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) LATTERY isapoifonousand.
‘perniciousWeed, whichgrowsand
prevails every where, but moft
where ‘it does moft Harm; [
lewll mean in Courts. If few dare

(DB V@& {peak the Truth to their Superiors,
how fhall he who has no Superiors ever come to
know the Truth? Perhaps there never was an In-
ftance in the World, where a Prince was told the
fincere Truth in every Thing which concerned
him to know, by any Servant of his. Trath is of
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4 CAT0’s LETTERS.

a plain, unalterable Nature, and cannot be moulded
into fathionable Shapes ; Truthis therefore unfit to
be a Courtier: But Falfbood, being the Creature of
the Imagination, is capable of bearing all modith
and pleafing Forms ; Falthood s therefore an agree-
able Guett in Palaces. To illuftrate this, endlefs
Examples might be brought ; but unfortunate
Princes are the moft pregnant Examples. Galba,
when he had loft all, and nething remained to
him but his Life, which he was alfo foon to lofe,
had not one about him to tell him his Condition
and Danger; fo cruelly difhoneft were his Ser-
vants | Their Flatterv prevented the Means of
Mis Prefervation. They therefore were the firft
Mourtherers of their Mafter. '

Nothing more is neceffary in order to be flat-
tered, than to be uppermoft. Galba was hated
for his Avarice, and defpifed for his Age and Se-
verity ; yet, in Complaifince to an Emperor,
Multitudes of People, and particularly of Sena-
tors and Gentlemen, addreffed him to put Otho to
death, and to banifh all his Accomplices: And a -
Rumour being fpread, that Otho was {lain, the
fame Set of Flatterers ran to the Palace with noify
Congratulations, and deceitfully complained that
Fate had fnatched the Ufurper from their Ven-

eance.

What Marks were here of Loyalty to Galba’s
Perfon, and of Zeal and Firmnefs to his Intereft |
yet in fo fmall a Space as two Hours after, Otho’s.
Power having prevailed in Rome, Otho had their
Hearts and their Acclamations in his Turn, and-
Galba’s Death was demanded of him with the fame
Importunity that the Death of Otho had been de-
manded of Galba, and by the fame Men.

- A melan-
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A melancholy Leflon of the vile Fraudulency of
Flatterers, and of the Blindnefs of Princes who
truft in them! Even Galba, who was thought
Proof againft Flatterers (adverfus blandientes incor-
ruptus) was deceived by them. - .
The Sieur Amelst de la Houffaye, from whom
many of thefe Obfervations are taken, fays truly,
that moft Princes are better armed againft Fear
" than againft Flattery : Terrors animate them, and
Threats whet their Courage ; but Flattery foftens
their Minds, and corrupts their Manners ; it makes
them negligent and idle, and forget their Duty.
Corrupta mens affiduis adulationibus, fays Tacitus of
Domitian. Befides, miftaking Flattery for Com-
plaifance (which is a Sign of Affe&tion) they think
that thofe who flatter them love them, and from
that Delufion come to truft and employ their moft
“dangerous Enemies. He further fays, that Philsp 11,
of Spain was wont to interrupt thofe who went
about to flatter him, by faying to them roundly,
Ceafe trifling, and tell me what it concerns me to
4mow : Words worthy of all Princes, who are
never entertained by their Flatterers but with
Thiags ufelefs or pernicious. If Princes never
heard any Thing but what they ought ‘to know,
they would never hear Flatterers.

Flattery is a falfe and felfith Thing, begot only
by Fear or Favour ; and baving itfelf only in
View, it obferves no Rule of Equity or Merit,
but praifes and calumniates, juft according as Men
are exalted or depreffed. Mezeray tells us, that
as long as Henry IlI. of France built magnificent
Monafteries, and plunged himfelf into Monkifh
Devotions, ill-becoming his Dignity, the Monks
revered him as a Saint, and called him one : But
: A3 no
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‘no fooner was the religious and feditious League
formed againft him, but thefe godly Ingrates load-
ed him with all the Reproaches and ill Names
that they could devife ; Tyrant, Hypocrite, Mur-
therer, and Abominable, were the Titles which
they gave him ; and at laft they butchered him as
a Heretick : So eafily can Flatterers make one and
the fame Man a God or Devil ; and fo true is it
that Flattcrers love no Man, and only court the
Fortunes of Men. Flattery is venal, and always
gocs to the beft Bidder ; and it is fervile, and al-
ways crouches moft to thofe who are uppermoft,
let them be what they will : Adulationi feedum cri-
men fervitatis ine/f.  Moft of the Evil that Princes
commit, comes from the Lefluns and Complai-
fance of Flatterers ; and to fuch moft Princes have
‘owed their Ruin: Few Princes would have done
what many of them did, if their falfe Friends had
not told them that they might do what they would
We have had many Inftances of this at home,
and there have been :nore abroad. It would be a
great Advantage to Princes, if they would re-
mcmber that there never was a Prince in the
‘World but was flattered, and never a Prince but
was hurt by Flattery, and many utterly undone
by it. It has made good Princes bad, and bad
worfe : By Flattery they have been brought to
think themfdves more than Men, and to aét
worfe than Brutes ; and, in fine, to live and die
as Beafts of Prey live and die, in Blood. Their
Flatterers having made them worfe than Men,
adored them like Gods : But, as Pliny fays, Prin-
cipum exitus docuit me a diis quidem amari nifi quos
bomines ament. o

Tleéir
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- Their Bufinefs is to tell their great Patron what
pleafes him, though it deftroy him; and when
they have deprived him of all his Friends, his In-
nocence, his Felicity, and his Pofleflions, they
- leave him too ; or having ruined his Fortune,
they take away his Life, which is their laft and
b.ft Civility : For Flattery ends ever in Ingrati-
tude, and often in Treafon ; and for Princes to be
often diftrefled by thofe whom they have obliged
moft, is nothing new. |
Flattery is always great in Proportion as its
Patrons are bad. And therefore Pliny obferves,
that thofe Emperors who were moft hated, were
likewife moft flattered : For he fays, ¢ that Dif-
¢¢ fimulation is more ingenious and artful than
¢¢ Sincerity, Slavery than Liberty, Fear than
¢¢ Love.” Hence Flattery is a Sign of Servitude,
and inconfiftent with Equality, and with Liberty,
the Offspring of Equality. It is indeed one of the
Purpofes of Flattery to make Men worfe ; it gains
- by Corruption, and lives upon Credulity, Folly,
and Vice. It is particularly at perpetual Enmity
- with Truth ; and Flatterers are like Liars, not to
be believed even when they fpeak Truth, I have
fomewhere heard Flatterers compared to Thieves,
who break into Houfes by Night ; the firft Thing
that they do, is to extinguifh the Lights: So Flat-
terers, when they have befct a Prince, or any other
Great Man, never fail to keep far from him all
Light and Information.. .
Flattery is cruel, and gives bloody Counfels ;
and Flattcrers are conftant and mercilefs Calum-
niators : Every Word which they do not like, is a
Libel ; every Aétion that difpleafes them, is Trea-
fon or Sedition : Where there are no Faults, they
A4 create

’
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create them. The Crimes obje@ed to the honeft
and excellent Thrafea Petus, were fuch as thefe:
¢¢ That he had never applauded Nero, nor en-
¢¢ couraged others to applaud him ; that when the
¢¢ Senate were running into all the Extravagan-
¢¢ cies of Flattery, he would not be prefent, and
¢¢ therefore had not been in it for three Years ;
¢¢ that he had never facrificed for Nero’s charming
¢ Voice; that he would never own Madam Pop-
‘¢ peea for a Goddefs, fhe who had been Nero’s
¢¢ Miftrefs, and was then his Wife; that he would
‘¢ not vote that a Gentleman who had made faty-
¢¢ rical Verfes upon Ners thould be put to Death,
* though he condemned the Man and his Libel ;
¢¢ but he contended that no Law made the Of-
¢¢ fence Capital ; that they could not, without
¢¢ Scandal, and the.Imputation of Cruelty, punith
¢¢ with Death, an Offence for which the Laws
¢¢ had already provided a Punifhment that was
¢ milder.” Thefe were the honourable and vir-
tuous Crimes of that great and good Man ; but
they were then High Treafon, and coft him his
Life. Memorable are the Words of Phrirp de Coe
mines, {peaking of Court Flatterers : ¢ If a Six-
¢« penny Tax be to be raifed, they cry it ought
¢ by all Means to be a Twelve-penny one. If
¢ the Prince be offended with any Man, they are
¢ direly for hanging him. In other Inftances,
¢ they maintain the fame Charadter. Above all
¢¢ Things, they advife their Mafter to make him-
‘¢ felf terrible; as they themfelves are proud, fierce,
“¢¢ and overbearing, in hopes to be drcaded by
¢¢ that Means, as if Authority and Place were
*¢ their Inheritance.”

~

As
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As all honeft Truths affe@ fuch Men, whatever
is faid againft ill Men, they conftrue to be faid
againft them : And even when they are praifed,
they cry they are abufed, and that fuch Praife is
rank Irony. oNow all this is very impolitick :
Good Men neither fear Libels, nor fufpe® Ap-
plaufes to be Ironies. Pliny fays juftly to Trajan,
¢ When I fpeak of your Humanity, Liberality,
¢¢ Frugality, Clemency, Vigilance, &¢. I have
¢ no Apprehenfion that your Majefty will think:
¢ yourfelf reproached with the contrary Vices.”
But it was not fo in fome preceding Reigns, when
Virtue was dangerous, Truth capital, and every
Book that contained either was bumt, and its Au-
thor put to Death : By which violent and unjuft
Proceedings, they hoped to fhut up for ever Peo-
ple’s Mouths, to abolifh the Liberty of the Senate,
and utterly to extinguith the Memories of good
Men. Not fatisfied with killing the Authors, they.
exercifed their Rage upon their Works, and ap-
Fﬂinted a Junto called Triumviri, to deftroy the

ruits of the greateft Geniufes by Fire.

I have fcarce ever heard of a more grofs or in-
genious Piece of Flattery, than that of Vitellius to
Caligula, upon the following Occafion : That
mad Emperor had taken it into his Head to be a
God, and thought he might debauch fome of the
She-Deities, as well as he had his Sifters ; he
therefore afked Vitellius this Queftion, Pray, Vitels
Lius, fays he, have you never feen me embrace the
Moon 2 O Sir, fays the Parafite, that is a Myflery
which none but a God, fuch as yeur Majefly, ought te
reveal. Vitellius was one of thofe, quibus principum
bonefta atque inhonefia laudare mos ¢ft 5 Who praife.

As. every
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every Thing that their Prince does, whether good
or bad. Flattery therefore is never at the Height,.
till Liberty and%irtue are utterly loft ; and with
the Lofs of Liberty, Shame and Honour are loft.
Tacitus, who never mentions the cWoes of his.
Country without {feeming to feel them, talking of
Sejanus, who having got the whole Adminiftration.
into his Hands, was now the chief Idol at Rome,
makes M. Terentius fay with Indignation, ¢¢ We
<¢. worfhipped - his manumifed Slaves, and profti-
¢¢ tuted ourfelves to his former Footmen ; and to
¢¢ be acquainted with his Porter, was a mighty
¢¢ Honour.” :

- As Flatterers make Tyrants, Tyrants make
Flatterers ; neither is it poffible that any Prince
could be a Tyrant without them : He muft have
{ervile Hands to execute his Will, fervile Mouths.
to approve it. It was with great Fear that Nero
“ordered the Murther of his Mother, though he
bad wicked Counfellors enough to advife and ap-
. plaud it; -and when he had done it, he was thun-

der-ftruck and diftra&ted with Apprehenfions of
the Confequences: But finding Flattery from all
Hands, inftead of Refentment from any, he grew
outrageoufly abandoned, and plunged into all Li-
centioufnefs and Infamy : Had it not been for
Flatterers, the Middle and End of his Reign
might have been as good as the Beginning, than
which there was fcarce ever a better.

1 have faid enough to fhew the Vilenefs and
Milchief of Flattery ; a Vice which has finally
ruined many Nations, and many Princes, and one
‘Time or other hurt all. Let us be thankful that
we are not at the cruel Mercy of Flatterers, and
X have

2
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have a Prince who we firmly believe will never be
led or perverted by them; we hope that he will
never have bad Counfel given him, and would re-
je&t it, if it were : We know his honeft Purpofes,
and great Moderation ; and confefs with Gratitude,
that during his whole Reign no Outrages have
been committed upon the Lives and Fortunes of
any of his Subjes 5 and that the Protection of the
Law has been as flrong. and extenfive, as ever it
was, or ought to be. I could fay more, but I ftop
here ; for the greateft Honour that can be done a
Prince, is, to fuppofe him above Flattery, and to
avoid for his Sake the Appearance of it, when we
fpeak to him, or of him.
Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, Fuly1, 1721. No. 35.

, Of publick Spirit.
S IR, : )
THE Love of one’s Country, or Publick Spirit, is a
Phrafe in every Body’s Mouth, but it feldom
goes decper ; it is talked of without being felt =
Some mention it without having any Ideas at all
of it, but only as a fine Thing which every Body
likes, and a good Quality which one would not
feem to be without.

Others, when they name it, intend only fome
poor and felfith Gratification of their own : Thus
with Great Men, it is Wealth and Empire, to do
what they lift, and to get what they can ; which
is dire& Fa&ion, or promoting, under Colour of
the Publick, thofe Views which are inconfiftent

- withs
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with it. Thus with the Trader -and Artificer,
it is the encouraging only that Sort of Art or
Ware in which he himfelf deals ; and this is Mo-
sopoly and Engroffing, ever mifchievous to the
Publick.

In Popith Countries, it is Publick Spirit to build
and beautify many Churches, at the Expence of
the poor People ; who muft alfo maintain, at a
further Expence, a long Band of luxurious Eccle-
fiafticks, to play Tricks in them ; or, in other
Words, to keep the Meads and Peckets of their
deluded Hearers as empty as they can. It is more-
over great Publick Spirit, to adorn an old Skull
with Pearl and Diamonds, and to eprich a vene-
rable rotten Tooth with Gold and Emeralds, of a
Value fufficient to maintain a City and all its In-
habitants, who yet perhaps are ftarved by doing it.
It is likewife very publick-fpirited there, for a Man
to ftarve his Family and his Pofterity, to endow a
Monaftery, and to feed, or rather gorge, a Frater-
nity of Reverend Gluttons, profefled Foes to
Truth and Peace, and to the Profperity of the
World ; Idlers, maintained to gormandize and
deceive. This, forfooth, is Publick Spirit; to
rob the Country of its Hands, to rear up a perni- -
cious and turbulent Mob of Drones, in Principles
deftru@ive of Liberty, and to bring up Enemies
to a Country at its own Charges.

In arbitrary Countries, it is Publick Spirit to be
blind Siaves to the blind Will of the Prince, and
to flaughtcr or be flaughtered for him at his Plea~
fure : But in Proteftant free Countries, Publick
Spirit is ancther Thing ; it is to combat Force
and Delufion ; it is to reconcile the true Interefts
of the Governed and Governors; it is to expofe

Im-
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Impoftors, and to refift Oppreflors ; it is to main-
tain the People in Liberty, Plenty, Eafe, and Se+
curity.

This is Publick Spirit ; which contains in it
every laudable Paffion, and takes in Parents, Kin-
dred, Friends, Neighbours, and every Thing dear
to Mankind ; it is the higheft Virtue, and con-
tains in it almoft all others ; Stedfaftnefs to good
Purpofes, Fidelity to one’s Truft, Refolution in
Difficulties, Dehance of Danger, Contempt of
Death, and impartial Benevolence to all Mankind.
It is a Paflion to promote univerfal Good, with
perfonal Pain, Lols, and Peril : It is one Man’s
Care for many, and the Concern of every Man
for All

Confider this PiCture, O ye great Patriots and
Guardians of the Earth, and try if you refemble
it | Whom have ye exalted for his own Merits,
whom caft down for the Sake of your Country?
What Advantages have you acquired to your Na-
tion, with Lofs to yourfelves ! And have your
People’s Loffes never been your Gains ?

Out of England thefe Queftions cannot well
be anfwered ; nor could they in England for-
merly. '

If my Chara&er of Publick Spirit be thought
too heroick, at leaft for the living Generation,
who are indeed but Babes in that Virtue; I will
readily own, that every Man has a Right and a
Call to provide for himfelf, to attend upon his
own Affairs, and to fludy his own Happinefs.
All that I contend for is, that this Duty of a
Man to himfelf be performed fubfequently to the
general Welfare, and confiftently with it. The

Affairs of All fhould be minded preferably to the
Affairs
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Affairs of One, as every Man is ready to own
when his own Particular is embarked with the
Whole ; as indeed every Man’s will prove to be
fooner or later, though for a while fome may
thrive upon the publick Ruins, but their Fate fel-
dom fails to meet them at laft, them or their Po-
fterity.

It is a favourable Sign of Publick Spirit, though
not a certain Sign, when the Intereft and Reputa-
tion of Men rife and increafe together ; and there
is Policy and Wifdom in it. He who acquires
Money in fpite of Fame, pays dear for his Ava-
rice, while it returns him Hatred and Curfes, as
well as Gold ; and to be rich and detefted, is to
-me no pleafing Chara&ter. The fame holds true
in regard to Ambition, and every other Paffion,
which breaks its Bounds, and makes a Captive of
its Owner. It is fcarce poffible to be a Rogue and
be beloved ; and when Men are arrived to an In-
fenfibility of popular Cenfure and Opinion concern-
ing their Honefty and Difhonefty, itisa Sign that
they are at Defiance with the Community where
they live, and that the reft ought to be upon their
Guard againft them ; they do as it were cut them-
felves oft from the Society, and teach the People
what to call them.

It is true, that great ill Men never fail to have
great Court paid to their Fortunes ; which Court
their own Self-Love always conftrues to be paid to
their Perfons : But there is a Way to undeceive
them, and it often happens ; let them but fink into
Meannefs, and they will foon find themfelves funk
into Contempt, whichis the End of Hatred when
the Object of Hatred diminifhes. :

There
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. There is a Sort of Men found almoft every
where, who having got a Set of gainful and fa-
vourite Speculations, are always ready to fpread
and enforce them, and call their doing fo Publick
Spirit, though it often turns the World topfy-tur-
vy : Like the mad Monk at Heidelberg, who was
for knocking every Man on the Head who did not
like Rbenifh Wine, which it feems was his belo-
ved Liquor ; perhaps he thought it was as reafonable
to make all the World fwallow Rbenifh, as to
make them fwallow Tranfubflantiation.

Opinions, bare Opinions, fignify no more to
the World, than do the feveral Taftes of Men ;
and all Mankind muft be made of one Complexion,
of one Size, and of one Age, before they can be
all made of the fame Mind. Thofe Patrons there-

- fore of dry Dreams, who do Mifchief to the World
to make it better, are the Pefts and Diftreflers of
Mankind, and thut themfelves out from all Pre-
tence to the Love of their Country : Srrange Men ¢
They would force all Men into an abfolute Cer-
tainty, about abfolute Uncertainties and Contra-
diftions ; they would afcertain Ambiguities, with-
out removing them ; and plague and punith Men
for having but five Senfes.

I would affert another Propofition,. as true as the
laft, though it may feem ftranger ; namely, That
the taking a Thoufand or Ten Thoufand Pounds
a Year for the Merit of helping to draw a Hun-
dred Times as much from the People, is not Pub-
lick Spirit, whatever Ufe may call it; and to
grafp at All, and put a whole Country in two or
three Pockets, is a Sort of Publick Spirit, which
I hope in God never to fee, though there have

been Nations who have forrowfully felt it.



16 CATO’s LETTERS.

As Liberty can never fubfift without Equality,
nor Equality be long preferved without an Agrarian
Law, or fomething like it ; fo when Mens Riches
arc become immeafurably or furprizingly great, a
People, who regard their own Security, ought to
make a ftri® Enquiry how they came by them,
and oblige them to take dowh theirown Size, for
fear of terrifying the Community, or maftering it.
In every Country, and under every Government,
particular Men may be too rich.

If the Romans had well obferved the Agrarian
Law, by which the Extent of every Citizen’s Eftate
was afcertained, fome Citizens could never have
rifen fo high as they did above others ; and confe-
gently, one Man would never have bcen fet above~
the reft, and have eftabiithed, as Czfar did at
laft, a Tyranny in that great and glorious State.
1 have always thought, that an Enquiry into Mens
Fortunes, efpecially monftrous Fortunes raifed out
of the Publick, like Milton’s infernal Palace, as it
were in an Inftant, was of more Importance to a
Nation, than fome other Enquiries which 1 have
heard of. :

But, will fome fay, Is it 2 Crime to be rich?
Yes, certainly, at the Publick Expence, or to the
Danger of the Publick. A Man may be too rich
for a Subje&; even the Revenues of Kings may
be too large. It is one of the Effects of arbitrary
Power, that the Prince has too much, and the
People too little ; and.fuch Inequality may be the
Caufe too of arbitrary Power. It is as aftonithing
as it is melancholy, to travel through a whole
Country, as one may through many in Europe,

rafping under endlefs Impofts, groaning under
%)ragoons and Poverty, and all to make a wanton
' . and
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and luxurious Court, filled for the moft with the
worft and vileft of all Men. Good Good ! What
Hard-heartednefs and Barbarity, to ftarve perhaps
half .a Province, to make a gay Garden! And yet
fometimes even this grofs Wickednefs is called
Publick Spirit, becaufe forfooth a few Workmen -
and Labourers are maintained out of the Bread and
the Blood of half a Million.

In thofe Countries, were the Judgment of the
People confulted, Things would go better : But
they are defpifed, and efteemed by their Governors
happy enough, if they do not eat Grafs ; and hav-
ing no Reprefentatives, or Share in the Govern-
ment, they have no Remedy. Such indeed is their
Mifery, that their Cafe would be greatly mended,
if they could change Conditions with the Beafls
of the Field ; for then, being deftined to be eaten,
they would be better fed : Such a Misfortune is it
to them that their ‘Governors are not Conmibals !
Oh happy Britain, mayeft thou continueever fo !

- For a Conclufion : As the Prefervation of Pro-
perty is the Source of National Happiefs ; who-
ever violates Property, or leflens or endangers it,
common Senfe fays, that he is an Enemy to his
Country ; and Publick Spirit fays, that he fhould
feel its Vengeance. As yet in England, we can
fpeak fuch bold Truths; and we never dread to
fee the Day, when it will be fafer for one Man to
be a Traytor, than for another Man, or for a
whole People, to call him fo. Where-ever Pub-
lick Spirit is found dangerous, fhe will foon be feen
dead. -

G I am, &c.

Iy

SATUR-
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SATURrRDAY, Fuly 8, 1721. No. 36.
Of Loyalty.
SIR )f Loyalty

LO YALTY is avery good Word ; but, like
moft others, being wrefted firlt by Defign,
and afterwards by Ignorance and Cuftom, from
its original and virtuous Signification, does now
frequently bear a very bad one. In an honeft
Senfe, indeed in common Senfe, it means no
meore than the fquaring our Aclions by the Rules
of good Laws, and an Attachment to a Contti-
tution fupported by fuch: And the French Word
Lryauté, comes fromanother French Word, which
fignifies Law. )

. Other Meanings have fince been fathered upon
that Word, fuch as it abhors. ' To bear ftupidly
the wild or deliberate ill Aéts of a Tyrant, over-
turning all Law, and to affift him in it, has been
impioufly called Loyalty ; though it was all the
while on the other Side: As it is the very Office
and Genius of Loyalty to defend Law, Virtue,
and Property ; and to pull down, as Traytors and
Difloyalifts, all who aflault them.

Whoever is lawlefs, isdifloyal ; and to boaft of
Loyalty to Difloyalty, is flrange Nonfenfe; a Pa-
radox firlt invented b/ folemn and pernicicus Pe-
dants, whofe Trade it is to porvert the Ufe of
Words and. the Meaning of Tlhings, to abufe
and confound the human- Underfianding, and to
miflead the World into Mifery and Darkncfs.T
: [}
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- To obey a Prince, who does himfelf obey the
Laws, is confefled on all Hands to be Loyalty :
Now, from hence, one would. naturally think,
that, by every Rule of Reafon, it might be infer-
red, that to obey one who obeys no Law, is a
Departure from all Loyalty, and an Outrage
committed upon it ; and that both he who com-
mands, and he who obeys, are Outlaws and Dif-
loyalifts : And yet thefe fame ungodly Pedants fhall
maintain it to your Face, that though Lovyalty
confift in obeying a good Prince, it alfo confifts in
the very contrary, and in obeying a wicked Prince ;
who, though he be an Enemy to God, is the
Vicegerent of God ; and though he commit all
Wickednefs, yet does it by Divine Right ; and
though it be a Sin to obey him, yet it is a dam-
nable Sin to refift him: In fhort, that all the In-
ftruments and Partners of his crying Crimes are
Loyalifts ; and all who defend Law, Virtue, and
-Mankind, againft fuch Monfters, are Fiebels, and
affuredly damned, for preventing or refifting Ations
which deferve Damnation: And thus Men become
Rebels, by afing virtuoufly againft the worft of
all Rebels, who are reftrained by no Confideration,
human or divine. '

Was ever fuch Impudence, Impiety, and Non-
fenfe, broached amongft Pagans ? In Truth, they
never would have been broached amongft Chri~
ftians, had not San&ity been made a Cloak for
thofe who fold Godlinefs for Gain, and propagated
Impofture at the Price of all that was virtuous and
facred.

Difloyalty is indeed rarcly the Crime of Sub-
je&ts and private Men ; and they who charge it

.moft upo others, are they who pradlife it moft -
them-
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themfelves. King Richard II. and Edward 1I.
were the greateft Rebels in England in their
own Time: The greateft Rebel in all ftaly,
is the Pope. Every lawlefs Prince is a Rebel,
and the Grand Seignior is the greateft that is or
can be in his own Dominions. It is true, he
is bound by no written Law; but in this very
Thing he is a Rebel : No Man ought to be ex-
empt from the Ties of Laws; and the higher
any Man is, the more Ties he ought to be under.
All Power ought to be balanced with equal Re-
ftraints, elfe it will certainly grow mifchievous :
He who knows no Law, but his own Luft, fel-
dom obferves any other. Befides, there are fuch
Things as the eternal Laws of Mercy, Juftice, and
Truth, legible by every Man’s natural Reafon,
when it is not blinded by Craft ; and whoever ob-
ferves not thefe, let him be called by what Name
- he will, is a2 Rebel to all the World, and it is
Loyalty to all the World to purfue him to De-
ftru&tion.

Brutus, who expelled the royal and rebellious
Race of the Targuins, was the moft loyal Man
in Rome; and his Sons, who would have re-
ftored them, were the greateft Rebels in Rome :
‘The Roman People therefore acted juflly, when
they rewarded the Father with the Chief Ma-
giftracy ; and the Father acted juftly, when he
facrificed the Traytors of his own Loins to
the Liberties and Refentments of the Roman
People. '

Some play with theWords Sovereign and Swbjel?,
and divert themfelves with thé Ridicule of Obe-
dience refifting Command: But their Wit and -
Reafoning are alike wretched, whether they pr;); '

ce
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. eeed from Ignorance or Difhanefty, as they often
do from both ; as if the World were to be guided
by Sound rather than Senfe, in Things eflential
to its Well-being. The higheft and firft Sove-
reignty is in the Laws, of which the Prince has .
only the fovereign Execution : In other Words,
it is his Office and Duty to fee the Laws obeyed ;
an Employment which implies their Superiority,
and his own Subje&ion. .

A learned Prince, who knew not much of
Government, and pra@ifed lefs than he knew,
did yet own, that a King is enly the chisf Sevvant
of the State. 'The Law ought to be the Mea-
fure of his Power and A&ions, as much as of
any private Man’s, and more ; as his Example
is of greater Influence, and as his Opportunities
and Temptations to break them are greater than
any private Man’s can be: And the only juft
Reafon that can be affigned why thofe Crimes
which are punithed with Death in a Subje&t, have
been often committed with Imipunity by a Chief
Magiftrate, was, becaufe the Station which he
was .in gave him fuch Strength, and fuch a
Party, that to have punithed him, the Publick
Quiet muft have been rifqued or fhaken : And
as to the inferior great Traytors, the Gain of
their Crimes and Partners of their Guilt protected
them.

Exalted Wickednefs is the fafeft : Icould name
an Englifb Reign, in which, for above Twenty
Years together, there fcarce pafled a Week in
which the Prince did not venture his Crown, and
his Minifters forfeit their Heads. And yet not
one of thefe Forfeitures were exacted : So corrupt
and wicked was the Government, and fo tam;
: : , an

‘
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and acquiefcing were the People ! Indeed the Peo-
ple in every Country deferve the beft Ufage, and
in almoft all meet with the worft : Their Lot is
very hard and unequal : They often pay Millions,
not only in their own Wrong, but frequently to
ftrengthen the Hands of their Oppreflors : And
this they generally do, without fo much as a Tu-
mult ; yet for one of them to coin a Silver Six-
pence, is Death and Confifcation. :

Thefe Things -are obvious ; yet how little are
they confidered ! It is fafer for a great Man to
rob a Country, than for a poor Man to fteal a-
Loaf : But the Wages of Villainy prote¢t Vil-
lains, and Juftice is only blind where the Objeét
is naked. But thefe are only Complaints,
which, we hope, we Britons will never have Caufe
to make.

We have been formerly ftunned with the big
Word Prerogative, by thofe who contend for Un-
limited Loyalty : Men, who while they referve
to themfelves a Right to be the moft turbulent of
all Subje&s, would make all others the tameft
and the blindeft of all Slaves. But what Prero-
gative do they mean? I know no Prerogative in
the Crown, which is not at the fame Time a
certain Privilege of the People, for their Sake
granted, and for their Sake to be exerted: And
where a Prerogative is claimed in Oppofition to
the Rights and Interelts of the People, fo far a
Tyranny is claimed ; Tyranny being nothing elfe
but the Government of one Man, or of a few
Men, over many, againft ‘their Inclination and
Intereft : And where Prerogative is exercifed
more to the Hurt than'the Good of the Governed,

itis no longer Prerogative, but Violence and Ufur-
pation ;
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pation ; and therefore in England feveral Pre-
rogatives have from Time to Time been taken
from the Crown, becaufe the Crown had abufed
them.
A certain Britifb King was wont to fay, That
" fo long as be could make Bifbops and Fudges, hewould
_have what Law and Gsfpel be pleafed. An im-
piou8 and arbitrary Saying, -and a bold one céming
from a Prince of fo mean a Spirit, governing a
brave and a free People, who were difgraced by
his profufe and ridiculous Reign, which is one of
thofe that ftain our Annals. But for all the Ab-
furdity of his Government, and the Smallnefs of
his Soul, he found himfelf able, by the Afliftance
of Sycophants, to multiply and entail many Evils
upon thefe Kingdoms. It is certain, that he and
fome of his Pofterity found fuch complaifant Bi-
fhops and Judges, that the Religion and Poli-
ticks of the Court were generally the Religion
and Politicks of Weftminfier- Hall, and of Henry
the VIIth’s Chapel :  Abfolute Power in the Crown
was pleaded and granted in both thofe folemn
Places. ) » .
. So wicked and mercilefs a Thing is Self-Inte-
reft I Thofe grave Men, who were by Profef-
fion the Guardians of Truth and Law, gave up
both, to keep Preferment, or to acquireit. How
little are Men to be trufted, and how little does
Religion bind them ! They can break the ftrong-
eft Bands, violate the moft awful Qaths, and
commit the moft horrid; moft extenfive Treache-
ries, for the vileft and moft uncertain Gratifica-
tions. I am therefore feldom furprized to hear
of the moft aftonithing Things and Events,
whether they be publick Depredations andfMaf-
acres,
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facres, or private Treacheries and Parricides 3
having my Mind conftantly filled with Examples
that anfwer them, or exceed them, though per-
haps they are not exaltly of the fame Na-
ture. o

It is certain, that thofe Judges, Counfellors,
and Clegy, who bhave adjudged a difpepfing
and lawlefs Power to Kings, had, each of them,
the Guilt of a Thoufand private Murtherers
upon their Head : They, as it were, figned a
Dead-Warrant for their Country ; and, as much
as in them lay, made themfelves the Authors of
univerfal Barbarity, Slavery, Infamy, and
Wretchednefs ; and of every other Evil and
Wickednefs, which is produced by that great
Source of all Evil and Wickednefs, Arbitrary
Power.

Of this we are fure, that the leaft Publick
Guilt is greater than the greateft Private Guilt :
Let every Man concerned in Publick Truft,
every where, confider this, and examine his own
Heart : Every Step which a publick Man takes,
every Speech which he makes, and every Vote
which he gives, may affc® Millions. Whoever
alls in a great Station againft his Confcience,
might perhaps with morc Innocence carry a
Dagger, and like Old Muley ftab Twenty Men a

Now were thefe Judges and Counfellors above-
mentioned, Loyalifts ? Yes, doubtlefs, if there
are fuch Things as Loyal Traytors. For, even
fuppefing Loyalty centered wholly in the Perfon
of the Prince, than which nothing can be more

falfe ; yet even here it lofes its Name, fince it is

doing him the higheft Unkindnefs, -as it feparates

him _
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him from his People, and their Hearts from him,
and as it tempts him to Evil, loads him with Infa-
my and Guilt, and leffens his Security ; in Truth,
fuch Loyalty is Perfidioufnefs and Flattery, and
has coft many Princes their Lives and their
Kingdoms. :
No good Prince will pretend that there is any
Loyalty due to him further than he himfelf is
loyal to the Law, and obfervant of his People,
the Makers of Kings and of Laws. If any Man,
mifled by Seund and Delufion doubt this, let him
confider what is the Defign of Magiftracy, and
what the Duty of Magiftrates; and if he has
Reafon in him, he will find that his Duty is only
due to thofe who perform theirs; that Protetion
and Allegiance are reciprocal ; that every Man has
a Right to defend what no Man has a Right to
take: That the Divine Right of Kings, if they
had it, can only warrant them in doing A&ions
that are Divine, and cannot proteét them in Cru-
elty, Depredation, and Oppreffion: That a Di-
wine Right to a& wickedly, is a Contradi&ion and
Blafphemy, as it is Malediétio Supremi Numinis, a
Reproach upon the Deity, as if he gave any Man
a Commiffion to be a Devil: That a King, in
Comparifon with the Univerfe, is not fo much as
a Mayor of a Town, in Comparifon with a King-
dom ; and-that were Mr. Mayor called King, it
would give him no new Right; or, if a King were -
only called Mr. Mayor, it would not leflen nor
abrogate his old JurifdiGtion : That they are both"
Civil Officers ; and that an Offence in the Lefler
is more pardonable than an Offence in the Greater = -
"That the Do&rines of unbroken Hereditary Right,
and of hlind Obedience, are the Flights and For-
Vou. IL B - gerics
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geries of Flatterers, who belye Heaven, and abufe
Men, to make their own Court to Power, and
that not one of them will ftand the TTrial himfelf :
In fine, that Government, honeft and legal Go-
vernment, is imperium legum nsn hominum, the Au-
thority of Law, and not of Luft.

Thefe are the Principles upon which our Go-
vernment ftands, the Principles upon which every
.~ {ree Government muft ftand ; and that we Britons
dare tell fuch Truths, and publith fuch Principles,
is a glorious Proof of our Civil and Religious Free-
dom : They are Truths which every Briton ought
to know, even Children and Servants: They are
eternal Truths, that will remain for ever, though -
in too many Countries they are dangerous, or ufc-
lefs, or little known: They are Truths, to which
we are beholden for the prefent Succeffion, and
the prefent mild Adminiftration ; and they are the
Principles of Englifb Loyalty, as well as of Englifh
Liberty. -

Beftg,re I have done, I would take Notice of
another Miftake very common concerning Loy-
alty : It is indeed a T'rick, more than a Miftake ;
T mean of thofe who would affert or rather create
a Sort of Loyalty to Minifters, and make every
Thing which they do not like an Offence againft
their Mafter.

How endlefs are the Arts and Inftances of De-
- ceiving! Yet the ftaleft Artifices are flill new.
The above is a Method which bad Minifters have
ever taken, but which good ones want not : Inno-
cent Minifters will never proftitute the Name and
Authority of the Prince, to prote&t their own Faults
and Miftakes ; and every wife and indifferent Man
will be for preferving him from the Imputation of

the
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the Guilt and Folly of his Servants, who, when--
ever they are for thrufting in their Mafter between -
themfelves and the Cenfure or Odium of their

own A&ions, do at once acknowledge that their

own Actions are evil, and that they would barba-

roufly and ungratefully make a Skreen of their-
Sovereign, and fave themfelves upon his Ruin or

Difgrace.

What can be more vile, what more difloyal,
than this! Yet who were louder in their Prate
about Loyalty, than the worft Minifters have ever
been ; even while they were weakening their Ma-"
fter’s Hands, creating him Enemies, and fetting
him at Variance with his People? This is {o true,
that it has been fometimes impoffible to love the
Prince without abhorring his Servants, and toferve
them without hurting or abufing him. Yet while
they were very loyally undoing him, it was for--
footh high Difloyalty to refift or expofe them.—
Whoever would recolleét Inftances of this, need
not go out of Eurepe, nor above Forty Years back-
wards: And for Inftances at Home, as we can
find no prefent ones, we fear none that are future.

I am, &c.

B2 SATUR-
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SATURDAY, Fuly 15, 1721. No. 37.

Character of a good and of an evil Magiftrate, quoted
.o Jfrem Algernoon Sidney, Efy,

S IR, ,
T HE following are the Sentiments of Mr. §id-
ney : 1 know it is objected that he isa Repub-
Yican ; and it is difhoneftly fuggefted that I am a
Republican, becaufe I commend him as an excel-
lent Writer, and have taken a Paffage or two
out of him. In anfwer to this, I fhall only take
Notice, that the Paflages which I take from him
are not Republican Paflages, unlefs Virtue and
Truth be Republicans : That Mr. 8idney’s Book,
for the Main of it, is eternally true, and agreeable
to our own Conttitution, which is the beft Repub-
Yick in the World, with a Prince at the Head of
it : That our Government is a Thoufand Degrees
nearer a-kin to a2 Commonwealth (any Sort of
Commonwealth now fubfifting, or that ever did
fubfit in the World) than it is to abfolute Mo-
marchy : That for myfelf, I hope in God never
to fee any other Form of Government in England
than that which is now in England ; and that if
this be the Styleand Spirit of a Republican, 1 glory
in it, as much as I defpife thofe who take bafe
Methods to decry my Writings, which are ad-
drefled to the common Senfe and Experience of
Mankind. 1 hope that it is not yet made Herefy
- in Politicks, to affert that Two and Two make
Four. ’ :
G
4 The
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¢¢ The good Magiftrate feeks the Good of the
People committed to his Care, that he may
perform the End of his Inftitution : and know-
ing that chiefly to confift in Juftice and Vir-
tue, he endeavours to plant and propagate them
and by doing this he procures his own Good,
as well as that of the Publick. He knows
there is no Safety where there is no Strength,
no Strength without Union, no Union with-
out Juftice, no Juftice where Faith'and Truth
in accomplifhing publick and private Engage-
ments is wanting. ‘This he perpetually incul-
cates ; and thinks it a great Part of his Duty,
by Precept and Example to educate the Youth
in a Love of Virtue and Truth, that they
may be feafoned with them, and filled with
an Abhorrence of Vice and Falthood, before
they attain that Age which is expofed to the
moft violent Temptations, and in which they
may by their Crimes bring the greateft Mif-
chiefs upon the Publick. He would do all this,
though it were to his own Prejudice. .But as
good Allions always carry a Reward with
them, thefe contribute -in a high Meafure to
his Advantage. By preferring the Intereft of
the People before his own, he gains their Af=
fection, and all that is in their Power comes -
with it ; while he unites them to one another,
he unites all to himfelf. In leading them to
Virtue, he encreafes their Strength, and by
that Means provides for his own Safety, Glory,
and Power.
¢¢ On the other Side, fuch as feek different
Ends muft take different Ways. -Whena Ma-
giftrate fanfies he is not made for the People,
B3 ¢ but
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but the People for him ; that he does not go-
vern for them, but for himfelf; that the Pco-
ple live only to encreafe his Glory, or to fur-
nith Matter for his Pleafure ; he does not en-
quire what he may do for them, but what he
may draw from them :- By this Means he fets
up an Intereft of Profit, Pleafure, or Pomp in
himfelf, repugnant to the Good of the Publick,
for Wthh he is made to be what he is. The{c
contrary Ends certainly divide the Naticn into
Partics; and while every one endeavours to
advance that to which he is addi&ted, Occa-
fions of Hatred, for Injuries every Day done,
or thought to be done, and received, muft ne-
ceflarily arife. This creates a moft fierce and
irreconcileable Enmity ; becaufe the Occafions
are frequent, important, and univerf2l, and the
Caufes thought to be moft juft. The People
think it to be the sreateft of all Crimes to con-
vert that Power to their Hurt, which was in-
ftituted for their Good ; and that the Injuftice
is aggravated by Perjury and Ingratitude, which
comprehend all Manner of Il ; and the Ma-
giftrate gives the Name of Sedition and Rebel-

lion to whatfoever they do for the Prefervation:

of themfelves and their own Rights. When
Mens Spirits are thus prepared, a fmall Matter
fets them on Fire ; butif no Accident happens
to blow them into a Flame, the Courfe of Ju-
ftice is certainly interrupted, the publick Aftairs
are neglected ; and when any Occaficn, whe-
ther Foreign or Domeftick, arifes, in which
the Maglﬁrate ftands in need of -the People’s
Affiftance, they whofe Affetions are alienated,
not only thew an Unwillingnefs to ferve hith

. ¢ with
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¢¢ with their Perfons and Eftates, but fear that
“ by delivering him from his Diftrefs, they
¢t ftrengthen their Enemy, and-enable him to op-
¢ prefs them; and he, fanfying his Will to be
¢ unjuftly oppofed, or his Due more unjuftly de-
¢ nied, is filled with a Diflike of what he fees,
¢ and a Fear of worfe for the future. Whilft
¢¢ he endeavours to eafe himfelf of the one, and
¢ to provide againft the other, he ufually encrea-
¢¢ fes the Evils of both; and Jealoufies are on
¢¢ both Sides multiplied. Every Man knows that
¢¢ the Governed are in a great Meafure under the
¢¢ Power of the Governor; but as no Man, or
¢¢ Number of Men, is willingly fubje& to thofe
¢ that feek their Ruin, fuch as fall into fo great
¢¢ a Misfortune, continue no longer under it than
¢¢ Force, Fear, or Neceflity may be able to oblige
¢ them. But fuch a Neceffity can hardly lic '
¢ Jonger upon a great People, than till the Evil
¢ be fully difcovered and comprehended, and
¢¢ their Virtue, Strength, and Power be united
¢¢ to expel it: The ill Magiftrate looks upon all
¢¢_Things that may conduce to that End as fo
¢ many Preparatives to his Ruin; and by the
¢¢ Help of thofe who are of his Party, will en-
¢ deavour to prevent that Union, and diminifh
¢ that Strength, Virtue, Power and Courage,
¢ which he knows to be bent againft him. And
¢ as Truth, faithful Dealing, and Integrity of

-$¢ Manners, are Bonds of Union, and Helps to
¢“ Good, he will always, by Tricks, Artifices,
¢¢ Cavils, and all Means poffible, endeavour to
¢¢ eftablith Falthood and Difhonefty ; whilft other
*¢ Emiffaries and Inftruments of Iniquity, by cor-
¢¢ rupting the, Youth, and fuch as can be brought

‘ B 4 ¢ to
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to Lewdnefs and Debauchery, bring the Peo-
ple to fuch a Pafs, that they may neither care
nor dare to vindicate their Rights; and that
thofe who would do it may fo far fufpe&t each
other, as not to eonfer upon, much lefs to join
in, any Adlion tending to the public Deli-
verance. '

‘¢ ‘Ttis diftinguifhes the good from the bad
Magiitrate ; the Faithful from the Unfaithful 3
«nd thofe that adhere to either, living in the
fame Principle, muft walk in the fame Ways.
They who uphold the rightful Power of a juft
Mag:ftraey, encourage Virtue and Juftice, and
teach Men what they ought to do, fuffer, or
expect from others ; they fix them upon Prin-
ciples of Honefty, and generally advance every
thing that tends to the Encreafe of the Valour,
Strength, Greatnefs, and Happinefs of the Na-
tion, creating a good Union amon%them, and
bringing every Man to an exa@ Underftand-
ing of his own and the public Rights. On
the other Side he that would introduce an ill
Magiftrate, make one evil who was gocd, or
preferve him in the Adminiftration of Inju-
ft.ce when he is corrupted, muft always open
the Way for him by vitiating the People, cor-
rupting their Manners, deftroying the Validity
of Oaths, teaching fuch Evafions, Equivcca-
tions, and Frauds, as are inconfiftent with the
Thoughts that become Men of Virtue and

Courage ; and overthrowing the Confidence

they ought to have in each other, make it im-
poflible for them to unite amongft themfelves.
The like Arts muft be ufed with the Magiftrate :
He caonot be for their Turos, till be is per-

' < fuaded

~—
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fuaded to believe he has no Dependence upon,
and owes no Duty to, the People ; thatheis of
himfelf, and not by their Inftitution ; that no
Man ought to enquire into, nor be Judge of,
his A&ions; that all Obedience is due to him,
whether he be good or bad, wife or foolith, a
Father or an Enemy to his Country. This
being calculated for his perfonal Intereft, he
muft purfue the fame Delfigns, or his Kingdom
is divided within itfelf, and cannot fubfift. By
this Means, thofe who flatter his Humour
come to be accounted his Friends, and the only'
Men that are thought worthy of great Trufts;
while fuchas are of another Mind are expofed
to all Perfecution. Thefe are always fuch as
excel in Virtue, Wifdom, and Greatnefs of
Spirit: They have Eyes, and they will always
fee the Way they go ; and leaving Fools to be
guided by implicit Faith, will diftinguifb be~
tween Good and Evil, and choofe that which is
beft; they will judge of Men by their A&ions,
and by them difcovering whofe Servant every
Man is, know whether he is to be obeyed or
not. ‘Thofe who are ignorant of all Good,
carelefs, or Enemies to it, take 2 more com-
pendious Wayv : Their flavith, vicious, and bafe

¢ Natures, inclining them to feek only privateand

¢¢ prefent Advantage, they eafily flide into a blind
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Dependenee upon one who has Wealth and
Power ; and defiring only to know his Will,
care not what Injuftice they do, if they may
be rewarded. They worfhip what they find
in the Temple, though it be the vileft of Idols;
and always like that beft which is worft, be-
caufe it agrees with their Inclinations and Prin-

Bs ¢¢ ciples.
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¢ ciples. When a Party comes to be erected upon
¢¢ fuch a Foundation, Debauchery, Lewdnefs,
¢ and Difhonefty are the true Badges of it; fuch
¢ as wear them are cherifhed ; but the principal
¢¢ Marks of Favour are referved for them who are
¢¢ the moft induftrious in Mifchief, either by fedu-
¢¢ cing the People with the Allurements of fenfual
¢¢ Pleafures, or corrupting their Underftandings
¢¢ with falfe and flavith Doctrines.

I am, &c.

SATURDAY, July 22, 1721. No. 38.

The Right and Capacity of the People to judge of

Government.

s IR,

HE World has, from Time to Time, been

led into fuch a long Maze of Miftakes, by
thofe who gained by deceiving, that whoever
would inftruét Mankind, muft begin with remove-
ing their Errors ; and if they were every where
honeftly apprized of Truth, and reftored to their
Senfes, there would not remain one Nation of Bi~
gots or Slaves under the Sun : A Happinefs always
to be wifhed, but never expected ! .

In moft Parts of the Earth there is neither Light
nor Liberty ; and even in the beft Parts of it they
are but little encouraged, and coldly maintained ;
there being, in all Places, many engaged, through

Intereft, in a perpetual Confpiracy againft them.
' ' They
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They are the two greateft Civil Bleflings, infepa-
rable in their Interefts, and the mutual Support of
each other ; and whoever would deftroy one of
them, muft deftroy both. Hence it is, that we
every where find Tyranny and Impofture, Igno-
rance and Slavery, joined together ; and Opprefs
fors and Deceivers mutually aiding and paying con~
ftant Court to each other. Where-ever Truth is
-dangerous, Liberty is precarious.

Of all the Sciences that I know in the World,.
that of Government concerns us moft, and is the
eafieft to be kirown, and yet is the leaft underftood.
Moft of thofe who manage it would make the
lower World believe that there is I know not what
Difficulty and Myftery in it, far above vulgar Un-
derftandings ; which Proceeding of theirs is direct
Craft and Impofture : Every Ploughman knows a.
good Government from a bad one, from the Ef-
~ fefls of it: he knows whether the Fruits of his.
" Labour be his own, and whether he enjoy them in
Peace and Security: And if he do not know the
Principles of Government, it is for want of Think--
ing and Enquiry, for they lie open to common.
Senfe ; but Peopleare generally taught not to think.
of them at all, or to think wrong of them. N
- What is Government, but a Truft committed*
by All,. or the Moft, to One, or a Few, who -are-
to attend upon the Affairs of All, that-every one.
may, with the more Security, attend. upon his
own? A great and honourable Truft; but too
feldom honoturably executed ; thofe who poflefs it
having it often more at Heart to encreafe their.
Power, than to make it ufeful ; and to be terrible, .
rather than beneficent. It is therefore a. Truft,
which ought to be bounded with many and ftrong
. ' - Reftraints -
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Reftraints, becaufe Power renders Men wanton,
infolent to others, and fond of themfelves. Every
Violation therefore of this Truft, where fuch Vio-
Jation is confiderable, ought to meet with propor-
tionable Punifhment ; and the fmallet Violation of
‘it ought to meet with fome, becaufe Indulgence to )
the leaft Faults of Magiftrates may be Cruelty to
a whole People.

Honefty, Diligenee, and plain Senfe, are the
only Talents neceffary for the executing of this
Truft ; and the public Good is its only End : As
to Refinements and Finefles, they are often only
the falfe Appearances of Wifdom and Parts, and
oftener Tricks to hide Guilt and Emptinefs ; and
they are generally mean and difhoneft : they are
the Arts of Jobbers in Politicks, who, playing their
own Game under the publick Cover, fubfift upon
poor Shifts and Expedients ; ftarved Politicians,,
‘whe live from Hand to Mouth, frem Day to Day,
and following the little Views of Ambition, Ava-
rice, Revenge, and the like perfonal Paffions, are
athamed to avow them, yet want Souls great
enough to forfake them ; finall wicked Statefmen,
who make a private Market of the Publick, and
deceive it, in order to fell it.

" Thefe are the poor Parts which great and good
Governors fcorn to play, and eannot play ; their
Defigns, like their Stations, being purely publick,
are open and undifguifed. They do not confider
their People as their Prey, nor lie in Ambuth for
their Subjeéls ; nor dread, and treat and furprize
them like Enemies, asall ill Magiftrates do ; who
are not Governors, but Jaylors and Spunges, who
chain them and fqueeze them, and yet take it ver
ill if they do but murmur ; which is yet much lez
than
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than a People foabufed ought to do. There have
been Tlimes and Countries, when publick Mini-
fters and publick Enemies have been the fame
individual Men. What a melancholy Refle@ion
is this, that the moft terrible and mifchievous
Foes to a Nation fhould be its own Magiftrates!
‘And yet in every enflaved Country, which is al-
moft every Country, this is their woful Cafe.

Honefty and Plainnefs go always together, and
the Makers gnd Multipliers of Myfteries, in the
political Way, are threwdly to be fufpeGed of dark

efigns. Cincinnatus was taken from the Plough
to fave and defend the Roman State; an Office
which he executed honeftly and fuccefsfully, with-
out the Grimace and Gains of a Statefman. Nor
did he afterwards continue obftinately at the Head
of Affairs, to form a Party, raife a Fortune, and
fettle himfelf in Power : As he came into it with
univerfal Confent, he refigned it with univerfal
Applaufe. :

It feems that Government was not in thofe
Days become a Trade, at leaft a gainful Trade. —
Honeft Cincinmatus was but a Farmer : And happy
had it been for the Romans, if, when they were
enflaved, they could have taken the Adminiftration
- out of the Hands of the Emperors, and their refi-
ned Politicians, and committed it to fuch Farmers,
or any Farmers. It is certain, that many of their
Imperial Governors atted more ridiculoufly thana
Board of Ploughmen would have done, and more
barbaroufly than a Club of Butchers could have
done. :

But fome have faid, /¢ is not the Bufinefs of pri-
vate Men to meddle with Government. A bold, falfe,
and difhoneft Saying; and whoever fays it,keither

nows.
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knows not what he fays, or cares not, or flavifhly
{peaks the Senfe of others. Itis a Cant now al-"
moft forgot in England, and which never prevailed
but when Liberty and the Conflitution were at-
tacked, and never can prevail but upon the like
Occafion.. . .

It is a Vexation to be obliged to anfwer Non-~
fenfe, and confute Abfurdities: But fince itis and
has been the great Defign of this Paper to maintain
and explain the glorious Principles of Liberty, and
to expofe the Arts of thofe who would darken or
deftroy them ; I fhall hereparticularly thew the
Wickednefs and Stupidity of the above Saying ;
which is fit to-come from no Mouth but that ofa
Tyrant or a Slave, and can never be heard by
any Man of an honeft and free Soul, without
Horror and Indignation : It is, in fhort, a Saying,
" which ought to render the Man who utters it for
ever incapable of Place or Credit in a free Country,
as it thews the Malignity of his Heart, and the
Bafenefs of his Nature, and as it is the pronoun-
cing of a Doom upon. our Conftitution. —— A
€rime, or rather a Complication of Crimes, for
which a lafting Infamy ought to be but Part of
the Punifhment.

