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May it pleafe your Majetty,

T bas bin always coun-

ted the greateft Hap-
pinefs of Princes to

be acquarnted with the Sen.
timents of therr Subjecls,
for want of which the beft
of ’em bave often taken
wyong meafures , which
made their AJions produce
very different Effelts from
their good Intentions : not
that the People affet to
e hide
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bide their Thoughts (their

complaints being generally

reprefented- louder, than
thezr Grievances ownw’dto be
bard)but Flatterers arerea-
dy 10 perfuade Kings that
nothing can be amfs during
their Reigns 5 evil or in-
Jufficrens Counfillors dare
not reveal the bad Confe-
quences of their own unap-
prov’d  Miniflry 5 and ,
where a Nation is *divid.
ed into Parties, that fide,
who is in poffeffion of the
Royal Favir, will fuffer

none to approachthe T'hrone
that wou’d difcover the fe-
verities they exerczfe on

ﬂ ey



their Adverfaries.  Tis
notto be doubted, SIR, but
you have ali the Informate-
 onofthis fort, that a Prince
of fuch fuif’d W ifdons
and Experience can judg
neceffary ; yet the wriser
of the following Treatye
cow’d nat. think zv unbecon -
ing bis. Duty to prefent 2
to your Majefly, having
there, with all poffibleFree-
dom and Impartiality , pre-
SJum’d to lay before you. the.
true flase of your Subjetts.as
. tothesr Contrary Interefts
and Affections. [t will eafi--
ly appear ( but. principally,,
tis bop’d, 1o your Masefty).

that




that the chief aim of the An:

thor was 1o do the moft ac-

ceplable fervice tobis Con.
irym this critical FunSure;
and yet be queflions not but

owe fort of people will be
difpleas’d with bim for ba-

“ving dow Fuftice 1o your un-
 paralleld Zeal for Liber-
ty (aTheng fo unufual with

crown’d Heads) and which
they are as forry fbou'd be
known, asunable to conceal:

awhile aﬂotbér Jett of Men

will be fiill more offended,

becanfe be 1s not an bumble
Profistute after their Ex-
ample, and for touching on
tbofe mifcarriages wherof

, - they



ihey know themfelves to de-
ferve the Blame , tho they
are ungratefully flriving to
charge. ’em  Elfewbere.
But  if your Majefly is
- pleas’d to approve of this
Small Eflay,as intended for
your Service, he’ll expelt
1o other Reward but to fee

a better Reformation pra- |

s’ d than be was capable to
 propofe; bis Happinefs being
necelfarily involv’d in the
common Good, and without
‘2t no condition of Life be-
zng honerable, jamfaﬁory,
or fecure.
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"CHAP L

The Author's Apoiogj d)wt
De/iggz.

N the profecution of this Dif-
- courfe, fom people may think
that I {peak more freely thar
in Prudence I cught to do ;
while others will be apt to
cenfure me asaéting out of my Sphere, .
‘and medling in matters which are none
of my Concerns : but one thing I
dare undertake and promife, that
all unbyaft Readers will think me
Impartial ; and I know my felf to be
neither aw’d by hopes or fears, nor
gain’d by Favor or Bribes. Tho’ all
do notfitat the Helm, yet each Per-
fon on Board isequally interefted a-
bout the prefervation of the Ship, and
‘may give fair warning of thofe Rock(si
' B an
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and Shelves which are notapprehend:
ed nor obferv’d by others. Every Man
is bound to affift his Country by his
Advice, as well as by his Purfe, or the
ufe of his Arm ; and as the Colle&tive
body of the Government is made up of
many individuals, fo whatever is pro-
pos’d for the Honor, Profit, or Safety
of the whole, mutft ftill originally pro-
~ ceud from fom one Man, whether in
the Parlament, Council, Cabinet, or
after the manner I prefume to do at
‘prefent: and fo the matter is fubmit-
ted to the approbation or diflike of the
greater number. Thishas been always
an allow’d cultom in England, at which
none was ever difpleas’d but fuch as
were coifcious of their owndemerits,
and had no itomachro hear theirCrimes
divulgd for fear of Punifhment orDif=
grace. As for fo openly telling my mind,
*tis the honeftelt way of dealing;where-
as ob{cure hints and -artificial difguifes
arcgenerally interpreted beyond what
the Author ever intended : for what
one, feems afraid of faying plainly
and directly, is thought by others to be
naught beyond expreffion. NoramI
without that due regard which every
‘one ought to have for his own prefer-

. vation ;
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vation ; but I know where I am, and
what I affert. T deliver nothing but
the naked truth,which is the firongeft,
and confequently the boldeft thing in
the world. I live in a free Government
‘where Men may vent their thoughts
fecure from the dread of Informers, re-
prefent their Greviances, yet not be
counted faCtious, and expet redrefs
withoutclaiming more than their due:
We haveknownRulesand ftated Mea-
fures of our A&ions. Every Man has
the fame right to his Property asthe
Magiitrat to the execution of hisOf:
fice: and the meane(t Countryman has |
his a&tionand remedy at Law againft
‘the King no lefs than againft any of '
his fellow Subje&ts.Inthefe and thelike
priviledgesconfifts agreat part of our
- Happinefs above theirs who atnoex- -
. traordinary diftance from us graon un-
der the yoke of abfolute dominion.
There the will of the Prince being his
Law, the Judges are oblig’d to inter-
pretit {olely for his intereft,without a=
ny refpett to the Hardfhips endur’d b
private Men when they interfere with
the pleafure of their Mafter. There '
the peopleare beggarly and flavifh, but
the Monarch is Greatand Mighty,the
B2 prime
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piime Nobility and Gentry being re-
ﬁuc’d to de;znd on hislinraligzrg, the
ftouteft of the commons forc’d to ferve
in his Troops for Bread,and all degrees
of Perfons made theInfirumentsof gra-
tifing his Vanity, Rapacioufnefs, or
“Luft In the mean time his Clergy,Ar-
my,andOfficers ofState are finely pami-
per’d and making a flourifthing {how,
while the reft of his-miferable Subjelts
languith and decay : for heaws their
Confciences by his Priefts, Compels
‘their Bodiesby his Soldiers,and drains
“their Purfes by his Minifters;whoall
confequently {hare the Spoil with him
‘as neceflary Tools for his Purpofe,and
a reward of their Iniquity.Now be-
“caufe no complaints dare be heard in
" France or Deamark,will any body fay
- that nothing’samifs there ? Is their U-
nity fomuchto be admirid,when they

- muft not ufe their reafon to examin,
and that they agree evenabout their
- ReligiousTénets asMen do ahout Co-
lors 1n -the Dark. Heaven be prais’d
this isnot our Condition.I write€ with-
inthe reach of no Tyrant; but under
the wings of a Valiant,Wife, and Juft
Prince, who is pleas’d with nothing
fo much as being circumfcrib’d llny
: the
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theLaws,left for all his upright intep-
tions he fhould be miftaken in his du-
ty.Whenever therefore heis engag’d
in bad Councils (as their is no ablo-
lute Perfettion of Men or things) he is
no fooner made fenfible of his error,but
he prefently changes his meafures, and
‘denies nothing to the Nation which
they earneftly defire and think indif-
- penfably neceflary for their Pofperity
and Safety. The manyexcellent Laws,
‘to which (after fom previous helita-
tion) he has agreed, are an undenia-
ble proof of his good difpofition,if we
knew how to improve it; witnefs the
A&s for Triennial Parlaments, for
regulating Trials of High-Treafon,
concerning. Mines and Ores, the Jate
Law for Refumtions, tliofe againft
Standing Armies, and feveral befides.
Tt were to be wifl’d, I confefs, that
‘the extreme Lenity of his Temper
did not hinder him from fhowing
greater marks of his difpleafure a-
gainft thofe whohave fomtimes un-
worthily abus'd his favor, exafpe-
rated the beft part of the Nation a-
gainft them for breaking their truft,
and temted many well meaning per-
{onstohave an ill opinion of the public
R - B3 Ad-
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Adminiftration. Seafonable and exem-
plary Juftice on fuch wickedMen cou’d
not fail both of clearing himfelf from
allill grounded Jeoloufies, and of effe-
&ually difcouraging others in the fame
ftations from imitating the vicious
courfes of their Predeceflors. Yetinex-
- cufe of this,it muft be own’d that fuch

Criminals have not only thefecret ofe-
vading the cenfure of theLaw, but that
they even have frequently grown a-
bove fearing hisMajefty’saniinadver-
fion, combining together, and linking
themfelves intofuch powerfulFaltions

that none of their number muft be

touch’d without difobliging the whole
Party,which isnot alwaysfafe tho’ ne-
yer fo juft. *Tisobferv’d that aftera
good Government is deftroy’d,its ex-
piring virtue procures fome Credit to
the beginning of the fucceeding Ty-
fanny; in like manner the general de-
pravation of Morals contratted under
the Reign of one or more Tyrants,can-
not be immediate}_y reform’d by the
utmoft vigilance o avirtuous Prince,
which makes it no firange thing if fom
dark clouds are obferv’d to eclipfe the
Iuftre of his management.He is there-
fore much tobe pitied,ifhe cannot dif-
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cernthe Men whoare not lefs ablethan
willing to ferve him faithfully ; and
_thenonly tobe blam’d when he indu-
ftrioufly picks out the worl,or makes
an honeft Man turn Knavebefore he is
capable to do. his bufinefs. Ofall the
Plagues which have infefted this Na-
tion fincethe death of Queen Eliza-
besh, none has fpread the Contagion
wider, or brought us nearer to uster
ruin, than the inplacable animofity of
contendingParties. Tho’ ‘tisa thing

- never to be expetted (nor perhaps fo

defirable as fom may fancy) that all
men fhou’d agree about all things;
~ yet itis the moft wicked matter-piece
of Tyranny purpofely to divide thefen-
timents, affeCtions, and intereffs of a
People, thatafter they have mutually
E fgent their Force againft one another,

they may the more eafily becom a com-
mon prey to Arbitrary Power. There
have bin many oppofite Faltions in
Englapdheratofore,partlyoccafion’d by
,duﬁious’I‘itlcs‘ to the Crown, partly to
_veftrain the exorbitancy of fom Kings
'who invaded Liberty, and all Men
_¢ontinu’d uneafie till by Perfwafionor
_ Force fuch quarrels were adjufted.But
till the acceflion of the Sraarss to the



()
- Imperial Throne of this Realm, we
never knew the Art of Governing by

Parties. Tt was fet on foot amongus

by the firftof that Race, and was day-
ly improving under his Succeflor, till
at laft it fatally turn'd on himfelf, and
depriv’d himboth of his Crownand
Life. But becaufe this execrable Po-
“licy was brought to perfetion under
Charles the Second, I {halldifplay fom
of its worft effe@ts in his Reign, and
the difmal influence’ it has on all our
Affairs ev’n at this time. As foon as

this King wasreftor’d tofit in the Sad-

dle of his Anceftors, he wholly apply’d
his thoughts (as he intended long
before) to eftablifh Popery and Defpo-
tic Power on the ruins of our Religion
and Liberty.  The revenge he ow’d
his Fathers Death, together with the
remembrance of his particular Suf-
ferings, contributed not a little to
.alienat his Heart from all tendernefs
for the Englifh : but he was fixt in
his Arbitrary Defigns, by the exam-
ple of Foren Princes; and recon-
cil’d to the Roman Faith by the Au-
thority of his Mother, the importu-
nity of the Priefts, and his own vi-
tious inclination. A few of the No-
Lol e e - blhty,
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bility, Gentry, and Clergy, who ac-
companied him in his Exile, knew of
his change ; the moft quick fighted
fort of People at home had violent fuf-
- pitions of it ; buthe never thought fit
quite to take off the Mask till he came
tody, and that his ufual diffimulation
cou’d do him no farther fervice. Pope-
ry and ;Slavery being the two great
‘Bleflings he intended to intail upon us
‘and our Pofterity, as they were the
chief motives of hisAcions,fo they are
the only Keys by which we can deci-
pher the myfteries of his Reign. He
cou’d not hope to perfwade or force a
compliance from a free Nation, and
the Head of the Proteftant Intereft
what he was notable tocompafs there-
fore by open violence, he attemted
with much fuccefs by fecret fraud. Hine
tlle lachyrme. This is the true fpring
ofall thofe pernicious Divifions, names
of dittin&ion, Parties, Factions, Clubs,
and Cabals, which have ever fince. di-
ftra&ted, torn, and very nigh confum’d
us. High and Low Charchmen,Con-
formifts and Fanaticks,Whigsand To-
ries, Loyalifts and Rebels, Patriots and
‘Courtiers, with the like opprobrious
nick-names, ar¢the abominable fruits
- ; of
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of his Policy. My bufinefs is not ta
write the Hiftory of his Reign, but
to give a fuccinét account of the Par-
ties he created for our Deftrution,and
the malignant influence they have at
this very time on our Government.
Wherfore I {hall conlider them, as in
the firit place they refpet our Religi-
on, fecondly our Politics, thirdly the
High-Courtof Parlament, fourthly In-
ferior Court:of Judicature, and fifth-
}y the Minifters of State. I’ll make no
eparat head of our Morals, becaufe
they were debaucht, not only by the
pattern fhew’d us at Court, butalfo by
a concurrence of many caufes to be
mention’d under the foregoing Heads.
In the next place, I’ll lg)

what ill effe@s thofe Parties have now
on the People in general, the King in
particular, and all our affairs abroad.
Laftly, asa prevention or perfet cure
of this diftemper, P’ll offer fomadvice
about the Eletion of Members fit to,
Reprefent and Serve the Nation in
Parlament,

THE

riefly fhew |

S ——
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CHAP 1L

The Art of Goverm‘hg by
Parties in Religion.

7/ Is not more common (nor
: - indeed more natural) for
Men to vary from one

another in the color of

their Hair, the air of their Face, or
the meafure of their Stature, than it
is for them to difagree in their opi-
nions (whether relating to Religion
or any other fubje&) by reafon of
their differentopportunities, applicati-
ons or capacities, and that things are
pot placd in the fame degree of
light to'all fortsof People. No bo-
~dy wonders that -he has not the fatHe
’ taite
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tafte or fancy with others; nay, he’lt
make allowance for-it in cating
or drinking, in chufing a Miftrefs, a
Houfe, a Suit of Clothes ; and yet
he’s apt to be amaz’d or angry hat
every one is not of the fame Reli~
gion with himfelf, which makes him
(like the Tyrant of old) for ftretch-
ing or cutting .all the World to his
own fize.. Mens altions are never
more inconfiftent than in this Point;
for they all naturally defire a Liber-
ty of worfhipping in that way which
tKey believe to be moft acceptable to
the Deity, and they think it the
higheft Injuftice to be deny’d this Pri-
viﬁ:ge by any Government ; but they
are no fooner grown the reigning Par-
ty themfelves, than they fall to Perfe-
cute all that Diffent from them ; and
{o in their {everal turns, asevery Par-
ty happens to get uppermoft, they to-
lerat no other Religion, becaufe they
think their own to be the beft. Tam
not examining now the Equity or In-
juftice of this Procedure, but barely
‘relating matteis of Falt. The efta-
blifh’d Church of England laid very
great Hard(hips on the Nonconfor-
T mifts
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mifts before the laft Civil Wars; and
the Nonconformifts paid the Church-
‘men home in their own Coin with In-
tereft, when they got the Power into

~their hands. The Church being re-

ftor’d again with the Monarchy
Charles the Second was too well ac-
quainted with the Naturc of Man-

“kind, to let an opportunity {lip which
~made fo much for the Game he de-
“fign'd toplay ; and therefore pretend-
-ing a wonderful Zeal for the Hie-

rarchy, he animated the Bybeps (who
were prone enough to Revenge, on

- the account of their late Sufferings)
- to opprels and extirpat the Presbye-
. vians, Independents, Anabaptifts, Quakers

and Proreftant Diffenters of all forts.
In the mean time, the Complyance of
thefe being fear’d about all things, it
was render’d wholly impoffible by
the hard Terms which were offer’d
them. He perfettly knew their main

- Scruples againft Conformity, and ha-

ving a Parlament of the fame temper
with his Clergy, he got fuch Oaths,
Tefts, and Declarations fram’d, as he

- was fure they could never fivdtlow,

whiech would neceffitat them (asin
effet
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tffett it did ) to form themfelves in-
to a {eparat Party, and, notwithftan~
ding their privat Diflentions, to unite
together for their common Liberty
againft the Court and the Church.
All this while he made the Clergy
believe that it was his AffeCtion to
them which producd thofe Severie
ties againft their Encmies, frightning
them from time to time with his Ap-
prehenfions left Presbytery fhould ever
pr.ovailagan: nor'was he lefs indus

{trious with the Royaliffs, to keep the
Commonwealth-men under. And, mnor-

der to fecure them both, he pretend-
ed that they could not inveft him
with too great a Power , declaring,
that no body muft expett to partake
of his Favor who was not a good
Churchman as well as a true Royaliff ;
and that all others were Rebels in
their Hearts, only waiting for a fit
occafion to deftroy both Church and
State. The Pulpits immediatly foun~
ded with nothing elfe but Paffive Obe-
dience and  Non-refiffance to all the
King’s Commands, of what nature {o-
ever under pain of Eternal Damna-
tion ; that if our Property, Religion

or
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or Lives fhould be attack’d by hiif;
we muft have recourfe tono defence
but Prayersand Tears; and that Mo-,
narchy as well as Epi{éopacy was of
Divine Right, with the like extrava-
gant Do&trins. In fhort, the poor
Diffenters were us’d like Dogs, prohi-
bited to meet together for Divine
Worfhip, expos’d to the Scorn and
Rage of the Mob, crowded and ftar-
v’d in Jails, fom forcd and fom
flying into foren Countries, to the
inexpreffible damage of Trade, dif-
~ peopling the Kingdom, and diminifh«
ing the Public Revenues. Butabove
all, the Proteffant Intereft was daily
. weaken’d by f{uch as moft pretended
(and moft of them, no doubt, de-
fign’d ) to fupport it ; for the miftas
ken Zeal of {fom, and the reftlefs
Ambition of others among the digni«
fied Clergy, deluded the Herd of their
Admirers., At length the continual
" Encroachments madeon the civil Con-
ftitution, under pretence of fuppref-
fing Phanatscks, and the barefacd
Countenance given at the fame time
to avow’d P‘;{ijh, (being receiv’d in-
to the chiefeft Truit and Confidence)
_ o open’d
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open'd all Mens Eyes, and difcover’d
the black Defigns of the Court. The
Laity grew weary of being the
Drudges of the Clergy to ruin inno-
cent People,very devout in their way,

. true to the Liberties of their Coun-

try, and the irreconcilable Enemies
of Popery. It is certainly, fays the
Duke of Buckingham in the Houfe of
‘Lords, 4 wery uneafie kind of Life to any
man, that has ¢itker Chriftian Charity,
Good Nature, or Humanity, to (ee his
Fellow-fubjects dasly abus'd, devefted of
their Liberties and Birthrights, and mi=
ferably thrown out of their Poffeffions and
Freeholds, 0xly becaufe they cannot agree
with forn others in Opinions and Niceties
of Religion,rowhich their Confciences will
* not give them leave to affent, and which,
even by the confent of thofe who weuld im-

. pofe them,are 1o way nece fSary to Sulvati--

on.When the generality of the People
began toutter theirComplaints in fuch
Language as this, and that the beft
Men on all fides were for mutually
tolerating one another, or coming in-
to a ftriter Union, then the fubtil
King, finding it make for his purpofe,
would be the firft to grant Diffenters
M i
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Liberty, and even to difpenfe with
the Penal Laws in their favor. By
this means he hop’d to kil two Birds
with one Stone: for by the fame difpen-
fing Prerogative he could recall this
Toleration at his pleafure ; but (what
was the main thing aim’d at) hecould
. ds well repeal all other Laws, if he
‘were allow’d to fulpend any one by
his own Authority. He doubted not
but the Diffenters would accept of
Eafe on any Terms, tho’ he found
himfelf miftaken: for fuch of themas
happn’d to be Members of Parlament,
oppos’d this Sufpending Power the
fierceft of any, and the Monarch plain-
ly betray’d his own Plot,{ince hecould
never be induc’d to confirm their Li-
berty by Laws which the Parliament
feem’d willing to enact ; as there was
one Bill exprefly pafs’d both Houfes
to this purpofe, but ftoln or miflaid
by his order, whenhe ought to have
given it his Affent. On the contra-
ry, when he heard that there was a
Proje of Comprehenfion on foot, he
ask’d the Archbifhop, whether he
was for it; who replying, He had
heard of fuch a thing; No, faid the

N C King;
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King, Pil keep the Charch of England
pare aud unmixt, But Icannot fo well
excufe the conduct of the Diflenters
in the Reign of his Succeflor. No
Popifh Prince in the World did ever
fuffer Heretics - (as they call them)
to live peaceably in his Domunions,
but when he wanted Power to deal
withthem: now King Jemes not be
ing able to Dragoon lus Proteftant
Subjeds, nor to bring them by {hoals
t0 Smithfield, was refolv’d,in imitation
of his pious Brother, to dafh them in
pteces againft one another. All che
- moderat part of the Church of En-
glend had endeavor’d to exclode him
from the Crown, or to frufirat his
tyrannical Defigns; and at laft the
miftaken Zealots themielves, with the
high-flyets for Court-Favor and Pre-
ferment, whofe Bxi?mry and Vio-
leace brought the Nation within an
Ace of its Ruin; when they faw alf
Civiland Military Poftsa filling with
Papifts, -and that after they had per-
forny’d his Drudgery, they might tamn

ot burn, a8 chey likd, for they were -

nog the Priefts he minded to exak ¢
all thefe, I fay, were now for Re.
- L fiftance

e TR
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filtance, as much asever they were
for Obedience before ; nothing was
heard but The Temple of the Lord, the
Temple of the Lord; and their Cry
reach’d eveninto Hollazd. - The grate-
ful Prince defir’d no better, being glad
at heart to be rid infuch a manner of
thofe whofe infinit Obligations he
never intended to fepay ; and fo he
very unexpettedly turns all his Fa-
vor towards the Diffenters, whom
he mortally hated during his whole
Life, and was the principal Author
of their Miferies, Tho'this prepofte-
rous Kindnefs cozen’d very few of
them, yet who now but they ? None
more admitted into his Privacy, their
former Perfecutions folely laid to the
charge of the Bifhops, who were
grown the moft rebellious and worft
of Men, while juft on the fuddena
Phanatick was the moft loyal and
peaceable Creature on Earth, nextto
a Papift. To crown the Work, he
affumes the Power of difpenfing with
the Penal Laws of every kind, andin
fpight of all Tefts, imploys both Pas
pii’:%s and Diffenters in Offices of Truft
and Honof. All wifeC Menfaw, th}alu: _
: , 2 tie
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the advancement of Popery was the
only thingat bottom, while one Par=~
ty of Prozeftants were cajol’d till they
had help’d to ruin the other, and
might then enjoy the gracious Fa-
vor of being laft deftroy'd them-
felves. I am far from blaming the
Ciilercers for meeting in public to
perjorm thew Worthip ; whatever
was defign'd by the King, they were
bound to do their Dury whenever
they had opportuzity: bur ¥ abfo-
lucely condemn fuch as made Ad Iref-
fes to him on this account, or accept-
ed Offices in Corporations, which was
in plain truth to thank him for go-
verning without Law, and to a&t by
virtue of his Arbitrary Power. ’Tis
true, the bulk of Diffentersabhorr’d
thefe Proceedings of their Brethren,
their Enemies themfelves being Judg-
es ; and tho’ Pen, Lob, Aljrp, and a
few like them, were famuliar in his
Clofet, they were difown’d therein
by the beft of their feveral Commu-
nions, For my part, fetting the Vir-
tues and Failings of both fides in a juft
parallel, I am of opinion, that neither
of them ought to reproach the other,

nor



- e —— - - - - — o~

(21)
nor unmeafurably to overvalue them-
felves; I mean, with refpcél to one
another: for as they have each of .
them been Perfecutors and Perfecuic.,
and that the Charch defended the Pio-
teftant Religion from the Pulpitand
the Prefs againft K. Fames, as the Dif-
fenters did our Civil Liberty againft
King Charles ; fo both of them have

hitherto unanimoufly maintain’d our

Religion by their Wealth,Swords,and
Pens, under the aufpicious Conduct
of King William, the unfeign’d Pro-
teCtor of both. The Body of the
Church was always right, and the
Diflenters have now got tha: Liberty
eftablifiyd by a Law, which every
honet man wish’d them from lus
Heart before. The People of both
fides are difpos'd to be quiet, as long
as their Priefts will let them: They -
think not a jot the worfe of one ano-
ther, for not walking the fame way
to Church on Sunday, becaufe they
joyn’d company the Satarday b:fore
to Market: They judge of oneanothers
Honefty by their Lealings, and not
from their Notions : Trade is vigo-
roufly carry’d on without diftinétion :
o - C3 other
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other Proteftants dare venture now to
fettle among us, and net, as formerly,
fhun our inhofpitable Shore : no man
is forc’d to inform againft his Neigh-

bor, or to difturb hisown Relations :
both fides are under mutual (and I
hope indiffoluble) ties of Marriages,
Interefts, and Friendfhip ; and, in one
word, we all enjoy the incomparable
Bleflings of Unity, Peace, and Liber-
ty. Ionce met with a Perfon who
profefs’d himfelf amaz’d to find fo
many Englifbmen, in the late Reigns,
endeavoring to fubvert our Confti-
tution ; but, I think, there’s greater
reafon to wonder, that,after what has
pafs’d, there could be found one man,
who entertain’d a defign of repealing
the Toleration : and yet not a few
fuch there be, Men tainted with the
old Leven, who maintaina profound
Refpelt for their old Mafter, andare
fecret Admirers of the old Whore of
Babylon.ll not infiton theirill-natur’d
Grumblings ever fince this Revolu-
tion, nor the little Arts they have co-
p’yd from the Royal Brotﬁers (and
which they have been ftriving to put
in praltice thefe laft two or three



