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THE

Natural Hiftory

O F

SUPERSTITION.

IF
any Man furveys and contemplates

the Vifible World, the gr^^at and glo-

rious body of the Sun, iTiany thou-

fand times bigger than the Earth, its

immence diftance from us, this Globe

On which we live , and numerous other

Planets moving about it, and receiving

Vital warmth and Nourilhm.ent from its

Beams 5 if he purlues and agrandizes this

idea, by confidering the much greater

Diftance and Magnitude of the Fixt-Stars,

in all probability To many Suns, witH each

their particular fyftem of Worlds, and In-

habitants, and the frequent difcovery of

new ones, by the Invention of better

A J
Glafles



The Natural Htftory

Glafles and Telefcopes^ how tnuft head-
mire and adore the Power of God, who
has given being and motion to fuch vaft

Machines, created them of fuch figure and
magnitude, difpofed them in fuch order,

placed them at fuch diftances, gave them
fuch proper and fuitable morions, as oblige

them to perform the regular and ordinary

purpofes of his Providence, without the

conftant and momentary interpofition of

his Power.

Nor is It lefs confpkuous in the forma-

tion of inferiour Animals, in th'S little

part of the World in which we live, whofe

parts are fo adapted and difpofed by his

all-wife Providence, as by the neceffity of

their own Natures to perform the functions

and operations of their Beings : Hence we
fee that univerfal Harmony in all Creatures

of the fame Species 5 they have the fame

hopes and defires, the fame fears and aver-

lions^ fome kinds have intrepid Courage,

others Pannick Fears 5 Nature direfts fome

to force and violence, others to flight and

cun^ning^ fome prey upon Flelh, fome live

upon Fruits and Seeds, others upon Grafs

and Vegitables 5 Birds of the fame kind

build their Nefts with the fame. Contrivance,

and the fame Materials 5 all Creatures of

the fame kind defend therafelves with the

fame
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fame Addrefs and Cunning, and are caught

and trapan d by the fame Wiles and Arti-

fices, and generate others like them as na-

turally and necieflarily as a Tree or Vegetable

is produced from its Seed, with fome little

difference in individuals, owing probably

to the circumftance of foil, food, peculiar

accidents, or fomething perhaps parti*

cular in the formation of each Syftera.

His partiality to Mankind has not hindred

him from forming our Bodies in the fame

manner and of the fame Materials ^ he has gi-

ven us the fame Springs of Vital Motion, the

fame Nerves, Tendons, Veins and Arteries^

the like difpofition and organization of our
Brains, and confequently the like faculties

of Seeing, Feeling, Hearing, Tafting and
Smelling, the fame fenfations of Pleafure

and Pain, alike Defires and Averfions, alike

Hopes and Fears ^ we have the fame way
of coming into the World, and the fame

ways of going out of it. Nor can it be

denied that in many refpe(9:s we are ex-

celled by inferiour Creatures in the organi-

zation of our Bodies, as fome are Stronger,

others more Aftive, fome Bolder, others of
longer Continuance 5 moft kinds furpafs

us in the Acutenefs of one or more of our

Senfes, and fome in all of them.

A 4 Bui



8 The Natural Hiftory

But we have ample amends made us in

the Faculties of our Souls, which makes

it evident we were defigned for nobler

Ufes 3 for whereas other Animals appear to

have no thoughts or defires above their

quotidian Food , Eafe , Diverfions , or

Lufts , Men have vifibly larger and more
extenfive views, as not only from the or-

dinary and regular Syftem of the Univerfe

to carry their Minds to the great Creator,

but to infer from thence the Duty and
Obedience owing to him, and the Juftice,

Compaffion, Love and Affiftance owing to

one another. And fince the defed and nar-

rownefs of our natural Capacities has left

us in the Dark about a Future State, his

abundant goodnefs has amply fupplyed the

Ihortnefs of our knowledge with Divine

Revelation, and has difcovered and annexed

a ftate of immortal Happinefs to the natural

rewards attending a Juft and Virtuous Life.

But as there is no perfeftion in this frail

State, nor any excellency without fome
defcft accompanying it,fo thefe noble facul-

ties of the Mind have mifled and betrayed

us into Superflition, as appears in that

notwithftanding we are abundantly cauti-

oned not to miftake the Lupoftures of pre-

tended Prophets, the Frauds of Priefts,

and the Dreams and Vifions of Enthufiafts

for
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for Heavenly Revelations, and our own
infirmities and pannick fears for Divine

Impulfes, yet the Fables of the Heathens,

the Alchoran of Mahomet^ the more grofs

and impious Forgeries of the Papifts, and
the Frauds and Follies of fome who call

themfelves Proteftants, have fo far prevailed

over genuine Chriftianky, that the Righte-

ous and Faithful are but like the Gold to the

Earthy which could not have thus happened

in all Ages, unlefs fomething innate in our

Conftitutions made us eafily to be fufcep-

tibleof wrong Impreffions, fubje(3: to Pan-

nick Fears, and prone to Superftition and

Error, and therefore it is incumbent upon
us, firft of all to examine into the frame and
conftitution of our owji Bodies, and fearch

into the caufes of our Pafiions and Infirmi-

ties, for till we know from what Source or

Principle we are fo apt to be deceived by

others, and by our felves, we can never be

capable of true Knowledge, much lefs of

true Religion, which is the perfeftion of it.

I take this wholly to proceed from our

ignorance of Caufes, and yet curiofity to

know them, it being impoffible for any
Man fo far to divert himfelf of concern for

his own Happinefs, as not to endeavour to

promote it , and confequently to avoid

what he thinks may hurt him ^ and fince

there
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there murt be caufes in Nature for every

thing that does or will happen, either here

ox hereafter, it is hard to avoid follidtude

till we think we know them, and therefore

fince the Divine Providence has for the

moft part hid the Caufes of Things which
chiefly concern us from our View, we muft
either entirely abandon the eiK^uiry , or

fubflitute fuch in their room, as our own
Imaginations or Prejudices fuggeft: to us,

or take the Words of others whom we
think Wift^r than our felves, and as vi^c

believe have no intent to deceive us.

To thefe Weakneffes of our own, and
Fratids of others , we owe the Heathen
Gods and Goddelfes, Oracles and Prophets,

Nimphs and Satyrs, Fawns and Tritons,

'Furies and Demons, mbft of the Stories of

j

Conjurers and Witches, Spirits and Appari-

tions, Fairies and Hobgoblins, the Dodirine

iiof Prognofticks, the numerous ways of Di-

vination, viz. Oniromancy, Sideromancy,

Tephranomancy , Botonomancy, Crommyo-
mancy, Cleromancy, Aeromancy, Onomato-
mancy, Arithmomancy, Geomancy, Aleftry-

omancy, Cephalomancy, Axinomancy, Co-
fcinomancy, Hydromancy, Onychomancy,
Daftylomancy, Chriftallomancy, Cataptro-

mancy, Gaftromancy, Lecahomancy, Alphi-

tomancy, Chiromancy, Orneomancj and
Necro-
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Necromancy, Horofcopy, Aftrology and Au-
gury, Metopofcopy and Palmiftry, the fear

of EcJipfes, Comets, Meteors, Earthquakes,

Inundations, and any uncommon Appear-
ances, though ever fo much depending upon
Natural and Neceflary Caufes, nor are there

wanting People otherwife of good under-

ftanding, who are affefted with the falling

of a Sale-Seller, eroding of a Hare, croaking

of a Raven, howling of Dogs, fcreaching

of Owls, the motion of Worms in a Bed-

fteed, miftaken for Death- Watches , and
other as fenfles and trifling Accidents.

