voltaire; Richard-
fon, Maurivaux, and Riccoboni ; are, in
fuch cafes, much better inftrutors than !
Zeno, Chryﬁppus or Epi&etus. g

That. moderated fenﬁblhty to the mif- ¢
. fortunes of others, which does not difqua- :
hfy us for the performance of any duty; “
the melancholy and affeCionate remem- j
brance of our departed friends ; the pang, as-
Gray fays, to_fegret forrow dear are by no
means undelicious fenfations. Though they
outwardly wear the features of pain and
gnef they are ‘all inwardly ftamped with
the ennobling chara&ers of virtue and felf-
approbauon. ‘ :

- It

| |
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It is otherwife in the misfortunes which
affe ourfelves immediately and direttly,-
either in our body, in our fortune, or in
our reputation, The fenfe of propriety is
much more apt to be offended by the ex-
cefs, than by the defe& of our fenfibility,
and there are but very few cafes in which
we can approach too near to the ftoical
apathy and indifference.

That we have very little fellow-feeling
with any of the paflions which take their
origin from the body, has already been ob-
ferved. 'That pain which is occafioned by
an evident caufe; fuch as, the cutting or
tearing of the fleth ; is, perhaps, the affec-
tion of the body with which the {peator
feels the moft lively fympathy. The ap-
proaching death of his neighbour, too, fel-.
dom fails to affe@ him a good deal. In
both cafes, however, he feels fo very little
in comparifon of what the. perfon princi-
pally .concerned feels, that the latter can
fcarce ever offend the former by appearing -
to fuffer with too much eafe.

The
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The mere want of fortune, mere po-
verty, excites little compaffion. Its com-
plaints are too apt to be the objelts rather
of contempt than of fellow-feeling. We de-
fpife a beggar ; and, though his importuni-
ties may extort an alms from us, he is fcarce
ever the obje& of any ferious commifera-
tion. The fall from riches to poverty, as
it commonly occafions the moft real diftrefs’
to the fufferer, fo it feldom fails to excite
the moft fincere commiferation in the fpec-
tator. Though, in the prefent ftate of fo-
ciety, this misfortune can feldom happen
without fome mifcondu&, and fome very
confiderable mifcondu& too, in the fuf-
ferer; yet he is almcft always fo much
pitied that he is fcarce ever allowed to fall’
into the loweft ftate of poverty; but by the
means of his friends, frequently by the in-
dulgence of thofe very creditors'who have
much reafon to complain of his imprudence,
is almoft always fupported in fome degree
of decent, though humble, mediocrity. To

“perfons under fuch misfortunes, we could,
perhaps, eafily pardon fome degree of weak-.

nefs; but, at the fame time, they who carry
.7 the
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the firmeft countenance, who accommodate
themfelves with the greateft eale to their
new fituation, who feem to feel no humili-
ation from the change, but to reft their
rank in the fociety, not upon their fortune,
but upon their charaGer and condu&, are
always the moft approved of, and never fail
to command our higheft and moft affeGtion-
at¢ admiration. >

" As, of all the external misfortunes which
can affe®t an innocent man immediately
and direély, the undeferved lofs of reputa-
tion is certainly the greateft; fo-a confider-
able degree of fenfibility to whatever can
bring on fo great ‘a calamity, does not al-
ways appear ungraceful or difagreeable.
We often efteem a young man the more, |
‘when he refents, though with fome degree
of violence, any unjuft reproach that may
have been thrown upon his chara&er or his
honour. The affliion of an innocent
young lady, on acccunt of the groundlefs
furmifes which may have been circulated
concerning her conduct, appears often per-
fectly amiable, Perfons of an advanced

VOL. I Aa age,
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age, whom long experience of the folly
and injuftice of the world, has taught to
‘pay little regard, either to its cenfure or to
its applaufe, negle@ and defpife obloquy,
and do not even deign to honour its futile
-authors with any ferious refentment. This
indifference, which is founded altogether on
a firm confidence in their own well-tried
and well-eftablithed chara&ers, would be
difagreeable in young people, who neither
can nor ought to have any fuch confi-
dence. It might in them be fuppofed to
forebode, in their advancing years, a moft
improper infenfibility to real honour and
infamy.

In all other private misfortunes which
affe&t ourfelves immediately and diredly,
we can very feldom offend by appearing
to be too little affected. We frequently. re-
member our fenfibility to the misfortunes *
of others with pleafure and fatisfa&tion.
We can feldom remember that to our own,
without fome degree of fhame and humili-
ation, '

If
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If we examine the different fhades and
gradations of weaknefs and felf-command,
as we meet with them in common life, we
fhall very eafily fatisfy ourfelves that this
control of our paffive feelings muft be ac-
quired, not from the abftrufe fyllogifms of a
quibbling dialeic, but from that great dif-
cipline which Nature has eftablithed for the
acquifition of this and of every other virtue;
a regard to the fentiments of the real or fup-
pofed fpeCtator of our conduét.

A very young child has no [elf-com-
mand ; but, whatever are its emotions,
" whether fear, or grief, or anger, it endea-
-vours always, by the violence of its out-
cries, to ‘alarm, as much as it can, the atten-
tion of its nurfe, or of its parents. While
it remains under the cuftody of fuch partial
prote&ors, its anger is the firft and, per-
haps, the only paflion which it is taught to
moderate. By noife and threatening they
are, for their own eafe, often obliged to
frighten it into good temper; and the paf-.
‘fion which incites it to attack, is reftrained
by that which teaches it to attend to its own.

Aaz - fafety.
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fafety. When it is old enough to go to
fchool, or to mix with its equals, it foon
~ finds that they have no fuch indulgent par-
tiality. It naturally wifhes to gain their
favour, and to avoid their hatred or con-
tempt. Regard even to its own fafety
teaches it to do fo; and it foon finds that
‘it can do fo in no other way than by mo-
derating, not only its anger, but all its other
paffions, to the degree which its play-fellows
and companions are hkely to be pleafed
with. It thus enters into the great fchool
of felf-command, it ftudies to be more and
more mafter of itfelf, and begins to exercife
over its own feelings a difcipline which the
practice of the longeft life is very feldom
fufficient to’bring to complete perfe&xon.

In all private - mxsfortunes, in pain, in
ficknefs, in forrow, the weakeft man, when
his friend, and ftill more when a ftranger
vifits him, is immediately imprefled with
the view in which they are likely to look
upon his {ituation. Their view calls off his.
attention from his own view ; and his breaft

is, in fome meafure, becalmed the moment
they
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they come into his prefence. This effe&
is produced inftantaneoufly and, as it were,
mechanically ; but, with a weak man, it is
not of long continuance., His own view
of his fituation immediately recurs upon

“him. He abandons himfelf, as befote, to

fighs and tears and lamentations ; and en=
deavours, like a child that has not yet gone
to {chool, to produce fome fort of harmony
between his own grief and the compaffion
of the fpe@ator, not by moderating the
former, but by 1mportunate]y calling upon
the latter.

With a man of a little more firmnefs,
the effe@ is fomewhat more permanent.
He endeavours, as much as he can, to fix
his attention upon the view which the com-
pany are likely to take of his fituation. He
feels, at the fame time, the efteem and ap-
probation which they naturally conceive for
him when he thus preferves his tranquil-
lity; and, though under the preflure of
fomre recent and great calamity, appears to
feel for himfelf no more than what they
really feel for him. ' He approves and ap-

"Aagj3 plauds
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plauds himfelf by fympathy with their ap-
probation, and the pleafure which he derives
from this fentiment fupports and enables
him more eafily to continue this generous
effort. ‘In moft cafes he avoids mention=- -

ing his own misfortune ; and his company,
if they are tolerably well bred, are careful
to fay nothing which can put him in mind
of it. He endeavours to entertain them, in

his ufual way, upon indifferent fubjeés, or,
if he feels himfelf ftrong enough to venture
to mention his misfortune, he endeavours
to talk of it as, he thinks, they are capable
of talking of it, and even to feel it no fur-

ther than they are capable of feeling it. If
he has not, however, been well inured to
‘the hard difcipline of felf-command, he foon
grows weary of this reftraint. A long

vifit fatigues him ; and, towards the end of
it, he is conftantly in danger of doing, what
he never fails to do the moment it is over,
of abandoning ‘himfelf to all the weaknefe
of exceffive forrow. Modern good man-
ners, which are extremely indulgent to hu-

“man weaknefs, forbid, for fome time, the -
vifits of ftrangers to perfons under great

‘  family
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family diftrefs, and permit thofe only of the
neareft relations and moft intimate friends.
The prefence of the latter, it is thought,
will impofe lefs reftraint than that of the .
former ; and the fufferers can more eafily
accommodate themlelves to the feelings of
thofe, from whom they have reafon to ex-
pe&t a more indulgent fympathy. Sectet

-enemies, who fancy that they are not known
- to be fuch, are frequently fond of making

thofe charitable vifits as early as the moft
intimate friends.- The weakeft man in the -
world, in this cafe, endeavours to fupport.
his manly countenance, and, from indigna-
tion and contempt of their malice, to be-
have with as much gaiety and eafe as he
can,

. The man of real conﬁan_c)" and firm=-
‘nefs, the wife and juft man who has been

thoroughly bred in the great fcheol of felf-
command, in the buftle and bufinefs of the
world, expofed, perhaps, to the violence and
injuftice of faction, and to the hardfhips and
hazards of war, maintains this control of
his paflive feelings upon all occafions ; and
Aagq whether
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whether in folitude or in fociety, wears
nearly the fame countenance, and is affeGted
very nearly in the fame manner. In fuc-
cefs and in difappointment, in profperity
and in adverfity, before friends and before
enemics, he has often been under the ne-
- ceility of fupporting this manhood. He
has never dared to forget for one moment
the judgment which the impartial {peGator
would pafs upon his fentiments and con-
du&. He has never dared to fuffer the
man within the breaft to be abfent one mo-~
ment from his attention. With the eyes
of this great inmate he has always been
accuftomed to regard whatever relates to
himfelf. This habit has become perfedly
familiar to him. He has been in the con-
ftant prattice, and, indeed, under the con-
ftant neceflity, of modelling, or of endea-
vouring - to model, not only his outward
condu&-and behaviour, but, as much as
he can, even his inward fentiments and
feelings, according to thofe of this awful
and refpeCtable judge. He does not merely
affect the fentiments of the impartial fpeGa-
tor. He really adopts them He almoft

‘ . ~ identifies
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identifies himfelf with, he almoft becomes
himfelf that impartial {peQator, and {carce

even feels but as that great arbiter of his
condué dire&s him to feel. '

- The degree of the felf-approbation with
which every man, upon fuch occafions,
furveys his own condud, is higher or
lower, exally in proportion to the degree
of felf-command which is neceflary in

" order to obtain that felf-approbation. Where

little felf-command is neceffary, little felf-
approbation is due. The man who has
only fcratched his finger, cannot much ap-
plaud himfelf, though he fhould immedi-
ately appear to have forgot this paltry mif-
fortune. The man who has loft his leg by
a cannon fhot, and who, the moment after,
{peaks and a&s with his ufual coolnefs and
tranquillity, as he exerts a much higher
degree of felf-command, fo he naturally
feels a much higher degree of felf~approba-

‘tion. With moft men, upon fuch an ac-

cident, their own natural view of their own
misfortune would force itfelf upon them

- with fuch a vivacity and ftrength of colour-

g

ing,
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ing, as would entirely efface all thought of
cvery other view. They would feel no-
thing, they could attend to nothing, but
their own pain and their own fear; and
not only the judgment of the ideal man
within the breaft, but that of the real fpec-
tators who might happen to be prefent,
would be entirely overlooked and difre~
garded. '

The reward which Nature beftows upon
good behaviour under misfortune, is thus
exatly proportioned to the degree of that
good behaviour. The only compenfation
the could poffibly make for the bitternefs
of pain and diftrefs is thus tao, in equal
degrees of good behaviour, exa&ly pro-

portioned to the degree of that pain and.
diftrefs. In proportion to the degree of
the felf-command” which is neceflary in

order to conquer our natural fenfibility, the
pleafure and pride of the conqueft are fo

‘much the greater; and this pleafure and -

pride are fo great that no man can be alto-
gether unhappy who completely enjoys

them, Mifer,_y and wretchednefs can never

~enter

\
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enter the breaft in which dwells complete

Aelf-fatisfaCtion ; and though it may be too

'much, perhaps, to fay, with the Stoics,
that, under fuch an accident as that above
mentioned, the happinefs of a wife man is
in every refpe& equal to what it could have
been under any other circumftances; yet it
muft be acknowledged, at leaft; that this
complete enjoyment of his own {felf-ap-
plaufe, though it may not altogether ex-
tinguifh, muft certainly very much alle-
viate his fenfe of his own fufferings.

In fuch paroxyfms of diftrefs, if I may
be allowed to call them fo, the wifeft and
firmeft man, in order to preferve his equa=
nimity, is obliged, I imagine, to make a
confiderable, and even a painful exertion.
His own natural feeling of his own diftrefs,
his own natural view of his own fituation,

- prefles hard upon him, and he cannot,

without a very great effort, fix his atten~
tion upon that of the impartial fpetator.
Both views prefent themfelves to him at
the fame time. His fenfe of honour, his

regard to his own dignity, dire@s him to
fix
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fix his whole attention upon the one view.
His natural, his untaught and undifciplined
feelings, are continually calling it off to the
other. He does not, in this cafe, perfectly
identify himfelf with the ideal man within
the breaft, he does not become himfelf the
impartial {peGtator of his own condué.
The different views of both charatters exift
in his mind feparate and diftin& from one
another, and each dire&ing him to a beha-
viour different from that to which the other

* dire@s him. When he follows that view

which honour and dignity point out to
him, Nature does not, indeed, leave him
without a recompenfe. He enjoys his own
complete felf-approbation, and the applaufe
of every candid and impartial {pe&ator,
By her unalterable laws, however, he ftill
fuffers ; and the recompenfe which fhe be-
flows, though very confiderable, is not
fufficient completely to compenfate the {uf-
ferings which thofe laws infli&. Neither
is it fit that it thould. If it-did complete-
ly compenfate them, he could, from felf-
intereft, have no motive for avoiding an

accident which muft neceflarily diminifh
* his
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his utility both to himfelf and to fociety;
and Nature, from her parental care of
both, meant that he fhould anxioufly avoid
all fuch accidents. He fuffers, therefore,
and though, in the agony of the paroxyfm,
_he maintains, not only the manhood of his
countenance, but the fedatenefs and fo-
briety of his judgment, it requires his ut-
moft and moft fatiguing exertions to do

{o.

By the conflitution of human nature,
however, agony can never be permanent ;
and, if he furvives the paroxy{m, he foon
comes, without any effort, to enjoy his or-
dinary tranquillity. A man with a wooden *
leg fuffers, no doubt, and forefees that he
muft continue to fuffer during the remain-
der of his life, a very confiderable incon-
veniency. He foon comes to view it, how-
ever, exaltly as every impartial {petator
views it; as an inconveniency under which
he can enjoy all the ordinary pleafures
both of folitude and of fociety. He foon
identifies himfelf with the ideal man within
" the breaft, he foon becomes himfelf the im-
partial - .
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partial fpe&tator of his own fituation. He
no longér weeps, he no longer laments, he
no longer grieves over it, as a.weak man
may fometimes do in the beginning. The
view of the impartial fpeGtator becomes fo
perfe@ly habitual to him, that, without
any effort, without any exertion, he never
thinks of furveying his misfortune in any
other view. ,

The never-failing certainty with which
all men, fooner or later, accommodate them-
felves to whatever becomes their permanent
fituation, may, perhaps, induce usto think
that the Stoics were, at leaft, thus far very
nearly in the right; that, between one
permanent fituation and another, there was,
with regard to real happinefs, no eflential
difference : or that, if there were any dif-
ference, it was no more than juft fufficient
to render fome of. them the obje&s of
fimple choice or. preference; but not' of
any earneft or anxious defire: and others,
of fimple reje&tion, as being fit to be fet
afide or avoided ; but not of any earneft or
-anxious averfion. Happinefs confifts. in
tranquillity and enjoyment. Without tran-

1 quillity
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quillity there can be no enjoyment; and

where there is perfe&t tranquillity there is

fcarce any thing which is not capable of
amufing. But in every permanent fitua-

tion, where there is no expeCation of
change, the mind of‘every man, in a

longer or fhorter time, returns to its natural

and ufual ftate of tranquillity. In profpe-

rity, after a certain time, it falls back to

that ftate; in.adverfity, after a certain time,

it rifes up to it. In the confinement and

{olitude of the Baftile, after a certain time,

" the fathionable and frivolous Count de

Lauzun recovered tranquillity enough to

be capable of amufing himfelf with feeding

a fpider. A mind better furnifhed would,

perhaps, have both fooner recovered its

tranquillity, and fooner found, in its own .
- thoughts, a much better amufement.