But to the Falthood of the Thing: . Publick
Truths ought never to be kept Secrets ; and they
who do it, are guilty of a Solzcifm, and a Con-
tradiGtion : Every Man ought to know what it
concerns All to know. Now, nothing upon Earth
is of a more univerfal Nature than Government ;
and every private Man upon Earth has a Concern
in it, becaufe in it is concerned, and nearly and
immediately concerned, his Virtue, his Property,
and the Security of his Perfon: And where. all

: thefe.
2
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thefe are beft preferved and advanced, the Govern-
ment is beft adminiftered ; and where they are not,
the Government is impotent, wicked, or unfor-
tunate ; and where the Government is fo, the
People will be fo, there being always and every
where a certain Sympathy. and Analogy between
the Nature of the Government and the Nature of
the People. This holds true in every Inftance.
Public Men are the Patterns of Private ; and the
Virtues and Vices of the Governors become quick-
ly the Virtues and Vices of the Governed.

Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis.

. Nor is it Example alone that does it. IIl Go-
vernments, fubfifting by Vice and Rapine, are
jealous of private Virtue, and Enemies to private
Property. Opes %{0 crimine 5 & ob virtutes certiffi-
mum exstium. They muft be wicked and mifchie-
vous to be what they are; nor are they fecure
while any Thing good or valuable is fecure: Hence
it is, that to drain, worry, and debauch their
Subjets, are the fteady Maxims of their Politicks,
their favourite Arts of Reigning. In this wretch-
ed Situation the People, to be fafe, muft be poor
and lewd : There will be but little Induftry where
Property is precarious; fmall Honefty where Vir-~
tue is dangerous.

Profufenefs or Frugality, and the like Virtues
or Vices, which affe&t the Publick, will be prac-
tifed in the City, if they be pratifed in the Court ;
and in the Country, if they be in the City. Even
Nero (that Royal Monfter in Man’s Shape) was
adored by the common Herd at Rome, as much
as he was flattered by the Great; and both the
Little and the Great admired, or pretended to

admire,
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admire, his Manners, and many to imitate them.

Tacitus tells us, that thofe Sort of People long

lamented him, and rejoiced in the Choice of a

%xcceﬁ'or that refembled him, even the profligate
tho.

Good Government does, on the contrary, pro-
duce great Virtue, much Happinefs, and many
People. Greece and Italy, while they continued
free, were each of them, for the Number of In-
habitants, like one continued City ; for Virtue,
Knowledge, and Great Men, they were the Stand-
ards of the World ; and that Age and Country
that could come neareft to them, has ever fince
been reckoned the happieft. Their Government,
their Free Government, was the Root of all thefe
Advantages, and of all this Felicity and Renown ;
and in thefe great and fortunate States the People
were the Principals in the Government; Laws
were made by their Judgment and Authority,
and by their (/oice and Commands were Magi-
ftrates created and condemned. The City of Rome
could conquer the World ; nor could the great
Perfian Monarch, the greateft then upon Earth,
ftand before the Face of one Greet City.

But what are Greece and Italy now ? Rome has
in it 2 Herd of pampered Monks, and a few ftarv-
ing Lay Inhabitants; the Campania of Rome, the
fineft Spot of Earth in Europe, is a Defart. And
for the modern Greeks, they are a few abjc& con-
temptible Slaves, kept under Ignorance, Chains,
and Vilenefs, by the Turkifp Monarch, who keeps
a great Part of the Globe intenfely miferable, that
he may feem great without being fo.

Such is the Lifference between one Govern-
ment and another, and of fuch important Con-

cernment -
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cernment is the Nature and Adminiftration of
Government to a People. And to fay that private
Men have nothing to do with Government, is to
fay that private Men have nothing to do with their
own Happinefs and Mifery.
* What is the Publick, but the colle&ive Body
of private Men, as every private Man is a Mem-
ber of the Publick? And as the Whole ought to
be concerned for the Prefervation of every private
Individual, it is the Duty of every Individual to
be concerned for the Whole, in which himfelf is
included.
- One Man, or a few Men, have often pretend-
ed the Publick, and meant themfelves, and con-
fulted their own perfonal Intereft, in Inftances
effential to its Well-being ; but the whole People,
by confulting their own Intereft, confult the Pub-
lick, and a& for the Publick by acting for them-
felves : This is particularly the Spirit of our Con-
ftitution, in which the whole Nation is re-
prefented; and our Records afford Inftances,
where the Houfe of Commons have declined en«
tering upon a Queftion of Importance, till they
had gone into the Country, and confulted their
Prircipals, the People: So far were- they from
thinking that private Men had no Right to med-
dle with Government. In Truth, our whole
worldly Happinefs and Mifery (abating for Acci-
dents and Difeafes) are owing to the Order or
Mifmanagement of Government; and he who
fays that private Mcn have no Concern with Go-
vernment, does wifely and modeftly tell us, that
Men have no Concern in that which cancerns
them moft ; it is faying that People ought not to
: concera
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concern themfelves whether they be naked or
clothed, fed or ftarved, deceived or inftruéted,
and whetber they be protected or deftroyed : What
Nonfenfe and Servitude in a free and wife Na-
tion |

For myfelf, who have thought pretty much of
thefe Matters, I am of Obpinion, thata whole
Nation are like to be as much attached to them-
felves, as one Man or a few Men are like to be,
who may by many Means be detached from the
Intereft of a Nation. Itis.certain that one Man,
and feveral Men, may be bribed into an Intereft
oppofite to that of the Publick; but it is as cer-
tain that a2 whole Country can never find an Equi-
valent for itfelf, and confequently a whole Coun-
try can never be bribed. It is the eternal Intercft
of every Nation, that their Government fhould be
good ;. but they who dire& it frequently reafon a
contrary Way, and find their own Account in
Plunder and” Oppreflion ; and while the publick
Voice is pretended-go be declared, by one or a few,

for vile and private Ends, the Publick know no-
thing of what is done, till they feel the terrible Ef-
fe&ls of it.

By the Bill of Rights, and the A& of Settle-
ment, at the Revolution, a Right is afferted to the
People of applying to the King and to the Par-
liament, by Petition and Addrefs, for a Redrefs of
publick Grievances and Mifmanagements, when
fuch there are, of which They are left to judge ;
And the Difference between free and enflaved
Countries lies principally here, that in the former,
their Magiftrates muft confult the Voice and In-
tereft of the People; but in thelatter, the p&\:{'ﬁe

. ’ 1y
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Will, Intereft, and Pleafure of the Governors,
are the fole End and Motives of their Adminiftra-
tion.

Such is the Difference between England and
Turkey ; which Difference they who fay that pri-
vate Men have no Right to concern themfelves
with Government, would abfolutely deftroy ; they
would convert Magiftrates into Bafhaws, and in-
treduce Popery into Politicks. The late Revolu-
tion ftands upon the very oppofite Maxim; and
that any Man dares to contradiét it fince the Revo-
Iution, would be amazing, did we not know that
there are, in every Country, Hirelings who would
‘betray it for a Sop.
- G I am, &c.

SATUuRDAY, Fuly 29, 1721. No. 39.

Of the Paffions 5 that they are all alike good or all
alike evily according as they are applicd.

« §IR,
N Othing is more provoking than to hear Men .

talk magifterially, and with an Air of Teach-
ing, about Things which they do not underftand,
or which they have an Intereft to have underftood
wrong. We have, all of us, heard much of the
Duty of fubduing our Appetites, and extinguithing
our Paflions, from Men, who by thefe Phrafes
fhewed at once their Ignorance of human Nature,
and yet that they aimed at an abfolute Dominion
iover it.

Wrong
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Wrong Heads and knavith Defigns are fre-
quently found together; and Creatures that you
would not truft with laying out Ten Shillings for

ou in an Inftance where you truft to your own

nderftanding, fhall fometimes, by the mere
Sound of their Voice, and an unmeaning Diftinc-
tion, make themfelves Mafters of your Mind and
your Fortune. It is by trufting to thefe that Men
come to know fo little of themfelves, and to be
fo much the Prey of others as ignorant and more
difthoneft. Iknow no Man fo fit as himfelf to
rule himfelf, in Things which purely concern
himfelf. How happy would this plain Rule make
the World, if they could be brought to obferve it,
and to remember that Brown is as virtuous a Co-
lour as Black ; that the Almighty poflefles alike
every Quarter of the World; and that in his Sight
Fifh and Fleth in Point of Merit and Innocence
are the fame ! Thefe Things are felf-evident, and
yet the Mifery of Mankind is in a great Meafure
~ owing to their Ignorance of them.

The ancient Stoicks had many admirable and .
virtuous Precepts, but their Philofophy was too ri-
gid to be very popular ; they taught Men an abfo-
lute Indifference for fenfual Pain and Pleafure ; but
in this their Do&rine was neither ufeful nor pra&i-
cable. Men were not to be thus dealt with ; they
could not ceafe to be Men, nor change Nature for
Philofophy. Befides, thefe Teachers being Pagans,
and arguing only from the Topicks of Wifdom
ftrained too high, had no Equivalent to offer to
their Difciples for parting with their Appetites and
their Senfes. But when fome of their Sophifts
came into Chriftianity, and brought along with
them the fevere Notians of their Seét, they fprw;

an
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and recommended the fame with more Succefs, by
tacking to thefe their Opinions the Rewards and
Terrors of the World to come, which had no-
thing to do with them : However, they faid that
it had, and quickly found Credit enough to make
it dangerous to contradict them. ,

Thefe favourite Dreams of theirs, added to

. fome Sayings and Paffages of the Gofpel, ill un-

derftood, were vehemently urged; as if they had
been fo many certain Paflports to Paradife; and
foon turned Mens Brains, and made them really
fond of Poverty, Hardthips, and Mifery, and even
of Death itfelf: Enthufiafm conquered Reafon,
and inflamed Nature ; and Men, to be devout,
grew diftracted. )

This came of ftifling the Paffions, and fubduing
Nature, as the Phrafe was. But the Folly and
Mifchief of this Do&rine thus extravagantly pufhed,’
were not greater than its Falthood : For, as there
is no fuch Thing as departing from Nature, with-
out departing from Life, it is certain that they
who were remarkable for reftraining fome of their
Appetites, were as remarkable for indulging others ;.
fo that their boafted Mortification was no more
than the Exchange of one Paffion for another, and
often of a better for a worfe. Thus there are many
Saints in the Romifh Calendar, who praétifed a re-
ligious Abftinence from all Sorts of Fleth living or
dead, and yet made it the Duty of their Profeflion,
and the Bufinefs of their Lives, to ftir up Diffen-

“tion and War amongft Men, and to promote

Slaughter and Defolation : They abftained from
'Women, and yet were the Authors of infinite
Rapes and Adulteries : Their gentle and fanQified -

eat
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eat any Part of an Animal made to be killed and.
eaten ; but they avowedly and pioufly preached up
human and Chriftian Butcheries, and have fmiled
over the Carcafes of a Nation maflacred at their
Inftigation.

It is the Weaknefs and Misfortune of the human
Race, that a Man, by the Means of one Virtue,
or the Appearance of it, is often able to do a
Thoufand Mifchiefs ; and it is the Quality of hu-
man Nature, that when any one of its Appetites
is violently reftrained, others break out into pro-
portionable Excefles. ‘Thus Men grow rafh and
precipitate, by trampling upon Caution and Fear ;
and thus they become Cowards, by ftifling the -
Love of Glory: Whereas, if the Appetite for,
Danger were checked by the Appetite of Self-Pre-
fervation, and the lazy Love of Safety by the Love
of Fame, Rathnefs and Cowardice would be no
more. -

It is the higheft Stupidity to talk of fubduing
the Paffions, in the common Acceptation of that
Phrafe 5 and to rail at them in grofs, is as foolith.
The greateft Evils often proceed from the beft
Things abufed, or ill applied ; and this is particu-
larly true of the Paffions, which are the confti-
tuent Parts of a Man, and are good or ill as they.
are managed. :

The Exercife therefore of Reafon is nothing
elfe, but the indulging or controuling of the Paf-
fions, with an impartial Hand, and giving them
all fair Play ; it is an equal Adminiftration of the
Appetites, by which they are reftrained from out-
running one another : Thus, for Example, if Mens
Fears were always as powerful as their Hopes,
they would rarely run into Danger; or, if their

' Hopes
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Hopes balanced their Fears, they would never
defpair. . :
Every one of the leading Paffions is as neceflary
as another ; all the Difficulty is to'keep them well
marthalled : They are only terrible by breaking
out of their Ranks , and when they do, they are
all alike terrible, though the World generally
thinks otherwife. But it is certain, that thofe
Paffions to which the kindeft Ideas are annexed,
do as much Mifchief when they get out of their
Bounds, as do thofe to which we annex the harfh-
eft Ideas; and Love and Hope, which ‘bear foft
and mild Names, are in their Excefles as a&ive
" and as formidable Paffions, as are Anger and Re-
venge, the Names of which are apt to fhock us;
and Anger and Revenge are, in their proper Li-
mits, more defirable Paflions than are Love and
Hope out of their proper Limits ; that is, they are
all equally good, or all equally evil, juft as they
are let loofe or reftrained. A Man who cuts an-
other’s Throat out of Love to his Wife, commits
the fame Wickednefs as if he did it out ¢f Re-
venge. Extravagant Joy for the Refforation (which
was doubtlefs a great and extraordinary Blefing)
had well nigh coft England its Religion and Li-
berty ; and afterwards the awakening Fears of
Popery faved both. No Nation has been more
flethed in Blood than the Tur#s ; principally, be-
caufe the falfe Hopes of Aabomet’s lafcivious Para-
dife animated them in their Butcheries.
*. The only Way therefore of dealing with Man-
kind, is to deal with their Pafficns ; and the Foun-
ders of all States, and of all Religions, have ever,
done fo: The firft Elements, or Knowledge of
Politicks, is the Knowledge of the Paflions ; and
. the



48 CATO’s LETTERS.

the Art of Governing, is chiefly the Art of ap-
plying to the Paffions.  When the publick Paffions.
(by which I mean every Man’s particular Warmth
and Concern aboutpublickTranfaltiensand Events)
are well regulated and honeftly employed, this is
called Government, or the Art of Governing
and when they are knavifhly raifed and ill em-
ployed, it is called Fa&ion, which is the gratifying
of private Paffion by publick Means.

And becaufe Paffion and Opinion are fo nearly
related, and have fuch Force upon each other, ar-
bitrary Courts and crafty Churchmen have ever
endeavoured to force, or frighten, or deceive the
People into an Uniformity of Thoughts, efpecially
of Religious Thoughts. A Thing tyrannical
and impoffible ! And yet a whole People do often, -
through Ignorance or Fear, feem of one Mind;
and but feem : For, if they come to explain, they
would find their Ideas differ widely, though their
Words agree. Whereas in a well-governed free
State, Diverfity of Speculations is fo far from clog- .
ging the publick Good, that it evidently promotes
the fame; all Men being equally engaged in the
Defence of that, by which allMen are indifferently
prote&ted. So that to attempt to reduce all Men
to one Standard of Thinking, is abfurd in Philofo-
phy, impiousin Religion, and Faltion in the State.
And though the mortifying of the Appetites be a.
very plaufible Phrafe, and, in a reftrained Senfe,
a laudable Thing ; yet he who recommends it to.
you does often mean nothing but this, Make your
Paffions tame, that I may ride them.

There is fcarce any one of the Paffions but what
is truly laudable when it centers in the Publick,
and makes that its Obje&. Ambition, Avarice,

~ Revenge,
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Revenge, are all fo many Virtues; when they aim
at the general Welfare. I know that it is exceed-
ing hard and rare, for any Man to feparate his
Patlions from his own Perfon and Intereft ; but it
is certain that there have been fuch Men. Brutus,
Catoy Regulus, Timoleon, Dion, and Epaminondas, -
were fuch, as were many more ancient Greeks and
"Romans ; and, 1 hope, England has ftill fome fuch.
And though, in purfuing publick Views, Men re-
gard themfelves and their own Advantages; yet if.
they regard the Publick more, or their own in
Subferviency to the Publick, they may juftly be
efteemed virtuous and good. : _

No Man can be too ambitious of the Glory and
Security of his Country, nor too angry at its Mif-
fort.n:sand ill Uagfe ; nor-too fevengeful againft
thofe that abufe and betray it; nor too avaricious
to enrich it, provided that in doing it he violates
not the Rights of others. '

. Tacitus giving the CharaGer of the Emperor
Galba; whe doubtlefs was an honeft Man, and

had many Virtues, after faying that he coveted no

‘Man’s Money, and was fparing of his own, adds,

that he was folicitous to fave publick Money :
Fe uniw aliene non appetens, fuw parcus, publice
avarus 3 ‘which publick Avarice in him was a pub-
lick Virtue, and coft him his Life ; he was not
fuffered to reign, becaufe would not lavith away
ghe. publick Money in Bribes ; Milites a fe eligi,
aon emi. ' Sodangerous, and even fatal, was perfo~
nal Virtue in that corrupt State ; and fo hard and

“impoffible is it, in any State, to ftay the Progrefs of

.Corruption | Galba would have reformed the Rs-
man State : But the Vices of his Predeceflors; and
Jong Ufe, made it impracticable ; and he loft his
<< Vour. 1L . C ‘ Life
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ife in the Attempt. The Paflions of Men were
detached from the Commonwealth, and placed
upon their own perfonal Security or Gain ; and
they had no Senfe of the Publick, and as litde
Knowledge of its Affairs: For that great People,
and almoft the whole World had been long the
_ fole Property of a fingle Man, whe took Counfel
.onlé of his Luft,

{am, &c.

SATYTURDAY, Auguff 5, 1721. No. 40.
Confiderations on therefile(s and [elfifb Spirit of Man.

. S IR, .
I T is melancholy to confider how every Thing
in the Would 1s abufed : The Reafon is, that
Men having themSelves chiefly in View, confider
all Things with an Eye to themfelves only ; "and
;husvitisthatgenen(B oeafe to be fo by
being canwerted into private Property, as is always
dome where it és fafe or pofiible to be done.
Enquiring how it comes to pals that the beft
“Things in the World, fuch as Religion, Property,
and Power, are made todo fo much Hurt ; I find
‘it to proceed principally from hence, that Men
are never hnle:: e\glth their prefent Condition,
which is never perfetly happy ; and perfe® H
“pinefs being their chief Aim, and always ou:lc’;f
#gheir Reach, they are refllefly grafping at what
they never can attain.

Se
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* So chimerical is the Nature of Man | his great-

eft Pleafures are always to come, and therefore
never come. His Content cannot poffibly be per-
fe&t, becaufe its higheft Objeéts are conftantly fu-
ture ; and yetitis the more perfect for their being’ _
future. Our higheft Enjoyment is of that which
is not : Our Pleafure is Deceit ; and the only real’
Happinefs that we have is derived from Non-En-
tities. We are never fatisfied with being juft what
we are ; and therefore, though you give us all that
we defire, or can conceive, yet we fhall not have
done defiring. The prefent Pofleffions give but
little Joy, let them be ever fo great; even as great
as can be grafped : It is the Enjoyment to come

- that is only or moft valued. When we fay, that

if fuch a Thing happened, we would be eafy ; we
can only mean, or ought only to mean, that we
would be more eafy than we are : And in that
too we are often miftaken ; - for new Acquifitions
bring new Wants ; and imaginary Waats are as
pungent as real ones. So.that there is the fame
End of Wifhing as of Living, and Death only
can ftill the Appetites. ‘ ; o
Publick Bleflings would really be fo to every
Man, if every Man would be content with his
Share : But every Man would have more ; nor
would more fatisfy him, whatever he may think 3
but his Defires would rife with his Pofleffions or
his Power, and his laft With would be to have

"~ All: Nor would the Poffeflion of All quiet the

Mind of Man, which the whole World cannot
fill. Indeed, he who has moft, wants moft; and
Care, anxious Care, 4s it is the clofe Companion
of Greatnefs, fo it is furtheft from him who has
leaft to care for. ,
- Lt Cz IOWﬂ”
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I own, that many have feemed to defpife Riches
and Power, and really declined the Means of ac-
quiring them : But they deceived themfelves, if
they thought that this Condu of theirs was owing
to a real Contempt for the Things themfelves ;
when in Truth it was only a Diflike of the Terms
upon which they were to be had. Difinterefted- -
nefs is often creared by Lazinefs, Pride, or Fear ;
and then it is no Virtue. There is not, perhaps,
a Man living but would be glad of Wealth and
Grandeur, if he could acquire them with Speed,.
and poflefs them with Eafe ; and almoft all Men
would rifk, and do daily rifk, Eafe, Reputation,
Life, and All; to come at them. Do we not fee
that Men venture being Beggars to be rich, lofe
their Reft for the Sake of Quiet, and acquire In-
famy to earn Honour? We live in a Hurry, in
order to come at a Refting-place ; and in Crowds
to purchafe Solitude. Nor are we the nearer to
- our End, though the Means fucceed : Human
Life is a Life of Expe&ation and Care ; and he
who reje&ts the Conditions, muit quit it.

Every Pafion, every View that Men have, is
felfith in fome Degree ; but when it does Good to
the Publick in its Operation and Confequence, it
may be juftly called difinterefted in the ufual Mean-
ing of that Word. So that when we call any
Man difinterefted, we fhould intend no more by
" it, than that the Turn of his Mind is towards the
Publick, and that he has placed his own perfonal
Glory and Pleafure in ferving it. To ferve his
Country is his private Fleafure, Mankind is his
Miftrefs ; and he does Good to them by gratifying
himfelf. - A .

. Difinte~
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Difintereftednefs, in any other Senfe than th's,
there is none. For Men to a& indepcndentlg of

_ their Paffions, is a Contradiction ! fince théir Paf-

fions enter into all that they do, and are the
Source of it: And the beft AQions which Men

- perform, often arife from Fear, Vanity, Shame,

and the like Caufes. When the Paffions of Men

“do Good to others, it is called Virtue and Publ:ck’

Spirit ; and when they do Hurt to others, it is call-
ed Selfithnefs, Difhonefty, Luft, and other Names
of Infamy. The Motive of every Man’s Ccn-
du& is fetched from within, and has a good or an
ill Name according to its Effe&t upon others ; and

“fometimes the great Difference between an honef?

Man and a Knave, is no other than a Piece of
Humour, ora Piece of Chance. As the Paflions
of Men, which are only the Mdtions raifed with-
in us by the Motion of Things without us, dre
foothed or animated by external Caufes, it is hard
to determine, whether there be a Man in the
World. who might not be corrupted by fome
Means and Applications ; the Nicety is, to choofe
thofe that are proper. ,

All thefe Difcoveries and Complaints of the
Crookednefs and Corruption of human Nature are
made with no malignant Intention to break the
Bonds of Society ; butthey are made to thew, that
as Selfithnefs is the ftrongeft Biafs of Men, every
Man ought to be upon his Guard againft another,
that he become not the Prey of another. The
too great Confidence which many Men have pla-
ced in One, has often ruined Millions. How
many forrowful Experiences have we, that Men
will be Rogues where they dare; and that the

" greateft Opportunities always make the greateft !

C3 Give
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Give them what you can, they will flill want
more than you give; and therefore the higheft
‘Trufts are the moft apt to be broken.

Thofe who have talked moft of the Dignity of
human Nature, feem to have unde it but
little. Men are fo far from having any Views
purely publick and difinterefted, that Government
firft arofe from every Man’s taking care of him-
felf; and Government is never abul%d and pervert-
ed, but from the fame Caufe. Do we not know
that one Man has flaughtered a Million, and over-
turned Nations, for the gaining of one Point to
himfelf ? and that almoft all Men would follow
Evil, if they found their greateft Advantage or
Pleafure in it.

Here therefore lies the Source of all the Evil
which Men fuffer from Men, that every Man
loves himfelf better than he loves his whole Spe-
cies, and more or lefs confults himfelf in all that -
be does. He naturally purfues what is pleafant or
profitable in his own Eyes, though in doing it he
enta’]l Mifery upon Multitudes.  So that we have
no other Security againft the Malice and Rapine
of each other, but the Security of Laws or our
own Force, By Laws Societies fubfift within
themfelves ; and by Force they defend themfelves
againft each other. And as in the Bufinefs of
Faith and Leagues between Nation and Nation,
Treaties are made by Confent, but kept by Fear
and Power ; and obferved or violated juft as Inte-
reft, Advantage, and Opportunities invite, with-
out Regard to Faith and good Confcience, which
are only Words of Good-breeding, with which
Courts compliment cne another and themfelves ;
fo between Subjct and Subje&, and between Ma-

_ , - giftrates
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giftrates and Subjects, Concord and Security are

preferved by the Terror of Laws, and the Ties:
of mutual Intereft ; and both Intereft and Terror

"derive their Strength from the Impulfes of Self- .

Love. '

Thus one Man is only fafe, while it is the In-
tereft of another to let him alone 3 and Men are -
Knaves or honeft Mcn, according to the Judg-
ment which they make of their own Intereft and
Eafe, and of the Terms upon which they choofe
to live in the World. Many Men are honeft,
without any Virtue, or indeed a Thought of Ho-
nefty ; as many others are Rogues, without any
Malice : And both Sorts mean only their own per-
fonal Avantage ; but take different Roads to ar-
riveatit. This is their great Aim ; and that Con-
ftitution which trufts more than it needs to any
Man, or Body of Men, has a terrible Flaw in ity
and is big with the Seeds of its own Deftrution.
Hence arofe Tyrants, and Tyranny, and Standing
Armies: Marius, and Cefar, and Oliver Cromwell, .
How prepofteroufly do Men a& | By too great
Confidence in one K/ian, or a few Men, they be-
eome Slaves ; and by a general Diftrult of cach
ether, they continue fo !

It may be obje@ed, that fince Men are fuch a
wretched Race, made fo by the Apoftafy of Adam,
they are not worth ferving ; that the moft unhap-
py of them- are but what they themfelves would.
make others, and therefore their Fate is juft upon
them.

In anfwer to this, I readily ownwhat I have

" bien proving, that Men are very bad where they

dare, and that all Men would be Tyrants, and do

what they pleafe. But ftill let us preferve Juftice
’ ) C and-

4 .
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and Equality in the World. Why fhould he, who

is bad himfelf, opprefs others who are no worfe
than him ? Befides, the Lot of Humanity being an
unhappy one, it is an honeft Ambition, that of
endeavouring to mend it, to improve Nature by
Virtue, and to mend Mankind by obliging them
to obferve Rules thatare good. We do not expe&
philofophical Virtue from them ; but only that
the, follow Virtue as their Intereft, and find it pe-
nal and dangerous to depart from it. And this is
the only Virtue that the World wants, and the
only Virtue that it can truft to.
I am, &c.

SATURDAY, Auguft 19, 1721. No. 4I1.

The Emperor Galba’s Speech ta Pifo, with an In-
troduction.

S IR,
I Send you a Tranflation of the Speech of the
+ Emperor Galia to Pifo, when he adopted him
his Partner and Succeflor in the Empire ; a Speech
_ full of great Senfe, great Honefty, and noble Sen-
timents. Indeed Galba feems to have come to the
- Government with worthy Intentions to mend it.-
To reftore the antient Liberty, was impoffible.
Things had run long in another Channel ; People
were accuftomed to the Largefies and falfe Bounty
of their Princes, to the awful and founding Names
of the Czfars, and to the Luxury, Pomp, and
Tinfel of a Court. The Soldiers would have an
Emperor ; nor.could the Senate withftand the
' : ‘Soldiers :
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Soldiers : The venerable Orders of the Common~
wealth had been long abolifhed, her antient Virtues
extin ; Nihil ufquam prifci & integri moris ; and
the Commonwealth itfelf was forgot : Quotus quif-
que reliquus qui rem publicam vidiffet | fays Tacitus,
fpeaking of the End of the Reign of Auguftus.
In fhort, the Emperor was all in all: Tllue
cunéta vergere. 'The State was overturned, man-
gled, and changed : The old Laws of Equality
were utterly loft in the Imperial Power, and that
was fupported by the Sword. There was no Safe-
ty but in Servitude ; Fuffa principis afpeiare.
All the other Magiftrates were but Shadows with
fine old Names. -

The chief Aim therefore of Gualba, fince he

could not reftore, was to reform. A worthy At-

tempt, but he failed in it : So irrefiftible was the
Tide of Corruption ! Two Things principally ob-
firu@ted his Defign, and fhortensd his Life and
Reign ; the Avarice of the Soldiery, and the vile
Condu& of his Servants. -
As to the Soldiers, he had honeftly, but unfor-

tunately faid, that he would choofe them, but not buy
them ; a Saying which they never forgave him.
Befides, as he pra&tifed himfelf the rigid old Ro-
man Difcipline, he would oblige his Army to
pradtife it ; a Thing new to them, and intoler-~
able. They had been long ufed to Luxury and
Sloth, and were grown as fond of the Vilenefs
and Vices of their Princes, as the old Republican
Armies had been of the Temperance, Modefty,
and other Virtues of their Commanders : "Phey
therefore could not bear the Severity and F rugality

of Galba ; nor would Galba depart from his Tem- -

per and his Purpofes. Money would have made’
o Cs them

.
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them his Friends ; but he would part with none.
‘The RefleCtion of the Hiftorian upon this Conduét
of his is fine, but melancholy ; Nocuit anti-
quis rigor, & nimia feveritas, cui jam pares non fu-
mus : *“ He was ruined by reviving unfeafonably
¢ the fevere Virtue of our Anceflors: Alas | we
“¢ are no longer equal to it.”” To conclude this
Head ; the Scldiers butchered an Emperor that
would not bribe them.

As to the Part of Galba’s Servants in the Tra-
gedy of their Mafter, it was no fmall one: They
made him odious by their own Crimes ; and in
his Name committed Cruelties and Rapine, which
blackened his Character ; and when they had
brought him under a general Diflike, none of his -
own good Qualities could recover him his good
Name : ]nv{ﬁ femel principe, feu bene feu male faéta
premunt. Their Avarice was imputed to him, and
called his : — Fam offerebant venalia cunéta pre-
potentes liberti. 'They were refolved to make the
moft of his fhort Reign ; and by doing fo made it
fhorter :— Servorum manus [ubitis avide, & tan-

uam apud fenem feftinantes. He paid dear for their
(’Vickednefs: —Odio flagitiorum oneratum deftrue-
bant. His Chara&er, in relation to his Friends
and Servants, was, That he was indulgent to
them, if they were good ; and blind to their
Faults, if they were bad.  Ubs in bonos incidiffer,
Jine reprebenfione patiens : Si mali forent, ufque ad
culpam ignarus.

‘The reft of his Charaler, taken from Tacitus,
from whom I have taken the Whole, is, That
being Seventy Years old, he had lived in Profpe-
rity during five Reigns, more happy in them than
in his own : That he was of a Family Antient,

, 2  Great,
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‘Great, and Noble, and Mafter of great Wealth :
That he had a- moderate Capacity, and more In-
nocence than Abilities : That he neither courted
Fame, nor defpifed it : That he coveted no Man’s
Money, was fparing of his own, and folicitous to-
fave publick Money : That a Nobleman of his
-great Birth and Quality, having lived fo fecurely
in fuch dangerous Times, was a Thing fo fure

prizing and rare, that his good Fortune paffed for -

ifdom, and his real Indolence for real Art :
That in the Vigour of his Years he acquired great
Renown in the German Wars: That being Pro~
<conful in Africa, he governed that Province, and:
afterwards Spain, with. great Equity: That he
feemed greater than a Subje&, while he was but a.

- Subje&; and that, in the Opinion of all Men, he-

‘was equal to the Empire; if he had never been:
Emperor.
So much for the Charalter of Gelba; which I
thought neceffary to introduce his Speech to Pife,.
‘who was every way worthy of the Adoption and
of a better Fortune ;. which, however, was of"
a-piece : He was long an Exile under: Nero, who.
had murdered his Brother. €raffis'; ashad Claxdjus
his Brother Magnus: He himfelf was but four.
Days Cefar, and then butchered ; 28 was his eldeft-
Brother prefently after him.- He was of a noble.
Race, both by lfzather and Mother, and had an
amiable and popular Chara&er for the Severity of-
this Manners,. and his many Virtues ; and during:
the few Days-of his hnghez Power and Adverfity
lie behaved. himfelf with great Modefty and Firm~
nefs, and feemed to make good every Hope con-
ceming him.——But Virtue and Goodnefs wers:
then pernicions, and.we fec what be gothy having

<
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them. The whole Story, and particularly his Fate

in it, affe@s me.
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Iam, &c. '
The Speech of Galba 0 Pifo.

W‘T Ere, as a private Man, to adopt you for

my Son, by Virtue of the Law Curiata,
in Prefence of the Pontifs, according to the ox-
dinary Ufage ; glorious even then would be the
Adoption to us both ; as with the Blood of the
great Pompey and of Marcus Craffus my Family
would be enriched ; and the Ncbility of your
Houfe derive frefh Splendor from the fignal Lu-
fire and Renown of the Swipitian and Lutacian
Race. I am now a publick Perfon, by the uni-
ted Confent of Gods and Men callcd to the
Empire ; and of this fame Sovereignty, for

~ which our Anceftors contended with Arms, I,
* who by War hzve obtained it, do offer you the

Pofleflion, while you are neither feeking nor
purfuing it : A Gift to which I am urged only
by the Love of my Country and your own ex-
cellent Qualifications. In this I follow the Ex-
ample of the deified Augu/fus, who affumcd fuc-
cefively, for his Partfigrs in Power, firft his

Sifter’s Son,” Adarcellus i next his Son-in-Law, '
bd

Asrippa ; afterwards his Grandfons ; laftly, his
Wife’s Son Tiberius. But AugufPus, who would
entail the Empire upon his own Houfe, in his
own Houfe fought a Succeffor : ¥choofe out of
the Commcnwealth an Heir to the Common-
wealth. Not that I am reduced to this Choice

by any Want of Relations to my Blood, or of

Fellow-Commanders'in War. . But neither did

“ .

.
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I, no more than you, arrive at fupreme Power
by any Efforts of Ambition ; and my thus over-
looking your Relations, as well as my own, is
a Proof ‘and Monument with what Sincerity of
Intention I prefer you to all Men. You have
a Brother, in Nobility your Equal, in Age
your Superior ; a Man worthy of this Fortune ;
did T not in you find one flill more worthy.
Such is your Age, as to be paft the Giddinefs
and Impetuofity of Youth; fuch hzs been your
Courfe of Life, that nothing in your Condué,
thus far, is fubje&t to Blame. But hitherto

" you have only had an adverfe Fortune to con-

tend with. More dangerous and keen are the.
Stimulations of Profperity, to try the Temper
of the Soul, and call forth its Weaknefles. For,
the Strokes of Calamity we ftrugzle under and
bear: By a Flow of Felicity we are utterly
fubdued and corrupted. ‘ ’
““ You doubtlefs will ftill retzin, with your
ufual Firmnefs, the fame Honour, Faith in
Friendthip, Candour and Freedom of Spirit ;
Endowments which, above all others, adorn
the Mind of Man. But the falfe Complaifance
of others will flacken your Fortitude. Flattery
will force its Way to your Heart; deceitful
Soothings, the moft ped;lent Poifon to every

* honeft Affecion, will enchant you; and to

his own fordid Gain will every Particular be
wrefting your Honour and good Inclinations,
You and I upon this Occafion converfe togethet
with Hearts perfectly open and fincere : Others
will choofe to make their Addreffes to our For*
tune rather than to us. Indeed, to deal faith-

“fully with. Princes, to reafon them into. theit

1 Duty,
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¢¢ Duty, is a mighty Tafk, and with infinite
¢ Difficulty performed. But eafy is the Art of
¢¢ cajoling any Prince whatfoever, and in doing
¢¢ it the Heart has no Share. Could this immenfe
¢¢ Empire fubfift, and be fwayed without a fingle
¢¢ Ruler, I fhould glory in refizgning, glory in
¢¢ being the firft Emperor who refigned the Power
¢¢ of the Republick into her own Hands. But
¢ fuch, long fince has been the fatal Situation
¢ of the State, that all the Good which my old
¢¢ Age enables me to do to the Roman People, is
¢¢ to leave them a good Succeflor ; nor can you,
¢¢ with all your Youth, do more for them than
¢¢ afford them in yourfelf a benevolent Prince.
¢¢ Under Tiberius and Caligula and Claadius, we
¢¢ were all of us no more, the Roman World was
¢¢ no more, than as the Inheritance of one Fa-
¢ mily. That the Empire has in me begun to
¢ be eleive, is a Sign of our antient Liberty re«
4¢ vived, and fome %Iquivalcnt for it; the only
¢ Liberty we are capable of enjoying. Now the
se &:{imx and Claudian Families being extin&, the
b Men are likely, in this Way-of Adoption,
¢ to become the higheft. To be fprung from a
¢¢ Sovereign Race, is the Effe& of Chance, and
. 3¢ further than this requires no Deliberation or
¢ Regard. But in the Werk of Adoption the
¢+ Judgment is exercifed, free from Biafs and Re-
¢¢ ftraint ; and whenever you want to choofe, you:
4¢ are by the general Confent dire&ed to the Per-
*¢ fon worthy to be chofen.
¢ Have Jways before your Eyes the Example
¢ of Nero, who, fecure as he was, and fwelling
¢ with the Pride of his Race, a long Genealogy of.
#* whe Gefors his Anceftors, was not in reality de«-
‘ ~ ¢ throned-
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throned by Fulius Vindex, the Governor of a
Province unprovided with Forces, nor by me,
affifted by one Legion: No, it was his own
brutal Tyranny, his own beaftly Debaucheries,
that flung down the Tyrant from riding on the
Necks of Mankind. Nor was there till then
any Inftance of an Emperor by publick Sen-
tence condemned and depofed. We who fuc-
ceed him by a different Title, by War and by
publick Approbation-and Choice, fhall thence
reap publick Glory, however the Malignity of
Particulars may purfue us. Nor muft you be

' -alarmed, if while the World itfelf continues in

this general Uproar, there are two Legions

~which yet remain unreclaimed to Obedience. It

was my own Lot to be called to an unfettled
State ; and as to my old Age, the only Ob-
je&ion to my Government, it is no longer one,
fince, when it is known that I have adopted
ou, [ fhall feem young in my Succeffor. The
fs of Nero will ever be regrettel by all the
moft Profligate and Bad. To usit belongs, to
you and to me, fo to govern, that he may not
alfo be regretted by the Good.
¢ To fay more in this Way of Inftru&ion,
the prefent -Conjuncture fuffers not ; nor is it
neceffary ; fince if I have in you made a wor-
thy Choice, I have anfwered every Purpofe.
One certain Rule you have to obferve, exceed-
ing wholefome, as well as exceeding fhort ; fo
to comport yourfelf towards crour Subjets, as,
were you a Subjet, you would with your Prince
to comport towards you. By this Rule you will
beft diftinguifh the Boundzries of Juftice and
Iniquity ; beft comprehend the Art of Reigning:

¢¢ For,
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¢¢ For, you muft remember that it is not with us
¢¢ as with' other Nations, fuch as are barbarous
¢¢ and tyrannized, where a particular lordly Houfe
¢¢ is eftablifhed, and where all befides are Slaves
¢¢ without Referve. But you are about to govern
¢¢ the Romans; a People of too little Virtue to
¢ fupport complete Liberty, of too much Spirit to
$¢ bear abfolute Bondage.

SATURDAY, Auguft 26, 1721. No. 42.
Confiderations on the Nature of Laws. -

§ IR,

TH E Mifchiefs that are daily done, and the

Evils that are daily fuffered in the World, are
fad Proofs, how much human Malice exceeds hu-
man Wifdom. Law only provides againft the
Evils which it knows or forefees ; but when Laws
fail, we muft have Recourfe to Reafon and Na-
ture, which are the only Guides in the making of
Laws. Stirpem jurisa natura repertam, fays Cicero ;
there never would have been any Law againft any
Crime, if Crimes might have been fafely commit-
ted, againft which there was no Law : For every
Law fuppofes fome Evil, and can only punith or
reftrain the Evils which already exift.

But as pofitive Laws, let them be ever fo full
and perfpicuous, can never entirely prevent the
Arts of crafty Men to evade them, or the Power
of great ones to violate them ; hence new Laws
are daily muaking, and new Occafions for more
© - are
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are daily arifing : So that the utmoft that Wifdom,
Virtue, and Law can do, is to leflen or qualify, but |
never totally abolifh, Vice and Enormity. Law is.
therefore a Sign of the Corruption of Man ; and
many Laws are Signs of the Corruption of a State.

Pofitive Laws deriving their Force from the
Law of Nature, by which we are dire&ted to
make occafional Rules, which we call Laws, ac-
cording to the Exigencies of Times, Places, and

Perfons, grow obfclete, or ceafe to be, as foon as
" they ceafe to be neceflary. And it is as much
againft the Law of Nature to execute Laws, when
the firft Caufe of them ccafes, as it is to make
Laws, for which there is no Caufe, or a bad
Caufe. This would be to fubject Reafon to Force,
and to apply a Penalty where there is no Crime.
Law is right Reafon, commanding Things that
are good, and forbidding Things that are bad ; i
is a Diftin¢ion and Declaration of Things juft
and unjuft, and of the Penalties or Advantages an-
nexed to them. :

The Violation therefore of Law does not con-
ftitute a Crime where the Law is bad ; but the
Violation of what ought to be Law, is a Crime
even where there is no Law. The Effence of
Right and Wrong does not depend upon Words
and Claufes inferted in a Code or a Statute-Book,
much lefs upon the Conclufions and Explications
of Lawyers ; but upon Reafon and the Nature of
Things, antecedent to all Laws. In all Coun-
tries Reafon is or ought to be confulted, before
Laws are enaled ; and they are always worfe
than none, where it is not confulted. = Reafon is
in fome Degree given to all Men ; and Cicers fays,
that whoever has Reafon, has right Reafon ‘,, that

irtu”
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Viatue is but perfe Reafon ; and that all Nations-
havin¥ Reafon for their Guide, all Nations are
capable of -arriving at Virtue.

From this Reafoning of his it would follow,
that every People are capable of making Laws,
and good Laws; and that Laws, where they are
bad, are gained by Corruption, Faction, Fear, or
Surprize ; and are rather their Misfortune, than
the Effe@s of their Folly. The A&s of Czfar
were confirmed by the Senate and the People ;
but the Senate was awed, and the Tribunes and

People were bribed : Arms and Money procured: .

him a Law to declare him lawlefs. But, as the
moft pompous Power can never unfettle the ever-
lafting Land-marks between Good and Evil, no
more than thofe between Pleafure and Pain; Cezfar
remained ftill a Rebel to his Country, and his AQts.
remained wicked and tyrannical.

Let this ftand for an Inftance, that Laws are’
not always the Meafure of Right and Wrong.
And as pofitive Laws often fpeak when the Law
of Nature is filent, the Law of Nature fometimes
fpeaks when pofitive Laws fay nothing :— Negae-
opinione, [ed natura conflitutum effé jus. That brave
Roman, Heratius Cocles, was bound by no written:
Law to defend the wooden Bridge over the Tiber,
againft a whole Army of Tufcans; nor was there
any Law, that I know of, in Rome, againft Adul-
tery, when the younger Targuin ravithed Lucretia :
And yet the Virtue of Horatius was juftly reward-
ed, and the Vilenefs of Zarguin juitly punifhed, by
the Romans.

It is impofiible to devife Laws fufficient to regu-
late and manage every Occurrence and Circum-
ftance of Life, becaufe they are often produceg

an
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and- diverfified by Caufes that do not appear ; and
in every Condition of Life Men muft have, and
will have, great Allowances made. to their own
natural Liberty and Difcretion : But every Man,
who confents to the neceffary Terms of Society,,
will alfo confent to this Propofition, That every
Man fhould do all the Good, and prevent all the Evil,
that be can. This is the Voice of the Law of Na-
ture ; and all Men would be happy by it, if all
Men would pra&ife it. This Law leads us to
fee, that the Eftablithment of Falthood and Ty-
ranny (by which I mean the Privilege of One or
a Few to miflcad and opprefs All) cannot be jutly
called Law, which is the impartial Rule of Good
and Evil, and can never be the San&ion ef Evil
alone. .

It has been often faid, that Virtue is its own
Reward ; and it is very true, not only from the
Pleafure that attends the Confcioufnefs of doing
well, and the Fame that follows it, but ina more
extenflive Senfe, from the Felicity. which would
accrue to every Min, if all Men would purfue
Virtue : But as this Truth may appear too gene-
ral to allure and engage particular Men, who will
have always their own fingle felves moft at Heart,
abftralted from all the reft ; therefore in the make-
ing of Laws; the Pleafures and Fears of particular
Men, being the -great Engines by which they -
are to be governed, muft be confulted : Vice muft
be rendered deteftable and dangerous ; Virtue ami-
able and advantageons. Their Shame and Emu-
lation muft be raifed ; their private Profit and
Glory, Peril and Infamy, Iaid before them. This

is the Meaning of Tully, when he fays, Vitiorum

emen=
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emendatricem legem effe oportet, commendatricemque
virtutem. '

Rewards and Punifhments therefore conftitute
the whole Strength of Laws ; and the Promulga-
tion of Laws, without which they are none, is
an Appeal to the Senfe and Intereft of Men, which
of the two they will choofe.

The two great Laws of human Society, from
whence all the reft derive their Courfe and Obli-
gation, are thofe of Equity and Self-prefervation :
By the firft all Men are bound alike not to hurt
one another ; by the fecond all Men have a Right
alike to defend themfelves: Nam jure hoc evenit,
ut quod quifque ob tutelam corporis fui fecerit, jure

- feciffe exiftimetur, fays the Civil Law ; that is, ¢¢ It
¢¢ 1sa Maxim of the Law, that whatever we do
¢¢ in the Way and for the Ends of Self-defence,
¢¢ we lawfully do.””  All the Laws of Society are
entirely reciprocal, and no Man ought to be ex-
empt from their Force ; and whoever violates this
primary Law of Nature, ought by thé Law of
Nature to be deftroyed. He who obferves no Law,
forfeits all Title to the Prote&ion of Law. Itis
Wi ckednefs not to deftroy a Deftroyer ; and all
the ill Confequences of Self-defence are chargeable
upon him who occafioned them.

Many Mifchiefs are prevented, by deftroying
One who fhews a certain Difpofition to commit
many. To allow a Licence to any Man to do
Evil with Impunity, is to make Vice triumph over
Virtue, and Innocence the Prey of the Guilty. If
Men be obliged to bear great and publick Evils,
when they can upon better Terms oppofe and re-
move them ; they are obliged, by the fame Logick,
’ ’ o
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to bear the total Deftruétion of Mankind. If any
Man may deftroy whom he pleafes without Re-.
fiftance, he may extinguifh the human Race without
Refiftance. For, if you fettle the Bounds of Re-
fiftance, you allow it; and if you do not fix its
Bounds, you leave Property at the Mercy of Ra-
p'ne, and Life in the Hands of Cruelty.

It is faid, that the Do&rine of Refiftance would
deftroy the Peace of the World : But it may be
more truly faid, that the contrary Do&rine would
deftroy the World itfelf, as it has already fome of
the beft Countriesin it. I muft indeed own, that
if one Man may deftroy all, there would be great
and lafting Peace when nobody was left to break it.

The Law of Nature does not only allow us,
but oblige us, to defend ourfelves. It is our Duty,
not only to ourfelves, but to the Society ; Vitam
tibi ipfi fi negas, multis negas, fays Seneca : If we
fuffer tamely a lawlefs Attack upon our Property
and Fortunes, we encourage it, and involve others
in our Doom. And Cicero fays, ¢ He who doe
¢¢ not refift Mifchief when he may, is guilty b?
¢¢ the fame Crime, as if he had deferted his Pa-
¢ rents, his Friends, and his Countty. ‘

So that the Conduét of Men, who, when' they
are ill treated, ufe Words rather_than Arms, and
practife Submiffion rather than Refiftance, is ow;
ing to a' prudential Caufe, becaufe there is. Ha-
zard in Quarrels and War, and' their Caufe may
be made worfe by an Endeavour to mend it ; and
not to any Confeffion of Right in thofe that do
them wrong. When Men begin to be wicked,
we cannot tell where that Wickednefs will end ;
we.have Reafon to fear the worft, and proyide .
againft it. '
L Such
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Such is the Provifion made by Laws : They are
‘Checks upon the unruly and partial Appetites of
Men, and intended for Terror and Prote@ion.
But as there are already Laws fufficient every
where to preferve Peace between private Particu-
lars, the great Difficulty has hitherto been to find
proper Checks for thofe who are to check and
adminifter the Laws. * To fettle therefore a tho-
rough Impartiality in the Laws, both as to their
End and Execution, is a Tafk worthy of human
Wi ifdom, as it would be the Caufe and Standard
of Civil Felicity. In the Theory nothing is more
eafy than this Tafk: Yet who is able to perform
it, if they who can will not ? '

" No Man in Society ought to have any Privilege
above the reft, without giving the Society fome
Equivalent for fuch his Privilege. Thus i'cgiﬂa-
tors, who compile good Laws, and good Magi-
ftrates, who execute them, do, by their honeft
Attendance_ upon the Publick, deferve the Privi-
legés and Pay which the Publick allows them ;
and Place and Power are the Wages paid by the
People to their own Deputies and Agents. Hence
it has been well faid, that a Chief Magiftrate is
wmayer fingulis, ommibus minor :—*¢ He is above the
¢ private Members of the Community ; but the
¢¢ Community itfelf is above him.”

Where-ever, therefore, the Laws are honeftly
intended, and executed, fo as to compre-
Bend in their Penalties and ration the Great
as well and as much as the Small, and hold in awe
the Magiftrates as much as the Subje&t, that Go»
vernment is good, that People are happy.

G am, &c.
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SATURDAY, September 2, 1721. No.43.

The natural Paffion of Men for Superiority.
.S IR, ’

ALL Men have an Ambition to be confiderable,

and take fuch Ways as their Judgments fug-
geft to become fo. Hence proceeds the Appetite
of all Men to rife above their Fellows, and the

conftant Emulation that always has been, and al-

ways will be, in the World, ‘amongt all Sorts of
Men. Nature has made them all equal, and moft
Men feem well content with the Lot of Parts
which Nature has given them ; but the Lot of
"Fortune never thoroughly fatisfies thofe who have
the beft. :

The firft Spring therefore of Inequality is in
human Nature, and the next in the Nature of
Society. In order that many may live together
in perfect Equality, it is neceffary that fome thould
e above the Many, who otherwife will be ufing
Frauds and Viddence to get above one another.
Some Inequality there muft be ; the Danger is,
that it be not tao great : Where there is abfolute
Equality, all Reverence and Awe, two Checks

-indifpenfible in Society, would be loft ; and where

Imequality is toe great, all Intercourfe and Comi-
swunication is loft. '

Thus in Turkey, where there are no natural
Links, nor proper Degrees of Subordination in the
Chain of their Government, there is a monftrous
Gap between the Subject .and the Thrope, GT%

rai
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Grand Seignior preferves no Underftanding with his
People : Nothing is to be feen but the Terrors of
abfolute Monarchy, and the abje&t Poftures of
crouching Slaves. Power does not glide there, as
it ought every where, down an even and eafy
Channel, with a gentle and regular Defcent ; but
pours from a Precipice with dreadful Din, Rapi-
dity, and Violence upon the poor and paffive Val-
leys below, breaking down all before it, and lay-
ing wafte where-ever it comes. ‘

All Men in the World are fond of making a
Figure in it. This being the great End of all
Men, they take different Roads to come at it, ac-
“cording to their different Capacities, Opinions,
Tempers, and Opportunities. No Man would
“choofe to have any Man his Equal, if he could
place himfelf above all Men. All would be Porn-
peys.  But though it has fallen to the Share but of
few Men to be above all Men ; yet as every Man
may, or thinks he may, excel fome Men, there
is a perpetual Spur in every Defcendant of Adam
to be afpiring. Every Man has Self-love, and
Self-love is never deferted by Hope. .

. But this Spirit in every Man of rifing above
other Men, as it conftitutes the Happinefs of pri-
wvate Individuals, who take great Complacency in
their favourable Opinicn of themfclves and their
own Abilities ; fo is it the great Caufe of publick
and private Evils, Wars, Frauds,. Cruelty, and
-Oppreflion. The Ambition of excelling in every
Station by honeft Means, is not only lawful, but
laudable, and produces great Good to Society :
But as nothing produces Good in this World, but
- what may, and generally does, produce Evil; and
as Fame, . Riches, and :Power, may be. honeftly
g - . goh
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got, but wickedly ufed, it ought to be the Care
of Society to provide that fuch Emulation amongft
its Members be fo dire&ed and controuled, as to
bé always beneficial, but never dangerous. But
this is a Felicity at which few Nations have ar<
rived, and thofe that had it rarely preferved it
long. ' ’
I% is a nice Pomt of Wifdom, perhaps too nice:
for human Judgment, to fix certain and laftin
Bounds to this Spirit of Ambition and. Emulation
amongft Men. To ftopit too foon, fruftrates its
Ufe ; and not to flop it at all, invités its Mifchiefs
The Venetians, by difcouraging it, have never, or
very rarely, felt its Advantages ; and the Atheniane
found their Offracifm, an Expedient invented for -
this very Purpofe, ineffeGtual to prevent their great
Men, who had done great Good ‘to the State,
from growing terrible to the State itfelf : Pericles
in particular, by his Arts, Eloquence, and Popu-

_ larity,-made himfelf Mafter of it, and did almoft

what he pleafed in it all his Life ; that fingle Man
was fo potent in that free City, that he broke the -
Power of the Arespagus, the Senate of Athens, a

Court of Magiftrates that balanced the Power of

the Populace ; who, being fet free from that Re~

fraint, ran into all manner of Licentioufnefs and

Corruption. . :

. The People of Athens became the Subje@s of

Perisles: By having done them much Good, he!

found Credit enough to deftroy their Government
and their Virtue. From the Chara&er of a Bene-

fa&or, he flole into that of a Mafter : So narrow

and invifible are the Bounds between the Bene-
fator and the Betrayer ! Valerius Maximus ob-

ferves very finely, that ¢ the only Difference be-

1 Vor. II.~ D ¢ tween
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<< tween Pififratusand Pericles was, that the latter
¢¢ exercifed by Art the fame Tyranny that the
‘6¢ other had exercifed by Arms.