Tis this Ignorance of Caufes, ®»t:. fubjefts

us to miftake the Phantafms and Images of

our own Brains (which have no exiftence

any where elfe) for real Beings, and fub-

fifting without us, as in Dreams where we
fee Perfons and Things, feel Pain and Plea-

fure, form Defigns, hear and make Dif*

courfes, and foraetimes the Objefts are re-

prefented fo Lively to our Fancies, and the

Impreflions fo Strong, that it would be

hard to diftinguifh them from Realities, if

we did not find our felves in Bed.

But if a Melancholy Man fitting by him-
felf id a doleful Mood, with his Brains

brooding upon Vifions and Revelations,

(hould careledy nod himfelf half a Sleep,

and his Imagination having received a

vigorous
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vigorous reprefentation of an Angel de-
livering a Meffage to him, (hould Wake
in a Surprize , without having obferved
his own Sleeping ( as often happens ) I

cannot fee how he (hould diftingiiilh it

from a Divine Vifion.

There have been furprifing Inftances of
this kind in extatick Fits and Trances,
which are but Sounder Sleeps, that caufe

more lively and intenfe Dreams : fome
in thefe Delirium's have fancied their Souls

to have been tranfported to Heaven or
Hell , to have had perfonal Communica-
tion with God and the Holy Trinity,

have given defcriptions of the Angels
and their Habitations, and brought back

Meffages, Propheljes and Inftruftions to

Mankind, which Phoenomena*s, however
ftrange at firft fight, are eafily to be ac-

counted for by natural caufes, for the

ideas and operations of our Minds being

evidently produced, by the agitations and
motions of the internal parts of our own
Bodies, and impreffions heretofore made
on them, as well as the adtions of Ob-
jefts without us ( which will be made
appear in the fequel of this Difcourfe. )
It muft neceflarily happen when the Or-
gans of Sence f which are the Avenues
and Doors to let in external Objefts )

are
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3

are (hut and locked op by Sleep, Diftem-

pers, or ftrong Prejudices, that the imagi-

nations produced from inward Caufes muft
reign without any Rival, for the Images

within us ftriking ftrongly upon, and
affefting the Brain, Spirits, or Organ, where
the imaginative Faculty refides , and all

Objefts from without, being wholly, or in

'a great meafure (hut out and excluded, fo

as to give no information or afliftance, we
muft unavoidably fubmit to an evidence

which meets with no contradidion, and
talce things to be as they appear.

I conceive that Ig?:k Fatnusof the Mind,
which the Vifionaries in all Ages have
called the Inward Light , and leads all

that have followed it into Pools and Ditch-

es, to be like what is before defcribed :

for by their own defcription *it is only
to be attained by renouncing the Senfes, and
all the Intelledual Faculties, and wholly
fequeftring their Thoughts from World-
ly and material Objefts, by which eleva-

tion of Mind, they arrive to a more clofe

and intimate union with God, have in-

ternal communication with him, and by
immediate Motions and Infpirations learn

all Truths, and whatever is neceffary to

be done. This is what Men of vulgar

Notions call fending their Wits for a

Venture^
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Venture^ and indeed is but a waking
Dream, for they alike lock up all their

outward Senfes, which are the only Con-
duits of Knowledge, and deliver them-
felves up to the guidance of wild Fancy,

and confequently rauft be aftuated who-
ly by their feveral Complexions, Con-
ftitutions and Diftempers , which often

make them /x/V» like, embrace their own«
Clouds and Foggs for Pieties.

The fame Vifions happen to us when
our Organs are indifpofed by Sicknefs,

and then according to the Nature of oqr

Diftcrapers, we fee fuch appearances

as our former Prejudices and Educa^

tion have rendered moft Dreadful or

Delightful to us : Spmetimes we fee An-
gels and Beatifick Vifions, fometimes Di-

vels with' Inftruments of. Fear and Hor^

four.

The like is common amongfl: Melan-r

choly and Hypocondriack Men, who often

aft in the Government of themfelves and
Families with Prudence enough , and
fometimes have excellent qualifications in

other refpefts, and yet a particular De-
lufion has got fuch hold of their Fan-

cies , that it is out of the Power of
their Friends otherwife to Cure theni,

thao by feeming to comply with their

Ima^i-
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Imaginations: One thought his Nofe long \

enough to open Gates, another thought (

himfeif a Glafs Bottle , and bid People \

ftand oat of his way left they (hould

Break Him 5 Even the Reverend Dr. Pel-

ting believed himfeif with Child , and
could not be convinced to the contrary,

till a Midwife pretended to deliver hioi

of a Falfe Conception. Some have con- /

ceited themfelves to be God the Father,

the Meffias, the Holy Ghoft, the Angel
Gabriel, to be Monarchs, Popes and Em-
perours, others have fancied themfelves

to be Dogs, Cats and Wolves : Beaumont
A Gentleman now Living has of spirits,^.

given an account in Print of 39^.

his Converfation with Spirits for feveral

Years together, and clofes his Account
with a diftrufi: of the reality of their

Converfation with him, though he had
faid before they appeared to him to he

real. Many inftances of this kind are

to be found in Burtons Melancholy^ and
more to be feen at Bedlam.

When the Delufions are thus apparent
they ferve others for Mirth and Diver-
fion, and do no harm 5 but if they
happen to Pcrfons , of whofe Godlinefs
and Wifdom we have conceived an Opi-
Uion, they cannot fail of making ftrorig
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impreffions upon us, efpecially if their

Vifions concur with our Prejudices and
natural Fears*

Though true Religion improves the

Faculties, exhilerates the Spirits, makes
the Mind calm and Serene, renders us

ufeful to Society, and moft aftive in the

Affairs of the World, yet I dont know
how it has happened, that in all Ages
and Countries, Fanatical, Melancholly

,

Enthufiaftick, Monkifti, Reclufe, Seque-

iftred Perfons have pafled upon the World
for Religious, fuch who lived in Cloi-

Iters and Caves or became Pilgrims and Her-

mits, who feeming not to mind the Af-

fairs of this World , were believed tq

know the more of the next.

As nothing but difappointed Pride, in-

difpofition of Body, difturbance of Mind,
or dejeftion of Spirit, can work about

this Strange Metamorphofis, fo it is im-

poffible when Men have abandoned the

natural calm and ferenity of their Minds,

and difturbed their Organs with wild ima-

ginations, but they muft fee Vifions both

Sleeping and Wakings and when they

have thus thoroughly impofed upon them-

felves, it will not be diflScult to deceive

others , for there are fo many in all

Countries^ whom Ignorance, Pride, Con-
ceit,
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ceit, ill habit of Body, Melancholly and
Splenatick Tempers , unfortunate Cir-

cumftances, caufelefs and fecret Fears,

and a pannick difpofition of Mind have

prepared for fuch Impreffions, that they

can never want followers enough 5 not

to mention fuch who embrace their O*
pinions Fraudulently, and to ferve their

own Ambition and Profit.