The great fource of both the mifery and
diforders of human life, feems to arife from -
over-rating the difference between one per-
manent fituation and another. Avarice
over-rates the difference  between poverty
and riches :- ambition, that between a pri-

; vate
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vate and a public ftation: vain-glory, that
between obfcurity and extenfive reputation,
The perfon under the influence of any of
thofe extravagant pallions, is not only
miferable in his a&ual fituation, but is
often difpofed to difturb the peace of fo-
ciety, in order to arrive at that which he
fo foalithly admires. The flighteft obferv-
ation, however, might fatisfy him, that,
in all the ordinary fituations of human life,
a well-difpofed mind may be equally calm,
equally cheerful, and equally contented.
Some of thofe fituations may, no doubt,
deferve to be preferred to others: but none
of them can deferve to be purfued with
that paflionate ardour which drives us to
violate the rules either of prudence or of
juftice ; or to corrupt the future tranquil-
lity ‘of our minds, either by fhame from
the remembrance of our own folly, or by
remorfe from the horror of our own in-
juftice. Whetever prudence does not di-
re&, wherever juftice does not permit, the
attempt to change our fituation, the man
who does attempt it, plays at the moft un-
equal of all games of hazard, and ftakes

‘ every
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every thing againft fcarce any thing. What
the favourite of the king of Epirus faid to
his mafter, may be applied to men in all
the ordinary f{ituations of human life,
When the King had recounted to him, in
their proper order, all the conquefts which
he propofed to make, and had come to the
laft of them ; And what does your Ma-
jefty propofe to do then? faid the Favour-
ite.—~I propofe then, faid the King, to
enjoy myfelf with my friends, and endea-
wour to be good company over a bottle.—
Aund what hinders your. Majefty from
doing fo now? replied the Favourite. In
the. moft glittering and exalted fituation
that our.idle fancy can hold out to us, the
pleafures from which we propofe to derive
our real happinefs, are almoft always the
fame with thofe which, in our actual,
though humble ftation, we have at all
times at hand, and in our power. Except
the fnvolous pleafures of vanity and fupe-
riority, we may find, in the moft humble
ftation, where, there is only perfonal li~
berty; every other whxch the moft exalted
- VOL. L. B b can
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can afford; ‘and-the pleafures of vanity and
fuperiority are feldom-confiftent with per-
fe@ tranquillity the principle and 'founda-
tion of ‘all feal and fatisfatory enjoyment. -
Neither is it 'dlivays ‘certain that, in the
fplendid fituation which we-aim at, thofe
feal ‘and fatisfa@ory pleafures can be enjoy-
ed with the firhe fecurity as in the humble
orie which we ‘are ‘fo very cager to ‘aban-
don. ‘Examine the ‘records ‘of hiftory,
recollet what has happened within the
circle of your own eéxperience, confider
with attention what has been the condudt
of almoft all the greatly unfortunate, either
th' private ‘or ‘public tife, whom you may
have éither read of, or’heard- of, or remem-
ber; ‘and you will find that the misfortunes
of by far the ‘greater part ‘of them have
' anfen from their-not'knowing when they
were well, 'when it was proper for them to
fit' ftill and to be contented. “The inferip-
‘tion upon the témb-ﬁone ‘of the man ‘who
had endeavonted ‘to mend'a tolerable con-
flitution by taking’ phyﬁc 3 Fawas well,
“ I wibed o be kmr ;"bere Tam ;”“may
géne-
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generally be applied with great juftnefs to
the diftrefs of difappointed avarice.and am-
bition.

It may be thought a fingular, but I be-
lieve it to be a juft obfervation, that, in the
misfortunes which admit of fome remedy,
the greater part of men do not either fo
readily or fo univerfally recover their na-
tural -and ufual tranquillity, as ‘in thofe
which plainly admit of none. -In misfor-
tunes of the latter kind, it is chiefly in
~ awhat -may-be called the paroxyfm, or in
~ ¢he-firft attack, that we can dilcover any
fenfible difference between the fentiments
and behaviour of the wife and thofe of the
sveak man. In.the end, Time, the great
and univerfal comforter, gradually com-
pofes the weak man to the fame degree of
tranquillity which a regard to his own dig-
ity .and manhood. teaches- the wife man
to affume in the beginning. /The cafe of
the man .with ithe .wooden' leg is an obvi~
-ous example- of this. In- the irreparable
misfortunes occafioned by -the death -of
- -children, -or of friends agd relatipns, .even

- Bb2 a wife
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a wife' man may for fome time indulge
himfelf in fome degree of moderated for~
row. An affe@ionate, but weak womarn,
is often, upon fuch occafions, almoft per-
. fe@ly diftracted. = Time, however, in a
longer or fhorter period, never fails to com-
pofe the weakeft. woman to the fame de~
gree of tranquillity as the ftrongeft man.
In all the irreparable calamities which af-
- fe& himfelf immediately and. djredly, a

wife man endeavours, from the beginning,
to anticipate and to enjoy before-hand,
that tranquillity which he forefees the
courfe of a few months, or a few years,
will certainly reftore to him in the end.

In the misfortunes for which the nature

of things admits, or feems to admit, of a

' remedy, but in which the means of apply~
ing that remedy are not within the reach of

- the fufferer, his vain and fruitlefs attempts
"to reftore himfelf to his former fituation,
-his continual anxiety for their fuccefs, his
repeated difappointments upon their mif-

.carriagé, are what chiefly hinder him from
.refummg his natural tranquillity, and fre-
SRS Co - quently
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quently render miferable, during the whole
of his life, a man to whom a greater mif-
fortune, but which plainly admitted of no
remedy, would not have given a fortnight’s
difturbance. In the fall from royal favour
to difgrace, from power to infignificancy,
from riches to poverty, from liberty to con-
finement, from ftrong health to fome linger-
ing, chrenical, and perhaps incurable dif-
eafe, the man who ftruggles the leaft, who
moft eafily and readily acquiefces in the
fortune which has fallen to him, very foon
recovers his ufual and natural tranquillity,
and furveys -the moft difagreeable circum-
ftances of his aQual fituation in the fame
light, or, perhaps, in a much lefs unfavour-
able light, than that in which the moft in-
different fpe@ator is difpofed to furvey
them.. Faltion, intrigue, and cabal,
difturb the quiet of the unfortunate ftatef. -
man. Extravagant projes, vifions of gold
mines, interrupt the repofe of the ruined
bankrupt. The prifoner, who is continu-

~ ally plotting to efcape from his confine-

ment, cannot enjoy that carelefs fecurity
which even a prifon can afford him. _ The
medicines of the phyfician aré often the

Bb 3 . greateft



374 Of the SENsE Pare 11T,

gredteft torment of the incurable patient,
The monk who, in order to comfort Joanna
of Caftile, upon the death of her hufband
_Philip, told her of a King, who, fourteen
years after his deceafe, had been reftored
to life again, by the prayers of his afli&ed
queen, was not likely, by his legendary
tale, to reftore fedatenefs to the diftemper-
ed mind of that unhappy Princefs. She
endeavoured to repeat the fame experiment
in hopes of the fame fuccefs ; refifted for a
long time the burial of her hufband, foon
after raifed his body from the grave, at-
tended it almoft conftantly herfelf, and
watched, with all the impatient anxiety of
frantic expetation, the happy moment
when her withes were to be gratified by the
revival of her beloved Philip *.

Our fenfibility to the feelings of others,
fo far from being inconfiftent with the
manhood of felf-command, is the very
principle upon which that manhood is
founded. The very fame principle or in-
ftin& which, in the misfortune of our neigh-

* See Robertfon’s Charles V. vol. ii. pp. 4 and
15, fielt edition.
bour,
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bour, prompts us’ to compaffionate lus
forrow ; in our own misfortune, prompts
us to reftrain the abje and miferable la-
mentations of our own forrow. The fame
principle or inftin@ which, in his profperity
and fuccefs, prompts us to congratulate his
joy; in our own profperity and fuccefs,
prompts us to reftrain the levity and intem-
perance of our own joy. In both cafes,
the propriety of our own fentiments and
feelings feems to be exadly in proportlon
to the vivacity and force with which we
enter into and conceive his fennments and
feelings.

The man of the moft perfe& virtue, the
man whom we naturally love and revere
the moft, is he who joins, to the moft per—
fe& command of his own original and
felfith feelings, the moft exquifite fenfibi-
lity both to the original and fympathetlc
feelings of others. The man who, to all
the foft, the amiable, and the gentle vxrtues,
joins all the great, the awful, and the re-
fpe@able, muft furely be the natural and

Bb 4 proper
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pi'oper objeé't of our hlghef’c love and ad-
m;ranon. ,

The perfon beft fitted by nature for ac-
quiring  the former of thofe two fets of
virtues, is likewife neceflarily beft fitted for
acquiring the latter. The man who feels
the moft for the joys and forrows of others,
is beft fitted for acqumng the moft com~
plete control of his own joys and forrows,
The man of the moft exquifite humanity,
is naturally the moft capable of acquiring
~ the higheft degree of felf-command. He
may not, however, always have acquired
it; and it very fréquently happens that he
has not. He may have lived too much in
eafe and tranquillity. He may have never
been expofed to the violence of fattion, or
to the hardfhips and hazards of war. = He
may have never experienced the infolence
of his fuperiors, the jealous and. mallgnaut
envy of his equals, or the pllfermg injuftice
of his inferiors. = When, in an advanced
age, fome accidental change of fortune ex--
pofes hzm to all thefe, they ‘all make too -

' grcat :
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great an 1mprefﬁ0n upon him. He has the
difpofition which fits him for acquiring the
moft perfe&t felf-command; but he has
never had the opportunity of acquiring it.
Exercife and practice have been wanting;
and without thefe no habit can ever be to-
lerably eftablithed.  Hardfhips, dangers,
injuries, misfortunes, are the only mafters

" under whom we can learn the exercife of

this virtue. But thefe are all mafters to

whom nobody wxllmgly puts hxmfelf to

fchool .

The fituations in which the gentle virtue
of humanity can be moft happily cultivat-
ed, are by no means the fame with thofe
which are beft fitted for forming the auftere
virtue of felf~command. The man who is
himfelf at eafe can beft attend to the diftrefs
of others. The man who is himfelf ex-
pofed to -hardfhips is moft immediately
called upon to attend to, and to control
his own feelings. In the mild funfhine of
undifturbed tranquillity, in the calm retire-.
. ment of undiffipated and philofophical
leifure, the foft virtue of humanity flourifhes
the
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the meoft; and is capable of the h1ghe& im-
provement. But, in fuch fituations, the
greateft and nobleft exertions of felf-com-
mand: have little exercife. Under the boif-
terous and ftormy tky of war and fadion,
of public tumult and confufion, the furdy
feverity of felf-command profpers the moft,
and can be the moft fuccefsfully cultivated.
But, in fuch fituations, the ftrongeft fug-
geftions of humanity muft frequently be
flifled or negleGed ; and every fuch ne-
gle@ neceflarily tends to weaken the
principle of humanity. As it may fre-
quently be the duty of a foldier not to take,
fo it may fometimes be his duty not to
give quarter; and the humanity of the
- man who has been feveral times under the
neceflity of fubmitting to this difagreeable
duty, can fcarce fail to fuffer a confiderable -
diminution. For his own eafe, he is too
apt to learn to make light of the misfor-
tunes which he is fo often under the ne-
ceflity of occafioning; and the fituations
“which call forth the nobleft exertions of
felf-command, by impofing the neceflity of
violating fometxrncs the property, and fome-

times
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times the life of our neighbour, ahvayo
tend to diminifh, and too often.to extin=
guifh altogether, that facred regard to both,
which is the foundation of juftice and hu-
manity. [t is upon this account, that we
fo frequently find in the world men of
great humanity who have little felf-coma
mand, but who are indolent and irrefolute,
and eafily ditheartened, either by difficulty
or danger, from the moft honourable pur-
fuits ; and, on the contrary, men of the
moft perfe&t felf~command, whom no dif-
ficulty can difcourage, no. danger appal,
and who are at all times ready for the moft
daring and defperate enterprifes, but who,
at the fame time, feem to be hardened
againft all fenfe either of juftice or huma-
nity.

In folitude, we are apt to feel too ftrongly
whatever relates to ourfelves: we are apt
to over-rate the good effices we may have
done, and the injurie§ we may have fuffer-
ed: we are apt to be too much elated by
our own good, and too much dejected by

our own bad fortune, The converfgtion
: " of
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of a friend brings us to a bettér, that of a
ftranger to a ftill better temper. The man
within the breaft, the abftra& and ideal
fpeGator of our fentiments and condu&,
requires often to be awakened and put in
mind of his duty, by the prefence of the
real {peCator: ‘and it is always from that

{peQator,” from whom we can expe& the

leaft fympathy-and indulgence, that we are
likely to learn the moft complete leffon of
" felf-command,

- Are you in‘adverfity ? Do not mourn in
the darknefs of -folitude, do not regulate
your forrow - according to the ‘indulgent
fympathy of your intimate friends ; return,
as foon as poffible, to the day-light of the
world and of fociety. Live with ftrangers,
with thofe who know nothing, or care no-
thing about your ‘misfortune ; do not even
fhun the company of enemies; but give
yourfelf the pleafure of mortifying their
malignant joy, by making them feel how
little you are affeted by your calamity,
and how much you are aboveit. |

| Are.

o e e e e
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Are you in profperity ' Do, not confine
the enjoyment of: your:good fortune to
'your own houfe, to the company - of your
own friends,- perhaps of your flattérars, of
thofe who build. upon your fortune the
hopes of mending their own; frequent
thofe who are independent of you, who
.can value you only for your chara&er and
.condu&, and not for your fortune. Nei-
ther feek nor fhun, neither intrude yourfelf
‘into nor run away from the. fociety of thofe
who were once your fuperiors, and who
.may be hurt at finding you their equal, or,
perhaps, even their fuperior. The imper-
tinence of their pride may, perhaps, render
“their ‘company too difagreeable: but if it
thould not, be.affured that it is. the beft
company you can. poflibly kéep; and if, by
the fimplicity of your unaffuming demean-~
‘our, you can gain their favour and kind~
‘nefs, you may reft fatisfied that you are
modeft enough, and that your head has
been in no refpe&t turned by your good
fortune,

CL " The
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The -propriety of our meoral fentiments
s mever fo apt to he corrupted, as when
-the indulgent and partial fpeQator is at
“hand, -while the indifferent and impartial
‘one is at a great diftance. |

" Of - the condu&:of one independent na-
tion :towatds .ancther, neutval nations are
the only :indifferent ‘and impartial .fpeta~
‘tors. But'they are placed at -{o great a
diftance “that . they are almoft . quite out of
{ight.  'When two- nations -are at variance,
the.citizen. of each: pays little regard to the
fentiments which ‘foreign nations may. en-
tertain concerning his condutt. His awhole
ambition :is ‘to -obtain the approbation of
his own:fellow-citizens ; -and as they .are
-all . animated -by “the {fame “hoftile - paflions
-which animate himfelf; he can never pleafe
them f{o much.as by enraging and -offend-
ing their' enemies. "The: partial. {fpeQtator
dsat hand : : the.impartial -one .at a.great
diftance. - In war:and - negotiation,: there-
fore, the laws of juftice are very:feldom
obferved. Truth and fair dealing are al-
moft totally difregarded. Treaties are vio-

lated ;
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lated ; and the violation, if fome advaritage
is gained by it, fheds fcarce-any-dithenouit
upon the violator. The ‘ambaffador who
dupes the minifter 6f a foreign nation, is
adinired and ‘applauded. ‘The juft ‘man
who difdains eithér to take or’to give any
© advantage, bit “who -would-think it lefs
dithonourable -to give than to take ode;
thie fan who, ‘in ‘all ;ptivate Teanfictions,
would 'Be'the ‘moft beloved -and ehe’ miolt
efteemed’; in thofe’ public'ttanfa&‘lohs is
regarded as a‘fool -4nd 2n ‘idiot, Wwho does
mot underftind ‘his bhﬁnefs«, and he'incurs
always the contémpt, “and’ fométimes even
the déteftation'of his fellow<citizens. In
War, Tiot' only ‘what are ‘called the ldws ‘of
nations, are frequently violated, without
bringing (among his own fellow-citizens,
whofe judgmerits “he * only 'regards) any
confiderable difhonoiir ipon ‘the violator ;
but'thofe laws thémfelves ite, ‘the'greater
part 'of ‘them, 1aid"down with very little
régard ‘to the ‘plaineft’ and - 'mobfk obvicus
rules 'of juftice.. That the tnhotetit, though
they tody havefome conrexion ‘or depédd-
enty " npbn tl'xc “ghilty (whl&h *pethaps,

they
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they themfelves cannot help), fhould not,
upon that account, fuffer or be punithed
for the guilty, is one of the plaineft and
moft obvious rules of juftice. In the moft
unjuft war, however, it is commonly the
fovereign or the rulers only who are
guilty. The fubjefts are almoft always
perfe&ly innocent. Whenever it fuits the
conveniency of a public enemy, however,
the goods of the peaceable citizens are
feized both at land and at fea ; then‘ lands
are laid wafte, their houfes are burnt and
they themfelves, if they prefume to make
any refiftance, are murdered or led into
captivity ; and all-this in the moft perfe&
confornuty to what are called the laws of
nations. :

The ammoﬁty of hoﬁxle fa&:ons,whetber |

civil or ecdeﬁaf’ucal is. often ftill more furi-
ous than that of hoftile nations ; and their
condu& towards one another is often fill
more atrocious.. What may be called the
laws of faGtion have often been lald down
by grave authors with Ihll lefs regard to

the rules of Jufhce than what are called the
o laws

1
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laws of nations. The moft ferocious pa-
triot ‘never flated it as a ferious queftion,
- Whether faith ought to be kept with public
enemies +~Whether faith ought to be kept
with rebels ? Whether faith ought to he

-kept with heretics? are queftions Whlch
‘have been often furioully agitated by _cel:-
brated doGors both civil and ecclefiaftical.
It is needlefs to obferve, I prefume, that
‘both rebels and heretics are thofe unlucky
‘perfons, who, when thinés have come to a
«certain degree of violence, have the mif-
fortune to be of the weaker party. Ina
nation diftracted by fa&ion, there are, no

doubt, always a few, though commonly

but a very few, who preferve their judge-

ment untainted by -the general contagion.