Good and Evil thus often flowing from the fame
Root, and Mifchief being frequently introduced
by Merit, it fhews great Difcemment and Virtue
in a People, and a happy Spirit in their Laws, if
they can encourage and employ the Capacity and
Genius of their principal Men, fo as to reap only
she Fruits of their Services.

his was the Praflice and good Fortune of the
old Romans for feveral Ages : Virtae was the only
Road to Glory ; it was admired, fupported, ap-
plauded, and recompenfed ; but they who had
fhewn the greateft found no San&uary from it,
-when they committed Crimes that deferved none,
This is particularly verified in the Cafes of Corso-
Janus and Manlius Capitolinus. They were both
‘brave Men, and had deferved well of their Coun-
try; were both, in Recompence, diftinguifhed
with great Honours ; yet were both afterwards
condemned by their Country, the one for a Con-
fpiracy againit it, the other for defpifing its Laws.
“Their Services and Crimes were properly feparated:
and rewarded.

. Emulation therefore, or the Paffion of one Man |,
to equal or excel another, ought to be encouraged,
with thefe two Reftrictions: Firft, that no Man,
et his Merit be what it will, fhould take his own
Reward; fecondly, that he thould have no more
than comes to his Share. Scipio, afterwards called
Africanus, was chofen as the greateft and beft Man
in Rome, to invade the Territories of Carthage;
and he performed it with great Glory te himfelf,
with great Emolument to his Country. He de-
. S - feated
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feated Hannibal, and conquered Carthage. ‘The
like Praife is alfo due to Metellus, Lucullus, to T,
Flaminius, Paulus Emilius, and many other Roman
Commanders, who all conquered for their Coun-

" try, and were rewarded by their Country with its

Laurels and its Dignities.

. Yulius Czfar, béing alfo employed by the Com-
monwealth to conquer for it, fucceeded in his
Cofmmiffion ; but, as a Reward, took the Com-
monwealth for his Pains: He paid. himfelf with
the whole Roman World, for having conquered
Part of it.  Alexander the Great, and moft other
Conquerors, had the fame Modefty, and the fame
Woages ;they took All to themfelves.

When Men are left to meafure their own Merit,
and the Reward due to it, they rarely flint them-
felves ; all that they can get is the leaft that they
expet: And, to defcend to lefler Inftances, the
World has always abounded in Men, who, though
they defesved Contempt or a Prifon, yet could,
never be fatiated with Places and Power.. And all
Men who, have obfetved the Affairs of the World,
will remember and acknowledge, that fometimes.
'one Man has poffefled many Pofts, to whom the
publick Suffrage and Confent never gave one.

In my Refle(tions upon this Subjett, I have often
amufed, and even diverted myfelf, withan odd -
Imagination ;. namely, what a wonderful and epi~
demical Ceflation of Power and Place would en~
fue a fudden and univerfal Removal from thence
of every Man who ‘deferved neither. I fanfied
that I faw the whole Inhabitants of feveral Coun—
tries, towards every Quarter of the Sky, gaping;
round them for Magiftrates, at leaft for one fingle
Magiftrate, and finding none; and yet even in

- B - Da this
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this State of Anarchy congratulating one another
and themfelves upon the wonderful Amendment of’
their Government. I faw all 4fa, the whole am-
ple Dominions of the Tur#, and many potent
Kingdoms nearer home, all in an ablolute State of
Nature : In the large Bofom of the Romifp Church,
not a Prieft was to be feep ; and in fome Proteftant
Countries, the good People were greatly put to it,
where to geta Man in a proper Habit to fay pub-
lick Prayers. Here in England, indeed, I found
a different Face of Things, and more Comfort =
For, though at prefent we have no Parliament fit-
ting, and though in other Places I faw difmal So-
litude, and numberlefs Vacancies ; yet I perceived
many worthy Perfons in Church and State doing
their Bufinefs, and counting their Gains, with
great Attention and Alacrity, but greatly diftrefled
how to find new Perfons for old Places. :

Imagination apart : I fhallconclude in the Words
of a great Engli/b Writer. It is true that ¢ Con-.
¢¢ fideration ought to be had of human Frailty ;
¢ and fome Indulgence may be extended to thofe
¢ who commit Errors, after having done impor-
¢ tant Services: But a State cannot {ubfift, which .
¢¢ comp:nfating evil A&ions with good, gives Im-
¢ punity to dangerous Crimes, in Remembrance
¢ of any Services whatever. He that does well,
¢< performs his Duty, and ought always to do fo ;
¢ Juftice and Prudence concur in this; andit is
¢ no lefs juft than profitable, that every A&ion
¢¢ be confidered by itfelf, and fuch a Reward allot--
¢ ted to it as in Nature and Proportion it beft de-
¢¢ furves,

G A am, &c.
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SATURDAY, September 9, 1721. No. 44.
Men not ruled by Principle, but by Paffion.

S TR,

MR. Bayle, in the Article of Epicurus, fays,
that ¢¢ Multitudes of Chriftians believe well,
¢¢ and live ill: But Epicurus and his Followers had,
¢ on the contrary, very ill Opinions, and yetlived
¢¢ well,”” The Truth is, the worft Opinions that
are tan do but little Harm, when they are im-
prafticable, or when no Advantages are gained by
reducing them into Pra&ice ; and the beft can do
but little Good, when they contradi& the darling
Pleafures and prevailing Interefts of Men. '
Dry Reafoning has no Force : If you would '
have your Do&rine fuccefsful, you muft preve' it
gainful.  And asin order to lay down good Rules

for well governing the Commonwealth, you muft

firft know the Commonwealth; fo in order to
perfuade and govern Men, you muft know what
will pleafe or frighten them. The Good that they
do to one another, they do not becaufe it is juft or

‘commandeéd ; nor do they forbear mutual Evil,

becaufe it is unjuft or forbid : But thefe Things

“they do out of Choice or Fear, and both thefe

center in themfelves ; for Choice is Pleafure, and
Fear is the Apprehenfion of Pain. So that the

-beft Things that Men do, as well as the worft,

are felfith ; and Self-love is the Parent of Moral
"Good and Evil. o
What Mr. Selden fays of Humility, may be faid
of every other Virtue. ‘¢ Humility, fays that wife
. D 3 6 Man,
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€< Man, is a Virtue that all preach, none praQife,
¢ and yct every body is content to hear: The
¢¢ Mafter thinks it good Dotlrine for his Servants,
¢¢ the Laity for the Clergy, and the Clergy for
¢ the Laity.” Thus we deal with all the Vir-
tues ; we leave and recommend the Pradtice of
them to others, and referve the Advantage and
Praife of them to ourfelves. :

All this, and the reft of this Letter, is meant
to thew that this World is governed by Paffion,
and not by Principle ; and it ever will be fo as long
as Men arc Men.

There are rarely any Men, never any Body of
Men, but what profefs fome Sort of Religion ; and
every Religion profeffes .to promote the Peace of
Mankind, the Happinefs of Human Society, and
the Security of‘the World ; and, for Proof of this,
refers to its Principles, Do&rines, and Decifions.
And it is very true, that all Parties in Religion
contend for Submiffion to the State, as long as the
State humours them, or fubmits to them ; but their
Obedience and good Humour never hold longer.
All their Principles ply in the Day of Trial, and
are either thrown away, or diftinguifhed away ;
which is the fame Thing, though not fo honeft.
Nature is then the beft Guide, and Paffion the
moft popular Preacher. :

Men fuit their Tenets to the Circumftances that

they arein, or would be in ; and when they have -

gained their Point, they forget their Tenets. I could

give Inftances of this from all Sorts of Men, andeven .

irom many whofe Names are great and venerable.
Gregery Nazianzen, that eloquent and eminent

Greek Father, being himfclf Orthodox, contended

for Toleration to the Arians, while the Arians
: were
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were uppermoft, and had the Emperor .on their
Side : But as foon as Things took a contrary Turn,,
and his own Party had: the Imperial Power on
their Side, he changed his Stile ; and then it was-
unpardonable Boldnefs and a horrible Attempt, for
the Arians and Macedonians-fo much as to meet to-
gether to worfhip God their own Way.

St. Auftin had the fame Spirit and Inconfiftency =
He was once in' the Sentiments of Charity and
Toleration towards Hereticks ; but his Difpute
afterwards with the Donatiffs fo inflamed him, that
he changed without any Ceremony from White
to Black, and maintained with. Violence, that
Hereticks ought to be compelled, perfecuted, and
exterminated. :

Thus it is that Men bear witnefs againft them-
felves, and praltife the Evils which they condemn.
¢¢ The Puritans, fays Mr. Selden, who will allow
¢ no Free will at all, but God dqes all ; yet wiil
¢ allow the Subje& his Liberty to do, or not to
“ do, ,notwithftanding the King, who is God
¢ upon Earth: The Arminians, who hold that
¢ we have Free-will, do yet fay, when we come

to the King, we mui{ be all Obedience, and
¢ no Liberty is to be ftood for.

¢¢ While Spain was the moft renowned Power
¢ in Europe, the Fefuits, fays Mr. Bayle, were all
¢ Spaniards ; aswell thofe born at Paris or Rome,
¢ as thofe born in O/d Caftile, Ever fince the
¢¢ Decay of the Houfe of Auftria, and the Eleva-
¢¢ tion of Lewis le Grand, the Fefuitsareall French,
¢ at Rome, at Vienna, at Madrid, as well as in
¢¢ the College of Clermont. In thofe Days the
¢¢, Liberties of the Gallican Church appeared to
* them not.well grounded: They never ceafed”
. D4 ¢¢ writing

o
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¢¢ writing for the Rights of the Pope againft thofe
¢ of our Kings. One might fit a Library with
¢¢ the Defences compofed by the Society, and
¢ condemned by the Parltament and the Sorbon. —
¢¢ At prefent his Majefty has not truftier Pens
¢¢ than theirs in his Diffcrences with the Pope.
¢¢ It is now the Turn of the Court of Rome to
¢¢ cenfure the Books of theRcverend Fathers. It
¢ feems the King’s Profperity and Suceefles have
¢ affurded them new Lights.

It is with Laymen and Civil Societies, as with
Religicus : They have one Set of Principles when
they are in Power ; another, and a centrary, whene -
they are ‘out of it. ‘They that command, and
they that obey, have feldlom or never the fame
Mctives. Menchange with their Condition, and
Op:nions change with Men. And thus is verified
that Maxim of Rochefoucault’s, that the Under-
ftanding is the Dupe or Tool of the Heart ; that
is, our Sentiments follow our Paffions.

Nor has Religion been fuffered to mend Nature:
On the contrary, being inflituted as a Reftraint,
and an Antidote againft Sin, it has been, and is
frequently perverted into a Reafon for Sinning :
Yes, to the Shame and Misfortune of the World,
Men often make War upon Truth, Confcience, -
and Honetty, in behalf of their Religion ; and
there are others, who, when they have wantonly
wounded Virtue, have Recourfe to Religion for 2
Balfam. o ‘

All Men fpeak well of Religion, either natural
or revealed, and readily praife every Thing in
Religion that is eafy, indifferent, or advantageous
to them : But in almoft every Contention between
Recligion and the Appetites, the Vidtory remains

to
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to Nature ; that is, Men are never dithoneft with-
out Temptation, and rarely honeft againdt it.

. Thus their Principle is Intereft or Pleafure ; and
when they fay that they a& from Principle, how
can we believe them, unles we fee that they do
it againft Interef? A Proof which they rarely
give us! Had the feveral Contrats and Treaties
between Nation and Nation been obferved, there
would never have been War above once between
any; or had every free Nation obferved its own
Laws, every free Nation would have continued
free; or, had private Men obferved the common
Laws of Equity, and thofe of mutual Compact
between each other, every- private: Man would
have lived in Peace and Security. But Treaties,.
Compadls, and Laws are only fo far ftrong as no
body dares break them. . ’

I think it is Fuvenal, who fomewhere brings irv

2 Couple of falfe Witnefles perjuring themfelves for
Hire ; one is a religious Rogue, and believes in
the Gods ; the other is an Infidel, who difbelieves
or defpifes them. But though they difagree in their
Sentiments, they agree in the Thing, with this
very fmall Difference ; the Atheift forfwears him--
felf boldly without Remorfe ; the Beligver for-
fwears himfelf too, but does it with a fmall Qualm,*
which is prefently over. ' : '

: Vendet perjuria fumma
Exigua, Cereris tangens aramque pedemque.

X

- Bayle very humouroufly engages a- Mandarin of
China, of the Se& of the Literati, in a Dialogue
with the Fefuits, and with a Dutch Embaffador ;-
The Fefuits tell the Mandarin, that the Emperce

" had no Subje&ts in hig Ig)ominiqns, whefe Obesr

o 5 ‘dience
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dience was o fecure to him as that of their Cone
verts the Chriftians ; and none whofe Allegiance
was fo precarious as that of the Literati, who were
- Atheifts,
¢¢ Hold, cries the Mandarin ; letus not aflert
¢¢ too much without proving it: What Reafon
€ haveyou to fay that the Submiffion of the Chri-
¢¢ ftians to the Orders of the Emperor is more
¢¢ certain than that of all his other Subje&ts?”
That Book infpired by God,anfwer the Jefuits ; that-
Book, which is the Rule of our Faith, commands us
¢fy to fubmit ourfelves to the higher Powers:
ake the Trouble, my Lord, to read in it fuch and
- fuch Paffages : Nothing is more clear, nothing fo pre-
cifely determined.
¢ But, faysthe Mandarin turning to the Embaf-
¢ fador, are not you in Europe divided about the
¢ Meaning of thefe Paffages ?
¢ So divided, replies the Dutchman, that one
¢ Room would not contain the Volumes written
¢ for and againft the Right of Subjefts to refift
#¢ and depofe their Prince: And both Sides take
$¢ particular Qare in all their Writings to examine
¢ accurately every Text of Scripture, which the
¢¢ Reverend Fathers refer you to. This Difcuf-
¢ fion of Texts has therefore begot two Propoﬁ-
¢¢ tions, flatly contradi®ing each other. One
¢ Party afferts, that in departing from your Obe-
¢¢ dience, you depart from the Bible: The other
¢¢ fays, they refift with the Bidle on their Side.
% We have in Chriffendon many Inftances of
A4 Princcs attacked by Parties of their Subje&s,
¢¢ bereft of their Sovereignty, banifhed, beheaded,
¢ affaffinated, and generally for the Intereft of
“ Religion. DNor is theve any End of the Books:
' : ¢¢ publithed
2
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¢¢ publithed on this Occafion; we have every

¢¢ Day printed Accufations,and every Day printed
¢¢ Apologies ; and both they who accufe and they
¢¢ who defend appeal to God, and refer to his
¢¢ Word. As to the Fefuits in particular, it be-
¢¢ comes them the leaft of all Men to talk in this .
¢¢ Manner ; no Seciety of Men have ever written
¢¢ {o much in behalf of popular Infurrections ; they:
£¢ have openly contended for Rebellion, and prac-
¢¢ tifed it ; they have been the Authors of Royal

¢ Aflaffinations, and have been turned out of States -

$¢: for difturbing them.

¢¢ If thefe Things are fo, concludes the Manda~-
¢ rin, you Gentlemen of the Order of Fefus have-
“ no Reafon to boaft in behalf of yourfelves and
¢ your Followers, as if you were better Subje@s-
¢¢ than other Men. This your pretended Article
¢ of Faith about the Submiffion of the Subje&
é¢ is couched fo obfcurely in your Book of facred.
¢ Laws, that you will never find it there whem
% you have Occafion for a Rebellion or a Revo--
“ Jution ; Events which Ifind are frequent enough-
% in your Country. v

The fame Baylz obferves, that the fame Party-
of Chriftians, namely, the French Catholicks, who
kiad maintained, under Charles IX. and Henry I1I.
‘That it was againft all Laws, buman and divine,
for Subjeds to take Arms againft their Prince, did
alfdo-gaintain, even before the Death of Henry I11. -
That it was agreeable to Laws, human and divine,.
to take up Arms againft one’s Prince. The other
Party of Chriftians, namely, the Proteftants, were .
not more confiftent. They maintained, during
the. Reigns of Charles 1X. and Henry III. That
Laws,.human and divine, allowed the {maller Part

of:
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of theSubjecs to arm themfelves againft the greater
Part even with the King at their Head : But after
the Death of Henry lll. when they had got a
King of their own Religion, they maintained,
‘That both the Law of God and the Law of Man
forbid even the greater Part of the Subjets to arm
themfelves againft the fmaller Part with the King

_ at their Head.

It were needlefs to give more Proofs, and end-
lefs to give all that might be given.  Almoft every
Thing that Men do, 8 an Evidence that their
Friendfhip for themfelves does effetually extin-
guifh therr Regard for all the reft of their Species ;
and that they adopt or reject Principles, juft as
thefe Principles promote or contradict their Intereft
and Paffions. ) :
Nor are religious or moral Principles the worfe
for being thus ufed ; but Men fhew their own un-
conquerable Malignity and Sclfithnefs in ufing them
thus. :
- Upon the Whole, I think it very plain, that if
;you feparate from the Principles of Men the Penal~
ties and Advantages which are annexed to them
by Laws human and divine, or which every Man
has annexed to them in his own Mind, you will
hardly leave fuch a Thing as Principle in the
World ; the World is therefore not governed by
Principle. S
y - I am, &c.

SATUR-
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"SATURDAY, September 16, 1721. - No. 45,
Of the Equality and Inequality of Men.

S IR,

MEN are naturally equal, and none ever rofe
: above the reft but by Force or Confent : No
Man was ever born above all the reft, nor below
them all ; and therefore there never was any Man
in the World fo good or fo bad, fo high or {o low,
but he had his Fellow. Nature is a kind and be-
nevolent Parent ; fhe conftitutes no particular Fa~
vourites with: Endowments and Privileges above
the reft ; but for the moft part fends all her Off-
fpring into the World furnithed with the Elements
of Underftanding and Strength, to provide for
themfelves : She gives them Heads to confult their
own Secusity, and Hands to execute their own
Counfels; and according to the Ufe that they
make of their Faculties, and of the Opportunities
that they find, Degrees of Power and Names of
Diftin&ion grow amongft them, and their natural
Equality is loft. )

~ Thus Nature, who is their Parent, deals with
Men: But Fortune, who is their Nurfe,. is not
fo benevolent and impartial ; fhe a&s wantonly
and capricioufly, often cruelly ; and counterplot-
ting Juftice as well as Nature, frequently fets the
Fool above the wife Man, and the Beft below the
Worft. . )

And from hence it is, that the moft Part of

the World, attending much more to the noify
Condu& and glaring Effe&s of Fortune, tham t&
) ) - the

3
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the quiet and regular Proceedings of Nature, are
mifled in their Judgment upon this Subje& : They
confound Fortune with Nature, and too often
afcribe to natural Merit and Excellency the Works
of Cantrivance or Chance. This however, thews
that Reafon and Equity run in our Heads, while
we endeavour to find a juft Caufe for Things that
are not juft ; and this is the Source of the Reve-
rence which we pay to Men whom Fortune fome-
times lifts on high, though Nature had placed
them below. The Populace rarely fee any Crea~
ture rife, but they find a Reafon for it in his Parts 3.
when probably the true one will be found in his
own Bafenefs, or another Man’s Folly.

From the fame Reafoning may be feen why it
is, that, let who will be at the Head of a Party,
he is always extolled by his Party as fuperior te
the reft of Mankind ; and let who will be the
firft Man of his Country, he will never fail being
complimented by many as the firft of his Species:
But the Iffue and their own Behaviour conftantly
thew, that the higheft are upon a Level with the
reft, and often with the loweft. Men that are
high are almoft ever feen in a falfe Light; the
moft Part fee them at a great Diftance, and
¢hrough a magnifying Medium ; fome are dazzled
with their Splendor, many are awed by their
Power. Whatever appears fhining or terrible, ap--

mrs great, and is magnified by the Eye and the-

ination,
hat Nature has made Men equal, we know
and feel ; and when People come to think other~
‘wife, there is no Excefs of Folly and Superfti-
tion which they may not be brought to practife.
‘Thus they have made Gods of dead Men, aar%
B s
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paid divine Honours to many while they were
yet living : They faw them to be but Men, yet
they worfhipped them as Gods. And even they
who have not gone quite fo far, have yet, by
their wild Notions of Inequality, done as much
Mifchief ; they have made Men, and often wick~
ed Men, to be Vice-Gods ; and then made God’s
Power (falfly fo called) as irrefiftible in the Hands
of Men as in his own, and much more fright-
ful.

It is evident to common Senfe, that there ought
to be no Inequality in Society, but for the Sake of
Society ; but thefe Men have made one Man’s
Power and Will the Caufe of all Men’s Mifery.
They gave him as far as they could the Power of
God, without obliging him to pra&tife the Mercy
and Goodnefs of God.

Thofe that think themfelves furtheft above the
reft, are generally by their Education below them
all. They are debafed by a Conceit of thein
Greatnefs: They truft to their Blood ; which,
fpeaking naturally, gives them no Advantage ;
aﬂ?k ?egk& their Mgul'nd, which alone, by proper
Improvements, fets one Man above another. It
is not Blood or Nature, but Art or Accident,
which makes one Man excel others. Ariffotle,
therefore, muft either have been in Jeft, when he
faid, that he, who natu excelled all others,,

t to governall ; or faid it to flatter his Pupit
and Prince, Alexander the Great. It is certain,
that fucha Man never yet was found in the World,
and never will be found till the End of it.  flex-
ander himfelf, notwithftanding the Greatnefs of his
Spirit, and his Congquefts, bad in his own Army,

" and.perbaps among the cammon Soldiers, Men
.. naturally
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naturally as great and brave as himfelf, and many
more wife.

Whoever pretends to be naturally fuperior to
other Men, claims from Nature what fhe never
gave to any Man. He fets up for being more
_than a Man; a Chara&ter with which Nature has
nothing to do. ' She has thrown her Gifts in com-
mon amongft us; and as the higheft Offices of
Nature fall to the Share of the Mean as well as of
the Great, her vileft Offices are performed by the
Great as well as by the Mean : Death and Difea-
fes are the Portion of Kings as well as of Clowns 3
and theCorpfe of 2 Monarch is no more exempted
from Stench and Putrefattion, than the Corpfe of
a Slave,

Mors equo pulfat pede.

- All the Arts and Endowments of Men to ac-
quire Pre-eminence and Advantages over one an-
other, are fo many Proofs and Confeffions that they
have not fuch Pre-éminence and Advantages frony
Nature ; and all their Pomp, Titles, and Wealth,
are Means and Devices to make the World think
that they who poffefs them are fupérior in Merit
to thofe that want them. But it is not much to
the Glory of the upper Part of Mankind, that
their boafted and fuperior Merit is often the Work
of Heralds, Artificers, and Money ; and that many
derive their whole Stock of Fame from Anceftors,»
who lived an Age or many Ages ago. '
The firft Founders of great Families were not
always Men of Virtue or Parts ; and where they
‘were {o, thofe that came after them did frequent-
ly, and almoft generally, by trufting to their
glood, difgrace their Name. Suchis the F oll;g
e o
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of the World, and the Inconvenience of Society,
to allow Men to be great by Proxy ! An Evil that
can fcarce ever be cured. The Race of French
Kings, called by their Hiftorians in Contempty
Les Rois faineants and the Succeflion of the Ro-
man C¢fa/r"s, (in both which, for one good Prince
they had ten that were intolerable, either for Fol-
ly, or Cruelty, and often for both) might be men-
tioned as known Proofs of the above Truth; and .
every Reader will find in his own Memory many
more. ,
I have been told of a Prince, who, while yet
under Age, being reproved by his Governor for
doing Things ill or indecent, ufed to anfwer, Fe
Juis Roy 5 I am King; asif his Quality had altered
the Nature of Things, and he himfelf had been
better than other Men, while he a&ted worfe. But
he fpoke from that Spirit which had been inftilled
into him from his Cradle. . am King ] What
then, Sir ? The Office of a King is not to do
Evil, but to prevent it. You have Royal Blood
in your Veins: But the Blood of your Page is,
‘without being Royal, as good as yours ; or, if
you doubt, try the Difference in a Couple of Por-
ringers next Time you are ill; and learn from
this Confideration and Experiment, that by Na-
ture you are no better than your People, though
fubje& from your Fortune to be worfe, as mang
of your Anceftors have been, : ~
my Father got an Eftate and Title by La
or the Sword, I may by Virtue of his Will or his
Patent enjoy his Acquifition ; but if I underftand
neither Law nor the Sword, I can derive Honour
from neither : My Honour therefore is, in the
: Reafon
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Reafon of Things purely nominal ; and I am ftilF
by Nature a Plebeian, as all Men are.

There is nothing morat in Blood, or in Titles
or in Place: A&ions only, and the Caufes that
produce them, are moral. He therefore is beft
that does beft. Noble Blood prevents neither Fol-
ly, nor Lunacy, nor Crimes: but frequently be-

ts or promotes them : And Noblemen, whoa&
infamoufly, derive no Honour from virtuous An-
ceftors, whom they difhonour. A Man who does
bafe Things, is not noble ; nor great, if he do
Nttle Things: ‘A fober Villager is a better Man
than a debauched Lord ; an honeft Mechanick:
than a knavith Courtier. B

——— Nobilitas fola ¢ff atque unica virtus. -

Prima mihi debes animi bona 3 fanGus habers’
Tufliti@que tenax faltis, dictifque mereris 2
: Juv. Sat. 8.

We cannot bring more natural Advantages into
the World than other Men o ; but we can ac-
quire more Virtue in it than we generally acquire.
To be great is not in every Man’s Power ; but to-
be good is in the Power of all: Thus far every
Man may be vpon a Level with another, the Low-
eft with the Higheft : and Men might thus come.
so &e merally as well as naturally equal.

Iam, &c.

e SATURS
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SATURDAY, September 23, 1721. No. 46.
OF the falfe Guifeswhich Men put on, and their ill
, Effee. _—

S 7TR,

E N are often capable of doing as much, whe-
ther it be Good or Evil, by the Appearance

of Parts, as by poflefling them ; and become really .
confiderable by being thought fo. Some, by pre-
tending to great Intereft with the Gods, have
gained great Intereft among Men; and plagued
the Earth, to prove themfelves Favourites of Hea-

“ven: Others grow great at Court, by being thought

great ina Party ; and grow at the fame time great
in a Party, by being thought great at Court ¢
T;wlilce Liars, they meet with the double Wages
of Lying, .

' Thusgis the World deceived ; a Thing fo eafily
done, that rarely any Man fets about it but he fuc-
ceeds in it, let his Parts be ever fo fcanty or ftarv-
ed. Murderers have paffed for Saints, Buffoons
for Wits, and folemn Dunces for wife Men. -

I have been often provoked to fee a whole Afx
fembly, fometimes neither contemptible for Num-~
ber, nor Figure, nor Senfe, give themfelves up to
the Guidance and Management of a filly ignorant -

Fellow;important only inGrimace and Aflurance :
Nay, Parties, potent Parties, generally throw
themfelves into the Hands and Dire¢tion of Men,
who, though they chop them and fell them, yet
want every Talent for this Sert of Negotiation,
put what they poflefs in the Credulity of thofe t}E{

tr
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truft them. This is the beft Qualification, and
it is fufficient. Thefe are the Sidrophels, the cun-
ning Men in Parties, as ignorant as thofe in
Mborfields 5 they only know more than thofe whom
they deceive, by pretending to more.

* The AffeQation of Wifdom is a prevailing Folly
in the World ; Men fall naturally into the Pradtice
of it; and it would be pardonable, as it is common,
if it went no further than the aiming at a little
Notice and Reverence, which every body may be
innocently fond of. But when Men feek Credit
this Way, in order to betray, and make ufe of
- their Grimace as a Trap to deceivc; when they
turn their Admirers into Followers, and their Fol-
lowers into Money ; then appearing Wifdom be-
comes real Villainy, and thefe Pretenders grow
-dangerous Impoftors.

And this is what Men frequently get by trufting
more to the Undcrftanding of others than to their
own, though often the better of the two ; and
therefore we find, in many Inflances, that Fools
-miflead and govern Men of Senfe. In Things
where Men know nothing, they are apt to think
that others know more than they; and fo blindly
truft to bold Pretenfions: And here is the great
Caufe and firft Rife of Sharpers and Bubbles of
all Denominations, from Demagogues and their
Followers, down to Mountebanks and their
Mobs. '

I think that there is not a more foplith Figure
in the World than a Man affeftedly wife : But it
is not every body that fecs it ; and fuch‘a one s
often the Admiration of one Sort of People, and
the Jeft of another, at the fame Time. Where .
we fee much of the Qutlide of Wifdom, it is a
S ) fhrewd
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farewd Sign that there is but little within ; becaufe
they who have the leaft often make the greateft

Shew : As the greateft Hypocrites are the loudeft

Prayers. v

he Infide of fuch a Man is not worth know-
ing ; and every Man muft have obferved his Out-
fide: His Words fall from him with an uncom-

mon Weight and Solemnity ; his Gait is flately -

and flow, and his Garb has a Turn in it of Pru-
dence and Gravity, of which he that made it is
the Author, and by that Means becomes a confi-
derable Inftrument and Artificer of Wifdom.
- This will be better illuftrated in the Charater
of Lord Plaufible, who having long fet up for a
wifé Man, and taking Eloquence to be the moft
effeGual Sign of Wifdom, is an Orator and a wife
Man in every Circumftance of his Life, and to
every body ; he is eloquent to his Footman, to his
Children, and at his Table. Lord Planfible never.
converfes ; no, talking carelefly .as other People
do, would not be wife enough ; he therefore does
not converfe inCompany, but makes Speeches ; he
meditates Speeches in his Clofet, and pronounces
thcm where he vifits.  Even while he drinks Tea,
or plays at Cards, his Language is lofty and found-;
ing; and in his Gait you fee the fame Sublime as
in his Words. Add to all this, an unrelenting,
Gravity in his Looks, only now and then foftened
by a ftudied Smile. He never layghs without,
checking his Mufcles: Mirth would be a Blot
upon his Wifdom; the good Man only creates
Mirth in others. : e
Thus he grows important, without fuffering in
his Chara&er for his natural Shallownefs and ac-
quired Folly, unfeen by the Bulk of his Party,
. . ’ ' WhO,

’
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who, being for Underftanding and Breeding pretty
much in the lower Clafs, think him an Oracle,
and believe him deep in the Counfels and Reve-
rence of Great Men, who ufe him civilly- and
laugh at him. T

- As a Man can hardly be feverely juft and con-
flant to the Ways which he approves, without
fome Degree of Aufterenefs, or what the World
«calls fo ; it 18 no Wonder if this Chara&ter, always
¢fteemed and often beloved, becomes mimicked
by thofe who have no Pretence to it. But I am
at a Lofs whether it be more provoking or merry,
to fee Creatures fetting up for a Severity of Beha-
viour, without one Grain of Juftice and Honour
about them ; pretending to Wifdom, with great
Conceit and Stupidity ; complaifant in every Step
and Degree of Corruption, yet preferving a Stift-
nefs in their Behaviour, as if they were fo many
rigid Stoicks.

Quid? Si vultu torvo & pede nuds
Exigueque toge fimulet textore Catonem s
Virtutemque reprafentet morefque Catonis.

- There are Mimicks of Wifdom and Virtue in
all Ages, as well as in that of Horace.

A Man may be a Lord, or a Minifter, or a
confiderable Man, without declaring War againft
Gaiety and Eafinefs. But grave Fellows, who
become grave to gain Importance, are by all Men
of Senfe difappointed. A wife Man may be a
merry Fellow; and a very filly Fellow mav be a
very grave Man. The wifeft Men of my Ac-
quaintance are the merrieft Men that I know ;
‘nor could I ever find what Wifdom had to do
with an unpleafing and rebuking Stasclinefs, thag

: contra-
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weontradi@s it.. Mirth, and what thefe folemn
Drdnes call Folly, is a Piece of Wifdom which
they want Senfe to know and praltife. Befides,
there is a wife Way of playing the Fool, which
-wife Men know how to pralife, without lofing
their Charalter. But your grave Fellows are per-
haps afraid of playing the Fool, becaufe they
would do it too naturally ; yet even that would be
‘better than being thus ridiculoufly wife againft Na-
dure. :

Some Mens natural Heavinefs paffes for Wif-
dom, and they are admired for being Blockheads.
Sometimes forced Gravity does the fame Thing.
Nor is it any thing new to place Wildom in Gri-
mace ; many of the old Philofophers did the fame,
and made their long Beasds, in particular, an emi~
aent Type of it.

sy~ Fuffit [apientem pafcere barbam.

Doubtlefs, like others who have lived fince, they
-often pofleffed the Sign only. The Schoolmen
were reckoned deep and wife Men, for talking
unintelligibly, and their Wifdom was Jargon and
Obfcurity. .
- They that are really wife, need not take much
Pains to be thought fo ; and they that do, are not
zeally wife. We cannot live always upon the
Stretch, either of Silence, or of Eloquence, or of
Gaiety : and whoever endeavours it, fhews his
Folly while he. feeks Renown. .

A Man of great Quality and Age, and of great
Reputation.for Wifdom, being once furprized by
a foreign Minifter, while he was at play with his
little Children, was fo far from confeffing any
Shame for being thus caught indulging the Fancy

and
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and Fondnefs of a Father, that he told the Am-
baflador, who feemed to have found what he did
not expet: *¢ Sir, be in no Pain for me; he
¢¢ who is accounted a wife Man in the Morning,
¢¢ will never be reckoned a Fool at Night.”” This
is, no doubt, true of a Man truly wife. But it
is as true, that many Men have pafled for wife
Men in the Morning, who have been found Fools
before Noon.

Men, affe&edly wife, need only be examined
to be defpifed ; and we find by Experience, that
ftarched Gravity creates more Jeft and Laughter.
amongft Men of Senfe, who are generally frank
and pleafant Men, than the moft remarkable Le.
vity and Giddinefs can do. The Reverence there-
fore paid to fuch Men, if it be real, is conftantly
the Effe& of Ignorance : We admire them at a
Diftance ; but when we fee them a little nearer,
we begin to admire at our own Admiration.

But fuch Examination is never like to be very
popular, and confequently fuch Difcoveries are not
Jike to be very formidable ; the Multitude will ne-
ver make them ; there will always be a great deal
in refolving to be great and wife, and great Succefs
will be ever attending it : Si populusvulf decipi, de-
cipiatur, is at all Times a fafe Way of Reafoning.
And hence Drones and Coxcombs. will, by a falfe
Sh:w of Wifdom, be always bidding fair for the
Reputation of Wifdom, and often for itsRewards.
ThCi; is more eafily fhewn, than mended.

I am, &c.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, Ofober 7, 1721. No. 47.
Of the Frailty and Uncertainty of buman Fudgment.”
. S IR,

HUman Judgment is the beft and fureft Guide

that we have to follow, in Affairs that are
human ; and even in Spirituals, where the, imme-
diate Word of God interpofes not. But it is fo
liable to be corrupted and weighed down by the
Biaffes that Paffion, Delufion, and Intereft hang
upon it, that we ought never to truft, without
Caution and Examination, either to our own or
that of others.

Men are hardly ever brought tothink themfelves
deceived in contending for Points of Intereit or
Pleafure. But as it is rare that one Man’s Purfuits
do not crofs and interfere with the Purfuits of
others, and as every Man contends for the Rea-
fonablenefs of his own ; though it muft be in the
Nature of Things, that they may be both in the

Wrong, and only one can be in the Right : Hence -

it proceeds that Men, who are fo naturally alike,
become morally fo unlike, that fometimes there is
more Refemblance between a Man and a Wolf,
than between one Man and another ; and thatone.
and the fame Man is not one and the fame Man
in two different Stations.

The Difference therefore between one Man’s
Judgment and another’s, arifes not fo much from
the natural Difference between them ; though that
too, the S:ruure of their (Brgans being difterent,
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'may beget different Sentiments; as from the Dif-
ference of their Education, their Situation and
Views, and other external Caufes.

Men, who in private Life were juft, modeft,
and good, have been obferved, upon their Eleva-
tion into high Places, to have left all their virtu-
ous and beneficent Qualities behind them, and to
have aCted afterwards upon a new Spirit, of Arro-
gance, Injuftice, and Oppreflion. And yet, per-
haps, their latter A&tions had as much the Sanc-
tion of their own Judgment as their firft.

England could not boaft of a greater Patriot than
the great Earl of Strafford, while he was yet a
private Commoner. No Man expofed better, or
more zealoufly, the Encroachments and Oppref-
fions pra&ifed by the Court upon the Kingdom, or
contended more loudly for a Redrefs of Grievan-
ces: But he was no fooner got into the Court, but
he began openly to counter-a&t the wholeCourfe of
his paft Life : He devifed new Ways of Terror
and Oppreflion, heightened all thofe Grievances of
which he had complained; and, as the excellent
Lord Falkland faid of him in the Houfe of Com-
mons, The Oppreflions which he committed were
o various, fomany, and fo mighty, as were never
committed by any Governor in any Government {iﬂm
Verres left Sicily.  But though the two great Parts
of his Life, were thus prodigioufly inconfiftent, I
do not rcmember that he ever condemned the
‘Worft, though he fuffered for it, or recanted the
Beft. It is probable, that his Judgment in beth.
Cafes approved his Conduét. :

Nor is the Judgment of Men varied by great
and confiderable Caufes only ; to the Difgrace of
our Reafon we muft own, that little ones do it as-

: ‘ effeltu-
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effeGually. A wife Man ruffled by an Accident,
or heated by Liquor, fhall talk and a& like a Mad-
man or a Fool ; asa Madman, with alittle Sooth-
ing and Management, fhall talk like a wife Man:
And there are Inftances of very able Men, who,
having done great Service to their Prince and -
Country,- have undone it all from Motives that
are fhameful to mention.—— Perhaps they miffed
3 Smile from him, when they expetted one; or
met with a fatyrical Jeft, when they expe&ted
none : and thus, piqued by a little real Mirth or
fanfied Negle&, they have run into all the Excef-
fes of Difloyalty and Rebellion, and either ruined
their Country, or themfelves and their Families
in attempting it. Others, mifled by a gracious
Nod, or a Squeeze by the Hand, or a few fair
Promifes no better than either, have, by running
all the contrary Lengths of Complaifance and
Subferviency, done as much Mifchief to' their
Country, without intending it any, and perhaps
thinking that they did it none. There are Ex-
amples of the fame Men pradtifing both thefe Ex-
tromes. : ,
So mechanical a Thing is human Judgment!

So eafily is the human Machine difconcerted and
put out of its Tone ! And the Mind fubfifting in
it, and adting by it, is calm or ruffled as its Ve-
hicle is fo. But though the various Accidents and
Diforders happening to the Body, are the certain
Caufes of Diforders and irregular Operations in
the Mind ; yet Caufes that are internal affett it
ftill more ; I mean the Stimulations of Ambition,
Revenge, Luft, and Avarice. Thefe are the gieat
Caufes of the feveral irregular and vicious Purfuits
of Men. oo ,

: E2 Neiiher
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. Neither is it to be expected, that Men difagree-
ing in Intereft, will ever agree in Judgment.
“Wrong, with Advantages attending it, will be
turned into Right, Falfhood into Truth ; and, as
often as Reafon is againft a Man, a Man will be
ugainft Reafon : And both Truth and Right, when
they thwart the Interefts and Paffions of Men,
~will be ufed like Enemies, and called Names. :

It is remarkable that Men, when they differ in
any Thing confiderable, or which they think con-
fiderable, will be apt to differ in almoft every
thing elfe. Their Differences beget Contradic-
tion, Contradiction begets Heat, Heat quickly rifes
into Refentment, Rage, and lll-will. Thus they
differ in AffeQtions, as they differ in Judgment;
and the Contention, which beganin Pride, ends in
Anger. :

’%he acquiefcing fincerely in the Judgment of
another, without the Concurrence of our own,
and without any Advantage, real or fanfied, mov-
ing us to fuch Acquiefcence, is a Compliment
which I do not know that one Man ever paid to
another: An unanfwerable Argument, why no
‘Man thould be provoked at thofe whom he can-
not convince; fince they, having Reafons, or
thinking that they have Reafons, on the contrary
Side, as ftrong as his, or ftronger, have as much
Caufc to be provoked with him for not acquiefcing
in theirs.  Yet there are but few Debates of Con-
fequence in this World, where the Arguments are
not feconded by Wrath, and often fupplied. by it.

. But this is not the Way of dealing with Men ;
nor is there any other Way of perfuading thcm
into. your Judgment, but by fhewing it their
Intereft, Their Minds are fo corrupted by their

' Appetites,




CATO’s LETTERS: ror

Appetites, that, generally fpeaking, their Judg--
ment is nothing but their Intereft in Theory ; and:
their Intereft is their Judgment reduced into Prac-
tice. This will account for the contradi&ory
Parts which Men play, and the contrary Parties
that they occafionally choofe. This ferves thenr
with Reafons for the unreafonable Things that
they do, turns Roguery into- Honefty,. Madnefs
into Merit. :

In - Truth, whenever Men' leave their own
Judgment for the Judgment of others, as they
fometimes do, they either do it for Gain, or
Glory, or Pleafure, or for the avoiding of Shame,
or fome fuch Caufe; all which Motives are Inte=
reft, as is every Thing elie that they do for their .
own Sakes. Thus Honefty is often only the Feat
of Infamy,.and Honour the Apgetite of Applaufe: .
Thus Men rufh into Danger and Death, to gra-
tify Love or Anger, or to acquire Fame: And
thus they are faithful to their Word and Engage-
ment, to avoid the Reproach of Treachery.

Men are fo apt to link their Approbaticn to
their Profit and Pleafure, that their Intereft,
though ever fo vile, abfurd, and unjuftifiable, be-
comes really their Judgment. I do not think that
human Art and Imagination could have invented.
Tenets more falfe and abominable, more chime--
rical or mifchicvous, than are thofe of the Infal-
libilityof the Pope, and the Irrofiftiblenefs of Tyrants
that is, that one Man, living in the hourly Prac-
tice of Error, or Vice, or Felly, and often of
them all, fha'ljudge for the whole Earth, and do
what God has not dcne; that is, fathioti the -
Mindsof all the human Race like his own, and niake
th.m his Sicrifices, where he cannot make them
: E 3 his
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his Slaves: And that another Man fhall have a di-
vine Right to reprefent God and govern Man, by
acting againft God and deftroying Man.

Thefe are fuch monftrous Abfurdities, fuch
terrible, ridiculous, and inhuman Inventions, as
could arife from nothing but Pride and Avarice on
one Side, and Fear and Flattery on the other ;
-and could be defended by nothing but the moft
brutith Force, or the moft abandoned Impudence.
Yet we have feen thefe monftrous Abfurdities
defended, and God Almighty declared their De-
fender ; even Him, who is the God of Mercy
and T'ruth, made, blafphemoufly, the Author of
Cruelty and Lies.

In this Light do thefe Thins appear to one
who confiders them without embarking in them,
and receiving any Advantage from them. But
thofe who gain or fubfift by them, fee them in 2
difterent Light : I doubt not but their Judgment,
as they call it, does atually blend with their In-
tereft, or for the moft part does ; and therefore
they are really in earneft in maintaining it. Folly,
Yalthood, and Villainy, are no longer called by
their own Names, nor thought to deferve them,
by thofe that reap .Advantages from them. Even
thofe, who have pradtifed the greateft of all Evils,
even that of deftroying Ged’s People, have thought
that in daing it they did God good Service.  Our
blefled Saviour foretcld ity and his Werds have
been fulfilling ever fince, and perhaps wiil be till
‘he return,

Cliver Cromwell fought God in all his Oppref-
fions 3 and though I am fure that he was anUfurper,
Iam not fure that he was a Hypocrite, at leaft all
along 5 though it is moft probable that he was one

at
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at firt. But he had fo long perfonated a Saint,
that he feems at laft to have thought himfelf one ;
and when he faw his latter End approaching, he
was fo far from fthewing any Compun&ion for the
Part which he had atted, that he, on the con-
trary, boafted that he had been the Caufe f much
Good to this Nation; and added fuch Ejacula-
tions and Prayers, as thewed that he poffeflid his
Mind in Peace, and was not without Confidence
in God. ,

The Emperor of Marocco, than whom a more
inhuman Butcher never lived, makes God the
Author of all his Barbarities ; and when he mur--
ders a Slave (as he does every Day fome) out of
Woantonnefs or Wrath, he lifts wp his Eyes and
fays, *Tis God that does it 1 No Man walks more of
God and Religion, and he certainly thinks himfelf
a moft religious Man. -

Let all this ferve to thew, how little Mens
Judgment is to be trufted when Intereft fo lows it,
and is probably both the Caufe and the Effet.
Let it abate our Confidence in particular Men,
who may make our Truft in them' the Means of
their mifleading us: Let us learn to believe no
Man the more, for that he believes himfelf ; fince
Men are as obftinate in Error, efpecially in gain-
ful Error, as they are in Truth; and more fo,
where Truth is not gainful: And laftly, let us
fwallow no Man’s Judgments, without judging of
it and him ; and yield up our Reafon to no Man’s
Autharity, nor our Intereft to any Man’s Direc-
ticn, any farther than Prudence or Necefiity obli-
ges us. Let us remember what the World has ever
got by implicit Faith of any Kind whatfoever.

G I am, &c.

E4 SaTur-
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SATURDAY, Offober 14, 1721. No. 48.

The general unbappy State of the World, from the
Bafenefs and Iniquity of its Governors in moft

Countries.

_S IR,

W HILE Thave been readingHiftory, or con-
fidering the State of human Affairs, how
wofully they are negleéted, how foolifhly managed,
or how wickedly difconcerted and confounded, in
the moft and beft Countries : When I have re-
membered how large, every where, is the Source
of Mifchief, how eafily it is fet a running, and
how plentifully it flows ; how it is daily breaking
into new Channels,, and yet none of the old ones
are ever fuffered to wax dry: I have been apt to
wonder, that the general Condition of Mankind,
though already vaftly unhappy, is not ftill worfe.

Pope &neas Sylvius muft have had fuch Reflec~
ticns as thefe, when he faid, that this ¥ orld did, in
a great Meafure, govern itfelf. He had many Ex-
amples before his Eyes, how eafy it was to govern
wretchedly, and yet continue to govern. The
Pupacy itfelf might particularly have furnifhed him
with many Examples. It is a Fairy Dominion,
founded upon Non-Entities, Inventions, and Abo-
minations ; fupported by Lies and Terrors; exer-
cifed with Cruelty, Craft, and Rapine ; and pro-
ducing Meannefs, Delufion, and Poverty, where-
ever it prevails.

‘ W hat

-
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‘W hat could appear more ftrange, incredible, and
fhameful, than to fee a mean Monk, refiding in a
Corner of the World, and ruling and plundering
it all 5 living in Crimes, Pride and Folly, and
controuling Chriffendom by the Sounds of Humility,
Holinefs, and Infallibility ; fubfifting upon the Spoils
and Induftry of Nations, and engaging Nations in-
a blind Confpiracy againft themfelves, for the De-
fence of their Oppreffor ; pronouncing the Peace:
of God to Mankind, and animating Mankind to.
continual Quarrels and Slaughters ;- declaring him-
felf the Vicar of Chrift, and making unrelentin
War againft the Followers of Chrift 5 and, finally,
the Father of Chriflendom, and the Deftroyer of
Chriftians. ' . '
" All this Villainy and Impudence was obvious to-
eommon Senfe, and felt by long Experience. But
how little do Men fee, when they are taught to-
be afraid of their Eye-fight ! Even the Reforma-

. tion, one of the greateft Bleffings that ever befef

Eurepes has but partially removed this mighty and’
eniormous Ufurpation.. The Root of the’Evil fHll*
remains: and Men are not yet weary of fighting -
about Words, Subtilties, Chimeras, and about the
Shape of their Thoughts and Imagination'; a
Thing as much out of their own Power, as the
Shape of their Limbs," or the Motion of the-
Winds: The Iffue and - Defigh" of all which is,’,
that their Leaders i:‘Strife reap the Fruits 'of ‘it,,
and gather the Spoils, the whole’Spoils of ‘thofe:
Battles, in which Craft only blows the Trumpet, .
while Ignorance weilds the Sword, and runs all*
the Danger. o
If in this, as in other Wars, none would fight* -
but thofe that are paid, or find their. Account in’:
o Es fighting,,
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fighting, the Combatants would foon be reduced to
afew ; and they too would quickly leave a Field
where there was no Booty.

" Will the World never learn, that one Man’s
Corn grows not the worfe, becaufe another Man
ufes different Words in his Devotion? That Pride
and Anger, Wealth and Power, are of no Reli-
gion? And that Religion is infeparable from Cha-
rity and Peace ?

. Tam told, that the famous Combuftion raifed
fome Yearsago at Hamburgh, by one Krumbultz,
a Divine, and in which that free City had like to -
have perifhed, was occafioned by this momentous
Queftion, namely, Whether in the Lord’s Prayer
we fhould fay, Our Father, or, Father our.
A hopeful Pointof Debate, to be the Caufe of
Civil Diffention, and a true Specimen of the Im-
portance and Confequences of Ecclefiaftical Dif-
putes, and of the Spirit of thofe that manage
them ! -

It is a fhameful Satire upon the Wickednefs of
fome, and the Weaknefs of others, thus to en-
danger the Peace of Society and their own, for
the Sake of a Sound ; to be thus eager for Trifles;
thus. to concern Heaven and Earth in behalf of
Conceits, which of themfelves concern neither:
but, as they are generally managed, do both pro-
voke God, and hurt Men.  But fo it will ever be,
as long as Men, in Pofleffion of Reverence, find
their énds and Gratifications in fetching knotty
Diftin&ions out of the plain Word - of God, and
making them of equal Importance with it.

" Thus unhappy has the greateft Part of the World
been, and is, in its Ghoftly Government; two

- Words which are a Contradition to each other ;'
' fince
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. fince the Mind and Underftandlng, in which alone

all Religion that is rational doth refide, can never
be altered or controuled by any other Means than
that of Counfel, Reafoning, and Exhortation ;

“which Method is utterly inconfiftent with Force
-and pofitive Authority, as the fame are implied in

the Idea of Government.
Nor can1 fay, that Mankind have been more
happy in their Civil Lot, and in the Adminiftra-

-tion of their Temporal Affairs ; which are almoft

every where in a wretched Situation, and - they
themfelves under the Iron Hand of the Oppreffor.
The whole terraqueous Globe cannot fhew Five

free Kingdoms ; nor perhaps half fo many Kings,

who make the Eafe and Profperity of their People

‘their Care.

In enflaved Countries (that is, in all Countries,
“except our own, and a very few more) the Good
of the Governed is fo far from entering into the
Hearts and Counfels of the Governors, that it is
oppofite to the Genius of their Politicks, either to
do them Good, or to fuffer them to acquire it for .
themfelves. Their Happinefs and Security, which
are the very Ends of Magiftracy, would be ter-
rible to their Magiftrates ; who, being the publick
Enemies (of their Country, are forced, for their -
own Safety, to leave theirPeople none.

How vile is that Government, and thofe Go-
vernors, whofe only Strength lies in Whips and
Chains ; a fort of Inftrument of Servitude, which
it would much better become the Bafenefs of thefe
Mens Natures to wear themfelves, than to infiét
upon others ! A Prince of Slaves is a Slave; he
is only the biggeft and the worft ; juftas the Chief
of the Banditti is.one of them. Such a Prince.is

. but
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but a National Executioner, and for a Scepter he
carries a bloedy Khnife,

Such, for the moft part, by far the moft part,
are the Governors of the World: They derive

- their whole Greatnefs, Plenty, Splendor, and Se-
-curity, from tbe Mifery, Poverty, Peril, and De-
ftruction of the Governed. Whoever makes juft,
equal,:and impattial Laws, does, by doing fo, but
declare to the People, Be wicked at your Peri/ : But
he who rules them by Terrors and Stapding Ar-
mies, does, in Effect, tell them in a terrible Tone,
Be bappy if you dare. )

- Who, that has human Compaffion, can help
feeling the Sorrows of his wretched Race, and be-
hold,. unconcerned, the forlorn and abje&t State of
Mankind? Monks deceiving, alarming, and
fpunging them their’ Governors taxing, mul&-
ing, and -fqueezing them ! Soldiers harrafling, op-
prefling, and butchering them! And, in thort,
all the bitter Evils and crying Mifcries in human
Power to infli, deliberately and daily infliCted
upon them ! Nor do Things mend ; qn the con-
trary, the Mifchiefs and Misfortunes of the World
grow hourly greater, and its Inhabitants thinner.

All thefe black Confiderations would lead a
Man, who had no other Spirit or Guide but that
of Nature, to think that Providence, tempted by
the Sins of Men, had long ago renounced them,
or figned a Decree of ‘Vengeance againft them;
which has ever fince been dreadfully executed, and
continues to be.

If one was to confider Mankind in Theory
only, his own Species would make no fmall Fi-
gure in his Imagination; he would fee them
formed by a divine Hand, and according to a di-

. 2 vine
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vine Model ; poffefled. of all the Advantages of
Strength and Contrivance, guided by Reafon,
made wife by Obfervation, and cautious by their
own Forefight and the Experience of others; di-

‘reCted by Laws and human Conftitutions ; ren-

dered difcerning by the frequent Trials of Good:

-and Evil, and many of them enlightened by divine

Revelation ; He would fee them Lords of the Cre-
ation, Arbiters of their own Condition and Feli-
city, invefted with the Ufe and Property of Sea.
and Land, -and with Dominion over every other
Creature. , . .
Thus Mankind appear in Speculation, power~

ful, wife, juft, equal, and happy. But viewed in.

another Light, they .make another Appearance.
They ufe onhe another worfe than they do the
Beafts of the Field ; and, by the wretched and
monftrous (Economy and Government, almoft
every where found .amor;?ﬂ: them, they would
{eem not to have more Underftanding, as they
have certainly lefs Happinefs. The Beafts no
'where appeint or fuffer one of their own Herd to
monopolize the whole Soil, to engrofs every Ad-
vantage to himfelf, to deprive them of all, to kill
and deftroy, to difperfe and to ftarve them at his
Pleafure. - Every one of them equally enjoys the
Shelter and Pafture, the Air and the Water, which
Nature makes common to them all. - - .
But Men, their Mafters, cannot boaft fuch Se~
curity and Juftice: they generally live at the mere
Mercy of One, one of themfelves, whofe Views
fuffer him to have no Mercy. He is often a Mad-
man, often an Idiot, often a Deftroyer ; and the
whole Art of his Government confifting in op-
' - preling
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" prefling and terrifying, no other Talent is requt-
red but a mercilefs Spirit and brutal Force.
Such is an Arbitrary Prince, and the Defcen-
dants of Adam know few others. Sometimes a
Creature is feen to ftart into Imperial Power,
whom the World never knew before, or knew
only for his Infamy : Taken out of the Stews or
out of a Dungeon, into a Throne; and without
knowing how to rule himfelf, he rules an Empire ;
living a Reclufe, and feen by nobody, he governs
all but the Women or Parafites, who govern
him ; Millions of Men, and their Properties, are
-at the tole Difcretion of one who hasnone ; anda
Creature void of Humanity difpofes wantonly of 2
great Part of human Kind.
This is the: difmal State of all 4fia and of all
Africa, except a few free Towns. The Spirit of

their Monarchs, which is generally alike, may be

feen in' a Story (among many others) which Knox
tells us. of the King of €eilon, who, being in Dan-
ger of drowning, was faved by the officious Affec-
tion or Ambition of one of his Slaves, who leaped
into the Water, and ventured his own Life to pre-
ferve his Mafter’s. This, one would think, was
the greateft and moft heroick Kindnefs that one
Man could do another. But mark how the Mo-
narch requites it! why, the firft Thing he did
" after he came to himfelf, was to order the Belly
of his Preferver to be ripped up, for daring to touch
the Perfon of his,facred Majefty.

