LETTER

From the A uTuor of the

ARGUME‘\TT

AGAINST A

lSt:anclmg Army,

To the Autwuor of the

Balancing Letter.

A Falfe Balance is in A/r(m;'n ation to the Lord, but a
Fuft Weighs is his Delight, Frov. xl. 1.

Vendidit hic auro patriam, Dominumque potcntcx:n
Impofuit, Leges tixit pretio, atque refixit.
Virgil. £n. L. 6.
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A LETTER from the Author of

‘tbe Argument againfta STanbdING

ARMY, to the Author of the Baln-
cing Lertter. :

SI®R,. S S

M HO the Journy-meén Scriblers with all, cheic
Scurrility can’ ;}:lrevékei'mc to give them an

.= Anfwer, yet when I feée my felf levell’d .ac

- o, in fuch Jofy Linguage -and Geritlemap-like
Behaviour, I.am the more atraid ; -Timéo Dinaos, & dew
aiﬁ'rtdte.r. R R . o LT T “.IJ-

.Yim have been pléaé’ti in yé)ixr laft Paéagrap:h to own
the Matter to be ‘{onice and important, that it ought te

-

¢ befeverely examin’dy without falfe Colours apdﬁlgq%g
elt the

“ Rhetorick ; and you are pleas’d to give your

Charatler of one ¢ zealous for Liberty, a great Adven-

* turer for it, and to; havea _gieat Stake init... {f you
are the; Gentleman I guefs you fo be, I believe your
Stake is now copfiderable; but you being a great Ad-
veaturer. in getting if,, it iS.not worth magaifying your
felf for itz which gives ine;occz_aﬁon to fay.T am notef
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a defperate Fortune, and what Srake I have being pro-
vided for me by my Anceftors, I am more afraid of
“loling it than if it were my own Acquifition. And
after this thort Preface, I will proceed to examine into
the matter without falfe Coloars or popular Rbheto-
- rick. ‘ ) s T .
N T T O U RS
1 thank ch'{’fevs.eé\hépﬁmw%dnsba&m things.
v, ot T AT S o .
S ags Whde you wonkihavel Sy s
». How long you would haveit.
3. For what Reafons.

1t 1 perceive you would have us believe we have
¢ ag Honourable Peace to the wonder of the World, and
s3hae worHing can‘huare us but Animofities znd Jealoufies
<afmongft our felves: -‘And'fecondly, you would have ‘a
#Tand Porceto maintain thisPeace. Now, Sir, Lmuft
. your Pardonif Iy ‘mazelh differs from- yours; for
Prarre betleve we have & Honbardble Peace, 'in cafe
we are oblig’d to keep up 2 Standing Force to’ maintain
jt. Peaceis a Ceffation of the Exercife of the ufe of
MArms, that we may with’ Safety turn our ‘Swords 4into
otigh-Yhares, and Spears inro Pruning-hooks ;- and

s {Pryets -of 'ﬂm~Cbm‘c’h-éﬁmrﬁknde& by his Ma-
Jefy For “Ahank{giving for this’Péace," have itzken-in
That gery Texe: And if ¥his our ‘Peace will not aa-
fwer this ‘Charafter, it is-mov fach ‘a Paade' as iybu
would have us believe we are blefsd wirh. - Butfinee
~we have not {uch a Peace (far you know becter than
18 1 “willl go -on for Arguin Hra@ke™ with 'yours,
@ ‘fipply “this Tryperfe&tion in’it.’ "You arc 'pléas’t}_a to
) T ¥»
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fay, Page 3, whgn you ftem to prepare us to confider
of the Neceflity of-a Land Force, ¢ You are far from the
Sthoughtofa STANDING ARMY. Now Pl rell
you, Sir, what I apprehend a STANDING
ARMY to be; Horle aud Foot rais’d under Com-
miffion granted by the King, with Swords and Piftols,
Pikes and Muskets, Powder and Ball to kill Men:
If .you by your Lansd Force mean none of all thefe;
I am very impertinent in differing with you. Bix ¢l
you are pleas’d to diftinguith your Land, Force from
this Defcription, I believe all Men will think you
mean the fameby a LAND FORCE, as Idoby a
STANDING ARMY; which if you do, then
you have declar’d your Thoughts.againf(t it, and made
your {elf guilty of the moft appareat Contradi@tien
that ever I faw wrote in {0 good a Stile.

