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‘ CHAUP L
A gencral Charalter of the Lady ; the Con-
trivers and Executioners of the Barbarities
which fhe fiffered; and the Authorities from
whence this Story is extralled.

Am going to give a fhort Account, but as
I full as antient Books afford us Materials, of
the Life and Death of Hypatia; who will
‘ever continue the Glory of her own Sex, and the
Difgrace of ours: For the Women have no lefs
Reafon to value themfelves, that there exifted a
Lady of fuch rare Accomplifhments, without the
leaft Blemifh, even as a Foil to her numberlefs
Pertections; than the Men to be athamed, that
any could be found among them of fo brutal and
favage a Difpofition, as, tar from being ftruck
with Admiration at fo much Beauty, Innocence,
‘and Knowledge, to ftain their barbarous Hands
with her Blood, and their impious Souls with the
indelible Character of facrilegious Murderers. A
Bifhop, a Patriarch, nay, a Saint, was the Con-
triver of {fo horrid a Deed, and his Clergy the Exe-
cutioners of his implacable Fury. The Authors
out of whom I collet my Account (and I omit
none that has come to my Knowledge) were either
her Contemporaries, or lived near that Age. One
of them was her School-fellow, another her Scholar.
o A 2 But
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But they who relate the moft odious and flagi-
tious Circumftances, are Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians ;
counted orthodox "in their own Time, as well as
eminently fo by moft in ours. Nor ought we to
forget that feveral of them were Priefts. Toeve
one of them we fhall do the Juftice that their Sin-
cerity or Prevarication deferves, though little re- -
mains to do in this refpect; all being agreed about
the principal Falts, and fome differing only in
Points of no great Importance. They are fuch
Things, as, taken either Way, neither ferve much
to alleviate 2 very bad Caufe, nor to aggravate
what cannot be pollibly made worfe.

C H A P’.” 0.

Alexandria, famous for Learning and Merchar-
dize, but particularly for a School or Academy,
of which Theon, the Father of Hypatia, was

. Maficr. o :

FTER Alexander the Great had founded
Alexandria in Egypt, as the Center of Com-

merce in the Empire he was projecting, this City
foon became a flourithing Mart for Learning as
well as for Merchandize. - The Fame of the
Alexandrian School, and of the Alexandrian Library,
. reached much further than the Name of Alexander
himfelf; or at leaft they carried it, whither it could
never have reached without their Means. This
was the moft proper Tribute, that could in Gra-
titude be paid to the Memory of a Prince fo am-
bitious of Glory: As indeed no private Perfons,
no more than Potentates, will ever do any thing
praife-worthy without the Profpect of a long-lived
: Reputation,
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Reputation, the moft effectual Spur to laudable
and arduous Undertakings. The Succeffion of the
great Men that prefided in this School, may be
learnt out of the Works of thofe, who have pur-
pofely written on fuch Subjeéts. My Defign how-
ever obliges me here to mention one of them,
namely Theon, who governed that Academy with
much Applaufe in the latter part of the fourth.
Century. ~ He was particularly famous for his ex-
tenfive Knowledge in Aftronomy, as the Cata-
logues, made of fuch who excelled in this Science,
abundantly thew. But what has contributed to
render him more illuftrious to all Pofterity, is, that
he was Father to the incomparable Hypatia; whom,
according to the Cuftom of thofe Times, or rather
-prompted by the Encouragement he received from
her own promifing Genius, he educated not only
in all the Qualifications belonging to her Sex; but
caufed her likewife to be initructed in the moft
abftrufe Sciences, which are reputed the proper
Occuparion of Men, - as requiring too much La-
. bour and Application for the delicate Conftitution
of Women. :

C H AP IIL
Philsfopby not ‘an improper.Study for the Female

Sex 5 many of them <ery eminent for their
great Progrels in the Sciences ; particularly
Hyvpatia, who excelled all the Philofophers of

“her Time,

HAT this Notion is a vulgar Prejudice, the
vaft Number of Ladies, who have in every

* 7e diftinguifh’d themfelves by their Profeflions
- or

.~

-
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‘or Performances in Learninig, furnithes an unan-
fwerable Argument. 'Whole Volumes have been’
‘written, containing nothing elfe but the Lives of
fuch Women, as became eminent in all Kinds of
-Literature, efpecially in Philofophy ; which, as it
is the higheft -Perfection, fo it demands the utmoft
Effort of human Nature. But leaving thofe He-
‘roines to the Search of the Curious, I fhall con-
fine myfelf at prefent to one Obje& worthy all Ad-
-miration ; in doing Juftice to'whom, I may be
deemed to write the Panegyric of the whole Sex.
‘We have the unanimous Confent of Synefius, So-
-crates, and Pbhiloftorgius, her Contemporaries ; as
likewife of Damafcius, Nicephorus Gregoras, Nice-
phorus Calliftus, Photius, Suidas, Hefychius lllufiris,
and others, touching the prodigious Learning and
other excellent Accomplifhments of Hypatia. What
is ftill a greater Proof of the Fact, no one Perfon,
or through Ignorance or through Envy, has ever
as much as infinuated the contrary. Socrates the
Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian, an unfuipeted Witnefs,
-fays, T'hat fbe arrived to fuch a Pitch of Learning,
astvery far to exceed all the Philofophers-of ber Time
" to which Nicephorus, alfo an Ecclefiaftical Hifto-
rian, adds, Thofe of other Times. Philofiorgius af-
firms, That fbe was much fuperior to ber Fatber and
Mafter Theon, in what regards Afiromomy. And
Suidas, who mentions two Books of her Writing,
one on the Aftronomical Canon of Diophantus, and
another oz the Conics of Apollonius, avers; That
fhe not only exceeded ber Father in Aftronomy : But
" further, that fbe underftood all the other Parts. of
Philofophy 5 a Thing that will be eafily credited by
thofe, who fhall perufe the Sequel of this Story,
“wherein nothing is advanced without competent
Vouchers.

CHAP
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C H AP IV.
- Hypatia, fucceeds in the Government of the

Platonic School at Alexandria, for which fbe.

was judged Qualified, in Preference to all
the Men of Learning at that Time.