Nature has prepared many Advantages and Plea-
fures for the Ufe of Mankind, given them Tafte-
to enjoy them, and Sagacity to improve them::
But their Governors, almoft univerfally, fruﬁ'ml:‘e

' . the.




o PR B8 . el

=

Anahb sl

111 CATO’s LETTERS.

the kind Purpofes of Nature, render her Bene~
ficence abortive, and marr all human Happinefs,
They have fuccefsfully ftudied the Arts of Mifery,

" and propagated the Praclice.

It is a melancholy Refle&tion, that when hu-
man Affairs are put into a bad Way, where they
do not fpeedily recover, they never recover, or
rarely ever. One great Reafon is, that Power is
always on the worft Side, either promoting Mif-
chief, or preventing .its Removal ; and the Cham-
pions of Difhonefty and Oppreffion are more artful
and better paid than the Patrons of Juftice and In-
nocence.

It has hitherto been the good Fortune of Eng-
land (and I hope always will be) when Attempts
have been made upon its Liberty, to recover it
before it was gone, at leaft before the Senfe of it
was gone. And therefore it ftill fubfifts in fpite of
all the powerful, popular, and fan&ified Attacks
that have been made, and frequently made, upon
it. Let us make much of it ; while it remains, it
will make us Amends for all the Lofles and Mif-~
carriages which we have fallen under, or may fall
under, and will enable us to get the better of them,
It is the Root of our Felicity, and all our Civil
Advantages grow from it. By it we exceed al-
moft all other Nations, many more Degrees than
fome of them exceed us in Sun and Soil: We are
Men, and they are Slaves. Only Government
founded upon Liberty, is a publick Bleffing ; with-
out Liberty, it is a publick Curfe, and a publick
Warrant for Depredation and Slaughter.

Let us therefore remember the mighty Diffe-
rence between ourfelves and other Nationt, and the

~ glorious Caufe of it, and always dearly cherifh it.

We
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We are not the Prey of Monks, or Janizaries, or .
Dragoons, nor the blind Slaves of unaccountable
Will'and Pleafure. Our Lives and Properties aré
fecured by the beft Bulwark in the World, that of
Laws made by ourfelves, and executed by our
Magiftrates, who are likewife made by us; and
when they are difhoneftly executed, or wilfully
negle&ed, our Conftitution affords a Remedy, a
tried and a practicable Remedy. And as no Na-
tion ever loft its Liberty but by the Force of Fo-
reign Invaders, or the domeftick Treachery of its
own Magiftrates; we have the Sea and a great
Navy for our Defenders againft the former; and.
Exorbitancies of the other are ‘prevented or re--
ftrained by an excellent Counterpoife, in the Frame
of our Legiflature.

That we may be for ever able to boaft of all-
thefe Bleflings, thefe glorious and uncommon Blef-
fings, is the cordial Wifh and paffionate Prayer of

G

Your's, &c.

SATURDVAY, Oéaber 21, 1721. No. 49..
Of the Power of Prejudice.

8§ IR, v
EN boaft of their Reafon, and might juftly,
if they ufed it freely, and applied it properly ;.
but confidering that generally in their moral Con-
duét they are guided by fuch Reafons as are a
Shame and a Contradiétion to Reafon, it feems to’
be thrown away upon them : Indeed fo little, or

fo wrong, is the Ufe which they make of it, that:
it
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it would be really for their Reputation if they had
none. :
- But though the Many fcarce ufe it all, and
none fo much as they ought; yet every Man
thinks he does, and never wants fomething which
he calls Reafon, for the Juftification of his Folly
or Wickednefs. Prejudice or Paffion fteps intoits
Room, takes its Name ; and, under the Appear-
ance of Reafon, does Things which Reafon ab-
hors. And thus Reafon, as well as Religion, is
forced to furnith its Enemies with Arms againft
itfelf ; and the Abufe of it is worfe and more dan~
gerous than the abfolute Want of it ; as an Idiot
is lefs terrible and lefs odious than a Knave, and
as aharmlefs Pagan is a much more amiable Cha-~
raéter than an outrageous perfecuting Bigot. So
that ds no Religion at all is better than a mifchie--
vious Religion ; that is to fay, any Religion that
prompts Men to hurt one another; fo the Abfence
or InaQivity -of .the Faculties is better than the
Quicknefs of Faculties wickedly applied. ,
Of all the many falfe Lights that miflead Men
from their Reafon, Prejudice is one of the foremofk
and moft fuccefsful ; and though no two Things
upon Earth are.more oppofite in their Natures, or.
more deftrudtive of each other, than Reafon and
Prejudice are ; yet they are often made to pafs for.
each other: And as fome Men will give you very
good Reafons for their being in the wrong them-
felves, there are thofe too, who will give you as
good, why others thould not be in the right ;
that is, the Prejudices of fome would be thought
Wifdom, ,and the Wifdom of others is- mifcalled
Prijudice.  The worft Things that Men do, .
cailed bya good Name, pafs for the beft ; and bthi
C
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beft, blackened by an ill Name, pafs for the worft,
Such is the Force of Prejudice in the World, and
fo fuccefsfully does this Foe to Reafon ape Rea-
fon ! '

Prejudice is an obftinate and unreafonable At~
tachment to an Opinion, fupported only by a
. Wilfulnefs to maintain it, whether regarding Men
or Things: It links the good with the bad, the
bad with the good, and hates or loves by the
Lump. Thus if a Man ‘be called a Saint, his
worft A&ions are fainted with him; his very Ig-
norance and Cruelty, and even his Dirtinez and
his Dreams, are made facred and meritorious ; as
may be feen at large in the Romifb Legends, where
the principal Qualification for Saintthip feems to
have confifted in ftark raving Madnefs, and in an
implacable and bloody Futy towards all Senfe and
Sobriety. And thus, even with us, if a Man
pafles for a good Man, his bad Deeds are often
thought good ones, by thofe that think him fo,

and only becaufe they think him fo.
- On the other Side, if a Man be called an Athesf?,
the Odium of that Name, where it is believed
true, is made a Blot upon his beft Acions and
greateftVirtues, and to defeat them as well as foik
them.. That there are fuch Men as Atbeiffs, can
only be imagined by thofe, who, doubting of a
Deity themfelves, may naturally emough fuppofe
that there are others who quie difbelieve One :
For my own particular, I cannot think that there
are any fuch Men ; but if there were, I cannot
think that Truth and Sobriety in an Athe:/? are
worfe than in another Man., That Black is not
White, -and that Two and Two make Four, is
as truc out of the Mouth of an Atheif?, as out of
' the
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the Mouth of an Apoftle: A Penny given by an
Atheift to a Beggar, is better Alms than a Half-
penny given by a Believer; and the good Senfe of
an Atheif? is preferable to the Miftakes of a good
Chriftian : In fhort, whatever reputed Atheifts do
well, or fpeak truly, is more to be imitated and
“credited, than what the greateft Believers do wick-
edly, or fay falfly ; and even in the Bufinefs of
bearing Teftimony, or making a Report, in which
Cafes the Credit and Reputation of the Witnefs
gives fome Weight, or none, to what he fays,
more Regard is to be had to the Word of an Un-
believer who has no Intereft on either Side, than
than to the Word of a Believer who has.

So that as no Man is to be believed an Atheift,
unlefs he be evidently proved one; which, where
he himfelf denies it, can be done by God only :
So neither are the good or bad A&tions of an Atheiff
worfe, with refpe&@ to the World at leaft, for his
being one ; though the Sin of a Saint is more fin-
ful than thatof a Pagan. As it is therefore the
blackeft and moft barbarous Villainy to charge any
Man with Atheifm, who is no Atheiff; it is the
greatcft Folly to think that any Man’s Crimes are
the lefs for the Name of him that commits thcm
or that Truth is lefs or more Truth, for the ill or
good Name of him that fpeaks it.

Prejudice has long taught Men, contrary to all
Reafon, to think otherwife ; and to confider, not
what was done or faid, but who were the Men
that faid or did it. A happy Expedient, I muft
own, to acquire Dominion, and to exercife it,
and to keep, for that End, Mankind ignorant
and bafe, as thcir Teachers and Governors too ge-
nerally keep them ! And therefore, in moft Parts

of
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- of the World, Truth is a capital Crime ; and the
Pope and Mabomet, the Alcoranand the Mafs- Book,
and the like Sounds, with a competent Affiftance
of Fire and Sword, are fufficient to convince and.
govern all true Catholicks and Muffilmen.

But we live in a Land of Liberty ; and have,
I hope, well-nigh wiped off the Scandal of being
led or animated by Noife or Names, as were many
of our Forefathers; whofe Reafon, being in other
Mens keeping, was generally turned upon them,.
and co-operated with other Caufes towards keep-
ing them in Bondage. They were decoyed or
frightened into Folly and Chains ; fome faw not
their Condition, others wanted Courage or Power
to mend it. But with Liberty Light has fprung
in, and we have got rid of the Terror and Delu-
fion occafioned by folemnand ill founding Names ;-
a fort of Bugbears that frighten only in the Dark :
We have learned, that we are as fit to ufe our
own Underftandings,. as they are whofe Under-

ftandings are no better than ours; and that there-
is no Merit in Sounds, nor in thofe A&ions which:

a wicked Man may pradtife as well as a good Man,
without departing from his Chara&er.

True Learning and Prejudices cannot fublfift to--
gether ; and therefore, though in Societies of Pe-
dants, little elfe is to be found but Prejudices, Bit-
ternefs, Ignorance, and Ill-Breeding; I am ama-
zed to hear, that in Sccieties of Gentlemen, form-
ed for the promoting of Knowledge, and Liberty.
of Enquiry, a Province utterly inconfiftent with
the narrow Spirit of Prejudice, there are yet found
Inftances of the greateft. 1 hope, however, that

"itis not true, what I am told, That the Royal’

Society refufed admitting Mr. #hifton and anothcr
ingenious
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ingenious Gentleman as Members, becaufe the one
was an Arian, and the other a Black. Who would
imagine, that natural Complexion, or religious -
Opinions, could any way affe& the- Difcovery of
Foffils and Cocklefhels, or the Improvement of
Muftard and Pickles? But I dare fay, that "this
is only a Story raifed, to bring that learned Body
into Ridicule and Contempt : If it were true, it
‘would juftify the Jeft made upon them by a Gen-
tleman, who, being afked by fome of them, W he-
ther he had a mind to be a Member? told them,
No, Gentlemen, *tis impoffible s you fee I bave a
Mole on my Upper Lip, and I am [ubject to talk in
my Sleep. : ’

- It is fcarce credible, but that wee fee it, how

_“violently, and fhamefully Prejudice flies in the Face

of Reafon, and often gets the better of it, in In+
ftances too where Reafon fecms to be ftrongeft
and moft obvious. I fhall mention a remarkable
one.

Alexander and Czfar are never mentioned but
with Applaufe, or thought of but as amiable Cha-
raflers, and the true Patterns of Princes and He-
roes, though it is certain that there never lived
more wicked Men { they turned the World upfide
down, and ufurpc} its Power ; they paved their
Way to Dominion with dead Bodies, and were
the Oppreflors and Butchers of human Race. Here
is Fa&t, plain undeniable Fac, againft Prejudice
and Opinion- o : ’

Oliver Gromwell, on the contrary, is fcarce ever
mentioned but with Deteftation, or thought of but
as a Monfter ; thoughitis as certain that he never
did the hundredth Part of the Mifchief that was
done by either of the other Two. He had at leaft

. as



118 CATO’s LETTERS.

as good a Right to Great Britain as they had to the
Globe, and ruled it with more Equity and lefs
Blood. He was, doubtlefs, an Ufurper, but a
little one ; and though wicked enough, really an
innocent Man compared to them. l‘gIor was he at
all below them in Parts and Courage. What
therefore is the Caufe of this mighty and unjuft
Difference, where the lefler Wickednefs is moft
magnified, and leaft excufed ; and where the black-
eft Criminals and the higheft Ufurpers are admired
and extolled ?

There is yet one Effe&t of Prejudice more im-
pious than all the reft; I mean, the daring Pre-
fumption of thofe Men who wantonly apply the
Judgments of God to others, and of calling thofe
Things Judgments which are not fo. Probably
nothing ever yet happened to one Man, but has
happened to another, and a different Man: The
Wicked live in as much Profperity, and die with

as few Agonies, as do the Righteous’; who, I think,
are allowed to be here below much the more un-
happy of the Two. 'Who has told us, what God
can only tell, that Misfortunes are Judgments, or
that Deathis one? That Death which is common
to all Men? And as to the different and difaftrous
Manners of Dying; have not Fire and Sword,
Famine and Peftilence, Poifon and Torture, wild
Beafts and Accidents, deftroyed as many good

Men as evil Men ? '

How foolith and infolent are we! When we-

. are angry, unreafonably angry with one another, .
we prefumptuoufly think that God, the good and
all-wife God, is fo too ; by which we profanely
fuggeft, that he is a Being as weak, ridiculous,
and paflionate as ourfelves. Whereas that often
' ’ picafus
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pleafes God, which is hated by Man; and that
which is really a Blefling, is often thought a Curfe ¢
and therefore fome wickedly think the Judgment
of God due to others for Things that entitle them
rather to God’s Favour. So wickedly do Men
differ in thelr Sentiments and Affetions ! o

They who call the Misfortunes of others Judg-
ments upon them, plainly enough own, though
not in Words, that they wifh for Judgments upon
others, or are glad when they happen. What can
we fay of fuch an antichriftian Spiritas this ?

When the Heathens were uppermoft,-they char-

ed the Chriftians with being the Caufe of all the
%vils and Misfortunes that befel the Roman Em-
pire, fuch as Inundations, Plagues, Earthquakes,
and the like ; and one of the Fathers writ a Book,
to prove, that all thofe Things had been from the
Beginning ; and whoever makes the: like Charge
now againft any Man, or Body of Men, may be
filenced, if he has Modefty, Senfe, or Shage, in
bim, by the fame Anfwer.

G I am, &c.

SATUR-
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" SATURDAY, October 28, 1721.  No. s0.

An Idea of the Turkifh Government, taken from Sir
Paul Ricaut.
. S IR,
IR Paul Ricaut’s State of the Ottoman Empire,
is what I have quoted before in thefe Letters :
It is written with Fidelity and Judgment, and
gives us a good Idea of that horrible and deftroying
Government; a Government fierce and inhu-
man, founded in Blood, fupported by Barbarity ;
and a Government that has a declared Enmity
to all that is good and lovely in the Eyes of Man-
kind.

I have therefore tranfcribed the following Paf-
faze from him, to fhew my Countrymen the ab-
ject, the deplorable Condition of that People, and
the brutith and deftruétive Genius of their Go-
vernment, and I do it with a benevolent View,
to make them more and more in love with their
own, and paflionate for its Prefervation.

No Man’s Authority is, or ought to be, of any
Weight for or againft Truth, when every Man
fees it, or may fee it : But fince weak Men, and
they that are worfe, make a Difficulty of credit-
ing the Reafonings and Relations of any Men
about any Thing, unlefs they know and approve
his Opinions in every Thing ; I think it not amifs
to acquaint my Readers, that Sir Paul was a fin-
cere Monarchy-man, and an unqueftionable Friend
to our Civil and Religious Eftablifhment; but hav-
mg long feen the difmal Terrors and Defolations

of
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of abfolute Monarchy, he could not help obferve-
ing the infinite Diftance between that and a li-
mited one ; as may be feen in the following Quo-
tation. . .

For my own particular, I think it contrary to
common Senfe to concern myfelf with the Cha-
ralter of a Writer, in thofe Writings which do
not concern his Charalter : And therefore in Mat-
ters of Reafon or Fa&, Cicero is as much regarded
by me as Dr. T#llotfon 5 and I credit Livy as much
as I do Dr. Prideaux. For this Reafon, in read=-
ing Authors, Chriftian or Heathen, Monarchical
or Republican, I do not confider their Syftem,
but their Senfe ; which I fhall therefore, as often
as I fee neceflary, give in their own Words, where
I cannot mend them : And as often as they fpeak
my Thoughts as well, or better than I could fpeak
‘them myfelf, I fhall not fcruple being beholden to
them. ’ L

.G N Iam, &c.
<« E that is an Eye-witnefs and ftri& Obfer-
ver of the various Changes and Chances
¢¢ in the Greatnefs, Honours, and Riches of the
¢ Turks, hath a lively Emblem before him ofthe

. ¢¢ Unconftancy and Mutability of human Affairs.

(X3
(1%
¢

-Fortune fo ftrangcly fports with this' People,
that a Comedy or a Tragedy on the Stage,
with all its Scenes, is fcarce fooner operied or
¢¢ ended, than the Fate of divers great Men, who
< in the Day-time being exhaled into high Sub-
¢¢ limity by the powerful Rays of the Sultan’s
¢¢ Favour, fall or vanifh in the Night, like a Me-
¢¢ teor. ‘The Reafon hereof, if duly confidered,
¢ may be of great Ufe as Things ftand here;
Vour. 1L, F < ¢ that
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that is, the Power of the Grand Seignior ; forin
this Conttitution, the Benefit of the Emperor
is confulted before the Welfare ot the People.
N L D D D D T
¢¢ And this Courfe does not only evidence the
Power of the Grand Seignior ; but likewife en-
creafes it: For none are advanced in thefe
Times to Office, but pay the Grand Seignior
vaft Sums of Money for it, according to the
Riches and Expetations of Profit from the
Charge. Some pay, as the Bafbaws of Grand
Cairo and Babylon, Three or Four Hundred
Thoufand Dollars upon paffing the Commif-
fion ; .others One, others Two Hundred Thou-
fand ; fome Fifty Thoufand, as their Places are
more or lefs confiderable; and the Money is
moft commonly taken up at Intereft at 40 or
50 per Cent. for the Year, and fometimes at
double, when they are conftrained to become .

-Debtors tothe covetous Eunuchs of the Seraglio.

So that every one, at his firft Entrance into
Office, looks upon himfelf (as indeed he is)
greatly indebted, and obliged, by Juftice or In-
juftice, right or wrong, fpeedily to difburthen
himfclf of the Debts, and improve his own
Principal in the World ; and this Defign muft
not be long in Performance, left the hafty Edi¢t
overtake him before the Work is done, and call
him to an' Account for the Improvement of his
Talent. - :
¢¢ Taking then all Circumftances together, the
covetous Difpofition of a Turk, the Cruelty
and Narrownefs of Soul in thofe Men com-
monly that are born and educated in Want ;
think what Oppreflion, what Rapine and ]_Vio-
¢¢ lence
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lence muft be exercifed, to fatisfy the Appetite
of thefe Men, who come famithed with im-
menfe Defires and ftrange Conlfiderations to
fatisfy | Diu fordidus, repente dives mutationem

" $¢ fortunee male regit, uccenfis ageflate longa cupidi-

nibus immoderatus. "Tacit. So that Jufticein its
common Courfe. is fet to Sale ; and it is very
rare, when any Law-8uit is in Hand, but Bar-
gains are made for the Sentence ; and he hath
moft Right, who hath moft Money to make
him reftus in curia, and advance His Caufe ;
and it is the common Courfe for both Parties at
Difference, before they appear together in Pre-
fence of the Judge, to apply themfelves fingly
to him, and try whofe Donative and Prefent
hath the moft in it of Temptation; and it is
no Wonder if corrupt Men exercife this Kind
of Trafficking with Juftice, for having before
bought the Office, of Confequence they muft
fell the Fruit.

¢¢ Add hereunto a ftrange Kind of Facility in
the Turks, for a Trifle or fmall Hire, to give
falfe Witnefs in any Cafe, efpecially (and that
with a Word) when the Controverfy happens
between a Chriftian and a Tur# ; and then the -
Pretence is for the Mu/fulmanleck, as they call
it; the Caufe is religious, and hallows all Falfe-
nefs and Forgery in the Teftimony. * % *
R OE K R R K K K K R XK R K %K
¢¢ This Confideration and Pralice made an
Englifb Embaffador, upon renewing the Capi-
tulations, to infert an Article of Caution againft
the Teftimony of Tur#s, as never to be admit-
ted or pleaded in any Court of Turkifb Juftice,

*

“6 h
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¢¢ In the Times of the beft Emperors, when
Virtue and Deferts were confidered, and the
Empire flourifhed and encreafed, Men had Of-
fices conferred upon them for their Merits, and
good Services were rewarded freely and with
Bounty, without Sums of Money and Payments.
But now it is quite contrary, and all
Matters run out of Courfe ; a manifeft Token,
in my Opinion, of the Declenfion and Decay
-of the Empire ! However, this ferves in
part the great End of the Empire ; for Bafbatos
and great Men, having a kind of a Neceffity
upon them to opprefs their Subjects, the People
thereby lofe their Courage ; and by continual
Taxes and Seizures upon what they gain, Po-

. verty fubdues their Spirits, and makes them

more patiently fuffer all kind of Injuftice and
Violence that can be offered them, without
Thoughts or Motion to Rebellion : And fo the
Lord Verulam f(ays in his Effays, That it is im-
poflible for a People overladen with Taxes ever
to become martial or valiant; for no Nation
can be the Lion’s Whelp, and the Afs between
two Burthens. : :

¢¢ By this Means the Turk preferves fo many
different Sorts of People, as he hath conquered,
indue Obedience, ufing no other Help than a
fevere Hand, joined to all kind of Oppreflion :
But fuch as are Tur#s, and bear any Name of
Office or Degrce in the Service of the Empire,
feel but Part of this Oppreflion, and live with
all Freedom, having their Spirits raifed by a
Licence they attain to infult over others that
dare not refift them.

(13 But
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¢ But the Ifflue and Conclufion of the Spoils
. that thefe great Men make on Subjeéls is very
remarkable : Far, as if God were pleafed tor
evidence his juft Punifhbment more evidently and
plainly here than in other Sins, fcaree any of
all thefe Bafbaws that have made hafte to be
rich, have efcaped the Grand Seignior’s Hands ;
but he either wholly divefts them of All, or
will fhare the beft Part of the Prey with them,
Amongft whom I have obferved nene paffes fo
hardly as the Bafbaws of Grand Caire, becaufe
it is the richeft and moft powerful of all the
Governments of this Empire ; and fo, either
in his Journey Home, or after his Return, he
lofes his Life by publick Command, or at leaft
is rifled,of his Goods as ill got, which are con-
demned to the Grand Seignior’s 'Freafury : And
it is flrange yet to fee with what Heat thefe
Men labour to amafs Riches, which they know
by often Experiences have proved but Coilec-
tions for their Mafter ; and only the Odium
and Curfes which the opprefled Wretches have
vented againft their Rapine, remain to them-
felves. idmx Jecundis avidiy adverfis autem in-
cauti. Tacit. * % % % % * % * x *
PR TN B I T
¢¢ The Tur# underftands well how profitable it
is for the Conftitution of his Eftate, to ufe evil
Inftruments, who may opprefs and poll his
Pecple, intending afterwards for himfelf the.
whole Harveft of their Labours ; they remain-
ing with their Hatred, while the Prince, under
Colour of performmg Juftice, procures both
Riches and Fame together..

F3 s If
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¢ If it be fufpeGed that any great Man intenids
to make Combuftion or Mutiny in his Govern-
ment, or that his Wealth or natural Abilities
render him formidable, without further Inquifi-
tion or Scrutiny, all Difcontent of the Grand
Seignior is diffembled, and perhaps a Horfe, or
Sword, or Sable Veft, is reported to be pre-
fented, and all fair Treatment is counterfeited,
till the Executioner gets the Bow-ftring about
his Neck, and then they care not how rudely
they deal with him: Juft like the Birds in P/u-
tarch, that beat the Cuckow, for fear that in
Time he fhould become a Hawk.
¢¢ And to make more Room for the Multitude
of Officers that crowd for Preferments, and to
a& the cruel Edi¢ts of the Empire with the
leaft Noife ; oftentimes when a great Perfonage
is removed frdm his Place of Truft, and fent
with a new Commiffion to the Charge, per-
haps, of a greater Government ; and though
he depart from the Regal Seat with all fair
Demonftrations of Favour, yet before he hath
advanced Three Days in his Journey, triumph-
ing in the Multitude of his Servants and his late
Hopes, the fatal Command overtakes him, and,
without any Accufation or Caufe, other than
the Will of the Sw/tan, he is barbaroufly put to
Death, and his Body thrown into the Dirt of
a foreign and unknown Country, without So-
lemnity of Funeral or Monument ; and he is
no fooner in his Grave, than his Memory is
forgotten. o
¢ Hence are apparent the Caufes of the Decay
of Arts amongft the Turks ; and of the Neglect
and Want of Care in manuring and cultiv:gling
¢¢ their
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their Lands; why their Houfes and private:
Buildings are made flight, and not durable for
more than Ten or Twenty Years; why you
find there no delightful Orchards, and pleafant
Gardens and Plantations ; and why, in thofe

Countries where Nature hath contributed fo -

much on her Part, there are no additional La-
bours of ‘Art to complete all, and turn it into
a Paradife: For Men, knowing no certain:
Heir, nor who fhall fucceed them in their La-
bours, contrive only for a few Years Enjoy-
ment. And moreover, Men are afraid of thew~
ing too much Oftentation or Magnificence in:
their Palaces, or Ingenuity in the Pleafures of
their Gardens, left they fhould bring on themr
the fame Fate that Naboth’s Vineyard occa-

fioned to its Mafter. And therefore Men neg- -

le&t all Applications to the Studies of Arts and
Sciences, but only fuch as are neceffary to the
mere Courfe of Livings For the Fear and
Crime of being known to be rich, makes them

appear outwardly poor ; and fo become natu-

rally Stoicks and Philofophers in all the Points.of
a referved and cautious Life.

¢¢ And here I am at a Stand, and cannot con< -

clude, without contemplating a while, and
pleafing myfelf with the Thoughts of the Blef-
fednefs, the Happinefs, the Liberty of my own
Country ; where Men, under the Prote&ion
and fa‘e Influence of a gracious and the beft
Prince in the World,” (He might with more

Propriety have faid, the beff Conflitution in the
Wiorli) " enjoy and eat of the Fruit of their

cc
[13

own Labour; and purchale to themfelves,
with Security, Fields and Manors, and ‘dare
- F g4 ¢ acknow-
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o acknéwledgé and glory in their Wealth and
¢¢ Pomp, and yet leave the Inheritance to their
¢¢ Pofterity.”

8aTURDA Y, November 4, 1721. No. 51.
Popularity no’Proof of Merit.

S IR, i
Opularity is the Fondnefs and Applaufe of
many, following the Perfon of one, who, in
their Opinion, deferves well of them; and it
muft doubtlefs be a fenfible Pleafure to him who
enjoys it, if he enjoy it upon good Terms, and
from reputable Caufes: But where it is only to
be acquired by deceiving Men with Words, or in-
toxicating them with Liquors, or purchafing their
Hearts with Bribes, a virtuous Man would rather
be without it; and therefore virtuous Men have
been rarely popular, except in the Beginning, or
near the firft Rife of States, while they yet pre«
ferved their Innocence.

Where Parties prevail, a principal Way to gain
Pcpularity is, to a& foolifhly for one Side, and
-wickedly ‘againft the other: And therefore fome
publick Talkers have grown popular, by callin
thofe whom they difliked by bitter and ill-breg
Names ; or by rioting and making a Noife for
fome Sounds, which they had taken a Liking to ;
or by infulting and abufing thofe that affronted
them, by being more fober and fenfible than them-
felves : And fome, to be revenged on thofe that .

‘ never
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never hurt them, have given themfelves up a blind
Prey to certain- Leaders, who deluded them, and
fold them, and yet earned popular Applaufe of
them for fo ferving them. :

+ So that Popularity is often but the Price which

-the People pay to their Chiefs, for deceiving and

felling them: And this Price is fo implicitly paid,
that the very Vices and Fooleries of a popular
Chief become popular teo, and were perhaps
amongft the firft Caufes that made him fo. Some:
Gentlemen of this Caft owe their Figure to the-
‘Weaknefs of their Heads, or the Strength of their

Barrels ; and grow confiderable by their having:
fmall Parts, or by drinking away’ thofe that they
have. ' '

Thefe are the Inftruments that cunning Men
work with; and therefore fometimes a Knave,
who is not popular, fhall get a weak Man, who is
{0, to do thofe Things with Applaufe, for which
he himfelf would be hated and condemned:: And
the Hand that executes fhall be blefled, when the
Head that contrives would be curfed, for one and.
the fame Thing. . :

This thews that Names are principal Reafons to:
determine the Multitude to popular Love and Ha--
tred 3 and it proceeds not fo much from their being .
untaught as ill taught : When they are inflru&ted:
not to reafon but to rage, not to judge but to mifs
take, a better Difcernment and wifer Behaviour:
are not to be hoped from them. :

" Demetrius, and the other Craftfmen, Shrinex.
makers to Diana, at Ephefus, were more poptilar
Men than St. Paul, and raifed a Mob to confute
his Arguments for Chriftianity : For it had not
yet entered iato the Heads of the People, .that Re--

R Fs ligion.
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ligion and Rage were contradi@ory Things, and-
that Antiquity and Reverence could not fan&tify
. Impiety, Falthood, and F olly. . A

In like Manner, Barabbas, a Rioter and a Mur--
derer, had more Votes to fave him than our blef-
fed Saviour had ; who was thought by that zea-
lous, deluded, and outrageous People, to be the
greater Criminal of the T'wo, for having told them-
fober, and faving Truth, which was new to them,
though everlafting in itfelf ; and therefore condemn-
ed becaufe it was new. ,

‘Now, in neither of thefe Inftances were the
People, though they acted thus impioufly and mad-
ly, originally in the Fault; but thofe who taught
them ; and who, having for Religion taught them
Trifles, Folly, and Fury, were alarmed by the
rational and prevailing Dotrines of Mercy, Wif-
dom, and ‘Truth. They therefore blafpheme
againft the Author of Truth, yet charge him with
Blafphemy. As to the Populace, they did as they
were taught, and uttered the Cry which was put
into their Mouths. .

The People, when they are left to themfelves,
and their own Underftandings and Obfervation,
will judge of Men by their good or bad A&ions,
“ and are capable of feparating Vice from Virtue,

and the Juft from the Unjuft: And therefore,
when their Government is not corrupted, the beft
and moft virtuous Men will always be the moft
- popular, and he who does beft will be efteemed
beft : But when ftrong Liquor, or Money, or
falfe Teerrors intervene, and Government is turned
imo Fattion ; the Judgment of the People is vi--
tiated, and worfe than none. They then prefer
the worft Men to the beft, if they have fircnger
. 2 Drink,

“
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Drink, or more Money, or are covered with any
other falfe Merit, by thofe whofe Word they taka,
and whofe Authority they fubmit to; and the moft
popular Man is he who bribes higheft, or impofes
upon them beft. _

That thefe Things are common, and almoft
univerfal, is not ftrange: Generally fpeaking,
where-ever there is Power, there will be Fa&ion ;

- and where-ever there is Money, there will be Cor-

ruption: So that the Heads of Faion, and the
Promoters of Corruption, have from their very
Charaéters, which ought to render them deteftable,
the Means of Popularity, ' ,
Who was better beloved at Rome than Spyrius
Melius, while he was meditating the Slavery of
the Roman People? Who could ever boaft fuch
potent Parties, fuch numerous Followers, fuch
high Applaufe and Regard, fuch Trophies and
Statues, as Marius and Sylla, Pompey and Cefar,
Auguftus and Anthony could boaft ; while they were
overturning the State, opprefling Mankind, butch-
ering one Half of the World, and putting Shackles
upon the other } And, in fine, who was ever a
greater Impoftor, and a more admired Prophet,
than Mabomet was ! Alb thefe Men were Enemies ™
to Liberty, Truth, and Peace; the Plagues and
Scourges of the Earth: But they deceived and
deftroyed their People with their own Confent,
and by the higheft Wickednefs gained the higheft
Popularity. -
The T'wo Dukes of Guife, Francis and Henry,
Father and Son, were the T'wo moft popular Men
that ever France faw, and grew fo by doing it
more Mifchief than ever Two Men till then had
done. They wese perpetually, during a Courfe.

of
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of many Years, deftroying its Peace, violating its
Laws, ufurping its Authority, pufhing at the
Crown, raifing and carrying on Rebellions, com-
mitting Maffacres, and filling it with Blood and
Defolation : They had no one publick End, and
did no one publick Thing, but what was pernicious
to Framce ; yet France adored them.

. Whoever is the Author of a Civil War, is Au-
thor of all its cruel Confequences ; Plunders, De-
vaftations, Burnings, Rapes, Slaughters, Oppref-
fion and Famine. A frightful Catalogue of
Grimes to lie at one Man’s Door ! yet both thefe
Dukes had them all to anfwer for over and over,
yet were vaftly beloved. Even when they were
dead, they continued the Authors of long publick
Miferies, by leaving their deftru&ive Schemes and _
their Party behind them ; a fierce, lawlefs, and
powerful Party, that maintained the Civil War
long after them ; and having deftroyed Henry II1.
was like to prove too hard even for the great
Henry IV. nor did he overcome it but by infinite:
Courage, Induftry, and Patience, and the renoun-
eing of his Religion: Nay, at laft, his Murder
was owing to the Spirit of the League, firft con-
certed, and afterwards conftantly headed and ani-
mated, by thefe two Dukes fucceflively.

-, Had ever any Country -two greater Foes? yet
were éver two Men greater Darlings of any Coun--
try ?-For Henry Duke of Guife particularly, he.
had fo ‘much the Hearts of the People, . that their.
Paflion for him ran not only to Dotage, but Ido-
latry ; and they blafphemed God, to do the Duke
Honour : They worfhipped his Image ; they in-
voked him in their Prayers; they -touched reli-

gioufly the Hem of. his Garment, and. with the
Co fame
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fame Spirit and Defign rubbed their Beads uporf
his Clothes ; nay, following him in Multitudes as
he paffed their Streets, faluted him with Hofannas
20 the Sen of David. :

- Thus they treated and adored this Idol ; alewd
Man, a publick Incendiary and Deftroyer, but
 reprefented to them as their Saviour.——He had
for the Ends of Ambition put himfelf at the Head
of the Catholick Caufe ; the fureft Warrant in the -
World for Mifchief and Homage !

* . Our good Fortune, or our better Conftitution,

has hitherto reftrained us againft our Will from
running into all thefe Excel%:s of Diftraétion and
Folly. But we have had our popular Idols too ;
wretched Idols, who could not furnifh us from
their Parts or Reputation with one Reafon for our
Stupidity in admiring them. Sometimes paltry and
turbulent Priefts, deftitute of all Virtue and Good-
breeding, weak and immoral Patricians,. or loud
and ignorant Plebeians, have run away with our
Reverence, without being able to merit our Efteem
without Religion they have been popular in the’
Caufe of Religion, and contended popularly for
Loyalty by Fa&tion and Rebellion.

To every Reader, Inftances of this Nature will
occur within his own Memory and Obfervation. -
To name them with the other great Names above-: -
mentioned, would be -an Honour too mighty for
them, who were but fmall wicked Men, though'
greatly popular. ' ' ;

I have often remembered, with Compaffion, an
unfortunate Great Man ftill living, but utterly. _
ruined by his Popularity and falfe Friends. His
Good-nature has been often mentioned, and-‘is
grown almoft proverbial : NordoIdenyit; though

TN ) y
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by it he never ferved himfelf, his Family, or the
Publick. On the contrary, it has proved his Fail-
ing and his Crime. If one were ta enquire for
the Caufes of his Popularity in the Probity of his
Life, the Piety of his Mind, his publick Abilities,
private (Economy, or conjugal or domeftick Vir=
tues, thefe are Topicks upon which his Friends
do not extol him : And for- his Loyalty, take
Loyalty in what Senfe you will, he will be found
to have given prepofterous Proofs of it, and to
have been engaged in all the Depths of Rebellion
and Perjury, and is ftill engaged. :

From what has been faid, it will not feem
ftrange that fome of the moft popular Men in the
World have been the moft mifchievous in their
Behaviour and Opinions. What Fighting and
Burning has there been for Tranfubftantiation !
what Declaiming, Damning, and Rebelling, for
Paffive Obedience ! what fierce Contention, and
how many foolith Arguments for Perfecution ! All
which Opinions are a Contradi&tion to Religion
and Scripture, an Affront to Commeon-Senfe, and
utterly deftructive of all Civil and Religious Liber-
ty, and of all human Happinefs : Nor would any of
them, or any like them, have ever entered into
the Heart of any Man, unlefs he were firft deceiv-
ed, or found his Account in deeeiving. But even’
Crimes, Contradictions, and Folly, will be popular-
in a State, when they bring Gain or felfifh Gratifi-
cations to thofe who are in Pofleffion of a Power
" to render Folly, Contradiétion, and Crimes, ad-
vantageous to the pernicious Purfuits which they
are engaged in,

G f am, &e.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, Nsvember 11, 1721. No. 52,

Of Divine 7ﬂdgmmt;f 5 the Wickednefs and Abfurdity
of applying them to Men and Events.

"SIR, :
I Have in a former Letter to you, not long fince,
1 fhewn the Rafhnefs of Men in applying to one
another the Judgments of God. 1 fhall in this
confider that Sque& farther, and endeavour -to
cure that prevailing and uncharitable Spirit.
~ Almoft all Sorts of Men pretend, in fome In-
ftances, to be in the Secrets of the Almighty, and
will be finding out the unfearchable Purpofes of his
Providence ; they will be prying into the hidden
Things of God, and afligning fuch Ends and Mo-
tives for his all-wife Difpenfations, as are only
fuitable to their own Weaknefs, or Prejudices, or
Malice : They give him the fame Paffions that
they themfelves poffefs, and then make him love
and hate what and whom they themfelves love and
hate : They are pleafed with Flattery and Sounds,
and provoked byEI‘riﬁes and Names ; and fo they
think is he. And as they thus fanclify all their
‘own Doings,-Affections, and Fancies, with a Fiaz
and Approbation from Heaven, and belie and
provoke God, to make him their Friend ; fo they.
take it for granted that he is an Enemy to all their
Enemies ; and that therefore every Evil, or feem-
ing Evil, that befals their Enemies, or thofe whom
‘they diflike, is a manifeft Judgment from God,
and a Juftification of whatever they can do g:gilainﬁ
em :
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them: So that God is often made the Author of
every Mifchief which they themfelves commit ;
- but they that feel it, think more rationally that
they are animated by a contrary Spirit.

God made Man after his own Likenefs, perfe&,
amiable, merciful, and upright ; and Men are bold
and foolith enough to make God after theirs ; and
almoft every one has his own God, one fathioned
according to his own Temper, Imaginations, and
Prejudices. In this Senfe they worfhip as many
falfe Gods, as they have wrong Notions of the
true one ; and fo in fome fort Polytheifm does yet re-
main even in the Chriftian World, They only agree
in calling what they worfhip by the fame Name ;
but they conceive him in fuch a different Manner,,
they differ fo widely about his Nature and- Will,
and either give him fuch contradiftory Attributes,.
or fo contradit pne another in explaining thefe
Attributes, that it is plain they do not mean one
and the fame Being. Some make God: hate what:
he certainly loves, others make him love what he.
certainly hates 3 and all take it amifs if you think
that they own and adore any God but the true
God. But let them think what they will, many
of them {till worthip the old Gods of the Heathens,
Gods that were delighted with Baubles, Shew, and:
Grimace, and with Cruelty, Revenge, and*human
Sacrifices. e

From this miftaken ‘and impious Spirit it pro-
ceeds, that when Calamities and’ Digsﬁers befal’
others, efpecially thofe that differ from us, we call
them Judgments, and fay that the Hand of God
is againft them : But when the fame Evils or worfé
befal ourfelves, the Stile is changed, and then
whom God loveth-be chaftencth ; *or if we own theme

e to
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to be Judgments, yet flill they are Judgments upon

us for other People’s Sins.

- Thus all the Misfortunes that happened to Spain
for many hundred Years, whether they came from
the Enemy, or the Elements, were divine Judg-
ments upon them for fuffering the idolatrous Moors
to inhabit that good Catholick Country ; and
therefore, like true Catholicks, they brought the
greateft Judgment of all upon it, by, deftroying
and banithing that numerous and induftrious Peo-
ple. Thus the bigotted Pagans, when Alarick
King of the Huns facked Rome, charged the Chrif-
tians with being the Caufe of that and of every
other Calamity that befel the Empire :' The Chrif-
tians defpifed their Gods, and therefore their Gods,
out of a particular Spite to the Chriftians, affliGted
the whole World with Miferies ; and fo Plagues,
Wars, Hurricanes, and Earthquakes, which were
Evils that had been in the World from the Begin-
ning of it, and will be to the End, were, not-
witftanding, all fo many Judgments, occafioned
by the poor Chriftians | Hence the Beginnin
of Penalties, Severities, and Perfecutions againg
them ; and thus the Chriftians came in Time to
return the Charge upon the Heathens, to ufe the
fame Way of Reafoning, and to make the like
Reprifals, and with as little Equity, Truth, or
Clemency : And thus, laftly, all Parties in Reli-

. gion have ever dealt with one another.

We are commanded not to judge, leff we be
judged ; and we are told that engeance is the Lord’s,
and that Fudgments are in his Hand : All which
‘are to convince us, that we have no certain or
probable Rule to apply God’s Judgments by ; and
that the fureft Rule is the Rule of Charity, which

- wifheth
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wifbeth all Things, bopeth all Things. The Good

and Evil that happen to Man in’this World, are

no fure Marks of the Approbation and Difpleafure’

of Almighty God, who makes ‘his Sun to fhine

and his Rain to fall upon the Juft and the Unjuft : ~

o

Good-Fortune and Calamities are the Portion of
the Good dnd of the Bad ; and if there be any In-
equality, the Wicked feem to have the Advantage.

The World had more People and Temporal Prof- -

perity in the Times of Heathenifm; than fince its
Abolithment ; Mabometanifm pofieffes much more
of the Globe than Chriftianity pofleffes ; the Pa-
pifts are more numerous than the Proteftants are,
and have greater and better Countries. The Apof-
tles and Saints were the pooreft Men in the World,,

and debauched Men are often uppermoft, and

thrive beft ; and as the Righteous are at leaft as
fubje to Diftempers and AflliGtion while they live,
as the Wicked are, fo the Wicked die with as little
Pain and as few Pangs as the Righteous die.

That there is a Providence, and a gracious Pro-
vidence prefiding over the World, is manifeft and
undeniable ; but how it works, and from what
particular Motives, in a thoufand Inftances, none
but the Author of it can tell ; though almoft all
pretend to tell, and are for ever diving into the
fecret Counfels of the moft High, with as much

emerity as ill Succefs.

To the Difcredit of this Pradtice, it is obferve~
able, that none.but the fierce and uncharitable,
none but ignorant and narrow-{pirited Bigéts and
Barbarians come into it or encourage it. Men of
charitable and benevolent Minds, enlarged by Rea~
fon and Obfervation, condemn it as irreligious 3
they know that it is often malicious and difhoneft,

N always
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always ridiculous and dangerous ; they know the
Ways of God to be paft finding out ; they fee
human Affairs fo perplexed and unaccountable ;
Men fometimes rifing and fometimes falling, both
by Virtue and Vice ; fuch Viciflitudes and Revo-:
lutions in the Fortunes of Men and of Nations,
often without any Change in thefe Men and Na-
tions from Virtue to Vice, or from Vice to Virtue ;
People growing greater without becoming better,
and poorer without growing worfe : They behold
Good and Evil fo promifcuoufly difpenfed ; fome-
times Thoufands of Men, Women, and Children,
of different Spirits, Merit, and Morals, fuffering
equally under the fame publick Calamity, and de-
riving equally the like Advantages from publick

- Profperity ; they hehold the Adverfity of fome to

be the vifible Caufe of the Profperity of others,

- who are no better than them ; and the Profperity .
of fome the vifible Caufe of the Adverfity of others,

who are no worfe than the former ; and one and .
the fame Thing producing Good and Evil to thofe
who alike deferve or do not deferve Good and
Evil : They fee fo little Equity or Confiftency in
the Proceedings of Men ; fometimes good Men
exalted, without any Regard had to their Virtue ;
fometimes wicked Men caft down, without any
Refentment of their Crimes ; fometimes goocd
Men punifhed for being good, and wicked Men
raifed and rewarded for being wicked ; fometimes
both Good and Bad fuffering or profpering alike ;
fometimes Good-Fortunes following the Good, and
Ill-Fortune the Bad, often taking a contrary
Freak.——I fay, wife and honeft Men, feeing
all thefe Things in this great Confufion and Un-
certainty, find fufficient Reafon to be afraid of
. E making
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making bold with Heaven, and of chriftening by
. the Name of its Judgments any of thefe Events
and Evils that afli¢t any Part of Mankind.

But Bigots, and they, who, to ferve ill Ends,
‘intereft Heaven in all that they do, deal more
freely and profanely with their great Maker and
Judge, whofe Counfels and Judgments being in-
- comprehenfible, it is Impiety and a Contradiction
to go about to explain and apply them. The
Turks make God the Author of every Thing that
they do, and of every Evil that others fuffer fronr
them. They meafure his Will by the Event ;
and, with them, whatever is fuccefsful, is lawfub
and juft: The Murder of a Prince, or his mur-
dering of others, is never finful if it fucceed =
God, they fay, bleffes and approves the Event, elfe
he would prevent it. So that, upon this Principle,
there can be no fuch Thing as Wickednefs and
Villainy amongft them ; for who knows but it
may fucceed, and then it is good ? orif it do not
fucceed, who could forefee but it would ? This
impious Tenet of that brutith People arms theny
with Fiercenefs and Outrage againft one ancther,.
and all the World ; it animates them to commit
Rapine and Butcheries, and then fears their Con-
fciences, and prevents all Remorfe. Nay, they
glory in executing Cruelty, becaufe it is the Judg-
ment of God, and they are his Agents.

-I wifh I could keep "this dreadful Principle out"

of Chriftendom ; but 1 am forry to fay, that itis
common amongft us. Whoever applies the Judg-
ment of God to others, has this Tur4ifb Spirit in
him: And all Men that make fuch Applications,
reafon fo foolifhly, fo falfly, and often fo mali-
cioufly in their Defence, that every Inftance which

PR
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T have ever yet met with in all my Reading and

.Obfervation (except the declared Inftances in {a-

cred Writ) expofes them. :
Upon the Murder of Henry I1I. of France, by
Faques Clement, a Dominican Friar, the Deputy of
the famous French League, then at Rome, tells the
Pope, in an Aydience given upon that Occafion,
That the Affaflin was chofen by God, and divine-
ly infpired to murder his Prince, and calls it a
glorious Exploit! And though that execrable and
bloody Monk ufed all the Methods of Falfhood,
Lies, and Forgeries, to' get Accefs to the King,
in order to deftroy him ; yet the Deputy folemnly
tells his Holinefs, that it was notorious that the
Thing came not from Men. The League diftref-
fed, refifted, and at lat murdered their Prince :
And all thefe their own wicked Doings were, for- -
footh, the Judgments of God upon him, for fuf-
fering Herefy in the Land. o
The Hugonots, on the other hand, made a Judg-
ment of that Murder too ; but a Judgment on
their Side, for his frequent Breach of Faith and
Edi&s with them, and for his Barbarities towards
them. They faid, it was a remarkable Providence
of God, that he was aflaffinated in the fame Cham-
ber where he had concerted the furious Maffacre
, in the very Chamber,
nay, on the fame Day, the fame Hour, and on
the fame Spot | Here are Judgments encountering
Judgments ! let who will reconcile them. I think
both Sides fufficiently rath and ridiculous in making
them, as are all thofe that do, whatever Side they

_are of, .

. The Conqueft of the Greeks by Mahemet 11.

by
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by the Jefuit Maimbourg to the Schifm, which he
fays they were guilty of in withdrawing their
Obedience from the See of Rome. Here, accord-
ding to him, was the Judgment and the Caufe of
the Judgment. Bayle obferves upon this Occafion,
that Reme being taken by Charles V. in 1527,
was as barbaroufly pillaged by his Troops, as was
Conflantinople by the Turks, when they took it :
And he atks, Whether Maimbourg would take it
well to be told by the Greeks that that Defolation
of Rome was a Jyudgment upon her for her Pride
and Ambition, in demanding, imperioufly, of the
Greek Church an abfolute Uniformity and Obe-
dience to her Difcipline and Dictates? He fays,
that Maimbourg, fince he was dealing in Judg-
ments, might as well have given this another
Turn, with which Chalcondylis would have fur-
nithed him. That Hiftorian relates, that when
Makomet invaded and fubdued Greece, the thenIn-
habitants of Rome, who thought themfelves the
Defcendants of the old Romans, who came from
Aneas, who came from Troy, aflerted pofitively,
that all the Deftru&ion brought upon the Greeks
by the Barbarians, was but a Judgment upon them
for all the Ravages which their Gree4 Anceftors
had committed againft the Subje&ts of Priamus,
and in the Deftru&ion of Trsy fome Thoufand

Years before.
The Death of Oliver Cromwell was, it feems,
attended or followed by a very high Wind ; which
“was nothing ftrange: But as Oliver had been a
Ufurper, and a great Deceiver, and was greatly
hated ; moft of the Vulgar, and many that would
be thought much wifer took it into their Heads,
that that fame Storm was a loud Judgment and
Declara-
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Declaration of the Wrath of Heaven againft him,

and that Satan was fetching away his Soul in a
‘Whirlwind.  But his Friends turned it quite an-
other Way ; particularly Mr. #aller, who made
all that Tumult and Bellowing in the Elements,
to be partly the Call of Heaven, fummoning away
{o great a Man ; partly the Sighs and Sympathy of
Nature for his laft Agonies and Departure. The
Copy of Verfes that #aller made on that Occafion
is one of the nobleft in our Language ; Ffhall con-
clude with a few Lines out of it.— '

We muft refign; Heav’n his great Soul does claim,
In Storms as loud as his immortal Fame.
His dying Groans, his laft Breath fbakes our Ifle

 And Trees, uncut, /aII for his Fun'ral Pile,
New Rome in _fuch a Tempef? loft her King,

_ And, from obeying, fell ta worfhipping.

 Nature her[elf took Notice of his Death, :
And, fighing, fwell’d the Sea with fuch a Breath,
That, to remoteft Shores, her Billows roll'd,
‘T(b?: approaching Fate of their great Ruler told.

v I am, &c.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, November 18, 1721. No. 53.

Dr. Prideaux’s Reafoning about the Death of Cam-
byfes, examined ; whether the famewas a Fudg-
ment for bis killing the Egyptian God Apis.

SIR,

"I“H E Talent of writing Hiftory is fo rare on

this Side the Alps, and more on this Side the
Channel, that I think moft of our Southern Neigh-
bours have far exceeded us in it ; as much, per-
haps, as fome of the Antients have exceeded them.
By far the moft Part of our Engli/b Hiftories are
pitiful Performances, unworthy of a free, polite,
and learned Nation. But though many of our
Neighbours excel us in the Hiftories of their own
Countries, we can boaft of two univerfal Hiftories,
which do Honour to the Authors, and their Coun-
try. The firft is Sir Walter Raleigh ; one of the
worthieft and ableft Mcn that this or any other
Country ever produced. He had a Soul as vaft as
the Work which he undertook, and his Work re-
{embles him ; for though it has much in it that is
foreign to Hiftory, it is noble, ncrvous, and in-
ftructive ; its Spirit, Clearnefs, and Stile, are ad-
mirable ; and for Narration, Penetration, Know-
ledge, Sentences, and Obfervation, he has few
Competitors in Antiquity.

The other is the very revercnd, learned, and
aged Dr. Prideaux, Dean of Norwich; who has
given us a Body of univerfal Hiflory, written with
{uch Capacity, Accuracy, Induftry, and Honefty,

as

4
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as make it one of the beft Books that ever came
into the World, and fthew him to be one of the
greateft Men in it. No Book was ever more
univerfally read and approved. It is indeed a great
publick Service done to Mankind, and entitles the

~ Author to the higheft publick Gratitude and Ho~

nour. .

But though I never faw any great Work te
which I found fewer Objeions ; yet, as a me-
morable Proof how infeparably Miftakes and Pre-
judices cleave to the Mind of Man, the great and
candid Dr. Prideaux is not without them; I there~
fore do not upbraid him with them, but rather
admire him for having fo few. There are how-
ever fome of his Theological Obfervations, which
feem to me not only ill-grounded, but to have
Tendency to create in his Readers wrong Notions
of the Deity, and to encourage them to miftake
the common Accidents of Life, and the common
Events of Nature, for the Judgments of God,

~and to apply them fuperftitioufly as fuch.