The next thing you fhew is, How long you would
have thefe LA ND FOR CES continue, and that
is from Year to Year: which puts.me in mind of a.
Covenant us’d in conveying Lands in Eolland, where-
by the Seller warrants the. Land to the Purchafer for
a Year and a Day, which according to their Law, is
for ever; and fo, I fuppofe, when you fay from Year
to Year, you mean in.fecnla feculorum,- as will appear

by and by.

The third thing is, for what Reafons you would
have this. And, firft, ¢ you abhor to give his Majefty
¢ 2 Jealoufy of his People, as if he were not fafe amongit
¢ them without Guarffs: But you fay the Cafe at pre-
fent is, < Whether, confidering the Circumftances that

: ‘we
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« we and our Neighbours are now in, it may -not be
¢ pradent and neceflary for us ro keep up 2 reafonable
¢ Force from Year to Year; and fo you feem to laya
greatr f{trefs upon the Fafhien of other ~ Countries:
You fay, ‘Pag. 4- ¢ The whole World, more particu-
<larly our Neighbours, have now got into the mif-
¢ taken Notion of keeping up 2 mighty ‘Force ; and
¢ che ‘moft powerful of thefe happens to be our next
<. Neighbour, who will very probably keep up great
¢ Armies, and we may appear too inviting if we arein
¢ an unguarded Condition.

- Now, Sir, asto the Eafhion of other Countries. I
remember that God having declared Laws to the Ifrac-
lites, commanded them to keep them, and not to fol-
low or hanker-after the Fafhions of other Nations,
either in Worfhip or Government. And if we are in
the Fafhion of our Neighbours in having an Army, we

muft have their fathioned Government too. It is the
Fathion of the F. K, to have a STANDING ARMY,
and it is the Fafhion of his Subje&ts to be Slaves under
that STANDING ARMY. I obferve Men
that are additted to Fafhions, follow them in cvery
thing. Now tobe Freemen undera STAND ING
AR MY is not the Fafthion of our Neighbours. And
{ am afraid we fhall never ¢hink our felves .compleat-

ly in the Fafhion 1ill we have got Wooden Shoes
too. ' '

Bur I fee, Sir, youarenct {o much a Fop as tobein
1lie Fafhion for fafhion fake, but thar you think there
is a ncgefficy for its for ycu are afraid of beinginvaded

by
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by our Neighbours, ¢ the next and greateft of whom
¢ will probably keep up great Armies. And here by the
way before I forger 'it, I would put youin mind of your
Tenure from Year to Year; for I think by this Argu-
ment you would have our Land Force to continue as
long as the French King is in a miftaken notion of keep-
ing up great Armies, fo that from Year to Year is al-
ready become a Phrafe for ever. For my part I fhould
be unwilling . 1o ftay. for any thing I wifh for till the
French King disbands his Army. Therefore, Sir, don’t:
draw Men into your Propofals by fowing Pillows under
them, by foft Language, of a Land Force, not Stand-
ing Army ; from Tear to T car, uwnder the Confideration -
of Parliament. Let us have plain words, and then your
Propofals, according to your own Reafons, muft be:
fora Standing Army in Ergland, as long as the Fremch
King, or any of his Succeffors, keep up a Standing
Army in France: you had as good open your Matter:
fairly at firlt, for every thing ¢lfe is but Aourifh rill you:
come to the Point. . .