(23)

- sears) I mean, their attacking the

Quakers firft, as the weakeft Party,
thinking they’l be abandon’d by all
the reft, who fooner or later muft
expe&t to fall under the fame Con-
demnation ; but let no man help to
fire his Neighbor’s Houfe, that Joves
the fafety of his own. At this very
time there’s more than ordinary Talk
of this Affair, and fom Candidacs
for places in Parlament being exalted

- with Chimerial Hopes, or thinking to

gratify a certain warm Set of Gentle-
men, make large Promifes of promo-
ting it ; but, I dare fay, there’s no
County or Burrough in England will
chufe them, if once they difcover
their Intentions. However, it won’t

"be amifs on this occalion to put our

Church in mind of her Pious Refolu-

“tions, and the fincere Vows fhe made

in the days of her Calamity. Oneof
her ftouteft Champions againft Rome,

~in the laft Reign, delivers the Senfe

of his Party in thefc words: | The
Charch of England, fays he, & fo fen-

fible of the Iniquity as well a5 Folly of

that method (of Perfecution) that there

4 Sem Refleftions on a Difcourfe, call'd, Goal
advice to the Churchof’ England.

C guilty

'
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is no ground to [ufpect She will ever be
guilty of it for the fature. They whom
w0 Arguments could heretofore convert,
the Court (whofe Tools they were in that
mifchievous and unchriftian Work, and
by whom they were infligated to all the
Severities which they are now blam’d for)
by objeiting it to them as their Reproach
and Difgrace, and by [eeking to improve
the Reyfntmmt; of thofe who ha [uffer’d
by Penal Laws, to becom a united Party
with the Papifts for their Subverfion)
has brought them “at once to be afbam’d
of what they did, and to Refolutions of
promoting all Chriftian Liberty for the
time to com. And (bould there be any
peevith’ and ill-natur’d  Ecclefiaftics,
who,upon a turn of Affairsould be ready
to affume their former Principles,and pur-
Juetheir wonted Courfe 5 we may be fecure
againfp all fear of their being [ucce[sful
in it, not only by finding the majority as
well as the more learned bosh of the digni-
fy’d and inferior Clergy unchangeably
frxt and determin’d againft it, but by ba-
wing the whole Nobility and Gentry, and
thofe noble Princes, whofe Right it will be
next to afcend the Throne, fully poffeft
with all the Generous and Chriftian Par-
pofes we can defire, of making provi-
i s e ‘-AﬁOM
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. Jion for Liberty of Confcience by a Law.
This Paffage is not only pertinent
. to my prefent defign, but a peifet
Abftra¢t and Confirmation of this
whole Account: Nor do I queftion
in the lealt, but that, as this Judici-
ous Author obferves, the foundeft
part of the Clergy, andall the Gen-
tlemen of England, will unanimoufly
make good what they have fo happi-
ly concurr’d with the King, and our
late Queen, to eftablifh. + Another ac-
knowledges, That the Nation has fc.zrce
forgiven fom of the Charchof England
the Perfecution into which they have [uf-
fer’d themfelves to be cozen’d: tho’ now
that they fee Popery bare-fac'd, the ftand
they have made, and the vigorous oppofi-
tion that they have given to it, is thit
which makes all Men willing to forget
what is pafl, and raifes again the Glory
?' 4 Church that was not a listle flain’d
by the Indifcretion and Weaknfs of thofe
who were too apt to believe and hope, and
Jo fuffer’d themfelves tobe made a Pro-
perty to thoje who would make thewm a
Sacrifice. A third Author, to name
no more, highly extols the Diflenters

+Refledtions on his Majefties Declaration for-Li-
berty of Confcience. . ' '
: Charles
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for their unfhaken Behavior under
Charles the Second:* Fhat Honeft People,
fays he, tho’ hated and malign’d by their
Brethren, rather than be found aiding
the King in his Ufarpations over the
Kingdom, bave chofen to undergo the u1-
moft Calamities they conld be made [ub-
jeck unmto , either thro the . execution
of ‘thofe Laws which had bin made againft
them, or thro our Princes and their
Minifters wrecking their Malice upon them
in arbitrary and illegal methods, Now
as the Churchmen, who forget this
I.anguage, and are for breaking the
prefent Toleration, deferve to be cen-
~ {ur’d, {othe Diffenters havenot been
wholly blamelefs in this Reign ; they -
have {fhewn but too much Counte-
nance tothe late Attemts againft the
Quakers, which will make others have
the lefs Compaflion for themfelves, if
ever they fhould fall again under the
Lafhof their Enemies,which is a thing
not impoffible. I know they juftifie
theirpromoting PenalLawsagainft the
Socinians, as if ithad not bin for any
difference in Religion, but on the ac-
count of Blafphemy : jbut let them

* The ill Effeds of Animofities.

that
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read Fox’s Martyrology, and they’li
find Queen Mary’s gudgcs made ufe of
that Diftin&tion before them; for they
pretended not to burn the Proteftants
for any {peculative Notions, but for
refufing attual Worthipto Je/us Chrif
in the Sacrament, which they inter-
preted a denying of Honor to God,
and {o to be confequently Blafphemy.
They would likewife do well not to
ingage one another in public. Difpu-
- tations, nor to accept of Challenges to
this purpofe from their Adverfaries.
"T'was never known that fuch Meet-
ings produc’d any good effelts, where
the Antagonifts (like fo many Gladia-
tors) eagerly contend for Vittary,and
mind nothing lefs than the fearch of
Truth. Each Party mifreprefents the
other i the accounts they give of their
Proceedings : befides that, this is the
ready way to occafion Fumults, to
the endangering the public Peace.
*Tis not Liberty but Licentioufnefs,
and was never intended by the To-
leration. 1If they be not likewife fa-
tally blind, they may perceive the
Endeavors which are us’d to draw
them into a Paper War, whichthey
owght by all means to avoid. 1Bu_t
: o : - thewr
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their moft general Failing is, beinga
little too much Courtiers of late. I
know this to be an honeft Miftake,
partly occalion’d by their fear of the
Common Enemy, and partly out of
gratitude to the King, for being fo
inftrumental in procuring their Li-
berty. A great deal is certainly to
be allow’d in both thefe cafes, but
yet fuch Pretences may be carried
too far ; witnefs their being laft Ycar
almoft all for a Standing Army, and
for fom other invidious points. I
heard an eminent Perfon fay, not long
fince, That the Diflenters were. the
Tories of this Reign ; and, that they
made as great Bugbears of France and
Popery on all occafions now, as others
made in former days of the Monarchy
and Charch. 1 have bin the longer
on this Head of governing by Parties
in Relizion, becaule it enters more or
lefs into all our other Divifions, and
has bin not only the chiefeft, but al-
fo the moft fuccefsful Machine of the
Confpirators againft our Government,
well knowing with what fury Men
oppofe one another, when they ima-
gin they are fighting for God, and
hazarding the Salvation of their Souls.
' But
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But we muft in Juftice obferve, that
King William is {o far from fettin
his Subjets together by the Ears a-
bout Religion, or making it only 2
politic Fetch to ferve his privat
Ends, that on his Acceflion to the
Throne; he (together with the late
Queen) fummond a Convocation of
the Clergy, either wholly to compofe
our Diflerences, or to make the termg
of Communion with our Church o
eafie, that very few Proteftants, at
home or abroad, would fcruple con-
forming with it. The chief Heads
recommended in their Commiffion
were, Convenient Alterations :12 the
Liturgy, Ceremonies, and Canons; the
correiting of Abufes in Ecclefiaftical
€Conrts 5 the Examination of Perfons
who were to be admitted into Orders, a5
well as the removing of [candalous Mini<
Sters 5 and Reformation of Manners in
the Clergy and People, If you know
who obftruted fuch pious Defigns,
you likewife know who repine and
murmur at the prefent Toleration,
But we defpair not of yet feeing a
better Temper towards the accom-
plifhing fo defirable a Union, which
o . can
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can never be effefted but in the way
of Peace and mutual Condefcenfions ¢
for, as Sir William Temple rightly ob-
ferves, Whofoever defigns the change of
Religion in a Contry or Gevernment, by
any other means than that of 4 general
Conuerfion of she People, or the fmwﬁ
part of them, defigns all the Mifchiefs ¢o
‘& Nation that afe to ufber in or attendthe
two greateft Diffempers of a State, Civil
War or Tyranny ; which are Violence,
Oppreffion, Cruelty, Rapine, Intemper ance,
Injuftice ; in fborr, the miferable Ef-
fufion of Human Blood, axd the Confus
. fion of all Laws, Orders, and Virtues
among Men.  Such Confequences as thefe,
1 doubt, are omthing more than the di-
Jputed Opinions of any Man, or any parti=
cular Affemsbly of Men, can be worth ;
[fince the great and general End of all Re-
ligion,next to Mens Happinefs hereafter,

is their FHappinefs here. 'To conclude

this Point ; both Parties may fafely
‘take the friendly Advice of one not
" {ervilely addifed to either, when they
confider that Themiftias, a Heathen
Philofopher, being heartily concern'd
for the common Good, offer’d fuch
convincing Reafons againft Perfecu-
tion
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tion to Valens the Arian Emperor,
that he ftop’d his Severities againft
the Orthodox Chriftians.

CHAP. IIL
The Art of goweming by Parties

in Politics.

AS King Charles deluded the Cler-

gy into his meafures by the fear
of Prestytery, his next Trick was to
divide the Laity in their Politics,
and to poflefs the Royalifts with ap-
prehenfions of a Commonwealsh, All
the World knows that England is un-
der a free Government, whofe Su-
preme Legiflative Power is lodg’d in
the King, Lords, and Commons, each
of which have their peculiar Privi-
leges and Prerogatives; no Law can

pafs without their common Authofity

or Confent ; and they are a mutual
check and balance on one another’s
Overfights or Encroachments. This

v | Go-
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Government is calculated for the Ins
tereft of all the Parties concern’d,
which are all the Inhabitants of E#-
gland 5 wherfore it depends on their
Good will, and is fupported by their
Wealth and Power. Butin Abfolute.
Monarchy all things are only fubfer-
vient to the Pleafure or Grandeur of
the Prince, who therfore by force of
Arms maintains his Dominion over
the People, on whom he looks but
as his Herd and Inheritance, to be
us’d and difpos'd as he thinks conve-
nient. In oppofition to fuch arbitra-
ry Governments, thofchave bin call’d
Commonwealths, where the common
good of all was indifferently defign’d
and purfwd. But tho’ they agice in
their main end , yet they often dif-
fer about the means, in the names of
their Magiftracies, and fom other
Circumitancés, Thus the two Kings
of Sparrahad no more Authority than
a Duke of Venicey; and the Stathold-
er of Holland has more real Power
tho’ lefs State and Dignity than ei-
ther of them. A Commonwealth,
when the Adminiftration lies in the
People, iscall’d a Democracy, when

’tis’
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tis folely or for the moft part in
the Nobility, ’tis then an Ariftocra=
cy ; but when ’tis thar’d between
the Commons, the Lords, and' the
{upreme Magiftrate (term him King,
Duke, Emperor, or what you plfmfg)
‘tis then a mixt form, and is hy Pe-
Ybius and many Judicious Politicians
among the Ancients efteem’d the
moft equal, lafting, and perfect ofall
others. 1In this fenfe England is un-
deniably a Commonwealth, tho’ it be -
ordinarily fti’d a Monarchy becaufe
the chiet Magiftrat is call’d a King,

‘Such as are afraid therfore that Enp~

land{hould becom a Commonwealth,
may -be {ufpetted not to underftand
their own Language ; and thofe who
talk of making it one, may dream
of turning it into an Ariftocracy or
Democracy, but can never make it
more a Commonwealth thanitis al-
ready. This is our admirable Con-
ftitution. But it will be thought
ftrange, that any Perfons fhould be
fo endeavoring to ftrip them-
felves of their Liberty, and to leave
all their Pofterity enflav’d ; yet ex-

perience will not let us doubt that

D there



S (34) o

there is any thing fo abfur'd ifto

‘which fom may not be cheated or
corrupted. The feveral Fattions who

ufurpd the Government, and main-

-tain’d themfelves by military Force
before the Reftauration, affum’d the

Title of a Commonwealth, tho’ they

wert ‘the farthet imaginable from

thie thing. 'ThePeople, who fmart-

ed under their Tyranny, abhorr’d the

very name ever after ; tho’ they have

‘given fufficient demonftration fince
that time, that there are not more

paffionat Lovers of Liberty on Earth,

King Charles, who wanted no Cun-

'nin"%, took the advantage of their
miftake, and bubl’d us almoft out

of our Conftitution before we per-

‘ceiv’d it under hand. Every body
was afraid of relapfing into the for-

~mer Confufions; and he dextroufly
" infinuated by hisInftruments, that no-
“thing but the increafe of his Prero-
" gative could poffibly preventit. All
-the Diffenters from the Eftablifl’d
- Church were made to pafs for Com-
-monwealths Men, nor cou’d a Man
“efcape that Imputation who grudg’d
the King any power, tho’ never fo
danges«




(35)

dangerous, infomuch thatall Mouths
were ftop’d, and the friends of their
Country cou’d only privatly lament
its approaching Ruin. At laft the
- patience of good Men being quite
worn out, they begun to complain
loudly of their grievances, and the
Creatures of Prerogative as loudly
oppos’d them, which made them mor-
tally hate one another of courfe;while
the King laugh’d in hisfleevesat the
fport, and took fpecial care to keep
their animofities-alive. The charge
of Rebellion was urg’d as much by
one fide, as deni’d by the other ; and
both made the higheft pretences to
Loyalty, tho’ each of them wou’d
wheolly Ingrofs that virtue to them-
felves. They branded one another
with opprobrious Names. In Parla-
ment they were call’d Patriots -and
Loyalifts, or the Courtand Country
Parties : but in all other Places they
were diftinguifh’d into Whigs and
Tories, beingthe names of Highway-
men in Scotland and Ireland ; the
Courtiers intending thereby to make
the Patriots pafs for Presbyterians,
and the . Patriots reproaching the

D2 our-~
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Courtiers with Popery. Confidering
all things, ’tis 2 much greater won-
der that the Whigs were not quite
deftroy’d, than thatthey had agreat
while the worft on’t, being exclud-
¢d from all Favor at Court, and
“doomd to Hell by the Church, asif
Heaven and Earth had combin’d a-
gainft them. Under color of keep-
mg them under Hatches, a great part
of the Proteftants were difarm’d,
turn'd our of their Pofts in Corpora-
tions, debarr’d from all Offices of

Profit or Honor, fianding Forces kept -
on foot, and, not to be too particu-"
lar, there was nothing {o Arbitrary

or Illegal which was not ‘encourag’
by the Tories againft the Whigs,
tho’ they might be fure.to fuffer b

it themiclves (as plainly they didg
at laft. The Papifts all the while
were ot only conniv’d at, fecretly
carct, and allow’d to be very Loy-
21 Subjells, but alfo publicly tole-
rated and ‘admitted againft Law into
‘Civiland Military Imployments. But
no Engin ferv’d half fo well as the
deluded or ambitious Churchmen to
inflame thefe differences, and to vccln-
: er

-



(36)
der that Party odious which th:y
. took for Enemies to themf{elves aad
~the King : for the Clergy can make
a fudden. and univerfal infinuation of
whatever they pleafe, by reafon of
their fubordinate degrees, and their
being pofted more commodioufly than
any Army, ane at leaft in every Pa-
rifh all aver the Kingdom. ‘Fhey
publifb’d therefore and infus’d every
where the orders of .the Caurt, they
were very bufie, and had no fmall
influence in Ele€tions for Members of
Parlament, They Preacl’d not on-
ly Paflive-Obedience and Non-Refift-
ance, bur reoommended and approvs
’d all the King’s illegal proceedings -
- in taking away the Charters or Free~
doms of Towns ; making of unqua-
lif’d Sherifs, and packing of Juries
to deprive ‘Men of their hives under
forms of Law ; impofing Arbitrary
and Exorbitant Fines on fuch Per{ons
as did but complain- or modeitly afe
fert aur Rights; the frequent Pro.
roguing and Diffolving ot Parlaments,
without giving them time or oppor-
tunity toconfider the good of the Na-
tion: and, as if all this and a great
‘ D3 deal
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deal befides were not enoutgh they
“ridicaPd the horrid Plots of the Pa-
fiﬁs againft their own Religion, and
abor’d to faften them on their Pro-
teftant Brethren. Such as thefe were
the Men who then appropriated to
themfelves the name of the Church
of England, but were really the fcan-
dal and betrayers of it, mercenary
Drudges of the Court, and the bubl'd
Tools of Popery. But to their eter-
nal Honor, moft of thofe who were
eminent for their Learning, Birth, or
good Senfe, continu’d ftedfaft to the
true Intereft of the Proteftant Religi-
on, and our excellent Government.
Tho the Confpirators and Defertors
made a mighty noife, yet their num-
ber was contemptible in Comparifon
of the honeft Churchmen, who were
not to be frighted or cofen’d out of
their Duty. - Indeed moderat Men
were difincourag’d at that time ; but
they bore it patiently, as became their
- Chara&ter. - ‘They wereall both Cler-
gy and Laymen made to pafs for
Whigs, and the Whigsto beall Pres-
bl})lterians; yet much the greateft and
ableft part of thofe calPd Whigs then(i
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and at this fprcfent time, are fincere
- Members of the Church of Exgland :

but fom will admit none tobe atrue
Churchman, who is for allowing a-,
ny Liberty of Confcience to others;
and if they mean the Church of Rome.
while they pretend the Church of
England, theyare certainly in theright.
In Irelend, where they had no mea-
fures to obferve in King Fames's time,
the Papifts .exclaim’d againft High-
‘Churchmen, Low-Churchmen, and
all Proteftants premifcuoufly, as a
pack of difloyal Whigs; which, one
would think, fhou’d perfwade them
now tq a firiter union, or, at leaft,
to forbear all contumelious djftin&ti-
ons. We may perceive what numy,
bers were gain’d, and whatadvances
were made to arbitrary Power in
the late Reigns, by the Addrefles and

Abhorrences  then prefented from all
" parts -of England, fom thanking the
King for diflolving a Parlament, o-
thers that he condefcended to let any.
‘meet, and many incouraging him to
fummon nopeat all. . There wanged
not fuch as maintain’d the natural and
divine right of Arbitrary powerit flf
- D4 ag
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as well as of Kingfhip, witnefs the -

‘Publication of Filmer’s Patriarcha ;and
thofe thouig1 t themfelves very modeft
who (with Doltor Brady) made us

l'e%al Slaves, affirming that we loft-
al

Title to Liberty or Property by
the Conqueft of William the Norman,
and that any thing poffeft by Eng/ifb-
men fince was from the favor of our
Kings, which they might recall at
their pleafure. In fuch perillous
times ’tis o wonder if feveral no-
ble and worthy Patriots loft their
lives by privat Affaffinations, cap-
tious quirks of Law, falfe and perju-
r’d Evidence; nor was any method
thought “too difhoneft or barbarous
- to ‘reach thofe who wou’d otherwife
be rubs in the way of their defigns.
Notwithftanding all thefeDifcourage-
ments, that Party who efpous’d the
defence of Liberty and Property main-~

tain’d themfelves againft the craft

. and power of Lewd and Arbitrary
Kings, againft a flattering Clergy, a
oftitute Miniftry, a corrupt tet of
Judges, 2 mercemary Army, and Ju-
ftices purpofely chofen to opprefs
them. There are great complaints
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now of ‘the Immortality of the Nati-
. on, and I wifh there were not fuch.
juft reafons for it: but with all our

failings it can fcarce be paralel’d in

Hiftory, that any People under tlie
- like - Citrcumftances preferv’d.: their

Liberty. ~This may well .be allow’d
“for a ‘miracle, the” I muft reckonit

a greater that any remains of thefe

Animofities fhowd - difturb us -under

the prefent King; who is no way. in-

g’d in the treacherous defigns of
his  Predeceffors ; but on the cantraty
came gereroufly eo refcue us fromPo-
pery and Slavery, ard to fecure us
forever hereafter from thofe worft of
Plagues. Yet there’s but too much

of thefe ill humors. fHirring among us

ftill. -~ Divifions ought carefully to be
aveided in all good Governments, and
a King can never leflen himfelf more

than by heading of a Party; ‘for ther-

by he becoms only the ‘King of a

Pa&ion, and ceafes tobe the common

Father of his People. If hd’s vifibly

pertial tp one Parey, and -confers on

them only all Places of Honor and

Profit; ke maturally makesthe other
Party hate him,who, - findirg, them-

e ‘ felves

.
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felves unjuftly excluded from Con-
fidence and Preferment, will be in-

ceflantly laboring to deftroy him as.

their Enemy and Oppreffor. The
Matter is ftill worfe if inftead of Go-
verning: his whole Kingdom, he’s

‘altually Govern’d himfel l?' aParty;
i

for they care not in what difhonora-
ble, difficult, or defperat attemts they
involve him, to gratifie their revenge
on the other fide, whom they fail
not to reprefent as Enemies to his
Perfon, or Dangerous to his Govern.
ment, and they are fure to be treated
accordingly, = But the worft of all
is, when he not only chufes to Go-
vern bya Party, but is given to change

fides as he finds it make for his turn,,

or as either of them happens to out-
bid the other in executing his pro-
jelts, or complying with his defires.
Then all the Adminiftration grows
unfteddy, Councils uncertain, no U-
nion at home, lefs Credit abroad, and
a general flacknefs in Execution ; no
body knowing what Party to pleafe,
or how to att with fecurity, fince
what is allow’d by thofe in prefent
power, may for no other reafon be
‘ difap-