~ Of this Kind is the Obfervation which he makes
upon the Death of Cambyfes, the Perfian Empetor,,
who had flain the Egyptian Apis. For the better
underftanding of this, we muft know, that the cbi'q"
God of the Egyptians was Ofiris 5 him they worfhip2
ped in the Shape of a Bull, and that not only in Ima>
gery, but alfo in Reality 5 for they kept a Bullin the
Temple of Ofiris, which they worfbipped in his ffeads
The Do&or adds, That in' Imitation of this ldola=
try was it that Aaron made the Golden Calf in the
Wildernefs, and Jeroboam thefe in Dan and Bethel,
and did [et themup thereto be wor/hipped by the Chil-
dren of Ifrael, as the Gods that had brought them
out of the Land of Egypt. S
Vou. II, G Whey
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When this the God and Bull of the Egyptians
died, they looked out for another, with fuch pro-
per Marks and Spots as were certain Indications
of his Divinity ; and when they found one, they
exprefled their Joy in great and publick Feftivity.
In fuch a Fit of Rejoicing Cambyfes found the
City of Memphis, when he returned to it from
his unprofperous Expedition into Z£tbigpia. The
Egyptians had juft then found a new God amongft
the Cattle, and had lodged him at his Crib in his
Temple with great Solemnity. Cambyfes had a
Mind to fee this Deity of theirs: *“ And, /fays
¢¢ Dr. Prideaux, this Apis being brought to him,
¢¢ he fell into a R%:),das well he might, at the
¢¢ Sight of fuch a ; and, drawing out his
¢¢ Dagger, run it into the Thigh of the Beaft ;
¢¢ and then reproaching the Priefts for their Stu-
¢¢ pidity and Wretchednefs in worfhipping a Brute
¢t for a God, ordered them to be feverely whipped,
¢¢ and all the Egyptians in Memphis to be flain,
¢ who fhould be found any more rejoicing there
¢ on this Occafion. Thz Apis being carried back
¢ to the Temple, languithed of his Wounds, and
¢ died. E

As to the Death of Cambyfes, and the Manner
of it, take it alfo in the Dottor’s Words. ¢ As
¢¢ he mounted his Horfe, his Sword falling out of
¢¢ the Scabbard, gave him a Woundin the Thigh,
¢¢ of which he died: The Egypt:ans remarking,
¢¢ that it was in the fame Part of the Body where
¢ he had afore wounded the Apis, reckoned it as
¢¢ an efpecial Judgment from Heaven upon him
¢ for that Faét; and perchance they were not
*¢ much out in it: For it feldom happening in an
¢ Affront given to any particular Mode of Wor-

: - 13 ﬂiip,.
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$¢ fhip, how erroncous foever it may be, but that
¢ Religion in general is wounded thereby ; there
<¢ are many Inftances in Hiftory, wherein God

¢¢ had very fignally punifhed "the Profanations of

¢ Religion in the worft of Times, ard under the
¢ worft Modes of Heathen Idolatry.

Without inquiring whether this be any Com-
pliment to Truth and - Religion, I freely own,
that the diftreffing or difturbing of any Sort of Peo-

. plein any Sort of Worfhip, however falfe and ri-

diculous, where the fame does not violate Pro-
perty or human Society, is an Invafion of the
Rights of Nature and'(gonfcienCe, and no Man
can do it with a wife and honeft Defign: And
what Men do of this Kind, out of Bitternefs of -
Spirit or Self-Ends, no one will jutify. If People
will play the Fool in their Devotion, they only
expofe themfelves, but hurt not others ; and who-
ever does Hurt to them, does but warrant them to
returnit: And hence is the fure Beginning of Ty:
ranny, and of eternal Civil and Religious War.
Every Man reckons every Religion falfe or foolith;
which he does not embrace ; and his own the beft,
though it be the worft. And if in this univerfal
Obftinacy of every Man in every religious Opinion
which he has imbibed, a Difpute by the Sword,
and Arguments of Authority and Force, were en-
couraged, or but permitted, Confufion and Slaughs
ter would be their chief Employment. Or if one
Man’s Will were to bz a Law to other Mens
Thoughts, the Effeéts would be every where
alike; that is, the Stupidity and Slavery of Turks
would be the Portion and Charalter of Englifh-

men, .
G2 ' But,
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But I cannot think that the wounding of a
Bull, even of a confecrated Bull, and the whip-
ing of-his Priefts, were fuch Crimes as, beyond
all the other Crimes of Cambyfes, called for the
avenging Judgments of God upon him. He had
others to anfwer for of a far more black, malig-
nant, and deteftable Nature : He put his Brother
to Death for his Merit, and for a Dream that he
had concerning him. -He killed, by 2 Kick in
the Belly, his beloved Wife Meroe, who was alfo
his Sifter, and then with Child by him, for la-
menting the Death of her murdered Brother.
<t He caufed feveral of his principal Followers to
¢ Pe buried alive, without any Caufe deferving of
«¢ it, and daily facrificed fome or other of them
<¢ to his wild Fury. And when Graefus (formerly
«¢ King of Lydia, the old and faithful Friend and
«¢ Counfellor of his Father Cyrus) advifed him
#¢ againft thof: Proceedings, and laid before him
<¢ the ill Confequences which they would lead to,
¢ he ordered him to be put to Death ; and when
&< thofe who received his_ Orders, knowing he
~ *¢ would repent of it next Day, did therefore de-
«< fer the Execution, he caufed them all to be
«¢ exccuted for it, though at the fame time he
¢¢ exprefled great Joy thatCraefus was alive : And
<t out of a mere Humour, only to fhew his Skill
¢¢ in Archery, he fhot to Death the Son of Prex-
¢ afpes, who was the Chief of his Favourites.”
He caufed the Magiftrates of Memphis to be put to
Death, for anfwering truly to a Queftion which
he afked them. In his mad March over the Ly-
bian Sands, to invade a People that had done him

no Harm, he deftroyed moft of, his vaft Army,
' Fiity
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Fifty Thoufand in one Place: The reft were re-
duced by Famine to feed on each other.
“Which now is moft likely, and moft becoming

* the divine Wifdom and Goodnefs, " that the great

God of Heaven and Earth thould be more offended
with this black Catalogue of Cruelties and Crimes,
than with a hafty Blow given to a Brute worfhip-
ped as God; which the Do&or owns had juftly
provoked the Rage of Cambyfes 2 And is the Al-
mighty more provoked at an Affront put upon an.
Idol, and upon the Attendants of an Idol, which
fallly and impudently is made to reprefent him,
than at a terrible and raging Tyranny, that
fpreads Blood and Defolation over the Face of -the
Earth ?

Cambyfes, upon his invading Egypt, did another
Thing as bad as the wounding of. Apis; 1 fhall
relate it in the Doétor’s own Words: ¢¢ Finding
‘¢ that the Garrifon of Pelufium, a ftrong Fron-
¢ tier Town, were all Egyptians, in an Affault
““ which he made upon the City, he placed a
$¢ great Number of Cats, Dogs, Sheep, and
¢ others of thofe Animals which the Egyptians
¢ reckoned facred, in the Front of the Army ;
¢¢ and therefore the Soldiers not daring to throw
¢ a Dart, or fhoot an Arrow, that Way, for fear
¢ of killing fome of thofe Animals, Cambyfes,
¢ made himfelf Mafter of the Place without any
¢ Oppofition.  For thefe being the Gods which
¢¢ the Egyptians then adored, it was reckoned the
‘¢ higheft Impiety to kill any of them ; and when
¢¢ they died of themfelves, they buried them with
¢ preat Solemnity. ,

.. The Do&or makes no' Refle@tion upon this;
though, upon the fame Principle, it muft have
. G 3 been
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been an Affront to Religion ; and if none of thefe
facred Creatnres were killed, it was owing to no
Fendernefs in Cambyfes, who expofed them to fo
much Danger. But if true Religion be burt by
putting an Affront upon a falfe one, how came it
to be a Merit in the primitive Chriftians to pull
down the Heathen Temples, and to deftroy the
Idols of the Heathen, as they almoft every where
did where they had Power, often in Oppofition to
Power ? And upon what Foot and Motive is it
that Penalties and Incapacities are put upon any
Set of Religion in any Country ! And how came
the Fews to exercife fuch Fury upon the Gods and
Worthip of the Gentiles, as many of the Fewifh
Leaders, efpecially the Maceabees, did, often out of

their own Country, often without Provocation ?
The primitive Fathers are every where full of
Sarcafms againft the Heathenith Worfhip, which
they treat conftantly with Ridicule and Reproach,
with Contempt and Bitternefs : Did Chriftianity
fuffer by thisBehaviour of theirs ; or did not Chrifti-
anity rather gain Advantzge and new Beauties, by
comparing it with the Abfurdities, the Fopperies,
Nonfenfe, Corruptions, and Vanities of the Pa-
gans 2 Truth cannot fuffer by expofing Falfhoods,
which can no more bear the Face of Truth,
than Darknefs can the Face of the Sun. No two
‘Things are more unlike than true and falfe Reli-
gion; and the fame Treatment can never affelt
‘both in any Refpe&, as the fame Arguments can-
not defend Truth and Error. Indeed, true Reli-
jon is defended and recommended by the very
%/Ieans that expofe and deftroy a falfe one. 1
have therefore often wondered ata Saying of Mr.
Collier’s, though not that it was faid by him;
' namely,
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mamely, That the Tranfition is ealy from ridicu~
ling a falfe Religion to the ridiculing a true one ;
or Words to that Effe®. Than which nothing
could bs more unjuftly faid : They are as oppofite
as Law and the Violation of Law ; as unlike as
Juftice and Oppreffion , and as different as Chrif?

- and Belial. How fhould the Worfhié of Dzmons’

refemble the Worfhip of the true God? And if
they cannot be miftaken for each other, how can
they be annoyed by the fume Weapons? The
Fathers were fo far from fuch an Imagination,
that in their Railleries and Reafonings upon the
devout Fooleries of the Gentiles, they did not treat
them with a bit the more Reverence or Regard for
their being eftab’ithed by-a Law. ,

So much may ferve to fhew, that the true Reli-
gion can have no Sympathy with the falfe, nor fuf-
fer in its Sufferings. As to the Death of Caméy/es,
X do not fee any Sign of a Judgment in it, unlefs.
every Death occafioned by an Accident, or an In~
firument, is a Judgment. Indeed cvery Difafter,
before it can be called a Judgment in this Senfe of
the Word, muft be proved a Miracle ; and com-
mon Effe&s from vifible and common Caufes, as
they are no Miracles, fo neither can they be
called Judgments, unlefs God, the Author of
Judgments, declares them fo, as he did not in the
Cafe before us. Many a good Man has been killed
in a more terrible Manner, as were all the Saints
and Martyrs.

Now where is the Miracle of a Sword falling -
out of the Sheath, when 2 Man is mounting his
Horfe? And where was it more likely to fall
than on his Leg or his Thigh? If indeed it had
got out of the Scabbard of its own Accord, and:

: G 4 mounted
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mounted up to his Head and cut it off, it might
have looked like a Judgment; but yet I fhould
have looked out rather for any Caufe of it, than
the killing of a deified Bull.

G I am, &c.

SATURDAY, November 25, 1721. No. §4.

The Reafoning of Dr. Prideaux alout the Fate of
Brennus the Gaul, and of bis Followers, exa-
mined ; whether the fame were a Fudgment for an
Intention to plunder the Temple of Delphos.

S 7R,

I Shall beftow this Paper in confidering what Dr,
Prideaux fays of Erennus the Gazl, his Expedi-
tion, Death, and Crime. This Man, at the
Fead of a great Number of his Countrymen, fent
Abroad to feek new Habitations, paiding thrcugh
Hungary, Illyrinm, and Macedonia, plundering,
- ravaging, and deftroying as they went, at laft in-
vaded Greece, and ** marched on towards Delphos,
¢ to plunder the Temple in that City of the vaft
¢¢ Riches which were therc laid up. But he the:e’
¢¢ met a wonderful Defeat : For on his approach-
¢¢ ing the Place, there happened a terrible Storm
¢¢ of Thunder, Lightning, and Hail, which de-
¢¢ ftroyed great Numbers of his Men ; and at the
¢¢ fame Time there was as terrible an Earthquake,
¢¢ which rending the Mountains in Pieces, threw.
¢¢ down whole %{ocks upon them, which over-
¢¢ whelmed them by Hundreds at a Time; by

¢¢ which the whole Army being much difmayed,
¢ they
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they were the following Night feized with fuch
a pannick Fear, that every Man fuppofing him
that was next to him to be a Greczan Enemy,
they fell upon each other ; fo that before there
was Day-light enough to make them fee the
Miftake, one half of the Army had deftroyed
the other. By all this the Greeks, who were
now come together fromall Parts to defend their
Temple, bzing much animated, fell furioufly
on them ; and although now Acichorus wascome
up with Brennus, yet both their Forces to-
gether could not ftand the Aflault; but great
Numbers of them were flain, and great Num-+

bers were wounded ; and amongft thefe laft was
Brennus himfe'f, who had received feveral
Wounds ; and although none of them were
mortal, yet feeing all now loft, and the whole
Expedition, which he had been the Author ofy
thus ended in a difmal Ruin, he was fo con~
founded at the Mifcarriage, that he refolved
not to outlive it: And therefore calling to him
as many of thz chief Leaders as he could get
together amidft that calamitous Hurry, he ad-
vifed them to flay all the wounded, and with

.the Remainder make as good a Retreat .back-

ward as they could ; and then -having guzzled
down as much Wine as he could drink, he
ran himfelf through and died. — The reft being
to march through Enemies Countries, they
were, as they pafled, fo diftreffed for want of
Provifions, which they were every wkhere to
fight for, fo incommoded at Night by lodzing
moftly upon the Ground in a Winter Seafon,
and in fuch a Manner harrafied and fajlen upon
where-ever they came by the People of thofe
. 5 Countries

4
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¢¢ Countries through which they paffed, that
¢¢ ‘what with Famine, Cold, and Sicknefs, and
¢ what with the Sword of their Enemies, they
$¢- were all cut off and deftroyed : So that of the
¢ numerous Company which did firft fet out on
¢¢ this Expedition, not fo much as one Man efca-
¢ ped the calamitous Fate of miferably perithing
¢ init. :

This is the Story of Bremmus, which I have told .
in the Do¢tor’sown Words : Now follows his Re-
fleGtion upon it: ¢ Thus God was pleafed in a
¢ very extraordinary Manner to execute his Ven-
¢ geance upon thofe facrilegious Wretches, for
¢ the Sake of Religion in general, how falfe and
¢¢ idolatrous foever that particular Religion was,
¢ for which that Temple at Delphos was erelted.
¢ For, to believe a Religion true, and offer facri-
¢¢ Jegious Violences to the Places confecrated to
‘¢ the Devotions of that Religion, is abfolute Im-
¢ picty, and a Sin againft all Religion; and there
¢¢ are many Inftances of very fignal Judgments
«¢ with which God hath punifhed it even amongft
¢ the worft of Heathens and Infidels ; and much
*“ more may they expet it, who, having the
¢ Truth of God eftablithed among them, fhall
¢¢ become guilty hereof.

If this unhappy End of Brennus and his Follow-
ers was a Judgment, as doubtlefs this reverend and
worthy Author thinks, I cannot fee why an In-
tention to pillage a ftupid Idol of his ufelefs Wealth
and devout Bawbles, given and ufed for the Ends
of Idolatry and Delufion, fhould be reckoned the
Caufe of it, I would be glad to know how any
Part of Mankind would have fuffered in their Re-~
ligion and Fortune, though the Shriné and Temple

- of
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of Apollo had been ftripped of all their fuperftitious
and 1ll-got Finery ; or how God Almighty came

to thew himfelf thus miraculoufly the Guardian -
of an Idol, fet up to rival him, and to deceive -

the World by uttering oraculous Lies; or, how
the taking away thofe Riches that were acquired
by belying God and deceiving Man, and employed
for the Ornament and Support of a blafphemous
Impofture, could be called Sacrilege or robbing of
God, who was really robbed by an Idol of That
only which he can be robbed of, divine Worfhip
and Homage. _

But becaufe People are apt to be mifguided and
terrified by Words, efpecially by fuch asare applied
to Devotion and holy Things, I fhall here beftow
fome Refle&tions npon the awful Word Sacrilege,
aad fhew that it is ill underftood.

Sacrilege, we are told by fome, fignifies the
robbing or ftealing from God any Thing which is

culiarly his. Now nothing can be itolen from
Eod, nor can any Thing be concealed from him.
Every Thing being his, it is as much his in the
Hands of one Man as in the Hands of another ;
for, let who will have the Ufe of it, the Property
cannot be altered: God, who has all Things, can
never be put out of Poffefiion of any Thing ;
and as nothing can be taken from him, fo neither
can any Thing be given to him, becaufe all the
World and every Thingin it is alrcady his ; and it
is abfurd to imagine that any Form of Words, or

-Change of Place or Pofition, can enlarge or leflen
his Property in any Thing. All that we have, -

we have from him ; and to return him his own
Gifts back again, which we want, and he does

or
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or of Reafon: It is fhewing ourfelves wifer than
him, in fetting apart for his Ufe thofe Things
‘which he has gracioufly created and fet apart for
ours. Canwe fgeed him ? Or can we elothe, adorn,
or enrich him ? Can we build him a City to dwell
in, or furnith him with Guards fer the Security
of his Perfon ?

Sacrilege therefore is either the robbing of Men,
or no Robbery at all. And this Crime is greater
or lefs, according to the Meafure or Mifchief done.
To rob a poor Man of his Loaf, is a greater
Crime, in foro confcientice, than to rob arich Man

of an Ox: To roba Man of a fmall Part ofa

Thing that is neceflary to him, is a greater Crime,
than the robbing him of a great Superfluity ; and
if I rob a Man of a Thing that will do him Hurt,
I hope I do him lefs an Injury, than if 1 robbed

- him of a Thing which does him Good. But if I
take a Thing which no Man has a Right to, I
myfelf have a Right to it, by poflefling it.

- To apply all this to the Bufinefs of Sacrilege;
if a Man take away any of the Books, Veft-
ments, or Utenfils, made ufe of in Devotion, he
only robs the Congregation, who muft buy more;
and many being more able than one to bear this
Lofs, the Offence, as to its EffeCls, is lefs. than if
he robbed but one Man. But if he take away
from a Heathen Temple, Plate, or hidden Trea-
fure, laid up there, but not -ufed, he indeed does
an Adtion that he has no Right to do, but an

AgQion that however does Good to the World, by

turning into Ufe that which was of none, or of
bad Ufe.

- Dead Treafure, firft drawn from the People in

fuperftitious Offerings, and then laid up in a Hea-
S then
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then Temple, and kept-and ufed for impious and
idolatrous Ends, but never to return again into the
World, for the neceffary Purpofes of Life and
Commerce, is the Plunder of Mankind ; and the
worft of all Plunders, becaufe it never circulates ;
and People are greatly the worfe for it, in refpect
both of Soul and Body, but never can be the better.
It is firft taking from them, and afterwards deny-
ing them, the great and chief Means of Life and
Convenience. He therefore, whoever he be, that
takes it from thence, let him take it in what Man-
ner he will, doesa better and more publick Thing
than he who keeps it there. 4
No Man can be robbed of a Thing in which
. be has no Property. Of this Sort was Apollo’s
Wealth ; and no body was robbed in taking it
away. So that whoever takes away golden Images,
or other dcad Wealth, the Means and Objets of
falfe Adoration, is guilty of no other Crime, than
that of difturbing erroneous Confciences: Nor
need fuch Confciences be much difturbed, fince
the Crime being committed without their Confent,
they have no Share in it. And therefore if fuch
idolatrous Images, and fuch fuperftitious, ufelefs,
and pernicious Riches, be taken away by a lawful
Authority, or in a lawful War, it is no Crime at
all.  So that in every Senfe Brennus committed a
greater Crime in plundering one Village, than he.
could have committed, had he plundered, as he
intended, the Temple of Delphos. O
If Brennus had believed in Apollo, he finned
againft his Confcience, in defigning to.rob him,
But we do not know that Brennus, or thofe that
followed him, believed thus. I do not remember
that Apoll; wes the God of the Gauls, or. t;x)at the
ruids
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Druids owned him: All Nations agreed not i
worfhipping the fame Gods, but often difputed
about the Quality, Birth, and Precedence of their
Gods. And if Bremnus defpifed or difregarded
Apollo, he committed no Sacrilege; at leaft with
refpect to himfelf, it was no Sacrilege, but only
Rapine ; but if, believing in him, though an Idcl,
he would have finned in pillaging him, as doubt-
lefs he would, here is an Argument, that a good '
Conf{cience may be an erroneous Confcience ; and
that if no Man muft a& againft his own Confci-
ence, though it be erroneous, as doubtlefs he muft
not, then much lefs has any other Man whatfo-:
ever a Right to punith or diftrefs him for it. If
God approve, whois it that condemns? And none
but God knows the Heart of another.

" If Brennus had worfhipped Apollo, he was guilty
of Idolatry, in the Opinion of all Chriftians: And
if he had robbed him, he was guilty of Sacrilege in
the Opinion of moft. Now we hear of no Judg-
ment falling upon thofe that worthipped Apollo, and
fupported that Ido!l with fuperftitious Donatiors ;
z2ll which was Idolatry. And is Idolatry, which
God has declared abominable in his Eyes, a lefs
Sin than robbing an idolatrous Temple, which
A&ion God has no where declared a Sin ? The
good Kings of the Fews deftroyed all Idols and
idolatrous Temples, where-ever they had Power ;
and the Wrath of God was kindled againft all that
did not. If it was therefore a Sin againft the true
God, not to deftroy them ; how came it to be Sin
only to rob them ?

{ think all this is enough to thew, that an In-
tention to plunder Apollo of his idle and unhal-
lowed Wealth, was not the probable Caufe. of any

Judgment
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Judgment upon Brennus and his Followers : But if
there muft be 2 Judgment in the Cafe, there were
Reafons for it much more powerful,. and much
more likely to provoke God to fend it. He was
a wild and barbarous Robber, at the Head of an
Army of Savages, who cruelly ravaged many
Nations, made Spoil of all Mens Property, and
inhumanly maffacred thofe that defended their
own. They were Invaders, Plunderers, and
Murderers, who, by Numbers, Barbarity, Rapine,
and Slaughter, laid wafte whole Countries, and
deftroyed, unprovoked, Men and Property. In
this general Pillage, they had already "paffed
through and defolated Hungary, Illyrium, Macedo-
nia, and were now gotinto Greece. . Was not here
Guilt enough to call down a Thoufand Judg-.
ments ? And after all this bloody and brutifth Vio-
lence done to the World, and to the Laws of God
and Man ; can we imagine that thefe Gau/s fuffered
that terrible Doom for barely intending a Thing,
in which.neither God would have been difhonour-
ed, nor Man injured ? At leaft in any Degree of
Comparifon, with the leaft of the other great and
terrible Calamities, which they fuffered from thefe
deftroying Barbarians ? <
I fhall now add fomething more particularly
~ concerning the wretched End of thefe Gauls, and
enquire how far it can be reckoned a Judgment.
And here I am of Opinion, that either every Ca-
lamity, publick or private, -muft be accounted a
Judgment ; which Doérine, I believe, no Man
holds ; or elfe we muft determine, by what Means
we can know a Judgment from a Calamity : Nor
do I know of any fufficient Marks to dire& us in
this Matter, but an immediate Miracle, and De-
- claration
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claration from Almighty God, that he means: it
fo: And in fuch a miraculous Declaration, the
Crime muft be exprefly fpecified, for which fuch
Judgment is inflited ; becaufe for every Crime
Judgments are not infli&ted, nor always for the
lateft Crimes ; but fometimes overtake the Sinner,
long after the Sin is committed. All this I take
to be felf-evident. We muft remember that Men,
biafled by Paffions and Prejudices, do often con-
found Good and Evil, and miftake the. greateft
Wickednefs for the greateft Merit, and the higheft
Merit for the higheft Wickednefs: Publick Maffa-
cres have been applauded, publick Incendiaries have
been fainted, publick Tyrants deified. While on the
other Side, publick Virtue has pafled for a publick
Crime, Truth for Blafphemy, and Chriftianity:
has been rewarded with Fire and Sword. So that
Men thus blind and perverfe do frequently entitle
Vice to the Blefling and Favour of &od, and Vir-

tue and Merit to his fevereft Judgments.
Where-ever therefore there is a great Compli-
cation of Crimes, and fom:times of great Crimes,
how can we diftinguith for which of them the
Judgment is fent, urlefs he that fends it declare
_the fame? If he fend it for more Crimes than
one, how fhall we diftinguith where he, who
only can, does not? And if the Judgment be
fent for one Sin only, by what certain Token can
we difcover it? If one Man hurt or difoblige
Twenty, in Twenty different Ways; rob One,
fteal fiom Another, deceive a Third, calumniate a
Fourth, wound a Fifth, hear falfe Witnefs againft
a Sixth, and fo on till he kas as many Enemies as
Crimes, and afterwards die by a Difafter or the
Law; every one of the Twenty will be apt to
' call
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call it a Judgment, and a particular Judgment,

- for the particylar Offence done to himfelf. Now

where is the Rule, by which certainly to know
either that this Man’s Death was a Judgment, or
to find out the certain Crime that brought it upon
him? Or is ever fuch a Rule like to be found,
as long as all Sorts of Evils befall all Sorts of
Men ? :

As to the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and
Earthquakes, that defltroyed fo many of the Gauls,
were they not the ufual Operations and Effe&ts of
Nature! And have they not been from the Be- -
ginning ? Have not whole Cities and Countries
been deftroyed by them ! And has not their im-
partial Fury been felt by the Good and the Bad,

~without Diftin&ion ! In deftroying Sterms by

Land and Sea, are the Wicked only overtaken ?,
And do not the Virtuous perith undiftinguithed
with the-latter ?  And are not juft Men, going
upon juft Expeditions, frequently overwhelmed by
them? And do not wicked Men, in wicked En-
terprizes, often efcape them? When an impetuous
Shock of an Earthquake overturns aCity, or opens
a devouring Chafm to fwallow itup; do the Dwel-
lings of the Righteous remain unmoved, and their
Perfons unhurt ! 4
Nor is it at all wonderful and uncommon, that
this ignorant Multitude, dfmayed by fo many and
fo alarming Misfortunes, thus fuddenly checked in
their Progrefs, at a great Diftance from Home,
befet with Enemies in an Enemy’s Country, un-
fkilled in the Phznomena of Nature, fuffering
many Calamities, and dreading more, fell intoa
Pannick ; and, having loft their Senfes, . attacked
one another, by a Miftake, in the Dark. Wicked
. Armies
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Armies have fallen into the like Terror upon the
Sight of an Eclipfe : And the fame unaccountable
Fear, but without the fame Effe&, feized the vic-
torious Macedonian Army of Alexander the Great,
the very N:ight before they fought one of their
greateft and moft fuccefsful Battles. And we have
ftill a much later Inftance at Home : At the Battle
of Nafeby, King Charles 1. who was in it, being
prefled by fome of his own People that were behind
them, bid them keep back ; which Words being
repcated by others to thole next them, and by
thefe to others, the Word back was catched up,
and running from Man ta Man through 2l the
Ranks, was underftood as a Sign to fly; and ac-
cordingly the Royal Army fled, and the Field was
Joft. And thus a Chance Word threw a whole
Army into a Pannick. None of the Royal Party
have yet told us, that this was 2 Judgment upon.
that King and his Caufe ; nor, I dare fay, would
they have believed the other Party, had the other
Party alledged that it was. :

Conlfidering all thefe Calamities and Loffes fuf-
fered by the Gauls, and the Confternation which
they were in, I fuppofe there was no great Miracle
in their being vanquithed by the Greeks, who were
now come together from all Parts, to fall furioufly
on a defeated Enemy. And as fmall is the Won-
der of Brennus’s killing himfelf : He wasa refolute
Man, and took this Method to cure himfelf of
that Grief and Difappointment which he could not
bear, and to preferve himfelf from falling alive into
the Hands of his Enemies, to whom he had given
a Right of ufing him very ill. .

Neither is it any thing furprizing that the reft,-
being to march through Enemies Countries, were, l)‘;

R '
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they paffed, fo diftreffed for want of Provifions, which
they were every where to fight for 5 fo incommoded at

Night by lodging mg/fly on the Ground in a Winter
a Manner haraffed and fallen

Seafon, and in fuc
uponwhere-ever they came by the People of thofe Coun~
tries through which they paffed, that what with Fa-
mine, Cold, and Sicknefs, and what with the Sword
of their Encmies, theywere all cut off and defiroyed.
All this Misfortune is thus fairly accounted for, and
the Thing is not uncommen.- The whole Nation
of the Cimbrians were deftroyed in’much greater
Numbers, when they left their old Habitations in
queft of new ; though it does not appear that they:
intended to rob Temples. And yet Xerxes deftroy-
ed and plunder’d all the idolatrous Temples in the
Eaft, except that of Diana at Epbefus, without
thriving the worfe for it. '

They were all cut off and deftroyed! for which
plain, natural, and neceflary Caufes are affigned ;
and yet it was a3 Judgment! Surely this is ftrange

and unaccountable ! Doubtlefs there were Degrees *

and great Differences of Guilt and Innocence
amongft Brennus’s Followers ; and why fhould they,
who were not all equally guilty, all equally fuffer ¥
Why fhould Subjeéts and Soldiers be punifhed fcr
the Sins of a Prince or a General ? Soldiers are
eften prefled into the Service, and rarely or never
know the Reafons of the Commander®s Orders 3
and it is Mutiny and Death to difobey him. And
Princes often run into wild Wars, without the

~ Confent of their Subje&s, and againft their Inte-

reft ; and yet if their Subjeéts oppofe them in it,
they are guilty of Refiftance, which is reckoned
Rebellion; a very terrible and crying Crime, to

. which



164 CATO’s LETTERS.

which the Judgment of God has been pronounced
due: And yet the Judgments of God, which
fometimes fall upon Princes for an unjuft War,
fall alfo upon their Subje&ts, who were utterly
guiltlefs of it. What ftrange Do&rine is this?
that everv Man in a Nation fhall fuffer for the
Sins of one Man,; whom they could not reftrain ;
or that any Man fhall fuffer for the Crimes of
another ? And that the beft Men in an Army or
a Nation fhall bear the Calamitics inflited upon
them for the Sins of the worft ; as if it were a
Crime in a good Man to live where his Lot has.
caft him, without his own Confent, next Door to
a wicked Man, or within Ten Miles of him

- This Paper, which I could make much longer,
grows already too long. T fhall conclpde with ob-
ferving, that we either apply God’s Judgments at
Random, without his Authority, always in Oppo-
fition to his Commands, and, for aught we know,
as often contrary to his Ends and Intention ; or
we de it out of Prejudices to Men and Opinions :

And by this we give Advantage to Infidels and

Men of no Religion, to reproach us with Pre-
fumption upon our own Principles, in meddling
with the fecret Councils of God, "in confounding
bis Mercy and Juftice, in making him a& capri-
cioufly, and in confounding one Religion with an-
other, the Good with the Bad, as if we thought
them all alike. Let us give no more ground for

this Reproach ; and as a Specimen of our Can--

dour-and equitable Judgment, let us own, in the
Inftance before us, that the Liberty, Profperity,
and Peace of the World, and, amongft the reft,
the Liberty of Greece, were Things fomewhat
S more

—_——
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more facred and inviolable than 4po/ls’s confecrated
Bawbles. ‘ '
: I am, &c.

P, §. The Story about King Charles I relate -
upon Memory, and may miftake in Names or
Circumftances. '

SATuRDAY, December 2, 1721. No. §5.

The Lawfulnefs of killing Julius Caefar confidered,
' and defended, againft Dr. Prideaux. '

S IR, )

I Shall, in this Paper, confider and difcufs a great

-4 Point; namely, Whether the Killing of Fulius
Czfar was a Virtue, or a Crime? And becaufe
Dr. Prideaux, who condemns it, does not only
fpeak his own Senfe, but that of a great Party, I
thall here tranfcribe what he fays of it.

‘¢ He was murdered in the Scnate-Houfe, by a
¢ Confpiracy of Senators. This was a moft bafe
4¢ and villainous A& ; and was the more fo, inthat
¢¢ the prime Authors of it, Marcus Brutus, Deci-
¢ mus Brutus, Caffius, and Trebonius, and fome
¢ others of them, were fuch as Czfar had in the
¢ higheft Manner obliged; yet it was executed

_ ¢ under the Notion of an high heroick Virtue,
¢¢ in thus freeing their Country from one whom
¢¢ they called 2 Tyrant; and there are not wanting
¢ fuch as are ready, even in our Days, to applaud
¢ the A&. - But divine Juftice declared itflf

‘¢ other-
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¢¢ otherwife in this Matter : For it purfued every
¢¢ one of them that were concerned herein with
¢ fuch a juft and remarkable Revenge, that they
¢ were every Manof them cut off in a fhort Time
¢¢ after, in a violent Manner, either by their own
¢¢ or other Mens Hands.” _

Thefe are the Do&or’s Words, and this his
Judgment, which is roundly paffed ; but how
juftly, I hope to make appear before I have ended
this Letter. He has not told us what it was, that,
in his Opinion, rendered the Perfon of Czfar fo
very inviolable. That Czfar had for his Title,
only Power and Succefs gained by Violence, and
all wicked Means, is moft certain. That the
acquiring and exercifing of Power by Force, is
Tyranny, is as certain; nor did ever any reafon-
able Man fay, that Succefs was a Proof of Right,
They who make the Perfon of Czfar facred, de-
clare the Perfon of a Tyrant, and an Ufurper to
be facred ; for no Man ever lived, to whom thofe
two Charaters do more notorioufly belong.  And
if all the Privileges and Impunity belonging to a
lawful Magiftrate, who prote&s his People, and
rules himfelf and them by Law, and their own
Confent, do alfo appertain to a lawlefs Intruder,
who is ftronger than all, by_being worfe than all;
and under the mock Name of a publick -Magi-
ftrate, is a publick Oppreffor, Scourge, Ufurper,
Executioner, and Plunderer ; then all thefe blef-
fed Confequences follow : That there is an utter
End of all publick and private Right and Wrong,
every Magiftrate may be a Tyrant, every Ty-
rant is a lawful Magiftrate ; it is unlawful to refift
the greateft human Evil ; the neceflary Means of
Self-Prcfervation arg unlawful ; though it be lawful

and

~
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and expedient to deftroy little Robbers, who have
as much Right, and more Innocence, than great
Ones, and who are only fo for Subfiftence ; yet
it is impious and unlawful to oppofe ércat Rob-
bers, who, out of Luft, Avarice, Cruelty, oc
Wantonnef(s, take away Life and Property, and
deftroy Nations at Pleafure : That real, great, and
general Mifchief, is defended by giving it a good
Name, by which he who commits it is protetted ;
Violence, Fraud, and Oppreffion, may be com-
mitted with Security, if they be but called Magi-
ftracy ; and the execrable Authors of them are not
only fafe, but facred, if they be but called Magi-
ftrates : Though it be unlawful to be a publick
Deftroyer andgMurderer, yet it is unlawful to de-

Atroy him; that is, it is unlawful to prevent or

punifh that which is moft impious and unlawful :
And, finally, that any Man who can opprefs and
enflave the World, and deftroy Nations, with the
moft and beft Men in them, may do all this with
Impunity. '

If Fulius.Czfar was a lawful Magiftrate, then
every Man who has Force and Villainy enough,
may make himfelf a lawful Magiftrate ; and law-
ful Magiftrates are, or may be made by Force and
Villainy. But if Magiftracy is not acquired by
overturning with the Sword all Law and Magi-
ftracy, then Fulius Czfar was no Magiftrate ; and
if he was not, how came he by the Rights and
Impunity with which lawful Magiftrates only aré
vefted ?

Againft any Man ufing unlawful Force, every
Man has a Right to ufe Force. - What Crimeé
would it have been in any Roman, or Body of
Romans, even withoutany Conuniffion from Rome,

- to
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to have flain Alarick, or Attila, or Bremnus, when
they invaded the Roman Territories? And what
more Right had Czfar than they ? In Truth, kis
-Crime was infinitely greater than theirs, as he ad-
‘ded the Sins of Ingratitude, Treachery, and Par-
ricide, to that of Ufurpation. The Goths -and -
Gauls did indeed violate the Laws of Nations, in
molefting and invading a Country, that owed
them neither Subje&ion nor Homage : But Czfar
violated the Laws of Nature, and of his Country,
by enflaving thofe whom he was ‘entrufted and
bound to defend.

Every body, I believe, will own, that when he
firft made War upon his Country, his Country had
-a Right to make War upon him; and to deftroy
him, who fought to deftroy them. How came
that Right to ceafe, after he had, by his Succefs
in Villainy and Ufurpation, added to his Crimes,
and ‘'made Death -ftill more his Due ? Or, is it
lawful to refift and kill a Robber before -he has
taken away your Money, but not after he has done
it? And does a Villain grow facred andinviolable,
by the mere Merit of completing his Villainy ? If
Cezfar had forfeited his Life, as he certainly had
by all the Laws of Rome ; why was it not law-
ful to take it away by the Hands of Thirty Men,
as by the Arms of Thirty Thoufand, and in the
Senate as well as in the Field ?

.The Reafon why one private Man muft not
kill another in Society, even when he does that
which deferves Death, is, that in Society no Man
muft be his own Judge, or take his own i’{cvengc;
but the more equitable Law muft give it him, and
there are Judges eftablithed for that Purpofe. But
if the Offender fet himfelf above the Law and the

: - : Judges,
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Judies, he leaves a Right to the Perfon injred to

feek Redrefs his own Way, and as he can get it.
Whoever puts himfelf in a State of War againft
me, gives me a Right of War againft him ; and
Violence is a proper Remedy for Violence, when
no other is left. ) .

That Right which, in the State of Nature,
every Man had, of repelling and revenging Inju-
ries, in fucha Manner as every Man thought beft,
is tramsferred to the Magiftrate, when Political
Societies are formed, and Magiftracy eftablifhed ;
but muft return to private Men again, when the
Society is diffolved : Which Diffolution may hap-
pen either through the natural Demife of the Per-
fons entrufted with the publick Authority, where
there is no Provifion made in the Conftitution for
others to fucceed them ; or when, by a fuperior
unlawful Force, they are reftrained from anfwer-
ing the great End of their Truft, in prote&ing

_the Innocent ; an End for which alone Men part

with their natural Rights, and become the Mem-
bers and Subjeéts of Society.

It is a moft wicked and abfurd Pofition, to fay,
that a whole People can ever be in fuch a Situa-
tion, as not to have a Right to defend and preferve
themfelves, when there is no other Power in Be-
ing to protect and defend them; and much more,
that they muft not oppofe a Tyrant, a Traytor,
an univerfal Robber, who, by Violence, Treache=
1y, Rapine, infinite Murders and Devaftations,
has deprived them of their legal Protection.

Now, that all thefe black Charatters belonged
to Cefar, isindifputable Fact ; nor was there ever.
a Traytor and a Tyrant in the World, if he was
not one. He broke, outrageoufly broke, every
< VOLQ II- _‘H Tyc .
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Tye that can bind a human Soul ; Honour, Vir-
tue, Religion, Law, Truft, Humanity, and every
Thing that is facred and valuable amongft Men.
He was a Subje& and Servant of the Reman Com-
monwealth, greatly honoured and trufted by it ;
he was a Senator and High Prieft ; he had been
Conful ; -he was General of one of its greateft Ar-
mies, Governor of one of its greateft and beft Pro-
vinces. All this Power and Credit, all. thefe
Offices and Forces, he turned, ungratefully, bar-
baroufly, and traiteroufly, upon his Mafters, and
made a Prey of his Country with its own Money ,
and Arms. ‘

. The Means by which he did this mighty and
confummate Evil, were fuitable to the End. He-
ftuck at nothing ; nor was any Pitch of Bafenefs
- too high or too low for him. He even fubmitted
his Perfon to infamous and unnatural Proftitution,
for the Ends of Ambition ; and from a Boy was
in every Fattion for embroiling and overturning
the State ; firft in the bloody Meafures of Marius;
afterwards in the more terrible Confpiracy of Ca-
tiline, to murder the Confuls and the Senate, to
burn Rome, and to enflave the Commonwealth :
And though be failed in that Confpiracy, he went
on confpiring ; he corrupted the People, and
headed Parties of Defperadoes, to frighten thofe
whom he could not bribe : He opprefled the Pro-
- vinces, and deftroyed their Inhabitants ; he robbed
the publick Temples ; he flaughtered the Armies
of the Republick ; he feized the publick Treafure;
at laft, he feized the World, and extinguithed its
Liberty. Hear the difmal Dread of the "Roman
Senate and People, upon that dreadful Occafion,
as the fame is defcribed by Lucan,

——Fuit
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vi—— Fuit hec menfura timoris,

Velle putant quodcunque poteft——

Omnia Czfar erat ; private curia vocis
Teftis adefl.  Sedere patres, cenfere parati,
Si regnum, fi templa fibi, jugulumque fenatus,

Exiliumgque petat. ,
) Lucan. Pharfal. 1. 3. v. 108,
Thus fell Rome, the Glory and Miftrefs of the

Earth, and the Earth with it, under the Yoke of

a Tyrant, whofe Parts encreafed his Guilt, and

.made him the more dreadful. From the number-

lefsMifchiefs which he had done to get Power,
the higheft were apprehended from him now he
was poflefled of it ; and it was not doubted, but he
would have proceeded to Maffacre and Conflagra--
tion, had he been provoked by Oppofition.

Namque ignibus atris
Creditur ut capte rapturus meenia Rome.
o Lucan. ut fupra, v.gg.

And therefore moft of the Senators were fled with
Pompey, and Rome was left defencelefs to the Sword
of the Ufurper. ' ' .
" What now had the Romans to do in this cala-
mitous Cafe, under this enormous Oppreflor ; ow-
ing them Duty and Allegiance as one of their own
Citizens, but, likea barbarous Conqueror and an

"Alien, holding them in Bonds with his Sword at

‘their Throats ! Law, Liberty, and Appeals, were
no more ! A Tyrant was their chief Magiftrate ;
his Will their only Law. Becaufe he had mur-
dered one half of the People, had he therefore a
Right to govern the reft ? And becaufe he had
robbed them of moft of their Property, were they
Ha2 ~ obliged
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obliged to give him the Remainder ? Does the
Succefs of a Criminal fan&ify his Crime, or are
Crimes fan&ified by their Greatnefs ? If only an
Intention to deftroy the State, was High Treafon
and Death ; how did the executing of that exe-
crable Intention become lawful Government, and
acquire a Right of Allegiance ?

' (} fay, what remained now to the Romans to be
done for Relief ? As tolegal Procefs againft Czfar,
there could-be none ; omnia Czfar erat ! Nor was
there any publick Force great enough to eppofe
him: He had before deftroyed or corrupted the
Armies of the Commonwealth. Or, if a new
Army could have been drawn together, ought an
Opportunity to have been given him to have de-
ftroyed that too? Or, was it lawful to kill him, and
Twenty or Thirty Thoufand Men with him, and
perhaps with the like Slaughter on the other Side,
and with the Lofs of the beft and braveft Romans
whom his Ambition had left unmurdered ; and
yet was it unlawful to kill him, without all this
Apparatus, Expence, and Mifchief ? Strange !
that the killing by Surprize a fingle Traytor and
Parricide, who had forfeited his Life by all the
Laws of God and Man, fhould be efteemed a
heinous and crying Crime ; and yet that the fur-
prizing and cutting to Picces a whole Army fthould
be reckoned heroick Virtue !

It was a known Maxim of Liberty amongft
the great, the wife, the free Antients, that a
Tyrant was a Beaft of Prey, which might be kil-
Jed by the Spear as well as by a fair Chace, in his
Court as well as in his Camp ; that every Man
had a Right to deftroy one who would deftroy all
"~ Men ; that no Law ought to be given him who

, : took
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took away all Law ; and that, like Hercules’s
Montters, it was glorious to rid the World of him,
whenever, and by what Means foever, it could be
done. ’

If ' we read the Stories of the moft celebrated
Heroes of Antiquity gMen of whom the prefent
World is not worthy) and confider the A&ions
that gained them their higheft Reverence and Re-
nown, and recommended their Names to Pofte-
rity with the moft Advantage ; we fhall find thofe -
in the firft Rank of Glory, who have refifted,
deftroyed, or expelled Tyrants and Ufurpers, the

. Pefts, the Burthens, and the Butchers of Man-~

kind. What can be more meritorious, what
more beneficent to the World, than the faving
of Millions of Men at the Expence of one grand
Murderer, one mercilefs and univerfal Plunderer ?
And can there be any better or other Recafon
given for the killing of any guilty Man, but the
preferving of the Innocent ? Indeed, an A&ion
fo glorious to thofe that did it, and fo benevolent
and advantageous to thofe for whom it was done,
could never have been cenfured in the World, if
there had not lived in all Ages abject Flatterers,
and fervile Creatures of Power, always prepared
to fanctify and abet any the moft enormous Wick-
ednefs, if it were gainful : And thefe- are they
who have often miiled good Men in the worft
Prejudices.

Timoleon, cne of the wifeft and moft virtuous
Men that ever blefied this Earth, fpent a long and
glorious Life in deftroying Tyrants ; he killed, or
caufed to be killed, his own Brother, when he -
could not perfuade. him ‘to lay down an ufurped
Power, and no other Means were left to fave his

- Hj3 Country
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Country. And if this Ation coft him afterwards
much Grief and Melancholy, it was owing to his
own tender Heart, and the Curfes and Reproaches
of a Mother otherwife indulgent. He was even
cenfured for this his Sorrow, as if it had got the
better of his Love to Mankind; and when he
at laft overcame it, he thewed that it was not oc-
cafioned for having flain a Tyrant, but his Bro-
ther ; for he immortalized the reft of his Life in
doirg nothing elfe but deftroying Tyrants, and re-
floring Libertv. , ,

But if the Killing Cefar were fo great a Crime,
how comes Catiline to be flill fo univerfally deteft-
ed, for only intending what Cz/ar accomplithed }
It is true, Czfar did not burn Reme; nor did he
fave it out of any Tendernefs to it, but faved it
for himfelf : He fpared Fire, only becaufe the
Sword was fufficient. I would here afk another
Queftion : If Oliver Cromwell had died by any
of the numerous Confpiracies formed to take away
bis Life ; would Pofterity have condemned the
A&ion for this Reafon alone, that it was done the
only Way that it could be done ?

But there is an Inftance in the Roman Hiftory,
that will fet this Matter yet in a fuller Light ;—it
is the Story of Spartacus, a Th acian Slave and

~Gladiator, who bid fair for being Lord of the
Roman World. He feems to me to have had per-
fonal Qualifications and Abilities, as great as thofe
of Cefar, without €Czfar’s Birth and Education,
and without the Meafure of Czfar’s Guilt. Forl
hope all Mankind will allow it a lefs Crime in any
Man to attempt to recover his own Liberty, than
wantonly and cruelly to deftroy the Liberty of his
Country, ) L
‘ It




-

CATO’s LETTERS. 1%

It is aftonifhing to confider, how a poor Slave,
from the Whip and the Chain, followed only by
about Seventy fugitive Gladiators, fhould begin a
Revolt from the moft powerful State that ever the
World faw ; fhould gather and form, by his
‘Courage and Deéxterity, a formidable Army ;
thould infpire Refolution and Fidelity into the very
Dregs of Mankind ; fhould qualify his fudden
Soldiers, compofed of Thieves and Vagabonds, to
face and defeat the Roman Legions, that were a
Terror to the World, and had conquered it ;
fhould keep together, without Pay or Authority,
a raw and lawlefs Rabble, till he had vanquithed
two Roman Armies, and one of them a Preto-
‘rian Army : And even when Crixius, his Fellow-
Commander, envying his Glory and Succefs, had
with@rawn from him, and carried with him a
great Number of his Forces, and was cut to Pieces
with Twenty Thoufand of his Men, by @, Arrius
the Prator, yet he ftill continued to conquer. He
beat that very Arrius that had killed Crixius ; he
defeated Lentulus the Conful ; he overcame L. GeX
liusy another Conful ; and in all likelihood, had
he not been weakened by the above Defection of
Crixius, he had beat Craffies too, and-feen himfelf
-Lord of Rome.

Now I would afk the Advocates of lawlefs
.Power, the Friends to the Life and Name of
CZzfar, Whether Spartacus, if he had fucceeded in
his laft Battle againft Cra/fis, had been lawful and
irrefiftible King of .Rome 2 And whether the Se~
nate and People of Rome, with the greateft Part of

« the known World, would have owed him Duty
and Allegiance ? Or, would he not have continued
ftill a Thief and a Robber? And if he had conti-

' H 4 , nued
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nued fo, then, by all the Laws of Nature and Self--
Prefervation, as well as by the municipal Laws of
every Country in the World, every Man was at
Liberty to feize him how he could, and to kill
him, if he refifted, or ran away.

Tell me, O ye unlimited S?;ves, ye Beafls of
lawlefs Power, ye loyal Levellers of Right and
Wrong ! how came Cefar by a better Title to
Dominion than Spartacus had, whofe Sword was as
good, though notquite fo profperous and deftruc-
tive, as Cefar’s ? Tell me where lav the Diffe-
rence between them, unlefs in their different Suc-
cefs ; and that Spartacus was as great a Man, but
Czfar a greater Traytor and Tyrant? '

deed, had Sir Robert Filmer, or any other of
the honeft and fage Difcoverers of Adam’s right
Heir, lived in thofe Days (as they have done fince,
-and plainly pointed him out) and complimented
Cezfar, as doubtlefs they would, with a lineal and
‘hereditary Title from £neas, wandering Prince of
Troy ; he might have been called the Lord’s A-
nointed, as well as others, and his Aflaffination
been accounted Rebellion, and worfe than the Sin
of Witcheraft. But as I do not find that Cefar,
"though he valued himfelf upon his Defcent from
the pious Trgjan Hero, did yet claim any diGato~
rial Right by Virtue of his illuftrious Parentage ;
1 have therefore taken Liberty to treat him as a
me(r}e Traytor, an Ufurper, and a Tyrant.

- : : I am, &c.

" 'SATUR-.
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SATURDAY, December g, 1721. No. 56,
A Vindication of Brutus for having killed Cafar.

§ IR, :

H AVING proved in my laft, I think unan-
{werably, that Czfar was rightly killed ;

will here enquire, whether Brutas and the other
Tyrannicides did right in killing him? And me-
thinks, if it has been fhewn that he ought to have
been flain, as an Enemy to every Roman Citizen,
and virtuous Man ; every Roman Citizen, and
every virtuous Man, had a Right to flay him. -

But fince there are in our World fo many little
and cramped Spirits, who dare not think out of
the vulgar Path, though ever fo crooked and dark,

~and perhaps firft ftruck out by Ignorance or

Fraud : Narrow Minds, which, locked up in re-
ceived Syftems, fee all Things through falfe Mir-
rors, and as they are reprefented by ftrong Preju-
dices, prevailing Cuftoms, and very often by Cor-
ruption-and Party-Intereft : I fhall, as I have Oc-
cafion, endeavour to difperfe thefe thick and de-
ceitful Mifts from before weak Eyes ; and fhal
confider the prefent Queftion, as well as all others
that come before me, as they appear in their own
Nature, independent on the Quirks of Pedants,
and the narrow Jurifdi¢tion of inferior Tribunals-
i fhall bring them before the great Tribunal of
Heaven ; and affert the Caufe of Liberty and
Truth, by Arguments deduced from Common-
Cenfe, and the common (I}_Iood of Mankind. - . h
P 5 )
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It is generally alledged againft Brutus, and fome
‘of thofe who joined with him in this great A&ipn,
that they were highly obliged by Czfar ; which
is a ftrange Objetion. ' How were they obliged ?
He gave %rutu: a Life, which he could not take
from him. without Murder ; and did a mighty
generous Thing in not murdering Bratus for de-
fending his Country, animated by his own virtu-
ous- Spirit, and the known Laws of Rome ! This
is the Obligation of a Highwayman, who, taking
away your Money, which is.all he wants, kindly
leaves you your Life. Are you obliged in Honour,
Confcience, or Common-Senfe, to fpare the Rob-
ber, becaufe he was not a Murderer? Qkr are you
obliged not to purfue and take him, and to kill
himy if he refufe to fubmit ? In Truth, Cefar was
one of the greateft Robbers and- Murderers that ever
lived: Every Man flain in that unjuft, bloody, and
unnatural %ar, which he wantonly and mali-
cioufly made upon. his Country, was murdered.:
And the World was the mighty Speil which he
gained by univerfal Murder and Rapine. He was,
in fhort, a Man fo confummately wicked, that

. the ftrongeft Words which you can ufe,. and the
bittereft I%'nﬁances which youw can bring;. to paint
out him and his A&tions, will be but faint, com-
pared to him and his- Ations.

- As to the Places and Favours conferred upon
Brutus, by Cafar; they were not Czfar’s, but
Rome’s. He was only rapti largitor. Cazfar had
no Right to the Publick, nor to difpofe of it, os
its Emcluments. It was all barefaced Ufurpa-
tion. Befides, when Favours of this, or any
kind, with-hold 2 Man from his Duty, they are
mifchievous Baits and Corruptions, and ought to
oL bind
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bind no Man, as they never will a virtuous Man :
And we fee how Brutus, who was the moft vir-
tuous Man upon Earth, underftood and difregarded

" them.

They were only the artful Shackles of a Ty-
rant, intended to bind the bold and free Mind of
Brutus to hisIntereft : But he, who owed no Al-~ -
legiance but to the Commonwealth, fcorned the
deceitful Smiles and Generofity of its Oppreflor ;
who was bribing him to be his Slave, with the

"Gifts and Offices of his Country, to which he

himfelf had no Title, but Brutus had every Title.
This therefore was a Piece of impudent Civility,
which Brutus could not but deteft, as it was a

‘fhameful and melancholy Proof of Cizfar’s Ty-
. ranny, and of his own and Rome’s Vaflalage.

They were hollow and deffrutive Favours ; it

“was High-Treafon to be the Authcr of them :

And was not Death fignally due to fuch High-
Treafon ! Brutus therefore made the propereft
Retumn.

Cezfar had ufurped the Roman World, and was
cantoning it out to his Creatures as became a Ty-
rant, and paying his perfonal Creatures with the

‘publick Bounty.  As the worft T'yrants muft have

fome Friend ; and as the beft Men.do them the

“moft Credit, and bring them the moft Support, if

fuch can be got ; Cz/far had Senfe enough to know,
that he could never buy Brutus too dear ; and fo
paid him great Court.  But Brutus faw the Ty-
rant’s Defign, and his awn Shame ; and every
Civility was a frefh Provccation. It was as if a.
Thief breaking into a.Houfe to rob a.Lady of hex
Jewels, fpoke thus to her.fon ; Si;,{ray permit me, -
or affift me, to cut your Mother’s Throat, and ﬁlzze
oer
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ber Treafure, and I will generoufly reward you with
your Life, and lend you one or two of her Diamonds to
Jparkle in as long as I think fit.  Could fuch a vil-
lainous Civility as this engage the Son, efpecially 2
virtuous Son, to any thing but Revenge? And
would not the only Way that he could take it, be
the beft Way?