N D truly were notthfs ﬁ{f;ttqr fo well at- .
A' tefted by thofe Writers we have juft nam’d; .
and by others we fhall prefently have Occafion.to « =

alledge ; yet no Body could any longer doubt of
it, after being informed by the very fame Per-
fons, that Hypatia fucceeded in the Government
of the Platonic School at Alexandria, the Place of
her Birth and Education. This was another-guefs
Thing, God knows, than taking the Degree of
Doctor in any of the Faculties ; which one or two
., Women have not long fince done, for which they

have been loaded with fulfome Elogies; - tho’ pro-
ducing no Effects fuitable to the Titles they have

fo much ambitioned. But what greater Glory for .
.a Waman, what greater Honour redounding to .

all Women, thanto fee a Lady teaching in that
Chair, where Ammonius and Hierocles (to Name no
" more, for’tis 2 Miftake in Socrates or his Tranfcri-
ber to make Plotinus one of them) where fo many
Profeflors, I fay, uttered the Oracles of Learning,
rather as divine Intelligences than mortal Men ?
What infinite Merit muft the have poffefled, who
could be preferr’d to that confpicuous Station, at
a Time when Men of immenfe Learning abounded
both at Alexandria, and in many other Parts of the
Roman Empire ? Wherefore, the Novelty of the
Thing confidered, and Hypatia’s Worth being uni-
verfally acknowledged, ’tis no Wonder that fhe

foon had a crouded Auditory. Ske explained to ber

Hearer,

JJJJJ
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Hearers, fays Sacrates, the [everal Sciences, that go
under the general Name of Philofophy.; for which
Reafon, continues he, there was a Confluence to ber
from all Parts, of thofe who made Philofophy their
Delight or Study. To the fame Purpofe {peak
others; and Swidas adds, that fbe explained all the
Philofophers, that is, all the feveral Sects, with
the particular Tenets of their Founders, which
fhews an inexpreflible Elevation and Capacity,
each of thefe feparately being thought a fufficient
Province, to exercife the.Diligence of any one
Man, confummate in Letters.

C H A P. V.

Hypatia’s School crouded awith Scholars of the
beft Fafbion. She is admired for ber tncom-
parable Beauty, and the wvaft Extent of ber

Learning. ,

N O W, I cannot but here reprefent to my-
felf with Pleafure, let who will cenfure me
for it, the Flower of all the Youth in Ewurope,
Afia, and Africa, fitting at the Feet of a moft
beautiful Lady (for fuch we are affur'd Hypatia
‘was) all greedily {wallowing Inftruction from her
Mouth, and many of ’em Love from her Eyes.
How fhe ferv’d one of this laft Sort, fhall be told
in its due Place. It was doubtlefs a Thing impof-
fible, not to improve under fuch a Teacher; as
one muft be equally ftupid and infenfible, that
" could not be powertully affeted by a charming
Mind in a charming Body. Iam fure this Reflec-
tion is very agreeable to that Philofophy fhe pe-
culiarly profeffed ; and accordingly the Alexandri-

an
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an School never flourifh’d more. - Her Difciples

entered into a ftriét Tye of Intimacy with one ano-

ther, ftiling themfelves Companions, or, as in our

Colleges Fellows 3 which was likewife the Cuftom

at Atbens, and in other famous Seminaries of Learn-

ing. This commonly begot Effects of Benevolence
thro’ the whole Courfe of their Lives, and fome-

times Acts of Friendfhip very extraordinary.  Hy-

patia was by way of Excellence named The Philofo-

pher, altogether as much on Account of her pro-
found Knowledge, as for her public Profeffion of

" Teaching. Nor was any Profeffor ever more ad-

mired by the World, or more dear to his own Scho-

lars. Hers were as remarkable as numerous.

CHAUP VL

An Encomium on Synefius, one of Hypatia’s
Scholars ; who, the a Heathen, was confe-

crated a Chriftian Bifkop.

N Eof thefe, who has preferved to us the
Names of feveral others, is the celebrated §y-

. nefius. He was a Native of Cyrene in dfrica, on the
Borders of Egypt, a very ancient Greek Colony, the
Birth-place of Ariftippus and Carneades, which Sy-
nefius forgets not to mention in his Writings. He
travelled for Improvement to his neighbouring
Country of Egypt, the undoubted Mother of the
Sciences, where he happily fucceeded in his Studies
at Alexandria under Hypatia. 'This Perfonage a-
lone may fuffice for a Specimen, of the extraordi-
nary Spirits that fhe formed. 1f we may rely on’
the Judgement of no lefs a Man than Nicephorus

_ Gregoras, Patriarch of Conficntinople (who wrote
B elaborate
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elaborate Annotations on his Treatife of Dreams, a
Piece fraught with uncommon Learning) he fays,
There was mnothing be did not know, noScience wherein
be did not excel, no Miftery inwhich he was not ini-
tiated or jkilled, with a great deal more to this Pur-
pofe. And it muft be owned, that to all the Vivaci-
ty natural to his Country, there was joined the moft
profound Knowledge and folid Judgement. His
‘Works are every one highly commended, but &is
Epiftles are admirable, as Suidas very truly remarks,
and in the Opinion of Protius, as well as of Evagri-
us, they are elegant, agreeable, [ententious, and
learned. He was a Man of noble Birth, which
added no lefs Weight to his Learning then this re-
flected Luftre on his Quality ; as both together
procured him Credit with his Superiors, Authority -
over his Inferiors, and Admiration from his Equals.
He went upon an Embaffy, which lafted three
Years, ta the Emperor Arcadius at Conftantinople,
on the Behalf of his Country; which was mifera-
bly harraffed by the auxiliary Gotbs and other
Barbarians, but which received confiderable Relief
from his Solicitations. It was then that with
greater Boldnefs than any of the Grecians (as he tells
us himfelf) he pronounced before the Emperor,
that extremely fine Oration concerning Government;
which, in a Country fo juftly fond of Liberty as
ours, I wonder has never been tranflated. This
defect I have fupplied, and will impart it to the .
Public on a proper Occafion. As for Symefius’s
being confecrated Bifhop of Ptolemais, notwith-
ftanding his Proteftation, that he difbelicved fome
of the moft effential Articles of the Chriffian Reli-
gion, we fpoke enough to that Point at the latter
end of Clidophorus ; only we fhall obferve in this
Place, how Petavius, the Editor of his Works,
“affirms, that, in fome of the Books written after
: his
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his Profeffion of Cbriftianity, he appears as very a
Heatben as ever. But this being no Prejudice to
his Parts, however it may affect his Salvation, is
none of our prefent Bufinefs to examine; much
lefs to adopt the pitiful Excufes, or rather Preva-
rications, invented by fome learned Men to defend
him from this Imputation. The principal is Ba-
7Omius.

C H A P VI
Synefius’s Teflimony to the Learning and Virtue

of Hypatia. Some Account of his Writings
and other Works.