Now,. Sir, I confefs I give as little credit to the- -
Words and Leagues of Princes as you do, and depend -
mare upon their Intere® than Iategrity for the perfor--
mance of them, and therefore am not far leading them
into Temprations to attack us, and would always have -
a Defence futable to our Danger. Nature hath” armed : -
all Crearures with Weapons to oppofe thofethat affaule.
them, “and the -Policy of Man hath found out feveral:
Artificial ones for himfelf. Now the fole Debate be- -
tween us is,.Ia whofg Hands chefe Weapons . fhould,

be pug. - .
Rt Of.
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Of this matter 1 have difcourfed from the 18th to
the 26th Page of my Argumen:, which you ncither
can or do prerend to aniwer, and therefore I refer you
thirher again: Indeed ia your gth, roth and 11th Pa-
ges you tell us, ¢ That Regular and Difciplin’d ‘T'roops
Care far fupericus to the beft and firongeft Miliria in
< ¢the Weorld, admitting this Condition,that thcre areno
¢ Regularcr Difciplin’d Troops i that Milicia. Butk
will make bold ro teliyou, thara Miliria may be as
weli Difciplin’d asany aArmy ;- nay our own Army, if
they were Disbanded, will moft of them be fent to the
Miliciay and I fuppofecalling.chein by a new Name
will not male them wortfe Saldicrs. - Now as to your
Inftances in Hiftory, 1 fhall only make this {mall Ob-
je€tion ro them all, That you arc miftaken in every
particular. . For the  Perfias -Army was made up of
Sranding Troops, kept up in the feycral Proviaces of
the Epire, and: not -of -Militia, as you falfly infoua-
ate: and with thefe Armies they conqueried eafily the
feveral Principalities which made up their vait Empire,
and. were defended by Sranding Armics; butr when
they came €0 fight with the Greek Militiz, all their
mighty Armies came to nothing. Of this w¢ have the

Inftances of Xemophon, Who with ten Thoulind Greels

marched three Theufand Miles through their Coun-

tty in fpight of a numerous Army obferving him.’

Afterwards of Agefilans, who with a {mall Sparran Mi-

liria had put an end to the Perfian Empire, 1f the Fae-’

tions of Greese had -not call’d him home. The adighty

Arty Of Xerxes ' was deftroyed by a_Greck  Mill-
tiz. Nay the betrer part of Alexander’s Army @as’

made

]
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made up of a Militia taken out of the feveral Cities of
Greece.

The Inftance you give of the Romuass, makes as
much againft you; for they found more difficulty in
conquering a few lirtle Commonwealths ahout them,
who fought by Militias, than A4fis, Egyps, andallthe
Arbirrary Governmepts they conquered, which fought
again.ft them with ftandjng Armies. Who will depy
that Ce/ar’s Conquefts oyver the G4ifick Miljtia, were
greater than Pompey’s over the Affatick tanding Armies ?
-And whereas you fay, Page 11th, © That nothing fiood
¢ before the Romen Armies whilft they were keps under
¢ Difcipline ; byt when all their Opder was broke, gnd
¢ they became a Militia, the Northern Natjoss in Eg-
¢ rope, as well as the Sargzeps in the Eaft, oversup the
¢ Roman Empire; I mylt take leave to {2y, the jult con-
grary £o this s true : for whillt they foughs by a Miligia,
they coaquer’d the whole World ; but afrerwards in
the time of the Emperours, .whsn they kept up
Standing Armies of three hugdred and fixty thoufand
Men, as Tacitas veckons them, they were overrun
by every Barbarous Narion that invaded rhem.

Your Inftapce of Fangital is nothing to -the pur-
ofe, tor the Carthaginians did not bear the Ramans,
ut Haspibel the Rowam Generals: He got no Viftory

but by his own fingle Conduét ; and when the Rosmigns
foughrt againft any othér General, they were {eldom un-
Juccefsful. : :

B . © The

R
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The Turks alfo met with much more trouble in fub
duing the Hungarianand Epirot Militias, than all their
Empire befides.  Scanderbeg with a {mall Militia came
off conftantly fuccefsful in twoand twenty Battles a-
gainft their pumerous Standing Armies. FHuniades and
Ris Son Mathias, fought always with Militias againft
the Twurkifb Standing Armics, and performed fuch Ac-
tions as Pofterity can hardly believe, and I am fure
were never equall’d by any other Force.