Cefar took from Brutus his Liberty, and his le-
gal Title to his Life and his Eftate, and gave him
in lieu of it a precarious one during his own arbi-
trary Will and Pleafure : Upon the fame Terms
he gave him fome mercenary Employments, as
Hire for that great good Man’s Affiftance to fup-
port his Tyranny. Could the great and free Soul
of Brutus brook this ? Could Bratus be the Inftru-
“ment or Confederate of lawlefs Luft ? Brutus receive
Woages from an Oppreflor } That great, virtuous,
and popular Bratus ; who, if the Commonwealth
had fubfifted, might, from his Reputation, Birth,
Abilities, and his excellent Worth, have challenged -
the moft honourable and advantageous Offices in it,
without owing Thanks to Czfar.

So that the Injuries done by Cefar to Brutus
were great, heinous, and many ; and the Fa-
vours none.  All the Mercy thewn by Czfar was
Art and AffeQation, and pure Self-Love. He
had found in the Roman People fo univerfal a De-
teftation of the bloody Meafures of Marius, Cinna,
and Sylla : He faw the whole Empire fo reduced
and enervated by repeated Profcriptions and Maf-
facres, that he thought it his Intereft to eftablith
his new-erected Dominion by different Meafures 5
and to reconcile, by a falfe and hypocrital Shew
of Clemency, the’ Minds of Men, yet bleeding
with their late and former Wounds, to his Ufur-

' pation.
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‘pation. That Czfar, the ufurping and' deftruive

.Czfar, who had flaughtered Millions, and wan-
tonly made Havock of the human Race, had any
other Sort of Mercy, than the Mercy of Policy
‘and Deceit, will not be pretended by any Man,
that knows his and the Roman Story. ~ Brutus
‘therefore being the moft reverenced and popular
"Man in Rome, it became the Craft of the Tyrant
‘to make Brutus his Friend ; it was adding a Sort
of San&ity to a wicked Caufe : Whereas the
"Death of Brutus by Czfar, would have made Ce-
far odious and dreadful even amongft his own
Followers. , .

_ But it is faid, that Brutus fubmitted to Cz/far,
and was bound by his own A&. Here the Alle-
gation is true, but the Confequence falfe. Did
not Brutus fubmit to Czfar, as innocent Men are -
‘often forced to fubmit to the'Galleys, the Wheel,
and the Gibbet ? He fubmitted, as 2 Man robbed
and bound fubmits to a Houfe-breaker, who, with
a Piftol at his Heart, forces from him a Difcovery

. of his Treafure, and a Promife not to profecute

him. Such Engagements are not only void in
themfelves, but aggravate the Injury, and become
themfelves frefh Injurles. By the Law of Nature
and Reafon, as well as by the pofitive Inftitutions
of every Country, all Promifes, Bonds, or Qaths,,
extorted by Durefs, thatis, by unlawful Imprifon-
ments or Menaces, are not obligatory : It is, on
the contrary, a Crime to fulfil them ! becaufe an
‘Acquiefcence in the Impofitions of lawlefs Villains,,
is abetting lawlefs Villains. :
" Befides, it was not in the Power of Brutus to
alter his Allcgiance, which he had already engaged
to the Commonwealth, which had done nothing

to

-
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to forfeit the fame. For haw lawful foever it be
for Subjeéls to transfer their Obedience to a Con-
queror, in a foreign War, when the former Civil
Power can no longer prote&t them ; or to a new
© Magiftrate made by Confent, when the old had
forfeited or refigned : It is ridiculous to fuppofe,
that they can transfer it to a domeftick Traytor
and Robber, who is under the fame Ties and Al-
legiance with themfelves, and, by all A&s of Vio-
lence, Treafon, and Ufurpation, extorts a Sub-
miffion from his opprefled Mafters and Fellow-
Subjefts.—At leaft fuch Allegiance can never be
pre-engaged, whilft any Means in Nature are left
to rid the World of fuch a Monfter. '

It is a poor Charge againft Brutus, that Czfar
- intended him for his Heir and Succeflor.  Brutus
fcorned to fucceed a Tyrant: And what more
glorious for Brutus, than thus to own that the
dangerous and bewitching Profpe& of the greateft
Power that ever mortal %’Ian poflefled, could naot
fhake the firm and virtuous Heart of Brutus, nor
corrupt his Integrity ? To own that no petfonal
Confiderations, even the higheft upon Earth, could
reconcile him to a Tyrant ; and that he preferred
the Liberty of the World to the Empire of the
World !

The above Charges therefore againft Brutus can
hardly come from any but thofe, who, like the
profane and flavith Efau, would fell their Birth-
right for a Mefs of Pottzge; would facrifice their
Duty to their Intereft ; and, unconcerned what
becomes of the reft of Mankind, would promote
Tyranny, if they might but fhine in its Trap-
pings. But an honeft Mind, a Mind great and
virtuous, fcorns and hates all Ambition, but th‘;;

: o
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of doing Good to-Men, and to all Men ; it de-

fpifes momentary Riches, and ill-gotten: Power 5

it enjoys no vicious and hard-hearted Pleafures,
arifing from the Miferies of others : But it withes
and endeavours to procure impartial, diffufive, and
.univerfal Happinefs to the whole Earth.

This is the Charaéter of a great and good
Mind ;. and this was the great and fublime Soul of
‘the immostal Brutus.

From this Mention of the flippery and' dange-
rous Favours of Tyrants, I would juft obferve, as-
I go along, that, to any Man who values Virtue
or Liberty, Twenty Pounds a Year in a free

-Country, is preferable to the being Firft Mini-

fter to the Great Turk ; whofe Minifters, by their
.Station and Allegiance, are obliged to be Oppref-
fors, and are often rewarded with the Bow-ftring
for their moft faithful Services to their Matfter,
and for Services perhaps performed by his Coms
mand.

But to return to Brutus: He had oa his Side
the Law of Self-Prefervation, the Spirit of the
Roman Conflitutions, -and of thofe Laws of Li-
berty, which had fubfifted near Five Hundred
Years, but were now deftroyed by the Ufurper.
And during all thofe long and renowned Ages of
Liberty, the deftroying of Tyrants was ever ac-
counted Glory and Heroifm. And, asevery Law
of the Commonwealth was againft Czfar, who
‘was an open Enemy to the Commonwealth ; the
Commonwealth, and all its Laws, were for Bru-
tus, its greateft and beft Subject. Cezfar’s Laws
were none, and wosfe than none; but the whole
Life and A&ions of Brutus were agreeable to the
Conttitution of his Country. .
Suppofe

.
i
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Suppofe Brutus, having killed Cefar, had fuc-
ceeded him: He could not have been a greater
Ufurper than C#/far was. Andyet would he, in

“that Cafe, have been lefs facred and inviolable

than Cefar ? 1 hope the opprefling of Mankind
is not a lefs Crime than the killing of their Op-
preflor.

Our Brutus could not have greater Ties of Af-
feGion to the Tyrant Cezfar, who ufurped Rome,
and deftroyed its Liberties, than the elder Brutus
had to his own Sons, whom he put to Death, for
a Plot to reftore the Tyrant Tarqum, a thoufand
times more innocent than Cefar : Asid as to the
fudden Manner of putting him to Death, Mutius

" Scavola is immortalized for a bold Attempt, to kill
" by Surprize the Tufcan King Por[enna, who was a
foreign Fnemy, making unjuft War upon Rome,
to reftore Tarquin : And the like Immortality is
beftowed upon Fudith, for killing Holofernes de-
ceitfully, when it could be done no other Way.
Now both thefe Men were publick Enemies ; but
neither of them a publick Traytor: Cefar was
both ; and dolus an virtus quis in hofle requirat ?
Woas ever Aratus mentioned with Reproach, er
does Dr. Prideaux mention him with Reproach,
for furprizing and expelling Nicocles, Tyrant of
Sitcyon 5 or has he not gained deathlefs Fame by
that worthy A&ion? And how comes the little
Tyrant Nicocles to be lefs facred than the great
Tyrant Cefar, who did Millions of Mifchiefs
more than Nicocles ? '

Let us now fee what Dr. Prideaux fays of Ce-
Jar  After having told us, that be was excited by
Ambition and Malice ; that he juftly had for the Re-
ward thereof that Deftruction by -which he fell ;

: the
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the Do&or adds thefe Words: ¢ He is faid to
¢ have flain Eleven Hundred and Ninety-Two
¢¢ Thoufand Men ; which proves him to have
¢¢ been a terrible Scourge in the Hand of God, for
¢¢ the Punifhment of the Wickednefs of that Age.
¢¢ —And, confequently, he is to be reputed the
¢ preateft Peft and Plague that Mankind had
¢ therein : But notwithftanding this, his Actions
¢ have with many acquired great Glory to his
¢¢ Name: Whereas true Glory is due only to
¢¢ thofe who benefit, not to thofe who deftroy,
¢¢ Mankind.” ’ )
. All thisis honeftly and juftly fuid ;. but I cannot
reconcile it to what he has faid before, about the
Death of that Deftroyer. Sure, upon his own
Principles, never was true Glory more due to any
mortal Man, than to Brutus ! His Life and Stu-
dies were laid out in doing Good to Mankind 3
whereas Ceefar was .indeed the greateft Peft and
Plague that Mankind had. For, befides all the
Wickednefs that he did with his own wicked
Hands and Counfels, -he fruftrated all the Purpofes,,
Virtue, and Bravery, of the old Romans, in efta-
blithing Liberty, and in conquering, polithing,
and fetting free great Part of the barbarous World.
All the Battles that they fought, were fought for
him ; all the Blood that they fpilt, was fpilt for
him. Cefar took all, and overturned all. Be-
fides, all the numberefs and heavy Mifchiefs that
the Roman World fuffered from fucceeding Ty-
Tants, were, in agreat Meafure, owing to Czfar,
who eftablithed a Government by Tyrants. He
was in this Senfe the Author of all the Barbarity,
Rapine, and Butcheries, brought upon the Em-
pire, by the Geths, Huns, Vandals, and other Bar-
: barians,
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barians, who eafily maftered an Empire, weakened,
and already almoft deftroyed, by the Folly, Mad-
nefs, Cruelty, and Prodigality, of the Imperial
Tyrants, his Succeffors.

The Do&tor takes Notice, that Caffies Parmen-
Jfisy being the only remaining Tyrannicide, was
Eut to Death by the Command of Auguffus. And

e obferves upon it, that Murder feldom efcapes
the vindi&tive Hand df God, and efpecially the
Murder of Princes. All this may be true; and
yet, What is all this to Fulius Czfar 2 If Cefar
was a Prince, any Robber or Murderer that has
Force and Villainy enough, may be a Prince;
and Blood, and Wounds, and Treafon, confti-
tute a Prince. Every Soldier in Cefar’s Army
bhad as good a Right to the Government of Rome,
as Czfar had. Was his Stylelike that of a Prince,
or the Father of his Country, when he told his
Soldiers, according to Petronius, and agreeably to
what he did afterwards ;

Ite furentes,
Ite mei comites, & caufam dicite ferro.
Judice fortuna cadat alea : Sumite bellum
Inter tot fortes armatus nefcio vinci. '

Was not this fetting up open Violence and the
Sword for a Title? If Rob Roy had conquered
Scotland, with his' barbarous Highland Hoft ;
would he have been a Prince, Prince of Scotland 2
Was Cromwell a Prince ! And would Maffianella
and Fack Straw, had they fucceeded, have been
Princes? .

As to Cefar’s Parts, they added vaftly to his
Crimes, and were, as he applied them, only a
great Capacity to do great Mifchief.. Curfe on bis

Virtues,
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Virtues, they have undone bis Country! Befides, there
were doubtlefs many Men in Rome who had equal
Parts, and infinitely more Merit. Brutus particu-
larly had.—The Devil has much greater Abilities
than Cezfar had, and is alfo a Prince, a very great
Prince; the Executioner of God’s Vengeance too,
the greateft Executioner : And yet are we not ex-
prefly commanded to refift him? The Plague is
often the Inftrument of God’s Judgment ; are we
therefore not to refift the Plague, by proper Diet
and Antidotes ? The Bite of an Adder may be the
Judgment of God; Is it therefore a Sin to tread
upon the Adder’s Hcad, and kill him? QOrare An-
tidotcs againft all other Plagues lawful ; but none
lawful againft the worft, the moft lafting and de-
ftruflive of all Plagues, the Plague of Tyranny?

Or. is an Adder lefs facred that a Tyrant? And’

why ? I hope God made Adders as well as Czfar,
A Storm may be a Judgment ; muft we not there-
fore difcharge a great Gun againft it, in order to
difperfe it? Qr pray how comes one Sort of the
Inftruments of God’s Judgment to be more facred
than another ? I am fure, God detefts Tyrants ;
and if they be God’s Minifters, fo are Plagues and
Serpents, and fo is Satan himfelf. »

Brutus was one of the propereft Perfons to kill
Cafar ; as he was of all the Men in Rome the
moft reverenced and popular. His Wifdom, and
Virtue, and Publick Spirit, were known and ado-
red : The Confent of the Senate, and of all good
Men, was with him ; none but the proftitute
Creatures of Power, and thofe that ambitioufly
fought it, with their deceived and hireling Fol-
lowers, condemned him ; ‘nor durft even they at
firft.  But Brutus, out of his too great Good_neis

. ')n

\
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and Generofity, fpared Anthony, who ought to have
accompanied Cefar. But while the wild Anthony
remained, the Root of the Evil was not quite
plucked up. He began a new War upon his
Country. The Senate, however, declared for the
Tyrannicides ; declared Mark Anthony. a publick
Enemy for making War upon Decimus Brutusy
who was one of them ; and fent both the Confuls
with an Army againft Anthony, in Defence of Bru-
tus : And had it not been for the treacherous and
ungrateful young Cezfar, the Commonwealth
would have been, in all Likelihood, thoroughly
eftablithed. But this young Traytor, like his
Uncle Fulius, turned the Arms of the Common-
wealth upon the Commonwealth, and joined with
its Enemy Mark Anthony to opprefs it.-

The terrible Proceedings and blcody Profcrip-
tions that followed this Agreement are well known.
Nor is it at all ftrange, that not one of the Tyran-
nicides furvived the Civil War, or died a natural
Death. They were almoft all Soldiers and Com-
manders, and were either moftly flain in Battle;
or by the Command of the Conquerors: Their
Enemies got the better, and they had no where to
fly to. The World was poflefled by the Ufur-
pers. If Brutus and Caffius killed themfelves, ra-
ther than fall into their Enemies Hands, and adorn .
the Triumphs of fuccefsful Traytors ; feveral of
the Chiefs of the other Party did alfo kill them-
felves during the War ; particularly Dolabella, and
many of the Principals of his Party at Antiech,
when Caffius befieged them there. Was this allo
a Judgment ?

Brutus and Caffius killed themfelves! What
then ? Was it not done like Romans, like -virtumlx(:
. : o
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©ld Romans, thus to prefer Death to Slavery ? It
was a Roman Spirit; and thofe who poffefled it,
did as much difdain to be Tyrants, as to fubmit
to Tyranny ; a Spirit that fcorned an ignominious
Life, held only at the Mercy of an Ufurper, or
by flattering his Villainy, and abetting his Ufurpa-
tions ; and a Spirit, which thofe that want it can
never admire. Great Souls are not comprehended
by Small ! It is undoubtedly true, that by the
Precepts of Chriftianity we are not at Liberty to
difpofe of our own Lives; but are to wait for the
Call of Heaven to alleviate or end our Calamities :
But the Romans had no other Laws to a& by, but
the natural Diates of uncorrupted Reafon. I
call upon the great Pretenders to Philofophy and
refined Morals, to affign one fair Reafon, why a
Roman, why Brutus and Caffius, fhould prefer a
miiferable Life to an honourable Death ; fhould
bear Vaflalage, Chains, and Tortures of Body or
Mind, when all thofe Evils were to be avoided by
doing only that, which, by the Courfe of Nature,
every Man muft foon do. It is better not to be,
than to be unhappy ; and the fevereft Judgment
on the Wicked is, that they fhall live for ever,
and can never end their Miferies : Much lefs can
it be any Service to Society, to keep alive by Art
or Force a melancholy, miferable, and ufelefs
Member, grown perhaps burthenfome too by Age
and Infirmities.

In this Light we muft view the Actions of the
old Romans, guided only by Nature, and unre-
ftrained from Suicide by any Principles of their
Religion. We find, on the contrary, in Hiftory,
many Examples of the great and magnanimous
Heroes of Antiquity, choofing voluntary De:;th,

. often
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often in the midft of Health, with the greateft
Calmnefs of Mind ; fometimes from Satiety of
Life and Glory, either when they could gain no
more, or apprehending that the future Caprices of
unconftant Fortune might fully the paft; and
oftener ftill, to avoid fubmitting to Difgrace and
Servitude.

A voluntary Death from fuch Motives as thefe,
was, among the Antients, one of the Paths to
Immortality ; and, under certain Circumftances,
none but mean and abje& Minds declined it. Ro-
man Ladies often chofe it. Clegpatra, Queen of
Egypt, chofe a long premeditated Death, rather
than be led Captive to Rome. And when Pz;‘[em
fent to P. Emilius, befeeching him with all Ear-
neftnefs, That fo great a Prince, late Lord of
Meacedon, and good Part of Greece, might not be
led, like a Slave, in Chains at his Chariot Wheel,
to grace his Triumph ; he received this thort An-
fwer, That it was in his own Power to prevent it :
Thus fignifying to him, that he deferved the Dif~
grace, if he would live to bear it.

Even under the Difpenfations of a new Reli-
gion, which God Almighty condefcended perfo-
nally to teach Mankind ; Human Nature has pre-
vailed fo far over revealed Truths, that in Multi-
tudes of Inftances a voluntary Death is approved,
at leaft not condemned, by almoft the greateft
Part of the World, Men ‘in extreme Pain and °
Agonies do often refufe Phyfick, and the Means
of preferving their Lives, Days, Weeks, and
Months longer. Men in lingering and defperate
Diftempers go, uncalled, to mount a Breach ina
Siege, or into the midft of the Battle, to meet
certain Death. Great Commanders have done

the
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the fame, when the Day went againft them, ra-
ther than furvive being beaten. Commanders of
Ships have blown up themfelves and their Ships,

. rather than be the Prey of the Conqueror. Towns -

befieged, when they could defend themfelves no
longer, have firft burnt their Town, then preci-
pitated themfelves defperately amongft their Ene-
mies, to procure an honourable Death and Re-
venge.. Even common Malefators often choofe
to die, rather than difcover their Accomplices; and
always get Credit by doing fo. And the Stories
of the Decii, of Celanus, of the Great Cats, and
even of Otho, and many other of the great Ex-

-amples of Antiquity, made immortal by this A&
of antient Heroifm, are ftill read with Admira- ~

tion. o

I fhall, for a Conclufion of this long Paper, give
my Readers the Sentiments of the excellent %’Ir..
Cowley, concerning Brutus and Cefar, in his Ode
intitled BRUTU S.

Can we fland by and fee
Qur Mother robb’d, and bound, and ravih’d be,
. Xet not to her Affiftance fiir,
Pleas’dwith the Strength and Beauty of the Ravifber ?

- Or fball we fear to kill bim, if before

The cancell’d Name of Friend be bore ?
Ingrateful Brutus do they call ? .
Ingrateful Ceefar, who could Rome inthral ¥
- An A& more barbarous and unnatural
(In th exact Balance of true Virtue try’d)

Than bis Succeffor Nero’s Parricide |
® X K K K K K ¥ K k%
WWhat Mercy could the Tyrant’s Life deferve
From him who kill'd him[elf rather szar:'r Jerve ?*
*
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* % *® %X ¥ ¥ K X ¥ * *

What oy can buman Things to us afford,
When we [ee perifb thus by odd Events,
By ill Men and wretched Accidents,
The beft Caufe, and beft Manthat ever drewa Sword?
en we fee ‘ ,
The falfe O&avius and wild Anthony,
Gad-like Brutus ! conquer Thee ?
G Iam, &e.

SAT URDAY, December 16, 1721. No. 57.
Of faife Honour, publick and private.

S IR, :
I Have more than once complained in thefe Let-
ters, that the beft Things being moft abufed are
capable of doing the greateft Harm: Nor is it a
new Obfervation, whatever new QOccafion there
may be, at all Times, to repeat it. Men have
been ever deceived by good Names into-an Appro-
bation of ill Things, fanétified by thefe Names.
Impofture and Delufion have been called Religion,
and thought fo ; Oppreflion and Rapine have been
called Government, and efteemed Geovernment.
Teachers have degenerated into Deceivers, Sub-
miffion into Slavery, Taxation into Plundering,
Prote&ion into Deftruéion, and Magiftrates into
Murderers, without changing their Names: Power
and Right have been ever confounded ; and Suc-
cefs, or the want of Succefs, has turned Villainy
into Virtue, and Virtue into Villainy. :

Hence
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* Henceitis that little Crimes and fmall Crimi-
nals have been detefted and punithed, while great
Malefa&tors have been generally reverenced and
obeyed : and that little Rogues have been called
Thieves, and hanged ; and great Thieves have
been ftiled Conquerors and Princes, and fometimes
deified. Your Alexanders and Czfars were only
Felons above the Gallows; and fo have been
many others of muchlefs Figure than they. Great
‘Crimes prote& themfelves, and one another ; fo
that, in effe®, Crimes are not always punithed
becaufe they are Crimes, but becaufe they are not
‘mighty Crimes : Nor, in the infliting of Punifh-
‘ments, has-the Offence or the Offender been con-
fidered, but only the Figure of the Offender;
who, if he were poor and neceflitous, has been
put to Death ; if great and ambitious, has be:n
protected or preferred. And thus it is, that Hal-
‘ters and Garters, Axes and White Staves, Palaces
and Dungeons, have been often miferably con- -
-founded and mifplaced. :

Thus are th¢ Boundaries and Diflin&ion be-
tween Good and Evil almoft loft in the World.
To illuftrate this in every Inftance that deferves
Tlluftration, would be to write a Folio inftead of
a Letter ; at prefent I fhall confine myfelf to the
Confideration of falfe Honour, which has done
‘'much more Mifchief to Mankind than ever real
Honour did Good, as it is more conducing to the
little perfonal Gratifications, and the crooked Self-
Ends of particular Men. ’

True Honour is an Attachment to honeft and
beneficent Principles, and a good Reputation ; and
‘prompts a Man to do Good to others, and indeed

to all Men, at his own Coft, Pains, or Peril.

Vor. II. 1 Faife
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-Falfe Honour is a Pretence to this Chara&er, but
does Things that deftroy it: And the Abufe of
Honour is called Honour, by thofe who from that
good Word borrow Credit to a& bafely, rafbly, or
foolifhly.
A Man cannot a& honourably in a bad Caufe.
That he thinks it a good Caufe, is not a good
Excufe ; for Folly and Miftake is not Honour:
Nor is it a better Excufe, that he is engaged in it,
and has pledged his Faith to fupport it, and a& for
it ; for this is to engage his Honour againft Ho-
.nour, and to lift his Faithina War againft Truth.
To fay that he is alhamed to defert it, is to fay
¢hat he is athamed to do an honeft Thing; and
that he prefers falfe Shame to true Honour, which
engages the Man that poffefles it to hate and break
all criminal Engagements. If a Man enter into
a Party or Society, becaufe he thinks it an honeft
Society ; is he obliged to continue in it, when he
finds it a Society of Knaves? And does his Ho-
nour oblige him to be a Knave too, or to defert
thofe thatare Knaves? Or, does a Robber, who
Jeaves the Gang, violate his Honour, which was
only an Obligation to rob? '
A good Confcience, an honeft Heart, and clean
Hands, are infeparable from true Honour ; nor
does true Honour teach any Man to a&t againft
his Judgment. It muft be convinced before it
a&s, and mere Authority has no Weight with it.
In human Matters, it does not confider what is
commanded, but what ought to be commanded ;
and before it executes an Injunétion, enquires whe-
ther the fame be rational and jut. When fupe-
rior Orders are unjuft, the Honour of Obedience
_is taken away ; for Honour is not the Inftrument
' of
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of Evil ; it s therefore falfe and pretended Honour,
to execute and vindicate a bad A&ion by an unjuft
Command. Indeed, no Command of any Con-
fequence ought to be obeyed, but what is or ought
to be Law, and is not forbidden by any Law.

But this is only Reafoning, which has but little
Force with Men when it combats their Intercft
and worft Paffions. To them therefore who fol-
low the Guides of Gain and Ambition, what
have here faid is not addrefled ; but to thofe who,,
contrary to their Intereft, follow and approve
others whofe only Principle is Intereft. ‘

Falfe Honour has more Power over Men than
Laws have ; and thofe who defpife all the Ties of
Laws, and of Religion and Humanity, are often
very exa& in obferving all the fantaftical and
wicked Rules of falfe Honour. There are no
Debts fo punétually paid as thofe contralted at
Play : though there are exprefs Laws againft Play,.
and againft "paying of Money won at Play ; nay,
’tis penal to pay fuch Debts. And yet thole that
are thus exaét in paying to their own Ruin, and
in Defiance of Law, whatever Debts they con-
tra& to avowed Sharpers, who live by cheating
and picking Pockets, and are the Deftru&ion of
Families, and a publick Nuifance: I fay, thofe
Men thus exaét in Unrighteoufnefs and their own
Wrong, fhall run in Debt to honcft Tradefmen,
without any Purpofe of paying them, and, uncon-~
cerned, fee them broke, imprifoned, and undone,
for want of fuch Payment. So lawlefly juft are
they to Rogues that ruin them, and fo barbaroufly
unjuft to induftrious and credulous Men, who feed
and clothe them !

' ‘12 Is

-
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Is this Honour ! What Dupes are we to Words
and to our own Vice and Folly ! It is but fmall
Comfort to us, that this voluntary Madnefs pre-
vailed of old amongft our barbarous German An-
ceftors ; of whofe diftracted Propenfity to Gaming
Tacitus gives us this aftonifhing Account : Aleam
Jobrit inter feria exercent, tanta lucrandi perdendive
temeritate, ut cum opmia defecerunt, extremo ac no-
;wz'mo jaltu, de libertate & de corpore contendant.

16us voluntariam [ervitutem adit, quamvis junior,
guamvis robuftior, adligari [e ac venire patitur. Ea
¢ft inre prava pervicacia : ipfi fidem vocant.

¢¢ Gaming is one of their moft ferious £mploy-
€ ments, and even fober they are Gamefters!
¢¢ To this rath Vice they are fo violently addi&-
¢¢ ed, that when they have wantonly loft all, -
¢ they have notdone, but defperately ftake their
¢ Liberty and their Perfons upon the laft Throw.
$¢ The Lofer goes calmly into Bondage ; and
¢ though the younger and the ftronger, fuffers
¢¢ himfelf tamely to be bound and fold by him that
$¢ wins  Such is their vicicus Perfeverance in
%¢ Folly ! they themfelves call it Honour.

Our modern Gamefters do not indeed go quite
this Length ; they only fell themfelves, with their
Families and Pofterity, to Beggarv : Foras to their
Bodies, no body will ftake any Thing againft them.
But in Point of Honour, in Gaming, we ftill re-
tain the Strictnefs of thefe our polite Anceftors at
Play, and generoufly pay to the laft Morfel of
Bread, and venture Famine rather than a Dun
from one that has foiled us at the Art of picking
Pockets. = As to other Duns, honeft and necef-
fitous Duns, we matter them not; and Debts ;i'

T
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real Honour and Confcienc, do not at all touch
our Honour.

* Thus is Honour fet up againft Virtue and Law.
‘Good Laws not executed are worfe than none,
and only teach Men to defpife Law: whereas
Reverence and Obedience go together. No Law
will or can ever be executed by inferior Magi-
ftrates, while the Breach of it is openly encouraged
by the Example of fuperior. Does any Man
think that the beft Laws, even infpired Laws,
againft Duelling, would have any Effe&t, if there -
was at the fame Time a Duelling-Office kept
open at St. Fames’s ! The Example of thofe that
fhould execute Laws, or fce them executed, is
ftronger than the Authority of thofe that make
them. The Example of Vefpafian did more to-"
wards the Reftraint of Luxury, than all the fump-
tuary Laws of Rome could do till his Time. Prz-
cipuus adftricti moris aultor Vefpafianus fuit. Obfe~
guium inde in principem, & amulandi amor, validior:
quam pana ex legibus & metus. ¢ Vefpafian was

“*¢ himfelf 2 fpecial Inftance and Auther of Tem-

¢¢ perance and Frugality. From hence grew in
¢¢ the Pecple a. Reverence for the Example of
¢ the Prince, and an Emulation to conform
¢ their Manners to his ; —a- Tie much ftronger
¢ than the Dread of Laws and all their Penal-
¢¢ ties.

It is moreover become a mighty Piece of Ho-
nour to repair one Crime by another, and a worfe ;
and when one has done you an Injury, he muft,
by the Rules of Honour, glght to defend it. Hav-
ing affronted or harmed you, céntrary to Juftice
and Honour, he makes you Satisfattion by taking
away your Life, according to the Impulfes of true

. % 3 Honourj
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Honour; f here is a War of Honour againft Ho-

Enor, afier Couvidlion, and not to chenze a bad
Relicion %or a better. To have been born in a
certain Faith, Is jult «s gned Senfe as to havebeen
boina Lawyer or Mathematician 3 and yet that
fame is offen’ the beft and trueft Reafon againft
Ciange ! And thercfore we often adhere againit
all our Reafon, to what others faid or did for us
without our Confent, and when we had no Rea-
fon. Becaufe perha;s fome People promifid for us
when we were a Day old, that we fhould Forty
Years afterwards, and all our Life, count Beads,
- worfhip unfavoury Bones, be governed by Decei-
-vers, and believe Contradictions ; are we therefore
obliged to do all this, though we find it to be againft
all Religion? Muft we be Hypcerites, becaufe our
‘Anceftors were Fools? Are old Falthoods and
Fooleries the Standard of our Honour ? Are we
never to mend a wretched Condition, and never
to make ufe of our Confcience? If fo, then here
is 2 War of Honour againft Confcience, a War of
Faith againft Belief, and a War of Religion againft
Perfuafion ! T ‘
Another Piece of falfe Honour has fometimes
been that of ferving a Prince at the Experce of
one’s Country, though the ferving of that Coun.
try was the only Duty and only Bufinefs of the
Prince, and of every Man in Office under him.
But this, though a Truth as felf-evident as any in
the Bible, has been fo little underftood or pra&tifed,
that the wicked Execution of impious Engage-
ments made to a Tyrant, againft thofe made to
Society, has been called Honour. And it has fre-
: - : quently
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quently heen the Honour of a Courtier, to execute.
all the ill Purpofes of a Court againft his Coun-
try. And here was the War of Honour againft
Duty. ‘

The Honour of a Party is to adhere to one an-
other, right or wrong ; and though their Chief
be a Knave and a Traytor, their Honour is en-
gaged to be honeft to him in all his Rogueries and
Treafon. And this is a War of Honour againit
Honetty. ' :

The Honour and dona fide of fome Princes have
been of that odd and unprincely Contexture, that
they were never once reftrained by the fame, from
deceiving, plaguing, invading, robbing, and ufurp-
ing upon their Neighbours, and doing Things
which would have entitled a plain Subje& to the
Gibbet. Their Honour feems to have been deeply
concerned to have no Honour : And though their
Faith was engaged to prote€t their Subjedls ; yet
their Honour, on the other Side, was engaged to

- pillage and enflave them. - And herc grew the

Royal War of Honour againft Faith and Equity I’
- How many peaceable Naticns have been robbed,
how many Millions of Innocents butchered, out
of mere Honour, princely Honour? This Ho-
nour is indeed fo wild, mifchievous, and extrava-
gant, that Words, the moft warm and fignificant
Words, fail in defcribing it. I fhall therefore fub-
join a few Inftances of its Spirit, and conclude.
His Grace, Villiers, firft Duke of Buckingham,
engaged his Country in Two mad Wars at once .
with the Two greateft Powers in Europe, becaufe
his Honour had fuffered a Rebuff in his Attempts
to debauch Two great foreign Ladies. Europe was
to be embroiled ; Lives, Treafure, and the Safe:)yf

I4
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of Kingdoms to be rifqued and thrown away,
to vindicate, forfooth, his Grace’s debauched Ho-
nour.

Cambyfes, to revenge an Affront put ‘upon his
Father many Years before by an Egyptian King,
in the Bufinefs of fending him a Wife, involved
the World in a Flame of War ; and at the Ex-
pence of perhaps a Million of Lives, and the De-
ftru&ion of Kingdoms, did at laft heroically vin-
dicate his Father’s Honour and his own, upon the
Rones of a dead King, whom he caufed to be dug
;p, and, after many Indignities, caft into the

ire. .

White Elephants are rare in Nature, and fo
greatly valued in the Jndies, that the King of Pegu
hearing that the King of Siam had got Two, fent
an Embafly .in Form, to defire one of them of
his Royal Brother, at any Price : But being refu-
fed, he thought his Honour concerned to wage
War for fo great an Affront. So he entered Siam
with a vaft Army, and with the Lofs of Five
Hundred Thoufand of his own Men, and the
Dcftru&@ion of as many of the Siamefes, he made
himfelf Mafter of the Elephant, and retrieved his
Honour. i

Darius (I think it was Darius the Mede) found
his Honour concerned to chaftife the Scythians for
having invaded 4fiz a Hundred and Thirty Years
before; and loft a great Army to vindicate his
Honour, which yet was not vindicated ; that is,
he mifled the white Elephant. For,

In fhort, Honour and Viory are generally no
more than white Elephants ; and for white Ele-
phants the moft deftru&tive Wars have been often
made. 'What Man free, cither by Birth or Spirit,
- . could,
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a late French Reign he frequently might behold,a
Swarm of flavith Frenchmen, in wooden Shoes,,
with hungry Bellies, and no Cloaths, dancing
round a Maypole, becaufe their Grand Momarque,,
at the Expence ofa Million of their Money, and
Thirty or Forty Thoufand Lives, bad acquired a
white Elephant, or, in other Wards, gained a
Town or Viory ? .

Inftances are endlefs, or elfe I could name other
People, who have employed themfelves feverak
Years in catching white Elephants by Sea and
LanGd; but I am in bafte to conclude. .

I am, &c.

SATURDAY, December 23, 1721. No. 58.‘ :

Letter from a Lady, with an Anfwer, absut Love,
Marriage, and Settlements. :

7¢ CATO.

S IR, . '

THOUGH Love, abftralted from Marriage, .

& isaSubject too low for a Statefman, a Politi~
_ cian, and I might add a Philofopher ; yet as it re-

- lates to that Holy State (as-our Chureh is pleafed

to call it) it is worthy the greateft Notice; for
though many take upon them to ridicule all law-
ful and honourable Love, and Marriage, which
crowns and proves it, yet I will venture to affirm,
that hardly any Perfon lives a long Life without

I - deliog
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defiring at fome Part of it to enter into that State:
It islike Religion, implanted in our Natures ; and
all Men have a Notion that ’tis the Way to Hap-
pinefs, though all do not pratifeit: The Reafons

“of this Want of Pra&tice are many ; befides the

Degeneracy of humman Nature, the Imperfe&ions
of both Sexes make them afraid of fo clofe an
Affinity ; the Want of Conftancy in the Male
Sex, and, above all, the Love of Money in both,
is the greateft Scandal and Hindrance to this moft
Honourable State in Life.

- I ‘cannot excufe either Sex (thouglr by this
Time, both from my Subje& and handling of
it, you will guefs me to be of the weakeft) frem
this laft Vice, the Love of Money ; and I might
add to it Ambition ; for it feems to me grown the
Rule of Marriage, there being few Allianees con-~
trated of late Years, but where this is the chief
Motive on the Man’s Side, and almoft fo on the
Woman’s: No Wonder the Ladies fhould have
Catched the Vice ; for when a Woman finds her-
felf flighted for no other Want but that of a large
Fortune, the muft needs think it worth purchafing

" at any Rate, and neglect all other Merit as ufe-
lefs.

I do not pretend to fay that Virtue and Merit,
in our Sex, is to be met with in every Corner of
the Streets, as I am too fenfible the contrary is ;
but fure Iam it is to be found, and Judgment was

iven to the Men in order to diftinguith it. But,

%y your Sex, is Money then to be defpifed } Muft:

. tlge: contrary be fought ? And has a Lady lefs Me--
xit for having a large Fortune? Not always, “but’
indeed too often ; nay, nothing can hinder it but
natural- good Senfe and Temper, joined to gcreat

S 2 are
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Care taken in the Education ; without that a fu-
perior Fortune makes a worfe Woman, confe-
quently a worfe Wife. .
Iwas led into this Thought, and which occa-
fioned this Letter, by a Difappointment that a
young Lady I had a Friendfhip for met with lately,
with relation to this Subject, which coft her her

Life.

She was addrefled to by a Gentleman, - whofe
good Senfe and Agreeablenefs would, the thought,

attone for fome natural Defefts and Infirmities,

which the had Penetration enough to find out in

" his Temper and Difpofition ; among which his

Love of Money was not the leaft : He was fupe-
rior to her in Fortune ; but the was a Gentlewo-
man born, and bred fo, and in every Refpe&t,
but Money, his Equal : She refolved to fuit her-
felf to his Humour ; and fancied herfelf cut out to
pleafe and make him happy, not out of Vanity,

.but Inclinatiof to” do fo. She had Pride, and did

not greatly care to be obliged, even by the Man
‘whom fhe loved ; but fanfied the could fave up a
JFortune to him in a few Years, and, with the re~
fufing of Prefents, and refigning of Settlements,
attone in great Meafure for the want of it. He
thought it worth while to deceive her for a confi~
derable Length of Time, for what Reafon I can-
not guefs, fhe being a Woman of undoubted Cha-
ralter, which he had known for fome Years be-
fore, and all her A&ions anfwered : But in-fhort
e Jeft her, and that in fo abrupt and rude a Man-
ner, as made her bear it worfe ; not fhewing the

leaft Abatement of his Paflion the laft Time he

faw her, more than at the firft. I wifh that he
had trufted her with the Secret-of forfaking her;:
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for I dare fay fhe would have taken it handfomely,
‘and (for his Advantage) given him up.

The Difappointment met her under an Indifpo-
fition of Body, elfe I believe fhe had good Senfe,
Reafon, and Refentment enough, to have got the
better of it. But fhe died, and without reproach-
ing of him, or behaving herfelf unhandfomely ;
fhe faid fhe was inclined to believe that there was
a Fate in Things of that Nature, and withed him
happier than (fhe doubted) he deferved.

He is now upon the Brink of Matriage to a
Lady, that I dare fay he does not like half fo well
‘as this Lady whom he left for her ; but fhe has
more Money abundantly, which he does not want ;
and then, though, as I faid before, Méney is no
Obje&ion, nor need 2 Woman be fought out that
wants it, yet I would not have a Man venture to-
leave 2 Woman for no other Reafon, left he (a5
too probably he may) chance to repent it.

Sir, if you think this Subje&, or our Sex, wor-
thy your Notice, we fhall be obliged to you; you
are an Author, I might fay it to your Face, capa-
ble of ferving any Caufe that you undertake ; ours
is a charitable one : T am out of the Queftion my-
felf, with relation to making my Fortune, or it
might not have been fo proper for me to have ftart-
ed this Subject, though obfcure ; but I have a ges
neral Love for Mankind, and particularly for my
own Sex ; whofe Caufe I commit to you, as into
the Hands of a moft powerful Advoeate, and (I
hope) a willing Patron. My Sincerity on this
Subje cannot be doubted, when I moft humbly
fubfcribe myfelf of that Sex whofe Caufe I recom~

mend ; wviz.
A WOMAN.
2 . - Te
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90 the Lady who wrote the Foregoing.

MAD A4 M,

Y O U will eafily believe me, when I acquaint

you, that Iam not a little proud of the Ho-
nour you have done me, in thinking me worthy
of the Correfpondence of a Lady, to whom Na-
ture has fhewn herfelf fo indulgent. She feldom
leaves her own Work imperfect ; and therefore I
doubt not but fhe has been propitious to you more
‘Ways than one: And I am perfuaded, that if you
had been the firft Objeét of the inconftant Sire-

phon’s Adoration, he had never worfhipped any

falfe Goddefs.
I can aflure you, Madam, you could never

" have recommended yourfelf fo much to me, or

have obliged me more, than in engaging me in
this agreeable Manner in the Caufe of helplefs In-
nocence, and diftrefled Virtue; and in giving me
an Opportunity to confider the greater and bet-
ter Half of the World in their neareft and moft
engaging Relation. Iam, by Profeffion, a Knight-
Errant: It is my Bufinefs to right Wrongs, and -
redrefs Injuries ; and none more than thofe done
to your tender Sex.

Itis a Subje& which employs my fofteft and
moft delicate Thoughts and Inclinations ; which I
can in nothing gratify fo much, as bv contributing
to the Eafe and Happinefs of that Sex, to whom
we owe moft of our own. .

That Cordial Drop Heav'n in our Cup bas thrown,
To make the hau;epou: Draught of Life go down ;.

An&

;
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And to attone for the Thoufands, Ten Thou-
fands of Evils, to which human Condition is fub-
ject.

Hercules himfelf laid down his Club, and took
up a Diftaff: And,

Sfurious Mars,

The only Governor and God of Wars,

When tir'd with Heat and Toil, does oft refort
7o tafle the Pleafures of the Paphian Court.

I do not therefore depart from my Charaler,
or defert my-Duty, in confidering this Subje&,
and attending upon the Concerns of the Fair:
With their Caufe the Caufe of Liberty is blended ;
and fcarce any Man will be much concerned for

ublick Happinefs, unlefs he enjoys domeftick :
%ublick Happinefs being nothing elfe but the Magi-
ftrate’s protelting of private Men in their Property,
and their Enjoyments. It is certain, that a Man’
Intereft, in Point of Happinefs and Pleafures, is in
no Inftance fo much concerned as in that of Mar-
riage ; which being the happieft or unhappieft State
in the World, muft moftly contribute to his Hap~
pinefs or Mifery. ' :

The Beauty, the Vigour, the Wit, and confe-
quently the Preferment of his Pofterity, do much
depend upon the Choice of his Wife, and poffibly
upon his Inclinations to her, and hers tohim. We
are very careful of the Breed of our Horfes, of our
Cocks, and our Dogs, and as remarkably negle&-
ful of the Education of our Children ; and yet we
dedicate Two Thirds of our Subftance to our Po-
fterity : For fo much is the Difference between the
Purchafe of Eftates of Inheritance, and of Eftates
on'y for our own Lives.

Qus
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Our Wealth does alfo depend in a great Mea-
fure upon demeftick Sympathy and Concord ; and
it is a true Proverb, that 4 Manmuft afk Leave of
his Wife to be rich : So great a Share of his Sub-
ftance and Profperity muft remain in her Power,
and at her Difcretion, and under her Management,
that ift he would thrive and be happy himfelf, he
muft make her fo.

. In order to this, he ought to choofe one whofe
Temper, good Senfe, and Agreeablenefs, fhall
make him find his Pleafure in obliging her ; and
by Conftancy and endearing A&ions make her
wholly his own, and to do all in her Power to
oblige him. No Man can live in a conftant State
of Hypocrify in his own Family ; but if he has
Diftaftes, they will certainly break out ; or at leaft
be found out by one who is always about him, and
whofe conftant Bufinefs it is to obferve him, and
his Humours and Affe@ions. And therefore it is
his beft and only Way to find out fuch a one as he
need not counterfeit a Kindnefs to.

- In all my Obfervation, a good Hufband rarely
miffes to make a good Wife. The Hearts of
‘Women are naturally fo tender, their Paffions to-
wards their Hufbands fo ftrong, their Happinefs
and the Refpeét which they meet with in the

“World are fo much owing to their Hufbands, that

we feldom find 2 married Woman who will nat,
with a little real, and often with but a feeming
Kindnefs, do whatever a prudent Hufband will de-
fire of her; and often, to oblige him, more than
he defires.  And what can be more barbarous, than
to ufe one ill who throws herfelf into his Power;
and depends upon his Prote€tion ; who gives up-all

: : that
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that fhe has to his Mercy, and receives it after-
wards at his Pleafure? -

It is miferable Folly, to put yourfelf in a Cir-
cumftance of being uneafy in your own Houfe, .
which ought to be a Retreat from all the Ruffles
and Difappointments that youmeet with efewhere =
In Confequence of this, you muft feek your Plea-
fures abroad at great Expence, and the Hazard of
your Health, and to the Negle& of your Affairs.
Your Wife too, when fhe finds herfelf negleGed
by one in whom fhe had fixed her whole Happi-
nefs, will not bear the Place and Manfion of her
Mifery, but will fall into a Defpondency, and an
Indifference to your Intereft ; and will be apt to
Jook out in her Turn for Pleafures abroad, when
the can have none at home. Women for the moft
part place their Felicity in thetr Hufbands, and in
their Families; and generally purfue thofe Views,
till the Unkindnefs, Negle&, and Folly of their
Hufbands render them impra&icable.

Whatever Excufe there may be for Men over»
run with Debts, or otherwife very neceffitous, to
aim only at Money in Marriage, and thereby to
throw themfelves into a miferable and maufeous
Imprifonment for Life, to prevent falling into one
but little worfe ; Icannot find one tolerable Rea-
fon in Nature, why any Man in eafy Circum-
ftances, and who does not want the common Ne«
ceflaries of Life, thould purchafe the Superfluities
at fo dear a Price. But it is ftupendous that Men
of Figure and Fortune, who have in their Power
the Means of enjoying not only the Convenien-
€ies, but the Luxury and Vices of Life, (if fuch
can be called Enjoyments) fhould yet barter aw:ﬁ
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all their Happinefs for a little feeming additional
Wealth, which for the moft part produces real
Poverty. |
It is certain, that Ten Men of Birth and Eftates
have been undone by marrying great Fortunes, for
One who has been enriched by it. Moft Men
pay Twenty per Cent. for fuch Portions, as long
as they have any thing to pay. Ten Thoufand
Pounds additional Fortune, when laid out in Land,
will not produce Three Hundred Pounds a Year
clear; which Sum will fcarce maintain the Tea~
Table, and keep th: fupernumerary Bawbles in
Repair; and it will coft as much more to fhew
them. Bcfides, when the ufual Prefents are made,
and an expenfive Marriage is folemnized, gaudy
Clothes and Equipage are bought, and perhaps a
London Houfe furnithed ; a confiderable Part of
this Portion will be difburfed, and the forlorn
Hero of this thewy, noify Farce, will difcover,
too late, how much more eligible it had bzen to
bave married a Lady well born, of a difcreet,
modeft, and frugal Education, and an agreeable
Perfon, with lefs Money, than a haughty Dame
with all her Quality Airs about her, or Mr. Thim~
bleman’s Daughter, though bedecked with asmany
’sl'rinkets as Zallboy or ‘ferry Blackacre upon the
tage. v
But before we can complete this Account, we
muft balance what muft be given in lieu of this
Lady’s Wealth, befides the entire Lofs of conju-
gal and domeftick Happinefs. It is truly faid, that
Gold may be bought too dear ; and 1 may fufely fay,
that the deareft Purchafe now in England, is a
Wife with a great Fortune, not excepting that of
South-Sea Stock laft Year. o
' ' For
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For every Thoufand Pounds the Lady brings,
fhe muft have a Hundred Pounds a Year, at leaft
during her own Life, and often a Rent-Charge,
which alone is worth the Purchafe Money which
the brings, if the outlives her Hufband ; and then
the brings nothing towards the Iffue, which, mo-
deftly fpeaking, are as much her’s as her Hufband’s ;
and it is certain, that during her living with him,
fhe fpends more than the Intereft of it: For (be-
fides her private Expence) the Gay Furniture, the
Rich Beds, the China Ware, the Tea-Table, the
Vifiting-Rooms, Rich Coaches, &7c. muftbe chiefly
placed to her Account; and the fhares equally in
the Table Expence, and in that of the Children
and Gardens: And yet, over and above all this,
Man mutft fettle the Remainder of his Eftate and
Subftance out of his own Power, and intail it upon
whatever Heir Chance and his Wife bring him;
perhaps upon an ungrateful and difobedient One,
made fo by his Independency upon his Father ;
cften upon a foolifh and unimprovable One; fome-
times, perhaps, upon a fpurious One.

I do not complain of this ufual Method of Set-
tlement, as thinking it reafonable that any Man
fheuld give a large Sum of Money in Dowry with
his Daughter, without taking proper Precautions
to provide for her and his own Pofterity : But I
cenfure the prefent great Abufe of giving and de-
manding fuch Fortunes, which have inverted the
very Ends of Marriage, and made Wives indepen-
dent on their Hufbands, and Sons on their Fathers ;
Fortunes, which make Men bargain for their
Wives, as they would for Cattle ; and, inftead of
creating conjugal Friendfhip and Affe@ion, and all
Sorts of domeftick Happinefs, have produced no-

thing
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thing but Strife, Averfion, and Contention, where -
there ought to be perfe& Sympathy and Unanimi-
ty ; and have broughtinto the World a Race of
Monkeys and Baboons, inftead of Creatures with
human Shape and Souls. .

Why fhould Men of Fortune and Underftand-
ing bring themfelves, without any Motive from
Reafon or Intereft, into thefe unhappy Circum-
ftances? Why fhould any Man, without any
Confideration, at leaft any valuable Confideration,
diveft himfelf of the greateft Part of the Property
of his own Eftate? Why make himfelf only Te-
nant for Life, when he is in Poffefion of an If-
heritance ; .and render himfzlf by that Means un-
able to provide aguinft the many Emergencies of
Life? Why fubjet himfelf to the Infolence of
an ungrateful Heir, or be forced to leave it to an
unworthy One? Why be obliged to bear the Ca- -
%ces and Difkonour of a wanton and pecvith

ife, perhaps ‘'made fo by his Negleét, arifing
from his Averfion, the ordinary Effect of Mar-
triage againft Inclination  when he might have
chofen one every Way fuited to the fame; and,
by contenting himfelf with lefs Fortune, havekept
the greateft Part of his Eftate in his own Power,
and with it the further Means of obliging her, and
of making her future Fortune and Expectations to
depend upon her own Condu&, Complaifance, and
a-ﬂ"%t‘&ionate Behaviour ¢ '

You have given me, Madam, a very pregnant
and affeCing Inftance of a Gentleman, who, made
falfe by Avarice, has loft, and wickedly loft, a
virtuous, prudent, and fond Wife, while he fought
Money more than Merit; and cruelly broke his

Faith,
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Faith, and with it a tender Heart, for the infa-
mous Sake of Lucre ; which may defervedly prove
a Canker in his Soul and his Subftance, and bring
him a Lady with Qualities proper to revenge the
other’s juft Quarrel and barbarous Wrongs. And
I, on my part, can give you an Inftance of a
Gentleman of great Fortune and Figure, who,
by a&ing according to the former wifer Rules, has
made himfelf happy in an amiable, difcreet, and
obfervant Lady, and enjoys with her all the Blef-
fings of mutual Confidence and tender Affection.
He is complaifant without Art, and fhe without
Fear. Iam,

G With perfect Refpect,
MAD4M,
Your moft humble
And moft obedient Swan»;,
CATO,
POSTSCRIPT.

Have, in feveral of my late Letters, obferved
fome Slips that have efcaped from the Pen of
the great and learned Dr. Prideanx ; but as I have
done this with no Defign of blemithing a Charac-
ter which cannot be blemithed, I think myfelf
obliged to own once more, his great Merit, the
Service done by him to Mankind, the Honour to
his Country, and the Pleafure and Information
which I in particular have received from his wor~
thy Labours, I
. It
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It is poffible, that out of Deteftation to ‘Prin+
ciples which fubvert and tear up by the Roots all
Liberty and civil Happinefs, I may have ufed fome
warm Expreflions againft thofe that maintain them.
Such Expreflions therefore can be applied only ta
thofe who have been ever the avowed.and adtive
Enemies of every thing lovely, valuable, or praife-
worthy amengft Men. But as to Dr. Prideaux,
however he is fallen into Prejudice, perhaps early
imbibed, and not fince examined by him with his
ufual Accuracy; -or however he might intend to
ferve a pious Caufe with adventitious Helps and
precarious Supports, which it wanted not: Cer-
tain it is, from the whole Courfe of his excellent
Performance, that he had fincerely at Heart the
Intereft of true Religion and Liberty. A Spirit of
Virtue, Piety, good Senfe, and Integrity, and an
Averfion to Oppreffion, Cruelty, and Tyranny,
thine through his whole Hiftory, and animate the
fame ; and neither he nor his Hiftory can be too
much commended.

But the Do&or is an eminent Inftance, how

. little any Man ought to be guided by the mere

Authority of another; fince one of the greateft
and worthieft Men living is capable of falling into
fuch obvious Errors. From the Greatnels of his
Name and Credit alone ‘I was led to thefe Ani-
adverfions, and with Relu&ance I made them.
Falcons do not prey upon Flies. Other Writers,
whofe Chara&lters add no Weight to their Mif-
takes, are fafe from any Cenfure of mine. For
this Reafon I fhall not trouble myfelf with the
Party-Falthoods, and pious Ribaldry, and Blun-
ders, of a modern voluminous Writer of Englifh
Hiftory, His Contraét and Dialogue between

OQliver

AR TRy T

“
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Oliver Cromwell and the Devil, is a harmlefs Piece
of Hiftory, and as entertaining as the reft. ,
T .

" 1 am, &c.

SATURDAY, December 30, 172v1. No. 59.