T H E Thing which our Defign obliges us not
to pafs over flightly is, the greatful Tefti-
mony he every where bears to the Learning and
Virtue of Hypatia, whom he never mentions with-
out the profoundeft Refpect, and fometimes in
Terms of Affetion coming little fhort of Adoration.
In a Letter to his Brother Euoptius, Salute (fays
he) the moft bonoured and the mofp beloved of God,
the Philofopber ; and that bappy Sodality or Fellow-
Joip, which injoys the Bleffing of ber divine Voice.
In another to his faid Brother he mentions one E-
&yptus, who fucked in the Seeds of Wifdom from Hy-
patia. And thus he exprefles himfelf writing to
Olympius : 1 fuppofe thefe Letters will be delivered by -
Peter which be will receive from that [acred Hand.
I fend them from Pentapolis to our common Infiruc-
trefs, and fbe will intruft them with whom fbe thinks
Sty which I am fure will be to one that is well known
to ber, In a Letter addreffed to herfelf, he de-
fires her to dirett a Hydrofcope to be made and

B2 bought
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bought for him, which he there defcribes. Peta-
wius thinks it was a fort of Level, and others an
Hour-Meafure. That famous Silver Afirolabe
- which he prefented to Peonius, a Man equally ex-
celling in Philofphy and Arms, he owns to have
been perfected by the DireGtions of Hypatia. Ina
long Epiftle he acquaints her with the Reafons of
his writing two Books, which he thereby fends
her. The one was his myftical Treatife of Dreams,
and the.other his Dion. This laft is a moft inge-
nious Apology for Learning againft two Sorts of
Men, who by very oppofite Lines tended to the
fame Center of Ignorance. Theone, that under
Pretence of being referved towards unworthy Hear-
ers, concealed their Want of real Knowledge, did
accufe him of being two Communicative, and of

roftituting Philofophy. The others would have
Eim to be eternally prating like themfelves, not that
they ftudied more than others, nor yet fo much,
to be furnifhed with Matter of Difcourfe; but that
talking by Rote out of certain Syfems, the Truth of
which they took for granted, and which no Body
muft contradi€t, they could tire the Patience of
their Hearers, without making thefe or themfelves
a whit the wifer. Both Sorts charged him with
ftudying Elegance and Oratory in his Compofiti-
ons; for the Divines of that Time were fubftitu-
ting apace to Philofophy and other Learning, Le-
gends and Enthufiafm, Fables and Fancies, which
they fanttified by the Name of Divine Contemplati-
on. Metaphyfical Diftinctions about the Trinity,
and extravagant Notions about the Effence of GOD
(whofe Majefty they blafphemed by their profane
Definitions) was all the Study then .in Vogue, to
the irreparable Damage of polite and ufeful Let-
ters.

F CHAP. VIIL
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C H A P. VIIIL

Synefius fubmits bis Book of Dion #o the
Fudgment of Hypatia; bis Defcription of bis

Cenfurers. :

F his Dion therefore he begs Hypatia’s Judg-
ment, refolving not to publith it without

“her Approbation. He -informs her moreover,
that fhe’s the firft among the Greeks, or rather the
Heathens, to whom he communicates his Treatife
of Dreams ; and that he might complete, he fays,
the facred Number Tbree, he adds to thefe two
his Account of the Afirolabe prefented to Peonius.
It will not be a Digreflion altogether foreign to the
Subject (as we fhall fee hereafter) if we infert here
part of the fine Defcription, which he has given
of the fecond Sort of thofe that cenfured him;
¢« who being full of Ignorance (fays he) yet armed
with Confidence, are readier than all other Men

¢« to difcourfe concerning GOD; and if you
¢« happen to light upon them, you will ftrait hear
«« fome of their unreafonable Reafonings, which
¢« they will needs obtrude on fuch as are defirous
¢« of no fuch Matter; becaufe, I fuppofe, it is
«¢ for their Intereft fo to do. For on the Score of
¢¢ fuch Things they are made Preachers in Towns,
which is the fame Thing as to enjoy Amalthea’s
Horn or Plenty of all Things, which thefe think
¢« themfelves obliged to ufe. Ifancy by this Time
¢ you perceive, what this forward Generation of
Men may be, that blame my generous Purpofe.
They invite me to come into their Difcipline,
¢« promifing, that in a fhort Time I fhall appear
« moft confident in Things relating to GOD,
and ever after be capable to difpute inceffal;nly

‘¢ both

(13

[13

(13

(13
(13

[13
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*¢ both Night and Day.” I believe this Race of
Men is not yet extinct; but another Time they
may hear of a certain Speech addrefled to them by
the fame Truth-telling Synefius.

CHAZP IX

Syneﬁus’s Misfortunes 5 kis Letter of Complaint
to Hypatia.

N his Promotion, or, as he accounted it
himfelf, his Banifhment to the Bithoprick of
Piolemais, he was forced to quit the Fellowthip of
his Condifciples, and the Prefence of his dear Ay-
patia. As an Augmentation of his Afli¢tion he
{oon loft his Wife, with his Children in a little Time
after, whom he ‘very tenderly loved, and whofe
Death he did not bear with the fame Fortitude,
that is reported of fome other Phllofophers. On
this Occafion, and a fancied Neglect of his Friends,
he wrote the following Letter, “ 70 Hypatia sbe
¢ Pbilofopber (that I may ufe the very Words of
¢ the Infcription.) I falute you, happy Lady,
¢« and by your Means the moft happy Compani-
< ons. Ihave of along Time had an Intention
¢ to chide, by reafon I have received no Letters
¢ from any of you. But now I perceive that I -
¢ am neglected by all, not that I have in any Thing
< failed of my Duty; but that I am in many Re-
¢ {peéts unfortunate, and indeed as unfortunate as
¢ any one can be. Neverthelefs, could I be thought
¢« worthy of receiving your Letters, and of being
¢ informed how you lead your Lives (being con-
¢ fident however it is after the beft Manner -that
“ may be, and that you fail not to exercife a
¢ fprightly Genius) 1 fhould only think myfelf
(13 un-
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« unhappy by Halves, while I enjoyed any Hap-
« pinefs on your Account. But now I muft reckon
¢¢ this alfo, as one of the Misfortunes wherein I
<« am involved. For I am not only deprived of
¢ my Children, but likewife of my Friends, and
s« of every body’s Kindnefs; nay, what is more
< than all, of your moft divine Soul, which only
¢« Thing I flattered myfelf would continue ftedfaft
¢ to me, in Spite of 'the Injuries of Fortune, and
¢ the Storms of Fate.” One would think that he
could not better exprefs, in fo few Lines, the good
Opinion he had of his Teacher ; yet he’s ftill more
pathetical in other Letters, which, becaufe ferve
ing to give us the fuller View of Hypatia’s Cha-
rater, I fhall produce as effential to my Subject.

CHAUP X
Synefius’s Grief for the Death of bis Children,
brings upom bim a Fit of Sicknefs; bis
Letter of Complaint to Hypatia in bis Ilinefs.