They feldom amount to more than, here

and there,.a folitary individual,. without

- any influence, excluded, by his own can-.
.dour, from the confidence of either party,
-and Who, though he may be one of the

wifeft, is neceffarily, upon that very ac-

count, one of the moft infignificant men

in the fociety. All fuch people are held in

contempt and derifion, frequently in de-

VOL. I. cc teftation,
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teftation, by the furious zealots of both
parties. A true party-man hates and de-
fpifes candour ; and, in reality, there is no
vice which could fo effeGually difqualify
him for the trade of a party-man as that
fingle virtue. The real, revered, and im-
partial fpetator, therefore, is, upon no
occafion, at a greater diftance than amidft
the violence and rage of contending parties.
~ To them, it may be faid, that fuch a fpec~
tator fcarce exifts any where in the uni-
verfe. Even to the great Judge of the
univerfe, they impute all their own preju-
dices, and often view that Divine Being as
animated by all their own vindi&ive and
implacable paflions. Of all the corrupters
of moral {entiments, therefore, fa&tion and

fanaticifm have always been by far the
~ greateft.

Concerning the {fubje& of felf-command,

I fhall only obferve further, that our ad-
miration for the man who, under the
heavieft and moft unexpected misfortunes,
continues to behave with fortitude and firm-
nefs, always fuppofes that his fenfibility to
thofe
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thofe misfortunes is very great, and fuch as
it requires a very great effort to conquer or
command. The man who was altogether
infenfible to bodily pain, could deferve no
applaufe from enduring the torture with the
moft perfe& patience and equanimity. The
man who hadbeen created without the na-
tural fear of death, could claim no merit
from preferving his coolnefs and prefence
of mind in the midft of the moft dreadful
dangers. It is one of the extravagancies
of Seneca, that the Stoical wife man was,
in this refpe@, fuperior even to a God;
that the fecurity of the God was altogether
the benefit of nature, which had exempted
him from fuffering ; but that the fecurity -
of the wife man was his own benefit, and
derived altogether from himfelf and from
his own exertions.

The fenfibility of fome men, however,
to fome of the objects which immediately
affe themfelves, is fometimes fo ftrong as
to render all {felf-command impoffible. No
fenfe of honour can control the fears of
the man who is weak enough to faint, or

¢cc2 - to
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to fall into convulfions, upon the approach
of danger. Whether fiich weaknefs of
nerves, as it has been called, may not, by
gradual exercife and proper difcipline, ad-
mit of fome cure, may, perhaps, be doubt-
“ful. It feems certain that it ought never
“to be trufted or employed.

CHAP 1V.

Of the Nature of Self-deceit, and of the
Origin and Ufe of general Rules.

IN order to pervert the re&itude of our
& own judgments concerning the pro-
priety of our own condu&, it is not al-
ways neceflary that the real and impartial
fpeator fhould be at a great diftance.
When he is at hand, when he is prefent,
~ the violence and injuftice of our own felfith
paflions are fometimes fufficient to induce
the man within the breaft to make a report
very different from what the real circum-

1 : ftances
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ftances of the cafe are capable of autho-
rifing.

There are two different occafions upon
which we examine our own condu&, and
endeavour to view it in the light in which
the impartial fpeGtator would view it: firft,
when we are about to a&; and fecondly,
after we have a&ted. OQur views are apt to
be very partial in both cafes; but they are
apt to be moft partial when it is of moft -
importance that they fhould be otherwife.

When we are about to a&, the eagernefs
of paffion will feldom allow us to confider
what we are doing, with the candour of an
indifferent perfon. The violent emotions
which at that time agitate us, difcolour our
views of things, even when we are endea-
vouring to place ourfelves in the fituation
of another, and to regard the obje@s that
intereft us in the light in which they will
naturally appear to him. The fury of our
own paffions conftantly calls us back to our
own place, where every thing appears mag-
nified and mifreprefented by felf-love. . Of

cc3 the
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the manner in which thofe objeéts would
appear to another, of the view which he
would take of them, we can obtain, if I may
fay fo, but inftantaneous glimpfes, which
vanifh in a moment, and which, even while
they laft, are not altogether juft. ‘We can-
not even for that moment diveft ourfelves
entirely of the heat and keennefs with which
our peculiar fituation infpires us, nor con-
{ider what we are about to do with the
complete impartiality of an equitable judge.
The paffions, upon this account, as father
Malebranche fays, all juftify themfelves,
and feem reafonable and proportioned to
their obje&s, as long as‘we continue to feel -
them,

When the al&ion is over, indeed, and the
spaflions which. prompted it have fubfided,
we can enter more coolly into the fentiments
of the indifferent fpecator. What before
interefted us is naw become almoft as indif-
ferent to us as it always was to him, and we
can now examine our own condu with his
- candour and impartiality. The man of to-
day is no longer agltated by the fame pal-

3 fions
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fions which diftra&ted the man of yefter-
day: and when the paroxyfm of emotion,
in the fame manner as when the paroxyfm
of diftrefs, is fairly over, we can identify
ourfelves, as it were, with the ideal man
within the breaft, and, in our own charac-
ter, view, as in the one cafe, our own fitua-
tion, {o in the other, our own condu&, with
the fevere eyes of the moft impartial fpec-
tator. But our’ judgments now are often
of little importance in comparifon of what
they were before ; and can frequently pro-
duce nothing but vain regret and unavailing
repentance ; without always fecuring us
from the like errors in time to come. It
is feldom, however, that they are quite
candid even in this cafe. The opinion
which we entertain of our own chara&er
~ depends entirely on our judgment concern-

ing our paft condu@. It is fo difagreeable
to think ill of ourfelves, that we often pur-
pofely turn away our view from thofe cir-
cumftances which might render that judge-
ment unfavourable. He is a bold furgeon,
they fay, whofe hand does not tremble when
he performs an operation upon his own

ccy4 perfon ;
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perfon; and he is often equally bold wha
does not hefitate to pull off the myfterious
veil of felf-delufion, which covers from his
view the deformities of his own condu&.
Rather than fee our own behaviour under
fo difagreeable an afpe&, we too often,
foolithly and weakly, endeavour to exaf-
perate anew thofe unjuft paffions which had
formerly mifled us; we endeavour by arti=
fice to awaken our old hatreds, and irritate
afrefh our almoft forgotten refentments: we
even exert ourfelves for this miferable pur-

- pofe, and thus perfevere in injuftice, merely
becaufe we once were unjuft, and becaufe
we are athamed and afraid to fee that we
were fo. '

So partial are the views of mankind with
regard to the propriety of their own con-
du@, both at the time of action and after

it; and fo difficult is it for them to view it

in the light in which any indifferent fpec-

tator would confider it. But if it was by a

peculiar faculty, fuch as the moral fenfe ig

fuppofed to be, that they judged of their
own condu@, if they were endued with a

parti-
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particular power of perception, which dif~
finguithed the beauty or deformity of paf-
fions and affeCtions; as their own paffions
would be more immediately expofed to the
view of this faculty, it would judge with
more accuracy concerning them, than con-
cerning thofe of other men, of which ithad .
pnly a more diftant profpe&t.

This felf-deceit, this fatal weaknefs of
mankind, is the fource of half the diforders
of human life. If we faw ourfelves in the
light in which others fee us, orin which
they would fee us if they knew all, a re-
formation would generally be unavoidable,
'We could not otherwife endure the fight,

Nature, however, has not left this weak+
nefs, which is of fo much importance, alto- .
gether without a remedy; nor has fhe
abandoned us entirely to the. delufions of
felf-love. Our continual obfervations upon
the condu& of others, mfenﬁbly lead us to
form to ourfelves certain general rules con-
cerning what is fit and proper either to be
dane or to be avaided. Some of their ac-

: tions
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tions fhock all our natural fentiments. We
hear every body about us exprefs the like
deteftation againft them. This ftill further
" confirms, and even exafperates our natural
fenfe of their deformity. It fatisfies us that -
we view them in the proper light, when
we fee other people view them in the fame
light.  'We refolve never to be guilty of the
like, nor ever, upon any account, to render
ourfelves in this manner the obje&s of uni-
verfal difapprobation. We thus naturally
lay down to ourfelves a general rule, that
all fuch alttons are to be avoided, as tend-
ing to render us odious, contemptible, or
punifhable, the objeéts of all thofe fenti-
ments for which we have the greateft dread
and averfion. Other a&ions, on the con-
trary, call forth our approbation, and we
hear every body around us exprefs the fame
favourable opinion concerning them. Every
body is eager to honour and reward them.
They excite all thofe fentiments for which
we have by nature the ftrongeft defire; the
love, the gratitude, the admiration of man-
kind. We become ambitious of performing

the like; and thus naturally lay down to
' ‘ our-
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ourfelves a rule of another kind, that every
opportunity of alting in this manner is care-
fully to be fought after.

Tt is thus that the general rules of mora~
lity are formed. They are ultimately
founded upon experience of what, in par-
ticular inftances, our moral faculties, our
natural fenfe of merit and propriety, ap-
prove, or difapprove of. 'We do not origi-
nally approve or condemn particular ac-
tions ; becaufe, upon examination, they ap-
pear to be agreeable or inconfiftent with a
certain general rule. The general rule, on
the contrary, is formed, by finding from ex-
perience, that all ations of a certain kind,
or circumftanced in a certain manner, are
approved or difapproved of. To the man -
who firft faw an inhuman murder, com-
‘mitted from avarice, envy, or unjuft refent-
ment, and upon one too that loved and
trufted the murderer, who beheld the laft
agonies of the dying perfon, who heard
him, with his expiring breath, complain
more of the perfidy and ingratitude of his
falfe friend, than of the violence which had

' been
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been done to him, there could be no occa-
fion, in order to conceive how horrible fuch
an aétion was, that he fhould refle&, that
* one of the moft facred rules of condu was
what prohibited the taking away the life of
" an innocent perfon, that this was a plain
violation of that rule, and confequently a
very blamable action. His deteftation of
~ this crime, it is evident, would arife in-
ftantaneoufly and antecedent to his having
formed to himfelf any fuch general rule.
"The general rule, on the contrary, which
he might afterwards form, would be found-
&¢d upon the deteftation which he felt necef~
farily arife in his own breaft, at the thought
of this, and every other parncular a&ion of
the fame kind,

When we read in hiftory or romance, the

" account of actions either of generofity or of
bafenefs, the admiration which we conceive
for the one, and the contempt which we
feel for the other, neither of them arife from
refle@ing that there are certain general

- yules which declare all a&ions of the one
kind admirable, and all ations of the other
co_n,temptible. Thofe general rules, on the
* Gon»
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-contrary, are all formed from the experi-
-ence we have had of the effets which ac-
tions of all different kinds naturally produce
upon us.

‘An amiable a&tion, a refpe&able a&ion,
-an “horrid a&ion, are -all of ‘them a&ions
‘which naturally excite for ‘the petfon who
performs them, the love, the refpe&, or
the horror of the fpeGtator. ‘The general
rules which determine what -altlons -are,
and what are not, the objeés of each of
. ‘thofe féntiments, can be formed no other
way than by obferving what actions ac-
tually and in fa&t excite them.

When thefe general rules, indeed, have
been formed, when they are univerfally ac-
‘knowledged and eftablithed, by the cencur-
ring fentiments of mankind, we frequently
-appeal to them as to the ftandards of judge-
ment, in debating concerning the degree of
‘praife or blame that is due to certain altions
of a complicated and dubious nature. They
are upon thefe occafions commonly cited as
the ultimate foundations of what is juft and

unjuft
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unjuft in human condu& ; and this circum-
ftance feems "to have mifled feveral very
eminent authors, to draw up their fyftems
in fuch a manner, as if they had fuppofed
that the original judgments of mankind
with regard to right and wrong, were
~ formed like the decifions of a court of judi-
catory, by confidering firft the general rule,
and then, fecondly, whether the particular
aQion under confideration fell properly
within its comprehenfion.

Thofe general rules of condu&, when
they have been fixed in our mind by habi-
tual refle@tion, are of great ufe in corre&ting
the mifreprefentations of felf-love concern-
ing what is fit and proper to be done in our
particular fituation. The man of furious
refentment, if he was to liften to the diQtates
of that paffion, would perhaps regard the
death of his enemy, as but a {mall compen-
fation for the wrong, he imagines, he has
received ; which, however, may be no more
than a very flight provocation. But his
obfervations upon the conduct of others,
have taught him how horrible all fuch fan-

' guinary
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guinary revenges appear. Unlefs his edu-
-~ cation has been very fingular, he has laid
it down to himfelf as an inviolable rule, to
abftain from them upon all occafions. This
rule preferves its authority with him, and
renders him incapable of being guilty of
fuch a violence. Yet the fury of his own
temper may be fuch, that had this been
the firft time in which he confidered fuch
an a&tion, he would undoubtedly have de-
termined it to be quite juft and proper, and
what every impartial {pectator would ap-
prove of. But that reverence for the rule
which paft experience has imprefled upon
him, checks the impetuofity of his paffion,
and helps him to corre& the too partial
views which felf-love might otherwife fug-
geft, of ‘what was proper to be done in his
fituation. If he fhould allow himfelf to be
fo far tranfported by paffion as to violate
this rule, yet, even in this cafe, he cannot -
throw off altogether the awe and refpet
with which he has been accuftomed to re-
gard it. At the very time of a&ting, at the
moment in which paffion mounts the high-
eft, he hefitates and trembles at the thought

of
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of what he is about to-do: he is fecretly
xonfcious ‘to himfelf that he is breaking
through thofe meafures of condu& -which,
in all his cool hours, he had refolved never
to infringe, which he had never feen in-
Afringed by others without the higheft dif-
approbation, and of which the infringe-
sment, ‘his own mind forebodes, muft foon
:render him the objet of the fame difagree=«
-able.fentiments. Before he can take the laft
‘fatal refolution, he is tormented with all the
-agonies of doubt and uncertainty; he is
terrified at the thought of violating fo-facred
‘a rule, and at the {fame time is urged and
.goaded on by the fury of his defires to-vio-
‘late it. He changes his purpofe every mo-
ment ; fometimes he refolves to adhere to
:his principle, and not indulge a paflion
‘which may corrupt the remaining part of
+his 'life with.the horrors of fhame and re-
‘pentance; and a momentary calm -takes
.pofleflion of his breaft, from the profpe&t
.of that fecurity and tranquillity which he
will enjoy when he thus determines not to
.expofe himfelf to the hazard of a contrary
~condu€, But immediately the paflion
' roufes
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roufes anew, and with frefh fury drives him
on to commit what he had the inftant be-
fore refolved to abftain from. Wearied and
diftracted with thofe continual irrefolutions,
he at length, from a fort of defpair, makes
the laft fatal and irrecoverable ftep; but
with that terror and amazement with which
one flying from an enemy, throws himfelf
over a precipice, where he is fure of meet-
ing with more certain deftru&ion than from
any thing that purfues him from behind.
Such are his fentiments even at the time of
a&ting; though he is then, no doubt, lefs
fenfible of the impropriety of his own con-
du& than afterwards, when his paffion being
gratified and palled, he begins to view what
he has done in the light in which others are
apt to view it; and alually feels, what he
had only forefeen very imperfeétly before,
the ftings of remorfe and repentance begin
to agitate and torment him.