Liberty proved to be the unalienable Right of all
? Mankind., o

S IR,

I Intend to entertain my Readers with Differta-
tions upon Liberty, in fome of my fucceeding
Letters ; and fhall, as a Preface to that Defign,
endeavour to prove in this, that Liberty is the un-

alienable Right of all Mankind. :
All Governments, under whatfoever Form they
are adminiftered, ought to be adminiftered for the
Good of the Society ; when they are otherwife
adminiftered, they ceafe to be Government, and
become Ufurpation. This being the End of all
Government, even the moft defpotick have this
Limitation to their Authority : In this Refpeét,
the only Difference between the moft abfolute
Princes and limited Magiftrates, is, that in free
Governments there are Checks and Reftraints ap-
pointed and exprefled in the Conflitution itfelf:
In defpotick- Governments, the People fubmit
themfelves to the Prudence and Difcretion of the
Prince alone : But there is flill this tacit Condition
annexed to his Power, that he muft a& by the
anwritten Laws of Difcretion and Prudence, and
employ it for the fole Intereft of the People, who
, give
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give it to him, or fuffer him to enjoy it, which
they ever do for their own Sakes.

Even in the moft free Governments, fingle
Men are often trufted with difcretionary Power :
But they muft anfwer for that Difcretion to thofe
that truft them. Generals of Armies and Admi-
rals of Fleets have often unlimited Commiffions ;
‘and yet are they not anfwerable for the prudent
Execution of thofe Commiffions? The Council
of Ten, in Venice, have abfolute Power over the
Liberty and Life of every Man in the State: But
if they fhould make ufe of that Power to flaughter,
abolith, or enflave the Senate; and, like the De-
cemviri of Rome, to fet up themfelves ; would it
not be lawful for thofe, who gave them that Au-
thority for other Ends, to put thofe Ten unlimited
Traytors to Death, any Way that they could?
The Crown of England has been for the moft part
‘entrufted with the fole Difpofal of the Money
given for the Civil Lift,” often with the Applica~
tion of great Sums raifed for other publick Ufes;
yet, if the Lord-Treafurer had applied this Money
to the Difhonour of the King, and Ruin of the
‘People (though by the private DireQion of the
Crown itfelf) will any Man fay that he ought not’
to have compenfated for his Crime, by the Lofs of
his Head and his Eftate ?

" I have faid thus much, to fhew that no Go-
vernment can be abfolute in the Senfe, or rather
Nonfenfe, of our modern Dogmatizers, and in-
‘deed in the Senfe too commonly practifed. No
barbarous Conqueft ; no extorted Confent of mi-
ferable People, fubmitting to the Chain to efcape
the Sword ; no repeated and hereditary Adls of
Cruelty, though called Succeflion , no Continua-

tion
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tion of Violence, though named Prefcription ; can
alter, much lefs abrogate, thefe fundamental Prin-
ciples of Government itfelf, or make the Means
of Prefervation the Means of Deftru&ion, and ren-
der the Condition of Mankind infinitely more mii-
ferable than that of the Beafts of the Field, by the
fole Privilege of that Reafon which diftinguifhes
them from the Brute Creation.

Force can give no Title but to Revenge, and
to the Ufe of Force again ; nor could it ever enter
into the Heart of any Man, to give to another
‘Power over him, for any other End but to be
exercifed for his own Advantage: And if there are
any Men mad or foolith enough to pretend to do
otherwife, they ought to be treated as Idiots or
Lunaticks ; and the Reafon of their Condu& muft
be derived from their Folly and Frenzy.

All Men are born free ; Liberty is a Gift which
“they receive from God himfelf ; nor can they alie-
nate the fame by Confent, though poffibly they
‘may ferfeit it by Crimes. No ‘Man has Power
over his own Life, or to difpofe of his own Reli-
‘gion ; and cannot confequently transfer the Power
of either to any body elfe : Muchlefs can he give
away the Lives and Liberties, Religion or acquired
Property of his Pofterity, who will bz born as free
as he himfelf was born, and can never be bound
by his wicked and ridiculous Bargain.

" " The Right of the Magiftrate arifes only from
the Right of private Men to defend themfelves,
‘to repel Injurics, and to punifh thofe who commit
them : That Right being conveyed by the Society
to their publick Reprefentative, he can execute the
fame no further than the Benefit and Security of
that Society requires he fhould. When he exceeds

his
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his Commiffion, his A&s are as extrajudicial asare
thofe of any ‘private Officer ufurping an unlawful
Authority,  that is, they are void; and every
Man is anfwerable for the Wrong which he does.
A Power to do Good can never become a War--
rant for doing Evil. :

- But here arifes a grand Queftion, which has
perplexed and puzzled the greateft Part of Man-,
kind: Yet, I think, the Anfwer to it eafy and
obvious. The Queftion is, who fhall be Judge
whether the Magiftrate a&s juftly, and purfues
his Truft? To thisit is juftly faid, That if thofe
who complain of him are to judge him, then there
is a fettled Authority above the Chief Magiftrate,
which Authority muft be itfelf the Chief Magi-
ftrate ; which is contrary to the Suppofition ; and
the fame Queftion and Difficulty will recur again
_upon this new Magiftracy. All this I own to be
abfurd ; and I aver it to be atleaft as abfurd to af- -
firm, That the Perfon accufed is to be the decifive
Judge of his own A&tions, when it is certain that
he will always judge and determine in his own Fa-
vour ; and thus the whole Race of Mankind will
bé left helplefs under the heavieft Injuftice, Oppref-
fion, and Mifery, that can aflict human Nature,

‘But if ncither Magiftrates, nor they who com-
plain of Magiftrates, and are aggrieved by them,
have a Right to determine decifively, ‘the one for *
the other; and if there be no common eftablithed
Power, to which both are fubje& ; then every
Man interefted in the Succefs of the Conteft, muft
aé according to the Light and Difates of his
own Confcience, and inform it as well as he can.

.Where no Judge is nor can be appointed, every

‘VoursIL K Man
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Man muft be his own ; that is, when there is nos
ftated Judge upon Earth, we muft have Recourfe.
to Heaven, and obey the Will of Heaven, by de.
claring ourfelves on that which we think the jufter
Side.-

If the Senate and People of Rome had . differed.
igreconcileably, there could have been no common
Judge in the World between them; and confe- .
quently no Remedy but thelaft : For that Govern.
ment confifting in' the Union of the Nobles and
the People, when they differed, no Man coyld de-
termine between them; and therefore every Man
muft have been at Liberty to provide for his own
Security, and the general Good, in the beft Man-
ner he was able. In that Cafe the common Judge
ceafing, every one was his own : The Govern-
ment becoming incapable of acing, fuffered a poli-
tical Demife : The Conftitution was diffolved ; and.
there being no Government in Being, the People
were in the State of Nature again.

The fame muft be true, where two abfolute-
Princes, governing a Country, come to quarrel,
as fometimes two Czfars in Partnerthip did, efpe-
cially towards the latter End of the Roman Em-
pire’; or where a Sovercign Council govern a
Country, and their Votes come equally ‘to be divi-
ded. In fuch a Circumftance, every Man muft-
take that Side which he thinks moft for the pub-
lick Good, or choofe any proper Meafures for his
own Security: For, if I owe my Allegiance to
two Princes agreeing, or to the Majority of a
Council ; when between thefe Princes there is no
longer any Union, nor in that Council any Majo-
1ity, no Submiffion can be due to that which .ig

. not 3
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not 3 and the Laws of Nature and Self-Preferva-'
tion muft take place, where there are no other.

The Cafe is flill the fame, when there is ang
Difpute about the Titles of abfolute Princes, wha"
govern independently on the States of a Country,:-
and call none. Here too every Man muft judge"
for himfelf what Party he will take, to which of -
the Titles: he will adhere; and the like’ private’
Judgment muft guide him, whenever a Queftion
arifes. whether the faid Prince be an Idiot or a Lu-"
natick, and confequently whether he be capable or<:
incapable of Government. Where there are no
States, there can be no other Way of judging; but"
by the Judgment of private Men the Capacity of
the Prince muft be judged, and’ his Fate deter-:
mined. Lumucy and Idiotifim are, I-think,-allowed® -
by all to be certain Difqualifications' for Govern~
ment ; indeed they are as much o, as if he were’
deaf, blind, and dumb, or evén -dead. He who
can neither execute an Office, nor appoint a De-

. puty, is not fit for one. - -

" Now I would fain know, why private Men'
may not as well ufe their Judgment in an Inftance-
that concerns them more ; %mean that of a' ty-
rannital Government, of which they hourly feel
the fad Effeés, and f{orrowful Proofs ;- whereas -
they have not by far the equal Means of coming'
to a Certainty about the natural Incapacity of their'
Governor. The Perfons of great Princes are"
known but to few of their Subjeéls, and" their’ -
Parts to much fewer ; and feveral Princes have, °
by the Management of their Wives, or Minifters, -
or Murderers, reigned a good while after they
were dead. In Truth, I think it is .a3 much the
. Ka Bufinefs
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Bufinefs and Right of the People to judge whether
their Prince be good or bad, whether a Father or.
an Enemy, as to judge whether he be dead or
alive ; unlefs it be faid (as many fuch wife Things
have been faid) that they may judge whether he
can govern them, but not whether he does ; and
that it behoves them to put the Adminiftration in
wifer Hands, if he be a barmlefs Fool, but it is
impious to do it, if he be only a deftru&ive Ty-
rant ; that Want of Speech is a Difqualification,
but Want of Humanity, none. c
_ . That Subje@s were not to judge of their Go-
vernors, or rather for themfelves in the Bufinefs of
Government, which of all human Things con-
cerns them moft, was an Abfurdity that never en-
tered into the Imagination of the wife and honeft
Ancients : Who, following for their Guide that
everlafting Reafon, which is the beft and only Guide
in human Affairs, carried Liberty, and human
Happinefs, the legitimate Offspring and Work of
Liberty, to the higheft Pitch that they were capa-
ble of arriving at.  But the above Abfurdity, with
many others as monftrous and mifchievous, were
referved for the Difcovery of a few wretched and
dreaming Mahometan and Chriftian Monks, who,
_ignorant of all Things, were made, or made
themfelves, the Dire&tors of all Things ; and
bewitching the World with holy Lies and urac-
countable Ravings, drefled up in barbarous Words
and uncouth Phrafes, bent all their Fairy Force
againft common Senfe and common Liberty and
Truth, and founded a pernicious, abfurd, and
vifionary Empire upon their Ruins. Syftems with-
out Senfe, Propofitions without Truth, Religion
. . without
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without Reafon, a rampant Church without Cha-
rity, Severity without Juftice, and Government
without Liberty or Mercy, were all the bleffed
Handy-works of thefe religious Mad-men, and
godly Pedants ; who, by pretending to know the
other World, cheated and confounded this. Their
Enmity to common Senfe, and Want of it, were
their Warrants for governing the Senfe of all Man-

‘kind: By Lying, they were thought th: Cham-

pions of the Truth; and by their Fooleries, Im-
pieties, and Cruelty, were efteemed the Favourites
and Confidents of the God of Wifdom, Mercy,
and Peace.

Thefe were the Men, who, having demolifhed
all Senfe and human Judgment, firft made it a
Principle, that People were not to judge of their
Governor and Government, nor to meddle with
it; nor to preferve themfelves from publick De-
ftroyers, falfly calling themfelves Governors : Yet
thefe Men, who thus fet up for the Support and
Defenders of Government, without the common
Honefty of diftinguifhing the Good from the Bad,
and Proteétion from Murder and Depredation,
were at the fame Time themfelves the eonftant

. and avowed Troublers of every Government which

they could not direct and command ; and every
Government, however excellent, which did not
make their Reveries its own Rules, and themfelves
alone its peculiar Care, has been honoured with
their profefled Hatred ; whilft Tyrants and pub-
lick Butchers, who flattered them, have been dei-
fied. This was the poor State of Chriftendsm be-

- “fore the Reformation ; and I with I could fay, of

no Parts of it fince. -
K3 This
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This barbarous Anarchy in Reafoning and Po-
liticks, has made it neceffary to prove Propofitions
which the Light of Nature had demonftrated.
And, as the Apoftles were forced to prove to the
mifled Gentilis, that they were no Gods which
were made with Hands ; I am put to prove, that-
the People have a Right to judge, whether their

. (Governors were made for them, or they for their
Governors !, Whether their Governors have ne-
ceffary and natural Qualifications ? Whether they
have any Governors or no ? And whether, when
.they have none, every Man muft not be his own?
I therefore return to Inftances and Illuftrations
from Faés which cannot be denied ; thcugh Pro-
pofiticns as true as Fa&ls may, by thofe efpccially
who are defective in Point of Modefty or Difcern-
Jnent,

In Poland, according to the Conftitution of that
Country, it is neceflary, we are told, that, in
itheir Diets, the Confent of every Man prefent
;muft he had to make a Refolve effectual : And
therefore, to prevent the cutting of People’s
Throats, they have no Remedy but to cut the
“Throats of one another ; that is, they muft pull
out their Sabres, and force the refractory Members
(who are always the Minority) to fubmit. And
amongft us in England, wherea Jury cannotagree,
there can be no Verdi&t ; andfo they muft faft till
ghey do, or till one of them is dead, and then the
Jury is diffolved.

’Jzzhis, from the Nature of Things themfelves,
amuft be the conftant Cafe in all Difputes between
Dominion and Property. Where the Intereft of

.the Governors and that of the Governed clath,

3 there
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there can be no ftated Judge between them: To
appeal toa ‘foreign Power, is'to give up the Sove-
reignty ; for either Side to fubmit, is to give up
the Queftion: And therefore, if ‘they themfelves
do not amicably -deterinine ‘the Difpute between
themfelves, Heaven alone muft. In fuch Cafe,
Recourfe muft be had to the firlt Principles of
‘Government itfelf ; which being a Departure from
the State of Nature, and a2 Union of many Fami-
lies forming themfelves into a political Machine
for mutual Prote@®ion and Defence, it is evident,
that this formed Relation'can continue no longer
than the Machine fubfifts and can aét; -and when
jt does hot, the Individudls muft return to their
former State again. No Conftitution can provide
againft’what will happen, when 'that Conftitution
‘is diffolved. Government is-only an Appointment
‘of one ‘or 'more Perfons, to-do certain A&ions for
‘the Good :and Emolument of ‘the Sociéty ; and if
‘the Perfons thus-interefted will not 6 at all, -or
2& ‘contrary’'to their Truft, their Power muft fe-
‘turn-of ‘Couirfe to thofe who gave it. ,

Suppofe, for Example, the ‘Grand Monarch,
as he was called, ‘had ‘bought a neighbouring King-
‘dom, and all the Lands in it, from the Courtiers,
and the Majority of the People’s Depaties ; "and
amongft the reft, the Church-Lands, into the Bar-
“gain, with the Confent of their Convocation or
‘Synod, or by what other Name that Affembly
‘was called ; would the People and Clergy have
thought themfelves obliged to have made good this
‘Bargain, if they could have helped it ? 1 dare fay
‘that neither would ; but, on the contrary, that
the People would have had the Countenaice of

: K4 thefe
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thefe reverend Patriots to have told their Repre:
fentatives in round Terms, that they were chofen
to a&t for the Intereft of thofe that fent them, and
not for their own ; that their Power was given
them to proteét and defend their Country, and not
to fell and enflave it.

This Suppofition, as wild as it feems, yet is not

- abfolutely and univerfally impoffible. King Fobx
actually fold the Kingdom of England to his Holi-
nefs: And thereare People in all Nations ready to
fell their Country at Home ; and fuch can never
have any Principles to with-hold them from felling
it Abroad.

It is foolifh to fay, that this Do&rine can be
mifchievous to Society, at leaft in any Propprtion
to the wild Ruin and fatal Calamities which muft
befal, and do befal the World, where the contrary
Do@rine is maintained : For, all Bodies of Men
fubfifting upon their own Subftance, or upon the
Profits of their Trade and Induftry, find their
Account fo much in Eafe and Peace, and have
juftly fuch terrible Apprehenfions of Civil Difor-
ders, which deftroy every thing that they enjoy ;
that they always bear a Thoufand Injuries before
they return One, and ftand under the Burthens as
long as they can bear them ; as I have in another
Letter obferved.

What with the Force of Education, and the.
Reverence which People are taught, and have
been always ufed to pay to Princes 3 what with
the perpetual Harangues of Flatterers, the gaudy
Pageantry and Outfide of Power, and its gilded
Enfigns, always glittering in their Eyes; what
with the Execution of the Laws in the fole Powmi'_

. : °
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of the Prince ; what with all the regular Magi-
ftrates, pompous Guards and ftanding Troops,
with the fortified Towns, the Artillery, and all
the Magazines of War, at his Difpofal ; befides
large Revenues, ‘and Multitudes of Followers and
Dependants, to fupport and abet all that he does.:
Obedience to Authority is fo well fecured, that it

is wild to imagine, that any Number of Men, for- - -

midable enough to difturb a fettled State, can unite
together and: hope to overturn it, till the publick
Grievances are fo enormous, the Oppreflion fo

- great, and the Difaffeétion fo univerfal, that there

can be no Queflion remaining, whether their Ca=
lamities be real or imaginary, and whether the
Magiftrate has proteéted or endeavoured to deftroy
his People.

Thisplwas the Cafe of Richard 1. Edward II.
and Fames II. and will ever be the Cafe under the
fame Circumftances. No Society of Men will
groan under Oppreflions longer than they know
how to throw them off ; whatever unnatural
Whimfies and Fairy Notions idle and fedentarp
Babblers may utter from CoHeges and Claifters 3
and teach to others, forvile Setf-Ends, Do&rines,
which they themfelves are famous for not prac~

tiﬁr{%
Upon this Principle of People’s judging for them-
felves, and refifting lawlefs Force, l%ands our late

- happy Rewolution, and with it the juft and rightful

Title of our moft excellent Sovereign King George,,
to the Seepter of thefe Realms ; a Scepter which
he has, and I doubt not will ever {way, to his.
ewn Honour, and the Honour, Protettion, and
Profperity of us his People.
T ' £ am, &e.
Ks Satum~
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SATURDAY, Fanuary 6, 1721. Wo. bo. -

Al Government proved to be infiituted by Men, and
ondy to intend thg general Good of Men.

S TR,

THERE is no Government now upon Earth,
which owes its Formation or Beginning to
the immediate Revelation of God, or can derive
jts Exiftence from {uch Revelation : It is certain,
@A the contrary, that the Rt and Inftitution or
Variation of Govérnment, from Time to Time,
is within the Memory of Men or of Hiftories ; and
that every Government, which we know at this
Day in the World, was eftablithed by the Wif-
dom and Force of mere Men, and by the Con-
currence of Means and Caufes evidently human.
Govermnment therefore can have no Power, but
fuch as Men can give, and fuch as they actually
did give, or permit for their own Sakes: Nor
can any Government be in. Fa& framed but by
Confent, if not of every Subject, yet of as many
as can compel the reft ; fince ne Man, or Coun-
cil of Men, can have perfonal Strength enough to
govern Multitudes by Force, or can.claim to them~
felves and their Familics any Superiority, or natural
Sovereignty over their Fellow-Creatures naturally
as good as them. Such Strength, therefore, where-
ever it is, is civil and aceumulative Strength, de-
rived from the Laws and Conftitutions of the So+
' . ' ciety,
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* ciety, of which the Governors themfelves are bu

Members. , -

So that to know the Jurifdi®tion of Governors,
and its Limits, we muft have Recourfe to the I~
ftitution of ‘Govermnent, and afcertain thofe Li-

" mits by the Meafure of Power, which Men ik

the State of Nature have over themfelves and one
another : And as no Man can take from manyy,
who are ftronger than him, what they have n¢|
Mind to give him; and .he who has not Confent
muft have Force, which is itfelf the Confent of
the Stronger ; fo no Man can give to another ei-
ther what is none of his own, or what in its ownt
Nature is infeparable from himfelf ; as his Religion
particularly is. - ;

Every Man’s Religion is his own ; nor can.the
Religion of any Man, of what Nature or Figure
foever, be the Religion of another Man, unlefs he
alfo choofes it; which A&ion utterly excludes all
Force, Power, or Government. Religion can
never come without Conviétion, nor can Convic~
tion come from Civil Authority ; Religion, which
is the Fear of God, cannot be fubject to Power,
which is the Fear of Man. It is a Relation be-
tween God and our own Souls only, and con-
fifts in a Difpofition of Mind to obey the Wilb
of our great Creator, in the Manner which we
think moft acceptable to him. It is independent:
upon all human Diretions, and fuperior to them 3
and confequently uncontroulable by external Force,
which cannot reach the free Faculties of the
Mind; or inform the Underftanding, much lfs
eonvince it. Religton therefore, which can never
be fubject to the Jurifdition of another, €an aever -
be alicnated to another, or put in his Power,

Nor
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Nor hasany Man in the State of Nature Power
over his own Life, or to take away the Life of
.another, unlefs to defend his own, or what is as
-much his own, namely, his Property. This Power
therefore, which no Man has, no Man can tranf-
fer to another.

Nor could any Man in the State of Nature,
have a Right to violate the Property of another ;
that is, what another had acquired by his Art or
Labour 5 or to interrupt him in his Induftry and
Enjoyments, as long as he himfelf was not injured

" by that Induftry and thefe Enjoyments. No Man
therefore could transfer to the Magiftrate that Right
which he had not himfelf.

No Man in his Senfes was ever fo wild as to
give an unlimited Power to another to take away
his Life, or the Means of Living, according to
the Caprice, Paffion, and unreafonable Pleafure of
that other: But if any Man- reftrained himfelf
from any Part of his Pleafures, or parted with any
Portion of his Acquifitions, he did it with the ho--
neft Purpofe of enjoying the reft with the greater
Security, and always in Subferviency to his own
Happinefs, which no Man will or can willingly
and intentionally give away to any other. whatfo-
ever. S :

- And if any one, through his own Inadvertence,
or by the Fraud or Violence of another, can be
drawn into fo foolith a Contra&, he is relievable
by the eternalLaws of God and Reafon. No En-
gagement that is wicked and unjuft ean be execu-
.ted without Injuftice and Wickednefs : This is fo
true, that I queftion whether there be a Conftitu-
tion in the World. which does not afford, or pre-

. tend:
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I tend to afford,” a Remedy for relieving ignorant,

It diftrefled, and unwary Men, trepanned into fuch

i Engagements by artful Knaves, or frightened into

I them by imperious ones. _So that here the Laws

" of Nature and general Reafon fuperfede the muni-
cipal and pofitive Laws of Nations ; and no where

e oftner than in England. 'What elfe was the De-

@ “fign, and ought to be the Bufinefs, of our Courts

¥ of Equity? And I hope whole Countries and So-

- cieties are no more exempted from the Privileges
and Prote&ion of Reafon and Equity, than are
private Particulars.

Here then is the natural Limitation of the Ma-

giftrate’s Authority : He ought not to take what
) ‘no Man ought to give ; nor exa& what no Man
; ought to perform: All he hasis given him, and
. thofe that gave it muft judge of the Application.
» In Government there is no fuch Relation as Lord

*  and Slave, lawlefs Will and blind Submiffion ;

“."”;' nor ought to be amongft Men : But the only Re-
. lation is that of Father and Children, Patron and
f; Client, Proteétion and Allegiance, Benefa&ion
.. and Gratitude, mutual Affe¢tion and mutual Af-
o fiftance.
4 So that the Nature of Government does not al-
4 ter the natural Right of Men to Liberty, which
in all political Societies is alike their Due: But
. fome Governments provide better than others for
1t the Security and impartial Diftribution of that
# Right. There has been always fuch a conftant
B rand certain Fund of Corruption and Malignity in
3 buman Nature, that it has-been rare to find that
i Man, whofe Views and Happinefs did not center
’ in the Gratification of his Appetites, and worfk

g Appetites,
? . 2 :
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Appetites, his Luxury, his Pride, his Avarice, and
Luft of Power ; and who confidered any publick
Thuft repofed in him, with any other View, than
as the Means to fatiate fuch unruly and dangerous
Defires | And this has been moft eminently true of
Great Men, and thofe who afpired to Dominion.
They were firft made Great for the Sake of the
Publick, and afterwards at its Expence. And if
they had been content to have been moderate Tray-
tors, Mankind would have been flill moderately -
happy ; but their Ambition and Treafon obferving
no Degrees, there was no Degree of Vilenefs
and Mifery which the poor People did not
often feel. ,

The Appetites therefore of Men, efpecially of
Great Men, are carefully to be obferved and ftay-
ed, or elfe they will never flay themfelves. The
Experience of every Age convinces us, that we
muft not judge of Men by what they ought to do,
but by what they will do; and all Hiftory affords
but few Inftances of Men trufted with great Power
without abufing it, when with Security they could.
The Servants of Society, that is to fay, its Magi-
Atrates, did almoft univerfally ferve it by feizingt,
felling it, or plundering it ; efpecially when they
were left by the Society unlimited as to their Duty
and Wages. In that Cafe thefe faithful Stewards
generally took all ; and, being Servants, made
Slaves of their Mafters. : :

For thefe Reafons, and convinced by woful and
eternal Experience, Societies found it neceflary to
lay Reftraints upon their Magiftrates or publick
Servants, and to put Checks upon thofe who would
otherwife put Chains upon them ; and theteior{e

thefe
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thefe Societies fet themfelves to model and form
pational Conftitutions with fuch Wifdom and Art,
that the publick Intereft fhould be confulted and
carried at the fame Time, when thofe entrufted
with the Adminiftration of it were confulting and
purfuing their own. : .

Hence grew the Diftin&ion between Arbitrary
and Free Governments: Not that more or lefs
Power was vefted in the one than in the other;
nor that cither of them lay under lefs or more
Obligations, in Juftice; to proted their Subjects,
and ftudy their Eafe, Profperity, and Security, and
to watch for the fame. But the Power and Sove-
reignty of Magiftrates in free Countries was fo qua-
lified, and fo divided into different Channels, and
committed to the Direion of fo many different
Men, with different Interefts and Views, that the

. Majority of them could feldom or never find their

Account in betraying their Truft in fundamenta}
Inftances. Their Emulation, Envy, Fear, or
Intereft, always made them Spies and Checks up<
on one another. By all which Means the People

* have often come at the Heads of thofe who forfeit~

ed their Heads, by betraying the People.

In defpotick Governments Things went far
otherwife, thofe Governments having been framed
otherwife ; if the fame could be called Govern-
ments, where the Rules of publick Power were
diQtated by private and lawlefs Luft ; where Folly
and Madnefs often fwayed the Scepter, and blind
Rage weilded the Sword. The whole Weath of
the State, with its Civil or Military Power, being
in the Prince, the People could have no Remedy
but Death and Patience, while he opprefled t;hel:n
: Y.
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by the Lump, and butchered them by Thoufands :
Unlefs perhaps the Ambition or perfonal Refent-
ments of fome of the Inftruments of his Tyranny
procureda Revolt, which rarely mended their Con-
dition. -

The only Secret therefore in forming a Free
Government, is to make the Interefts of the Go-
vernors and of the Governed the fame, as far as
human Policy can contrive. Liberty. cannot be
preferved any other Way. Men have long found,
from the Weaknefs and Depravity of themfelves
and one another, that moft Men will a& for Inte-
reft againft Duty, as often as they dare. So that
to engage them to their Duty, Intereft muft be
linked to the Obfervance of it, and Danger to the
Breach of it. Perfonal Advantages and %ecurity,v
muft be the Rewards of Duty and Obedience; and
Difgrace, Torture, and Death, the Punifhment
of Treachery and Corruption.

Human Wifdom has ‘yet found out but one
certain Expedient to effect this; and that is, to
have the Concerns of all dire&ted by all, as far as
poflibly can be : And where the Perfons interefted
are too numerous, or live too diftant to meet to-
gether on all Emergencies, they muft moderate
Neceflity by Prudence, and a& by Deputies, whofe
Intereft is the fame with their own, and whofe
Property is fo intermingled with theirs, and fo en-

aged upon the fame Bottom, that Principals and
%)eputies muft ftand and fall together. When the
Deputies thus a&t for their own Intereft, by a&ling
for the Intereft of their Principals ; when they can
. make no Law but. what they themfelves, and
their Pofterity, muft be fubje&t to; when they
’ can
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can give no Money, but what they muft pay their

Share of ; when they can do no Mifchief, but
what muft fall upon thcir own Heads in common
‘with their Countrymen ; their Principals may then
expect good Laws, little Mifchief, and much Fru-

ality. ' '

© Heretherefore lies the greatPoint of Nicety and
Care in forming the Conftitution, that the Per-
fons entrufted and reprefenting, fhall either never
have any Intereft detached from the Perfons en~
trufting and reprefented, or never the Means to
purfue it.. Now to compafs this great Point effec-
tually, no other Way is left, but one of thefe two,
or rather both ; namely, to make the Deputies fo
numerous, that there may be no Poflibility of cor«
rupting the Majority ; or, by changing them fo
often, that there is no fufficient Time to corrupt
them, and to carry the Ends of thas Corruption.
The People may be yery fure, that the major Part
of their Deputies being honeft, will keep the reft
fo; and that they will all be honeft, when they
have no Temptations to be Knaves.

_We have fome Sketch of this Policy in the
Conflitution of our feveralgreat Companies, where
the General Court, compofed of all its Members,
conftitutes the Legiflature, and the Confent of
that Court is the San&ion of their Laws ; and
where the Adminiftration of their Affairs is put
under the Condu& of a certain® Number chofen
by the Whole. Here every Man coneerned faw
the Neceflity of fecuring Part of their Property,
by putting the Perfons entrufted under proper
Regulations ; however remifs they may be in take-
ing Care of the Whole. And if Provifion bhad

: cem .
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been made, That, 'as a Third Part of the Di-~
reGors are to go out every Year, fo none fhould
ftay in above Three, (as I am told was at firft
promifed) all Juggeling with Courtiers, and raifing
great Eftates by Confederacy, -at the Expence of
the Company, had, in a great Meafure, been pre-
vented ; though there were ftill wanting other Li-
mitations, which might have effetually obviated
all thofe Evils.

This was the ancient Conftitution of England :
Our Kings had neither Revenues large enough,
nor Offices gainful and numerous enough in their
Difpofal, to corrupt any confiderable Number of
Members ; nor any Force to frighten them. Be-
fides, the fame Parliament {eldom or never met
twice : For, the ferving in it being found an Of-
fice of Burthen, and not of Profit, it was thought
reafonable that all Men qualified fhould, in their
Turns, leave their Families and domeftick Con-
cerns, to ferve the Publick ; and their Boroughs
bore their Charges. The only Grievance then
was, that they were not called together often
:enough, to redrefs the Grievances which the
‘People fuffered from the Court during their In-
termiffion : And therefore a Law was made in
Edward the Tld*s Time, That Parliamentsthould
‘be holden once a Year.

But this Law, like the late Queen’s Peace, did
not execute itfelf ; and therefore the Court feldom
‘convened them, but when they wanted Money,
or had other Purpofes of their own to ferve ; and
fometimes raifed Money without them : Which
-arbitrary Proceeding brought upon the Publick nu-
merous Mifchiefs ; and, in the Reign of King

' Charles
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Charles the Ift, a long and bloody Civil War. In
that Reign an A& was paffed, That they fhould
“meet of themfelves, if they were not called ac-
cording to the Dire&ion of that Law ; which was

worthily repealed upon -the Reftoration of King

Charles the IId: And in the fame kind Fit,-a °
great Revenue was given him for Life, and con-

. tinued to his Brother. By ‘which Means thefe

Princes were enabled to keep ftanding Troops, to
corrupt Parliaments, or to live without them ; and
“to commit fuch A&s of Power as brought about,
and indeed forced the People upon the late happy
Revolution. Soon after which a new A& was
pafled, That Parliaments fhould be rechofen once
‘in three Years : Which Law was alfo repealed,
upon his Majefty’s Acceffion to the Throne, that
_the prefent Parliament might have Time to re&ify
.thofe Abufes -which we labour under, and to"
.make Regulations proper to prevent them A/ for
.the future. .4/l which has fince been happily ef-
feéted ; -and, I blefs God, we are told, that the
People will have the Opportunity to thank them,
in znother Ele&ion, for their great Services to
their Country. T fhall be always ready, on my
Part, to do them Honour, and pay them my
Acknowledgments, in the moft effectual Manner
in my Power. —— But more of this in the fuc~

ceeding Papers. v
T I am, &c.

SATUR-
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. . i
SATURDAY, Fanuary 13, ¥721. No. 61.

Hyw free Governments are to be framed fo asto laf2,
and how they differ from fuch as are arbitrary.

S IR,

T HE moft reafonable Meaning that can be put
upon this Apothegm, that Virtue is its oum
. Reward, is, that it feldom meets with any other.
God himfelf, who having made us, beft knows
our Natures, does not truft to the intrinfick Ex-
cellence and native Beauty of Holinefs alone, to
engage us in its Interefts and Purfuits, but recom-
mends it to us by the ftronger and more affeGting
Motives of Rewards and Punithments. No wife
"Man, therefore, will in any Inftance of Moment
truft to the mere Integrity of another. The Ex-
perience of all Ages may convince us, that Men,
when they are above Fear, grow for the moft
part above Honefty and Shame : And this is par-
ticularly and certainly true of Societies of Men,
when they are numerous enough to keep one an-
other in Countenance ; for when the Weight of
Infemy is divided amongft many, no one finks
under his own Burthen. '
Great Bodies of Men have feldom judged what
they ought to do, by any other Rule than what
they could do. What Nation is there that has
not opprefled any other, when the fame could
be done_with Advantage and Sccurity ? What

Party
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Party has ever had Regard to the Principles which
they profefled, or ever reformed the Errors which
they condemned ? What Company, or particular
Society of Merchants or Tradefmen, has ever
acted for the Intereft of general Trade, though it
always filled their Mouths in private Converfa-

- tion ?

And yet Men, ‘thus formed and qualified, are

the Materials for Government. For the Sake of

Men it is inftituted, by the Prudence of Men it

muft be conduéted ; and the Art of political Me-~

chanifm is, to ere& a firm Building with fuch

crazy and corrupt Materials. The ftrongeft Ca- -
bles are made out of loofe Hemp and Flax ; the
World itfelf may, with the Help of proper Ma-

chines, be moved by the Force of a fingle Hair ;

and fo may the Government of the World, as

well as the World itfelf. But whatever Difcourfes

I fhall hereafter make upon this great and ufeful

Subject, I fhall confine myfelf in this Letter to

free monarchical Conftitutions alone, and to the

Application of fome of the Principles laid down in

my laft,

It is there faid, that when the Society confifls
of too many, or when they live too far apart to
be able to meet together, to take Care of their
own Affairs, they can no othérwife preferve their
Liberties, than by choofing Deputies to reprefent
them, and to a& for them ; and that thefe Depu-

“ties muft be either fo numerous, that there can be

no Means of corrupting the Majority ; or fo often-
changed, that there fhall be no Time to do it fo
as to anfwer any End by doing it. Without one
of thefe Regulations, or both, I lay it down as a

‘ certain
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certain Maxim in Politicks, that it is impoffible tg-
preferve a free Government long.

I think I may with great Modefty affirm, that
in former Reigns the People of England found no-
fufficient Security in the Number of their Repre-
fentatives, What with the Crowd of Offices in
the Gift of the Crown, which were pofleflfed by
Men of no other Merit, nor held by any other
Tenure, but merely a Capacity to get into the
Houfe of Commens, and the Diflervice which
they could and would do-their Country there :
What with the Promifes and Expe&ations: given
to athers, who by Court-Influence, and often by
Court-Money, catried their EleGions: What by
artful Carefles, and the familiar and deceitful Ad-
drefles of great Men to weak Men: What with
luxurious Dinners, and Rivers of Burgundy, Cham-
paign, and Tokay, thrown down the Throats of
Gluttons ; and what with Penfions, and other per-
fonal Gratifications, beftowed where Wind and
Smoke would not pafs for current Coin: What
with Party Watch-Words and imaginary Terrors,
fpread amongft the drunken ’Squires, and the de-
Yuded and epthufiaftick Bigots, of dreadful Defigns
in' Embrio, to blow up the Church, and the Pro-
teftant Intereft; and fometimes with the Dread of
mighty Invafions juft réady to break upon us from
the Man in the Moon: I fay, by all thefe cor-
rupt Arts, the Reprefentatives of the Englifb Peo-
ple, in former Reigns, have been brought to be-
tray the People, and to join with thcir Oppreflors.
So much are Men governed by artful Applications
to their private Paffions and Intereft. And it is

cyident to me, that if ever 'we have a weak or zn
ambitious
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ambitious Prince; with a Miniftry like him, we.
muft find out fome other Refources, or acquiefce:
in the Lofs of our Liberties. The Courfe and
Tranfienicy of human Affairs will not. fuffer us to.
live always under the prefent. righteous Adminiftra--
tion.

preferve the publick Liberty and a.monarchical
Form of Government together, but by the fre--
quent frefh Elections of the People’s : Deputies :

This is. what the Writers in Politicks call Rota- -
tion of Magiftracy. Men, when they firflt enter-
into Magiltracy, have often their. former Condi= -
tion before their Eyes : They remember what .
they themfelves fuffered, with their Fellow-Sub--
je&ts, from the Abufe of Power, and how much:

they blamed it ; and fo their firft Purpofes are to
be humble, modeft, and juft ; and probably, for
fome Time, they continue fo. But the Pofleflion

of Power foon alters and viciates their Hearts,

which are at the fame time fure to be Jeavened, and

puffed up to an unnatural Size, by.thc deceitful -

Incenfe of falfe Friends, and by the proftrate Sub-
miffion of Parafites. Firft, they grow indifferent

to all their good Defigns, then drop them : Next, .

they lofe. their Moderation ; afterwards, they re-
nounce all Meafures with their old Acquaintance
and old Principles ; and fecing themfelves in mag-
nifying Glafles, grow, in Conceit, a different Spe-

cies from their Fellow-Subjets ; and fo by too -
fudden Degrees become infolent, rapacious and .
, tyrannical, ready to catch at all Means, often the

vileft and mott oppreflive, to raife their Fortunes

"So that I can fee no Means in human Policy to -
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only Way to put them in mind of their former
Condition, and confequently of the Condition of
other People, is often to reduce them to it; and
to let others of equal Capacities fhare of Power in
their Turn : This alfo is the only Way to qualify
Men, and make them equally fit for Dominion
and Subjetion.

A Rotation therefore, in Power and Magiftra-
cy, is eflentially neceflary to a free Government:
It isindeed the Thing itfelf; and conftitutes, ani-
mates, and informs it, as much as the Soul confti-
tates the Man. It.is a Thing facred and invio-
lable, where-ever Liberty is thought facred 5 nor
can it ever be committed to the Difpofal of thofe
who are trufted with the Prefervation of National
Conftitutions: For though they may have the
Power to model it for the publick Advantage, and
for the more effe€tual Security of that Right ; yet
they can have none to give it up, or, which is the
fame Thing, to make it ufelefs.

.The Conftitution of a limited Monarchy, is
the joint Concurrence of the Crown and of the
Nobles {without whom it cannot fubfift) und of
the Body of the People, to make Laws for the
common Benefit of the Subje¢t; and where the
People, through Number or Diftance, cannot
meet, they muft fend Deputies to fpeak in their
Names, and to attend upon their Intereft: Thefe
Deputies therefore a& by, under, and in Subfer-
viency to the Conftitution, and have not a Power
above it and over it.

‘In Holland, and fome other free Countries, the
States are often obliged to confult their Principals ;
and, in fome Inftances, our own Parliaments
have declined entering upon Queftions of Impor-

tance,
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/ tance, till they had gone into the Coungry, and.

known the Sentiments of thofe that fent them ;-
as in all Cafes they ought to confult their Incli-
nations as well as their Intereft. Who will fay,
that the Rump, or Fag-end of the Long Parlia-
ment of Forty-One, had any Right to expel fuch:
Members as they did not like? Or to watch for .
their Abfence, that they might feize to themfelves,
or give up to any body elfe, the Right of thofe
from whofe Confidence and Credulity they derived:
the Authority which they afted by? :

With Thanks to God, I own, that we have a:
Prince fo fenfible of this Right, and who owes
his Crown fo intirely to the Principles laid down,
and I think fully proved in thefe Letters ; that it
is impoffible to fufpe&, either from his Inclinations,.
his Intereft, or his known Juftice, that he thould.
-ever fall into any Meafures to deftroy that People,,
who have given him his Crown, and fupported-
him in it with fo much Generofity and Expence 3
or that he thould undermine, ‘by that Means, the-
Ground upon which he ftands. I do therefore the
lefs regard the idle Sufpicions and Calumnies of -
difaffeéted Men, who would furmife, that a De-
{ign is yet on Foot to continue this Parliament 3
a RefleGion the moft impudent and invidious,
that can be thrown upon his Majefty, his Mini-
fters, or his Two Houfes ; and a Refle¢tion that
can come from none but profefled,. or at leaft from
concealed, Facobites. .

It is no lefs than an Infinuation, that our mofk
excellent Sovereign King George has a Diftruft of
his faithful Subje&ts ; that he will refufe them the
Means of their own Prefervation, and the Prefer-

Voi. I L vation
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vation of that Conflitution which they chofe him
to preferve ; that he will thut his Ears againft their

- modeft, juft, and dutiful Complaints ; and that he
apprchends Danger from meeting them in a New
and Free-chofen Parliament. This is contrary to
the Tenor of his whole Life and A&ions; who,
as he has received Three Crowns from their Gift,
fo he lies under all the Ties of Generofity, Grati-
tude, and Duty, to cherifh and proteét them, and
to make them always great, free, and happy.

It is a moft fcandalous Calumny,upon his faith-
ful Servants, to fuggeft that any of them, con-
fcious of Guiltand Crimes, feared any thing from
the moft ftri&t and rigorous Infpeion into their
Proceedings. Some of them have already ftood
the fiery Trial, and come off triumphant with ge-
neral Approbation. They have, befides, the Ad-
vantage of his Majefty’s moft gracious Pardon,
which they did not want, and which was not paf-
fed for their Sakes. Who therefore can fufpeé, that
Patriots fo uncorrupt, fo prudent, and fo popular,
will dithonour their Mafter, give up the Conftitu~
tion, ruin their Country, and render themfelves
the Obje&s of univerfal Scorn, Deteftation; and
Cusfing, by advifing the moft odious, dangerous,
and deftruive Meafures, that ever Counfellors
gave a Prince ? ‘ -

It is a moft ungrateful Return to our illuftrious
Reprefentatives, to fuggeft, that Men who have
left their domeftick Concerns to ferve their Coun-
try at their own Expence, and without any per-
fonal Advantages, and have beftowed their La-
bours upon' the Publick for a much longer Time
than their Principals had at firft a Right to expe&

from




K=

CATOs LETTERS. 233
from them; and have, during all -that Time,
been redlifying the Abufes which have crept into
our Conflitution ; and have aflifted his Majefty in .
going through two very ufeful and neceflary Wars,
and have regulated our Finances, and the Expence-
of our Guards and Garifons, and correted many
Abufes in the Fleet and the Civil Adminiftration
and have taken effeGtual Vengeance of all thofe
who were concerned in promoting, procuring,
aiding, or aflifting the late dreadful South-Sea Pro-
jeét:——I fay, after fo many Things dene by
them for the publick Honour and Profperity, it is
the bafeft Ingratitude to furmife, that any of them
would give up that Conftitution which they were
chofen, and have taken fo much Pains, to pre-
ferve.

I do indeed confefs, if any Invafion were to be
feared from Mufcovy, Mecklenburg, Spain, or Ci-
wita Vecchia ; if new Provinces were to be obtained
Abroad, new Armies to be raifed, or new Fleets
to be equipped, upon warlike Expeditions’; if new
Provifion were wanting for the Civil Lift, and
new Taxes to be levied, or new Companies to be
ere&ed to pay off the publick Debts ; if the Uni-
verfities were to be farther regulated, or.any In-
fpeétion were neceflary into the Increafe of Fees
and Exa&tions of Civil Officers ; if there were
the leaft Ground to fufpe@ Bribery or Corruption
in a Place where it fhould not be; or if there
were any new Project on Foot to banith tyranni-’
cal and popith Principles far out of the Land: I
fay, that in fuch a Scene of Affairs, I dare not be
altogether fo pofitive in my Affertion, that we:
ought to venture, and at all Events to leave to

La . Chance,
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Chance, that which we are in Pofleffion of already.’
—-But as we are at prefent in the happy State of
Indolence and Securité, at Peace with all the
World and our own Confciences ; as little more
Money can be raifed from the People, moft of it
being already in Hands, which, according to the
Rules of good Policy, unite Dominion and Pro-.
perty ; as our Benefactors too are generous and
honourable, our” Boroughs not infenfible or un-
grateful, nor thc Counties themfelves inexorable to
thining Merit : So it is much to be hoped, that
another Parliament may be chofen equally deferve-
ing, and as zealous for the publick Intereft ; or, at
worft, there are honeft and tricd Meafures at Hand,
which will undoubtedly make them fo. And I
offer this as a conclufive, and I think a moft con-.
vincing, Argument, that the Kingdom will be
obliged with a new Eletion.
Iam, &c.

SATURDAY, Fanuary 20, 1721. No. 62.

An Enquiry into the Nature and Extent of Liberty ;
with its Lovelinefs and Advantages, and the vile
Effets of Slavery.

S I R,
I Have fhewn, in a late Paper, wherein confifts
the Difference between Free and Arbitrary Go-
vernments, as to their Frame and Conftitution ;
and in this and the following, I fhall fhew their
different Spirit and Effes. But firft I thall fhew
wherein Liberty itfelf confifts. : By
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By Liberty, I underftand the Power which

every Man has over his own Actions, and his

Right to enjoy the Fruit of his Labour, Art, and
Induftry, as far as by it he hurts not the Society,
orany Members of it, by taking from any Mem-
ber, or by hindering him from enjoying what he
himfelf enjoys. The Fruits of a Man’s honeft
Induftry are the juft Rewards of it, afcertained to

“him by natural and eternal Equity, as is his Title
“to ufe them in the Manner which he thinks fit :

And thus, with the above Limitations, every Man

-3s fole Lord and Arbiter of his own private A&ions

and Property. A Charaéter of which no Man
hving can diveft him but by Ufurpation, or his

-own Confent. _
~ The entering into political Society, is fo far

from a Departure from his natural Right, that
to preferve it was the fole Reafon why Men did
fo ; and mutual Prote@ion and Afliftance is the

“only reafonable Purpofe of all reafonable Socie-
“ties. . T'o make fuch Prote&ion pra&ticable, Ma-
‘ giftracy was formed, with Power to defend the
'%nnocent from Violence, and to punith thofe
“that offered it ; nor can there be any othér Pre< -

tence for Magiftracy in the World.  In order to

- this good End, the Magiftrate is intrufted with con-
* duéting and applying the united Force of the Com-
- munity ; and with exa&ing fuch a Share of every

Man’s Property, as is neceffary to preferve the

" Whole, and to defend evcg' an and his Pro-

perty from foreign and domeftick Injuries. Thefe
are the Boundaries of the Power of the Magiftrate,
who deferts his Fun&ion whenever he breaks them,

" By the Laws of Society, he is more limited and

L3 seftrained
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reftrained than any Man amongft them ; fince,
while they are abfolutely free in all their A&tions,
which purely concern themfelves ; all his Actions,
as a publick Perfon, being for the Sake of So-
ciety, muft refer to it, and anfwer the Ends of
-1t.

It is a miftaken Notion in Government, that
the Intereft of the Majority is only to be confulted,
fince in Society every Man has a Right to every
Man’s Affiftance in the Enjoyment and Defence
of his private Property; otherwife the greater
Number may fell the lefler, and divide their Eftates
amongft themfelves; and fo, inftead of a Society,
where all peaceable Men are proteted, become
a Confpiracy of the Many againft the Minority.
With as mueh Equity may one Man wantonly
difpofe of all, and Violence may be fan&ified by
mere Power. )

And it is as foolifh to fay, that Government
is concerned to. meddle with the private Thoughts
and Actions of Men, while they injure neither

¢ the Society, nor any of its Members. Every Man
is, in Nature and Reafon, the Judge and Difpo-
fer of his own domeftick Affairs ; and, accord-
ing to the Rules of Religion and Equity, every

. Man muft carry his own Confecience. So that
neither has the Magiftrate a Right to direét the
private Behaviour of Men; nor has the Magi-

. ftrate, or any body elfe, any Manner of Power to
model People’s Speculations, no more than their
Dreams. - Government being intended to prote@
Men from the Injuries of one another, and not to
dire& them in their own Affairs, in which no one

- is interefted but themfelves ; itis plain, that their
. : Thoughts
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Thoughts and domeftick Concerns are exempted

_intirely from its Jurifdi®tion: In Truth, Mens -

Thoughts are not fubjeét to their own Jurifdic~

- tlon.

Idiots aud Lunaticks indeed, who cannot take

" Care of themfelves, muft be taken Care of by

others : But whilft Men have their five Senfes,
1 cannot fee what the Magiftrate has to do with
A&ions by which the Society cannot be affected ;
and ‘where he meddles with fuch, he meddles im-
pertinently or tyrannically. Muft the Maviftrate

_tie up every Man’s Legs, becaufe fome Men fall

into Ditches? Or, muft he put out their Eyes,
becaufe with them they “fee lying Vanities ? Or,
would it become the Wifdom and Care of Gover=-
nors to eftablifh a travelling Society, to prevent
People, by a proper Confinement, from throwing
themfelves into Wells, or over Precipices; Or to
endow a Fraternity of Phyfictans and Surgeons all
over the Nation, to take Care of their Subje&s
Health, without being confulted ; and to voinit,
bleed, purge, and fcarify them at Pleafure, whe-
ther they would or no, juft as thefe eftablithed
Judges of Health fhould think fit? If this were
the Cafe, what a Stir and Hubbub fhould we foon
fee kept about the eflablithed Potions and Lancets?
Every Man, Woman, or Child, though ever fo
healthy, muft be a Patient, or woce be to them !
The beft Diet and Medicines would foon grow
pernicious from any other Hand ; and their Pills
alone, however ridiculous, infufficient, .or diftafte-
ful, would be attended with a Bleffing.
Let People alone, and they will take Care of
themfelves, and do it beft; and if they do not, a
L 4 fufficient
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fufficient Punifhment will follow their Negle&,

without the Magiftrate’s Interpofition and Penzl-

“ties. Itis plain, that fuch bufy Care and officious
Intrufion into the perfonal Affairs, or private
Actions, Thoughts, and Imaginations of Men,
has in it more Craft than Kindnefs ; and is only
a Device to miflead People, and pick their Pock-

‘ets, under the falfe Pretence of the publick and
their private Good. To quarrel with any Man
for his Opinions, Humours, or the Fafthion of his
Clothes, is an Offence taken without being given.

“What is it to a Magiftrate how I wath my Hands,
or cut my Corns; what Fafhion or Colours I
wear, or what Notions I entertain, or what Ge-
ftures I ufe, or what Words I pronounce, when
they pleafe me, and do him and my Neighbour
no Hurt? As wecll may he determine the Co-
lour of my Hair, and controul my Shape and Fea-
tures. :

True and impartial Liberty is therefore the
Riglit of every Man to purfue the natural, rea-
fonable, and religious Dictates of his own Mind ;
to think what he will, and aé as he thinks, pro-
vided he alts not to the Prejudice of another ; to
frend his own Money himfelf, and lay out the
Produce of his L:bour his own Way ; and to la-
bour for his own Pl:afure and Profit, and not for
others who are idle, and would live and riot by
pillaging and oppreffing him, and thefe that are
like him.

So that Civil Government is only a partial Re-

~ ftraint put by the Laws of Agreement and Society
upon natural and abfolute Liberty, which might -

- otherwife grow licentious : And Tyranny is an

unlimited
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unlimited Reftraint put upon natural Liberty, b

the Will of one or a few. Magiftracy, among

a free People, is the Exercife of Power for the
Sake of the People ; and Tyrants abufe the People,
for the Sake of Power. Free Government is thg
prote&ing the People in their Liberties by ftated
Rules : ’fyranny is a brutifh Struggle for unlimited
Libterty to one or afew, who would rob all others
‘I),f {t}heir Liberty, and a&t by no Rule but lawlefs

u 1]

So much for an Idea of Civil Liberty. I wilk
now add a Word or two, to fhew how much it is
the Delight and Paffion of Mankind ; and then
thew its Advantages.

The Love of iiberty is an Apperite fo ftrongly
implanted in the Nature of all Living Creatures,
that even the Appetite of Self-prefervation, which
is allowed to be the ftrongeft, feems to be con-
tained in it ; fince by the Means of Liberty they
enjoy the Means of preferving themfelves, and of
fatisfying their Defires in the Manner which they
themfelves choofe and like beft. Many Animals
€an never be tamed, but fcel the Bitternefs of Re-
ftraint in the midft of the kindeft Ufage; and ra-
ther than bear it, grieve and ftarve themfelves to
Death ; and fome beat out their Brains againft their
Prifons.

Where Liberty is loft, Life grows precarious,
always miferable, often intolerable. Liberty is, to
live upon one’s own Terms ; Slavery is, to live at
the mere Mercy of another ; and a Life of Slavery
is, to thofe who can bear it, a continual State of
Uncertainty and Wretchednefs, often an Appre-
henfion of Violence, often the lingering Dread of

g 5 a violent
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a violent Death: But by others, when no other
Remedy is to be had, Death is reckoned a good
one. And thus, to many Men, and to many
other Creatures, as well as Men, the Love of Li-
berty is beyond the Love of Life.

" This Paffion for Liberty in Men, and their Pof-
feffion of it, is of that Efficacy and Importance,
that it feems the Parent of all the Virtues : And
therefore in free Countries there feems to be an-
other Species of Mankind, than is to be found
under Tyrants.- Small Armies of Greeks and Ro- -
mans delpifed the greateft Hofts of Slaves; and a
Million of Slaves have been fometimes beaten and
conquered by a few Thoufand Freemen. Info-
much that the Difference feemed greater between
them than between Men and Sheep. It was there-
fore well faid by Lucullus, when, being about to
engage the great King Tigranes’s Army, he was
told by fome of his Officers, how prodigious great
the fame was, confifting of between Three and
Four Hundred Thoufand Men : Ny matter, faid
that brave Roman, drawing up his little Army of
Fourteen Thoufand, but Fourteen Thoufand Ro-
mans : No matter ; the Lion never enquires into the
Number of the Sheep. And thefe Royal Troops
proved no better ; for the Romans had little elfe to
do but to kill and purfue ; which yet they could
fcarce do for laughing ; fo much more were they
diverted than animated by the ridiculous Dread and
fudden Flight of thefe Imperial Slavcs and Royal
Cowards. , ’ .