Ontinuing therefore to grieve for the Death of

his Children, he fell into an ill State of
 Health, which he fignifies to his Miftrefs (whom
" in all his Letters he ftiles Tke Pbhilofopber) and to
the beloved Companions of his Studies, in thefe
Words. < Being confined to my Bed I have dic-
¢« tated this Letter, which may you receive in
<« good Health, my Mother, my Sifter, and my
¢ Inftructrefs! in all which Refpeés you have been
““ my Benefactrefs, or if there be any other, either
¢ Name or Thing, that is more honourablé. The
¢ Weaknefs of my Body proceeds from the An-
« guith of my Soul. The Remembrance of my
¢ deceafed Children confumes me by little and lilt-
1% t e,
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“ tle. Synefius ought only to have lived fo long,
¢ as the Evils of Life were unknown:.to him.
¢« Afterwardsit has happened to him astoaStream
<. that is ftopt ; it rufthes over its:Dam on a fud-
¢¢. den, and forces all the Pleafure of Life before
¢ it. ILet me ceafe to live, or to remember the
¢ Burial of my Children. May you enjoy Health
¢ yourfelf, and falute in my Name the happy
¢« Companions, beginning with Father Theotecnus,
¢ and Brother Athanafius, . and fo proceeding to
<« the reft. Or if any other be fince affociated
<¢. to them, who is agreeable to you (and to whom,
< for this very Reafon of pleafing you, - I ought
¢ to ftand obliged) falute him alfo from me, as
<¢ one of my deareft Friends. If what relates to
<« me be of any Concern to you, ’tis well done ;
¢« though, even then, I fhall be infenfible to this
¢¢ Favour.” What can be more affe€tionate, what
can be more tender, what can be more benevolent
or candid ? The Soul fpeaks here in every Line.
A while after, the Calamities of War being added
to all his other Sorrows, he writes her this Letter,
beginning with a couple of Lines out of Hemer,
changing only 2 Word or two. .

Tho’ *mong the Dead profound Oblivion reigns,
Een there my dear Ilypatia I'll remember !

¢ I, who am furrounded with the Miferies of
« my Country, and who am thoroughly weary of
<« jt, fince I daily fee hoftile Arms, and Men
< flaughter’d like Beafts; that I breathe Air in-
¢ fected with the Corruption of dead Bodies, and
- < that I hourly expelt the like Fate myfelf ; for
-« who can hope well, where the very Face of the
«¢ Sky is moft lamentable, being darkened by the
<« Shadow of carnivorous Birds? Yet, notwith-
¢ ftanding all this, I retain an Affection for the
' ¢ Country ;
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« Country ; nay, how can I do otherwife, being
¢ a Lybian by Nation, and born in this Place,
<¢ where I behold no ignoble Sepulchres of my
¢« Anceftors. For your Sake alone I fancy I can
¢ fet light by my Country, and, as foon as Lei-
<« fure offers, will banith myfelf out of it.” In
Clidophorus 1 thew’d the like Refolutions out of
fome of his Letters to others: but whether he
ever executed them, or how long he lived, or where
or in what Manner e died, is not retorded by
any Author that I remember.

CHAP XL

Hypatia is effeemed and careffed by the Publick ;
is confulted by the Magifirates in all impor-
tant Cafes, and jometimes [at among them.

A LL this, fome will fay, we readily grant,
that Aypatia was a Lady of moit eminent
Learning, ,and that Synefius, with probably not a
few of her other Difciples, efteemed her to be a
Miracle of Virtue and Prudence ; but what did
the reft of the World think of her Conduét, what
Marks of Approbation or Favour did fhe receive
from the Publick ? To this Inquiry, which is very
natural in this Place, we anfwer; that never Wo-
man was more careffed by the Publick, and yet
that never Woman had a more unfpotted Character.
She was held an Oracle for her Wifdom, which
made her be confulted by the Magiftrates in all im-
portant Cafes ; and this frequently drew her among
the greateft Concourfe of Men, without the leaft
Cenfure of her Manners. The Proof of fo rare a

‘Felicity we chufe to give in the Words of the
: - C

Hiftorian
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Hiftorian Socrates. ¢ By reafon of the Confidence
<« and Authority (fays he) which fhe had acquired
% by her Learning, fhe fornetimes came to the
¢ Judges with fingular Modefty ; mnor was fhe
* any thm abathed, to appear thus among a
¢« Croud ot Men; for all erfons, on the Score
< of her extraordmary Difcretion, did &t the fame
« Time bothreverence and admire her.” The fame
“Things are confirmed by Niceforus'Calliftus, Suidas,
Hefychius lllufiris, and indeed by whom not? So
far was fhe from that blameable Timidity, which
is contratted from a wrong Education ; or from
that confcious Backwardnefs, which is mfplred by
Guilt. That the Governors and Magiftrates of
Alexandria regularly vifited her, that all the City
{(as Damafcius and Suidas relate) paid Court to her,
is a Diftinction with which no Women was ever
honoured before. And to fay all in a Word, when
Nicephorus Gregoras, above quoted, intended to
pafs the higheft Compliment on the Princefs
Eudocia, he thouoht he could not ‘better hit, than
by calling her. a/wtbe; I{ypatza '

'C H AP XL
Syneﬁuss recommeizdator) Letter to Hypatia,

*in Behalf of two young Gentlemen, on a Suit
3 depemlmg at Alexandria.

T was during this profpcrous Gale of publick
‘Favour, “that Hypatia’s devoted Friend Synefius
Tfent her this recommendatory Letter on the Behalf
“"of two young Gentlemen, that had a Claim de-
‘pending at Alexandria. ¢ Although Fortune can-
¢ not take every thing from me, yet the has a
¥ mind to ftrip me of all the can; fhe thatof
(13
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¢ Of many Sons, and good, has me bereft.

But to be ambitious of doing the beft Things,
and to affift the unjuftly Oppreffed, is what fhe
fhall never take from me; for far be it from me,
that fhe fhould ever be able to conquer my
Mind. Therefore I hate Injuftice, fince this I
may do ftill ; and am alfo defirous to reprefs it,
but that is one of the Things taken out of my
Power, and which I loft before my Children.

¢ Once the Milefians valiant were.

Time alfo was, when I could be ufeful to my
Friends, and when you were wont to call me
Others Good ; as turning to the Profit of other
Men my Intereft with Perfons in great Autho-
rity, whom I made to ferve me as fo many
Hands. Now I am left deftitute of all, unlefs
you have any Power; for you, together with
Virtue, I reckon a Good, of which none will
be able to rob me. But you have, and will al-
ways have Power, by reafon of the excellent
Ufe you make of your Credit. Wherefore let
Niceus and Philolaus, virtuous Youths and Re-
lations, return Mafters of their own, thro’ the
Care of all who honour you, whether private
Men or Magiftrates.” Thus, as a neceffary

Part of her Hiftory, I have inferted at Length, all
the Letters written to Hypatia by S)nefius, except
the 15th, whereof I have given the Subftance ;
and the 33d in the Collettion of his Lezters, which
is toa fhort to contain any Inftruction ; as likewife

tlE:)I 54th, which, being too long, I have abridged .
a . .

VCe
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C H A P XIIL

Hypatia married, yet faid to die a Maid.
Ifidorus, ber Hufband, the moff eminent
Philofopker of bis Time.