YOL. I. | pd
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"CHAP V.

Of the influence and authority of the general
Rules of Morality, and that they are jufi-
ly regarded as the Laws of the Deity.

Tnz regard to thofe general rules of

condud, is what is properly called a
fenfe of duty, a principle of the greateft
confequence in human life, and the only
principle by which the bulk of mankind are
capable of direGing their ations. Many
~ men behave very decently, and through the
whole of their lives avoid any confiderable
degree of blame, who yet, perhaps, never
felt the fentiment upon the propriety of
which we found our approbation of their
condu@, but a&ted merely from a regard to
what they faw were the eftablithed rules of
behaviour. The man who has received
great benefits from another perfon, may, by
the natural coldnefs of his temper, feel but
_ a very {mall degree of the fentiment of gra-
' titude,
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titude. If he has been virtuoufly educated,
however, he will often have been made to
obferve how odious thofe attions appear
which denote a want of this fentiment, and
how amiable the contrary. Though his
heart therefore is not warmed with any
grateful affe@ion, he will ftrive to a& as if
it was, and will endeavour to pay all thofe
regards and attentions to his patron which
the livelieft gratitude could fuggeft. He
will vifit him regularly ; he will behave to
him refpe@fully ; he will never talk of him
but with expreflions of the higheft efteem,
and of the many obligations which he owes
to him. And what is more, he will care-
fully embrace every opportunity of making
a proper return for paft fervices. He may
do all this too without any hypocrify or
blamable diffimulation, without any felfith
intention of obtaining new favours, and
without any defign of impofing either upon
his benefaor or the public. The motive
of his a&ions may be no other than a reve-
rence for the eftablithed rule of duty, a fe-
rious and earneft defire of ating, in every

refpe@, according to the law of gratitude,
pd2 A wife,
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A wife, in the fame manner, may fome-
times not feel that tender regard for her
hufband which is fuitable to the relation that
{ubfifts between them. If fhe has been vir-
tuoufly educated, however, fhe will endea-
vour to at as if fhe felt it, to be careful,
officious, faithful, and fincere, and to be
deficient in none of thofe attentions which
the fentiment of conjugal affeGion could
have prompted her to perform. Such a
friénd, and fuch a wife, are neither of them,
undoubtedly, the very beft of their kinds ; .
and though both of them may have the
‘moft ferious and earneft defire to fulfil every
part of their duty, yet they will fail in many
nice and delicate regards, they will mifs
many opportunities of obliging; which they
could never have overlooked if they had
poflefled the fentiment that is proper to their
fituation. Though not the very firft of
their kinds, however, they are perhaps the
fecond ; and if the regard to the general
rules of condu& has been very ftrongly im-
prefied upon them, neither of them will fait
in any very effential part of their duty.
None but thofe of the happieft mould are
a 3 capable
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capable of fuiting, with exa& juftnefs, their
fentiments and behaviour to the fmalleft
differgnce of fituation, and of adting upon
all occafions with the moft delicate and ac-
curate propriety, The coarfe clay of which
the bulk of mankind are formed, cannot be
wrought up to fuch perfe@ion. There is
fcarce any man, however, who by difci-
pline, education, and example, may not be
fo imprefled with a regard to general rules,
as to a& upon almoft every occafion with
tolerable decency, and through the whole

of his life to avoid any confiderable degree
of blame.

‘Without this facred regard to general
rules, there is no man whofe condu@ can
be much depended upon. It is this which
conftitutes the moft effential difference be-
tween a man of principle and honour and a
worthlefs fellow. The one adheres, on all
occafions, fteadily and refolutely to his
maxims, and preferves through the whole
of his life one even tenour of condu&. The
other, alts varioufly and accidentally, as
humour, inclination, or intereft chance to

Dd 3 be
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be.uppermoft. Nay, fuch are the inequali-
ties of humour to which all men are fubje&,
that without this principle, the man who,
in all his cool hours, had the moft delicate
fenfibility to the propriety of condu&,
might often be led to a& abfurdly upon the
moft frivolous occafions, and when it was
fcarce poffible to affign any ferious motive
for his behaving in this manner. Your
friend makes you a vifit- when you hap-
pen to be in a humour which makes it
difagreeable to receive him : in your pre-
fent mood his civility is very apt to appear
an impertinent intrufion ; and if you were
to give way to the views of things which at
this time occur, though civil inyour temper,
you would behave to him with coldnefs
and contempt. What renders you inca-
pable of fuch a rudenefs, is nothing but a
regard to the general rules of civility and
hofpitality, which prohibit it. That ha-
bitual reverence which your former ex-
perience has taught you for thefe, enables
you to a&, upon all fuch occafions, with
nearly equal propriety, and hinders thofe
inequalities of temper, to which all men

are
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are fubje&, from influencing your condu&
in any very fenfible degree. But if with-
out regard to thefe general rules, even the
duties of politenefs, which are fo eafily ob-
ferved, and which one can fcarce have any
ferious motive to violate, would yet be fo
frequently violated, what would become of
the duties of juftice, of truth, of chaftity,
of fidelity, which it is often fo difficult to
obfervé, and which there may be fo many
ftrong motives to violate? But upon the
tolerable obfervance of thefe duties, de-
pends the very exiftence of human fociety,
which would crumble into nothing if man=
kind were not generally imprefled with a
reverence for thofe important rules of con-
duct.

\

This reverence is ftill further enhanced
by an opinion which is firft imprefled by
nature, and afterwards confirmed by rea-
foning and philofophy, that thofe import-
ant rules of morality are the commands
~and laws of the Deity, who will 'ﬁnall{
reward the obedient, and punifh the tran
greflors of their duty.

pd 4 This
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This opinion or apprehenfion, 1 fay,
feems firft to be imprefled by nature. Men
are naturally led to afcribe to thofe myfte~
rious beings, whatever they are, which
happen, in any country, to be the obje&s
of religious fear, all their own fentiments
and paffions. . They have no other, they
can conceive no other to afcribe to them,
Thofe unknown intelligences which they
imagine but fee not, muft necellarily be
formed with {fome fort of relemblance to
thofe mtellx'vences of which they have ex-~
perience, During the ignorance and dark-
nefs of pagan fuperftition, mankind feem
to have formed the ideas of thejr divinities
with {o little delicacy, that they afcribed ta
them, indifcriminately, all the paffions of
human nature, thofe not excepted which
do the leaft honour to our fpecies, fuch as
luft, hunger, avarice, envy, revenge. They
could not fail, therefore, to afcribe to thofe
beings, for the excellence of whofe nature
they ftill conceived the higheft admiration,
thofe fentiments and qualities which are
the great ornaments of humanity, and
which feem to raife it to a refemblance of
divine
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divine perfe&tion, the love of virtue and
beneficence, and the abhorrence of vice and
injuftice. = The man who was injured,
called upon Jupiter to be witnefs of the
wrong that was done to him, and could not
doubt, but that divine being would behold
it with the fame indignation which would
animate the meaneft of mankind, who
looked on when injuftice was committed.
The man who did the injury, felt himfelf
to be the proper object of the deteftation
and refentment of mankind; and his na-
tural fears led him to impute the fame fenti-
ments fo thofe awful beings, whofe pre-
fence he could not avoid, and whofe power
he could not refift. Thefe natural hopes
and fears, and fufpicions, were propagated
by fympathy, and confirmed by education;
and the gods were univerfally reprefented
and believed to be the rewarders of hu-
manity and mercy, and the avengers of
perfidy and injuftice. And thus religion,
even in its rudeft form, gave a fan&ion to
the rules of morality, long before the age
of artificial reafoning and philofophy. That
the terrors of religion fhould thus enforce
- ‘ the
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the natural fenfe of duty, was of too much
importance to the happinefs of mankind,
for nature to leave it dependent upon the
flownefs and uncertainty of philofophical
refearches. '

Thefe refearches, however, when they
came to take place, confirmed thofe original
~ anticipations of nature. Upon whatever
we fuppofe that our moral faculties are
founded, whether upon a certain modifica-
tion of reafon, upon an original inftin&,
called a moral fenfe, or upon fome other
_principle of our nature, it cannot be doubt-

ed, that they were given us for the direc~
tion of our condu& in this life. They
carry along with them the moft evident
badges of this authority, which denote that
they were fet up within us to be the fu-
preme arbiters of all our a&ions, to fuper-
intend all our fenfes, paffions, and appe~
tites, and to judge how far each of them
was either to be indulged or reftrained.
Our moral faculties are by no means, as
fome have pretended, upon a level in this
refpet with the other faculties and appe-~

tites
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tites of our nature, endowed with no more
right to reftrain thefe {aft, than thefe laft
are to reftrain them. No other facuity or
principle of ation judges of any other.
Love does not judge of refentment, nor re-
fentment of love. Thofe two paffions may
be oppofite to one another, but cannot,
with any propriety, be faid to approve or
difapprove of one another. But it is the
peculiar office of thofe faculties now under
our confideration to judge, to beftow cen-
fure or applaufe upon all the other princi-
ples of our nature. They may be con-
fidered as a fort of fenfes of which thofe
principles are the obje@ts. Every fenfe is
fupreme over its own obje@s. . There is no
appeal from the eye with regard to the
beauty of colours, nor from the ear with
regard to the harmony of founds, nor from
the tafte with regard to the agreeablenefs of
flavours, Each of thofe fenfes judges in
the laft refort of its own obje&ts. What-
eveg gratifies the tafte is {weet, whatever
pleafes the eye is beautiful, whatever {foothes
the ear is harmonious. The very eflence
of each of ;hofe qualities confifts in its

being
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being fitted to pleafe the fenfe to which it
is addrefled. It.belongs to our moral fa-
culties, in the {ame manner to determine
when the ear ought to be foothed, when
the eye ought to be indulged, when the
tafte ought to be gratified, when and how
far every other principle of our nature’
ought either to be indulged or reftrained.-
‘What is agreeable to our moral faculties, i§
fit, and right, and proper to' be done ; the
contrary wrong, unfit, and improper. 'The
fentiments which they approve of, are
graceful and becoming : the contrary, un-
graceful and unbecoming. The very
words, right, wrong, fit, improper, grace-
ful, unbecoming, mean only what pleafes
or difpleafes thofe faculties. :

Since thefe, therefore, were plainly in-
tended to be the governing principles of
human nature, the rules which they pre-
fcribe are to be regarded as the commands
and laws of the Deity, promulgated by
thofe vicegerents which he has thus fet up
within us. All general rules are commonly

_denominated laws: thus the general rules
which
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which bodies obferve in the tommunication
of motion, are called the laws: of motio.
But thofe general rules which our moral
faculties obferve in approving or condemn~
ing whatever fentiment or ation is fubr
jeQed to their examination, may much
more juftly be denominated fuch. They
have a much greater refemblance to what
are  properly called' laws, -thofe general
rules which the fovereign lays down to
dire& the condu@ of his fubjets. Like
them they are rules to dire& the free ac-
tions of men:. they are prefcribed moft
furely by a lawful fuperior, and are attends
ed too with the fan&ion of rewards and
punifhments. Thofe. vicegerents of God
"within us, never fail to punifh the violation
of them, by the torments of inward thame,
and felf-condemnation; and on. the cons
trary, always reward obedience with tran-
quillity of mind, with contentment, and
fclf-fansfa&xon. B

There are innumerable other confidera«
tions which ferve to confirm the fame con=
clufion, The happinefs of mankind, as

: well
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-well as of all other rational creatures, feems
to have been the original purpofe intended
by the Author of nature, when he brought
them into exiftence. No other end feems
‘worthy of .that fupreme wifdom and divine
benignity which we neceflarily afcribe to
him; and this opinion, which we are led to
by the abftra& confideration of his infinite
perfetions, is ftill more confirmed by the
examination of the works -of nature, which
feem all intended to promote happinefs,
and to; guard againft mifery. But by a&-
ing according to the dictates of our moral
faculties, we neceffarily purfue the moft
effeGtual means for promoting the happi-
nefs of mankind, and may therefore be
faid, in fome fenfe, to co-operate with the
Deity, and to advance as far as in our
power the plan of Providence, By adting
otherways, on the contrary, we feem to
obfiru&@, .in fome meafure, the {cheme
which the Author of nature has eftablithed
for the happinefs and perfeGtion of the -
world, and to declare ourfelves, if I may
fay fo, in fome meafure the enemies of
God. Hence we are naturally encouraged

to -
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to hope for his extraordinary favour and

reward in the one cafe, and to dread his
vengeance and punifhment in the other.

There are befides many other reafons,
and many other natural principles, which
all tend to confirm and inculcate the fame
falutary do&rine. If we confider the ge-
neral rules by which external profperity
and adverfity are commonly diftributed in
this life, we fhall find, that notwithftand-
ing the diforder in which all things appear
to be in this world, yet even here every
virtue naturally meets with its proper re-
ward, with the recompenfe which is moft
fit to encourage and promote it; and this
too fo furely, that it requires a very extra-
ordinary concurrence of circumftances en-
tirely to difappoint it. What is the reward
moft proper for encouraging induftry, pru-
dence, and circumfpe&ion? Succefs in
every fort of bufinefs. And is it poffible
that in the whole of life thefe virtues
fhould fail of attaining it? Wealth and
external honours ‘are their proper recom-
penfe, and the recompenfe which they can

2 : , feldom
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feldom fail of acquiring. What reward is
moft proper for promoting the praltice of
truth, juftice, and. humanity? The con=
fidence, the efteem, and love of thofe we
live with. Humanity dées not defire to be
great, but to be beloved. It is not in
being rich that truth and juftice would re=-
joice, but in being trufted and believed, re-
compenfes which thofe virtues muft almoft
always acquire. By fome very extraordia
nary and unlucky circumftance, a good
man may come to be fufpeGted of a crimé
of which he was altogether incapable, and
upon that account be moft unjuftly expofed
for the remaining part of his life to the
horror and averfion of mankind. By an
accident of this kind he may be faid to lofe
his all, notwithftanding his integrity and
juftice; in the fame manner as a cautious
man, notwithftanding his utmoft circumfpec-
tion, may be ruined by an earthquake or an
inundation. Accidents of the firft kind,
however, are perhaps ftill more rare, and flill
more contrary to the common courfe of
things than thofe of the fecond ; and it ftilk
remains true, that the pradtice of truth,

' - juftice,

e Y



Chap. V. " of Dutv.: ‘417

juftice, and humanity is a certain and al«
moft infallible method of acquiring what
thofe virtues chiefly aim at, the confidence
and love of thofe we live with. A perfon
may be very eafily mifreprefented with re~
gard to a particular a&ion ; but it is fcarce
poflible that he fhould be fo with regard to
the general tenor of his condu@. An in-
nocent man may be believed to have done
wrong: this, however, will rarely happen.
On the contrary, the eftablithed opinion of
the innocence of his manners, will often
lead us to abfolve him where he has really
been in the fault, notwithftanding very ftrong
prefumptions. A knave, in the fame man-
ner, may efcape cenfure, or even meet with
applaufe, for a particular knavery, in which
his condu& is not underftood. But no
man was ever habitually fuch, without be-
ing almoft univerfally known to be fo, and
without being even frequently fufpeéted of
guilt, when he was in reality perfe@ly in-
nocent. And fo far as vice and virtue
can be either punifhed or rewarded by the
fentiments and opinions of mankind, they
both, according to the common courfe of

VOL. I Eec things,
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things, meet -even here with fomething
more than exact and impartial juftice.