— -
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difaprov’d by the others when it coms
to their turn to be the. Favorits,
And fuch Revolutions are quickly
- made : for as foon as one Party loofes
their Credit with the Nation, or re-
fufes to grant any of the Princesde-
mands thqQ’ never fo unfeafonable,
they are turn’d off without farther
Ceremony, and their mortal Foes ad-
vanc’d into the Sadle. If a Man
were- fo indifferent or hard-hearted
as to fport with our Calamitys, it
were no unpleafant entertainment to
confider what miferable handles are
- taken fomtimes when thedifgrace of
a Party is refolv’d. The Knavery,

for inftance, or Mifcarriage of fom
few is: heavily charg’d on all thofe

ofthe fame denomination,and nothing
lefs can do than wholly to change

hands for the oppofit Faftion; juft.

as if there were no wifer or honefter

"Men among the Whigs, than
thofe who were lately turn’d. out,

But as_his prefent Majefty -dos not

~govern by fuch Arts, fo thefe are
not produc’d for -an Example ; nor

is there any fear of his .imploying

Tories on this account. As no m;rl-

: b
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tal, tho’ incomparable for virtue, or.
in never fo exalted a ftation, is fe-
cure from the cenfures of Jealous,
Weak, and Malitious Perfons; fo we
muft not diffemble that even King
William was calumniated by many
to affelt this method of governing
by Parties,that is in PlainExglifb of go-
verning by Tricks. The unhappy ac-
cidents that gave occafion to this fur--
mife are very -accountable: and I
queftion not fo to vindicat his Ma-
jefty from fuch an unjuft Imputati-
on, that he muft ftand clear of it in
the minds of all his'loving Subjes.
Purfuant to his Heroic and God:like
defign, he refolvid on. his firft com-
ing here to abolith our infamous di-
ftinétions both in Church and State,
and intended to receive the good Men
of all Parties into equal Favor, Pro..
teClion, and Truft : not that he de-
fign’d to Imploy any who continuw’d
fhll a Tory ; that is, who retain’d-
his old notions of Paffive Obedience,
unlimited Prerogative, the divine
rizht of Monarchy, or who was a-
verfe to Liberty of Confcience. But
thinking that, according to their own

: ) declar’d




o Gasy o
declar’d Refolutions, they hadquitted
fuch wicked Principles as had lately
endanger’d their Ruin, he elevated
feveral of them to the moft eminent
Pofts in the Kingdom. Nor was he too
hafty,in trufting them,confidering that
in the latter end of King Yamess
Reign they openly acknowledgd
their {hame forbeing made fuch tools
to his Brotherand him, pretended a
world of forrow for contributing fo
much to our pat and prefent mis-
fortunes, and expreft hearty refolu-
tions of future amendment. " And, in
effet, all differences feem’d to be
forgot when the Prince of Orange
landed. But alas! the Tories quick-
1y return’dto theirVomit, they fierce-
ly oppos’d the making him King,
~would have himat moft but a Regent
accountable to his Father-in-Law,
whom they pofitively refus’d toab-
jure, us'd -their utmoft endeavors to
teftore the Latter, affirming him fill
to be the rightful King, and allow’d
the former to be only a King de facto.
Notwithftanding  this ungenerous
Treatment , King Willem, al faid
before, admarted feveral of them in-
to
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to his Councils and Miniftry, with<
out gaining the Party to his Intereft;
they appear’d difpleas’d with his
ood Fortune, rejoic’d whenever
‘they heard of his ill Succefs, and fom
of them dayly betray’d him by means
~of thofe very truftshe had plac’d in
. their hands. The frequent difcovery of
their Plots,Correfpondence,and Trea-
cheries, witha univerfal feries of de-
ﬁgn’d mifmanagementsin every Part
ofthe Goverment,open’d the Eysofall
whowere unalterable friendsto their -
Country; and they made the K. {o fen-
fible of his own and the Nationsmoft
dangerous Condition, that he betook
himfelf to the only proper remedy of
faving both, which was by placing
the Adminiftrationin the Hands of
Perfons thathad opposd the late Ufur-
pations, help’d to advance himfelf
. to the Throne, and were all their
Lives the profefs’d Enemies of Pope- -
ry and Frame. Yet (according to
that merciful difpofition which is na-
tural to him) he laid afide the Torys,
fom fo Privatly, fom fo gently,
and others with fo much feeming
Reluctancy, that many of the warm
' Whigs
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Whigs exceeded the Bounds of De: -
cency on that account; they Swore
that all Kings were alike, that
the Fault lay in the Office and not
in the Perfons, thatevery one of them
lov’d Arbitrary Power and Confe-
uently Men of Arbitrary Principles,
 that they had only chang’d the Huntf{-
man but- that the Hounds were to be
ftill the fame :and that they hop’d for
little benefit from having the Whigs
prefer’d, believing that either they
muft do fuch things as were only fit
for Torys, orthat they muft be foon
turn’d out as a parcel of ft.bborn ,
opinionative, and uncourtly Fellows,
who were ftrangers to the Art of
pleafing Kings, Cheating the People,
and inriching themfelves. However
they werequickly cur’d of their Mi-
- ftake, the King fell in heartily
with the Public Intereft, his new
Minifters ferv’d him faithfully for a
confiderable Time, and all our Affairs
took a better Face bothat Homeand
Abroad, by Land and Sea. But fee
the Inftability of human Councils
. fom of thofe furly Whigsgrew by de-
grees the moft pliant Gentlemen ima-

ginable
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ginable, they cou’d think no revenue
too great forthe King nor would fuf-
fer his Prerogative to be leflen’d,they
were on frivolous pretences for keep-
ing up a Standing Army to our fur-

ther Periland Charge, they filld all = -

- Places in their difpofal with their
.own Creatures, combin’d together
for their common Impunity, whoever
found fault with their Condu&t they
revrefented him as an Enemy to the
Goverment, and even oppos’d the
beft of Laws, left the Torys, as they
faid, fhou’d partake of the Benefit.
Surely thefe- Gentlemen, if it were
in their Power, wow’d not fuffer the
“Sunto fhine on any but themfelves
and their Faltion. But as this Lan-
guage, this Partiality, this Condu&,
‘were diretly contrary to the Princi-
ples and Practices of the Whigs (and
the Torys themfelves will doJufticeto
the old Whigs) fothefe Apoftats were
abandon’d by their former Friends,
and left to the fupport of their own
Intereft,which appear’d to be fo very
little with any Party that the King

did wifely cafhier them. Indeed fom

People who were well enough pleas’d
o : with
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with this piece of Juftice, are yetfo
weak as to fear left he fhou’d now
eftablith a Tory Miniftry ; but this
is in good earneft to think him
Wweaker than themfelves, fincehe has
already experienc’d both the Incon-
fiftency of a Tory Admipiftration
with the Genius of the Kingdom, and
their irreconcilable hatred of hisown
Perfon. . *Tis manifeft by all his fteps
that he lovesnot to govern by Partys,
but rather when his Minifters form
themfelves into Partys, he’l have no-
thing to do with them any longer.
But what need they be afraid; for
fuppofing the worft (thoI am cenfi-
dent the fuppofition isabfurd ) what
can he gain by taking inthe Torys,
whofe Intereft can hold no balance
with that of the Liberty and Proper-
ty Men ? He may foon be reduc’d to
.the fame ftraights and unéafinefs,
asin the firft four years of his Reign,
and be oblig’d to hear the fame un-
grateful clamors again: or fuppofe
yet farther, that the Torys ( from a
. fenfe of the violence of their Na-
ture, and the {malnefs of their num-
ber ). fhouw’d attemt to govern by
' E force-

/
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force, asthey did in the late Reigns;
then let them remember that they
have to do with Whigs, Men that
will peither be frighted nor flatter’d
out of their Liberties ; Men that will
adhere to their principlesin {pight of -
‘Difcountenance,Prifons,Exile, or Pro-
fcriptions ; and Men, in fhort, that
may be cheated twice, but will make
fure work the third time.. They
“have fom Fools and Knaves among
them, as all great Bodies muft needs
“have, when there wasa §udas among
-twelve Apoftles : but nine partsin ten
of the Kingdom are certainly in the
fcale of Liberty. Now to leave fup-
pofitions, ’tis notorioufly known that
they were the Whigs themf{elves who
- bore hardeft on fom of the late Mini=
ftry , that they were Whigs who
- wrote all the Books againft ftanding
*Armys, or for making the Fleet and
Miilitia ufeful ; and that no Tory
cou’d openly oppofe the Court but
- on a Whiggifh bottom, leaving the
- honor of - their fecret: Confpira-
~-¢les to their own Principles.- But as
-1 bavemade it plin that King Wil = .
" liam has never yet degraded himfelf
e - to
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t0 becom the Head of any Par-
ty : fo Idare engage he’ll never do
it the reft of his time, whichI
pray God may be long and pro{];lea
rous. Next to our Prefervation, his
chiefeft Care will be to bring us all
into the fame Intereft, which is the
only thing that can heal our Divifi-
ons. The mifchiefs proceeding from
the difference of Partys are too much
felt not.to be known, and I fhall
have occafion in this Treatife to
- mention the worft of them: but
there’s one particularly which is not
fo eafily perceiv’d, yet has as per-
nicious effects as any of the reft;
and it is that a world of People
change their Principles or aét in
contradition to them, while at the
fame time they go under their old
denomination, whereby the fimpleft,
and therefore the greateft part of their
friends, are frequently cheated. For
fuch a perfon having bin all his Life
reputed a Whig ( for example) and
ftill calling himfelt to, they continue
their goodg opinion of him tho he is.
the moft corrupt Man a live, and s
~ purchafing Wealth or Honor at the

o E 2 price
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price of thofe Libertics which they
intrufted him to preferve. Nay tho
fomtimes with their own cyes they
fce him do what they wou’d ap-
provein no other, and cannot de-
fend in him,yet they areapt to imagiri
that he fteps outof the common road
with fom honeft defign; and fo he
is fupported by thecredit of that Par-
‘ty which he s difcrediting or deftroy-
ing all the while. I need not bring
examples of what we behold every
day. ©n the contrary, if one who
was a Tory in the late Reigns afferts
our common Rights with all the
Reafon and Vigor that may be;
yet they’ll never believe him fincere,
and will often oppofe their ‘own In-
tereft becaufe promoted by one, who
‘they cannot be perfwaded, intends
them anygood. Thus they run head-
long into two extremes, as ifnoMan
once in the right cou’d ever be after-
~wards in the Wrong, orno Manonce
inthe Wrong cou’d ever com to be

again in the Right. The former of -

“thefe Opinions is as foolifh asthelat-

“ter is uncharitable. But there’s one

evident Inference to be drawn from
~ S thofe
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thofe people’s miftakes, that we sy
be often deceiv’d in Men, but never in
Principles.  Men may go backwards
and forwards, but Principles are e-
ternally the fame; wherfore the
A&ions of a Man, and not his Pro-
feffion, are the beft demonftration
of his Principles. The warmeft op-
pofers of Prerogative in the threelaft
Parlaments of Charles the II. were

either Cavaliers, or the Children of
fuch; and the Liberties of England
are nota little beholding in this Reign
to Torys, I mean to perfons fo ¢-
fteem’d, or who perhaps were in re-
ality fuch before they had better. in-
formation. But fhou'd it be demanded
if Iwou’d have no diftinction made
between Whigsand Torys, it I wou’d
have them both indifferently taken
into the Miniftry, orchofen to Far-
lament ? I anfwer, inthe firft place,
that thofe, who, outof privatdefigns
or particular Quarrels, combine toge-
ther, and enroll themfelves into fuch
Fattions, ought to be excluded out
of all places on all hands. But I
anfwer fecondly, that underftanding

Whigs and Torys as I have ftated
' o -~ E3 thole
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thofe Names in the former part of

this Chapter, there can be no ba-

lancing in prefering a Whig to a

Tory ; that is, a free Goverment to
Arbitrary Power, the Proteftant Re-
ligion to Popery, England to France,
and,if I may add one thing more,
King William to King FJames. But
then it muft be remember’d that no
great heed is to be given to names
~or times ; for the beft way of
difcovering the true Whigs is by
their altions. Yet one Obfervation
. ought to be made, and it is, that as
the apoftat Whigs of our time de-
ferve to be mark’d with Infamy ; fo
the leading Torys who formerly dipt
their hands in the Blood of their fel-
low Citizens, or who were the prin-
cipal Agents and Inftruments of the
Court, ought in my opinion to be

excludedout of all Truft. Every bod
wou’d juftly wonder to fee thofe
Judges now on the Bench, who then
declar’d for the King’s Will againft
our Laws, and implicitly ferv’d all
his purpofes of Impoverifhing, Infla-
ving,or Murdering his Subjelts. But
wou’d it not be as great wonder’ ftg
. . ec
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fee any of King Charles’s French Pen-
fionors, or of King Fames’s evil Coun-
fillers, reftor’d to Favor or Preferment
.in the prefent Government, which
was fet up not only to reform the
diforders introducd by thofe per-
fons, but alfo to prevent the like
for the time to com. But as there
is no danger of fuch a faral error,
fo this is fpoken only for Caution.
Thus I have given an account how -
the Nation was divided in their Po--
litics, and how both the Parties have
bin pla’d one againft another, the
better to fubdue or deftroy them.
It will have this ufe for the future,
that as oft as the like courfc is taken,
we may guefs what is meant by it, -
and confequently be prepar’d for our
Defence : for, asthe Proverb fays,
forewarn'd forearm’d,

E 4 CHAP.
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CHAP IV.
The Art of Governing by Parties

in Parlament.

H E Great Council, or Supreme
Legiflative Power of England

is call’d the Parlament; and as it
is by the Wifdom and Virtue of this
Aflembly that all our Rights are pre-
ferv’d, afferted, or enlarg’d ; fo it
is a known Maxim, that we can ne-
ver be deftroy’d but by a Parlament.
Such Princes therfore as aim’d at Def-
potic Power, left no ftone unturn’d
to get one to their mind, knowing
this to be the certain means of pul-
ling down our Conftitution at once:
for the people have fuch a venerati-
on for the San&ions of their Parla-
ments, and are fo fenfible of the Pro-
o tection
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te@tion they have always receiv’d
from them, that they think it almoft
impoffible they fhowd miftake their
true Intereft, much lefs be Guilty of
fuch Ingratitude and Treachery,
as to join inany bafe defigns againft
. thofe who honor’d them with being
- their Reprefentatives. My bulinefs
at prefent is not to fhew what pro-
grefs fom of our Kings before Flenry
VII. made towards the gaining of
Parlaments to favor their Tyrannical
Projelts, partly by perfonal Services,
orby the Tenures immediatly held
of themfelves; and partly by the
dependencies or retainers of fuch
Lords as feconded their Intentions.
But Charles 1L being ftill of a piece
with himfelf, had very nigh ac-
plih’d by Partys, Places, and,
Penfions, what all the {light or force
of his Predeceflors coud never cona-
pas. The fame Religious and Po-
litic Falions by which he divided
not only the whole Kingdom, but
even privat Converfationand Fami-
lies, reign'd moft of all in Parlament.
The Zealous Church-men wow'di ﬁnolc{
- ic
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Rick at granting him any thing (tho
never {0 deftruttive to the Proteftant
Religion) on condition herigoroufly
executed the penal Lawsagainft Dii-
fenters ; and the Torys were always
ready to make him a Sacrifice of the
public Liberty, if hewouwd but affift
them to plague or fupprefs the Whigs:
and we may charitably fuppofe that
the Diflenters and nggs werce not
behind hand with their Enemics as
often as they had opportunity,which
was very feldom. Itcame at length
to that pafs, that whatever Bill was
brought into the Houfe by one Par-
ty, was for that only reafon fiercely
oppos’d by the other, withoutever -
entring into the Merits or Confe-
quence of it; {o that the belt Laws
were got or loft accordingas they hap-
jpen’d to be mov’d or oppos’d by the
itronger fide. Butleft his Partizans
flaow’d grow lukewarm or changeable,
he fortfy’d them in their Principles
by the addition of all the places in
his difpofal ; and when he had no
more left to beftow,he brib’d asman
as hecou’d of the reft by fecret Penﬁ)-,
ons
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ons. 'The Foolsor Knaves of Eftates

ufuallf din’d with-the Chief Mini-
fters and Favorites: while Tables
were kept for the poorer fort at
White-hall, in Weftminfter, and ther-
abouts, that they might be always
ready within call. They puné&tually
knew their pay-day, anda great Of-
ficer faid, that they came about
him like fo many Jackdaws for-
Cheefe, atthe end of every Seffion.
All thefe joyn’d together like an
impenetrable Phalanx, and Vo.
ted, fays one, as lumpingly in the
Houfe of Commons, as the Lawn-
Sleeves did in the Houfe of Lords.
They never differd about their O-
pinions in the Houfe, notwithftand-
ing that many of thetmn were thortal
Enemies, and of quite contrary Senti-
ments abroad. Itwere endlefsto enu-
merat the mifchiefs occafion’d by thofe
hirelings,moft of theim are remember’d
by every body,many of theirfad effects
are flill felt, and they areall the pro-
per fubje& of a Hiftorian ; yet one
thing I muft not forget in this place,
that they conflantly over-look’d or oc-
' ~ cafon-
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cafion’d all the ill husbandry ofthe Go-
vernment, that they might have their
fhare in its Bribery and Profufenefs.
But the greateft corruption introdu’d
in that Reign were the Expencesof
Candidats at Elettions. The Cour-
tiers fupplid their want of merit
with prefentsand good fellowfhip,and
the charges of the Penfioners were
defray’d by the King : which oblig’d
the honeft and fober Gentlemen to
treat likewife in their own defence, .
left the Nation ' fhould be intirely
drunk and bought out of their Li-
berties. Excepting therfore fuch Per-
fons as are under thislaflt neceflity,I
doubt not but all thofe who buy their
Elettions fell their Votes ; and, tho
I have no great opinion of their vir-
tue in other things, yet I belive in
this refpe&t they obferve the firft
precept of Morality, to do nothing to
others but what they woud have
don to themfelves. Thus the Men,
who ought to reform our Manners,
make not only Lewdnefs, Drunkej-
nefs, Bribery, and Prodigality habi-
tual all over the Kingdom ; but raife
a fort of Civil War, creating quar-

' \ rels
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rels and perpetual animofities in all
Countys and Corporations : and the
‘Worthy’ft Perfons commonly decline
to ftand for fear of being oblig’d to
abhorr’d Intemperance, or to ruin
their Eftates. King Fames the Firft
was fo overjoy’d to hear of his great
Power when %e came into England,
‘that he cow’d not forbear exclaiming,
Do I mak the Fidges, Do I mak the
Bufhops ? Than, Godifwaans, DIs mak
ony thing that pleefes me to be Law and
Gofpel. But his Grandfon difcover’d.
Likewife the fecret of making what
_ Parlament he pleas’d, and fo confe-
quently of fetting up what Govern-
‘ment he pleas’d : nor cou’d he have
fail’d of thro fuccefs, had it not bin
for the vaft fums'he fquandred away
on Tiis Whores and “other -Pleafures.
-T'wifh there was no reafon to com-
plain “of fuch vitious praltices about
- Ele€tions now ; butdaily Experience
as well as the frequent Laws ena@-
" ‘ed to regulat fuch’ abufes, ‘will not
let us doubt of the fa®. It was a
“main point gain’d to a Party, if the
- Sherrif) of a -County, or Major of
.+ a Town-was ene of their numbetg':

o , or
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for if their Man had mifcarry’d, right
or wrong he made a double return,
and fo the matter was referr’d to the
Committee of Ele&tions, where Vifo-
ry was intail’d pot on the l:lluﬁice of
the Caufe, but the ftrength of the
Party.”Tisa fhame to confider thefcan-
dalous partiality which is ftill us’'d in
fuch Cafes, and how frankly fomde-
clare their refolutions before they hear
a word of the debate, which makes
it a common faying in all Mens
mouths, that 4 Committee of Elections
is a Committee of Affections : nor is it
paft the memoary of Man fince a cer-
tain Perfon {wore he wouw'd Petition,
tho’ he had but 20 votes to'a 100,
becaufe ‘he was fure his Party wou’d
bring himin. On hearing fomgimes
from theMembers how Debates were
‘manag’d in the Houfe, I cou’d net
forbear thinking that I was reading
an Epic Poem, whare in the relation
- of fom memorahle Battle, a particu-
lar account is given of the feveral
Nations ingag’d on-cach fide, their
Leaders, their Numbers, and man-
ner of Fighting.:. juit fo for all the
World did -they .talk .of. BenGoners,
: Officers,
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Officers, and Tories on this fide ; of
Republicans, Whigs, and Diflenters
on the other.. Honors, Preferments,
Dependance, or Expeltations, were
the privat Motives of moft, the In-
tereft of their Party was profeft by
all, and the good of the public mind-
-ed by noneora very few. But, what
-makes the Military allufion {till more
appofit, I-was likewife told of a fly-
ing Squadron that hover’d about both
Armies, and that turn’d the fortune
of the day as they were difpos’d to
join the one fide or the other. So
much of this temper is ftill remain-
ing (as habitual difpofitions cannot
-be chang’d of a fudden) that you
-may know the f{everal Partys (they
fay) by their very feats in the Houfe

: ofy Commons, where they have their
- peculiar fidesand corners. Thetrue
- Patriots in moft public Aflemblies
(the Men above fears, hopes, or dif-
fimulation) have bin ever fo, few,
that, without taking advantage of the
- defigns or refentments of others, they
cou'd never carryanything. When
they oppofe the Court (for example)
they are join’d firft by thofe who ghink
. ' them-
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think themfelves no lels deferving of
qualify’d than fuch as are already
in Imployments, which makes them
peevifh and refty till (according to
the modifh Phrafe) they are taken
off : and fecondly,they are afiifted by
- the real Enemies of the Government,
who feek not to mend but to des
ftroy it, which makes them often do
great fervice to the Kingdom only
that they may create a little vexati-
on to tiw King. They are fure of
the «evrtiers inall Bills for fupplys,
or granting of Mony for any pur-
pole, ‘becaufe that paifiag thro their
~ ewn hands, chey know a large fhare
of it muit ftick to their fingers ; and
thev fide with themin preferving the
preieat Covernment, becaufe they
flatter themfelves with being always
the prefent Miritters..  Many of the
beit Laws are procur’d: after this
manncr, or by the bargains they make
interchangably to jon for fucha Bill
defir’d by one fide, on Condition of
gratifying the other in' one as good.
But then how many excellent Laws
pafs with much difficulty, or are
quite Jaid afide, purely. for being
L ' - mov'd
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mov’d by one of the Parties ? was
not the very reforming our Coin op-
pos’d by a Party ? dos not the Bill
- for making the Militia ufeful ftill
depend, by reafon of the clathing of
Parties? are not Parties the occafion
that mifmanagements are not inquir'd
into, that the Criminalsof their num-
ber drenot punifht; that a naturali-
zation dare {carce be nam’d in the
Houfe, dnd that the King knows not
6n what or whom to depend ? But
not to lanch into the boundlefs O-
cean of mifchiefs proceeding from Par-
ties in Parlament, dos not every bo-
dy pretend to guefs at the reafon
why the Selfdenying Bill is o often
talke of, and as often dropt ev’r
Seffions ? This Bill makes all thofe
incapable to fit in Parlament, who
hold any Office during the pleafure
of the Court,; becaufe fuch Men de-
pend on the King more than is con-
iftent with the freedom of a Parla-
ment Man: and if any of them be
proof againft this temtation (asIam
fure there are Men of that virtue) yet
ftill it makes them more fufpetted
than well agrees with Ftheir own quiet
or
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or reputation. And tismatter of fact
that the, Gentlemen injoying thofe
Preferments do generally vote toge-
ther on all occafions, which few will
believe to procced from accident, or
any Sympathy in Nature, tho’ cers
‘tain occult qualities may havea great
influence on their Judgments. Why
Auch a Bill is opposd by the Officers
themfelves, needs no explanation ; but
fom will tell you that the other
Party prefs this Bill till thofe Men
are like to be ejeted, and that then
they let it drop out of hopes to ftep
into their places. However the Re-
prefentatives may act, the fenfe of the
Nation is for the Bill. But Ithink
there is an obvious expedient with-
out going to.extremes ; for ’tis very
poffible that the fame perfon may
keep his Seat in Parlament and have
any place to boot, yet be an Inde-
pendent and honeft Man ; for let thofe
Preferments be but conferr’d for
life, and the difpute is immediatly
at an end. But eitheir the Bill or
“this expedient muft be had ; the Na-
tion will never be fatisfy’d without
the one or the other; and what the
- : honeft
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honeft men in the Houfe cannot ob-
tain at once, they will procure by de-
grees: witnefs laft Seffions the exclu-
fion of thofe concern’d in manag-
- ing the Excife, a claufe in an a& fom
years before which incapacitated o-
thers, and its believd at their next
meeting they’ll get rid of the Com-
miflioners of the Cuftoms. I will not
infift on the fplitting or dividing of
Offices among feveral Perfons, which
us'd to be executed by fewer ; nor
mention fuch ufelefs Imployments as
rather look like Penfions than Prefer-
ments. But T muft own that more
than once I heard fom of the Men
in places complain, that, tho they
received no Commands from Court;
yet they did not find themfelves free
Agerits, left they fhould lofe what
was their whole Tubfiftance,. or that
coft them confiderable fums’; and for
this laft reafon many Gentlemenare
not willing to get fuch places for
their Sons, tho otherwife it be their
carneft defire to breed them in bu-
finefs. We know by the Event that
the two laft Kings made Patents void,
and beftow’d places (gs they fell) du-_