Which of our Senfes does not often

deceive us ? Our Tafts and Smell will

be quite Vitiated ^ ftrong preflures of
the Ears make us hear Noifes , of the

Eyes , fee Fire 5 Strangling makes the

whole World appear in Flames 5 the

Janndies make every thing feem Yel-

low 5 Calentures make the Sea look
like a Delightful Green Medow ^ things

ftrait in the Water will appear crook-

ed 5 Mirrours will make Bodies appear

where they are not, and magnifie, mul-
tiply, or leffen them 3 Bodies by Refra-

tion will feem otherwife then they are,

and by the Refleftion , and due po-
fition of Glaffes, may be made to appear

in different Places.

It's evident the Divine Wifdom hath
fo formed and united our Souls and
Bodies , that they mutually ad upon

B one
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one another, infomuch that there is no
aftion of the Mind that does not caufe

a correfpondent one in the Body ^ nor
no motion of the Body, that does not

produce a fuitable affeftion in the Mind.
The different Paffions of Love, Hate,

Contempt, Shame, Pity, Hope, Def-

pair, Admiration, Fear, Courage, An-
ger, Luft, dv. not only caufe different

Lineaments and Features in the Face

,

but give different motions to the Nerves,

Mufcles, and every part of the Body ^

nor on the other fide, can the Body
receive any impre(Iion& in which the

Mind has not its (hare: Both come in-

to the World together, and are after-

wards joint Partners in all the emer-

gencies of Life : Both encreafe in Youth,
decline in Age , are nouri(hed with

Food, enlivened with Wine, altered

with Weather , refrelhed with Sleep

,

improved by Exercife , fatigued with

Labour, opprefTed with Gluttony and
Drunkennefs , enervated with Sicknefs,

and often all the Noble Faculties and
Operations of the Mind, are quite de-

ftroyed by the accidental difturbance of
the Organization of the Body, and fome-

times fet right again, and recovered by Phi-

fick or Surgery. Be-
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Befides every thing in Nature is in

conftant Motion, and perpetually emit-

ting Effluviums and minute Particles of

its Subftance, which operate upon, and
ftrikc other Bodies. How are we af-

fefted with Smells and imperceptible

Vapours , which often caufe Epidemi-

cal Diftempers ? Dogs will purfue their

Mafters Scent through crouds of Peo-

ple, and will trace their Steps through

a Country, and find their way Home
again at a great diftance ^ fome People

will turn Pale, and even Sound at a

Cats being in the Room 5 we are of-

ten infefted with Diftempers at a di-

ftance, the poifonous Particles float-

ing in the Air are often carried about

in the Cloths of Phifitians, Nurfes and
Vifirants. And as Diftempers are thus

caufed by Noxious Effluviums, I fee no
reafon why in fome cafes they may
not be cured by fuch as are agreeable

and Salutiferous ^ Greatnx is faid to

have cured many Diftempers by his

Touchy The Kings Evil is often cu-

red by the Stroaking of a Ring right-

ly Anoynted , together with the help

of a vigorous Imagination, which is as

unaccountable 3 fome at the point of

B 2 Death
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Death have been cured by putting a

Young Vigorous Perfon in the fame

Bed ^ and 'tis a common obfervation,

if a Healthy and Difeafed Perfon lye

together, one grows better and the other

worfe.

Since therefore both Mind and Body
are vifibly affeded with the Aftions

of other Beings, and of one another,

and wherever we move we arc furround-

ed with Bodies, all which in fome de-

gree operate upon us, it cannot happen
in the variety of aftions and events in

the World, but fome muft appear ve-

ry extraordinary , and will not fall

within common Obfervation, which has

given opportunity to Men of Fraudu-

lent intention, to impofe upon the Ig-

norance and Credulity of others.

How many Nations formerly, and
even at this Day, believe Eclypfes and
Comets to be Supernatural 5 and to de-

nounce the Anger of the Gods? How
many miftake the Stagnation of their

own Blood for being Hag-ridden? How
many Enthufiafts take their own Pre-

judices and Whimfeys for Divine Im-
pulfes, and the ftruggels of, their Rea-
fon for Temptations of the Devil? How

many



Of Super/lition. 21

'many the Legerdemain and Tricks of

Juglers for Conjuring and Witchcraft ?

What Frauds may be afted with Glafles,

Speaking Trumpets, Ventriloquies, Ec-

choes, Phofpherus , Magick Lanthorns

,

&c. ? Mathematicians for many Ages

were thought to deal with the Devil,

and in our own a Dancing Mare was
Burnt in the Inquifition of Portugal For-

merly Madmen were thought to be De-
moniacks, and in fome Countries at this

Day, their Perfons are efteemed Sacred,

and their Raying to be Prophecy. The
Americans take Paper and Letters to be

Spirits which carry Mens Thoughts from

one to another, and indeed 'tis hardly

conceivable by Nations who have no
Notion of Writing, how Men (hould

Converfe at a diftance, and know one
anothers Thoughts, but by the mediation

of vifible or invifible Agents. If any one

(hould have more exquifite Senfes than

other Men (which is not difBcult to fup-

pofe ) how many Difcoveries would he

make unaccountable to the reft of Man-
kind ^ If he could follow Men or Beafts

by the Scent like Dogs, or See in the

Dark like Cats ; If he had the fame

Natural Prefage of Tempefts, Thunder
B 3 and
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and Lighrning, Fair and Foul Weather,

as fome Animals both at Sea and Land
feem to have, how many People might

he deceive by feeming Wonders and

Miracles? We naturally admire what we
cannot apprehend, and feem to do fome
fort of credit to our Underftandings,

in believing whatever is out of our reach

to be Supernatural.

Many in other refpefts prudent enough,

give too much countenance to thefe Fol-

lies, ill conceiving they attribute more

Honour to the Divine Omnipotence,
when they fuppofe he afts po re nati^

and accommodates his Providence to each

fingle Aftion and Emergency, then in

believing that his Eternal Wifdom hath

fo contrived and framed the whole Sy-

ftem of Nature , and in its Original

Conftitution implanted fuch Caufes, as

by their own energy (hall produce all

the Events in the World, (unlefs for

fome particular Reafons he thinks fit

to interpofe his immediate Providence )

than which nothing feems to be more
derogatory to his Power, or more con-

trary to the Nature of Things, which in

many inQances we all allowo

Who
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Who is there that does not perceive

that in Dreams, our Thoughts and De-
fires are the natural and neceffary pro-

duftions of the afFeftions of our Bo-

dies ? If we lye Hot, we are fubjeft to

Angry and Paffionate Dreams, if Cold,

to Fearful ones^ A Loaded Stomach

raifes up Apparitions of Devils , Ter-

rors and Death ^ Opium gives to many
the moft agreeable Senfations 5 Dream-
ing upon our Backs inclines us to Laf-

civious and Wanton Thoughts, and a

due temperament of Body gives Sound
Sleep without any Dreams at all ^ - and
yet how few are there , that do not

believe their Wakeing Thoughts are all-

togecher in their Power, without being

able to give any Reafon for the diffe-

rence }

Who is there that does not fee th^t

the Raving of a Man in a Feavour

,

the wild Difcourfe of one in Bedlam
,

the Extravagancies of Drunken Men

,

and the Vifions of Diftrafted, are the

neceffary effei^-s of Di (temper, and a dif-

ordered Brain > and yet how few be-

lieve the fame of the other Follies and

Impertinencies of their Lives , though

bqt leffer degrees of the fame Paflions >

B 4 much
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much more if we meet with any un-
common Appearances or Phcjenomena's

of Nature, we immediately folve all our

Doubts in recurring to the Divine Om-
nipotence.