But though the general rules by which
profperity and adverfity are commonly dif-
tributed, when confidered in this cool and
philofophical light, appear to be perfe&ly
fuited to the fituation of mankind in this
life, yet they are by no means fuited to
fome of our natural fentiments. Qur na-
tural love and"admiration for fome virtues
is fuch, that we fhould with to beftow on
them all forts of honouyrs and rewards,
even thofe which we muft acknowledge to
be the proper recompenfes of other quali-

ties, with which thofe virtues are not
always accompanied. Qur deteftation, on
the contrary, for fome vices is fuch, that
we fhould defire to heap upon them every
fort of difgracé and difafter, thofe nat ex-
cepted which are the natural confequences
of very different qualities. Magnanimity,
‘generofity, and juftice, command fo high a
degree of admiration, that we defire to fce
them crowned with wealth, and power,
and honours of every kind, the natural

I confe-
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confequences of prudence, induftry, and
application ; qualities with which thofe
virtues are not infeparably conne&ed.
Fraud, falfehood, brutality, and violence,
on the other hand, excite in every human
breaft fuch fcorn and abhorrence, that our
indignation roufes to fee them poflefs thofe
advantages which they may in fome fenfe
be faid to have merited, by the diligence
and induftry with which they are fome-
times attended. The induftrious knave
cultivates the foil ; the indolent good man
leaves it uncultivated. 'Who ought to reap
the harveft? Who ftarve, and who live in
plenty ? The natural courfe of things decides
it in favour of the knave: the natural fen~
timents of mankind in favour of the man of
virtue; Man judges, that the good qua-
lities of the one are greatly over-recom-
penfed by thofe advantages which they
tend to procure him, and that the omiffions
of the other are by far too feverely punith-
ed by the diftrefs which they naturally
bring upon him; and human laws, the
confequences of human fentiments, forfeit
the life and the eftate of the induftrious and
Ee2 . cautious
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cautious traltor, and reward, by extraor-
dinary recompenfes, the fidelity and public
fpirit of the improvident and carelefs good
citizen. Thus man is by Nature directed
to corre&®, in fome meafure, that diftribu-
tion of things which fhe herfelf would
otherwife have made. ‘The rules which for
. this purpofe fhe prompts him to follow,
are different from thofe which fhe herfelf
obferves. She beftows upon every virtue,
and upon every vice, that precife reward
or punifhment which is beft fitted to en-
courage the one, or to reftrain the other.
She is dire&ted by this fole confideration,
and pays little regard to the different de-
. grees of merit and demerit, which they may
feem to poffefs in the fentiments and paffions
of man. Man, on the contrary, -pays re-
gard to this only, and would endeavour to
render the ftate of every virtue precifely
proportioned to that degree of love and
efteem, and of every vice to that degree
of contempt and abhorrence, which he
himfelf conceives for it. The rules which
the follows are fit for her, thofe which he
follows for him : but both are calculated to

: promote:
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promote ‘the fame great end, the order of
the world, and the perfetion and happmefs
of human nature.

But though man is thus employed to
alter that diftribution of things which na-
tural events would make, if left to them-
felves; though, like the gods of the poets,
he is perpetually interpofing, by extraor-
dinary means, in favour of virtue, and in
oppofition to vice, and, like them, endea-
yours to turn away the arrow that is aimed
.at the head of the righteous, but to accele-
rate the {fword of . deftruction that is lifted
up againft the wicked; yet he is by no
means able to render the fortune of either
quite fuitable to his own fentiments and
withes. The natural courfe of things can-
not be entirely controlled by the impotent
endeavours of man: the current is too
rapid and too ftrong for him to ftop it;
and though the rules which dire it appear
to have been eftablithed for the wifeft and
beft purpofes, they fometimes produce ef-
fe&ts which fhock all his natural fenti-
ments. That a great combination of men
fhould prevail over a {mall one; that thofe

Ec 3 who
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who engage in an enterprife with fore~
thought and all neceflary preparation, thould
prevail over-fuch as oppofe them without
any; and that every -end fhould be ac-
quired by thofe means only which Nature
has eftablifhed for acquiring it, feems to be
a rule not only neceflary and unavoidable
in itfelf, but even ufeful and proper for
roufing the induftry and attention of man-
kind. Yet, when, in confequence of this
rule, violence and artifice prevail over fin-
cerity and juftice, what indignation does it
not excite in the breaft of every human
fpeGtator? What forrow and compaffion for
the fufferings of the innocent, and what/y
furious refentment againft the fuccefs of
the oppreffor? We are equally grieved and
enraged at the wrong that is done, but
‘often find it altogether out of our power
to redrefs it. When we thus defpair of
finding any force upon earth which can
check the triumph of injuftice, we natu-
rally appeal to heaven, and hope, that the
great Author of our nature will himfelf ex-
ecute hereafter, what all - the principles
which he has given us for the diretion of

‘ ‘ our
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our condud, prompt us to attempt even
here; that he will complete the plan which
he himfelf has thus taught us to begin; and
will, in a life to come, render to every one
according to the works which he has per-
formed in this world. And thus we are
led to the belief of a future ftate, not only
by the weaknefles, by the hopes and fears
of human nature, but by the nobleft and
beft principles which belong to it, by the
love of virtue, and by the abhorrence of
vice and injuftice.

- % Does it fuit the greatnefs of God,”
fays the eloquent and philofophical bifhop
of Clermont, with that paffionate and ex-
aggerating force of imagination, whichfeems
fometimes to exceed the bounds of deco-
rum ; * does it fuit the greatnefs of Gody
“ to leave the world which he has created
“ in fo univerfal a diforder? To fee the
% wicked prevail almoft always over the
¢ juft; the innocent dethroned by the
“ ufurper; the father become the victim
¢ of the ambition of an unnatural fon; the
“ hufband expiring under the ftroke of a
. Ec 4 * barba-
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barbarous and faithlefs wife ? From the
height of his greatnefs ought God to be-
hold thofe melancholy events as a fan-
taftical amufement, without taking any
fhare in ‘them? Becaufe he is great,
thould he-be weak, or unjuft, or barba-’
rous ¥ Becaufe-men are little, ought they
to be allowed eitherito be diffolute with-
out punifhment, or virtuous without re-
ward? O.God! if this is the ‘charaGer

“ of your Supreme Being; if it is you

whom we adore under fuch dreadful
ideas ; I can no longer acknowledge you
for my father, for my prote&or, for the

' comforter of my forrow, the fupport
(1%

of my weaknefs, the rewarder of my
fidelity. ¥ou would then be no more
than an indolent and fantaftical tyrant,
who facrifices mankind to his infolent
vanity, and who has’ brought them out
of nothing, only to make them ferve
for the fport of his lenfure and of hls
caprice.” -

 When the general rules which determine

the merit and demerit of atians, come thus

to
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" to be regarded as the laws of an All-
powerful Being, who watches over our con-
du&, and who, in a life to come, will re-
ward the obfervance, and punifh the breach
of them ; they neceflarily acquire a new

facrednefs from this confideration. That
our regard to the will of the Deity ought
to be the fupreme rule of our condu@, can
be doubted of by nobody who believes his
exiftence. The very thought of difobe-
dience appears to involve in it the moft
fhocking impropriety. How vain, how
abfurd would it be for man, either to op=
pofe or to negle& the commands that were
laid upon him by Infinite Wifdom, and
Infinite Power! How unnatural, how im-
pioufly ungrateful not to reverence the pre-
cepts that were prefcribed to him by the
infinite goodnefs of hisCreator, even though
no punithment was to follow their viola-
tion. The fenfe of propriety too is here
well fapported by the ftrongeft motives of
felf-intereft. 'The idea that, however we
may elcape the obfervation of man, or be
placed above the reach of human punifth-
ment, yet -we are always adling under the

5 eye,
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eye, and expofed to the punithment of
God, the great avenger of injuftice, is a
motive capable of reftraining the moft
headftrong paffions, with thofe at leaft
who, by conftant refleGtion have rene
dered it familiar to them.

It is in this manner that religion enforces
the natural fenfe of duty: and hence it is,
that mankind are generally difpofed to
place great confidence in the probity of
thofe who feem deeply imprefled with re-
ligious fentiments, Such petfons, they
fmagine, a& under an additional tie, be~
fides thofe which regulate the condu&t of
other men. The regard to the propriety
of aQion, as well as to reputation, the re~
gard to the applaufe of his own breaft, as
well as to that of others, are motives which
they fuppofe have the fame influence over
the religious man, as 6ver the man of the
world. But the former lies under another
reftraint, and never als deliberately but as
in the prefence of that Great Superior whe
ig finally to recompenfe bhim according to
his deeds.. A greater truft is repofed upon

this
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this account, in the regularity and exa&nefs
of his condu&. And wherever the natural
principles of religion are not corrupted by
the fa&ious and party zeal of fome worth-
lefs cabal; wherever the firft duty. which -
it requires, is to fulfil all the obligations of
. morality ; wherever men are not taught to
regard frivolous obfervances, as more im-
mediate duties of religion, than a&s of juf-
tice and beneficence ; and to imagine, that
by facrifices, and ceremonies, and vain fup-
plications, they can bargain with the Deity
for fraud, and perfidy, and violence, the
world undoubtedly judges right in this re-
fpec, and juftly places a double confidence
in the retitude of the religious man’s bge
haviqur, -
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CHAP VL

In what cafes the Senfe of Daty ought to be

the fole principle of our conduét; and in
. what cafes it ought to concur with other
. molives,

RELIGION affords fuch ftrong motives to
‘the prattice of virtue, and guards us
by fuch powerful reftraints from the tempt-
ations of ,vice, that many have been led to
fuppofe, that religious principles were the
" {ole laudable motives of a&tion. We ought
neither, they faid, to reward from gratitude,
nor punith from refentment; we ought
neither to protet the helpleflnefs of our
children, nor afford fupport to the infirm-
ities of our parents, from natural affeCtion.
All affeGtions for particular objeéts, ought
to be extinguifhed in our breaft, and one
great affeGtion take the place of all others,
the love of the Deity, the defire of ren-
dering ourfelves agreeable to him, and of

dire&ting



Chap. VI. of Dury. 429
dire&ing our condud&, in every refpe&, ac-
cording to his will. We ought not to be
grateful from gratitude, we ought not to
be charitable from humanity, we ought not
to be public-fpirited from the love of our
country, nor generous and juft from the
love of mankind. The fole principle and
motive of our conduct in the performance
of all thofe different duties, ought to be a
fenfe that God has commanded us to per-
form them. I fhall not at prefent take
time to examine this opinion particularly;
I fhall only obferve, that we fhould not
have expected to have found it entertained
by any fe&, who profeflfed themfelves of a
religion in which, as it is the firft precept
to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, with all our foul, and with all our
ftrength, fo it is the fecond to love our
neighbour as we love ourfelves; and we
love ourfelves furely for our own fakes, and
not merely becaufe we are commanded to
do fo. That the fenfe of duty fhould be
the fole principle of our condu&, is no
where the precept of Chriftianity; but
that it fhould be the ruling and the govern-

ing
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~ing one, as philofophy, and as, indeed,
common fenfe dire@s. It may be a queftion,
however, in what cafes our a&ions ought
to arife chiefly or entirely from a fenfe of
duty, or from a regard to general rules;
and in what cafes fome other fentiment or
affeCtion ought to concur, and have a prin-
cipal influence. '
" ‘The decifion of this queftion, which
cannot, perhaps, be given with any very
great accuracy, will depend upon two dif-
ferent circumftances ; firft, upon the na-
tural agreeablenefs or deformity of the fen-
timent or affe®ion which would prompt
us to any action independent of all regard
to general rules; and, fecondly, upon the
precifion and exa&nefs, or the loofenefs
and inaccuracy, of the general rules them-
felves.

I. Firft, I fay, it will depend upon the
natural agreeablenefs or deformity of the
affeCtion itfelf, how far our actions ought
to arife from it, or entirely proceed from a

regard to the general rule.
‘ All
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All thofe graceful and admired alions,
to which the benevolent affe&ions would
prompt as, ought to praceed 3s much frsom
the paffions themfclves, as from any regard
to the general rules of condy&. A bene-
faGor thinks himfelf but ill requited, if the
perfon upon whom he has beftowed his
good offices, repays them merely from' a
cold fenfe of duty, and without any affec=
tion to his perfon. A hufband is diffatif-
fied with the moft obedient wife, when he
imagines her condu@ is animated by na
other principle befides her regard to what
the relation fhe ftands in requires. Though
a fon fhould fail in none of the offices of
filial duty, yet if he wants that affeGtionate
reverence which it fo well becomes him ta
feel, the parent may juftly complain of his
indifference. Nor could a fon be quite fa-
tisfied with a parent who, though he per-
formed all the duties of his fituation, had
nothing of that fatherly fondnefs which
might have been expeGted from him. With
regard to all fuch benevolent and focial af-
feQtions, it is agreeable to fee the fenfe of
duty employed rather to reftrain than to

enliven
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enliven them, rather to hinder us from
doing too much, than to prompt us to’
do that we ought. It gives us pleafure
to fee a father obliged to check his own
fondnefs, a friend obliged to fet bounds
to his natural generofity, a perfon who
has received a benefit, obliged to reftrain’
the too fanguine gratitude of his own
temper. '

" The contrary maxim takes place with re-
gard to the malevolent and unfocial paf-
fions. We ought to reward from the gra~
titude and generofity of our own hearts,
without any relu&ance, and without being
obliged to refle&t how great the propriety
of rewarding: but we ought always to
punith with reluance, and more from a
fenfe of the propriety of punifhing; than
from any favage difpofition to revenge.
Nothmg is more graceful than the beha-
viour of the man who appears to refent the
‘greateft injuries, more from a fenfe that
they deferve, and are the proper obje&ts of
refentment, than from feeling himfelf the
funes of that difagreeable paffion; who,
: : like
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like a judge, confiders only the general
rule, which determines what vengeance is
due for each particular offence; who, in
executing that rule, feels lefs for what
" himfelf has fuffered, than for what the of-
fender is about to fuffer ;- who, though in’
wrath remembers mercy, and is difpofed to
interpret the rule in the moft gentle and
favourable manner, and to. allow all the
alleviations which the moft candid huma-
nity could, confiftently with good fenfe,
admit of.

- As the felfifh paffions, according to what
has formerly been obferved, hold, in other
refpe@s, a fort of middle place, between |
the focial and unfocial affe@tions, fo do they
likewife in this. The purfuit of the objecs
of private intereft, in all common, little,
and ordinary cafes, ought to flow rather
from a regard to the general rules which
prefcribe fuch condu@, than from any paf-
fion for the obje@s themfelves; but upon
more important and extraordinary occa-
fions, we fhould be awkward, infipid, and
ungraceful, if the mbjets themfelves did

VOL. I. Ff - not
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not appear to animate us with a confider-
able degree of paffion. To be anxious, or
to be laying a plot either to gain or to fave
a fingle fhilling, would degrade the moft
vulgar tradefman in the opinion of all his
neighbours. Let his circumftances be ever
fo mean, no attention to any fuch fmall
matters, for the fake of the things them-
felves, muft appear in his condu&t. His
fituation may require the moft fevere
ccconomy and the moft exa& affiduity:
but each particular exertion of that ceco-
nomy and affiduity muft proceed, not fo
much from a regard for that particular
faving or gain, as for the general rule which
to him prefcribes, with the utmoft rigour,
fuch a tenor of condué. His parfimony
to-day muft not arife from a defire of the
particular three-pence which he will fave
by it, nor his attendance in his fhop from
a paffion for the particular ten-pence which
he will acquire by it: both the one and
the other ought to proceed folely from a
regard to the general rule, which prefcribes,
with -the moft unrelenting feverity, this
~ plan of condu& to all perfons in his way
of

9
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of life. In this confifts the difference be~
tween the charater of a mifer and that of
a perfon of exa&t ceconomy and affiduity.
The one is anxious about fmall matters for
their own fake ; the other attends to them
only in confequence of the fcheme of life
which he has laid down to himfelf,:

It is quite otherwife with regard to the
more extraordinary and important objects
of felf-intereft. A perfon appears mean-
fpirited, who does not purfue thefe with
fome degree of earneftnefs for their own
fake. 'We fhould defpife a prince who was

- not anxious about conquering or defending
a province. We fhould have little refpe&
for a private gentleman who did not exert
himfelf to gain an eftate, or even a con-
fiderable office, when he could acquire
them without either meannefs or injuftice.
A member of parliament who fhews no
keennefs about his own ele&ion, is aban-
doned by his friends, as altogether unwor=
thy of their attachment. Even a tradefman
is thought a poor-fpirited fellow among

his neighbours, who does not beftir him-
Ff 2 felf
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fclf to get what they call an extraordinary
job, or fome uncommon advantage. This.
fpirit and keennefs conftitutes the difference
between the man of enterprife and the man
of dull regularity. Thofe great objets of
felf-intereft, of which the lofs or acqui-
fition quite changes the rank of the perfon,
are the objets of the paflion properly
called ambition ; a paffion, which when it
keeps within the bounds of prudence and
juftice, is always admired in the world,
and has even fometimes a certain irregular
greatnefs, which dazzles the imagination,
when jt paflfes the limits of both thefe
virtues, and is not only unjuft but extra-
- vagant. Hence the general admiration
for heroes and conquerors, and even for -
ftatefmen, whofe proje@s have been very
daring and extenfive, though altogether
devoid of juftice; fuch as thofe of the Car-
dinals of Richlieu and of Retz. The ob-
Je&s of avarice and ambition differ only in.
their greatnefs. A mifer is as furious
about a halfpenny, as a man of ambition
about the conqueft of a kingdom.