IT would be as great a Prodigy in Nature as
Hypatia was herfelf, if a Lady of fuch Beauty,
Modefty, Wifdom, and Virtue, were not by many
eagerly fought in Marriage : And, in Effe&®, we
find that fhe was a&tually married to the Philofo-
pher idorus, tho’ Suidas fays fhe died a Maid ;
which is not fo irreconcilable a Thing, as People
may be apt to imagine on firft Thoughts, but, as
we fhall thew, very likely to be true. This Z/-
dorus fucceeded Marinus in the School, and his
Life has been written by Damafcius, one of Theon’s
Scholars, who therefore had all imaginable Op-
portunities to know whatever regarded Hypatia and
Ifidorus. His Life was abridged by Pbotius, but
we have it not fo perfect as he left it ; for befides
‘the extreme Confufion and Incorre&tnefs which ap-
pears thro’ the whole, the learned Valefius gave
the World Expetations, that he would, one Time
or other, publifh it twice larger than that we read
now in Photius. However, in fuch as it ftill is,
Damafcius beftows fuch Elogies on Jfidorus, as put
him almoft above Humanity ; yet, no way con-
cerning Hypatia, 1 pafs them over in Silence. I
~ frankly confefs, that I more than fufpe¢t many of
the Things he reports ; as knowing that Damaf-
cius was a great Vifionary, and, like Pbhilofiratus
with refpect to Apollonius Tyaneus, defigned to op-
pofe ]]idgrus to thofe Chriftian Saints, who were
celebrated for their miraculous and fupernatural
Attainments. But this ought not to affeét his Cre-
dit in Matters of an ordinary Nature, and thfre-

< ore
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fore I do not in the leaft hefitate to believe him,
when he pofitively affirms that Hypatia was Wife to
Ifidorus. .

CH A P XIV.

In what Senfe it might be fad, that tho Hypa-
tia was married, yet fbe died a Maid.

UIDAS likewife makes her the Wife of the fame

) Ifidorus, tho’ he be the very Man who tells us
the died a Virgin. That Matter, confidering the
great Uncertainty in which we are left by the me-
ditated Deftruction or cafual Decay of authentick
Writers, I conceive to ftand thus. Damafcius fays,
that [fidorus had another Wife, whofe Name was
Domna, by which he had a Son call’d Proclus.
She died the fifth Day after her Delivery, and, ac-
cording to his Panegyrift, fbe rid the Philofopher
of an evil Beaft and a bitter Wedlock. Now fup-
pofing this to happen fome Time before the tragi-
cal End of Hypatia, and that the latter was be-
trothed to Ifidorus, it might very well be faid that
the was his Wife, and  yet. that the died a Maid.
The Author of an Epigram, that was made upon
her, feems to have been of the fame Opinian.

The Virgin's farry Sign when 'er 1 fee,

Adoring, on thy Words I think and thee :

For all thy vertuous Works celeftial are,

As are thy learned Words beyond compare,

Divine Hypatia, wheo doft far and near

Virtue’s and Learning’s [potle[s Star appear.

The Allufion, I fay, to the Conftellation Zirgo,
and the Epithet of Spotlefs, would induce me to
believe that the Writer reckoned her a Virgin as
well as Suidas 5 but Ifhall conclude nothing from

' : fo
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fo lender a Conjeture, befides that her Chara&ter
is no way concerned in this Particular, tho’ as a
Hiftorian I would omit nothing that might illu-
ftrate my Subjet. For this Reafon it is, that
T cannot pafs over uncenfured a Refle&tion of Da-
ma/cius, who gravely fays, that Ifidorus was far fu-
persor to Hypatia, not only as a Man to a Woman,.
but as a Philofopber to & Geometrician. Good and
egregious Reafoning ! as if her Skill in Geometry
or Aftronomy, had been any Hindrance to her Im-
provement in every Part of Philofophy, wherein
the is by fo many confeffed to furpafs thofe of her
own, if not of former Time ; or asif we in England,
for Example, did reckon King Fames fuperior to
"Queen Elizabeth ; becaufe the firft, forfooth, was a
Man, and the latt a Weman. But I obferved before
that Damafcius was a fad Vifionary.

C H A P. XV.
Hypatia’s Lovers, one of whom fhe cured of bis

Paffion, in a very particular Manner.

Lady of fuch uncommon Merit and Accom-
A plithments as Hypatia, daily furround with
‘a Circle of young Gentelmen, many of them di-
ftinguithed by their Fortune or Quality ; befides her
frequently appearing in publick Affemblies, and re-
ceiving Vifits from Perfons of the firft Rank, could
not pofiibly fail being fometimes importuned with
. Addrefles of Gallantry. Such-Attempts the feve-
reft Virtue cannot avoid, tho’ it can deny Incou-
ragement, and make Succefs to be defpaired. How

" many Trials of this kind Hapatia may have over-~

come, we are left to imagine rather than to know,
thro’ the Silence of Hiftorians, who either thought
- it below their Gravity to record fuch Thmgs,hm‘
that

.‘._..A-?.._-._ﬂ. o
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that the Works of thofe who defcended to Parti-
culars are loft. One Inftance however has efcap-
ed the common Wreck of good Books; nor
can I doubt but feveral others might be contained
in the Life of Ifidorus, out of which there is Rea-
fon to believe, that Suidas picked what I am gaing
to relate. He acquaints us therefore, that one of
her own Scholars made warm Love to her, whom
fhe endeavoured to cure ‘of his Paffion by the pre-
cepts of Philofophy ; and that fome reported fhe
actually reclaimed him by Mufick, which he judi-
cioufly explodes ; Mufick havingever been deemed
rather an Incentive to Love, than an Antidote
againftit. But he fays, with much greater Proba- -

- bility, that the Spark vehemently foliciting her

(not to 'be fure ‘without pleading the irrefiftible
Power of her Beauty) at a Time when fhe -happen-
ed to be under an Indifpofition ordinary to her
Sex ; fhe took a Handkerchief, of which the had
been making fome Ufe on that Occafion, - and
throwing it in his Face, faid ; T%is is what you love,
Young Fool, and not any Thing that is beautiful.
For the Platonic Philofphers held Goodnefs, Wif-
dom, Virtue, and fuch other Things, as by Reafonof -
their intrinfick Worth are defirable for their own
Sakes, to be the only real Beauties, of whofe divine
Symmetry, Charms, and Perfettion, the moft
{uperlative that appear in Bodies are but faint Re-
femblances. This is the right Notion of Platonic
Love. Wherefore Hypatia’s Procedure might ve-
ry well put a Student of Philofophy at Alexan-
dria to the Blufh, and quite cure himtoo (which
Suidas aflures us was the Effe&t) but would never
rebute a Beau in St. Fames’s Park, nor perhaps
fome Batchelors of Divinity at our modern Umi-
verfities. | :

-

CHAP
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"C H A P. XVL

The clofe Intimacy between Hypatia and Oreftes
. the Governor of Alexandria, very difpleafing
to Cyril zbe Bifbop. _

T the Time that Hypatia thus reigned the

A brighteft Ornament of Alexandria, Orefies

was Governor of the fame Place for the Emperor

Theodgfius, and Cyril Bifhop or Patriarch. As Oref-
zes was a Perfon educated fuitable to his Rank,

he could not but take Notice of thofe Perfections

in Hypatia, which all the World admired ; and, as
he was'a wife Governor, he would not be fo far