2 ring
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ring pleafure for promoting their po-
pith and arbitrary defignss which is
fo inconfiftent with .King Williams
a&ual delivering us from Slavery, and
his folemn Ingagements to defend our
Liberty againft all future attemts, that
1o honeit Man can think he ever did
it for the fame or the like ends:
wherfore by reafon Matters were ex-
tremely unfetl’d at the beginairg,
and that being a ftranger to Mens
Characters and Perfons, he might re-
ward or intruft enemies in(tead of
triends, he follow’d {uch meafures
as were contrary to no Law, and left
him room to rctifie miftakes § but
now after 12 years Reign in England,
“tis time to take another courfe, more
Lonorable for himfelf and acceptable
to his People, Upon the whole, as
things have been manag’d, s grown
fuch a matzer of fufpition to have a
plage, that a man is counted difho-
neft for no other reafon in the world,
which brings an unfpeakable obftruci-
on to public affairs.. And when a
-Hcufe of Commons thus abounds
with Officers, the people will be apt
to ask fuch queftions as one of ’gm

‘ id
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did fom . time ago in the moft pub-
lic manner: as, * whether a Parlament
fill'd with Delinquents will ever call
themfelves to an account, or what
account wou'd be given if they (kould?
Whether an aflembly of public Rob-
bers will fentence one another to be
punifh’d or to make reftitution ? whe-
ther it is poffible thofe Gricvances
can be redreft, which are committed
by perfons from whom there is no
higher power to appeal ? whether
there is any hope of Juliice, where
the Malefattors are the Judges? whe-
ther his Mujelty can be rightly in-
form'd in affairs relating to himfelf
or the public, when they are repre-
fented to him only by fuch perfons
who defign to abufc him ? whether -
the public accounts will be faichful-
ly infpeCted by thofe, who imbezzle
.our Money to their own ufe ? whe-
ther the King’s Prerogative.can be
lawfully maintain’d by fuch, who on-
ly pervert it to their own finifterends’

e

* Danger of mercenary Parlaments.

F3 and
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and purpofes 2 whether a Parlament
can be a true Ballance, where all the
weight lies only in one {cale? or whe-
ther a Houfe of Commons can vote
freely, who are either prepoffeft with
the hopes and promifes of injoying
places, or the flavith fears of lofing
them ? So much for places. The next
thing is how to “prevent the growth
of privat Penfioners. That formerly
there exilted fuch- fpecies of mon-
ftrous Animals no body doubts ; and
tho I know of none among us now,
yet they may poflibly infet ushere-
after, and that with the greater ha-
zard, becaufe they are of thatkind
of venemous Creatures which com-
monly fting undifcern’d : for (like
Cameleons they never appear in their
natural colors, but are diftinguithein
the mifchief they do by certain Cir-
cumftances ‘and Symtoms which are
very convincing, tho they do not al-
ways amount to the evidence of
proofs. But as for the way to pre-
‘vent their propagating among us, my
~opinion in fhort s, that no remedy
can be {0 proper as amzual Parlaments :
for it will not be worth any Kings
oL o oL P while
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while to bribe fo many Perfons (and .

they muft aiways bea great numbe)

that: fhall be -able to gain him any

point againlt the Judgment or. in-

tereft of the Kingdom 3 fince they are

to return {o quickly to give an acs

count- of their fidelicy, under.the pe-

nalty of fhame (a5 fom body expref

fes it) and to bave zio further - wuft,
Befides that fuch payments mufy com
{o thick, that the Prince will oc on-
only be quickly weary of the charge

and’ change, but hikewife be witerly
difabl’d from anfwering vheir Billy.

And this, for the very fame reafon,
s the fureft means of preveming Ex-
pences at Ele&ions. The Proverb
fays that men who buy deéer cannet
live by fclling cheap ; butifthey cai
not {eit at alt, chey’l aever buy, : 8om
remedys are {0 adapred by natureta
certain diftempers,that a'lochers prove
tediows, troublefom, or inefleéiual 3
and (let men beat their brams as
long as they pleaflc) m the cafesnow
mention’d anmual Parlaments are the

anly fpecific. - We have a Swatute fill

‘in force;, - That a. Pavlasont  fralt be
- baldem eu'ry year vame, and mwre often
- : Fa if



(72 .
need be 5 but, as the Duke of Bucs
kingham faid, Statutes are not like
Women, for they are not one jot the
worfe for being old. The long dif=

ufe of this Law is no  argument a-
- gainft it, no more than a Man canbe
juftify’d in his Knavery, becaufe ’tis
a long time fince he washoneft. The
revival of it makes a fort of Rotation
among the Gentlemen into this great
School of Wifdom, which a few Per-
fons fhow’d not befuffer’d to ingrofs to
themfelves. The geod Men will inall
probability be chofen again, and there
oughtto be fom fuch fpeedy method of
excluding the bad : whereas to conti-
mue the fame Perfons for feveral years,
is not only aninjury to the reft, but
the ready way to have moft of them
corrupted, and to have all of them
dwindle into Fadtions, Parties, and
privat Animofities. The a& for Tri-
enwial Parlaments is a great ftep to-
wards this matter, nor hasit want-
ed itsgood effets. Whatever abufes
remain will vanith after the firlt year
they becom arnual ; and ’ds.’the
fault of our Reprefentatives if we do
not fpeedily obtain this Bleffing, fgr
o - the
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the King will as eafily grant the one
#s he did the other. In all well re.
gulated Governments ancieut and mo-
dern, where there is a frequent alte-
ration of the Reprefentative or Legifla-
tive Powers, there are likewile cer-
tain times for electing them, and fta-
ted Intervals for their aflembling and
a&ting. The want of this feems to
be ro little imperfection in our Con-
fitution, -as the eftablifhing of f{uch
an order muft give mighty eafe to the
People, without being call’d from their
bufinefs (as formerly) by fudden or
unfeafonable fummons: and it would
begeta greater regularity and {teadi-
nefs in the: public Adminiftration of
all domeftic and foren affairs. If
any unexpelted exigences fhould re-

*‘quire their prefent help, the King

may convoke them more ofier if
need. be 3. but then it muft be evident-
ly to prevent or redrefs fuch incon-
veniences. as cannot wait their annu- -
al and fixt period, fuch as a dange-
rous Cenfpiracy, ‘a foren Invafion,
or the like : for otherwile it wou'd
only ferve to make the members wea-
ry of fruitlefs expenfive Journys, and
;o put
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put the Electors to needlefs Trouble.
A farther argument for ftated meet-
ings of Parlament, is, that if the
Houfe of Lords be a true Judicato.
1y, then ’tis abfolutely neceffary that
1t fhou’d, like all other Courts, have
its proper and fixt feafons of fitting s
for otherwife the Subje&s are de-
privid of Juftice, not being able ta
- make timely appeals, and uncertain
when to do fo, or if ever they can,
But to prevent a thing which we
know may happen, no King hereaf-
ter can hinder the Parlament from
meeting to difpatch bufinefs at the
ufual time, when the neceflity of our
affairs at home, and very critical
~ junctures abroad indifpenfably require
it: nor can the whole Nation bhe
kept in fufpence, whether the old
Parlament fhould fit, or a new one
is to be chofen, which involves all
the Gentlemen, and the mean Pea-
-ple themfelves in a great deat of trou-
ble or expence, and proves éxtraor
dinary prejudicial to their. bufinefs 5
while others are working on the ald
or the intended new Members, and
waiting the favorable time of exe.
‘ cuting
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cuting their own prejefts. But no
Government fears a new Parlament
but fuch as deferve their animad-
verfion 5 which therefore ought to
make the People the more earne(t for
their meeting.  As the Circumftan-
ces of things alter, fo what wasonce
te good purpofe eftablitht for the
benefit of “the Community, may in
pracefs of time prove to be of ve-
ry dangerous and pernicious Confe-
quence 5 thus we have Buroughs
which were formerly rich and popu-
lous (as Winehelfea for example) but
being now reduc’d to mean villages,
there is not ftill the fime reafon they
fhou'd injoy a priviledge of fending
members to Parlament. One place,
to wit old Sarusr, has but the bare
name of a Corperation left, and it
may be truly faid of it, that Cors
-grows now where Troy Town (food, there
remaining not as much as the ruins
of a Houfe to fhew it was ever in-
“habited 5 yet it fonds as many Repre.
fentatives to Parlament as the richeft
County in England. Stockbridge, Gat-
‘ton, Blechingly, Grimsbey, Bramsber, Dun-
wich, and many more, are of thisfort.
T That

-
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That thefe places ought not to fend
any members, and that their votes
may be bought or gain’d by the mo(t
indire® methods, every body will
confefs, but fuch asdefpair of being
eletted where there are more and
better Judges of their merit. It be-
ing granted therfore that our Re-
‘prefentation is very unequal, fom have
thought of throwing all the Buroughs
into the Countys. But not to in-
fift now on the Impratticablenefs of
this Scheme, I conceive (with De-
ference to better Judgments) that
the King may ere&t new Corporations
where Towns are grown to confidera-
ble riches and extent, as Leeds, Halli-
fax, Manchefter, Newbury, Croyden, and
others, fom of which had anciently
fent members to Parlament, and may
now be impower’d (as Newark not
long fince) to elett Reprefentatives.
The addition of thefe new membersto
the Knights of the fhire, and thofe who
ferv’d before forlargerBurroughs, will
quickly disfranchife the Places afore-
faid, or always out-vote their mems-
bers, many of which might approve
of: this- expedient, tho perhaps they

wou’d
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wou’d not think decent to appeat -
in it. Thisis, in my opinion, the
eafieft way of reducing our Re-
prefentatives to a due proporti-
on. And to fecure it permanent
. againft that common Inftability in the
Condition of places as well as Per-
fons, there needs but to reftrain this
privilege to fuch Corporations as con-
tain a certain Number of Inhabitants,
and that pay acertain Sum towards
the public charge, to be both fpeci-
fy>d in the alto that purpofe. Hen-
7y the Seventh is often {til’d the Exng-
lifh Solomon, by reafon of thofe alte-
rations he made in our Ballance 3 and
in fom fenfe he may indeed be count-
ed a new Legiflator, tho he never
intended us thofe Bleflings whichare
the effe@ts of his Laws, but purely
atted out of privat Intereft which
greatly detraéts from his perfonal
merit. But tho King William feems
to want no addition to his Glory,
having already undergon fuch infinit
hazards, and perform’d o many in-
comparable actions in vindicating and
inlarging of our Liberty ; yet asan
accumulation to his own inward fa-

tisfaction,
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tisfaction and our unequal’d happinefs;
he cou’d not do any thing more ex-
traordinary, generons, or beneficial,
than concurring to fix the annualfea-
fons of chufing and affembling our
Pair'aments, and bringing our Re-
prefentatives to fo defir’d an Equali-
ty. Hereby he might be fure to add
new vigor to our Adminiftration in
general, as he has already don to.
many fubordinat Parts of it 5 he
wou’d injoy the Honor of fettling
‘the Englifh Government, which has
beet ever hitherto in- fuch a floating
and uncertain condition, that Peo-
ple were at a lofs by what name
tocall it 3 he wou'd obf¢utre the luftre
of fortuitous or ignorant Legiflatorss
render his Perfon, while alive, the
obje& of all good mens expeCtations
or praife 3 and make his name, when
dead, univetfally admir'd, Immortal,
and adord. .

CHAP.




The Ars ‘qf Governing by Parties
on the Bench.

N all Political Socicties there are
Laws promulgat’dand eftablitht,

to' be the general Standard and Mea-
fure of every Man’s attions, and or-
daining exprefs Penalties to be infli-
- &ted on the tranfgreflors of the fame
proportionable to the nature of their
Crimes, and to deter others by their
example from committing the like
Offences. By this means the Wicke
ed are difcountenanc’d , repreit, or
extirpated ; the Innocent are noton-
ly commended and incourag’d, but
ecur’d in theinjoyment of their Pro-
perty againt all Violence or fraud ;
and the whole Community is pre-
| : ferv'd
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preferv’din Safety, Honor, and Tran<
quillity. Butas Laws without fom
Powerto put them in Execution, are
no more than Canon on a Platform
" without a Gunner : and that if Men
were left toJudge in their own Cafes,
either they might be too partial to
them{elves without fetting due Bounds
to their Paffion and Revenge, or, pro-
vided they had privat Satisfattion ,
might be too remifs in making Ex-
amples for the benefitof the Society ;
there are therefore indifferent Judges
invefted with Public Authority, to
decide all Controverfies dccording to
the Intent of the Laws, and to fee
Punifhment -executed on Offenders.
In the beft Governments, the Le-
giflativeand Executive Powers are al-
ways plac’d indifferent hands: for
otherwife the makers of the Laws,
mightintirely exemt themfelves trom
their Jurisdi€tion, or fuit them to
their own Advantage; whereas be-
coming like other Menf{ubjet to them
afloonasthey are ratify’d,and the fen-
tence of thebreach to be pronounc’d by
other perfons, they’ll take care,atleaft
for theirown fakes, that they be eal-
S culated
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culated for the common good. Thefe
public Judges are not conftituted
barely to hear the Parties, and to
read to them the Statutes relatingto
their feveral Cafes ; but alfoto inter-
pret, apply, and reconcile the Laws,
where any Controverfie dos arife a-
bout their true meaning or Extent.
Nor is there any remedy in Nature
or Art to prevent fuch doubts, tho
never fo much pains be taken in
wording them , becaufe, tho ma-
ny cafes may prove in the main to
be thefaine, yet things are fo vari'd
by Circumftances ¢ not poffible to
be all forefeen by the Legiflators )
that no two Calfes are ever found
to be altogether a like, Wherfore in
every Judicatory their is 4 difcretio-
. nary (and I may on this occafion fay
an arbitrary Power ) in the Judges
toapply the Laws to fuch different
Cafes, and to declare to the -beft of
their Skill the meaning of the Law-
makers: but fill in ufing this difcre-
tionary Power they imuft have are-
gard to natural Equity, by which
all other Laws are to be made and
interpreted. There’s Glteaﬁ ufe of t}LﬁS
. ¢ P

7
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Arbitrary Power left in the Judges
where the Laws are few, fhort, and
plain; but where they are meny,
voluminous, and iotricat, ’tis not
only a certain ﬁfn of a very unfound
Conftitution ( like a Sick-man’s ap-
partment fill’d with Glaffes and Gal-
Iypots) but there is alio mott ute of
tgli.s Arbitrary Power leftin che Judges
both in applying and. reconcting
them among them: @-cs. “lis in
mak'ng ufe of this difcretionary
power that {ud.ics vic cluefly corrup-
ted . ~which is whe hardeft to be ef<
fetiod whire they are many in pume
ber, andt not more obnoxious to the
difplezfure, oriore dependenton the
authority of one Eitate than another,
whe'e the Supreme Goverment is
log’d in feverai Orders conjointly, as
with vsof Egland in the King,Lords,
and Commons., Now King Charles,
and King James had our Judges fole«
Iy at their Devotionon a double Ac-
count : for firft, wheras before they
commeonly had their Commiffions for
Life, they granted noge but only du-
ring Pleafure, that is as long as they
pleas’d them in perverting Juftice d
v and




o - (33) o
and fecoridly, they would never af
fign any certain Fund for their Sa-
laries, which made them precarious,
and lable to the temtation of de- |
fervingfull and fpeedy payment. As
~ for the Equity of the Royal Brothers;
you may learn it from the Decrees
of their Chancellors, who were the -
Keepers of their Confcience. Their
Father before them did by the fame
arts procure fom Judges to declare,
that, without confent of Parliament,
he might in cafe of neceflity Levy
Mony on his Subjelts, and that he
was to be Judge of that Neceffity.
But as if they fear’d that thofe two
hanks were not enough, they cull’d
out for their purpofe the moft ftupid,
immoral, and illiterat, they cou’d
rake out of the Inns of Court. I
cannot fay they were all a difgrace
to the Barr, for fom of them feldom
appear’d there, but moft of them
were a Scandal to their Profefliod. .
The few honett Gentlemen they pro-
moted at any time; to gain fom coun-
tenance to the reft,. cou’d do nothing
to their minds; and, if likely tolive,
were foon laid a fide, as were all
-G 2 thofe
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- thofe whoin any cafe fhow’d the leaft:
refpe@ for the Laws, thoin other
matters they had gen never fo far.
Thus was Juftice made a mere Pro-
perty to be bought and fold, and all
Judgments given according to dire-
&ions from Court. They difcharg’d
Grand-Juries in an illegal manner,
and before the ufual time; becaufe
- they receiv’d. Prefentments againtt
Papifts, or for otherwife performing
their Duty.They fuppreft all Books a-
gainft Popery and arbitrary Power,
or that reprefented any Grievances
of the Nation. They inflited .cruel
Punifhments, and impos’d exceflive
Fices, not futed to the quality of
the Offence, or the ability of the
Perfon.  They often refus’d to ac-
cept Bail where the Law allow’d it,
or requir’d fuch exceflive Bail as a-
mounted to a refufal. They were
rather Partys on the Bench than in-
diffcrent Judges, threatning,and fcur-
riloufly abufing the Prifoners brought
before them, or fuch as appear’d on
their behalf, They made no bones
-of giving Judgment againft all the
Charters of the Kingdom. They
L : fpar’d
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“fpard -no Man’s Blood which the
King or his Minilters had a mind to
fpill, and favor’d Popery openly ;
notthatthey had fomuch cvenoferres
neous confaience leit as to ly for God,
or to do mifchicf for the zeal they
bore to any Religion : but becaufe
this was the Wiil and Pleafure of
thefe King’s whofe Crea.ures th.y
were. Now all this was purcly the
effets of the Nations being divided
into Parties : for the Tories fuprorted
thefe Judges as long as their cruel
and illegal proceedings were confin’d
to the Whigs ; not confidering that
they , who help to fet up Arbitrary
Power, bring their own Pofterity in-
to the fame miferable condition with
their ‘Enemies : nor can they be fure
that the Prince they have. grarifi’d
fhall not forget their Services, and are
without all defence againft hisTyran-
ny ifhe fhow’d. Thishappn’din’ gf-
fec to be the cafe of ourTory Frieiids,
We relited before with what Ine
gratitude they. were trcated by
King Fames, how they had recouiis
to the affiftance of the "Whigs for
their deliverance, and even "o;zt-d‘i(}
the latter in highly complainisg o
_ G 3 the
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the violation of the Laws and Li-
berties of the Kingdom ; fo true a-
guide is nature when premitted to
at freely,” and that its diftats are
not forcibly ftif’d or corrupted. Yet
was King Fames no fooner out of the
Throne, than feveral of them feem’d
~ impatient to have him recalld; but
I have Joft all Charity for thofe Men,
becaufe I cannot perfwade my felf but
that they faw Popery mulft be as cer-
tain a Confequence of hisReftoration,
as I wou’d be fure that a Man was
refolv’d to drown the Contry of Hol-
land , tho he wou’d make me believe
that heonly diflik’d the Dykes which
Ifound him laboring todeftroy. But
“to return to the Judges, tho’tisthe
bufinefs of fuch as may write the
Hiftory of thofe Reigns to enumerat
the particulars of their Villany, yet
T cannnot forbear mentioning t
Mr. Baron Weffon, at the Surry Aflizes
in Ksngfton, afterrailing in hisCharge.
againft Xuinglius, Calviz, and their
Proteftant f('ﬁlowers in this Kingdom,
They are reftlefs, faid he, amuzing us
with fears, and nothing will ferve thems
but a Parlament.  For my part 1 know
#0 other Reprefentative of the Nation
A G4 but,
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dut the Kjng. Al Power centers ix him.
Tis erue o he dos imtruff it with his
Minifters, but ke is the fole Reprefes:-
tarive : and T'fajth he has wifdom enough
to intraft it no mere with thefe Men,
who have given fuch late examples of thesr
wifdom and faithfuinefs. Thefe words
being prov’d againit him by -Gentle-
men of good Credit, were voted by a
Commitee ot the Huufe of Commons,
fcandalous to e Reformation, and
tending to the fubverGon or' the Go-
verment. King James, who lovd to
make fhorter work than his Brother,
procur’d a Sentence from them at laft
thae, as a Right beloaging > the
Crown, he had power to di{penfe
withthe Laws, and to Sufpend, Stop,
or- difable any or all of tﬁem at- his
Pleafure : Asef it were in the pover of
the Twelve Fudges, AMfwers King Wil-
Zam 1n his firlt Declaration, fo offer
wp the Laws, Rights, and Liberties of the
whole Nation to the King, to be difpos’d
of by him Arbitvarily, and ar his Plea-
Jure, andexprefly contraryto Laws enas
&ed for the ‘é,zm}yq‘ the Subjects. He
adds rhat in order ¢o the obtaining this
Zagmmt,tbe Ksng's evil Counfiliors did
before-hand examin feeretly the opim"o} .
of-
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. of the Jadges , and procur’d fuch of

them , as cow’d nor in Confisence con-
cur in [0 pernicious a Sentence, to be
turn’d ‘out ; and others to be [ubffi-
tuted in their rooms, till by the changes
which were made in the Courts of Ju-
dicature, they at laff obtain’d  that
Fudgment. 1need not fay that fom
of thofe Judges were profefs’d Pa-
pifts ; and ifg we may guefs at the
Confcience of the reft by their acti-
ons, we may withoutbreach of Cha-
rity believe that they would never
burn for the Proteftant Religion
who made nothing but Words and
Paper of all the Laws in itsfavor.
To make {uch Men the Judges of

uity and Law, was litterally com-
mitting the Sheep to the care of
Wolves : and the people had rea-
fon to fear them more, than all the
Rogues which good Judges were
made to prevent. King Fames’s
wonderful Politics were grounded on
the mean opinion he had of his Sub-
je&ts underftanding,who, he thought,
as long as they heard of the word
Law, and that he did nothing with-
out the opinion of the Judﬁes, wou'd
_ believe all to be fafe : whereas the{’i

o T muit
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muft have a worfe underftanding
than his own, who did not {ee that
this was Governing without any
Law or Reafon. Butin the pre-
fent Reign we have got an A&t of .
Parlament to continue the Judges for
their Lives quam diu bene fege[ferine |
or, as they word it in Scotland, ad vi-
tam aut culpam: and to King Wills-
. am’s eternal Honor be it remem-
ber’d, that there were not {fo many
Men of Ability, Worth, and Inte-
- grity, known to be plac’d on the
Bench atany time. Great Commen-
dations are given to Cromwell’s
Judges, and to give the Divel his
due, he deferv’d well of the Nation
in that Particular. But, except the .
good Sir Matthew Hales, they were
much inferior to moft of thofe advanc-
2d fince the late Revolution.I believe
no age cou’d parallel the two Chief
Juftices Sir Jobn Holt, and Sir George
Treby 5 but fince doing Juftice tothe
living is fomtimes unjuitly counted
flattery, Il only fay that the latter
(who I hear 1s lately Dead ) was
not only a very Polite and ac-
complifh’d Gentleman, but- wasalfp
‘acknowledg’d to be Mafter of more
uni-
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univerfal Learning than commonly
thofe of his Profeffion either can or
caretobe. Here we may remark the
King’s good difpofition when ’tis ful-
ly inhis power to oblige the Nation :
igr I have made it appear inthe for-’
going articles that our Religious ,’
Politic, and Parlamentary Divifions,
are fogenerally fpread thatitisnot in
his power todeltroy them {uddenly,
but having thismatter wholly in
his difpofal, he has remov’d all Cor-
ruption fromthe Bench. Indeed we
ftill want an A& to afcertain fom
fund for the Salary of the Judges,
and there was a Bill fince the Revo-
lution paft both Houfes of Parlament
to this purpofe: but whether it was
for being any way defective or other-
wife, that his Majefty refus’d to af-
fent to it, I cannot remember ; but
I know thereafon fatisfi’d me at that
time. And I make no doubt but he’li
confent to any good Bill of this na-
ture whenever ’tis offer’d, which
cannot be too foon confidering the
uncertainty of what may happen
after his Death ; and that every pre-
cious moment of his Life ought to
be
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be improv’d to encreafe or fecure
Felicity. We oughtto be the more
concern’d about this Point, by rea-
{on of its great importance to the pre-
fervation of our Lives and Properties, -
the Peace and Tranquility of the
Kingdom : for,asa{ Man of the late
Times has it, what French Counfils,
what Standing Forces, what Parlamen-
© tary Bribes, what National Oaths, and
all the other machinations of wicked Men
have not yet bin able to effect, may be
more compendsoufly acted by twelve Fudges
~4n Scarlet 5 or, as Sit Masthew Hales
us’d to exprefs it, by twelve Redcoats
in W eftminfter-Hall.