And whereas you fay, ¢ the Prefervation of England
¢ in Quecen Elizabeth’s time was by accident, and we
¢ mufl not always expeél tolive upon Miracles : I donc
find but that Excellent Princefs, and her Court, were
of another Opinion. We don’t find her, or her Crea-
rures, after the Spaniards werc defeated, to-ufe this
Cant to the Parliament. ¢ Gentlemen, you {ce what
¢« a Danger you have lately efcaped, we were prefer-
« yed by Providence and Chance, but I hope you
<« will not always expe& Miracles: It is meceffary to
« keep up a Standing Force, for I can’t depend upon
« ¢he Defence of my People. She fcorn’d fuch Trafh,
and would have cag’d any evil Counfellor who durit
give her fuch Advice: She thought her felf fafe in
the Affe@ion of her People, though this Gentleman,
at above a hundred Years diftance, tells her the con-
trary.

But you fecem 'very apprehenfive of being furprized
without notice; and mention, Page 5th, the late At-
tempts from /s Hogue and Calais 3 and that ¢if in a

¢ time
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¢ time of War and Jealoufie we were {0 near being fa-
¢ tally overrun, withcut warning or intelligence, it is
¢ much more poflible to fee fuch Defigas laid in times
¢ of Sloth and Quiet, wher we are under no Fears,
¢ and may have no notice of it. Sir, I have no bet-
ter Opinion of our Intelligence during the War, than
you have. However thic bufinefs of /& Hogue was
the Talk of the Exchange, and in all the publick
Prints, befides the Gazerte, two Months before it
happened: And as to that of Caleis, His Majetty,
by his extraordinary Care, furprized the Enemy with
feventy Sail on their Coalts, which they never ex-
pected. And that our Notice fhould be more difficule
in Peace than War, I cannot underftand, fince in the
latter all Ports are fhur, and Merchants ftopt ; and
in the former the Ports are open, Travellers abroad,
Merchants at Sea, and an Embaflador at ctheis

Courr.

Page the 8:h, you give a grear Chara&er of Arbi-
trary Government, where Men €are ruined that fail
‘ in performing what is cxpe@ed from them, in
¢ keeping the Secretsthat are enjoined them, by which
“ the Prince can exccute things in other manner than
¢ can be conceived by thofe that live in free Govern-
‘ments. Iam fure if Impunity of thofe who failin
performing their Duty, and in” keeping our Secrets,
be the Charatter of a free Government, we are free
witha witnefs. But I can’t {ece why the punifhing
of them fhould be inconfiftent with a free Govern-
ment.

B 2 And

<
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~ Asad after all, you fcem to apprehend as ill Confe-
wences from a STANDING ARMY as I
do, as Page the 142b, where {peaking of the Dangers
of it, you fay, ¢ This is a large Field, and Hiftory 13
‘(o full of Inftances of this kind, that in owill be eafy
¢ to open copioufly on the Subjeft. Fromn the Froturian
¢ Cohorts down to our Modern Armics, caosuph can
¢ be gathered to give 2 very frighcful Repreleatizion
¢of a STANI%ING AR MY. Apdeurcrwvards,
Page the 15th, ‘1 do not deny but{everal Inconves
¢ niences may be apprehended froma STANDINCG
¢<EORCE, and thercfcre 1 fhould not go wbout to
< perfwade you to it, if the thing did not feem? indifpen-
¢ fibly neceflary. Now I fuppoit by indifpenfible Ne-
ceflity you mean, you are fure without this Army
that our Neighbours will invade us, and that it is
impoffible our Fleets or Militia, however managed,
can be able to defend us : whether there is {fuch a
neceffity or not, I refer you to my Argument ; and
if there is not, you have given up the Queftion : For
you, ineffe&t, admita certain Slavery on one fide, and
if there is but contingent Ruin on the other, it is ealy
to determine of which fide the Balance lies. But
you fay that the Parliament flall overlock it:; but
will you be Security the Army flall not overlook
the Parliament ? O but thar can’t be if they are
kept up from Year to Year! ¢ Cefar with all his Ge-
¢ nius could not wori: his Army 0 it in lefs than ten
¢ Years.