Nature in many circumftances feems

to work by a fort of fecret Magick
,

and by ways unaccountable to us, and

yet produces as certain , and regular

events as the moft obvioufly Mechani-

cal Operations. Paffions of the Mind,
as well as Anions of the Body 5 are

not only communicated by all the Sen-

fes, but probably by other ways in-

difcernable to us: Mufick not only

works us into variety of Paffions, but

is faid to cure the Bite of a Tarantu-

la^ and makes the Perfon AfFefted Skip

and Dance in fpight of his raging Pain:

How many can avoid being affefted with

tfie Groans or Sight of one in Mife-

ry, any unufual Tone of the Voice, the

Solemnity of a Coronation, the Pomp
of a Funeral, the Farce of a Procef-

fion , the Power of Eloquence, the

Charm es of Poetry, the rich and fplen-

ded Equipage of Great Men, or the

folemn Dump of an Enthufiaft? Sud-

idain good or ill News give fuch vio-
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lent agitations to the Spirits , as fome-

times kills the Patient 5 many are fright-

ned into Convulfive Fits, and even in-

to Diftraftion 3 the fight of our Friends

in Joy or in Grief produce the fame

afFeftions in us, before we know the

caufe of it in them 5 the Paffion of
Love is conveyed by wanton Glances,

by the Touch, the Motion, and the Ear 5

and as far as appears to us , all other

Paffions are communicated by like means 5

The Frights and Longings of Women
with Child ftamp Images and Impref-

fions, of the things feared or defired,

on the Faetus's , which laft after they

are Born, and (ometimes as long as they
live 5 There was once a remarkable ac-

cident happened at the Afting of Att'-

dromeda^ at Abdera a Greek City, up-
on an extream hot Day , that many of
the Speftators fell into Feavours \ and
had this accident from the Heat and
Tragedy together , that they did no-
thing but pronounce Jambiques, with the

Names of Perfem and Andromeda 3 The
Yawning of one Perfon infers a whole
Company 5 the Tone, the Motions, the

Geftures, and Grimaces of thofe we
converfe with fteal infenfibly upon us,

even



26 The Natural Hiflory

even when we endeavour to avoid them s

Not only Nations and Se&s, but Pro-

feffions , and particular Societies of

Men for the moft part contraft peculiar

Airs, and Features, which are eafily

diftinguifhable to a nice obferver, and
one but of moderate skill in Phifiog-

nomy will difcover a Parfon, a Qua-
ker, or a Taylor, drefs them how you
pleafe.

There is a certain Sympathy and An-
typathy in Nature , or to exprcfs my
felf otherwife, fo agreeable or contrary

contexture of different Bodies, as by a

fort of natural Mechanifm do incline

to, or avoid another, this appears not

only in Phifical and Philofophicai Ex-

periments, but by many vulgar and
common Obfervations ^ feme bodies can-

not be made to unite, others will not

feparate^ The Loadftone draws Iron to

it , Gold Quickfilver ^ The Senfitive

Plant (brinks from your Touch 5 Some
forts of Vegitables, though fet at a di-

ftance, attraft one another and twine

together, others grow farther apart ^

Turkicocks fly at Red ^ Pheafants will

ftare upon the Eyes of a Fox till they

fall upon him 3 a Ratlefnake fixing his

Eyes



of Super/iition. 2i

Eyes upon a Squerril, will make him run

into his Mouth.

All forts of Animals have their in-

clinations and difgufts to others , and
we our felves have fecret affeftions and
averfions to Perfons, and Things, that

we can no otherwife give an account

of, then that Effluxes of Volatile A-
nimal Spirits flow conftantly from us,

of fuch form and configuration as eafi-

ly permeate and penetrate fome Bodies,

and are refifted by others of different

textures and compofition , and when
entered, communicate the fame paffions

and difpofitions to Bodies fuitably dif-

pofed, as they caufed in the Body from
whence they came , and in Bodies o-

therwife formed different Operations,

as the fame Wind or Breath blown in-

to different Inftruments caufes various

Mufick.

This may help to unriddle many
Phsenomena's and appearances of Nature,

vulgarly afcribed to Fafcination and
Witchcraft 5 for why may not the dif-

agreeable effluviums of a Difeafcd Old
Woman give a Child Convulfive Fits,

as well as the Meazeh and the S^a^
Vo;^^ and the poifonous and melancholy

Vapours
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Vapours fteaming from an Enthufiaft,

caufe Diftraftion and Raving as well

as the Bite of a Mad Dog>
We perceive in a thoufand inftaqces,

the anions of others by an undefigned

imitation produce the like in our felves 5

No Man is furprized to hear of one

thrown into Convulfive Fits, with di-

ftorted Limbs and Countenance, at the

fight of another in the fame conditi-

on, and yet if a poor Enthufiaft with

his Brains intoxicated with reading the

Revelations, who has made a lucky

difcovery that the laft Day is at hand,

when the reft of Mankind are to be

deftroyed, that he and his acquaintance

may enjoy Dominions , Principalities,

and Powers 5 I fay if fuch uncom-
mon agitations of the Mind (hould pro-

duce as uncommon agitations of the

Body , and caufe the fame in others,

whofe Intellefts and Organs are wound
up to the fame pitch (as when two
Violins are tuned alike, if you ftrike

upon one, the other Sounds ) immedi-

diately half the World is in an up-

roar: Some vf\\\ have thefe Fanatical

Throws and Convulfions to be the work-

ings and flowings of the Holy Ghoft 5

the
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the Parfons will have them to be fome

of the Devils Tricks to dumfound the

Church 5 and even Men of good Senfe

are not u^ithout apprehenfions, that they

may be Jugling and confederate Kna-
very in order to fome dangerous de-

fign , whereas they are as natural as

Agues, Apoplexies, Epilepfies, or Fits

of the Mother , which were formerly

thought to be fupernatural , and the

Perfons affefted to be poffeffed with

Spirits and Demons. Sir Richard Buck:

ley has endeavoured to prove thefe a-

gitations always attended the true Pro-

phets, and the Letter of Enthufiafm has

fully (hewn they always accompanied
the falfe ones.