~wanting to his Charge, as not to afk her Advice
in Matters difficult or dangerous, when every Bo-

dy elfe confulted her as an Oracle. This created

of Courfe an Intimacy between them that was

highly. difpleafing to Cyri/, who mortally hated

Oreftes.  But becaufe this Emulation proved fatal

to Hypatia, 1 fhall take the Subjet'a little higher.
.>Tis abferved by Socrates, Nicepborus, and others,
that Gyril (who was elevated to the See by Sedition

_and Force againtt one Zimothy an Archdeacon of no
extraordinary Reputation) intermeddled more in

temporal or civil Marters, than his Predeceflors

~took upon them to do, and that the Example was
greedily followed by his Succeffors ; who not keep-

ing - within the Bounds of their Prieftly Ordination,

ook upon them an arbitrary kind of Principality, and

“the abfolute Difpofal of Affairs. The firft A&k of
Authority that Cyri/ exercifed was, to fhut up the

‘Churches of the Novatians, from which Step he
proceeded to feize upon their facred Veflels and

Church-Ornaments, till at length he robbed their

Bifhdp Theopemnptus of all he had.  Yet thefe No-

vatians
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vations profefs’d the fame Doétrine to a Tittle that
he did, and differed only in fome Points of Difci-
pline. But they muft be mere Novices in Ecclefi-
afical Hiftory, who know not that' Difcipline has
been ever reckoned of greater Cenfequence ;than
Dotirine; if one may judge by the Commotions
- that have happened in Churches, or the Durations
of their Schifms. The Reafon is obvious. For
if a Man believes otherwife than his Teacher, and
yet prudentially conforms to the publick Ritual and
Difcipline, or perhaps eagerly itickles for it, as
thinking it the moft conducing to Qrder, be his
Speculations what you will, ftill he preferves the
Unity of the Church; or, in other Words, he
obeys his Spiritual Governors, and teaches others
by his Example to do the like ; whereas if his be-
lief be ever fo right, or at leaft ever fo agreeable
<o that prefcribed in the Society whereof he is a
Member ; yet if he boggles at any Part of the
publick Ritual and Difcipline, he then promotes a
. Spiritual Rebellion, and rends the Unity of the .
Church ; that is, he weakens the Government of
the Clergy. Thefe were the Maxims of thofe
‘Times, and hence it fprung, that Schifm is count-
ed fo damnable a Sin in their Writings, a Sin
mote dreadful than any other, that it-may the bet-
ter ferve for a Scare-crow. o

D CHAP.
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CHAP XVIL
Cyril expels the Jews out of Alexandria; Oref-
tes complains to the Emperor; Cyril and Oref-

- tes becomre trreconcileable Enensies.
N N ' .

N E main-Reafon why Cyril could not bear
/. the Goverror, as we are -told by Socrases,
was, that Orefles bated 1he Principality of the Bi-
thops 5 as well-bocaufethey transforred. to themfelves
wnch of the Power. belonging. to thofe appointed Go-
wernors, by the Emperor's asyin particular, beroufe
Cyril would needs be prying. iuso bis Aftions. Their
Erinity became fufficiently known to.the Publick,
by a Sedition raifed againft Orefles, occafioned by
one Hierax a pitiful Scheol-Mafter, . but a profelt
Admirer of the Bifhop, and a moft. diligent Ac-
tendant at his Sermions, where hewas fure'to clap
and’ reclap, according to the rare Cuftom of thofe
T'imes. ‘The-Jews fpying him in the Theatre, while
the Goverrior was there on fome publick Bufinefs; -
eryed out; that he came purpofely thither o .caufe
Mifchief ; and the Uproar, Wwhereof the ‘Particu-
lars may be:read in-the juft quoted Swcrates,. tér
minated in'this, that Cyri/ expelled all: the Jews
out of the City, where they had’ liv’d in great
Opulence from the Time of Alexander the Great,

to the no fmall Benefit of the Place. Were I not °

accuftomed to read monftrous Lies of this unfor-
tunate Nation, efpecally that thread-bare Fiction
of crucifying a Child (objeted to them here as
a thoufand Times afterwards) I fhould think them
‘very rightly ferved. But even in that Cafe, ‘who
- can juftify Cyril’s licenfing the Multitude to feize
on their Goods ? And yet why do I afk fuch a
Queftion ; when this has ever been the true Mo-

~ . ‘ tive
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tive of the Barbarities to which they have been ex-
pofed, tho’ Zeal for Religion has been as fhame-
lefsly as wickedly pretended.. Oreftes, as became
a good Governor, being grievoufly concerned at what
had happened (to fpeak in the Words of the Hifto-
rian) and fadly ajgz'ﬁed, that fo great a City fbould
be fo fuddenly emptied of fuch a Multitude of Inbabi-
tants, gave the Emperor an Account. of the whole
Matter. We might be cerrain, were we not ex-,
prefsly told it, that Cyril was not behind Hand,
on his Part.  Yet conlcious of his Guilt, as every
Reader may collect, he would fain make up with.
Oreftes, and conjured him by the holy Go/pels to be
Friends ; being conftrained to this, as Nicepborus
obferves, by the People of Alexandria, who loved
their Governor. But this laft knew him too well to
truft him, upon which their Difference became ir-
reconcileable. You may therefore expet to hear
of Vengeance from the Prieft, whom the fame
Nicephorus reprefents proud, feditious, a Boute-
feu, a Perfecutor : while the Emperor might thank
himfelf for the Diforders that defolated one of his
principal Cities ; for where was it ever otherwife,
when the Clergy where permitted to fharein the
Government of civil Affairs. o

C H A P. XVIIL

0r¢ﬁ§s the Governor, affaulted by the Monks
their Captain_racked "to Death, but eficemed
- as a Martyr by Cyril. - '

N O W the Revenge which Cyri/ took of Oreffes,
being the Prelude to poor Hypatia’s Tragedy,
1 chufe to relate it, as I have dons other Paffages,