+ Author of the Growsh of Popery,

_ . CHAP
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CHAP VI

The Art of Governing by Partys
in the Miniftry. ;

I'A\ T length we com to the great

™\ Spring, Management, and re-
fuge of all Party-making and Fali-
ons, I mean the Minifters of State.
Under a Prince that loves to Govern

- by the Divifion of braver Citizens,

his Officers are generally cull’d out of
a Party, or at leaft for pretending to
be of one; they are tocreate Partys
where yet there are none, and to
keep the differences on foot among
thofe already made to their hands.
No EKcclefiaftic ever boafted of a-
greater change in his fpiritual Facul-
tres fince he had receiv'd the indeli-
ble Chara&er, than thefe wou’d per-
fwadc us to happen in their under-
' ‘ ftandings
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ftandings as foon asthey are admit-
ted into the Secrets of Princes. Such
as before were thought at moft to be
only on alevel with their Neghbors
(and claim’d no more themfelvesbut
were glad to be allow’d fo much )
- oncethey get footing within theCourt,
becom fawcy to their Betters; defpife
their Equals, and trample on their
Inferiors. Allof afudden they have
a wondrous Gravity in their Looks
and Motions ; affeét the wife Grimace
“and confidering Nod; grow perfet
ftrangers to their old acquaintance;
and muft be approacht by none with-
out a world of Ceremony, which no-
thing can excufe but a Bribe. But they
value themfelves above all things on

their profound skill in the Arcans-

Imperii, and tho,inthe ordinary atti-
ons of Life, they poffefsa very mo-
derat fhare of Reafon ; yetthey pre<
tend to be abfolute Mafters of what
they call Reafon of State. Our Mi-
nifters of late years have made no
lefs noife about this fame Reafonof
State, than the Irs/ians did in the
beginning of this laft age, and for
fom time before : when in rela{ity
. Cad-
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Reafon of State is nothing elfe but
th right reafon of manag’ing the af-
fuirs of the State at home and abroad,
according to the Conftitution of the
Gove-aaent, and with regard to the
Intereft or Power of other Natioas.
Our Reafon vt State abroad is to kecp
Erglina the H:ad of the Proteftant
Inceret in particular ; and to hold
fuch an equal Balance among fo+
ren States in general, that none of
them grow great ¢nough {o to gain on
any other as that we may com to be
Iofers by it. Our Reafon of State
at home, is to adminiiter theGoverns<
ment for the good of the Subjets ac<
cording to the known Laws of the
Land, and futable to the nature of
our fundamental Conftitution. But
among corrupt Miniiters, and above
all other’s Charles 11s Tory Mini-
fters, Reafon of State has ever biny
what Boscalin defines in his ddver<
tifements from Parnaflus, a certain pe-
culiar Law of their own, wiich is contra-
1y in all things to the Laws of God and
Man. Their Reafon of State abroad
is generally betraying our State at
home ; and their Realon at homeis

r to
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to cheat the People as much asthey
can. ‘Their deepeft Policy lies in the
Invention of little Tricks, which they
take abundance of pains to conceal ;
and if the King or themfelves fall in
danger of being brought into Def-
credit or Diftrels by fuch mean arti-
fices, then he that finds out fom new
Trick to fhift Affairs, or to ward
the prefent blow, what a celebrated
Statefinan muit he be eiteem’d ever
after ! and hisreputation is up-held,
tho the fpeedy difcovery of his jug-
ling or bungling {how’d reduce matters
into a far worte condition than they
were. They love to ffbin trobl’d wasers,
fays a certain + Author, and they find
all diforders projirable to themfelves. They
can flatter the humor of 4 rmrifguided
Prince, andsncreafe their fortunes by the
exceffes of a wafifal prodigal. The
Phrenfie of an Imperions Woman is eafi-
by render’a propitious to shem, and they

can tarn the Xgal of a violent Biggos to

4 A juft and modeft vindication of the proceed-

ings of the two laft Parlaments of King Charks
the Seeﬂn‘o

thesr
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thesr advantage. The treacheries of falfé
Allies agree with their own corruptions ;
and they fear nothing [0 much as that the
King (how’d retarn to his People, and
keep all things quiet, [0 they almoft ever
r.nder themfelves  [ubfervient to fuch
as wou’d difturb them. And thatI may
add a great deal in few words,
Tricks are fo much pra&ig’d , in-
courag’d, and authoriz’d among them,
that a Minifter, who fhou’d regulat
his Conduct or Intriegues by the
moral Rules of Prudence , might
pafs for an honeft Man, but wowd
be counted a very fad Polititian: All
thie villanys of all kinds that we have
hitherto fhown to have bin atted in
Church or State, in Parlament oron
the Bench, with innumerable others
which I have neither time nor occa-
fion to mention, were contriv’d, ma-
nag’d, and put in execution by the
Minifters of our late Kings,of whom -
- fom principal Men are yetalive, and
~ in the undifturb’d pofleffion of what
they got by felling their Country ;
a noble inftance of the mildnefs of this
Reign ! K.William in everyParagraph
of his Declaration juftly chargesthoﬁ;;
evi
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evil Counfillors with all the mifchiefs
he came over to redrefs, nay he fays
much worfe things of them than I
have laid to their charge in this whole
Difcourfe.  Yet fo far were any of
them from being punifht that none of
them was ever queftion’d, to the no
{mall amazement of all Exrgpe. His e-
nemies were not wanting to infinuat
that the old Rogues were {par’d, to
incourage a new Gang to tread in
their fteps. But the malice and fal-
fity of this {ufpition is notorious: firft,
becaufe his Majefty has once or twice
turn’d off his own Minifters, when
they gave Subjet of complaint to his
eople; and fecondly, becaule King
g(ames’s Judges were not hang’d,
which in fa&t appears not to have
bin omitted to incourage other Judges
by their Impunity.But fhou’d he, ac-
cording to the prefent furmizes,take
any of thofe very perfons into his
ounfils, then fom body elfe muft
e found to juftifie him ; for, I con~
fefs, T have not one word to fay in
excufe of fuchextraordinary proceed-
ings. There are able and honeft
Men enough among the reputed
Whigs and Torys, that have never
; H yet
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et forfeited their Reputation; and

zeﬁdcs the public ations of the old
' Minifters which are known to all
mankind, there are yet worfe Machi-
pations againft our Religion and Li-
berty, which theiniquity of the late
times wou’d not bear to com abroad,
nor did they feem neceffary in this
Reign. But if the fortune of Esg-
land s to be committed again intothe
fame hands, it may be rea?onably fup-
pos’d they {hall not want a due warn-
1ngof their Danger. But toleave par-
ticulars, let’s confider a little the ma-
nagement of Minifters under good
and bad Princes all over the World,
To begin with the latter, the Mini~
frers are commonly chofen ont of
that Farty who ows arevenge to
the other, and confequently will ob.
lige the King with any thing, on
condition he gratifies their Paffion
againft their Enemies. But when ei-
ther this Party, by theirown Vios
lence and the Knavery of fuch Tools,

coms to be odious to the Nation; or
when the Minifters are difown’d in
their tricks by thofe very people that
firft fet them up: then the Prince
makes his Court to the other Party

who
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who ate now becom the firongeft,
and chofes fom gopular Men amon
them for his Confidents and CounﬁE
lors.  Neéverthelefs this party-bufis
nefs is all the whilebut a mere blind ;
for matters go on juft as they did
where ang left off, tfme other begins :
in Tory out Whig, in Whig out To-
175 but you mufg allferve the fame
defign, if you wow’d merit or retain
your Imployments. Their Pulfes ara
felc by Meq of Experience ; and, if
any doubt remains of their comply-
ing difpofition, they muft promifg
bc%'o.rehand, or all their zeal for a Par-
ty willnotfignifica ftraw. But this
one mifchief is inevitable, that they
are fupported along while by the
credit of their Party, who can’t ims<

- mediatly difcover the cheat ; and
are loath to quir them when they do;
for fear of power’s falling into the
tiands of their Enemiss, thinking it
mere advifeable to bear with the
failings of old Friends, than to fland
at the meicy of known Foes.  An
the Minifters on the other hand im«
prove this humor fo well, that they
are befme[-evgry Sefliops ,offaﬂam&r;tf
perpesually buzzing in the cars of
perpesaty %i 2 their
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their Party, that they are all to be
turn’d off for their fakes; and that,
this, and that, and the other Man of
the oppofit Faltion is to be brought
in: wherfore they muft vigoroufly
ftand by them now, and oblige the
King in his prefent defires, which o-
therwife wou’d be granted by their
Enemys. There is a place in the
world where thisis a common pra-.
- &ice, and where Minifters are even
temted to be Knaves by the counte- -
nance they expet from their Party ;
tho if no fuch place had bin, yet who-
ever writes methodically on any Sub-
je& may lawfully fuppofe all poflible
cafes. Another piece of Policy among
fom Princes is to tke obfcure perfons
into their Favor or Miniftry,and {ud-
denly to raife them to plentitul or ra-
ther monftrous fortunes : for fuch
Men will do certain mean things, in
which perfons of better Rank or Souls
will fcorn to be imploy’d ; they’ll
do other things which may not be
always fafely intrufted with Men
that have a great Stake or Intereft in
their Contrfyv ; and they call itingrati-
tude to refufe any thing to a Prince
to whom they ‘are oblig’d for “their

- ‘ - Eftates
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Eftates or Honors , and on whom
they depend for a Protetion, itmay
be, from common juftice. Minifters
chofen for fuch rare qualifications are
the fitteft to diftribute Penfions to
fom, Places to others, to temt one
by a drunken bout or 2 Song whom
no Imployment cow’d feduce, and to
becom all things to all Men that they
may gain fom. But thebeftof Prin-
ces are not fecure from the ill effets
of thofe Cormorants, Bloodfuckers,
and Harppys. They excufe them-
felves for their faults to the people,
as if for’d to a&t againft their incli-
nations by their Mafter; and they
attribute all his good deeds to their
own perfwafion and influence. Bale
proftitutes ! thus to rob their Benefa-
¢tor of his Glory, and to own they
are Men to be aw’d themfelves into
wickednefs. They likewife falfly tell
the Prince, that no body will ferve
him if he fuffersany of his Minifters
(tho never focriminal ) to be punifht ;
wheras «wife and honeft Men will
the fooner accept imployments, and
be content to undergo the trouble
(for a trouble itis to all who make

H 3 !
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a confcience of their Duty) as lopg

* as they are permitted to atk for the ,
.' ﬁ)oodof their Contry : butif the King
~ {bouw’d goabout to put themon any
indire& meafures, they’ll either hap-
pily divert him from fuch an il| re.
olution, or honorably refign their
Places and merit the applaufe of
all good Men. But ill Minifters,
depending on this indemnity by
prefcription, value not a rufh “what
the world fays of them, knowing
‘they muft fall foftly at laft, and
- make as good a figure as the beft
with thofe Eftates they have rais’d
by fuch vile and injuft means, This
incourages them univerfally to fol-
low the fame pra&tices, and notwith-
{tanding the allegations againft them
be as clear as the Sun, yet there’s
not a Man of them oblig’d to re-
fund. °Tis the ftrangeft paradox in
nature, that any good Prince fhou'd
be infatuated with fuch a maxim as
thisof never fuffering his Minifters
tobe toucht,when the meaneft Arti-
ficers are refponfible not only for their
deliberat faults, but even for their
involuntary miftakes. 1 fhall mever
‘ ve
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have don f I entet no the parricu-
lars of their bafe, infolent,and def-
perat ations. But yet I muft not.
forget how induftrious they are at all
times to terrific and nickname thofe
who dare find faultwith their manag-
ement, or that endeavour to ffem the
Tideof their mercenary Adminiftra-
tion. In the late Reigns none was
counted Loyal who did not promote
their defigns ; and whoc¢ver blames
them in this, they’ll have him taken
for an enemy to the Government . nor
wou’d they fpeak amifs if they always
meant therr own, as I believe they do.
But none are truer friends to his Ma-
jefty,than fuch as moft vigoroufly op-
_ pof}e, the Men who thus plainly abufe
him.They are heartily for the prefent
Government, tho not always for the
prefent way of governing. How often
have the Mimfters deceiv’d our Kings
in the accounts they gave them of the
fenfe of the Nartion, and making
them believe how generally thetr own
Condu& was approv’d, which is not
fomtimes difcover’d to be falfe
-till it proves too late toapplya reme-
dy : for Kings are moftly {obefet by
H 4 thofe
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thofe Locufts in their Palaces, and
excluded to fuch a degree from all
Commerce with the reft of their
Subjets, that they can {carce be
counted Creatures having any ufe of
their Organs, feeing with their own
Eys, or hearing with their own
Ears. Then they have not only their
little Spies, Trepans, and Informers,
in every corner of the Nation ; but
they havelikewife their Coffechoufe
and Chocolat Apoftles, to magnifie
with naufeous and repeated flatte-
ries their Parts,Learning, Juftice, Mo-
deration,and Wifdom:thefe have their
fet hours for thisnew kind of preach-
ing ; and are more Zealous to {pread
lies from behind a Table, than others
are fomtimes in propogating truth
out of the Pulpit. The Poetstoo ftrive
with all their might to outdo one
another, not in Compofition, Ele-
gance, or Stile ; but in their forc’d
Encomiums of thofe who keep the
Purfe, efpecially if it bea Poetic Mi-
niftry, as there has binfuch a Pheenix
not long fince in fom part of the
world.  But ofall their ways of abu-
fing theKing, what feems the moft

1m=
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impudent to me is that they muft be
hir’d forfooth to acceptof their Pre-
ferments : I mean when Men in con-
fiderable Pofts, nay Men who fill
threeor four great Pofts at once, muft
yet be farther gratif’d with annual
Penfions, or vaft Sums of Money on
particular occafions,and thisbecal’d a
reward of their Services. Heretofore
with us in England, and at this pre-
fent in all good Governments on
Earth, great Places have bin e-
fteem’d naturaland f{ufficient rewards
to the Learning, Valor, or any o-
ther Excellence of thofe who were
mo(t capable to difcharge them; and
Penflions or other Gratuities us’d to be
conferd on fuch deferving Men on
whom there were not Places enough
left to beftow. But our Minifters
(for we muft fomtimes take notice
of them, left we be thought partial by
others ) fom of our Minifters, I fay,
were, not content with fuch additio-
nal Prefentsof Mony to fupply the de-
fect of their Places in rewarding their
Merit, but have procur’d to them-
felves unreafonable and exorbitant
Grants of the forfeited Eftates in Jre.

land
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land, tho the Nation was at that
time, as it {till continues,overwhelm’d
with Debt, and the Government in
prefent and urgent nced of Money.
>T's true the Parlament has with no
little difficulty fince refum'd thofe
Lands (as I hope they’ll do the Exg-
lifh Grants this Seffion) and apply’d
them to the ufe of the public, where
they are like to reach a very great
way, notwithftanding all the except-
ing Claufes of the Aét. But how
many more of our Debts might have
bin paid, if this courfe were taken
from the beginning, wheras now the
Rentsof feveral years are dropt into
thofe Gentlemens Pockets ? And yet
when all’s don, I am fully perfwad-
ed, that if the King had not bin decei-
v’d as well in the value of the Grants,
as in the Merit of fom of the Gran-
tees ; and that if he had givena mo-
derat fhare of them to Men of known
Defert, and more proper Objetts of
his Liberality, ’tewou’d have bin fo
far from difgufting any, that every
body wou’d have applauded his Ju-
fticeandGenerofity.Now in general of
all Minifters, there’s a vaft difference
to
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to be put between a Prince that go-
verns a Party by them, and a Prince
that’s govern'd by them toa Party,
As for the firft, I have faid enough
concerning fuch a one already in the
perfon of Charles the II. and God be
prais’d we labor now under no fuch
Grievance, tho we yet fuffer the
miferable effets of his King.craft.
Asfor a Prince under the influence of
his Minifters, he cannot be properly
faid to govern, but rather to be go-
vern'd according to the various paf-
fions of his Officers and Favorits :
for ’tis plain that all applications for
Juftice, Favor,or Preferment,is made
to fuch at home ; and that the Ambaf-
fadors,and Agents of foren Princes (in-
ftead of confidering the Prince’s
Judgment, or what is dueto the Inte-
reft of the State) make it their chief
bufinefs to ftudy the humors of
thofe about him. But let us fuppofe
a King (tho we need make no fup-
pofitions, when we have attually one
of our ewn) who neither governs
by Parties, noris govern’d to any
Party by his Minifters ; yet it is out
of his power (tho never indu’dwitfh
a
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fo much caution and penetrati-
on) not to be frequently deceiv’d,
abus’d, and endanger’d by their

Tricksand felfith Ends, of which we

need not alledg any examples after
what is already faid in this Chapter
and before. Nor need I inculcat
how without his knowledge they may
correfpond with foren Princes, to
his irreparable Difgrace , and the
Damage of the Nation. Every bo-
dy underftands the Power of Frexch
Gold in all the Courts of E#rgpe, and
that it has no where more prevail'd
than once in England. The fame
Monarch who brib’d King Charles
and King James’s Minifters, and who
made Penfioners of themfelves, is
itillalive ; he has more reafon now
to fear the ftrength of England than
ever, and therfore we may rational-
ly believe will leave nothing unat-
temted to gain Intelligence or Inte-
reft in our Court. With all the faults

of the apoftat Whigs, Idon’t believe -

they cou'd ever bereconcil’d to France,
tho they might not {cruple fo much
to {crape fora fortune at home : but
the old Tory Minifters have not only

' bin
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bin guilty of that pratice }ormerly,‘
which they may as well be now or
at any time hereafter ; but they are
throly verft in this myftery of Inqui-
ty , they remember all the neceflary
ficpsand turnsto be taken in it, and
their friends on t’other fide the wa-
ter know better how to dealand traf-
fick with thefe than any other. If
it fhou’d ever happen therfore that
his Majefty fhow’d any intentions of
puting himfelfand us into the hands
of fuch a Miniftry ; he wouwd do
well to confider, whether, befides all
the other inconveniencies to be juft-
ly apprehended from fuch an unex-
pected proceeding, there be notlike-
wife more of French advice in it
than he isaware. They are greatly |
miftaken who think the A&ionsof !
any Prince will be excus’d by laying |
the Blame on his Minifters’tis a con- |
mon manner of {peaking indeed, but
at botom a modeft way of cen-
furing the Prince himfelf, who, if he :
did not approve their Condutt, |
might eafily make a better choice, |
We find all things laid to the charge
of evil Counfillors in his. Majeftes

o own
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own Declaration ; yet King ?’m&:’
was juftly depos’d, and his Counfil-
lors ought as juftly to have big
hang’d atthat time, inftead of being
atany time fince or now preferd. Ma-
chavil fays very truly thatthe wifdom
of a Prince never takes beginning
from the wifdom of his Counfil, but
the wifdom of the Counfil always
from the wifdom of the Prince. If
therefore our futureKingseither want
the mind orthe ability to chufe the
fitteft perfons into their Miniftry to
{ferve the Nation, the Parlament
will be oblig’d to recommend fuch ag
fhall be anfwerable to the Public for
theiractions:and yet do nothing herein,
bur what(ashas binoften prov’d)their
Anceftors have lcommeonly practic’d ;
for the Lord Chancellor of England
the Lord High Admiral of Englavd,
the Lord Treafurer of England, the
Lord Chief Juftice of England, and
all the Officers that have the name
of Englandadded to them, were for-
merly nominated (as a late Author
tells us ) by the Reprefentatives of -
the People of England aflembled in
Parliment.  Nor weu'd it be any

wonder
&
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wonder fhow’d they refum this Power,
if ever the worft Minifters of the late
Reigns, the declar’d Enemys of the
refent Government, or any of thofe
evil Counfillors fo dreadfully defcrib’d
in his Majefties Declaration, (howd
be thought. the only Men fit to ferve
him : while thofe are negletted or
diftrufted who invited him hither,
plac’d the Crown on his Head, main-
tain’d him ever fince onthe Throne,
and faithfully ferv’d him againft all
his Enemys both at home and abroad.
This liberty I ufe with him(andwhich
isno more than Free-men may and
will ufe,let officious Hatterers tell him
never fo much to the contrary ) is
wholly intended for his fervice and
advantage. I fhou’d not have told
him half fo much truth, had 1 fol-
Jow’d a certain Minifters cautiousad-
‘monition ; for ’tis a Maxim with
-moft of that fort, that 4/ Kings what-
Jfoever would be arbitrary: but as T be-
lieve fom exceptions may be found to
this Rule , fo had it bin never
fo clear a demonftration , I fhoud
have the more firenuoufly aflerted
our native Liberties; which made
me
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me rejet that Gentlemans {lavifh
advice with fcorn and deteftation.
The pi&ture of corrupt Minifters was
never fo well drawn to the Life as
by the great Colonel Sidney in the
25¢h Seltion of the fecond part of
his Difeourfes  concerning  Govern-
ment. He fhews there that the Se-
nats of free Governmentsare not fo
fubje& to venality asthe Courts of
Princes, where Bawds, Whores, Buf-
foons, Players, Slaves, and other
mercenary people, are (according to
him) moft prevalent. He asks a que-
ftion, which every one may refolve
for himfelf, whether the Corneliz
- Junii, Fabii, Valeriiy, Quintiiy Carii,
Fabritii, and others. who moft pre-
prevail’d in Rome after the expulfion
of the Kings, or Sejanus,Macro, Nar-
cifus, Pallas, Icetus, Tigellinus, Vin-