To ftop the natural courfe of our
Spirits, colleft them all together, and
endeavour to keep them fixt upon one
fingle Objeft or Opinion, is like dam-
ing up the Current of a River, and
leaving part of its Channel dry, that

it may overflow the adjacent Countrey.
The Beams of the Sun v*^hilft difperfed

give vital warmth, and nouriftiment to

Men , Beafts , and Vegetables , but if

contrafted to one point would fet the

World on Fire 5 fo the Spirits of Man,
whilft
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whilft difFufed through the Body, give

proper and futable Motions and Vigour
to the whole Machine , but if colleft-

ed all together muft either burft the

Veins , or caufe exceffive Pains , Con-
vulfions 5 Agitations , fits of Quaking
and Trembling. A violent intention

of Mind , long fixt upon the fame
Objeft , never fails giving Convulfive

Diftempers, or making the Perfon Di-

ftrafted.

Some of the Quakers (if we may
believe the Reverend Mr. George Keith

in his Magick, of Huak^nfm ) have ar-

rived to a great proficiency in this na-

tural Magnetifm, or Magick, having by
a watchful and accurate obfervation of
thefe mutual Effluxes and Emanations

,

which flow from one to another , at-

taind to a difcernment of Spirits, that is

by the Eye, the Touch, and even by
being in the fame Room, to the know-
ledge of their Friends from their Ene*
mies, or thofe of the fame Party, Inte-

reft and Faftion, from thofe of another

:

He fpeaks of it as an undoubted mat-
ter of Faft known amongft them, that

as betwixt the former there is an op-

pofition of Spirit to Spirit, that may
be
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be felt, fo between the latter there is

an Unity, Amity or Friendfhip of Spirit
to Spirit, that is fo difcernable, that they
rarely mi (lake their Foe for their Friend
though all his Words, Carriage and
Aftions pretend it : They feel fome fe-
cret Effluviums go forth from their Hearts
mutually from one another, and to one
another, which are received by thofe
of the fame Spirit, like a plealant Oyl or
Cordial that doth fenfibly gratifie them,
but by thofe of another Spirit ( if they
can find room to enter ) like fo many
Finns and Needles that wound them

,
and penetrate the very Heart and Vital
parts 5 and when the Patient hath ftrength
enough to refift their impreffions, he per-
ceives only fome fmall irapulfe or touch
which is ungrateful to him.
He farther tells us, this Spirit of Qua-

kerifm is not only communicated by
the Sight, the Touch, by Melodious
and Mufical Soundsf^ as well without
Words as with them , but fometimes
only by the fimple feeling of a migh-
ty Power that exerts it felf in their
Silent Meetings, which not only over-
comes little Children , but Perfons at

Age,
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Age, and he gives an inftance of ma-

ny Boys and Girls at a Quakers Meet-

ing at Wahham ^ feized with (hivering

Fits like an Ague, which went off and

returned for feveral Weeks together.

This Author who was formerly one

of them , and is now a Mimfter of

the Church of England^ would never

in a Book written againfi the Delu-

fions of Quakerifm confefs thefe Fafts,

and endeavour to folve them by Natu-

ral caufes, if he had not thought them

to be undeniable, and though *tis not

eafie for others to give intire credit to

fuch uncommon Relations, yet we may
be fure the firfl: Propagators of this

Fanaticifm muft have hit upon fome

fecret in Nature to ftrike the Paffions,

or fo confiderable a Seft could not on
a fuddain ftart up from fo inconfidera-

rable a Founder as a poor Shoemaker

^

without Articles or Priefts , though ex-

cluded from Honours and Offices, Re-
proached, Contemn'd, their Eftates Con-
fifcatcd, their Perfons Banilhed or thrown
into noifom Goals and Dungeons, and

what is more, they continue to encreafc

though they are let alone.

It's
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Its a fevere circumftance which at-

tends thofe who oppofe received Opini-
ons

, that in Argument they muft ad-.

mit every thing fuppofed by their Ad-
verfaries to be true, if it be poffible,
and often what is not fo, if the im-
poffibility be not very apparent 5 When
once Men have imbibed ftrong Preju-
dices, vi^hich ferve their prefent Intereft,
or arike forcibly upon their Hopes and
Fears, every thing in Nature (hall be
made to contribute to their Syftem^
Misfortunes to their Enemies are God s

Judgments for their Sins , and fo are
their Succefles too, becaufe they become
thereby confirmed in their Errors ^ Good
fortune to themfelves , is God's Re-
ward for their Piety, ill Succefs is his
Correction for their Amendment 5 eve-
ry Thought which confirms their Opi-
nion is a Divine Impulfe, which con-
tradi(fts them, a Suggeftion of the De-
vil ^ every accident that attends them,
every good or ill Seafbn, every com-
mon as well as uncommon appearance
in Nature, is made an immediate Adfc
of God, and either a Bleffing or Judg-
ment

5 any unufual Operation of their
own Minds or Bodies is imputed to

C the
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the Holy Ghoft, of others that are of

different Sefti to the Devil, fo that

'tis impoflible to Convert a well fet-

led Enthufiaft; you will in vain deny

any thing to be fupernatural which he

thinks fo , unlefs you can (hew a vi-

fible connexion between the Caufe and

the Effeft, and often that will not do

neither, becaufe the weak efforts of Car-

nal Reafon, are unable to fearch into

the hidden Mifteries of God.

Who would undertake to convince

one of the Seft juft before mentioned,

that his Tranfports , and his Pannick

Fears, his Tremblings and his Quakings

are owing to Natural Caufes, and not

the immediate Spirit of God > 'Twill

be in vain to tell him that the fame

were common to an Infamous Seft in

Old Rome, to the Pythian Prophetefs

,

the Syhills^ the AUnmbrati in Spain, the

Fanaticks in Germany^ are now Afted

over again by a new whimfical Seft in

England , and indeed have accompanied

almoft every Fanaticifm that ever ap-

peared in the Worlds He has an An-

fwer ready, which is proof againft all

Objeftions, that himfelf and thofe of
j

his Party are Infpired by the Holy-

I

_

^
Ghoft,

2 1



" Of SuperItitton. 35
Ghoft , but ail others are Attuated by

the Devil , in order to prom.)te Here-

fy; It requires lefs pains to believe a

Miracle , than to difcover it to be an
Irrporture, or account for it by the

Powers of Nature, which notwithftand-

ing I think may be fhewn to have pro-

duced and fet at work moft of the

Enthufiarms that ever happened , and
particularly our Illuminated Sefts here

at Home , with all their Convulfions ^

Tremblings and Qaakings.

It has been already obferved, that ma-
ny of our Paffions will not only caufe

agitations of the- Body, Convulfive Fits

and Trances, bur even Kill us 5 great

exceffes of Love Fear or Joy, will make
us Shake and Quiver, great veneration

for the Perfon or Affen.bly we Speak

before , will m^ke many Tremble and
Quake like an Afpen Leafy fome have

been ftruck Silcrt, and others have fal-

len to (he Ground^ How tht:n muft an
Enthufiaft be furprized , who believes

himfelf honoured with the extraordina-

ry Vifits of a Deity, and the IlJap-

fes of the Holy Ghoft into his Soul?
What Motions, Ai/itations, Convulfions,

Tremblings and Qaakings muft be caus'd

C 2 by
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by the co-operation of the Paffions of
Love, Devout Fear and Av^^e, Joy and
Veneration in fo high and tranfcendcnt

a degree? What agreeable Senfations

muft he feel ? How RaviQiing Joys and
Tranfporcing Raptures .<? Sure whoever
goes about to undeceive him, would
deferve the fame Thanks as thofe who
Cured the Madman in Horace , that be-

fore thought himfelf a Prince, and when
he found his Miftake , cryed out in a

Rage
3

Pol me occidjflk^ Amici^

Non fervatis a'tt^ chi fie extorta volupfas^

Et demftHsper vim mentis gratiffimns Error.