: D2 in
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in the Words of honeft Socrates. Certain of the
Monks (fays he) living in the Nitrian Mountains,
leaving their Monafleries toshe Number of about Five
Hundred, flocked to the City, and [pied the Governor
going Abroad in bis Chariol 5 whereupon approaching,
they called bim by the Names of Sacrificer and Hea-
then, ufing many other [candalous Words. The Ge-
vernor therefore fufpeéling, that this was a Trick plaid
bim by Cyril, cryed out, that be was a Chriftian, and
thut be was baptized at Conftantinople by Bifbop At-
‘ticus. But the Monks, giving no Heed to what be
Jaid, cne of them, called Ammonius, tbrew a Stone
at Oreftes, which firuck bim on the Head ; and being
all covered with Blood from bis Wound, bis Guards,
a few excepted, fled [ome one Way fome another, bid-
ing themfelves in the Croud, left they fhould be fioned to
Death.  In the mean while the People of Alexandria
ran to defend their Governor againft the Monks, and,
putting a.l the reft to Flight, they apprebend Ammo-
nius, and brought bim Lefore Oreftes ; who, as the
Lows pirefirided, publickly put bim to the Torture,
and racked bim till be expired. Not long aofter be
gave an Account of all that was done to the Princes.
MNor didCyril fail to give them a contrary Information.
He received the Bedy of Ammonius, and, laying it
in one of the Churches, be changed bis Name, calling
bim Thaumafius, and ordecred bim to be confidered
as a Martyr 5 nay, be made bis Panegyrick in the
Church, extolling bis Courage, as one that bad con-
tended for the Truth. But the wifer Sort of the
Chriftians themfelves did not approve the Zeal, which
Cyril fhowed n this Man’s bebalf y being convinced
that Ammonius bad juftly fuffered for bis defperate
Attempt, but was not forced to deny Chrift, sn bis
Torments. This Account requires no Commen-
tary. 1fhall only obferve with a Heathen Phi-
lofopher, that. as. that Time the Monks (the fittelt
: , Executi-
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Executioners of €yril’s Cruelty) were Men indeed
as to their Form, but Swine in there Lives ; who
apenly committed Thoufands of execrable Crimes, not fit
to be named. Whoever, {ays he, got on a black
Habit, and would make a Grotefgue Figure in Publick,
obtained & tyrannical Authority; to fuch a Reputa-
sion of Virtue did that Race of Men arrive. This
Picture, tho’ drawn by an Enemy’s Hand, is allow-
ed by all good Judges to be done to the Life; and
we fhall prefently have Reafon, more than fuffici-
ent, to be of the fame Opinion.

C H A P. XIX.

Hypatids's fragical Death, perpetrated by Cyril's
Clergy, who bated ber for Intimacy with
Oreftes.

B U T Gyril’s Rage was not yet fatiated. Tha®
Oreftes had the good Luck to efcape being
-murdered, Hypatia muft fall a Sacrifice to the
Prelate’s Pride and to the Ghoft of Ammonius.
This Lady, as we mentioned above, was profound-
ly refpeted by Oreffes, who much frequented and
confulted her ; for which Reafon, fays Socrates,
Jhe was not a little traduced among the Mob of the
Chriftian Church 5 as if fbe obfirutted a Reconciliation
between Biftop Cyril arnd Oreftes. Wherefore cer-
tain bot-brained Men, headed by one Peter a Leitu-
rery entered into a Con/piracy againft ber, and watch-
ing their Opportunity when fbe was returning Home
Jrom ‘ome Place, they dragged ber out. of ber Chair
burried ber to the Church called Cefar’s, and firipping
ber flark naked, they. killed ber with Tiles. Then
sbey tore ber to Picces, and carrying ber Limbs to a

Place
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Place called Cinaron, tkere they burnt them to Afbes.
Nothing fhort of this Treatment, not to be paral-
lelled among the moft favage Nations againfta Wo-
man (and againft a Woman of fuch Diftinction{carce
eredible, did not two or more of her Contempories
artett it) nothing, I fay, but the Blood of Hypatia,
fhed in the moft inhuman Manner, céuld glut the
Fury of Gyril’s Clergy; for thefé were the Mon-
fters, that putting off all Humanity, committed
this barbarous Murder. . Socrates, *tis true, diftinctly
Names but one Clergyman, Peter the Le&urer ;
but Nicephorus exprefsly tells us, that the Zealots,
led on by this Peter, were Cyril’s Clergy, who
hated her for the Credit fhe had with Oreftes ; that
they were thefe, who imputed to her the Miftinder-
ftanding between the Governor and their Bifhop ;
and finally, that they butchered her the Time of
folemn Fafting ; which, added to their fanétifying
of their Villany by perpetrating it in 'a Church,
fhews the glorious State of Religion in thofe pure
and primitive Times ; as fome, no lefs hypocritical-
ly than falfely, are pleafed to ftile them. The Citi-
zens of Alexandria, on whom certain Perfons would
fain lay this A¢t of popular Heat, as they fpeak
by way of Extenuation, were too great Admirers
of Hypatia’s Virtue, and too much in the Intereft
of Oreftes,-to have any Hand in fo foul a Bufinefs,
bowever prone to Tumults. All the Circumftances
accompanying the Faét, clearly prove this ; .not to
Kleeat the Affault fo lately made by the Nitrian

onks an the Governor, whom the People refcued;
tho’ I will not anfwer for all the Mob, efpecially
when the Clergy loo’d them on.

. CHAP.
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'C H A P XX

Cyril the main Ifz/izgator of Hypatia's ]Wrder,
‘being envious of the Fame fbe bad acquzred by
ber Learning and Philofopby. '

BE it fo that the Clergy of Alexandrm were the
Mutderers (fome may fay) and that their
Affetion for Cyril tranfported them beyond what
can be juftified ; how does it appear that he him-
felf ‘had any Hand in this black Deed, which
perhaps he neither knew nor could prevent? For
the Sake of our common Humanity (fince true
Chriftiany is not at all concerned) I wifh it were
{o; but there is fuch Evidence as will nat let any
Man, if not wdfully thutting his. Eyes againtt
Truth, to believeit. Damafiius, who is the other
contemporary Witnefs of her Murder, I meant
* befides Socrates, poﬁnvely affirms, that. < Cyri
¢ vow’d Hypatia’s Deftruttion, whom. he bitterly
¢ gnvied;” and Swidas, who writes the fame Thing,
fayspthat this Enyy: was caufed by herextraordinary
Wifdem and Skill in Afironomy ; as Hefycbiu:, when
be mentiens her - Limbs being carried all over the
City-in Triumph, writes, that tbis befel ber cn the
Score of ber exiraordinary Wifdom, and ¢fpecially ber
Skill in Aftronemy. For Cyril was 3 mighty Pre-
tender to Letters, and one of thofe Clergymen
who will neither acknowlcdgc nor bear the Supe-
riority of any Laymen in this Refpect, be it ever
fo inconteftable to others. But fome Circumftances
of Hypatia’s Death, not mention’d in Socrates, are
preferved in the Abridgmcnt of Ifidorus’s Life in
Photius, fuch as Valefius had it ;3 and which I here
give you, Reader, though it thould coft you the
Tribute of one Tear more to her Memory. ¢ Upon |

¢ a Time -
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a Time (fays Damafcius) Cyril, pafling by the
Houfe of Hypatia, faw a great Multitude before
the Door both of Men on Footand on Horfeback ;

whereof fome were coming, fome going, and
others ftaid. When he inquir'd what that
Croud was, and what occafioned fo great a Con-
courfe ? he was anfwered by fuch as accompa-
nied him, that this was Hypatia the Philofopher’s
Houfe, and that thefe came to pay their Reipects
to her. 'Which when Cyril'underftood, he was
moved with fo great Envy, that he immediate-
ly vow’d her Deftruction, which he accomplifh’d
in the moft deteftable Manner. For ‘when-Hy-