* nius, Laco, Agrippina, Me[Jalina, Lol-

lia, Poppea, and the like, were moft
fubjeét tothe bafeft vices? and whe-
ther it were more eafie to corrupt
one or two of thofe Villains and
Strumpets, than the Senat and People
of Rome, Carthage, Atheus, or Sparta?
After a largeDifcourfe on thisSubje&,

-
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he coms at laft tofum up the Cha-
ritet of evil Minifters, charging
them with the moft deteftable traf-
fick in procuring or difpofing of Pre-

ferments ; with Rapine, Violence,
“ Bribery, Fraud, and all kinds of fla-

vith Dealing. Thefe things, fays he,
are infeparable from the life of a Conr-
tier ; for as [ervil natures are guided ra-
ther by Senfethan Reafon, fuch as ad-
dict themfelves to the (ervice of Courts,

Jind no other Confolarion in their mi-

[ery than what they receive from [enfual
Dleafure, or fuch vanities as they put -
a value upon: and have no other care
than to get mony for their [upply by
Begging, Steiling, Bribing, and other
infamous Praltices, Their Offices are
more or lefs efteem’d, according to the
opportunitys they afford for the exercife
of thofe virtues; andno Man feeks them
for any other end than for Gain, nor
takes any other way than that which
conduces to ir. The ufual means of at-
taining them are by obferving the Princes
bamor, flattering his vices, ferving him
in his Pleafures, fomenting his Paffions;
and by advancing his worft defians ; to
Ereate an opinion in him that they love

1 bigs-.
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his perfon, and are intirely addifted to

bis Will. When Valor, Induftry, and
Wifdom advancd Men to 0/71] es, 7t
was no eafie matter for a Man to per<
fwade the Senat hehad [uch Qualities as
were requir’d, if be had them not. But
when Princes [eek only fuch as love them,
and will do what they command, *tis eafie
10 impofe upon them ; and becaufe nome
that are good will obey them, when they
command that which is not [o, they are
alvays incompaft by the worft.  Thofe
who follow them only for Reward are
moft liberal in  profelfing Affection to
them, and by that means rife to Places
of Authority and Power. 'The Fountain

eing thus corrupted, nought that is pure
can com from it, Thefe mercenary
Wetches having the management of Af-
fairs, Juftice and Honor are fe¢ at a
price, and the moft lucrative Traffick in
the Worldis therby eftablif’. Eutro-

pius, whez ke was a Slave, us’d to pick -

Pockets and Locks 5 but, being made 4
Minifter, be fold Cities, Armies, and
Provinces. And [om have under-taken
to give probable reafons to believe that
Pallas, one of Claudius’s manumis’d
Slaves, by thefes means brought together

more
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- moreWealth in fix years, than all the R o-
man Dictators and Confuls had don from
the Expalfionof the Kings to their paf-
Jage into Alia. The reff walkt in the
Jame way, us’dthe fame arts, and many
of them [ucceeded in the fame manner,
Their Riches confifted not of Spoils taken
from Enemys, but were the bafe produit
of their own Corruption. They valu'd.
nothing but Mony,  andthofe who cor’d
bribe them were fure to be advanc®d to
the higheft Office's ; and, whatever they
did, fear’d nopunifbment.  Like effects
will ever proceed from the like Caufes.
There is a great deal more to this pur-
gofe, and more home, in that Se-

ion, very much diferving ever(y
Man’s perufal;but toolong to be trani-
crib’d 1n this place, and too well ex-
prelt to be better don by any
other. ’

12 CHAP
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CHAP Vi

The iil effets of Parties on ihe
People in general , and the
King in particular.

Need not add much more, ha-
1 ving fpoke fo largly already -of
the ill Effelts which Parties have on
the People, by dividing them in their
Principles and Intereft, which weak-
ens their Power, corrupts their Mo-
rals, and at laft diffolvesthe Govern-
ment it {elf.  That a worfe mifchief
cannot befall any Nation than Di-
vifions ar.d Fallions, isattefted with
onc voice by the expe.ience of all
Men aud Times; yet few places are
exemt from this Diftemper, tho
fom are more inclin’d to it by their
Conftitution than others. I won’t
enter into the Debate whether Com-

- monwealths
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monwealths or Monarchys are moft
fubjet to Seditions, nor make any
paralle] of the Advantages or Ircon-
veniencies in the feveral Forms : but
in this mixt one of ours, there is a
Difproportion fomwherere thatocca-
fions fuch frequent Quarrels, to the
compofing of which every one ought
to lend his helping Haud. All the
Men of Parts among us, inficad of
doing effeual Service to their Con-

-~ try, are becoin perfeltiy ufelefs toit ;

or, which is much worf:, they are
made the Inftruments of its Ruinby
turning thofe Forces againit one ano-
ther, which by nature were inten-
ded for our Glory and Detence both
at Home and Abroad. They att

- for the moft part outof privat In-

terelt or Revenge, cither making
a (kew of their Abilitys in order to
be fear’d or courted by the other fide ;
or imploying their whole vigor a-
gainft thofe whom they hate or cn-
vy, which is the certain Way 1o
perpetuat cur Differencés. la the
mean time no Quarter is given on
any hand to thofe who will not in-
rol themfclves in fom ' Fallicn, but

13 are
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are difpos’d to bring things to anin-

tire Union, or at leaft to hold the

Balance fo even betwixt the Parties
that they may not deftroy one ano-
ther. Thefe' Men of Peaceand pub-
lic Spirit are in matters of State
branded with the name of Trsmimers
and, with refpet to their opinions in
Religion, they are call’d Latitudina-
rians: hated, as I faid, by all the
Reft, but particularly perfecuted by
thofe defigning Men who find thewr
account in the Diffentions of others,
left theirModeration and calm Aadmo-
nitions fhou’d undeceive the World,
and fo put anEnd to this deteftable
Trade; for tho many alt in good
carneftfrom a true or miftaken Per-
fwafion, yet moft are promted by
privat Views of Revenge or Intereft,
while they delude others to their af-
fiftance by the fpecious pretence of
Principles and Confcience.  That
worthy Gentleman therfore was fure-
ly in the right, who, laft Seffion of
Parlament, openly faid in the Houfe

of Commons, that all Parties inthe

Church were Hypocrify, which was
the fame Thing with Knavery in the
State.
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State. This Confideration fhouw’d
bring us tocooler Thoughts and bet-
ter Temper, both with regard to the
time patt and to com. While we con-
Jpire rogether, fays the Earl of (/a-
rendor 1n one of his Specches to the
Parlament 1660, 10 put all obd Nawes
and Terms cf diftinction into wtter ob-
livion 5 let us not find new names and
terms to keep up ihe fame, or a worfe
Diftinction. If the old reproaches of
Cavalier, and Roundbed, and Malig-
* mant, be committed to the orave ; Lt us
not_ find more fignificans and betier words
10 fignifie worfe things. Butif the ex-
hortations of that great Man liad
fo little good effe®, that they couwd
not prevent the contumelious nick-
names of Whig and Tory , T can-
not hope to fuccced betrer ; yet this
thall not hinder me from difcharg-
ing my Confcience, and paying that
Duty which I am bound te my
Contry. I might heredifplay the
tragical Confequences of Partics in
~ all Regionsof the world, theknown
ftory of the Bianche and the Neri, .
the Guelphs and Ghibelins in Italy, the
Veneti and * Prafini under Juftinian I,

Ig .
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I might pathetically defcribe the
Barberities they perpetrated on one
another, their {fecret Murders and Af-
faffinations, openWars andSlaughters;
Robberies,Plunders,and Devaftations ;
the intire Ruin and deplorable Ca-
taftrophe of Families, Cities, and
Contries ; the confufion of all tyes
and obligations of Kindred, Marri-
age, Love, Friendfhip, Neighbor-
hood, or Commerce : I might in-
large on fuch difmal Themesas thefe,
cou’d I fuppofe there wanted foren
Examples, when we have fuffer’d at
home in Epitome whatever of this
fort has bin any where known in the
world.  Yet notwithftanding the
multitude of our former diftintions,
and the care incumbent on us in
thefe dangerous conjunétures to ac-
comodat all differences, there is a
frefh Divifion lately grown up a-
mong us, I mean the New and Old
Eaft India Companies ; which tho
feeming at firft fight to regard buta
few Merchants, have not only mi-
ferably divided the capital City of
this Nation, and confequently all
the Burroughs by reafon of their
- ' ' dealing
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dealing there, but they are fo univer-
fally {pread that Whig and Tory,
| andy all other Parties, are {wallow-
ed up by them ; notabolifhd (which
were to be wifh’d ) but fhelte’d un-
der thefe new Names. They have
already introduc’d a molt pernicious
cuftom, unknown and believ’d 1.n-
poflible before in Loxdon, the corrup-
tion of EleCtions by privat Euter-
- tainments, publick Fealts, and Bribes.,
This is now as notorioufly practicd
there as at Stockbridge ; and both Par-
ties intereft themfelves in all manner
of Ele&tions, threatning even to turn
off their Workmen if they will nat
vote as they would have them. They
are both indeavoring who fhall in-
. grofs the Court, thatis all the pub-
lic advantages and ‘premiums for
lending Mony, to themfelves. They
are both laboring to exclude one
another, and all others, from the
greateft part of our foren Trade ;
and, for ought we know, it may
com at laft to fucha pafs at home,
that people may fcruple to deal
with any that isoris not of this or
that Company, as their Intereft or

- Affe- -



Affe@ion may byafs them. I will
not difpute now how prejudicial or
advantageous the Eaff India Trade
in general may be to this Nation,
which parts of it are better or worfe,
nor what may" be the fate of it from
the Separation or Union of the two
Companies : neither will I relate
the Birth of the New Company,
the faults objeCted to the Old, nor
what thefe retorted on their Adver-
farys. But fuppofing what youwill
of the Original of the New, yet ac-
cording to theold faying, Quod fieri
non debuit, fatum walet ; tis one of
thofe things which cannotbe undon,
without undoing us all. Neverthe-
lefs tis commonly known that feve-
ral Members of the Old Company
have bin publicly menacing, for a
year paft, that they wou'd pay the
New Company back their Mony ,
and for the fame advantages of Trade
lend as much to the Govern-
mentat § inftead of 8 per Cenr inte-
reft. The pretence indeed is toleflen
the public Charge, but their way
of paying the national Debtsis by
ruining the Credit of the Nation.

. *Twas
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Twas always a maxim in Govern.
ment not to exafperat too manyat
a time, tho never fo guilty ; and if
the Members of the old Company
have bin fuch clogs on the Wheels
fince the erection of the New, how
much more will the latter be fo,
confidering that they are a great
deal more numerous ; and that nog
“only they and thetr Families,but all 0-
thers who 'trade with them, will
think themfelves nearly affeCted ?
The Bargain with them was delibe-
rat and above-board, tranfa&ted with
the fame Forms and Solemnity
asother A&s of Parlament; but if
it Thow’d on any pretence be made
void, the mifchiefs are innumerable
that wou’d follow. Foreners hold .
our Parlamentary Faithto be facred
and inviolable, - which incourag’d .
-them to com into moft of our Funds, . |
and to be as much concern’das our
felves about the prefervation of the .
prefent Government : but if the O-
vertures of the old Company {hou’d -
be once receiv’d, or indeed incou~ -
rag'd, there’san end of all our Cre-
dit with other Contrys. But the
S greatelt
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reateit mifchief will be the inevita-

le ruinof our Credit at home, for
no body will ever part with their
Mony again to the Government on
any terms, be the premiums never
fo great or temting, fince the Parla-
ment may as well break their Ingage-
ments at one timeas at another, and
inftead of reducing the Intereit from
Eight to Five, they may with as
plaufible pretences bring it from § to
one, or, what is more etfectual, not
pay a Groat of the Principal, which

- will better difcharge the whole Debt

inftead of a Part. I dread to think,
after fuch a manifeft violation of the
public Faith, what wou’d becom
of us if we fhou’d happen to fall in-
to any urgent or indifpenfable necef-
fity of railing Mony, whether to op-
pofe an Invafion at home, or to main-
tain a Fleet or Forces abroad, which
the prefent circumftances of Europe
do not render unlikely to happen very
quickly. If the late King Fames, the
fuppos’d Prince of Wales, or any o-
ther pretender, fhou’d offer to make
good all the Funds, and to reftore
" : what
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what had bin thus unjuftly transfer’d,
*tis not impoffible but that thofe,
who thought themfelves alteadv in-
jurd, and fuch as fear’d to undergo
the fame condition, wou'd prefer
their privat Intereft to ' the public
Safety. But whatinvolves all other
Evils in it felf alone, this is the cer-
tain way to bring us at one Stroke
under that Slavery we have ever {o
barvely refifted, and thofe be made
the Inftruments of eftablithing Ty-

ranny who have bin hitherio the -

Guardians of our Liberty. Thereis
no other public Credit in England,
but that of the Parlament. The
Bankers,and all concern’d with them,
well rememberKing Charles IIs {hut-
ing up the Exchequer. Butif a Par-
lament fhou’d once break their Con-

tralts with us , to whom fhall we

fly for a rémedy ? If our Liberties
be invaded by them,of whom fhall we
feek Prote&tion, or who fhall beafter-
wards trufted with difpofing of the
public Revenues.None but Fools will
be deceiv’d by the pretence that the
five perCent project will be eftablifh’d

by
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by A& of Parlament : for befides the
reafons I have already offer’d that
Parlaments , no more than privat
Men, thow’d not break their words,
and thatif they do they muftno more
expek to be trufted than privat Men,
with the other mifchiefs to be appre-
hended ) it is likewife very furethat
Iniquity may be eftablith’d by a
Law, and that no Sanftion what-
foever canmake Injuftice to be a Vir-
tue. Y need not add that the Old
Company themfelves wou’d be equal
fufferers in all the confequences of
fuch an Infra&ion of Credit, wher-
of the leaft muft be that they had
no fecurity why their. five per Cent,
and Liberty of Trading, might not as
well be transfer’d toothers , who
offer’d more or lefs, as occafion re-
quir’d. But as experience is the Ser-
vant of Wife Men, and the Miftrifs
of Fools, we may obferve that the
like hataemés have bin made ma-
ny hundred years ago in ’
G}:*eece, Italy, and other placefgr}l[()n?
only for reducing the Intereﬁfduc
» rom
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from! the Public, but even to dif-
charfge the Debts of privat Perfons,
as if the way of enabling ’em to
y Taxes to the Government, had
in to defraud their Creditors. The
beft and wifeft Men ever oppos’d
thefe Proceedings, as deftrutive of
allE?uity, Faith, and Property, and
occafioning Complaints, Revenge
and Seditions. On the other hand,
fuch as were obnoxious to the Laws,
hated for their Villadies, overwhel-
med with Debt,and that favor’d or
affeed Tyranny, were always for
diminifhing or refcinding of Debts
by particular Laws, wherby they
pretended to eafe the People, but
-indeed  defign’d  at  bottom to
deftroy all public Faith,and to get
large fhares in the diffolution of
the Government : fuch were Mix-
lius, Catilin, and efpecially Fulius
Cefar, at that very time that he was
rojecting the ruin ofhis Contry’s Li-
erty. “1 fhow’d exceed the bounds
I propos’d to my felf, if I wou'd
produce all the examples of this
kind which occur in Hiftory, Wi}txh
. the
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the Judgments of honeft and pru-
dent Men upon them. But it is ob-
fervabie, that as privat Debts were
‘never but once remitted in the be-
¢ ining of the Roman Common-
ve I'h, no complaint being ever.
:.civid  afterwards on this' occa-
.r, except in a very urgent Con-
{Gdure,and then the Creditors were
pa'd out of the common Treafury
rather than be depriv’d of their
* Debts, or ftipt of their Property
by a Law: {oon the other hand,
the Cebts of the public, tho’ ne:
ver fo great and burdenfom, were
never difcharg’d or leflen’d by
any Law, which ftri¢t obferva-
t:on of their Faith and Juftice ne-
ver let ’em wantMoney on any occafi-
on,and madethe richeftCitizens think
their Wealth fafer with the Go-
vernment than in their own hands.
1t will not be amifs to hear what
Dottrin one of their chief Magi-
{firats has preach’d on this Occa-
fion : I mean Cicero, who difcour-
Aes largely of it to his Son, and a-

mong -other things he fays, that
1 It
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+ It maft be the princspal care of him, who
i].f at tbéﬂ head o{" the lém/ermzz:nt, ,tbat
every one be [ecar’d in his Property, and
that the Eftates of privat Men be not
diminif’d under pretence of a  public
good.  Governments and Cities (fays
he) were conflituted chiefly for this ve-
7y reafon, that all Men might enjoy their
own: for tho Men affociated toge:
ther by inftinct of Natare, yet it was
in hopes of preferving their Goods
that they invented the Fortifications of
Cities. - Then, after fhewing what
care ought to be taken for maintaining
the Credit of the Treafury, and that
the people fhou’d be charg’d as little
-as poflible with Taxes, or that in
cafe of neceflity they be pun&tually

+ 1In primisautemn videndum erit ei, qui Rem-
publicam adminiftrabic, ut fuurp Qui{qpe teneat ;
neque de Bonis privatorum publice deminutio fiat.
——Hanc enim ob caulam maxime, ut fua tene-
“rentur, Refpublicz civitalefque conftitute funt:
nam etfi duce natura congregabantur Homines, ta-
-men{pe Cuftodiz Rerum luarum Urbium przfidia
quzrebant.  De Officiis, lib. 2. cap. 21.

K ins
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inform’d of their danger, and “con-
vincd that without bearing fom
burden they cannot be fafe in any
thing ; after recommending Frugality
and Moderation to the Minifters of
State, and the avoiding of fuperflu.
ous Expences or fqua'né’ring the pub-
lick Money , he' coms to fpeak of
thofe who pretended to eafe the'peo-
ple, fomtimes by dn Agrarian
Law or levelling Eftates in Land,
and at other ‘times by diminifhing
or refcinding -public and privat
Debts.  * Thofe Men, fays he, fbake
the foundations of the Government, in
the fir [t place 'diffolving Concord, which
cannot confift with this way of taking mo-
7y from [om,and giving it to others:then,
Jecondly, there’s an endof all Equity, if
every Man may not keep his own ; for
(asIfaid above) it s effential 2o a
Community or City that it be free, and
not under any doubts or fears about the
fafely of therr pofiffions. Bat neither
do J#ch perfons obtasn that reputation
which they imagin to get by this projec¥
[0 pernicions to the Government . for
" he that lofes his right, becoms their

ene-
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enenty, and-bie to whom it is transferr’d
feems only willing to receive it, and
partisularly comceals his ]2] about their
leffening the debts, left he [bow’d be
‘thought wnable to pay 5 wheras bhe thit
recesves the snjury both remembers the
affront o, and openly profeffes his refent-
T£nt.r. ’ Bat [gZu’d qu[é‘-’le- the gr{ater
‘party, who wickedly receive whas is in-
ijuftly taken away from others, yer aré
‘they not therefore of greater ‘confidera-
“tion: for ‘thefe ‘things are wmot to be

ijudg’d by number bat weight. Aftere

s

* i labefaRast fundamenta Reipublice, Con~
cordiam primum, quz efle non potelt cum aliis a-
dimuntur, aliis condonantur Pecuniz : deinde Equi-
tatem, quz_ tollitur omnis, fi habere fuum cuique
non licet. Id enim eft proprium (ut fupra dixi)
Civitatis ‘atque Urbis, ut fit libera, & non follici-
ta fuz Rei tujufque cuftodia. Atque in hdc per-

‘ nicie ‘Reipublicz ne illam quidem confequuntur,
_quam putant, ‘Gratiam : nam cui Res erepta, eft
-Tnimicus; cui dataeft, etiam diffimulat e accipere
‘yoluiffe, & maxime in Pecuniis creditis occultag
- fuum Gaudium, ne videatur non fuifle folvendo. At
vero ille qui accepit injuriam, & meminit ac pre
{e fert dolorem fuum. Nec,'fi plures funtii’ qui
bus improbe datum eft, quam illi quibus injufte” a-
demtum eft, idcirco plus etiam valent; non enim
pumero hzc judicantur, fed pondere. Idem Ibi-
dem, ‘cap. i1,

K 2 svards
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wards hefays, * What reafon isthere,
for this compounding of the . public
Debts, but that you (hall buy Lands
with myMony, you keep the Land and
1lofemy DMony. Wherefore all careought

—

* Tabulz vero nove quid habentArgumenti,nif
ut cmas meaPecunia fund: mieum tu habeas,ego non
habeam pecuniam 2 Quamobrem re fit xs alienum,
quod Reipublice noceat, providendum eft, quod
wnultis Rationibus caveri poteft: non, fi fuerit,
at locupletes fuum perdant, Debitores lucrentur
alienum.  M™ec enim ulla res vehementius Rempub-
licam ceatinet quam Fides, quz efle nulla poteft,
nili erit neceflazia  folutio Rerum creditarum.
Nunquam vebementivs actum eft, quam me Con-
fule, ne folveretur.  Armis & Caltris tentata Res
ab omni Genere Hominum & Ordine : quibus
fic reftiti, ut hoc tawtum Malum de Republica
tolleretvr,  Nunquam nec majus zs alienum fuit 3
nec melius nec facilius difiolutum eft: traudandi
enim Spe fublata, folvendi neceilitas confecuta eft,
At vero hic nunc victor (tunc quidem victus ) que
zogitarat ea perfecit, cum ejusjam nihil intereflet
tanta in eo peccandi Libido fuit, vt hocipfum eum
dele@aret Peccare, etiam fi caufa non efiet. Ab
hoc igitur Genere Largitionis, ut aliis detur, aliis
auvferatvr, aberunt ii qui Rempublicam tuebuntur §

. inprimisque Operam dabuit, ut Juris & Judicio-
rum xquitate fuvm Quiique teneat : & nequeTenu-
,forﬁsl_ pronter Humilitatem, circumveniantur ; ne-

“que Tocupietibus, ad fuavel tenenda vel recupe-

. randa, cbfit Invidia. Idew ibidem cap,

_ 230 24
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to be taken that no Debts be [iffir'd to
grow which may indanger the Govern-
ment.  This may be prevented feveral
ways . or if it [bou’d happen, yer the
rich muft not lofe what is rightly their s,
nor Debtors gain what is the Property
of others.  For nothing more firmly fip-
ports a Government than Credit, which
cannot fubfift unlefs there be an indife
penfable obligation of paying whas they
ow.  This compounding for dibes was.
never morevehemently urg’d than in my
Confalfbip. Al forts and degrees of Men
were in Arms and Camps about it, to
whom I refiffed in fucha manner thar
this extraordinary mifchief was roored

~ out of the Commonwealth. There was
mever agreater debt oving, nor any bet-
ter or eafier paid ; for the hope of defraud-
ing being taken away, there follow’d a
necelfity of Payment, But indeed this
( Czfar) who is now a Conqueror, bur
was then [ubdw’d, put thefe things in
 execution which be had before projected,
tho his own Intereft was no longer can-
cern’d : [0 great was his inclination to