As thefe and many other furprizing

Appearances, are only the co-operations

and united force of different, and fome-

times contrary Paffions, fo our Paffions

are the Mechanical and neceflary Ef-

fefts of the Complexion, Conftitution,

and Diftempers of our Bodies, which

take their rife, and receive conftant al-

teration from the Accidents of Diet,

Climate, Air, Education, Phifick, Exer-

cife, and the perpetual Aftions of exter-

nal Objeasencompaffing us on every fide.

Phifi-
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Phifitians have difcovered certain Mij:-

tures oi the Elements, and firft Princi-

ples of the Bodies of Animals , which
they have diftingui(hed by the Names
of Sanguine, Phleme, Yellow Cho-
Jer , and Black, which is alfoS called

Melancholy , an4 common experience

proves that from the different mixture,

a vain and variation of thefe Humours,
pr fome other compounds , are owing
all the Difpofitions and Diftempers of
the Mind and Body.

Sanguine, is a compofition of Hot and
Moift, and flouii(hes moft in Youth,
gives a vigorous motion to the Limbs,

a Purple, kofy, and florid Complexion
to the Face, white ajid foft Skin, (hi-

ning arid reddifh Hair on the Head,
and little on the Body: It Ferments

like New Wine jufl: put into the Cask,

makes us Thoughtjefs, Brisk and Airy,

Bold, infolent and Wanton, Extrava-

gant, Luxurious, and immoderately gi-

ven to Mirth and Pleafure, which Hq»

race well defcribes in the following Ver*

fes,

Jmberbis Jnvenjs tandem,^ Cuflode remoto^

Qaffdet equis^ cambufq*^ & aprki gra^if^e

^ /ca^/pi, C
J Q-
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Cereus in vitium fleilt^ ntoniiorthus afper^

Utilium tardus frovifor^ frodigus c^ris^

Suhlimk cHpidttJ^ue^ d^ amnta relwquere per^

nix.

It caufes in Sleep foft and gentle Va-

pours to rife to the Brain , which in-

ipire agreeable and pleafant Dreams

,

and chiefly of fuch Subjefts as the Mind
is converfant with in the Day, as is well

exprelFed by Claudian.

Ownia que fenfu volvuntur vofa diurno

Pe&ore fopito reddtt arnica quks»

Venator defeffa toro jam mtmhra reponit^

Mens tamen ad fylvas C^ fua lufira redit
5

J:id/cibf^ Iftes^ auriga fomnia currm

Vanaq\ no&urnis nttta cavetur equis ^

Furio gaudet amans^ permutat navUa merus^

Et vigil elapfus qH£rit avarus opes^

Blandaq-^ largitur frttfira fitientibus £gris

Irrignus gelid pocula fonte fopor :

Me qnoq-j ntufarnm ftudiym fitb noUefihnti^

Artibus ajjltetis follicitare folet

Lib. 3. Pr^e.

Fieme is a mixture of Cold and Moift,

atid abounds in Winter, when the Jui-

ces for want of due Warmth and Mo-
tion
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tion are Crude and Indigelted , like

Wine in the Prefs before it has Fer-

mented. The Complexion is white, the

Skin foft , the Urine pale , the Body
inclinable to be grofs, the Mufcles and
Veins funk and hid, the Hair lank and
thin , and for want of Nourifhmenc

quickly grows grey ^ the native Heat

being overcome with Moifture, the Sen-

fes become lefs quick , the Powers of
the Mind dull, fluggifti and ftupid, the

Speech flow , and the Memory loofes

its retentive Faculty, but People of this

Complexion are Steady, Good-natured,

hard to be Provoked, and free from all

Guile, Fraud and Treachery.

In Sleep moift Vapours afcending to the

Brain, make them Dream of Hail, Snow,
Ice and Rain, of Rivers and Baths, and
fometimes they miftake their Bed for an

Urinal. This Conftitution caufes hea-

vinefs, ftuffings in the Head, running

and dimnefs in the Eyes , noifes and
ringing in the Ears, Diftillations, Coughs,
Catarrs , intenfe Pains, if the Humour
fettle in particular parts, as alfo Scabs,

Tetters, Scurvies, Leprofies, and fome
forts of Feavours.

C 4 Choler
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Choler is a compofition of Hot and

Dry, of a fiery Colour and EfFed, and

abounds moft in the Summer Months:

It makes the Complexion pale, the Body
lean , flender and mufculous , the Skiti

hot and Hairy , the Hair curled , the

Water high coloured , the Pulfe fwift

and ftrong, and the Veins prominent.

People of this Complexion are Ghear-

ful, Forward and Aftive, have a great

command of Thoughts and Words, and

rowling and ready Eloquence, but are

Buify, Imperious, Paffionate, Variable,

Uncertain, Graf^y, Defigning and Trea-

cherous.

cut Trijlia beUa^

JraqS^ infidtsq^^ & noxia crimina cordr.

In Sleep, burning Vapotirs flying up
to the Brain, caufe tumultuous and an-

gry Dreams, Fury and Slaughter raging

on every fide, and Towns, Cities and

Woods in Flames.

ExagHant vefana quks^ fintnique fnrentes

Atq-^ altena fremit vdni terroris imago,

Lucan. 1. 5.

This
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This Complexion inclines to the Jaun-
dies, to Twiftingsof the Guts, with in-

tollerable Pains and Tortures, to Terti-

an and Burning Feavers , which caufe

Raving and Frenzies.

The Atra-bilis or Melancholy, is a com-
pound of Cold and Dry, and abounds
moft in Spring and Autumn ; Its a Vif-

cous and Sour Juice, and confifts of
the thicker Parts and Dregs of the Blood,

which 'tis the Duty of the Liver to Se-

perate, and as it were to Scum and Cla-

rifies and if this Office be duly per-

formed the Spirits are Pure and Clear,

and give an aftive Motion to the Brain,

which caufes profufe Joy and Mirth
5

otherwife the Spleen and Ventricle be-

come Obftrufted, and then four and poi-

fonous Vapours afcending to the Brain,

as it were from corrupt and ftinking

Pools, the Animal Spirits are Vitiated,

from whence arife Swimmings in the

Head, Tremblings and Palpitations of
the Heart, deep Sighs, Inquietude and
alienation of the Mind, Grief, Anxie-
ty, Dejeftion, Abfurd Thoughts, Anxi-
ous and Pannick Fear§, and ^ defire of
Solitude.

Mifer
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Mifer in plvis mosnns errabat opacis

Per cawpos folus latos atqne avia regna^

Ipfi fiium cor edensy hominum vejiigia vi^

tans.