. II'.( Se-



Chap. V1. of D Y. 437

II. Secondly, I fay, it will depend
~ partly upon the precifion and exa&nefs, or
the loofenefs and inaccuracy of the general
rules themfelves, how far our condu& ought
to proceed entircly from a regard to
them.

The general rules of almoft all the vir-
tues, the general rules which determine
what are the offices of prudence, of cha-
rity, of generofity, of gratitude, of friend=
thip, are in many relpeits loofe and in=
accurate, admit of many exceptions, and
require fo many modifications, that it is
fcarce poflible to regulate our condu&t en-
tirely by a regard to them. The common
proverbial maxims of prudence, being
founded in univerfal experience, are per-
haps the beft general rules which can be
given about it. To affe&, however, a
very ftri® and literal adherence to them
would evidently be the moft abfurd and ri-

diculous pedantry, Of all the virtues I

have juft now mentioned, gratitude is that,
perhaps, of which. the rules are the moft
precife, and admit of the feweft exceptions.
' " Ff3 ‘That
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That as foon as we can we fhould make
a return of equal, and if poflible of fuperior
value to the fervices we have received,
would feem to be a pretty plain rule, and
one which admitted of fcarce any excep-
tions. Upon the moft fuperficial exami-
' nation, however, this rule will appear to
be in the higheft degree loofe and inac-
curate, and to admit of ten thoufand ex-
ceptions. If your benefator attended you
in your ficknefs, ought you to attend him
in his? or can you fulfil the obligation of
gratitude, by making a return of a dif-
ferent kind? If you ought to attend him,
how long ought you to attend him ? The
fame time which he attended you, or
longer, and how much longer? If your
friend lent you money in your diftrefs,
ought you to lend him money in his?
How much ought you to lend him? When
ought you to lend him? Now, or to-
morrow, or next month? And for how
long atime? Itis evident, that no general
- .rule can be laid down, by which a precife
anfwer can, in all cafes, be given to any
of thefe queftions. The difference between

his
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his chara&er and yours, between his circum-
ftances and yours, may be fuch, that you
may be perfettly grateful, and juftly re-
- fufe to lend him a halfpenny: and, on
the contrary, you may be willing to lend,
.or even to give him ten times the fum
which he lent you, and yet juftly be ac-
cufed of the blackeft ingratitude, and of
not having fulfilled the hundredth part of
the obligation you lie under. - As the du-
ties of gratitude, however, are perhaps the
moft facred of all thofe which the bene-
ficent virtues prefcribe to us, fo the general
rules which determine them are, as I faid be-
fore, the moft accurate. Thofe which afcer-
tain the actions required by friendfhip, hu-
manity, hofpitality, generofity, are ftill more
vague and indeterminate.

There is, however, one virtue of which
the general rules determine with the greateft
exaflnefs every external a&tion which it
requires.  This virtue is juftice. The
rules of juftice are accurate in the higheft
degree, and admit of no exceptions or modi-
fications, but fuch as may be afcertained as
accurately as the rules themfelves, and

Ffg4 which

\



440 " Of the SENSE Part 111.

which generally, indeed, flow from the
very fame principles with them. If I owe
‘a man ten pounds, juftice requires that I
thould precifely pay him ten pounds, either
at the time agreed upon, or when he de-
mands it. What I ought to perform, how
much I ought to perform, when and where
I ought to perform it, the whole nature
and circumftances of the aion prefcribed,
are all of them precifely fixt and determined.
Theough it may be awkward and pedantic,
therefore, to affe& too firi@ an adherence
to-the common rules of prudénce or gene-
rofity, there is no pedantry in fticking faft
by the rules of juftice. On the contrary,,
the moft facred regard is due to them; and
the altions which this virtue requires are
never fo properly performed, as when the
. chief motive for performing them is a reve~
rential and religigus regard to thofe general
rules which require them. In the prafice
of the other virtues, our condu& fhould
rather be directed by a certain idea of pro-
priety, by a certain tafte for a particular
tenor of condu&, than by any regard to a
precife maxim or rule; and we fhould con-
fider

——
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fider the end and foundation of the rule,
more than the rule itfelf. But it is other-
 wife with regard to juftice: the man who
in that refines the Icaft, and adheres with
the moft obftinate ftedfaftnefs to the gene-
ral rules themfelves, is the moft commend-
able, and the moft to be depended upon.
Though the end of the rules of juftice be,
to hinder us from hurting our neighbour,
it may frequently be a crime to violate
them, though we could pretend, with fome
pretext of reafon, that this particular viola-
tion could do no hurt. A man often be-
comes a villain the moment he begins,
even in his own heart, to chicane in this
manner. The moment he thinks of de-
parting from the moft ftaunch and pofitive
adherence to what thofe inviolable precepts
prefcribe to him, he is no longer to be
trufted, and no man can fay what degree
of guilt he may not arrive at. The thief
imagines he does no evil, when he fteals
from the rich, what he fuppofes they may
eafily want, and what poflibly they may
never even know has been ftolen from
them. The adulterer imagines he does no

' evil,
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evil, when he corrupts the wife of his
friend, provided he covers his intrigue
from the f{ulpicion of the. hufband, and
does not difturb the peace of the family.
‘When once we begin to give way to fuch
refinements, there is no enormity fo grofs
‘of which we may not be capable.

The rules of juftice may be compared to
the rules of grammar; the rules of the
other virtues, to the rules which critics
lay down for the attainment of what is
fublime and elegant in compofition. The
one, are precife, accurate, and indifpenfable.
The other, are loofe, vague, and indeter-
minate, and prefent us rather with a gene-
ral idea of the perfeCtion we ought to aim
at, than afford us any certain and infallible
dire@ions for acquiring it, A man may
learn to write grammatically by rule, with
the moft abfolute infallibility ; and fo, per-
haps, he may be taught to act juftly. But
~there are na rules whofe obfervance will in-
fallibly lead us to the attainment of ele~
gance or fublimity in writing; though
‘ there are fome which may help us, in fome
' meafure,
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meafure, to correct and afcertain the vague

ideas which we might otherwife have en-

tertained of thofe perfetions. And there
are no rules by the knowledge of which we
can infallibly be taught to a& upon all oc-
cafions with prudence, with juft magnani~
mity, or proper beneficence: though there
are fome which may enable us to correct
and afcertain, in feveral refpe@s, the im-
perfe& ideas which we might otherwife
have entertained of thofe virtues.

It may fometimes happen, that with the
moft ferious and earneft defire of aing fo
as to deferve approbation, we may miftake
the proper rules of condué, and thus be
mifled by that very principle which ought
to diret us. Itis in vain to expect, that
in this cafe mankind fhould entirely approve
of our behaviour. They cannot enter into
that abfurd idea of duty which influenced
us, nor go along with any of the actions
which follow from it, There is ftill, how=
‘ever, fomething refpectable in the charac-
ter and behaviour of one who is thus be~
trayed into vice, by a wyong fenfe of duty,

or
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or by what is called an erroneous. con-
fcience. How fatally foever ‘he may be
- mifled by it, he is flill, with the generous
and humane, more the obje& of commi-
> feration than of hatred or refentment. They
lament the weaknefs of human nature,
which expofes us to fuch unhappy delufions,
even while we are moft fincerely labouring
after perfection, and endeavouring to a&
according to the beft principle which can
poflibly direct us. Falfe notiens of religion
are almoft the only caufes which can occa-
fion any very grofs perverfion of our na-
tural fentiments in this way ; and that prin-
ciple which gives the greateft authority to
the rules of duty, is alone capable of dif+
torting our ideas of them in any confider-
able degree. In all other tafes common
fenfe is fufficient to dire& us, if .not to the
moft exquifite propriety of condud, yet
to fomething which is not very far from
it; and provided weare in earneft defirous
to do well, our behaviour will always,
upon the whole, be praife-worthy. That
to obey the will of the Deity, is the firft
rule of duty, all men are agreed. But

concerning

S S
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concerning the particular commandments
which that will may impofe upon us, they
differ widely from one another. In this,
therefore, the greateft mutual forbearance
and toleration is due; and though the de-
fence of fociety requires that crimes thould
be punifhed, from whatever motives they

- proceed, yet a good man will always pu-
nifh them with reluGance, when they evi-
dently proceed from falfe notions of reli-
gious duty. He will never feel againft
thofe who commit them that indignation
which he feels againft other criminals, but
will rather regret, and fometimes even ad-
mire their unfortunate firmnefs and mag-
nanimity, at the very time that he punifhes
their crime. In the tragedy of Mahomet,
one of the fineft of Mr. Voltaire’s, it is
well reprefented, what ought to be our
fentiments for crimes which proceed from
fuch motives.  In that tragedy, two young
people of different fexes, of the moft in-
nocent and virtuous difpofitions, and with-
out any other weaknefs except what en-
dears them the more to us, a mutual fond-
nefs for one another, are inftigated by the
3 ftrongeft
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ftrongeft motives of a falfe religion, to
commit a horrid murder, that thocks all
the principles of human nature. A vene-
rable old man, who had exprefled the moft
tender affeion for them both, for whom,
notwithftanding he was the avowed enemy
of their religion, they had both coneeived
the higheft reverence and efteem, and who
was in reality their father, though they did
not know him to be fuch, is pointed out to
them as a facrifice which God had exprefl-
ly required at their hands, and they are
commanded to kill him. While they are
about executing this crime, they are tor-

- tured with all the agonies which can arife

from the ftruggle between the idea of the
indifpenfablenefs of religious duty on the
one fide, and compaflion, gratitude, re-
verence for the age, and love for the hu-
manity and virtue of the perfon whom they
are going to deftroy, on the other. The
reprefentation of this exhibits one of the
motft interefting, and perhaps the moft in-
firu&tive fpetacle that was ever introduced
upon any theatre. The fenfe of duty, how-.
ever, at laft prevails over all the amiable

weaknefles
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weaknefles of human nature. They exe-
cute the crime impofed upon them; but
immediately difcover their error, and the
fraud which had deceived them, and are
diftracted with horror, remorfe, and re-
fentment. Such as are our fentiments for
the unhappy Seid and Palmira, fuch ought
we to feel for every perfon who is in this
manner mifled by religion, when we are
fure that it is really religion which mifleads
him, and not the pretence of it, which is
made a cover to fome of the worft of hu-
man paffions.

As a perfon may a& wrong by following
a wrong fenfe of duty, fo nature may
fometimes prevail, and lead him to a,
right in oppofition to it. We cannot in
this cafe be difpleafed to fee that motive
prevail, which we think ought to prevail,
though the perfon himfelf is fo weak as to
think otherwife. As his condu&, however,
is the effe@ of weaknefs, not principle, we
are far from beftowing upon it any thing
that approaches to complete approbation.
A bigotted Roman Catholic, who, during
: the
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the maffacre of St. Bartholomew, had been
fo overcome by compaffion, as to fave fome
unhappy Proteftants, whom he_ thought it
his duty to deftroy, would not feem to be
entitled to that high applaufe which we
fhould have beftowed upon him, had he
exerted the fame generofity with complete
felf-approbation. 'We might be pleafed
with the humanity of his temper, but we
thould ftill regard him with a fort of pity
which is altogether inconfiftent with the
admiration that is due to perfet virtue. It
is the fame cafe with all the other paffions.
We do not diflike to fee them exert them-
felves properly, even when a falfe notion
of duty would dire& the perfon to reftrain
them. A very devout Quaker, who upon
being ftruck upon one cheek, inftead of
turning up the other, fhould fo far forget
his literal interpretation of our Saviour's
precept, as to beftow fome good difcipline
upon the brute that infulted him, would
not be difagreeable to us. 'We thould laugh
and be diverted with his fpirit, and rather
like him the "better for it. But we fhould

by no means regard him with that refpe&t
and
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~ and efteem which would feem due to one

who, upon a like occafion, had a&ed pro-
perly from a juft fenfe of what was proper
to be done. No a&ion can properly be
called virtuous, which is not accompanied
with the fentiment of felf-approbation.
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Of the ErrecT of UTILITY upon the
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OF the beauty wbhich the appearance of
UTiLiTy beflows upon all the productions
of art, and of the extenfive influence of
this fpecies of Beauty.

THAT utility is one of the principal
fources of beauty has been obferved
by every body, who has confidered with

cg2 ' any
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any attention what conflitutes the nature of
beauty. The ccnveniency of a houfe gives
pleafure to the fpeator as wel as its-regu-
larity, and he is as much hurt when he ob-
ferves the contrary defe@, as when he fees
the correfpondent windows of different
forms, or the door not placed exa&ly in
‘the middle of the building. ‘That the fit-
nefs of any {yftem or machine to produce
- the end for which it was intended, beftows
a certain propriety and beauty upon the
whole, and renders the very thought and
contemplatxon of it agreeable, is fo very
obvious that nobody has overlooked it.

The caufe too, why utility pleafes, has
of late been affigned by an ingenious and
agreeable philofopher, who joins the great-
eft depth of thought to the greateft elegance
of expreflion, and poffeffes the fingular and
happy talent of treating the abftrufeft fub-
je&s not only with .the moft perfe& perfpi-
cuity, but with the moft lively eloquence.

.The utility of any obje&, according to him,
pleafes the mafter by perpetually {uggefting
to him the pleafure or conveniency which

- it .
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it is fitted to promote. Every time he
looks at it, he is put in mind of this plea-
fure; and the obje& in this manner be-
- comes a fource of perpetual fatisfaltion and
enjoyment. The fpeGator enters by fym-
pathy into the fentiments of the mafter, and
neceflarily views the obje& under the fame
agreeable afpe&t. When we vifit the pa-
laces of the great, we cannot help conceiv-
ing the fatisfattion we thould enjoy if we
ourfelves were the mafters, and were pof-
fefled of fo -much artful and ingenioufly
contrived accommodation. A fimilar ac-
count is given why the appearance of in-
conveniency fhould render any objet dif-
agreeable both to the owner and to the
fpeQator. :

But that this fitnefs, this happy contri-
vance of any produion of art, thould of-
ten be more valued, than the very end for
which it was intended; and that the exa&
adjuftment of the means for attaining any
conveniency or pleafure, thould frequently
be more regarded, than that very conve-
niency or pleafure, in the attainment of

Gg3 - which
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which their whole merit would feem to
confift, has not, fo far as I know, been yet
taken notice of by any body. That this
however is very frequentlythe cafe, may be
obferved in a thoufand inftances, both in -
the moft frivolous and in the moft import-
ant cencerns of human life.

When a perfon comes into his chamber,
and finds the chairs all ftanding in the
middle of the room, he is angry with his
fervant, and rather than fee them continue
in that diforder, perhaps takes the trouble
himfelf to fet them all in their places with
their backs to the wall. 'The whole propri-
ety of this new fituation arifes from its fu-
perior conveniency in leaving the floor free
' and difengaged. To attain this convenien-
cy he voluntarily puts himfelf to more
trouble than 41l he could have fuffered from
the want of it; fince nothing was more
eafy, than to have fet himfelf down upon
one of them, which is probably what he
does when his labour is over. What he
wanted therefore, it feems, was not fo
much this conveniency, as that arrange-
o ment
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ment of things which promotes jt. Yet it
is this conveniency which ultimately re-
commends that arrangement, and beftows
upon it the whole of its propriety and
beauty.