- do mifchief, that he wou’d take pleafure
in it for mifchicf’s fake, tho he had no

other “indwcements.  Therfore all thof:,

' K3 wha
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who have a hand in managing. the Go=
vernment, fbould abftain from this fort of
Liberality which takes from. fom to give
to others: and befare all things provide
that every one may keep his own by the. e-
quity of Law, and pablic Judicar
tories ; and that the meaner, fort be not
Circumvented for want of Power, nor
that the wealthy be obflruited by the.
envy of others [rom keeping ox, recover~
ing their Rights. 1 -need make po
application of thefe paflages to.any:
of the Parties concern’d, nor to
the Bank of England, or the otheg
Funds, which feem all to be in-
volvdin the famedeftruétion, Bug
if we may compare Antient with
Modern inftances, there is not a
more ready or furer way at this
time of diftinguifhing the certain
Friends orEnemies of our free Goves-
ment, than by obferving who are
for maintaining the public Faith, apd
who for breaking it onany pretence
whatfoever. '
"~ BUT they are not the People a-
lone who fuffer the ill efells of
being divided into Party’s; their
Magiftrats, or the Admini&r»asier;‘

., o
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of their Government, is dangerouf-
ly affefted by it, as, Wwith us'in
England, the King is always under.
very ill Circumftances on fuch oc-
cafions : but principally when thofe
Fattions are of his own creatien,
the better to gain fome undie pow-
er above the Laws,” or in ovder fo
any other indirett end; for ’tis ne-
ver for any public good, that Prin-
ces have recourfe to thofe unmaan-
ly fhifts, but for fomthing which
cannot bear the light, ~ fmmhing'
that can never receive a ‘common’
Approbation, and muf} therfore be
forcd from one part of the Na-
tion by the deluded of corrupt
affiftance of the other. Such Kings,
as I faid before, are rather the
. Ringleaders of petty Clubs, than
the Fathers of %i‘edt'Nat‘iQnS ; and
gain nothing at laft,” for “they are
as much hated by one fide gslov’d
by the. other, and have 1o fecurity
againt their Eneie’y becdming ‘cne
time or other the ftronger Party to
their unvoidable difgrace or 'deftra-
&ion. Mary Queen of Scots,” and
Charles the E'n%,' of England, ow’d

| ‘K4 77 their
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their unquiet Lives and tragical
Deaths to their governing by Par-
ties: Charles the Second was for the
fame reafon hated at Home, def-
pis’d Abroad, diftrufted every where,
and intangl’d in fuch difficulties as
made his Reign fomtimes violent,
precarious at other times, and al-
ways uncertain. King Fames the
Second, for preferring the fmalleft
party in his Dominions, not only
to the greateft, but alfo to every
one of- the reft, brought them all
t0 unite againft him at laft, and is
now reduc’d to live on Charity in
another Contry. Nor can any King
of this mold reafonably promiie him-
felf a better fate, fince every thing
he undertakes by his Favorits will
be obftrutted by their Enemies ;
and if he happens to have fincere
Intentions, yet they muft be fuf-
pected of courfe by thofe who are
afraid to be trepan’d by his Arti-
fices. And, befides all thefe oro-
ther domeftic mifchiefs, there is a
door hereby open’d to his Enemies
Abroad, who will be fure to foment
fuch difcords, and to grant fecret
‘ - or
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or open afliftance to the Malcone

- tents on proper occafions. But what’s

worft of all, it a King is not con=
ftant to one Party, but appurendy
given to' change, both will beape
to joyn againft him at laft, as one
to be wely’d on by ncither, and

“that has no real affettion for any

fide, but purely alts for his own
privat Ends, which makes him ca-
jole the one or the other, as they
happen to have more Power or
Credit in the Kingdom, In one

~word there’s no Oracle more cer=

tain than what Sir Hilliwn Temple
tells us, was pronounc’d by Moaf.
Gourville, tamcly, That 1 2 Kisg

of Bngland, who will be the Lisn of

bis People, is the greateft Kjiiy
the World 5 but if he would be [onme
thing more, by God b’s no lozgcr &=
ny thing. Above all things theres
fore the King {how’d ftudy to gan

4UnRoy D’ Angleterre, quiv-ut etve | hommd
de fon-persle, eft le plus zrant Ruy du Miendeg
mais {’il veut etre quelque chofe davaniage, pag,
Diecu il neft plus ricn.
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the general Love of his Subjelts,
which is a furer pledg of their
Obedience than any Oaths or En-
gagements of what nature foever,
of greater {ecurity than the ftrong-
eft Cittadels or Armies. No Arti-
fices of Malcontents, of Unquiet or
difaffeited Perfons, can make the
People weary ot the prefent Govern-
ment, when they know the King
i§ careful to preferve their Civil
d Religious Liberties, to promote
%‘rade’, incourage Induftry, to Re-
ward liberally, to Punifh feverely,
nd to Reform Manners. And now,
ance I am on this Head, I muft
own, that I wifh there were an ef-
teCtual Amnifty or A& of Indem-
pity paft this infuing Seffion. Ma-
gy pretend no other reafon for con-.
ginuing in the Interefts of the late
King, but having never bin pardon’d.
I woud not be miftaken ; there
have bin general Pardons with glo-
-rious Preamoles, butall clogg'd with
unforgiving Claufes. There wasa
~Time when it was neceffary for
-King William to enquire who were
his Enemies, and I fear he found
S fuch
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fuch. Tampering then, a5 Thewys gex
ceflity eoougly for. Qblivion. none.
But 1t is. oot fis F thoyid infilt- too,
.much on thjs Hint.  Sog, Wlugs:
"may peobably. ftand, in:nged: of uluk
Grace, tho not in fuch numbers as
the Tories; and if his Majefty fhall -
think it proper to grant one, I
hope it will be (as the Bifhop of
Salisbury words it) according to the
compafs of Royal Clemency, and
fuch as will: let his moft inveterat
-Enemies fee that they- deferve no
Tendernefs if they remain fo. If
there be Men who never ought to
be forgiven, they fhou’d be except-
ed by name: for otherwife tis un-
avoidable but multudes muft think
themfelves deftin’d for Punifhment,
who are not the Perfons concernd ;
and al]l thefe will naturally be er-
‘deavoring to fubvert the Goveri-
- ment, as the only wayto preferve

themfelves. Such pardons (.o
feldom given by Tyrants) have bia
always eafily obtau’d in free Go-
vernments ; for if the Difafrelld
are thereby reconcild, the grand

P(u::li



oint is gaind ; but if, after fo much

dulgence and Lenity, they fhowd
enter on any new Praftices, they
deferve to be doubly puniflvd, for
their Treafon and Ingratitude.

. CHAPR
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CHAP. VIIL

The ill Effeéis of Parties on all
2 onr for'e:i Aﬁ;zir.r.

E com now to confider the

ill Effe@s of Parties on our

foren Affairs ; and ’tis very cer-.
tain that every thing attemted a-
‘broad to our Prejudice or Difhonor,
has proceeded from an opinion that
our Broils at Home leave us neither
Force nor Leifure to right our
felves. For examples hereof, I fhall
never forget the Menaces of certain
People to call thofe to an account
~who advisd the fending a Squadron
to the Mediterranean, in the year
1695, tho the Confequence was
“very honorable and advantageous
to the Nation : and the like Speech-
cs
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es were utterd at the going of
the laft Squadron to the Baltick,
tho’ the glorious progrefs of the
i King's Arins be wholly ows
ing, to that feafonable and powerful
Atbftance ; for hereby he was ena-
bled i fo fhort a {pace to beat
two Kibgs‘and 4 ‘forhtidable Em<
perer, to {veak nothing of fhew=
ing cur ftfength: in thofe Seas,
which makes our “orders revers
’d, our friedd(hip courted, and
our diipleafure dreaded. This Spi=
‘rit of 'Codtiadif¥ion ‘bérween the
Paréies ‘may ‘be exéemplify’d in a
“thoufand éther inftances ; and 'tho
“in manz “Cifés /it ‘proves ‘danger-
“Biis to ‘the ‘Nativh, 'yet T wouwd
"Charitably Hope ‘that -{o'détefted a
'inifehief ’is ‘not ‘dlways intended,
'tho “paiticular ‘Refentments do of=
ten infenfibly 'procede’to-a general
Difeontént. -But if ‘we -continue
‘thus ditnded at Home, catching at
‘oppoftunities and -fing advantages
‘over ‘one-another, how is ‘it poili-
‘ble for ‘us to exett our Power a-
‘broad, “either to - keep ‘the Balance
‘of Eurvope equal, - or ito :fecure the

Protes
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ftant Religion ? As for the Balance,
we muft undoubtedly do our beft
to preferve it fteddy, or if the reft
of Europe falls into oge Scale, we
muft foon be depreft by the irre-
fiftible Weight ; and it we ftand
by, as unconcern’d Spettators, till
this work is don, the greateft fa-
vor we muft expect {rom our Neutra-
lity, will be, like Tlyffes in the Cave
of Polyphemus, to be laft devourd,
‘which is but a miferable and un-
manly Confolation. In the prefent
jun@ure of Affairs the thing moft
to be feard is a Union between
France and Spain, which of courfe
‘deftroys not only all or the beft part
of our Trade, but alfo our Liberty,
‘and that of all the reft of Earope.
The Houfe of Auftria was not near
“fo powerful formerly,by reafon of the
‘Divifions in Germany, as {uch a U-
“nion ‘will render the Houfe of Boar-
“bon, there being/ no diftin&t Sove-
‘rainty now in Framce, and the Spa-
niards not able of themfelves to
be troublefom if they wowd. And
that the French will lofe no cppor-
“tunity of effeCting it,-paft and prefent

Expe-



Experience will not let us doubt;
for they never yet ftuck at any
Leag-e or Treaty, when once the

thought themfelves able to brea{
it, woich fliou’d make all others
;oyn together to take it out of their
vower. They have bin ever ob-
ferv’d ©o have great and afpiring
Thoughes, to which they are in-
ci’d by the extent and fruitfulnefs

ortheir Territories, the multitude of -
their People,  and coniequently the
immentc Revenues of their Kings,
by which they are enabled to keep
vait numbers of ‘Troops always on
Foot, the Goods and Perfens of
their Sabjelts being intirely at their
difpofal.  Nor have they ever fail’d
to make ufe of this mighty power ;
for at all Times they have bin in-
croaching on their Neighbors, reft-
lefs 1n their Actions as well as their
Humors, and conftant difturbers
oi° Mankind, without ever being a-
ble ro fet any bounds to their Am-
o oon.  The French (fays the Ba-
o0 £’ 1%/ in his Buckler of State
aud Jultice) cover Harbors in Spain,
Leagues 1n 1the Empire, Factions in Po-

" land,
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land, Wars i» England a»d Holland,
Paffes intoItaly, and the foverain Arbis
trage every where.  Their Quiet confifts
in the Trouble of all others, and their
Advantage in the public Calamities;
Wherfore it will be always the In-
tereft of Eargpe, but above all others
+ of England, to oppofe the French De-
figns, it having bin an uncontro-
verted Maxim with us hitherto, that
France muft never be [uffer’d to grow
too great. How much lefs ther-
fore are their projefts to be’ in-
courag’d by us, in a%tually gi-
ving them any Help, or denying
effettual Affiftance to their Enemies.
They have bin faithlefs in their Pro-
mifesand Treaties, as may be prov’d
by a thoufand Inftances : infolent,
imperious, barbarous, and inexora-
ble Conquerors ; but in adverfe
Fortune the moft abjet, obfequious,
and fervil flatterers in the World: -
The way to preferve our Trade,
to maintain our Soverainty in the
Seas, or to affert our Title to the
Kingdom of France, is not {0 ena-
ble them to extend their Dominions
any where ; but leaft of all into the

L ' Nether-
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Netherlands, the Mediserranean, oOf
the Weft-Indies. Wedo at prefent

as we have for fom years paft, find
the fad effe@s of Charles the Se-
cond’s betraying the Nation by help-
ing them to Models of Ships, to
Carpenters, Timber, and Officers
to train up their undifciplin'd Sea-
men, and to teach ’em the Art of
Rigging out their Fleets : where-
as, 'tis well known that Queen E-
lizaberh wou'd not let - Henry the
Fourth, tho® her intimat Friend,
build any Ships of Force without
her Permiffion. But by whatever
fteps the Fremch arriv’d to their
Greamnefs, we muft not aban-
don our felves, but rather endea-
vor with all our might to bring
down their Pride, or at leaft that
they do not grow ftill fironger and
ftronger, till it be out of our pow+
er to cope with them ; and this will
infallibly happen, if we fuffer their
prefent Conjuntion with Spaiw.”Tis
true, that in confideration of our
‘Trade, we muft avoid as much as
may be a War with the latter, and
- ifthey be abus’d by the Fresch, or

3 : oppreft
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oppret by their new King, wé
ought to give them all poffible af-
fiftance: but if they join with the
French, we muft not hefitat to op-
pofe them, fince it is much better to

ave one Branch of our Trade in-
terrupted for forn Time, than to
haye all Commerce for ever de-
ftroy'd. I fhall hint at the mieans
of ftopping the progrefs of the Fremch
Greatnefs, after I have briefly con:
fiderrd the eother Maxim we have -
in relation to'foren Afhairs, to keep

England the head of the Proteftant '

Intereft all over the World. I hope
I need not fpend many words to
perfwade Englifbmen that Popery
in general is an extra& of what<
everis Ridiculous, Knavifh, or Im-
gious in all Religions ; that it is -
Prieftcraft arrivd at the higheft Per-
fetion ; that it contains peculiar
abfurdities never known in any o-
ther perfwalion; and that it is the
moft infolent impofition that ever
wasmade on the Credulity of Man-
kind. I might here truly.reprefent
the mifchievous influence of this a=
bominable Superftition on the Morals
Ls and
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and Under&andings of its Profeffors ;
how it fubjes ’em to all manner of
Tyranny and Oppreffion ; drains their
Purfes, as well as deprives them of
their Reafon ; how molt of its Do-
&rines are calculated for the advan-
tage of the Priefts ; what authority
thefe exercife over the Laity ; their
Idolatry, Hippocrify , IL.icentiouf-
nefs, and Cruelty: but I fhall only
fay with one of our own Contry-
men , + That if either Blafphemys a-
ganft God, or Tyranmys over Men
if either the defacing the Ideas of the
Deity, or corrupting the principles of Vir-
tue and moral Flonefly 5 if “either the
[fubverting the foundations of natural
Religion, or the overthrowing the moft
effential Articles of the Chriftian Faith
if eitber the moft avow'd and bold af<
fronts offer’d to Heaven, or the bloodieft
andmoft brutaloutrages executed again

the beft of Men : if all thofe be fufficient

——

. % Some Refle&ions on a Difcourfe, call’d, God
Alvice to the Church of Englund.

to
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to preclude a Party from the bexcfir of Li-
berty due to people in religions macters,
I am fure nore have reajon o challerge
it in bebalf of the Papifls, nor canfe
to complain if it be denyd them. Yhey
have not only con({antly refus'd to
tolerat any other Perfuafion, but,
wherever they are Mafters, they have
murther’d,maffacr’d, and exterminat-
ed with Fire and Sword all that dit~
fent from them on any fcore : nor
“wasitever known that any popifh
Prince forbore perfecuting his Prote-
{tant Subjeéts, or keptany Faith with
them, when he thought he might do
it without running any risk ; for they
~are madeto believe that nothing muft
obftruét. the advancement of Holy
Church. And herewe may refolve
-Sir William Coventry’s {ubjet of ad-
‘miration, which Iqueftion not but
he knew himfelf very well, tho he -
‘thought it fafer at that time to let o-
‘thersdivine than for him to exprefs it:
X I cannot hinder my felf (fayshe)

¥ Chara&er of a Trimmer.

L3 Jirem



N d< I} ) fide 'hv
m & [mall digreffion, t0 confider with
tdomirat{'oﬂ tha;g the old Lady of Rome,
 with all ber wrinkles, [bow’d yet have
charms able to [ubdue Grear Princes; [o
far from bandfom, and yet fo imperiz
‘ous’y [o painted, and yer [o pretending.
After having abasd, de{o's’d, and mtir=
therd fo mamy of her Lovers, (be ftill
finds others glad and proud of their new
Chains. Athing fo firange toindiffe-
rent judges, that thofe, who will allow
no other Miracles ‘in the Chirch of
Rome, muft needs grant that thisis one
not to be contefted " She fits in her Shop,
and fells at dear Rates ber Rattles and
Hobby-horfes, whilft the deluded world
[Fill continues to furnifb ber with Caffo-
mers. But the Reafon is plain, for
the Clegy of Rome, on condition
that Princes eftablifh their Power
and extirpat Herefie, makes them
arbitrary over their Subjefts, and,by
* virtue of their influenceé on the Con-
fciences of their Votarys, they main-
tain this unjuft Power as long as
Princes fupport their Ufurpations o-
~ver the Laity. Whatever occafion
_the Prince has for Mony, the Priefts
can
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can make it the Caufe of the Church;
and what the unlimited Power of the
former cou’d net difcover, the fpiri-
tual Authority of the latter €an eafi-
ly produce, and make it be granted
witha willing mind. Suchas thefe
are the advantages by which Princes
are temted to efpoufe the Romas
Superftition : for tho fom Proteftant
Princes have altually fet up arbitra-
ry power,and others have madelarge
eps that way, yet the principles of
the Reformation are naturally againft
it ; becaufe the more knowlege any
cople have, the more they value Li-
erty, which makes them of courfe
the lefs difpos’d to be flaves, and
therfore averfe to Popery, whichof
all Tyrannys is the moft irationaland
infupportable, As it is harder ther-
_fore to bring Proteftants undet the
yoke than Papifts; fo itis more dif-
ficult to introduce Popery inte a
Commonwealth than into a Monar-
chy. A Commonwealth is never in
Love,and fonot to be feduc’d by fine
Women ;aCommonwealth is nevera
Minor, nor fubject to the doating of
| old
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old Age; a Commonwealth has no
Favorits, and cannot be deceiv’d by
Minifters to a Party ; a Common-
~ wealth cannot marry a Popifh Queen,
~ nor be brib’d in the whole, which
makes it difficult or ufelefs to cor-
ruptany part ; when a Common-
wealth is ftubborn it cannot be poy-
fon’d or aflaflinated ; and the people
are not difturb’d by dubious Titles
to the Succeflion , which in feveral
places intirely alters both Religion
and Government. Thefe are fo many
difpofitions wanting tofavor the ma-
chinations of the Papifts, which is
thereafon, that, when they defpaird
of feeing the Royal Family reftord,
they were {o earneft with Oliver
Cromwel to make himfelf King ; not-
careing who wore the Crown, on
condition there were fom Monarch
onthe Throne. And yet fo befotted
are fom people by Education, Cu-
ftom, or privat Intereft, that they
are often heard to fay they wou’d
rather fee England an abforute Mo-
narchy than the moft glorious Re-
public, as in the late Reigns they -
were taught to fay that they wouwd
B - fooner
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fooner be Papifts than Presbyterians.
*Tis well known that fom great Men
have quitted the Poteftant Intereft on
fuch worldly and wicked motives,
and that Princes begin of late to find
out this fecret of governing meore
than ever. The Elettor of Saxony
has quitted his Religion for the
Crown of Poland, and conftituted a
Popifh Statholder to protet the Con-
fe(lion of Ausbarg in his own Con-
try. Thereisa Popifh Adminiftrator
in Curland during the Minority of
the prefent Duke; before the King
of Denmark had fet a Popith Gover-
nor over his capital City of Copenbha-
bzégen, many people talkt doubtfully
of his Religion: but I hopethe King

" of Pruffia was unjuftly fufpected on

the account ot this new Dignity; and
that the ninth Eletorat is no byafs
on the Duke of Hanover. We all
know the barbarities e:zecuted on the
Reform’d both in France and in the
Palatinat, with the dangers that
threaten them in many other places of
Germany : from which ’tis very plain
that we muft now take vigorous
‘ ’ ' mea-



meafures, both to keep the Balance
of Europe fteddy, and to preferve the
Proteftant Intereft. The Empire and
France are the two great contending
Powers, and, tho we are lefs than
cither of them, yet we have often
thrown the Scale on what fide we
pleasd ; and feem’d to make the
greateft figure of all, in being arbi-
ters of their Difputes, and the difpo-
fers of their Fate. Time was when
the common Good requir’d our oppo-
fition to theHoufe of Auffria,and the
fame reafon calls for us to fide with
it now againft thatof Bourbon, which
for a confiderable time hasbid faireft
for the univerfal Monarchy. As
King Fames 1. was cajol’d by the arts
of Spain, fothe late Kings were be--
com Penfioners to France, and cou’d
not head the Reformation abroad,
when they were laboring with all
their might to fet up Popery at home.
_But now we have a King who is
known to be a zealous Proteftant,
bound byno ingagement or inclinati-
nations to either of thefe Potentats,
except as he finds himfelf direted by
the Caufe of Religion and Liberty.
' The
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The only Men that would have us to
continue unconcern’d fpeftators, are
fuch as wifh to fee the French King
powerful enough to impofe what
King on us he pleafes, and perhaps to
provide for usas hehasdon for Spain.
But all others, of all Orders and
Conditions, are for a War, even the
Merchangs themfelves, who well
know thatit is much better for them
to fuffer fom fhort interruption in
any part of their Commerce, tharn
to lofe at once to a barbarous enemy
all they have already got, and the
hopes of ever gertiig any more.
Wherfore I believe that no Force
can be thought too great 1o be
- given the King by Sea, which is
our natural Element; a fure Proteti-
on toour Trade, and the beft way t6
a;mo{ our Poes either by bombard-
ing their maritim Towns, ravaging
their Coalts, deftroying their Har-
bors, and burning their Ships, with
the like AQions beft perform’d this
Way. Butthe Fleet muft be under.
fom other regulations and manage-
ment than for feveral years paft, or