Sir,
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Sir, If that be the exa& time of corrupting an Ar-
my, pray confider that ours hath been kept up nide
Years already. But I am as far from any Jealoufie:
of His prefent Maiz{ty as you are, and yet | am not
afraid to {2y, that Army which cando no hurr, cam
do no good.

It is impoflible to confider of a STANDING
FOR CE which fhall be {ufficient to oppofe a Fo-
reign Power, without confidering it at the famé time
fufficient ro fupprefs the Subje&t at home: for they
muft beat thofe who you fuppofé can beat us; ahd I
muft confefs I am unwilling to depend on their good
Will.

Sir, Page 15. you feem to.think meé a Jealous,
Melancholy and Timorous Man, overrun with the
Spleen; but I fancy my felf as free from all this
without a Place, as perhaps you are with one.
Come don’t fear yowr Stake, I dare give you Land
Security that you will come off a Winner.

And as for the Gallant Gentlemen of the Army, -
whom you fear will be Lofers, I fhall be as rea-
dy as ycu to recompenfe them for their Bravery.
But co fuppofe cur Fleets to be furprized and
berrayed, our Mlilitia to be recreanr, and all
cur Intetligence, Fidelity and Courage' to be lodged-
in a Standing Army, I muil confu{s is out of my
power. : -

¥
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In Page the 8th you fay, ¢ You can’t. fze fome Men
¢ grow all on afuddain fuch wonderful Patriots, fo
¢ jealous of the Prerogative, {uch Zcalots for publick
¢ Liberty, without remembring whart their Behaviour
¢ was in the late Reigos. Now I muft own to you,
I am better pleafed to fee this, than to fee fome
Men who were {uch wondertu] Patriots, <¢. in ihe
Iaft Reigns, a& the famec part n>w. as much as in
them lies, asthe others are faid ro Liave done formerly.

Before I have doneI muft take notice of one Paf-
fage in your roth Page. You fay, ¢ Whenever the fa-
‘ tal time comes that this Nation grows weary of
¢ Liberty, and has neither the Virtue, the Wifdom,
¢ nor the Force to preferve ics Conftitution, ir will
“deliver upall, lecall the Laws peffible, and all the
¢ Bars imaginable be putin the way toir. It is no
¢ more poffible to make a Government immortal, than
“to make a Man immortal, When I join this to
the fenfible Impreflions you feem to have of the
Danger of a Standing Army in the next Line, and
yet an indifpenfible Neceffity of keeping one, me-
thinks you give broad Hints thar you think our
time is come. Bur I doubt not there js Virtue e-
nough yet in England to preferve our Conftituti-
on, though a wifer Head than yours defigned irs
Ruine.

I will conclude in telling you we have a happy
Goverament, where the King hath all the Power nc-
ceflary to execute the Laws. All Title arifes upon

an
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an equal diftribution of Power; and he that gets an
over-balance of Power (for you and I are balan-
cing) takes away the Title from the reft, and leaves
them a Pofleflion without a Right, which is a Tenure
at the Will of the Lord.

Now Sir, if a Parliament fhould fubjet all the Lands
of England to this Tenure, I make no doubt your Szake
and mine would be as fafe during His Majefty’s Reign,
as in our own Poffeflion ; and yet if you will promife
me to bring in a Bill to that purpofe, Iam contented
that all T have (aid about a ftanding Army fhall go for.
nothing.

Sir, In hopes you will keep up your Correfpon--
dence, I conclude'my felf

Tour moft humble Servans.

FINTIS..