Every Noife frightens them, they di-

flruft every body, fear Friends and Ene-

mies alike, are haunted with vain and

caufelefs Terrors of Confcience, and both

fleeping and waking fee dreadful Images

and Apparitions of Devils and Chains be-

fore their Eyes.

Perpetua anxhtas^ nee menf^ tempore cejjat^

HoUe hrevam fi forte indulfit cura faporem^

Et toto verfata toro jam membra qmefcunt^

Continuo templum d^ vloUti nuwinis aras

Cpnf^TcHin fomno^ ac mentem fudoritf^ ur-

get:

Hi funt qui trepidant & ad omnia fulgura

pallent^

Cum tonat^ examines primo qnoque tempore

call.

Juven. Satyr. 13.

In Dreams they try to run away from

jhefe frightful Images, but in the Attempt

their Strength fails them, their Knees fink

^

' *

under
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under them, and their Limbs will not fup-

port the Weight of their Bodies, which
FirgH well decribes in the following

Verfes.

Ac velut in fomnk ochIos ubi langmda

jrefjit

NoSe qnies, nequkquam avidos extenders

curfiff

Velle videmnr^ d^ in med'm conatihus £gri

Snccidimufy nan lingud valet^ non corpore

not£

Sufficient vires, nee vox nee verba fequun*

tur,

Virg. Lib. 12.

Though this fort of Cholar is in its

own Nature cold, yet being very dry
takes Fire like Tinder. Arifiotle

obfervcs, when Melancholy is sca, 30!*

once heated, it is like Boiling

Water, and tranfcends the Flame of Fire,

and then Sulphurious Exhalations flying

up to the Brain, fill the Mind with lively

Imaginations
,

quicken and enlarge the

Wit and Invention, and make the Tongue
to Admiration fluent and eloquent, and
when heated to a great degree caufe Ra-
ving, Frenzy, andMadnefs.

TW$
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This will account for the fadden chan-

ges in Perfons of this Complexion ; When
the Humour is in its Natural State they are

heavy, grave, anxious, fearful, dejefted and

opprefs'd with Grief and Defpair 5 talk of

nothing but Humility, Mortification, Dif-

confolation and Dcfertion $ but if heated

with Exercife, Wine, the Converfation of
agreeable Men and Women, or any other

accidental Caufe on a fudden, they will

be furprizingly joyful, gay and wanton,
full of Laughter and pleafant Conceits,

bright, and fometimes extravagant thoughts

and Expreffions. Melancholy partakes

much of the Nature of Wine, which
makes fome Men pleafant, others quarrel-

fome, fome filent, others noifie, fome la-

fcivious, others impotent , fome crying,

others laughing.

Quid non ebrietas defignat .<? aperta recludif^

Spes jnbet ejje ratas in pr£lia trudit inermem^

SoUicitis animk onus eximit^ C^ docet artes

Fecundi cdices quern non fecere difertum .<?

Contra3k quem non in paupertate folutum ?

Hor. Lib. i. Ep. 5.

There are particular Features, Vifages,

Habits and Diftempcrs incide^nt \o both

:Mr thefe
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thefe Conditions of Melancholy, v^hich

for brevity fake I omit 5 nor do I pfetend

to have given an exaft Phyfical Account

of the other Phoenomena's above menti-

oned, much lefs to difcover the inward

Frame and Conftitution of Subftances 5

which can be known to no Man till God
Almighty in another State has giyen us

new Senfes and Faculties 5 (all the Know-
ledge we have in this, being fome f^w ob-

vious Effefts and Operations Bodies have

upon one another ^or is fuch exaftnefs

neceffary, my Purpofe being only to (hew

in general, that the Paffions and other qua-

lities of the Mind, are the neceffary Pro-

duftions of thefe, or fome other unknown
Mixtures and Compofitions of the Body,

which as they are infinitely variable in

Degree and Proportion, and receive per-

petual Alteration by the Bodies emitting

and receiving new Particles, as well as

different Modifications of thofe it had be-

fore by the Aftions of external Objects 5

fo our Features, Complexions, Conftitu-

tions, Diftempers, Senfes, Paffions, and
other Affeftions of the Mind , muft be

vaftly different, and probably two Men
never had exactly the fame, or the fame

Man at different time?-

.lAcer-
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A certain Organization of the Body

,

and Mixture of Juices in the Blood, con^

curring with fuitable and correfpondent

Aftions of other Beings without us, pro-

duce Prudence, Temperance, Moderation,

Humanity, Indolence and Complacency of
Mind ^ different Conftitutions produce vi-

olcnt and unruly Appetites : Our Virtues

as well as Health confift in having mode-
rate Defires and Averfions, or which is all

one, Hopes and Fears to which all our

Paifions are reducible ^ in a certain degree

they are neceffary to the Prefcrvation of our

Beings, and all the Duties of Life, in a

greater, they become Vices, and at laft Ra-
ving and Madnefs, Courage foon grows
into Anger , and then Rage ^ Frugality

makes an eafy Progreffion to Covetoufnefs,

then Miferablenefs, and that Want it wou'd
avoid 5 there is a ready tranfition from Be-

nevolence into Generofity Profufenefs and

Extravagance ^ from Religion not con-

duced by Reafon, into Superfticion and

Fanaticifm^ and of Hope into Confidence,

Pride, Conceit, and Vain-Glory. All thefe

in their Exceffes are feveral kinds of Mad-
nefs, which is but violent Paffion that pro-

duces ftrange and unufual Behaviour, of

the numerous forts whereof one might un»

roll a Legion, and perhaps no one is with-

out
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out a Tindlure of one kind or other,

which I am perfwaded the moft Sober

Mih will acknowledge true of himfelf,

if he reflefts upon the vanity and extra-

vagance of his Secret Thoughts, when he
fits or walks Mufing alone.

The M'nd in its natural State is con-

tented with common Thoughts and Con-
ceptions, but when the Spirits are rai-

fed above their proper Pitch , like fer-

mented Liquor, they endanger the Vef-

fel, and when elevated to a very high
degree, are Fired like Gunpowder, which
blows up it felf, and every thing elfe

about it: Some Indifpofitions make the

Body many times Stronger than in full

Health, others produce a ftrange and
uncommon Energy in the Brain, which
caufes furprizing Difcourfes, and Rap-
fodies of lofty Words and Thoughts,
and a ftrength of Imagination which is

inconceivable, that can bring and cure

Diftempers, carry People in Sleep out
of their Beds, and conduft them fafe

over Bridges ind Precipices, where they

durft not venture when Awake, but it

is in nothing more furprifing then in the

Po^er it has o^^er the Mind, to make
it miftake it fcif , and its own Infirmi-

ties.
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ties, for the Spirit of God 5 This is

what is called Enthufiaftn , by which
word is meant a ftrong and impetuous

Motion, or extraordinary and tranfcen-

derit Ardor, Fervency or Pregnancy of

the Soul, Spirits or Brain, which is> vul.

garly thought to be Supernatural.