A watch, in the fame manner, that falls
behind above two minutes in a day, is de~
fpifed by one curious in watches. He fells
it perhaps for a couple of guineas, and
purchafes another at fifty, which will not
lofe above a minute in a fortnight. The
fole ufe of watches haowever, is to te]l us -
what o’clock it is, and to hinder us from
breaking any engagement, or fuffering any
other inconveniency by our ignorance in
that particular point. But the perfon fo
nice with regard to this machine, will not
always be found. either more fcrupuloufly
pun&ual than other men, or more anxiouf-
ly concerned upon any other account, tp
know precifely what time of day it is.
‘What interefts him is not fo much the at-
tainment of this piece of knowledge, as
the perfeGion of the machine which fervcs_

to attain it. :
cg 4 How
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How many people ruin themfelves by
laying out money on trinkets of frivolous
utility ? What pleafes thefe lovers$ of toys is
not fo much the utility, as the aptnefs of
the machines which are fitted to promote -
it. . All their pockets are ftuffed with little
conveniencies. They contrive new pockets,
unknown in the clothes of other people, in
order to carry a greater number. They
walk  about loaded with a multitude of
baubles, in weight and fometimes in value
not inferior to an ordinary Jew’s-box, fome
of which may fometimes be of fome little

ufe, but all of which might at all times be
~ very well fpared, and of which the whole
utility is certainly not worth the fatigue of
bearing the burden. :

Nor is it only with regard to fuch frivo-
lous obje&s that our condu& is influenced
by this principle ; it is often the fecret mo-
tive of the moft ferious and important pur-
‘fuits of both private and public life.

The poor man’s fon, whom heavenin its
anger has vifited with ambition, when he.
' begins
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begins to look around him, admirés the con-
dition of the rich. He finds the cottage of
his father'too fmall for his accommodation,
and fancies he fhould be lodged more at his
eafe in a palace. He is difpleafed with be-
ing obliged to walk a-foot, or to endure
the fatigue of riding on horfeback. He
fees his fuperiors carried about in machines,
and imagines that in one of thefe he could
travel with lefs inconveniency. He feels
‘himfelf naturally indolent, and willing to
ferve himfelf with his own hands as little
as poffible; and judges, that a numerous
retinue of fervants would fave him from
a great deal of trouble. He thinks if he
had attained all thefe, he would fit ftill con-
tentedly, and be quiet, enjoying himfelf in
the thought of the happinefs and tranquil-
lity of his fituation. He is enchanted with
the diftant idea of this felicity. It appears
‘in his fancy like the life of fome fuperior
rank of beings, and, in order to arrive at
it, he devotes himfelf for ever to the pur-
fuit of wealth and greatnefs. To obtain
the conveniencies which thefe afford, he
-{ubmxts in the firft year, nay in the firfk

month
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- month of his application, to more fatigue
of body and more uneafinefs of mind than.
he could have fuffered through the whole
of his life from the want of them. He
ftudies to diftinguith himfelf in fome la~
borious profeflion.- With the moft unre-
lenting induftry he labours night and day
to acquire talents fuperior to all his compe-
titors. He endeavours next to bring thofe
talents into public view, and with equal af-
fiduity folicits every opportunity of em-
ployment. For this purpofe he makes his
court to all mankind ; he ferves thofe whom
he hates, and is obfequious to thofe whom
he defpifes. Through the whole of his life
he purfues the idea of a certain artificial
and elegant repofe which he may never ar-
rive at, for which he facrifices a real tran- -
quillity thatis at all times in his power, and
which, if in the extremity of old age he
thould at laft attain to it, he will find to be
in no refpe& preferable to that humble {e-
curity and contentment which he had aban-

‘doned for it. It is then, in the laft dregs

- of life, his body wafted with toil and dif-

cafes, his mind galled and ruffled by the

memory
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memory of a thoufand injuries and difap-
pointments which he imagines he has met
with from the injuftice of his enemies, or
from the perfidy and ingratitude of his
friends, that he begins at laft to find that
wealth and greatnefs are mere trinkets of
frivolous utility, no more adapted for pro-
curing eafe of body or tranquillity of mind
than the tweezer-cafes of the lover of toys;
and like them too, more troublefome to the
perfon who carries them about with him
than all the advantages they can afford him
are commodious. There is no other real
difference between them, except that the
conveniencies of the one are fomewhat
more obfervable than thofe of the other.
The palaces, the gardens, the equipage,
the retinue of the great, are objeéts of which
the obvious conveniency ftrikes every body.
They do not require that. their mafters
thould point out to us wherein confifts their
utility. Of our own accord we readily en-
ter into it, and by fympathy enjoy and
thereby applaud the fatisfation which they
are fitted to afford him.- But the curiofity -
of a tooth-pick, of an ear-picker, of a ma-

' chine
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chine for cutting the nails, orof any other
trinket of the fame kind, is not fo obvious.
Their conveniency may perhips be equally
great, but it is not fo ftriking, and we do
not fo readily enter into the fatisfalion of
the man who poflefles them. They are
therefore lefs reafonable fubjets of vanity
than the magnificence of wealth and great-
nefs ; and in this confifts the fole advantage
- of thefe lat. They more effeGtually grati-
fy that love of diftin&tion fo natural to man. '
- 'Toone who was to live alone in a defolate
ifland it might be a matter of doubt, per-
haps, whether a palace, or a collection of
fuch fmall conveniencies as aré commonly
" contained in a tweezer-cafe, would contri-
bute moft to his happinefs and enjoyment.
If he is tolive in fociety, indeed, there can
be no comparifon, becaufe in this, as in all
other cafes, we conftantly pay more regard
to the fentiments of the fpeftator, than to
thofe of the perfon principally concerned,
and confider rather how his fituation will
- appear to other people, than how it will
appear to himfelf. If we examine; how-

ever, why the fpeQator- diftinguifhes with
‘ fuch
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fuch admiration the .condition of the rich
and the great, we fhall find that it is not fo
much upon account of the fuperior eafe or
pleafure which they are fuppofed to enjoy,
as of the numbertlefs artificial and elegant
contrivances for promoting this eafe or
pleafure. He does not even imagine that
they are really happier than other people:
but he imagines that they poflefs more
means of happinefs. And it is the inge-
nious and artful adjuftment of thofe means
to the end for which they were intended,
that is the principal fource of his admira-
tion. But in the languor of difeafe and
the wearinefs of old age, the pleafures of
the vain and empty diftinions of greatnefs
difappear. To one, in this fituation, they
are no longer capable of recommending
thofe toilfome purfuits in which they had’
formerly engaged him. In his heart he
curfes ambition, and vainly -regrets the
eafe and the indolence of youth, pleafures
which are fled for ever, and which he has
foolifhly facrificed for what, when he has
got it, can afford him no real fatisfaCtion.
" In this miferable afpe@ does greatnefs ap~

. : pear
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pear to every man when reduced either by
fpleen or difeafe to obfervé with attention
his own fituation, and to confider what it
is that is really wanting to his happinefs.
Power and riches appear then to be, what
they are, enormous and operofe machines
contrived to produce a few trifling conve-
niencies to the body, confifting of fprings
the moft nice and delicate, which muft be
kept in order with the moft anxious atten=-
tion, and which in fpite of all our care are
ready every moment to burft into pieces,
and to crufh in their ruins their unfortunate
pofleffor. They are immenfe fabrics, which
it requires the labour of a life to raife,
which threaten every moment to over-
whelm the perfon that dwells in them, and
which while they ftand, though they may
fave him from fome fmaller inconvenien=
cies, can prote& him from none of the fe-
verer inclemencies of the feafon. They
keep off the fummer fhower, not the win-
ter ftorm, but leave him 2lways as much,
and fometimes. more expofed than before,
to anxiety, to fear, and to forrow ; to dif-
eafes, to danger, and to death. .

6 . , But
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- But though this fplenetic philofophy,

which in time of ficknefs or low fpirits is
familiar to every man, thus entirely depre-~
ciates thofe great obje&s of human, defire,
when in better health and in better hu-
mour, we never fail to regard them under
a more agreeable afpe. * Our imagination,
which in pain and forrow feems to be con-
fined and cooped. up within our own per-
fons, in times of eafe and profperity expands
itfelf to every thing around us. We are
then charmed with the beauty of that ac-
commodation which reigns in the palaces
and ccconomy of the great; and admire
how every thing is adapted to promote
their eafe, to prevent their wants, to gra-
tify their withes, and to amufe and enter-
tain their moft frivolous defires, If we
confider the real fatisfaltion which all
thefe things are capable of affording, by
itfelf and feparated from the beauty of
that arrangement which is fitted to pro-
~mote it, it will always appear in the higheft
degree contemptible and trifling. But we
rarely view it in this abftra& and philofo-
phical light.  We naturally confound it in
' our
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our imagination with the order, the regular
and harmonious movement of the fyftem,
the machine or aconomy by means of
which it is produced. The pleafures of
wealth and greatnefs, when confidered in
this complex view, ftrike the imagination
as fomething grand and beautiful and noble,
of which the attainment is well worth all
the toil and anxiety which we are fo apt to
beftow upon it.

And 1t is well that nature impofes upon
" us in this manner. It is this deception
which roufes and keeps in continual motion
the induftry of mankind. It is this which
firft prompted them to cultivate the ground,
to build houfes, to found cities and com--
monwealths, and to invent and improve
. all the fciences and arts, which ennoble and .
embellith human life ; which have entirely
changed the whole face of the globe, have
tyrned the rude forefts of nature into agree-
able and fertile plains, and made the track-
lefs and barren ocean a new fund of fub-
fiftence, and the great high road of com-
munication to the different nations of the
carth.
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éarth. 'The earth by thefe labours of man-
kind has been obliged to redouble her na-

tural fertility, and to maintain a greater

multitude of inhabitants. It is to no pur-
pofe, that the proud and unfeeling landlord
views his extenfive fields, and without a
thought for the wants of his brethren; in
imagination confumes himfelf the whole
harveft that grows upon them. The home-
ly and vulgar proverb, that the eye is larger
than the belly, never was more fully veri~
fied than with regard to him. The capa-
city of his ftomach bears no proportion to
the immenfity of his defires, and will re-
ceive no more than that of the meaneft
peafant. The reft he is obliged to diftri=
bute among thofe, who prepare, in the

- niceft manner, that little which he himfelf

makes ufe of, among thofe who fit up
the palace in which this little is to be con-
fumed, among thofe who provide and keep
in order all the different baubles and trin-
kets, which are employed in the ceconomy
of greatnefs; all of whom thus derive from
his luxury and caprice, that fhare of the
neceflaries of life, which they would in vain
VOL. L 1 h have
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have expeCted from his humanity or his
juftice. The produce of the foil maintains
at all times nearly that number of inhabit-
ants which it is capable of maintaining.
The rich only fele from the heap what
is moft precious and agreeable. They con-
fume little more than the poor; and in
fpite of their natural felfilhnefs and rapa-
city, though they mean only their own
conveniency, though the fole end which
they propofe from the labours of all the
thoufands whom they employ, be the gra-
tification of their own vain and infatiable
defires, they divide with the poor the pro-
duce of all their improvements. They are
led by an invifible hand te make nearly the
fame diftribution of the neceffaries of life,
which would have been made, had the
earth been divided into equal portions
among all its inhabitants, and thus without
intending it, without knowing it, advance

the intereft of the fociety, aud afford means
~ to the multiplication of the fpecies. When
Providence divided the earth among a few
lordly mafters, it neither forgot nor aban-
deoned thofe who feemed to have been left

out
5
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out in the partition. Thefe laft too enjoy
their fhare of all that it produces. In what |
conftitutes the real happinefs of human life,
they are in no refpe& inferior to thofe who
would feem fo much above them. In eafe
of body and peace of mindy all the dif-
ferent ranks of life are nearly upon a
level, and the beggar, who funs himfelf
by the fide of the highway, pofleflfes that
fecurity which kings are fighting for.

The fame principle, the, fame love of
fyftem, the fame regard to the beauty of
order, of art and contrivance, frequently
ferves to recommend thofe inftitutions
which tend to promote the public welfare.
When a patriot exerts himfelf for the im-
provement of any part of the public police,
his condu@ does not always arife from pure
fympathy with the happinefs of thofe who
are to reap the benefit of it. It is not
commonly from a fellow-feeling with car-
riers and waggoners that a public-fpirited
man encourages the mending of high
roads. When the legiflature eftablithes
premiums and other ercouragements to ad=

Hha vance
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vance thé linen or woollen manufaures,
its conduét feldom proceeds from pure fym-
pathy with the wearer of cheap or fine
cloth, and much lefs from that with the
manufaurer or merchant. The perfeGion
of police, the extenfion of trade and ma-
nufattures, are noble and magnificent ob-
je&s. The contemplation of them pleafes
us, and we are interefted in whatever can
tend to advance them. They make part
" of the great fyftem of government, and the
wheels of the political machine feem to
move with more harmony and eafe by
means of them. We take pleafure in be-
holding the perfeGtion of fo beautiful and
grand a {yftem, and we are uneafy till we
remove any obftru&ion that can in the leaft
difturb or encumber the regularity of its
motions. . All conftitutions of government,
however, are valued only in proportion
as they tend to promote the happinefs of
thofe who live under them. This is their
fole ufe and end. From a certain fpirit
of fyftem, however, from a certain love of
art and contrivance, we {ometimes feem to
value the means more than the end, and

to -
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to be eager to promote the happinefs of our
fellow-creatures, rather from a view to
perfe& and improve a certain beautiful and
orderly f{yftem, than from any immediate
fenfe or feeling of what they either fuffer
or enjoy. " There have been men of the
greateft public fpirit, * who have fhown
themfelves in other refpets not very fen-
fible to the feclings of humanity. And -
on the contrary, there have been men of
the greateft humanity, who feem to have
been entirely devoid of public fpirit. Every
man may find in the circle of his acquaint-
ance inftances both of the one kind and
the other. 'Who had ever lefs humanity,
or more public fpirit, than the celebrated
legiflator of Mufcovy ? The focial and well-
natured James the Firft of Great Britain
feems, on the contrary, to have had fcarce
any paffion, either for the glory or the
intereft of his country. Would you awaken
the induftry of the man who feems almoft

~ dead to ambition, it will often’ be to no

purpofe to defcribe to him the happinefs
of the rich and the great; to tell him that
they are generally fheltered from the fun

Hh 3 - and
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and the rain, that they are feldom hungry,
that they are feldom cold, and that they
are rarely expofed to wearinefs, or to want
of any kind. The moft eloquent exhort-
ation of this kind will have little effe&t
upon him. If you would hope to fucceed,
you muft defcribe to him' the conveniency
and arrangement of the different apartments
in their palaces; you muft explain to him
the propriety of their equipages, and point
out to him the number, the order, and the
different offices of all their attendants. If
any thing is capable of making impreflion
upon him, this will. Yet all thefe things
tend only to keep off the fun and the rain,
to fave them from hunger and cold, from
want and wearinefs. In the fame manner,
if you would implant public virtue in the
breaft of him who feems heedlefs of the
intereft of his country, it will often be to
no purpofe to tell him, what fuperior ad-
vantages the fubje@ts of a well-governed
Rate enjoy; that they are better lodged,
that they are better clothed, that they are
better fed. Thefe confiderations will com-
monly make no great imprefion. You
: ‘ will
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will be more likely to perfuade, if you de-
fcribe the great fyftem of public police
which procures thefe advantages, if you
explain the connexions and dependencies
of its feveral parts, their mutual fubordina-
tion to one another, and their general fub-

Aferviency to the happinefs of the fociety ;

if you fhow how this fyftem might be in-
troduced into his own country, what it is
that hinders it from taking place there at

" prefent, how thofe obftru@ions might be

removed, and all the feveral wheels of the
machine of government be made to move
with more harmony and {moothnefs, with-
out grating upon one another, or mutually
retarding one another’s motions, It is fcarce
poflible that a man fhould liften to a dif-
courfe of this kind, and not feel himfelf
animated to fome degree of public fpirit.
He will, at leaft for thesmoment, feel fome
defire to remove thofe obftru&tions, and to
put into motion fo beautiful and fo orderly
a machine. Nothing tends fo much to
promote public fpirit as the ftudy of po-
litics, of the feveral fyftems of civil go-
vernment, their advantages and difadvan-

Hh 4 tages,
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tages, of the conflitution of our own
country, its fituation, and intereft with re~
gard to foreign nations, its commerce, its
defence, the difadvantages it labours under,
the dangers to which it may be expofed,
how to remove the one, and how to guard
againft the other. Upon this account poli-
tical difquifitions, if juff, and reafonable,
and practicable, are of all the works of
fpeculation the moft ufeful, Even the
weakeft and the worft of them are not alto-
gether without their utility. They ferve
at leaft to animate the public paflions of
men, and roufe them to feek out the meansg
.of promoting the happinefs of the fociety,
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CHAP IL

Of the beauty which the appearance of Ulti-
lity beflowws upon the charatlers and aélions

" of men; and bow far the perception of
this beauty may be 1¢garded as one of -the
original principles of approbation.