~ the
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the fuccefs will be fatal, and the peo-
ple unwilling to ingage. What the
united force of the Dztch and us may
perform in the Ocean, Mediterrane-
~ an, and the Weft-Indies, is not hard
to imagin. Asfor raifing of Money,
there isno queftion to be made but the
Nation is richer than ever, and the
People will readily advance the ne-
ceffary fums, on condition they be
firft convinc’d of the necefity ;
next fecur’d in the Credit on which
they have lentfo much before ; and, -
laftly, be perfwaded that what they
give fhall be apply’d to the ufes they
defign. ’Tis too ungrateful aTheme
to revive the memory of our paft
Mifmanagements, tho, I am afraid,
the Impunity of thofe who have fo
wickedly impos’d on the public,
may incourage themfelves and others
to procede again in the {fame curfed
practices : Nor is- there any thing
that damps the Spirit of the Nation
more, than to fee what vaft fortunes
have bin rais’d during the laft War,
and while the Nation was run {o
terribly in debt; not only by the
great
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great Officers, but even by the moft
beggaily, obfcure, and worthlefs
wretches in fubordinat or inferior
Imployments. Butwe fhall be eas’d
of a vaft charge if the Parlament ap-
proves of the proje&t of fom Mer-
chants (fuccefsfully try’d before by
the Dutch) which is that on' the
Government’s bearing theTenth part
of the charge, or thereabouts, they’ll
fit out a fufficient number of Ships
of Force, on condition they be let
loofe on the Weft Indses, and not un-
der the neceflity of receiving orders
from our Miniftry, but to ait where
and when, as often and as vigorouf-
ly as they can again(t the Enemy : nor
cow’d fuch an undertaking fail on
many accounts, efpecially confidering
the affiftance of Men, Ammunition,
Provifions, and Ports, they muft
receive in thefe numerous Settlements
we have alrecady in dmerica ;  all
which, and a great many other con-
veniences, were wanting to theDurch,
when, in the Infancy of their flate,
-their Merchants made a piratical
War on the Spaniards 1n the Eaft-
Iwdies,
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Indies,- where they beat both
them and the Porrugueze, then
under one and the fame Govern:
ment: But the Scheme of this
important bufinefs will appear in a
better light, when offer’d to public
Confideration by the Perfons concer-
n’d. T muft only hint to my Rea-
ders by the way, that fuppofing this
aroie& be incourag’d (for of its pras

icablenefs there can be no reafon
to doubt) then we are at Liberty to
a& with all our united Force in the
Ocean, in the Mediterranean, in the
Baltick or wherfoever befides there
may be,occafion in Ewrgpe, without
being oblig’d, as heretofore, to fend a-
ny ‘Squadrons to the other World.
As for the Land-Forces to be ims
ploy’d by usabroad in cafe of a War,
I am not fure that the Parlament
will be for any, the bent of the Na-
tion being altogether to have the Sea
for our fhareand Province of AGion ;
but if it fhould be found neceffary to
fend Troops to Flanders, or elfwhere;
we may for our Mony hire as ma-
By Switzers, Germans, or Danes as we
plcafe,
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pleafe, and at a much eafiér rate thar
Englifpmen will ferve. Befides that
hereby all the Difputes, Difficulty,
or Envy of Disbanding them is as
voided, being to be paid and difs
arm’d_in another Contry, where, if
they fhould be unwilling to difperfe,
we are in no danger to be hurt b
them. Nor let any perfon think that
the premiffes are in the leaft incone
fiftent with what has bin lately
urg’d againft keeping flanding Ar-
mies on footin time of Peace. 1 was
one of that opinion, and like to con«
* tinue in it as long as I retain any re«

ard to Liberty, which will be as
Fong as I live, or am capable to
make a true ufe of my reafon: bug
no Body fure wasever fo weak asto
think, thatin time of War whether
we were t0 offend others or defend
our felves, we cou’d do either of
thefe without a fufficient Force of one
- fort or other. And here I would
put certain Perfons in mind of our
Militia, with which they made no
little noife during the conteft about
the Army, but after it wasonce dis-

banded
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disbanded, we heard no more of Arm=-
ing and Training all the Frecholders

and Men of Property in England,

which at that Time was the mo-

difh Phrafe. The makingof our Mi-
litia ufeful has bin hitherto opposd

by two forts of Men, fuch as are nei-
ther for this nor an Army, becaufe

they would leave the Natiop ex-
posd to their Friends on t’other fide
the Water ; and thofe who are for

keeping us undifciplin’d and contem-
tble to fhew the neceflity of Mer-
“enary Troops. I fhowd be forry

to rank {om People, of whom I have
f::1l a good opinion, with either of
thefe Parties; bur be this as it hap-
pens, | am confident the Parlament
will allow no other new Forces but
the Mulitia (asit 1s, or may be made)
in England. Now to return, if this
be a digreffion; we have an oppor-

tunity put into our hands, which we
rather {lipt, I hope, than negletted
of late, to our great Danger and In-
famy, I mean to make good terms
for the Proteftants abroad. This is
always expetted from Ewgland as the
) ‘ Sup-
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Support and Head of the Reformatiori
nor wasit forgot even by the Ufur-
per Cromwel. We need not queftion
but that the Emperor,if we think fit to
infift on it, will remit ofhis feverity
againft his own Subjets in Huzngary,
Bohemia,and Efewhere : he can obtain
the fame thing of the EleCtor Palatin,
and in other Places of Germany;
and reafons of State at Home, as well -
asthe neceffity of our prefent Afli-
ftance, muft induce him to this good
. Difpofition. But if there fhou’d be a
religious War, the Proteftants will
have Recourfe to the vitorious Kin
of Sweden, as a fecond Guffavas, an
Guarantee of the Treaty of Weftpha-
lia: for which Reafon we ought as
little to fee that Prince : ftript of his
Dominions in Germany, as {uffer the
French to keep poffeflion of Flanders.
Ifitbe objetted that the united powers
of France and Spain are formidable ,
that the Difcontented are numerous at
Home, and that our Allies abroad are
Uncertain ; to begin with the latter,
we are fure at leaft of the Datch,
who are as hearty Encmies to France
and as Zealous friends to the Protes

: M ftang
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ftant Religion, ascan be wifht, As
for the Reft, let us remember that
Queen Elizabeth , when the Papifts
were more numerous than both they
and the Jacobites are now, without
any foren Allies but thofe who fubfi-
fted by her Power, in daily fears of
her Life from bloody popifh Affaf=
~ fins,and theQueen of Scot/and pretend- -
a better Right to the Englith Crown; -
yet this incomparable. Queen Elizabeth
reduc’d her rebellious Subjeéts of Ire-
land to Obedience, kept all things
quiet at Home, fupported the Infant
. States of Holland, the King of Navarre,
and the Proteftant Princes of Germany ;
fhe made War on the King of Spain
in Ewrope and the Indies, promoted the
Reformation at Home and abroad,
chofe the ableft and wifeft of her Sub-
je€ts into her Miniftry, and in all o- ..
ther Refpeéts deferv’d that venerati-
on which is gratefully paid to her
Memory. I under fuch circumftans
ces thefe glorious Atchievments, and
more than I bave mention’d, were
p:rform’d by a Woman, how much
g cater exploits may we promife our
iclves from the prefent King, confider-

ing
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ing our Advantages above that
Time. In effe@, all the powers of
Europe are now ata ftand; The Dutch
wait with Impatience the Refolutions
- of our Court, the two mighty
- contending Powers expe& to Eave
their Fate decided by the Oracles we
fhall pleafe to utter, the Northern
Crownsare ready to embrace our In-
~“tereft, the Princes of Iraly will de<
¢lare when we encourage them, and
even the Pope of Rome will take his
meafures from the Pdrlamert of Eng-
land. 'This peculiar Greatnefs of be-
ing the Umpires of Princes, and in-
clining the Balance to the fide we fa-
vor, 1s owing to our happy fituation,

~ the Liberty of our Government, our

immenfe Trade and Wealth, but a-
bove all other caufes to the noble
Genius of our People; notwithftand:
ing what is no lefs impertinently than
{candaloufly urg’d to the contrary
in a Libel lately publifht; intitul’d;
‘The true born Englithman; °Tis 2
firange way ot making Court tothé
King to perfwade him that bis Subs
‘jebts are not fit to be KflrURCd’ whieh
: 2 i
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is given for a reafon why he imploys
fo many Foreners ; nor has my Lord
Portland, the Hero of his Panegyric,
any great reafon to be thankful to
the Author., What he fays of our
mixt Origin difcovers. his Ignorance,
as well as his Malice, no race being
- counted the werfe for that, but ra-
ther to improve. There never was
any Contry, worth contending for,
without fuch a confluence of many Na-
tions. The Inhabitants of New Holland
may boait long enough of their pure
Genealogies, without ever being the
more efteem’d ; and thofe Nations
in Earope, which are known to have
the leaft of mixture, are the moft in-
confiderable and contemtible. What
refleCts on the laft Parlament will
not be left uncenfur’d by the pre-
fent ; and the Juftice of no wife
Nation can ever fuffer the Reputa-
tion of any privat Man to be fo
handl'd as we find Sir Charles Dun-
comp: for the party who laugh at
it to day may be fervid in that man-
ner themfelves to morrow, fince
there are Poets, Wits, and hack-
. ’ nY
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ny Pens enough to be hir’d on all
fides.. But Ihave faid too much per-
haps on this Subje&: and therefore
I (ﬁall"conclude this Chapter with an
Anfwer to thofe who likea War the
worfe if the Court be forit, as fuf-
pecting they muft have fom privat
ends to ferve by it, and not defign the
Benefit of the Public. For my part
~part I diflike no good Thing let the
Courtiers be never fo much for it, be-
fides that the War cannot bethe worfe
for their concurrence, whatever it may
be for:their Manaﬁement, fince itis
not impoflible for them to be fom-
times in the Right, and . that it is
alwaysinour power to keep them to
their good Behavior.if we pleafe. But
after all,I don’t find that the Minifters
are for a War, whatever may bethe
Sentiments of the King,who can never
_have any feparat Intereft from his
People. . ) ’ .-

M3 CHAP
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'CHAP IX

The only Remedy againft all the
Michief of Paytys, is a Par-
lament equally Conflituted.

fom Arguments for ftated annual
arlaments ; Thave there likewife de-
“clar’d my Thoughts about the beft
way of makKing our Regx;efentation _
- equal, of preventing Bribery or Ex-
pences at Eletions, and the Growth
of privat Penfioners. Buttill fuch
or better methods are legally eftab-
lif’d, we have no hopes of prefer-
ving our ancient Conftitution , our
Liberty and Property, the Proteftant
Religion, or the prefent Government.
Had thefe thoughts bin publifh’d
(as they were 1ntended) before
the late Ele&tions, I fhou’d have
offer’d fom Advice tothe Ele&o:.s tg
en

JN the fourth ChapterI have given
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fend thofe to reprefent them who
would do themfelves Honor, Service
to their Contry,and deferve the Praife
~ and Imitation of Pofterity. I hope

in a little time we’ll all ﬁave good
reafop to fay that they have made
fuch a defirable Choice, which in-
.courages me to add in this place a
point or two of the higheft Impor-
tance, which I purpofely omitted in

the fourth Chapter, and which, in

~ my opinion, might go very near ta
. bring our Parlaments to the maft per-
- fe& Conftitution. The firft ot thefe
isthe Qualifying Bill, fom years ago

paft by the Commons and rejetted by

the Lords. = Certainly none ought

to be chofen for a County but fuch

--ashave either in Pofleffion or Rever-
fiona confiderable Eftatein it'; nor
for a Burrough, except he be Refi-
ant, orthat he has fom Eftate in the
County in prefent or Expectancy.
That Bill provided none to be chofen
Knights of the Shire under five hun-
dx‘eg pounds per annum, nor for Bur-
. roughs ‘who had not two hundred
pounds per annam fomwhere within
the County, with certain Conditions
- 4 in
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in favor of mony’d Men. And in-
deed how can it be expeled that
fuch asare perfelt ftrangerstoa place
fhowd underftand the Grievances of
it, or, grant they be truly inform’d,
will they be fo earneft or fomuch con-
cern’d to redrefs them, as thofethat
have an Intereft on theSpot? I am
apt to believe it was not the Reafon
of the Thing, but the difficulty of
otherwife pafling the Bill, that al-
low’d any Difpenfations for mony’d
Men without Land, and who confe-
quently have no firm pledg in Exg-
land to anfwer for their Behavior;
- but may, like Sir William Brown the
other day, remove their Effets into
another Contry in four and twenty
hours, and follow themfelves the
next Night, The Doors of the Ro- -
manSenat ( as of all others well con-
ftituted among the Ancients) was
fhut againft thofe who had not an
Eftate to a certain value, on dimini-
thing or fpending of which they were
removable out of the Houfe by the
Cenfors , and to be degraded from
their Nobility. But to manifeft the
gternal Power of Reafon and good
R . Secnfe,




Senfe, longafter their Liberty was
deftroy’d, and that Beggars, Slaves,
Players, Buffoons, Soldiers, and Bar-
barians, were created Senators by

the tyrannical Emperors; yet under .

Trajan a good Prince, who wou’d
have reftor'd the Commonwealth but
- that hedurft' not for the Army, the
Senat actually refum’d their ancient
privilege of reftraining all Ele@ions
in Aflemblys of Truft to Men of E-
ftates in their Contry. Themanner
is finely expreft by Pliny the younger
(oneof their Body) to hisfriend . Ve-

pos 5 and becaufe it . dos not only-

relate to this Qualification by Land,
but alfo to expences at Elcgibns,. I
fhall here infert the whole Letter
bothin Latin and Englifh. .~
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et

C. Plinius Nepoti. S. Lib,
6. EP. 19.

Cis tu pretium accelfifJe agris, pre-
cipue /ﬁhlfbmi: ? Caufa [ubite
caritatis, res multis agitata [ermoni-
bus, proximis Comitiis honeftilfimas
woces [enatui expre(Jt, Candidati ne con-
" wiventur, ne mittant Munera, ne pe-
gunias depomant, ex quibus duo priora
tam aperte quams immodice fiebant :
boc Tertium, ‘%::mqudm occultaretur,
pro comperto habebstwr.  Homulus de-
inde nofter ufus vigilanter boc Confen-
Ju Senatus, [ententie boco poftulavit ut
Confules Defiderium univerforum no-
_ tum princips facerent o peteremtque, (i-
cut aliis vitiis, buic quoque providen-
tia fus occurerres,  Oceurrit; nam fum~
» tus
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tus Candidatorum fedos & infames
Ambitus Lege refrinxit ; eofdem pa~
trimonii tertiam partem conferre julfit
in ea que folo continerentur ;. deforme
arbitratus (ut erat) Honorem petita-
yos, wrbem, ltaliamque, nompro pasria,
fed pro Hofpisio aut flabulo, quafi pe-
regrinantes habere.  Concurfant ergo
Candidasi certatim © quicquid vengle
audiunt, emtitant 3 us fit quoque plura
venalia, efficiunt, Proinde [i panitet
te Italicorum prediorum, hoc vendends
- Tempus tam Hercule quam_in provin-
ciis comparandsi,dum iidem Candidatiil-
bic venduns wt bic emant. Vale.

Caiys
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Caius Pliny to Nepos,
| Health.

) O you know that the price
Lands is rifen, efpecially

near this City, The caufeof this
fudden dearnefs, which is the fub-
je&t of much Difcourfe, did at the
laft meeting of the Senat occafion
feveral moft excellent Speeches,
Importing, That the Candidats at
Ele&ions fhou’d neither Treat, nor
make Prefents, nor lay out any Mo-
ny. Thetwo firft of thefe Abu-
fes were not lefs exceffively than
openly pra&ticd ; and the third,
notwithftanding the care us'd to
conceal it, was a thing taken for
grant-
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granted. . Now our Friend Homa-
lus, having diligently improv’d this
. unanimous Agreement of the Se-
nat, mov’d for a Refolution that
the Confuls fhou’d be order’d to
acquaint the Prince with the defires
of them all; and to pray him, that,
according to hisufual vigiiance, he -
would corret thisas be had other dif-
orders. 'The Emperor Affented :for
he put a ftop to thofe bafe and in-
- famous Expences of the Candidats -
by a Law againft Canvafling, and
oblig’d them to qualify themielves
by laying out on Land a third part
of their Eftates ; efteeming it a
very fhamcful thing (as indeed it
wgs) that fuch as are defirous of
this Honor fhowdlive in Reme and
Italy, not as in their Contry, but
as in a Lodging, or like Travellers
in an Inn. The Candidats here-
upon out-bid one another every
where, and buy up whatever they
are inform’d is to be fold : info-
much that many now part with
their Lands who did not think of
doing it before. If you are Wcl:a,ry
- ther-
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therfore of your Farms in Iraly,
this is certainly your Time of put=
ting them off to Advantage, as well
as of buying in the Provinces; while

the Candidats are felling there to

purchafe here. ,
) Parewel.

LET this examplebe follow’d,and
we fhall quickly fee the good Ef-
_felts of it in the Parlament, from
whence they will naturally fpread
themfelves all over the Nation. T
will not infit on the necefiity
of it now more than ever, the
reafons. being obvious to Men
of any Confideration ; but this I
dare venture to Prophefy, that if
the prefent Parlarhent will not do
themfelves the Honor of paffing the
qualifying A&, that the rext may
think it the higheft duty they ow to
their Contry. It were likewife to
be wifh’d that the Ele&ions in Bur-
roughs fhould be all brought on
one foot’ thro-out the Nation; wher-

as now fom are chofen by a felett
| oum-




- (113)
ntimber, fom by all the Inhabitants, |
and others by thofe only who pay
Scot and Lot. This is'a conftant |
fpring to furnifhMatter for Petitions, '
and T have feen my felf at Comittees,
Precedents alledg’d on both fides for
oneand thefimePlace, which makes
Eletions uncertain, and to depend
* wholly on the Number and Affecti<
~onsof a Party. The faireft way, in

any unprejudic’d man’s opinion with
omI ever converfl, is to make!
 all thofe to be the Ele&ors who pay |
to Church and Poor ;butthis (as aﬁ ‘
the reft) is fubmitted to the Wif-
dom of his Majefty and both Hou-
- fes, my Eurpofe being only to fhew
 the neceffity of a Uniformity in this
Cafe, without determining any
thing as to the Manner.  Som-
~ thing has bin don ifi former Parla«
ments both for preventing undue
Ele&ions, and unqualify’d Perfons
getting into . the Houfe ; yet fince
that - time, Experience has fhewn,
that more effe€tual methods are ftill
Wantini.. I am not fure that whas .
Thave briefly offerd in thisand the
- Fourth



) (174) o
Fourth Chapter may be fufficient
for this End, or that theyll go any
great way towards it ; but were
I mafter of fuch Laws as fhou’d in-
fallibly provide for the choice of
thofe Men whofe Charater I ap-
~prove, they fhoud be Perfons of
known Integrity and 4 clear Reputati=
on, able as well ambitious to difcharge
- their Daty ; temperas and induflrious,
not unreafondble [penders or [avers ; true
to the caufeof Liberty andthe Protefiant
Religion ; independent of the Court in
Places, Peufions or Expectations ; nei-
ther violint Abettors of the late Kings,
nor the flubborn Oppoférs no more than
the flavilh Proflitutes of his prefent
Majefty 5 but moderas in all Times,
~and as much for the Toleration now, as
then againft Perfecation ; Men of a
peaceable difpofition, not fworn to any
Party or Faction 5 [uch as have com-
petent Fortunes to fecure “em from Sus
Spition or Temtation, to maintain their
Charaéter  untainted and always the
Jame. Yrom fuch as thefe, or the .
likeft them that can be found, may
we reafonably expect all thofe Laws
* w hich
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which are yet wanting to improve
and fettle our civil Conftitution, to
bring us into a better Temper or
. Unioa inallour differences, to make
the Militia ufeful, reftore the Re-
putation of the Fleet, increafeTrade,
incourage Manufaltures, maintain
our Glary Abread, reforsn our Man-
ners at Home,and render us at once
the Terror and Envy of the World.
Such as thefe will not be frighted
out of their Duty by the Frowns,
nor brib’d by the Favors of 2 Mo-
. ng;dl.; a::lhey nlﬁ:ng’?e 4_‘il'::;xc’«:l by
t Applaufe,fo they-cannot
:bem%?}flhy pular Hatzed ; they’li
own she 1 LCavle when at-
tended with the moft uarepucahle
or daxgifgous Circumftagces, andin
allconditions prove conftantas well
asaffe@ianat Lovers of their Cantry.



Conclufion,.

Y Could fay much more on all the
. foregoing Heads, and perhaps

with greater advantage to the Subject
and my own Reputation; but in
this ftrange conjunture of Affairs
’tis the moft I cou’d do in a few
days Retirement, nor was that lit-
tle Time without fom interrupti-
ons. Provided the matter has in
any degree the Effetts intended,
I fhall be the lefs concern’d forany
want of Art which Hafte may occa-
fion in the performance; and if this
Parlament be of that healing Dif-
pofition which alltrue Patriots moft
heartily defir¢, fomthing may be

offerd that may not be altogether

impraticable nor unfatisfattory to-
o wards




(177) :
wards abolithing thofe fatal Diftin.
&ions of Whig and Tory, and
making us at leaft bear withoneano-
ther in Religion where we cannot
agree. . Such a piece muftbe with-
outall Refentment, or {hewingany
more approbation of one fide than
another. ’Tis confeft I have bin
oblig’d to follow fomwhat a dif-
ferent Condué&t on the prefent oc-
cafion, becaufe the Partiesare not

yet calmly difposd to an Accom- .

modation, but rather more violent-
ly inflam’d than for along while
paft ; nor woud it be difficult,
were it as fafe or {eafonable, to dif-
cover by. what Intriegues, and to
ferve what Ends their Heats are

reviv’d. Tho both Faftions are.
in feveral Things to be equally -

blam’d, yetI believe there’s no Bo-
dy who dos not imagin one of ’em
to be more in the right than the
Other : and T have not difgu’d in
this whofe Difcourfe; which of ’em
has moft Reafon in my Opinion; tho
without palliating their faults, or

charging thofe unjuftly whom I hold
' ’ N2 7 to
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o bemoft irthewrong, DidTfol-
low my maturaf InclimationT fhow’d
be afways for a Neutrality, and I
promife Prtf bg a very indifferent
dge when thectitical Opportuni-
gpgfcnts it felf; but when there’s
# Sedition inr the City, Fthink (with
Solor’y it ought to- be capital for a
Man toremarn an unconcern’d Spe-
&ztror, but that fre fhow’d be necef-
fitated to ingage on the fide he moft
approv’d, as' the fitveft meansto ap-
peafe the Fumult, or tokeep the
beft Party front being over-powr’d.
I fhallend with one paffage of Ro-
man Hiftory very applicable both
to the prefemt Ealtions, and like-
wife to the nnthankful pare P
bear in hopeing to reconcile them.
Som Veteran Legions were the firm
adherents of Jalius Cefar, and yer
after his Death did confiderable {er-
vice to the common Caufe of Li-
berty againft dntony ; butthey be-
c:me infolent by thisnew Credit ,
and were for making ufe of it to
as bad purpofes as when they were
the Creatures of the ‘Tyrant, (ce-
4
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74, who (making a due Allowancs
for Times and Pérfoqs(? ingag’d in
the fame work that I do now, yet
expetled fo little good Effes of his
Indeavors,that in one of his Speeches,
‘he had thefe Expreflions. = Whar{
arewe to_have no Apprehenfions of the
Weterans? for certainly they have 5o
defire themfelvesto be fear’d, But in
wiat pars will they take my Severity ?
Sfor they have heard many falfe Things
reported of me, and were told & world
of forys by villamons Informers. And
Jety. asyou are very true Wisneffes, |
have always promoved sheir Goot by

v O{Zzioﬂ, Intereff,and Eloguence. Bus.

ey believe: wicked perfons, they believe
suvbulent fellows, they belveve” the creq~
tures. of their ownFaition. Tinirae they
are Brave,, yov forswhat £00 fercely va-
luing themfelves on the memory of
thoje things they bmlaf? don for the
Liverty of the: Roman People and the
Safety of the Commonwealth, and they
are indeavoring to turn all our Counils
2o the firengthning of their own Party.
Indeed 1 fear nor their Policy, tho I
dread their violence. But if T (bou’d

_ like-



likewife efcape fuch ‘great Dapgers as
thefe, yet do you think thar my ggfu’rri
canbe [afe ? for when 1 defend my [elf
by your "Authority and after ‘my ufual
manner, and [bew bith my Love and
Conftancy to the Commionwealth, then
fball I have Reifbn to fear not only thife
who hate me, but thofe alfo-who envy
me. o S

+ Quid ! veteranos nén veremur ? nam timerj
fe ne ipft quidem volunt. $ed quonam modo ac-
cipient Severitatem meam ? multa enim falfa de
me audierunt, multa ad eos improbi detulerunt:
Quorum commoda, ‘ut:vos optimi teftes ftis, fem-
per egofententia, - Antoritate, Oratione firmayi :
{ed credunt Improbis, credunt Turbulentis, cre-
dunt feis. Sunt autem fortes illi quidem, fed
propter memoriam rerum, quas geflérunt pro po-

uli Romani Libertate & falute Reipublic2, nimis
eroces, & a-l {uam vim omnia noftra Confilia re-
vocantes. Horum ego Cogitationem non vereor,
Impetum pertimefco. Hzc quoque pericula tantz -
fi effugerc,fatifne tuumRedicum putatis fore?Cum
& veftra autoritate & meo memore defendero,
& meam Fidem Reipublicee Conftantiamque pre-'
ftitero ; tum erunt mihi, non folum hi qui me ode=
runt, {ed illi etiam qui invident, extime{cendi,.

© Phillip. 12.
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