Mankind in their Ignorance of Caufes,.

have been always prone to believe fome

fpecial: Prefcnce of God, or a Superna-

tural Power to be in whatever is unu-

fual Great or Vehement. This made the

Ancients afcribe Thunder and Lightning

to Jnpiter^ Wifdom to FalJas^ Craft to

Mercury^ the lively Thoughts produced

by Wine toBaccht^^ Storms and Tempefts

to Eolus^ the Rapfodies of Poetry to the

Mufes, Courage to Man^ R^g^ ^nd Mad-
nefs to the Eumenides or Furies^ the Paf-

fions of Love to Cupid^ the Produdions
of the Earth to Cens^ and things feem-

ingly Accidental to Fortune ; To thefe

Idols of their own Fancies they built

Magnificent Temples, endowed them with

Priefts , Lands, Officers and Revenues 5

and Worlhipped them with Oblations

,

Prayers and Thanks 5 this difpofition gave

rife to the Worlhipping of Heroes, Legif-

lators and Founders of new Sefts and
Opini*
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Opinions, for the People perceiving un-
common Wifdom, Eloquence, Refolution

and Succefs to attend all their Words and
Anions, believed them to be Infpired

and AiGfted by feme Superiour Power,
and fo intirely abandoned themfelves to

their Conduft whilft Living, and Ador*d
them when Dead.

'Tis this makes a Melancholy Man mi-

ftake the impetuous Tranfport, whereby
he is Fervently and Zealoufly carried in

Mitters of Religion, for Divine Infpira-

tion, and the Power of God in him, for

feeling a ftorm of Devotion coming upon
him, his Heart full of Godly affedion,

his Head in his own Opinion pregnant

with clear and fenfible Reprefentations

,

his Mouth flowing with powerful Elo-

quence, and not being able to obferve

from what condud of Reafon or other

caufes in Nature this fudden Change pro-
ceeds, immediately concludes it to be

the Power of God working Supernatu-

rally in hira^ he thinks every fudden Help
or Evafion , every lucky hint to avoid

Dangers or compafs Deliverances, to pro-

ceed immediately from God, every ima-
gined difcovery of an Error held by
others, to be a Supernatural Revelation,

D every
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every fine and curious Thought that fteals

into his Mind, a pledge of the Divine

Favour, and a fingular Illumination, every

ftaring and rampant Fancy, every unbri-

dled bold and confident Obftruftion of

his own uncouth and fupine Invention to

be a fpecial Truth, and the Power and

Prefence of God in his Soul : He efteems

his Pride and Tumour of Mind, his IViflF^

inflexible and unyielding Temper, his

fteady and oblVmate refolutioh to admit

no demonllration'againft his Opinions,

and to fufFer Torture or Martyrdom, to

be the fpecial Support and Divine AITf

(Vance of God, and his ardent Zeal, and

implacable defire of Revenge towards all

who oppofe him, to be the more than or-

dinary influence and impulfe of the Holy

Ghoft, for the extirpation of Herefy,

whereas the Enthufiafl: is only intoxicated

with Vapours afcending from the lower

Regions of his Body, as the Vythian Pro-

phetefs of old, in her Prophetick Trances,

was by the power of certain Exhalations

breathing from fubterranean Caverns, for

all thefe appearances are eafily refolvible

into the power of Melancholy, which is

but a fort of natural Inebriation, the

fame effefts being produced often byWine
and
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and 'tis obfervable that fuch hightlown

and bloated Expreflions, Rapfodies of
Uight and lofty Words, and rowling and
and dreaming Tautoligies , which fall

from Enthufiafts , generally happen to

Perfons before they are Stark Mad.
The particular difpofition of the Blood,

which produces this temper of the Mind,

feems to be the predominance of Aduft
Melancholy, well impregnated with Gall,

the firft gives prefumptious Confidence,

and the latter Infolence and Impatience of
Conrradiaion , which if it prevails fo

much in fpeculative Queftions, which re-

gard no Mans Profit or Power, and that

both fides agree, are to be determined by
the rules of Reafon ( in fo much that

people of this Complexion can Converfe
with none but of their own Opinions

)

what havock muft it make in matters of
Religion > Upon which Subjeft almoft

all Mankind feem to have agreed by u-

niverfal Confent to talk Unintelligibly
,

and by that means have endeavoured to

deftroy or take away the only criterion

between Truth and Fallhood, Religion
and Superftition -^ Every fide pretends to

Vifions, Revelations, Miracles and My-
llcries, expect to be believed upon their

D 2 own



- - - . -

52 The Natural Hiftory

own Authority, and purfue all who dare

oppofe them, with Vengeance and De-
ftruftion, as perverfe Unbelievers, He-
reticks, Deift and Atheifts, which cha-

ritable and polite Language is promifcu-

oufly given by and to all Parties and
Faftions in Religion.

Though at firft fight it appears very

abfurd, that all Mankind (hould be con-

cerned in the Vifions and Revelations

of two or three Men, when few of the

fame Nation or Diftrift can know their

Perfons, fewer their Sincerity, and whe-
ther they are Infpired by God, are De-
ceived themfelves, or intend to Deceive

others^ It mufi: be more fo to expeft

Nations diftant in Scituation, Language
and Cuftoms, to leave their Affairs and

Habitations to hunt after Prophets, Mi-
racles, and Revelation Mongers, or give

credit to the fabulous or uncertain Sto-

ries or Legends of People they know
nothing of, when we can hardly be-

lieve any thing faid to be done in the

fame Town or Neighbourhood, and fcarce

in the fame Houfe, or tell a Story of
ever fo fimple Particulars, that we can

know again when we hear it 5 It is

vet more ridiculous to oblige all the

World
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world to rake into the Rubbifh of An-
tiquity , to learn all Languages, eira-

raine all Syftems, and thereby difcover

all Impoftures, Forgeries, Interpolations,

Errors and Miftakes, or elfe fubmit to the

Guidance of others who are neither Ho-
nefter nor Wifer than themfelves, and be-

fides have an Intereft to Deceive them^
Yet the true Enthufiaft fees none of thefe

DifEculties, flares at no Abfurdities^ ve-

ry fure he is that he has received fre-

quent Revelations, is thoroughly fatis-

fied of his own fnfpiration and Miffion,

and expefts all Mankind, both now and
hereafter, to be fo to; He has given

them fufficient notice, by promulgating

his Dofl-rine amongft a few that he can

perfwade to Hear him, and condemns
all the refl as Obftinate Contumacious He-
reticks, and wilful Tranfgreflbrs againfl

Demonftration and evident Light: A-
verfion, Pride and Fury in the (hape of
Zeal, like a mighty Storm ruffles his

Mind into Beating Billows, and Boifte^

rous FluQ:uations5 At laft he is all in a

Rage, and no Church Buckets to quench
his Fiery Religion, Religion and the

Glory of God drives him on : The Ho-
ly Enthufiaftick Igngs to Feaft and Riot

upon
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upon humane Sacrifices, turn Cities and

Nations into Shambles, and deftroy with

Fire and Sword fuch who dare thwart

his Frenzy, and all the while like ano-

ther Nero, Plays upon his Harpe, and

Sings Te Denm at the Conflagration.

FINIS.