HE charalters of men, as well as the
T contrivances of art, or the inftitutions
of civil government, may be fitted either
to promote or to difturb the happinefs both
of theindividual and of the fociety. The
prudent, the equitable, the adtive, refolute,
and fober character promifes profperity and
fatisfacion, both to the perfon himfelf and
to every one connefted with him. The
rafh, the infolent, the flothful, effeminate,
and voluptuous, on the contrary, forebodes
ruin to the individual, and misfortune to all
who have any thing to do with him. The
firft turn of mind has at leaft all the beauty
which can belong to the moft perfe® ma-
‘chine that was ever invented for promoting
the moft agreeable purpofe: and the fecond,
all the deformity of the moft awkward and

: ' clumfy
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clum{y contrivance. What inftitution of
government could tend fo much to promote
the happine(s of mankind as the general
prevalence of wifdom and virtue? All go-
vernment is but an imperfect remedy for
the deficiency of thefe. Whatever beauty,
 therefore, can belong to civil government
upon account of its utility, muft in a far
' fuperior degree belong to thefe. On the
contrary, what civil policy can be fo ruin-
ous and deftrufive as the vices of men?
The fatal effe@ts of bad government arife
from nothing, but that it does not fuffi-
* clently guard againft the mifchiefs which

. human wickednefs gives occafion to.

This beauty and deformity which cha-
raters appear to derive from their ufeful-
nefs or inconveniency, are apt to frike, in
a peculiar manner, thofe who confider, in
an abftract and philofophical light, the ac~
tions and condu@ of mankind. When a
‘philofopher goes to examine why humanity
is approved of, or cruelty condemned, he
does not always form to himfelf, in a very
clear and diftin& manner, the conception of
any one particular a&ion either of cruelty

or of humanity, but is commonly content-
' ed
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ed with the vague and indeterminate idea
which the general names of thofe qualities
fuggeft to him. But it is in particular in-
ftances only that the propriety or impropri~
ety, the merit or demerit of aQions is very
obvious and difcernible. It is only when
particular examples are given that we per-
ceive diftin&ly either the concord or dif-
agreement between our own affe@ions and
thofe of the agent, or feel a focial gratitude
arife towards him in the one cafe, ora fym-
pathetic refentment in the other. When
we confider virtue and vice in an abftra&
and general manner, the qualities by which
they excite thefe feveral fentiments feem in’
a great meafure to difappear, and the fenti-
ments themf{elves become lefs obvious and
difcernible. On the contrary, the happy
effeGs of the one and the fatal confe-
quences of the other feem then to rife up to
the view, and as it were to ftand out and
diftinguifh themfelves from all the other
qualities of either.

The fame ingenious and agréeable author
who firft explained why utility pleafes, has

been fo firuck with this view of things, as
: to
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to refolve our whole approbation of virtue
into a perception of this fpecies of beauty
which refults from the appearance of utili-
ty. No qualities of the mind, he obferves,
are approved of as virtuous, but fuch as
are ufeful or agreeable either to the perfon
himfelf or to others; and no qualities are
difapproved of -as vicious but fuch as have
a contrary tendency. And Nature, indeed,
feems to have fo happily adjufted our fen-
timents of approbation and difapprobation,
to the conveniency both of the individual
and of the fociety, that after the firicteft
examination it will be found, I believe,
that this is univerfally the cafe.- Butftill I
affirm, that it is nct the view of this utility
or hurtfulnefs which is either the firft or
principal fource of our approbation and dif-
approbation. Thefe {fentiments are no
doubt enhanced and enlivened by the per-
ception of the beauty or deformity which
refults from this utility or hurtfulnefs. But
ftill, I fay, they are originally and effentially
different from this perception.

For firftof all, it feems impoffible that

the approbation of virtue fhould be a fenti-
- ment
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ment of the fame kind with that by which
we approve of a convenient and well-con-
trived building ; or that we fhould have no
other reafon for praifing a man than that for
which we commend a cheft of drawers.
And fecondly, it will be found, upon ex-
amination, that the ufefulnefs of any dif-
pofition of mind is feldom the firft ground
of our approbation ; and that the fentiment
of ‘approbation always involves in it a fenfe
of propriety quite diftin¢t from the percep-
tion of utility. We may oblerve this
_ with regard to all the qualities which "are
approved of as virtuous, both thofe which,
"according to this {yftem, are originally va-
lued as ufeful to ourfelves, as well as thofe
which are efteemed on account of ‘their
ufefulnefs to others.

The qualities moft ufeful to ourfelves are,

* firft of all, fuperior reafon and underftand-
ing, by which we are capable of difcerning
the remote confequences of all our altions,
and of forefeeing the advantage or detri-
ment which is likely to refult from them:
and fecondly, felf-command, by which we

' are
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are enabled to abftain from prefent pleafure
or to endure prefent painy in order to ob-
tain a greater pleafure or to avoid a greater
pain in fome future time. In the union of
thofe two qualities confifts the virtue of
prudence, of all the virtues that which is
moft ufeful to the individual.

" With regard to the firft of thofe quali=
ties, it has been obferved on a former oc+
cafion, that fuperior reafon and underftand-
ing are originally approved of as juft and
right and accurate, and not merely as ufe«
ful or advantageous. It is in the abftrufer
fciences, particularly in the higher parts of
mathematics, that the greateft and moft ad«
mired exertions of human reafon have been
difplayed. But the utility of thofe fciences,
either to the individual or to the public, is
not very obvious, and to prove it, requires
a difcuffion which is not always very eafily
comprehended. It was not, therefore,
their utility which firft recommended them
to the public admiration. 'This quality was

‘but little infifted upon, till it became ne-
ceffary to make fome reply to the reproaches

‘of thofe, who, having themfelves no tafte
for
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for fuch fublime difcoveries, endeavoured to
depreciate them as ufelefs.

That felf~-command, in the fame manner,
by which we reftrain our prefent appetites,
in order to gratify them more fully upon
another occafion, is approved of, as much
under the afpet of propriety, as under
that of utility. When we act in this man-
ner, the fentiments which influence our
condud feem exactly to coincide with thofe
of the fpeGtator. The fpeCator does not
feel the folicitations of our prefent appe-
tites. To him the pleafure which we are
to enjoy a week hence, or a year hence, is
juft as interefting as that which we are to
enjoy this moment. When for the fake of
the prefent, therefore, we facrifice the fu-
ture, our condu& appears to him abfurd
and extravagant in the higheft degree, and
he cannot enter into the principles which
influence it. On the contrary, when we ab-
ftain from prefent pleafure, in orderto fe-
cure greater pleafure to come, when we a&
as if the remote objet interefted us as
much as that which immediately preffes
upon the fenfes, as our affe&tions exactly

' correfpond



480 The EFFecT Part IV,

correfpond with his own, he cannot fail to
approve of our behaviour: and as he
knows from experience, how few are ca-
pable of this felf-command, he looks upon
our condu& with a confiderable degree of
wonder and admiration. Hence arifes that
eminent efteem with which all men natural- -
ly regard a fteady perfeverance in the prac-
tice of frugality, induftry, and application,
- though dire&tedto no other purpofe than the
acquifition of fortune. The refolute firm-
nefs of the perfon who a&s in this manner,
and in order to obtain a great though re-
mote advantage, not only gives up all pre-
fent pleafures, but endures the greateft la-
bour both of mind and body, neceffarily
commands our approbation.  That view of
his intereft and happinefs which appears to
regulate his conduc, exactly tallies with
the idea which we naturally form of it.
There is the moft perfe& correfpondence
between his fentiments and our own, and at
the fame time, from our experience of the
common weaknefs of human nature, it is.
a correfpondence which we could not rea-
- fonably have expeéted. We not only ap-
prove, therefore, but in fome meafure ad-

~ mire
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_ mire his condu@, and think it worthy of a

conliderable degree of applaufe. It is the
confcioufnefs of this merited approbation
and efteem which is alone capable of fup=-
porting the agent in this tenour of conduét,
The pleafure which we are to enjoy ten
years hence interefts us fo little in compari-
fon with that which we may enjoy to-day,
the paffion which the firft excites, is na-
turally fo weak in comparifon with that vi-
olent emotion which the fecond is apt to.
give occafion to, that the one could never
be any balance to the other, unlefs it was
fupported by the fenfe of propriety, by the
confcioufnefs that we merited the efteem
and approbation of every body, by a&ing
in the one way, and that we became the
proper objects of their contempt and deri-
fion by behaving in the other.

Humanity, juftice, generofity, and pub-
lic fpirit, are the qualities moft ufeful to
others. 'Wherein confifts the propriety of
humanity and juftice has been explained
upon a former occafion, where it was
fhewn how much our efteem and approba-
tion of thofe qualities depended upon the

 VOL. L. I concord
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concord between the affections of ‘the agent
and thofe of the fpeQators.

The propriety of generofity and public
fpirit is founded upon the fame principle
with that -of juftice. Generofity is differ-
ent from humanity. Thofe two qualities,
which at firft fight feem fo nearly allied, do
not a]ways belong to the fame perfon. Hu~
manity is the virtue of a woman, genero-
fity of a man. The fair-fex, who have
commonly much more tendernefs than ours,
have feldom fo much generofity. That
women rarely make confiderable donations,
is an obfervation of the civil law *. Hu-
‘manity confifts merely in the exquifite fel-
low-feeling which the fpeCator entertains
with the fentiments of the perfons princi-
pally concerned, fo ‘as to grieve for their
fufferings, to refent their injuries, and to
rejoice at their good fortune, The moft
humane a&ions require no felf-denial, no
felf-command, no great exertion of the
fenfe of propriety. They confift only in
doing what this exquifite fympathy would
of its own accord prompt us todo. But it

* Raro mulicres donare folent.
. is .
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is otherwife with generofity. We never
are generous except when in fome refpe&
we prefer fome other perfon to ourfelves,
and facrifice fome great and important in-
tereft of our own to an equal intereft of a

. friend or of a fuperior. The man who

gives up his pretenfions to an office that was
the great objeCt of his ambition, becaufe he
imagines that the fervices of another are
better entitled toit ; the man who expofes
his life to defend that of his friend, which
he judges to be of more importance, neither
of them a& from humanity, or becaufe
they feel more exquifitely what coneerns
that other perfon than what concerns them-
felves. They beth confider thofe oppofite
interefts, not in the light in which they na-
turally appear to themfelves, but in that in
which they appear to others. To every
byftander, the fuccefs or prefervation of
this other perfon may juftly be more in-
terefting than their own; but it cannot be
fo to themfelves. When to the intereft of
this other perfon, therefore, they facrifice
their own, they accommodate themfelves
to the fentiments of the {pe&tator, and by

an cffort of magnanimity a& according to

112 thofe



484 Tbe ErrFecT Part 1V,

thofe views of things which they feel, muft
naturally occur to any third perfon. The
foldier who throws away his life in order to
defend that of his officer, would perhaps be
but little affeGed by the death of that offi-
cer; if it fhould happen without any fault
of his own; and a very fmall difafter
which had befallen himfelf might excite a
much more lively forrow. But when he
- endeavours to a& fo as to deferve applaufe,
and to make the impartial fpeQator enter .
into the principles of his condu@, he feels,
that to every body but himfelf, his own
life is a trifle compared with that of his of-
ficer, and that when he facrifices the one
to the other, he a&ts quite properly and
“agreeably to what would be the natural aps
prehenﬁons of every nnpartlal byﬁander,

It is the fame cafe with thé greater exer-
tions of public fpirit. When a young of-
ficer expofes his life to acquire fome incon-
fiderable addition to the dominions of his
fovereign, it is not becaufe the acquifition
of the new territory is, to himfelf, an ob-
je& more defircable than the prefervation
of his own life, To h1m his own life is

of



.Chap. II. of UtiriTy, - 483

of infinitely more value than the conqueft
of a whole kingdom for the ftate which he
ferves. But when he compares thofe two
obje@s with one another, he does not view
them in the light in which they naturally
appear to himfelf, but in that in which they
appear to the nation he fights for. To them
the fuccefs of the war is'of the higheft im-
portance ; the life of a private perfon of
fcarce any confequence. When he puts
himfelf in their fituation, he immediately
feels that he cannot be too prodigal of his
blood, if, by fhedding it, he can promote
fo valuable a purpofe. In thus thwarting,
from a fenfe of duty and propriety, the
firongeft of all natural propenfities, confifts
the heroifm of his condu&. There is
many an honeft Englithman, who, in his
private ftation, would be more ferioufly
difturbed by the lofs of a guinea, than by -
the national lofs of Minorca, who yet, had
itbeen in his power to defend that fortrefs,
would have facrificed his life a thoufand
times rather than, through his fault, have
fet it fall into the hands of the enemy.
When the firft Brutus led forth his own fons
to a capital punifhment, becaufe they had
' confpired
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confpired againft the rifing liberty of Rome,
he facrificed what, if he had confulted his
own breaft only, would appear to he the
ftronger to the weaker affeQion. Bru-
tus ought naturally to have felt much more
for the death of his own fons, than for all
that probably Rome could have fuffered
from the want of fo great an example. But
he viewed them, not with the eyes of a fa=
* ther, but with thofe of a Roman citizen.
He entered fo thoroughly into the fenti-
ments of this laft charater, that he paid
noregard to that tie, by which he himfelf
was connected with them ; and to a Roman
citizen, the fans even of Brutus feemed
contemptible, when put into the balance
with the fmalleft intereft of Rome. In
thefe and in all other cafes of this kind, our
admiration is not fo much founded upon the
utility, as upon the unexpeted, and on that
account the great, the noble, and exalted
propriety of fuch actions. This utility,
when we come to view it, beftows upon
them, undoubtedly, a new beauty, and upon
that account flill further recommends them
to our approbation.” This beauty, however,
is chiefly perceived by men of refletion and

fpeculation,
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fpeculation, and is by no means the quality
which firft recommends fuch a&ions to the

‘matural fentiments of the bulk of mankind.

It is to be obferved, that fo far as the fen-
timent of approbation arifes from the per-
ception of this beauty of utility, it has no
reference of any kind to the fentiments of
others. If it was poffible, therefore, that
a perfon fhould grow up to manhood with-
out any communication with {fociety, his
own a&ions might, notwithftanding, be a-
greeable or difagreeable to him on account
of their tendency to his happinefs or difad-
vantage. he might perceive a beauty of
this kind in prudence, temperance, and
good condué, and a deformity in the oppo-
fite behaviour: he might view his own

‘temper and chara&er with that fort of fatif-

fa&ion with which we confider a well-con=
trived machine, in the one cafe; or with
that fort of diftafte and diffatisfaction with
which we regard a very awkward and clum-
{y contrivance, in the other. As thefe per-
ceptions, however, are merely a matter of
tafte, and have all the feeblenefs and delicacy
of that fpecies of perceptions, upon the

juftnefs
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juftnefs of which what is properly called
tafte is founded, they probably would not
be much attended to by one in his folitary’
and miferable condition. Even though they -
fhould occur to him, they would by no
means have the fame effe& upon him, an-
tecedent to his connexion ‘with fociety,
which they would have in confequence of
that connexion. He would not be caft
down with inward fhame at the thought of
this deformity; nor would he be elevated
with fecret triumph of mind from the con~
. fcioufnefs of the contrary beauty. He would
not exult from the notion of deferving re~
ward in the one cafe, nor tremble from the
fufpicion of ‘meriting—punifhment in the
other. All fuch fentiments fuppofe the idea
of fome other being, who: is the natural
judge of the perfon that feels them; and it
is only by fympathy with the decifions of
this arbiter of his condu@, that he can
conceive, either the triumph of felf-applaufe,
or the fhame of felf-condemnation. |

"

" END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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