« -patia, as was her Cuftom, went abroad,: feveral
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Men, neither fearing divine Venoeance nor-hu-
man-Punithment, fuddenly rufh’d- upon her and

kilPd her:" Thus -laying-their Country.'both

under the hxgheﬂ: Infamy, -and'under 'the:Guilt
of innocent: Blood. - And ‘indeed the Esmperor
was grievoufly- offended at this Matter, ‘and the
Murderers had been certainly punithed, but that
Edefius did corrupt the Emperor’s Friends ; 16
that his Majefty it’s true remitted the Punifh-
ment; but d?rew Vengeance on himfelf and his
Pofterity; his Nephew paying -dear for. this
A&ion:.”. This Nephew Valetius believes to

have been Valentmzan, whofe -Mother Plaadm was
Aunt to Tbeodq/ fus. S :

CHAP.
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CHAP XXI

The Death of Hypatlaa broug.bt an Infamy on
Cyril and -the Chriftian Cbufcb She was
7o Catbolzck 'éut a Heatberz ;

HUS ended thc L1f¢ of Hypatm, whofe
“Memory will ever laft, and whofe Murder
happen’d in the fourth Year of Gyril’s Epifcopate,
Honorius being the tenth Time and Theodsfius the
fixth Time Confuls, in the Month of AMaréb, in
the Time of Lent, and in'the Year 415. -¢That
¢« Action (fays Socrates) brought -no fmall Infa-
“ my notonly upon Cyril, but alfo upon the whole
¢¢ Church of Alexandria; -for Slaughters, “ and
« Fightings, and fuch like Things, are‘quite
¢« foreign to the Chriftian Inftitution.” ~There’s
nothing furer, there’s nothing truer ; but of genuine
Chrlftlamty there remain’d very little at that Time,

unlefs Chriftianity be made to confift in the bare

Name .and Profeffion; for, were I dnfpofcd to
take this Trouble upon me, I fhould think it'no
difficult Tafk to thew, that neither the Doétrines

nor Diftinctions then in Vogue were ever taught
by Chrijt or his Apoftles; and that the Ceremo-
nies injoined.or practifed were all utterly unknown
to them. -No, .no, they were no Chriftians that
kill’d Hypatia'; nor are any Chriftian Clergymen
now to be attack’d through the Sides of her Mur-

. derers, but thofe that refemble them ; by fubfti-

tuting precarious Traditions, fcholaftick Fictions,
and an ufurped Dominion, to the falutiferous In-
ftitution.of the holy Jefus. Photius is very angry
with  Philgftor gius, whom he ftigmatizes as an
impious Man, tor faying that the Homocufians, or
the Athanafian Trinitarians, tore ber to Pieces 3 but

' I is
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is he not an impudent Man, or fomething worfe,
that dares to deny this? when none were more
remarkable Sticklers for the Homooufian, than Cyri.
and his Adherents. This only the Truth of Hiftory
requires to be fpecially noted; for with me the
Homoioufion and the Homooufion are of no Account,
in Comparifon of the Bible, where neither of them

are to be found. In the mean Time ’twill not be.

amifs to hear Gothofred on this Occafion. ¢ Ob-
¢ ferve here (fays he) the Arian Poifon of Phi-
¢ Joftorgius againft the Homaoyfians, or Catholicks;
¢« asif the Murder of Hypatia were the Crime of
¢¢ the Catholicks, and not of the indifcrete Pq-
¢« pulace. Thus much however may be gathered
¢ from this Paffage, that this fame Hypatia was
¢t no Catholick.” Admirable Gozbofred! Not to
fay any thing to your Arian Poifon, fox which I
am not a whit concern’d ; neither of the People’s
Guilt, whom I have fufficiently clear’d before;
nor yet of the nice Diftinction between the Popu-
lace and the Catholicks, as if the Bulk of the
Catholicks were not the Populace: Your Con-
clufion that Hypatia was not a Catholick is unfpeak-
ably acute, when in Reality (he was not as much
as a Chriftian ; her Father having been a Heathen
Philofopher, and herfelf the Wite of one, without
the leaft Appearance that fhe was ever any other
with regard to her own Perfuafion. As for a ri-
diculous Letter, pretended to be written by her to
Cyril, about the Pafchal Cycle, ’tis 2 manifeft
Forgery ; for the was murdered the fixth Year of
Theodofius, and therefore ong and twenty Years
before the Exile of Neftorius, who yet is mention’d
in that Letter under the Epithet of impious.
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C H A P. XXIIL

The making Cyril @ Saint a Difbonour to Reli-
gion.  Three Sorts of Perfons canonized for
Saints. ,

ND. now that Cyri’s Name puts me once

more in mind of him, how infufferable a
burlefquing of God and Man is it to revere fo am-
bitious, fo turbulent, fo perfidious, and fo cruel
a Man, as a Saint ? fince Hiftory fhows that this
was his juft Character. But in good Earneft this
fame Title of Saint has not feldom been moft
wretchedly conferred ; for the greateft Part of the
Saints after Conftantine’s Reign, and efpecially fince
Canonization came, in Fathion, are made up of
three Sorts of Perfons, the leaft of all others me-
riting Veneration. Firft, Men have been dubbed
Saints, for promoting the Grandeur of the Church
by all their Endeavours, efpecially by their Wri-
tings 3 which, inftead of employing for the Hap-
pine’s or Inftruction of their Fellow Citizens, they
proftituted to magnify fpiritual Authority, to the
‘debafing and enflaving of their Spirits. The fe-
cond Sort that have been honoured with Saint-
thip, were Princes and other powerful or rich Men,
however vicious or tyrannical, who gave large Pof-
feflions and Legacies to the Church ; or that with
Incapacity, Faggot, Gibbet, Sword, and Pro-
{cription, chaftiled the Temerity of fuch as dared
to queftion her Decrees. The third Sort, were
poor groveling Vifionaries, boafting of their deli-
rious Enthufiafms and Extafies; ar impofing on
the ignorant by formal Mortifications, falfely re-
puted Devotion, and were recompenfed with this
imaginary Reward, by thofe that defpifed their
Autfterity,
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Autfterity, at the fame Time that they mainly
thrived by the Credit of it. It is no Wonder then,
that when the Epithet Saint, which peculiarly
belonged to Piety and Innocence, was thus pom-
poufly beftowed on Vice and Impiety, there thould
prevail that Deluge of Ignorance, Superftition,
and Tyranny, which overwhelmed almoft the
whole Chriftian World.  All the Perfecutions that
enfued, were fo many forcible Means, employed
to fupprefs any Efforts that might be ufed for the
reftoring of Virtue and Learning. By that An--
tichriftian Spirit fell Hypatia, to whom the Clergy
of her Time could. never forgive, that fhe was
beautiful yet chatte; far more learned than them-
felves, not. to be endured in the Laity; and in
greater Credit with the civil Magiftrate, whom
the Clergy of that Time would needs drive or
lead as their Pack-afs.
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