Men eternally cowed and opprefled by haughty
and infolent Governors, made bafe themfelves by
the Bafenefs of that Sort of Government, and be-
. , come

2
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come Slaves by ruling over Slaves, want Spirit and
Souls to meet in the Field Freemen, who fcorn Op-
preflors, and are their own Governors, or at leaft
meafure and dire&t the Power of their Governors.
Education alters Nature, and becomes ftronger.
Slavery, while it continues, being a perpetual Awe
upon the Spirits, deprefles them, and finks natural
Cougage ; and Want and Fear, the Concomitants
of Bondage, always produce Defpondency and -
Bafenefs ; nor will K/Ien in Bonds ever fight brave-
}iy, but to be free. Indeed, what elfe fhould they
15ht for ; fince every Victory that they gain for a
yrant, makes them poorer and fewer ; and, in~

- creafing his Pride, increafes his Cruelty, with their

own Mifery and Chains ?

- Thofe, who, from Terror and Delufion, the
frequent Caufes and certain Effe&s of Servitude,
came to think their Governors greater than Men,

* as they find them worfe, will be as apt to think

themfelves lefs: And when the Head and the
Heart are thus both gone, the Hands will fignify
little. They who are ufed like Beafts, will be
apt to degenerate into Beafts. But thofe, on the
contrary, who, by the Freedom of their Govern-
ment and Education, are taught and accuftomed
to think freely of Men and Things, find, by com-
paring one Man with another, that all Men are
naturally alike ; and that their Governors, as they
have the fame Face, Conftitution, and. Shape with
themfelves, and are fubjet to the fame Sicknefs, -
Accidents, and Death, with the meaneft of their
People; fo they poflefs the fame Paflions and Fa-
culties of the Mind which® their Subjeéts poffefs,
and not better. They therefore fcorn to degrade
and
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and proftrate themfelves, to adore thofe of their
own Species, however covered with Titles, and
difguifed by Power : They confider them as their
own Creatures ; and, as far as they furmount
themfelves, the Work of their own Hands, and
only the chief Servants of the State, who have no
more Power to do Evil than one of themfelves,

and are void of every Privilege and Superiority,

but to ferve them and the State. They know it
to be a Contradiétion in Religion and Reafon, for
any Man to have a Right to do Evil ; that not to
- refift any Man’s Wickednefs, is to encourage it ;

“and that they have the leaft Reafon to bear Evil
“and Oppreflion from their Governors, who of all

Men are the moft obliged to do them Good. They

“therefore deteft Slavery, and defpife or pity Slaves;

-and, adoring Liberty alone, as they who fee its

Beauty and fcel its Advantages always will, it is

-no Wonder that they are brave for it.

Indeed Liberty is the divine Source of all human
Happinefs. To poflefs, in Security, the Effe&s
of our Induftry, is the moft powerful and reafon-
able Incitement te be induftrious : And to be able
‘to provide for our Children, and to leave them all
that we have, is the beft Motive to beget them.
But where Property is precarious, Labour will
languith. ‘The Privileges of thinking, faying,
and doing what we pleafe, and of growing as
rich as we can, without any other Reftriction,
than that by all this we hurt not the Publick, nor
one another, are the glorious Privileges of Liberty ;
and its Effe@s, to live in Freedom, Plenty, and
Safety.

Thefe are Privileges that increafe Mankind,

: and
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and the Hppinefs of Mankind. And therefore
Countries are generally peopled in Proportion as.
they are free, and are certainly happy in that Pro-
_portion: And upon the fame Tra& of Land that
“would maintain 2 Hundred Thoufand Freemen in
Plenty, Five Thoufand Slgves would ftarve. In
Faly, fertile Italy, Men die fometimes of Hunger
amongft the Sheaves, and in a plentiful Har-
veft ; for what they fow and reap is none of their
.own ; and their cruel and greedy Governors,
who live by the Labour of their wretched Vaffals,,
do not fuffer them to eat the Bread of their own
Earning, nor to fuftain their Lives with their own
"Hands. :
Liberty naturally draws new Pecple to it, as
well as inereafes the old Stock ; and Men as natu-
rally run when they dare from Slavery and Wretch-
ednefs, whitherfoever they can help themfelves.
Hence great Cities lofing their Liberty become
Defarts, and little Towns by Liberty grow great
Cities ; as will be fully proved before I have gone
through this Argument. I will notdeny, but that
there are fome great Cities of Slaves: But fuch are
only Imperial Cities, and the Seats of great Princes,
‘who draw the Wealth of a Continent to their Ca-
pital, the Center of their Treafure and Luxury.
Babylon, Antioch,Seleveia,and Alexandria,were great
Cities peopled by Tyrants ; but peopled partly by
Force, partly by'the above Reafon, and partly by
Gerrants and Indulgencies. Their Power, great and
boundlefs as it was, could not alone people their
Cities; but they were forced to foften Authority by
Kindnefs ; and having brought the Inhabitants to-
.gcther by Force, and by driving them Captive like
. , Cattle,
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Cattle, could not keep them together, without be-
ftowing on them many Privileges, to encourage
the firft Inhabitants to ftay, and to invite more to
come.

This was a Confeflion in thofe Tyrants, that
their Power was mifchievous and unjuft ; fince they
could not ere&t one great City, and make it flou-
rith, without renouncing in a great meafure their
Power over it ; which, by granting it thefe Privi-
leges, in Effect they did. Thefe Privileges were
fixed Laws, by which the Trade and Induftry of
the Citizens were encouraged, and their Lives and
Properties afcertained and proteted,, and no longer
fubjeted to the Laws of mere Will and Pleafure :
And therefore,while thefe free Cities, enjoying their
own Liberties and Laws, flourithed under them,
the Provinces were miferably harrafled, pillaged,
difpeopled, and impoverifhed, and the Inhabitants
exhaufted, ftarved, butchered, and carried away
captive.

This fhews that all Civil Happinefs and Profpe-
rity is infeparable from Liberty ; and that Tyranny
cannot make Men, or Societies of Men, happy,
without departing from its Nature, and giving them
* Privileges inconfiftent with Tyranny. And hereis
an unanfwerable Argument, amongft a Thoufand
others, againft abfolute Power in a fingle Man.
Nor is there one Way in the Wosld to give Hap-
pinefs to Communities, but by theltering them
under certain and exprefs Laws, irrevocable at
any Man’s Plcafure.

There is not, nor can be, any Security for a
~ People to truft to the mere Will of one, who,
while his Will is his Law, cannot protect thetlr;
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if he would. The Number of Sycophants and
wicked Counfellors, that he will always and ne-
ceflarily have about him, will defeat all his good

- Intentions, by reprefenting Things falfly, and

Perfons malicioufly ; by fuggefting Danger where
it is not, and urging Neceflity where there is
none; by filling their own Coffers, under Colour
of filling his, and by raifing Money for themfelves,
pretending the publick Exigencies of the State ;
by facrificing particular Men to their own Re-
venge, under Pretence of publick Security ; and
by engaging him and his People in dangerous and
deftru@ive Wars, for their own Profit or Fame ;
by throwing publick Affairs into perpetual Confu-
fion, to prevent an Enquiry into their own Beha-
viour ; and by making him jealous of his People,.
and his People of him, on purpofe to manage and
miflead both Sides.

By all thefe, and many more wicked Arts, they
will be conftantly leading him into eruel and op~
preflive Meafures, deftru&tive to his People, fcan-
dalous and dangerous to himflf ; but entirely agree-
able to their own Spirit and Defigns. Thus will
they commit all Wickednefs by their Mafter’s Au-
thority, againft his Inclinations, and grow rich by
the People’s Poverty, without his Knowledge ; and
the Royal Authority will be firft a Warrant for
Oppreflion, afterwards a Prote&ion from the Pu~
nilbment due to it. For, in fhort,  the Power of
Princes is often little elfe but a Stalking-Horfe to
the Intrigues and Ambition of their Minifter,

But if the Difpofition of fuch a Prince be evil,
what muft be the forlorn Condition of his People;
and what Door of Hope can remain for common

Proteétion *
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Prote@ion! The beft Princes have often evilCoun-
fellors, the Bad will have no other: And in fucha
- Cafe, what Bounds can be fet to their Fury, and
to the Havock they will make ? The Inftruments
and Advifers of Tyranny and Depredation always
thrive beft and are neareft their Ends, when De-
‘predation and Tyranny run higheft : When moft
is plundered from the People, their Share is great-
eft ; we may therefore fuppofe every Evil will befal
fucha People, without fuppofing extravagantly. No
Happinefs, no Security, but certain Mifery, and a
vile and precarious Life, are the bleffed Terms of
fuch a Government—A Government which ne-
ceflarily introduces all Evils, and from the fame
‘Neceflity néeither muft nor can redrefs any.

The Nature of his Education, bred up as he
ever is in perpetual Flattery, makes him haughty
and ignorant ; and the Nature of his Government,
‘which fubfifts by brutifh Severity and Oppreffion,
‘makes him cruel. He is inacceflible, but by his
-Minifters, whofe Study and Intereft will be to keep
him from knowing or helping the State of his mi-
ferable People. Their Mafter’s Knowledge in his
-own Affairs; would break in upon their Scheme
and Power ; they are not likely to lay before him
Reprefentations of Grievances caufed by them-
felves ; nor, if they be the Effe&s of his own Bar-
barity and Command, will he hear them.

Even where abfolute Princes are not Tyrants,
there Minifters will be Tyrants, But it is indeed
impofiible for an arbitrary Prince to be otherwife,
fince Opprefficn is abfolutely neceffary to his being
fo. Without giving his People Liberty, he cannot
make them happy ; and by giving them Liberty,
v . he
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he gives up his own Power. So that to be ard
continue arbitrary, he is doomed to be a Tyrant
in his own Defence. The Oppreflion of the
People, Corruption, wicked Counfellors, and perni-
cious Maxims in the Court, and every where Bafe-
nefs, Ignorance, and Chains, muft fupport Ty-

" ranny, or it cannot be fupported. So that in fuch

Governments there are inevitableGrievances, with-
out poffible Redrefs ; Mifery, without Mitigation

- or Remedy ; whatever is good for the People, is
-bad for their Governors ; and what is good for the

Governors, is pernicious to the People.

Iam, &ci

SATURDAY, Fanuary 27, 1721. No. 63.

Civil Liberty produces all Civil Bleffings, and how

with the baneful Nature of Tyranny.
SIR, ' ,
Go on with my Confiderations upon Liberty, t

thew that all Civil Virtue and Happinefs, every
moral Excellency, all Politenefs, all good Arts

“and Sciences, are produced by Liberty ; and that

all Wickednefs, Bafenefs, and Mifery, are imme-
diately and neceffarily produced by Tyranny ;
which being founded upon the Deftrution of
every thing that is valuable, defireable, and noble,,
muft fubfift upon Means fuitable to its Nature, and

~remain in everlafting Enmity to all Goodnefs and
" every buman Blefling.

By
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By the Eftablithment of Liberty, a due Diftri-
bution of Property and an equal Diftaibution of
Juftice is eftablithed and fecured. As Rapine is
the Child of Oppreffion, Juftice is the Offspring
of Liberty, and her Handmaid ; itis the Guardian
of Innocence, and the Terror of Vicg: And when
. Fame, Honour, and Advantages, are the Re-

wards of Virtue, the will be courted for the Dower
which fhe brings ; otherwife, like Beauty without
Wealth, fhe may be praifed, but more probably
will be calumniated, envied, and very often perfe-
cuted; while Vice, when it is gainful, like rich
Defermity znd profperous Folly, will be admired
and purfued. Where Virtue is all its own Re-
ward, fhe will be feldom thought any ; and few
wiil buy That for a great Price, which will fell for
none. So that Virtue, to be followed, muft be
endowed, and her Credit is beft {fecured by her In-
terelt ; that is, fthe muft be ftrengthened and re-
. commended by the publick Laws, and embellifhed

* by publick Encouragements, or elfe the will be
flighted and fhunned.

Now the Laws which encourage and increafe
Virtue, are the fixed Laws of general and impar-
tial Liberty ; Laws, which being the Rule of
every Man’s A&tions, and the Meafures: of every
Man’s Power, make Honefty and Egquity their
Intereft. Where Liberty is thoroughly eftablithed,
and its Laws equally executed, every Man wil
find his Account 'n doing as he would be done un-
to, and no Man will take from another what he
would not part with himfelf: Honour and Ad-
vantage will follow the Upright, Punifhment over-
take the Oppreflor: The Property of the Pofli

’ w
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~ will be as facred as the Privileges of the Prince,
-and the Law will be the only Bulwark of both.

Every Man’s honeft Induftry and ufeful Talents,
while they are employed for the Publick, will be
employed for himfelf ; and while he ferves him«
felf, he will ferve the Pyblick : Publick and pri-
vate Intereft will fecure each other ; -all will chear-
fully give a Part to fecure the Whole, and be brave

- to defend it. ‘

Thefe certain Laws therefore are the only cer-
tain Beginnings and Caufes of Honefty and Virtue

. amongft Men. There may be other Motives, I

own ; but fuch as only fway particular Men, few
enough, God knows: And univerfal Experience
has thewn us, that they are not generally prevail-
ing, and never to be depended upon. Now thefe
Laws are to be produced by Liberty alone, and
only by fuch Laws ean Liberty be fecured and in-
creafed : And to make Laws certainly good, they
muft be made by mutual Agreement, and have for
their End the general Intereft. oo
But Tyranny muft ftand upon Force ; and
the Laws of Tyranny being only the fickle Will

- and unfteady Appetite of one Man, which may

vary every Hour ; there can be no fettled Rule
of Right or Wrong in the variable Humours and
fudden Paffions of a Tyrant, who, though he
may fometimes punifh Crimes, perhaps more out
of Rage than Juftice, will be much more likely
to perfecute and opprefs Innocence, and to deftray
Thoufands cruelly, for one that he proteéts juftly.
"Fhere are Inftances of Princes, who, being out of
Humour with a Favourite, have put to Death all
that fpoke well of him, and afterwards all that
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d.d not : Of Princes, who put fome of their Mi-
nifters to Death, for ufing one or two of their
Barbers and Buffoons ill ; as they did others of
their Minifters, for ufing a whole Country well:
*Of Princes, who have deftroyed, a whole Pecple,
for the Crimes or Virtues of one Man ; and who,
having killed a Minion in a Paffion, have, to re-
venge themfelves upon thofe who had not pro-
voked them, deftroyed in the fame unreafonable
Fury, a Hundred of their Servants who had no
Hand in it, as well as all that had ; who yet
would have been deftroyed, had they not done 1t:
Of Princes, who have deftroyed Millions in fin-
‘gle mad Proje&ts and Expeditions : Of Princes,
who have given up Cities and Provinces to the
Revenge or Avarice of a vile Woman or Eunuch,
to be plundered, or maflacred, or burned, ashe
or the thought fit to dire&t: Of Princes, who, to
gratify the Ambition and Rapine of a few forry
ervants, have loft the Hearts of their whole
People, and detached themfelves from their good
Subjedts, to prote& thefe Men in their Iniquity,
- who yet had done them no other Service, but that
of deftroying their Reputation, and fhaking their
“Throne. T
Such are arbitrary Princes, whofe Laws are
-nothing but fudden Fury, or hfting Folly and
Wickednefs in uncertain Shapes. Hopeful
Rules thefe, for the governing of Mankind, and
making them happy ! Rules which are none, fince
they cannot be depended upon for a Moment ;
and generally change for the worfe, if that can be.
A Subje& worth Twenty Thoufand Pounds to
Day, may, by a fudden Ediét iffued by the dark

: Counfcl
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Counfel of a Traytor, be a Beggar to Morrow, .
and lofe his Life without forfeiting the fame. The:
Property of the whole Kingdom fhall be great, or
little, or none, juft at the Mercy of a Secretary’s
Pen, guided by a Child, ora Dotard, or a foolifh
‘Woman, or a favourite Buffoon, or a Gametfter,
or whoever is uppermoft for the Day ; the next
Day fhall alter entirely the Yefterday’s Scheme,
though not for the better; and the fame Men, in
different Humours, fhall be the Authors of both.
Thus in arbitrary Countries, a Law aged Two
Days is an old Law ; and no Law is fuffered to.
be a fanding Law, but fuch as are found by long
Experience to be fo very bad, and fo thoroughly
deftru&tive, that human Malice, and all the Arts
of a Tyrant’s Court, cannot make them worfe.
——A Court which never ceafeth to fqueeze, kill, -
2 and opprefs, tillit has wound up human Mifery fo
=t high, that it will go no further. This is fo much
i1 Fa&, that I appeal to all Hiftory and Travels,
& and to thofe that read them, whether in arbitrary
27 Countries, both in Eurepe and out of it, the People
<} do not grow daily thinner, and their Mifery.
w  greater 5 and whether Countries are not peopled
% and rich, in Proportion to the Liberty which they
enjoy and allow. , ,
s It has been long my Opinion, and is more
! and more fo, that in flavifh Countries the People
. muft either throw off their cruel and deftroyin
% Government, and fet up another in its Room,
% or in fome Ages the Race of Mankind there will
8 be extin@®. Indeed, if it had not been for free
13 States, that have repaired and prevented in many
s Places the Mifchiefs done by Tyrants, the Earth
: had
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had been long fince a Defart, as the fineft Coun-
tries in it are at this Day by that Means. The
Gardens of the World, the fruitful and lovely
Countries of the lower Afia, filled formerly by
Liberty with People, Politenefs, and Plenty, are
now glorioufly peopled with Owls and Grafthop-
pers ; and perhaps here and there, atvaft Diftan-
ces, with Inhabitants not more valuable, and lefs
happy ; afew dirty Huts of Slaves groaning, ftarv-
ving, and perifhing, under the fatherly Protection
of the Sukan, a Prince of the moft Orthodox
Standard.

The Laws therefore of Tyrants are not Laws,
but wild A&s of Will, counfelled by Rage or
_ Folly, and executed by Dragoons. And as thefe
Laws are evil, all Sorts of Evil muft concur to
fupport them. While the People have Common-
Senfe left, they will eafily fee whether they are
juftly governed, and well or ill ufed ; whether they
are proteted or plundered : They will know that
no Man ought to be the Dire&or of the Affairs of
‘All, without their Confent ; that no Confent can
give him unlimited Power over their Bodies and
Minds ; and that the Laws of Nature can never
- be entirely abrogated by pofitive Laws ; but that,
on the contrary, the entering into Society, and
becoming fubje&t to Governmcnt, is only the part-
ing with natural Liberty, in fome Inftances, to be
* protected in the Enjoyment of it in others.

So that for any Man to have arbitrary Power,
he muft have it without Confent ; or if it be un-
advifedly given at firft, they who gave it'foon re-
pent when they find its Effe@s. In Truth, all
thofe Princes that have fuch Power, by keeping up

great
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t Armies in Time of Peace, effeGually con- .

fefs that they rule without Confent, and dread
their People, whofe worft Enemies they undoubt-
edly are. An arbitrary Prince therefore muft pre-
ferve and execute his Power by Force and Terror ;
which yet will not do, without calling in the auxi-
liary Aids and ftrict Allies of Tyranny, Impofture,
and conftant Oppreflion. Let this People be ever
fo low and miferable, if they be not alfo blind,
be is not fafe. He muft have eftablifhed Decei-
vers to miflead them with Lyes, to terrify them
with the Wrath of God, in cafe they ftir Hand
or Foot, or fo much asa Thought,”to mend their’
doleful Condition ; as if the good God was the
San&ifier of all Villainy, the Patron of the worft
of all Villains ! -He muft have a Band of ftanding
Cut-throats to murder all Men who would facri-
legioufly defend their own. And both his Cut-
throats and his Deceivers muft go Shares with him
in his Tyranny.

Men will naturally fee their Interefts, feel their
Condition ; will quickly find that the Sword, the
Rack, and the Spunge, are not Government, but
the Height of Cruelty and Robbery ; and will ne-
ver fubmit to them, but by the united Powers of
Violence and Delufion : Their Bodies muft be
chained, their Minds enchanted and deceived ;
the Sword kept conftantly over their Heads, and
their Spirits kept low with Poverty, before they
can be brought to be ufed at the wanton and bru- .
tith Pleafure of the moft dignified and lofty Op-
preflor. 8o that God muft be belied, his Crea-
tures muft be fettered, frightened, deceived, and
ftarved, and Mankind made bafe and undone,

o B that
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that one of the worft of them may live rio-
toufly and fafely amongft his Whores, Butchers,
and Buffoons. i

Men, therefore, muft ceafe to be Men, and
in Stupidity and Tamenefs grow Cattle, before
they can become quiet Subjects to fuch a Govern-
ment ; which is a Complication of all the Villai-
nies, Falthood, Oppreflion, Cruelty, and De-
predation, upon the Face of the Earth: Nor can
there be 2 more provoking, impudent, thocking,
and blafpemous Pofition, than to affert all this
Groupe of Horrors, or the Author of them, to be
of God’s Appointment. :

If fuch Kings are by God appointed,
Satan may be the Lord’s Anointed.

And whoever fcatters fuch Do&rine, ought, by all
the Laws of God, Reafon, and Self-prefervation,
to be put to Death as a general Poifoner, and Ad-
vocate for publick Deftruction.

All Men own, that it is the Duty of a Prince
to prote&t his People: And {fome have faid, that it
is their Duty to obey him, when he butchers them.
—An admirable Confequence, and full of fweet
Confolation | His whole Bufinefs and Office is to
defend them, and to do them Good ; therefore
they are bound to let him deftroy them.—Was
ever fuch Impudence in an enlightened Country ?
It is perfe&ly agreeable to the Doctrines and Fol-
lowers of Mahomet : But fhall Englifbmen, who
make their own Laws, be told, that they have no
Right to the common Air, to the Life and For-
tune which God has given them, but by the Per-

miflion
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‘miffiofs of an Officer of their own' making ; who
¢is what he is only for their Sakes and' Security,
“and has no more Right to thefe Bleffings, nor to
do Evil, than one of themfelves ! And fhall we

_be.told this by Men, who are eternally the firft to

violate their own Doétrines?- Or fhall they after -
“this have the Front to teach us any Doétrine, or
“to recommend to us any one Virtué, when they
‘have thus given up all Virtue and Truth, "and
‘every Bleffing that Life affords? For there is no
Evil, Mifery, and Wickednefs, which arbitrary
Monarchies do not produce, and- muft produce’;
nor do they, nor can they, produce any certain,

. general, or diffufive:Good. -

I have fhewn, in my laft, that an arbitraniy
“Prince cannot protet his People if he would;
and T add ‘here, - that he dares not, It would difs

" "guft the Inftruments of his Power, and the Sharers

in his Oppreffion, who will confider the Property
of the People as the Perquifites of their Office,
-and claim a Privilege of being litile Tyrants, for
‘making him a great'one : So that every Kindnefs
'to his Subjes will bz a Grievance to his Servants 3
‘and he muft affert and exercife' his Tyranny to
"thé Height for ‘their Sakes, or they will do it for
him. And the Inftances are rare, if any, of any
abfolute Monarch’s prote&ing in earncft his People
againft the Depredations of his Minifters and Sol-
diers, but it has coft him his Life; as may be
dhewn by many Examples in the Roman Hiftory.:
For this the Emperor Per¢inax was murdered, and
fo was Galba. ., o coer
- -~ Machiavel has told us, that it is impoffible for
fuch a Prince to pleafe both the People and- his.
Vor. Il M Soldiers ;
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Soldiers: The one will not be fatisfied without
Proteion, nor the other without Rapine: To
comply with the People, he muft give up his
Power; to comply with his Soldiers, he muft
give up his People. So that to continue what he
1s, and to preferve himfelf from the Violence of
bis Followers, he muft countenance all their Vil-
lainics and Oppreffion, and be himfelf no morse
than an Imperial Thief at the Head of a Band
of Thieves ; for which Chara&ter he is generally
well qualified by the bafe and cruel Maxims of
that Sort of Power, and by the vile Education al-
- ways given to fuch a Prince by the worft and
moft infamous of all Men, their fupple and lying
Sycophants.

Even the Chriftian Religion can do but little or
no Good in Lands of Tyranny, - fince Miracles
have ceafed ; but is made to do infinite Harm, by
being corrupted and perverted into a deadly Engine
in the Hands of a Tyrant and his Impoftors, to
rivet his Subje€@ts Chains, and to confirm them
thorough Wretches, Slaves, and Ignorants. I can-
not indeed fay, that they have the Chriftian Reli-
gion at all amongft them, but only ufe its amiable
Name to countenance abominable Falthoods, Non-
fenfe, and heavy Oppreflion ; to defend furious
and implacable Bigotry, which is the dire& Cha-
m&eril!t’ick and Spirit of Mabemetifm, and deftroys
the very Genius and firft Principles of Chriftianity.
All this will be further fhewn hereafter. I fhal
conclude with obferving, that arbitrary Monar
18 a conftant War u u:ichaven and Earth, agai
the Souls as well as Bodies and Properties of Men,

G J am, &c,

~ SATUR-
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. SATURDAY, February 3,1721. No. b4

Trade and Naval Power the Offipring of Civil Libere
ty ondy, and cannet [ub/ift without i

. S IR, v .
: I HAVE in former Letters begun to thew, b{ ,
an Indu&ioa of Particulars, and fhall hereaf-
ter more fully fhew, that Population, Riches,
true Religion, Virtue, Magnanimity, Arts, Sci~
ences, and ing, are the neceflary Effe@ls
and Productions of Liberty; and fhall fpend this
Paper in proving, that an extenfive Trade, Na-
vigation, and Naval Power, entirely flow from
the fame Source: In this Cafe, if natural Ade
vantage and Encouragements de wanting, Art,
Expence, and Violence, are loft and thrown
‘away. Nothing is more certain, than that Trade
cannot be forced; the is a coy and humorous
. Dame, who muft be won by Flattery and Allure-
ments; and always flies Force and Power ; fhe is
not confined to Nations, Se&@s, or Climates, but
gravels and wanders about the Earth, till the fixes
her Refidence where fhe finds the beft Welcome
and kindeft Reception 5 her Contexture is fo nice
and delicate, that the cannot breathe in a tyranni-
cal Air; Will and Pleafure are fo oppofite to her
Nature, that but touch her with the Sword, and
fhe dies: But if you give her gentle and kind En-
tertainment, fhe is a grateful and beneficent Mi-
ftrefs ; fhe will turn Deferts into fruitful Fields,
Villages into great Cities, Cottages into Palaces,
: M2 Beggars
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Beggars into Princes, convert Cowards into He-
roes, Blockheads into Philofophers ; will change
the Coverings of little Worms into the richeft Bro-
cades, the Fleeces of harmlefs Sheep into the Pride
and Ornaments of Kings, and by a further Meta-
morphofis will tranfmute them again into armed
Hofts and haughty Fleets. o
Now itis abfolutely impoffible, from the Nature
of an arbitrary Government, that the thould enjoy
Sécurity and Proté&ion, or indeed be free from
Violence, under it. ‘There is not One Man in a
Thoufand that has the Endowments and Abilities
neceflary to govern a State, and much fewer yet
that have juft Notions how to make Trade and
Commerce ufeful and advantageous to it; and,
amongft thefe, it is rare to find one who will fore-
go all perfonal Advantages, and devote himfelf and
his Labours wholly to his Country’s Intereft : But
if fuch a Pheenix fhould arife in any Country, he
will find it hard to get Accefs to an arbitrary
Court, and much harder yet to grapple with and
ftem the raging Corruptions in it, where Virtue
has nothing to do, and Vice rides triumphant;
where Bribery, fervile Flattery, blind Submiffion,
riotous Expence, and very often Luft and unnatu-
ral Proftitutions, are the Ladders to Greatnefs;
which will certainly be fupported by the fame Me-
thods by which it is obtained.
. What has a virtuous Man to do, or what can
he do, in fuch Company ? If he pity the People’s
Calamities, he fhall be called feditious ; if he re-
commend any publick Good, he fhall be called
preaching Fool ; if he fhould live foberly and vir-
tuoufly himfelf, they will think him fit only t(} be
. o ent
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fent to a Cloyfter ; "if he do not flatter the Prince
and his Superiors, he will be thought to envy their
Profperity ; if he prefume to advife his Prince to
purfue his true Intereft, he will be efteemed a for-
midable Enemy to the whole Court, who will
unite to deftroy him : In fine, his Virtues will be
Crimes, Reproaches, and of dangerous Confe~
quence to thofe who have none. As Jails pick up
all the little pilfering Rogues of a Country, fo
fuch Courts engrofs all the great Ones ; who.have
no Bufinefs theré but to grow rich, and to riot
upon the publick Calamities, to ufe all the Means
of Oppreflion and Rapine, to make hafty, For-
tunes before the Bow-ftring overtakes them, or a
fudden Favourite fupplants them.

Now what Encouragement or Security can
Trade and Induftry receive from fuch a Crew
of Banditti ? No Privileges and Immunities, or

_even Protection, can be obtained but for Money,

and are always granted to fuch who give moft;
and thefe again fhall be curtailed, altered, abro-

"gated, and cancelled, upon the Change of 2 Mi-

nifter, or of his Inclinations, Intereft, and Ca-
prices : Monopolies, exclufive Companies, Liber-
ties of Pre-emption, &'c. fhall be obtained for
Bribes or Favour, or in Truft for Great Men, or
vile and worthlefs Women. Some Merchants
thall be openly encouraged and prote&ed, and get

- Exemptions from Searches and Duties, or fhall be

connived at in efcaping them; others fhall be
burthened, opprefled, manacled, ftopped, and de~
layed, to extort Prefents, to wreak Revenge, or
to give Preference of Markets to Favourites. Go-
vernors of Port-Towns, or of Colonies, who have

M 3 purchafed
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purchafed their Employments at Court, fhall be
indulged and countenanced in making Reprifals
upon the Traders, and to enable them to fatisfy
the yearly Prefents due to Minions: Admirals and
Commanders of Men of War fhall prefs their Sai-
lors, to be paid for not doing it; and Military
Officers and Soldiers fhall moleft and interrupt
them in the Courfe of their Commerce and honeft
Induftry. :

Nor fhall it be in the Power of the moft vigi-
lant, active and virtuous Prince, to prevent thefe
and a Thoufand other daily Oppreflions ; he muft
fee with his Minifters Eyes, and hear with their
Ears; nor can there be any Accefs to him but by
their Means, and by their Leave : Conftant Spies
fhall watch and obferve the firft Intentions, or
leaft Approaches to a Complaint ; and the Perfon
injured%all be threatened, way-laid, imprifoned,
perhaps murdered ; but if he efcape all their Trea-
cheries, and can get to the Ear of his Prince, it
is ércat odds but he will be treated and punifhed as
a Calumniator, a falfe Accufer, and a feditious
Difturber of his Majefty’s Government : No Wit-
nefs will dare to appear for him, many falfe ones
will be fuborned againft him ; and the whole Poffe
of Minifters, Officers, Favourites, Parafites, Pa-
thicks, Strumpets, Buffoons, Fidlers, and Pimps,
will confpire to ruin him, as a common Enemy to
their common Intereits.

But if all thefe Mifchiefs could be avoided, the
Necefities of fuch a Prince, arifing from the Pro-
fufion and vaft Expence of his Court, from his
foolith Wars, and the Depredations, Embezzle-
sents, and various Thefts of his Minifters and
: ' Servants,
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Servants, will be always calling for new Supplies,
for new Extortions, which muft be raifed by all
the Means by which they can be raifed: New
and fudden Impofitions fhall be put upon Trade,
new Loans be exatted from Merchants ; Com-
modities of general ufe fhall be bought up by the
Prince’s Order, perhaps upon Truft, and after-
wards retailed again at extravagant Advantages:
Merchants fhall be encouraged to import their
Goods, upon Promifes of eafy and gentle Ufage;

~ thefe Goods when imported fhall be fubjeCted to

exorbitant Impofitions and Cuftoms, perhaps-con-

- fifcated upon frivolous Pretences. But if thefe,

and infinite other Oppreflions, could be prevented
for fome time, by the Vigilance of a wife Prince,
or the Care of an able Minifter ; yet there can be
no probable Security, or even Hopes of the Conti-
nuance of honeft and prudent Meafures in fuch a
Government : For One wife Prince fo educated,
there will be T'wenty foolith ones; and for One
honeft Minifter, there will be a Thoufand cor-
supt ones. .

Under fuch natural Difadvantages, perpetual
Uncertainties, or rather certain Oppreflions, no
Men will embark large Stocks and extenfive Ta-
lents for Bufinefs, breed up their Children to pre-
tarious Employments, build Forts, or plant Colo«
nies, when the Breath of 2 weak Prince, or the
Caprice of a corrupt Favourite, fhall dath at once
all their Labours and their Hopes ; and therefore
it is impoffible that any Trade can fubfift long in
fuch a Government, but what is neceflary to fup-
port the Luxury and Vices of -2 Court ; and even
fuch Trade is, for the moft past, carried on by

: . M 4 the
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the Stccks, and for the Advantage of free Coun-
tries, and their own petty Merchants are only
Fa&ors to the others. True Merchants are Citi-
"zens of the World, and that is their Country
where they can live beft and moft fecure; and
whatever they can pick up and gather together in
tyrannical Governments, they remove to free
ones. Tavernier invefted all the Riches he had
amafled by his long Ramble over the World, in
the barren Rocks of Switzerland: And being
afked by the laft King of France, how it came to
pafs that he, who had. feen the fineft Countries on
the Globe, came to lay out his Fortune in the
worft ? He gave his haughty Majefty this fhort-
Anfwer, That he was willing to have fomething

which he could call his own. -
As 1 think it is evident, by what I have faid
before, that Trade cannot long fubfift, much lefs
flourifh, in arbitrary Governments; fo there is
fo clofe and infeparable 2 Connexion between-that
and Naval Power, that I dare boldly affirm, that
the latter can never - arrive to any formidable
Height, and continue long in that Situation, un-
der fuch a State. Where there is an extenfive
Trade ; great Numbers of able-bodied and coura-
geous Sailors, Men bred up to Fatigues, Hard-
fhips, and Hazards, and confequently Soldiers by
Profeflion, are kept in conftant Pay ; not only
without any Charge to the Publick, but greatly
to its Benefit; not only by daily adding to its
Wealth and Power, but by venting and employing
-Abroad, to their Country’s Honour and Safety,
thofe turbulent and unruly. Spirits that.would be
Fuel for Fa&tions, and the Tools and Inftruments
of
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of ambitious or difcontented Great Men at Home.
Thefe Men are always ready at their Country’s
Call, to defend the Profefion which they live by,
and with it the publick Happinefs : They are, and
ever muft be, in the publick Intereft, with which
their own is fo clofely united ; for they fubfift by
exporting the Productions of the People’s Induftry,
which they conftantly increafe by fo doing : They
receive their Pay from the Merchants, a Sort of
Men always in the Interefts of Liberty, from
which alone they can receive Protetion and En-
couragement. And as this Race of Men contri-
bute vaftly to the publick Security and Wealth, fo
they take nothing from it : They are not quartered
up and down their native Country, like the Bands.
of defpotick Princes, to opprefs their Subjecs, in=
terrupt their Induftry, debauch their Wives and -
Daughters, infult their Perfons, to be Examples of
Lewdnefs and Prodigality, and to be always ready
at Hand to execute the bloody Commands of a
Tyrant, : _ . -

No Monarch was ever yet powerful enough ta
keep as many Seamen in conftant Pay at his own
" Expence, as fingle Cities have been.able to da
without any at lﬁ :> The Pay of a Sailor, with
‘his Provifion, is equal to that of a Trooper in ar-
bitrary Governments ; nor can they ﬁam their
Trade, by taking the Sea-Air for a few Summer
Months, and wafting about the Coafts of their

. own Country : They gain Experience and Bold-

nefs, by various and difficult Voyages, by being:
conftantly inured to Hardthips and Dangers. Nor
is it poflible for fingle Princes,  with all their
Power and Vigilance, to have fuch regular Sup~
: Mg plies
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plies of Naval Previfions, as trading Countries
muft have always in Store. There muft be a re-
lar and conftant Intercourfe with the Nations
from whom thefe Supplies come ; a certain and
regular Method of paying for them ; and conftant
Demands will produce conftant Supplies. There
are always numerous Magazines in the Hands of
g:;vate Merchants, ready for their own Ufe or
e. There muft be great Numbers of Ship-
wrights, Anchor-Smiths, Rope and Sail-Makers,
and infinite other Artificers, fure always of con-
ftant Employment ; and who, if they are op-
prefied by one Mafter, may go to another. There
muft be Numbers of Ships ufed for Trade, that,
upon Occafions, may be employed for Men of
War, for Tranfports, for Firethips, and Ten-
ders. Now all thefe Things, or fcarce any of
thcm, can ever be brought about by arbitrary
Courts ; Stores will be embezzled, exhaufted, and
worn out, before new ones are fupplied; Payments
will not be pun&ually made ; Artificers wil} be
difcouraged, - opprefled, and often left without
Employ: Every thing will be done at an exorbi-
tant Expence, and often not done when it is paid
for ; and when Payments are made, the greateft
Part fhall go in Fees, or for Bribcs, or in fecset
- Trufts. _ :
* For thefe Reafons, and many others, defpotick
Monarchs, though infinitely powerful at Land,
yet could never rival Neptane, and extend theis
Empire over the liquid World; for though great
and vigorous Efforts have been often made by thefe
haughty Tyrants of Mankind, to fubje& that Ele-
ment to- their  Ambition and their Power, being .
' ' taught
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taught by woful Experience, arifing from perpe-
tual Loffes and Difappointments, of what vaft
Importance that Dominion was to unlimited and
univerfal Sovereignty ; yet all their Riches, Ap-

_plication, and Pride, have never been able, in

one Inftance, to- effe® it. Sometinmres, indeed,
Trade, like 2 Phantom, has made a faint Ap-
pearance at an arbitrary Court, but difappeared
again at the firft Approach of the Morning Light :
She is the Portion of free States, is married to Li-
berty, and ever flies the foul and polluted Embra-
ces of a Tyrant.

 The little State of Athens was always able to
humble the Pride, and put a Check to the growing
Greatnefs, of the towering Perfian Monarchs, by
their Naval Power ; and when ftripped of all their
Territories by Land, and even their capital City,
the Seat of their Commonwealth, yet had Strength
eno:ﬁn lefe to vanquith numerous Fleets, which
almoft covered the Sea, and to defeat an Expedi-
tion carried on by Armies that drank up Rivers, -

- and exhaufted all the Stores of the Land.

- The fingle City of Femice has proved itfelf an
Over-match in Naval Power to the great Ottoman
Empire, though poflefled of fo many Iflands, ufeful
Ports, environed with fo many Sea-Coafts, and
abounding with all Sorts of Stores neceffary to
Navigation ; and in the Year Fifty-fix gave the-
Twrks fo fignal an Overthrow at the Dardanels, as
that State in fuch a Confternation, that they
ieved their Kmpireatan End ; and it is thought

if the Venetians had purfued their Vicory, they
had driven them out of Conflantinople, and even
aut of Burdpe ; for the Grand Seignior himfelf was
. ' ) preparing
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reparing to fly into Afiz. ‘The Iitde Ifland o
‘:Qbeg;esndgefendet)l' itfelf fofr fome Ages againft the
whole Power of the S«/tan, though encompafled
by his- Dominions ; and it was with great Diffi-
culty, Hazard, and Expence, that he at laft over-
came them, and drove the Inhabitants to AMaln,
where they have ever fince braved his Pride, and
live upon the Plunder of his Subje@s : And not-'
withftanding all his numerous and expenfive Ef-
forts to fhare with the Chriftians the Dominion of
the Sea; yet there are no other Seeds or Traces of
it left through his great and extenfive T erritories,
but what are found in the free pyratical States of
Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. : '

Neither the Sophi of Perfia, the Great Magul,
the many Kings who command the Banks of the
Ganges, nor all the haughty Potentates of A/fia and
Africk, are able to contend at Sea with the Englifp
‘or Datch Eaft-India Companies, or even to defend
their Subjeéls againdt but a few Pyrates, with all
their Population, and their Mines of Gold and
Diamonds.

Spain in all her Pride, with the Wealth of both
Indies, with Dominions fo vaft and extenfive, that
the Sun rifes and fets within them, and a Sea-
Line, which.if extended would inviron the Earth,
yet ‘was not.able to difpute their Title to that Ele~
ment witha few revolted Provinces, who grew up
through the Courfe of an expenfive War to that
amazing Greatnefs, that in lefs than a Century
they faw themfelves, from a few Fifher-Towns
encompafled with Bogs and Moraffes, become a -
moft fortidable State, equal to the greateft Poten-
tates at Sea, and to moft at Land ; to have great

Kings
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‘Kings in a diftant World fubmit to be their Vaf

fals ; and, in fine, to be Proteftors of that mighty
Nation from whom they revolted. Here is a
ftupendous Inftance of the Effets of Liberty,
which neighbouring Monarchs with T'wenty times
the Territory tremble at, and Pofterity will hardly
believe. . ,

- France, with all its Economy, Addrefs, and
Power, with its utmoft and moft expenfive Ef-
forts, and the Afliftance of neighbouring and even
rival Kings, has not been able to eftablith an Em-

pire upon that coy Element. She faw it, like a

Muthroom, rife in a Night, and wither-again the

next Day. It is true, that at'an immenfe Expence .

and infinite Labour, fhe got together a formidable
Fleet, and with it got ViQories, and took Thou~

fands of rival Ships; yet every Day grew weaker

as her Enemies grew ftronger, and could never

‘recover a fingle Defeat, which in Holland would

have been repaired in a few more Weeks than the
Battle was Days in fighting : So impoffible is it for
Art to contend with Nature, and Slavery to dif-
pute the Naval Prize with Liberty. '

Sweden and. Denmartk, though poflefled of the
Naval Stores of Eurepe, Nations who fubfift by.

that Commerce, and are conftantly employed to-
build Ships for their Neighbours ; ‘yet are not able,
with their united Force, to equip, man out, and:
keep upon the Sea for any confiderable Time, a

Fleet large enough to difpute with an Englifh or
Dutch Squadron : And I dare venture my Reputa~

tion and Skill in Politicks, by boldly aflerting, thats
another vain and unnatural Northern Apparition
will foon vanifh and difappear again, like the Morn-

2 ing-
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ing-Star at the Glimmering of the Sun, and ev
one fhall atk, Where is it ? ’ “r
T Iam, &c.

Sa 'ru'nmw, Febrwary 104 1721. No. 65
; Mlim7~ Virtue produced and fupported by Civil
Liberty only.

_SIR, _
I HAVE fhewn in my laft, that Trade and
Naval Power are produced by Liberty only ;
and fhall thew in this, . that Military Virtue can
roceed from nothing elfe, as I have in a good
eafure fhewn already.

In free Countries, as People wotk for them-
felves, fo they fight for themfelves : But in arbi-
trary Countries, it is all one to the People, in
- Point of Intereft, who conquers them ; ‘they can-
not be worfe ufed ; and when a Tyrant’s Army
15 beaten, -his Country is conquered : He has no
Refource ; his Subje&s having neither Arms, nor
Courage, nor Reafon to fight for him: He has
no Support but his ftanding Forces ; whe, for en-
abling him to opprefs, are Sharers ir his Opprefe
fion; and fighting for themfelves while they fight
for him, do fometimes gggt well : But his poor
People, who are opprefled by him, can have no
other Concern for his Fate, than to wifh him the

In
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In Attacks upon a free State, every Man will
fight to defend it, becaufe every Man has fome-
thing to defend in it. He is in love with his Con-
dition, his Eafe, and Property, and will venture
his Life rather than lofe them; becaufe with them
he lofes all the Bleflings of Life. When thefe
Bleffings are gone, it 13 Madnefs to think that
any Man will fpill his Blood for him who took
them away, and is doubtlefs his Enemy, though
be may cail himfelf his Prince. It is much more
natural to widh his Deftruction, and help to pro-
cure it. -

For thefe Reafons, fmall free States have cone

- quered the greateft Princes; and the greateft Prine

ces have never been able to conquer free States,
but either by furprizing them bafely, or by cor«
rupting them, or by Forces almoft infinitely fupe-
rior, or when they were diftracted and weakened
by domeftick Divifions and Treachery.

- ‘The Greeks thought fcarce any Number of
Perfians too great for their own fmall Armies, or
any Army of their own too fmall for the greateft
Number of Perfians. Agefilaus invaded the great
Perfian Empire, the greateft then in the World,
at the Head of no ‘more than Ten Thoufand
Foot, and Four Thoufand Horfe, and carried alt
before him ; he defeated the Afiatick Forces with
fo much Eafe, that they fcarce interrupted his
March ; he fubdued their Provinces as faft as he
entered them, and took their Cities without fit-
ting down before them: And had he not been
recalled by his Countrymen to defend his-own City
againft a Canfederacy of other Gree Cities, much
more terrible Foes than the greateft Armies of the
. : - great
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great King, it is very probable that that brave old
Spartan would have foon robbed him of his Em-~

re. -
i And not long before this, when Gyrus made
War upon his Brother Artaxerxes for the Crown,
Thirteen Thoufand auxiliary Greeks entertained
by him for that End, routed the Emperor’s Army
of Nine Hundred Thoufand Men, and got the
Vi&ory for Cyrns, had he outlived the Battle to
enjoy it. And though they had now loft the
Prince they fought for, and afterwards Clearchus
their General, who with other of their Officers
was treacheroufly murdered by the Perfians when
they had brought him to a Parley ; though they
were in great Streights, deftitute of Horfes, Mo-
ney, and Provifions, far from Home, in the Heart
of an Enemy’s Country, watched, and diftrefled
by a great Army of Four Hundred Thoufand
Men, who waited for an QOccafion to cut them
off ‘in their Retreat, if they attempted it; yet
thefe excellent Soldiers, excellent by being Free-
men, commanded by the famous Xenophon, made
good that Retreat of Two Thoufand Three Hun-
dred Miles over the Bellies of their Enemies,
- through Provinces of Perfians, and in fpite of a
valt Hoft of Perfians, who coafted and harafled
them all the Way. '
Alexander of Macedon, with his free Greeks, at-
tacked the Perfians, and beat them at all Difad-
vantages in the open Fields, when they were five,
ten, nay, twenty times his Number ; and having,
pafled the Helle[pont, with not Fifteen Thoufand
Pounds in his Treafury, and not above Thirty-
five Thoufand Men in his Army, he made himl-f
E fe
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felf Mafter of that great and overgrown Empire,

with as much Expedition as he could travel over:
it; and though he fought three Battles for it, he

fcarce loft in them all one Regiment of his Men..

Leonidas, at the Head of Four Thoufand Greeks,
fought Xerxes at the Head of ‘Six and Twenty
Hundred Thoufand Perfians, according to Herodo-
tus, in the Streights of Téermopyle for two Days
together, and repulfed them at every Affault with
vaft Slaughter ; nor did they at laft get the better
of him, till being led by a treacherous Greck a fe-
cret Way over the Mountains, they fell upon him
in the Rear, and furrounded him with their Num-.
bers ; neither did he then defert his Poft, though
all his Men retreated, except Three Hundred
Spartans, who rcfolutely ftood by him, and were
all flain with him upon the Spot, with Twenty
Thoufand Perfians round them.

The Romans, enjoying the fame Liberty, and
animated by it; vanquithed all the enflaved Na-
tions of the known World, with the fame Eafe,
and upon the fame unequal Terms. The fubduing
of free Countries coft them long Labour and Pa=
tience, great Difficulty, and a World of Blood 3,
and they fuffered many Defeats before they got a
decifive Victory : The Inhabitants being all Free-
men, were all brave, all Soldiers, and were exe
‘haufted before their States could be conquered :
And the Volfcians, £ quians, Tufcans, and Samnites,
preferved their Liberties, as long as they had Men
left to defend them. The Samnites particularly
declared in their Embafly to Hannibal, that having
often brought great Numbers of Men into the Field

- againft the Romans, and fometimes defeated the

Roman
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Roman Armies, were at laft fo wafted, tha
they could not refift one Roman Legion. :

- But when the Romams came to war againtt
great and arbitrary Kings, they had little elfe to
do but to thew their Swords ; they gained Battles
almoft without fighting, and Two or Three Le-
gions have routed Three or Four Hundred Thou-

fand Men. One Battle generally won a King-.

dom, and fometimes two or three. Antiochus was.
fo frightened with one Skirmith with Acilins at
Thermopylee, that he ran away out of Greece, and
left all that he poflefled there to the Romans ; and
being beaten afterwards by Scipio, the Brother of
Africanus, he quitted to them all his Kingdoms
and Territories on this Side Mount Taxrus. And
Paulus Emilins, by one Battle with Perfeus, be-
came Mafter of Macedmia. Tigranes, Ptolomy,
and Syphax, all Monarchs of mighty Territoriesy
were {till more eafily vanq:glhed. NSo that aﬂ);
eat Ki ms of R t, Namid:a,
gj{aadan:’gv‘;:re all ;?a themgyxgmch more eafily
overcome, and fuffered much fewer Defeats, than
the Sammites alone, though inhabiting a fmall bars
ten Province.

The only dreadful Foes which the Romans evet-

found, were People as free as themfelves ; and the
moft dreadful of all werethe Carthaginians. Han:
aibal alone beat them oftener, and flew more of
their Men in Battle, than all the Kings in the
World ever did, or could do. But for all the
great and repeated Defeats which he gave them;
though he had deftroyed Two Hundred Thou-
fand of their Men, and many of their excellent
Commanders ; though, at the fame Timm
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Armies were cut off in Spain, and with them the
two brave Scipios; and though they had fuffered
great Lofles in Sicily, and at Sea, yet they never
funk nor wanted Soldiers, nor their Soldiers Cou-
rage; and as to l%:t Commanders, they had
more and better than ever they had before: And
having conquered Hanmnibal, they quickly conquer-
ed the World. o

This vaft Virtue of theirs, and this unconquer-
able Spirit, was not owing to Climate or Com-
plexion, but to Liberty alone, and to the Equality
of their Government, in which every Roman had
a Share: They were nurfed up in the Principles
of Liberty ; in their Infancy they were inftru&ted
to love it ; Experience afterwards confirmed their
Affe&ions, and fhewed them its glorious Advanta~

8 : Their own happy Condition taught them a
%ontempt and Indignation for thofe wretched and ~
barbarous Governments, which could neither af-
ford their Subje&s Happinefs nor Prote&ion: And
when they attacked fuch Governments and their
wretched People, they found themfelves like Lions
amongft Sheep.
- It 13 therefore Government alone that makes
Men cowardly or brave: And Boccalini well ridi~
cules the abfurd Complaint of the Princes of his
Time, that their Subje®s wanted that Love for
their Country which was found in free States,
when he makes Apolls tell them, that no People
were ever in Love with Rapine, Fraud, and Op-

reffion ; that they muft mend their own Admini-

tion, and their People’s Condition; and thag
People will then love their Country, when they
live happily in it. The old Remans were Maﬁer:f
- °
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of Mankind ; but the prefent Race of People int
Rome are not a Match for one of the Szwi/s Can-
tons; nor could thefe Cantons ever be conquered,.
even by the united Forces of the Houfe of Au/?ria.
Charles Duke of Burgumdy was -the laft that durft
invade them; but though he had been long a
Terror and eonftant Rival to Louis the Eleventh
of France, a crafty, politick, and powerful Mo-
narch, and often too hard for him ; he paid dear
for his Bravery in attacking the Stvitzers, and loft
by ‘doing it Three Armies, and his own Life.
They were a free People, and fought in their own
Quarrel ; the greateft Incitement upon Earth to
Boldnefs and Magnanimity. The Switzers hada
Property, though in Rocks; and wecre Freemen,
though amongft Mountains. This gives them the
Figure which they make in Ewurope; fuch a Fi-
gure, that they are courted by the greateft Princes
m it, and have fupported fome of them in their
Wars, when their own native Slaves could not
fupport them. ’ ’
¢ The Dutch, having revolted fronr the greateft
‘Potentate then in Eurgpe, defended thenifelves
againft all his Power for near a Hundred Years,
and grew rich all the Time, while he grew poor;
fo poor, that Spain has never yet recovered its
Lofles in that War: Aud though they are in their
Conftitution more formed for Trade than War,
' yet their own Bravery in their own Defence is
aftonifhing to thofe that know not what the Sgirit
of Liberty can do in any People : Even their Wo-
‘men joined to defend their Walls ; as the Women
of Sparta once did, and as the Women of Bar-
eelona more lately did, though the uaited Force of
the
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the ‘T'wo Monarchies of France and Spain had at
laft the Honour: to take that City, efpecially when
We, who had engaged them in the War, had
alfo given them up. - e

Thefe fame Dutch in that War, when they were
clofely. befieged in one of their Towns by the
Spanifh Army, let in the Sea upon their Country,
trufting rather to the Mercy of that Element,
than to the Mercy of an invading Tyrant; and
the Sea faved them. It muft be remembered too,
that they had the Power of the Emperor, as well
as that of Spain, to contend with; both thefe
mighty Monarchs having joined their Counfels
and Arms to fubdue Seven little Provinces, which
yet they never were able to fubdue : The City of
Oftend alone coft them a Three Years Siege, and
an Hundred and Thirty Thoufand Men ; and
when they took it, they only took a Heap of Rub-
bith, to which it was reduced before it was furren-
dered. : o

In free States, every Man being a Soldier, or

. quickly made fo, they improve ina War, and

every Campaign fight better and better. Whereas
the Armies of an abfolute Prince grow every
Campaign worfe ; efpecially if they be compgfed
of his own Subjeéts, who, being Slaves, are v?ﬂth
great Difficulty and long Difcipline made Soldiers,
and fcarce ever made good ones ; and when his
old Troops are gone, his new .ones fignify little,
‘This was eminently fhewn in the late War with
France, which degenerated in Arms every Year ;
while the Engli/b and Dutch did as evidently mend.
And doubtlefs, if the French Barrier of fortificd
Towns had been quite broken through, as it was

. : very
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very near, One Battle would have completed the
Conqueft of France, and perhaps it would not have
coft a Battle.
And if free States fupport themfelves better in
& War than an abfolute Prince, they do likewife
much fooner retrieve their Lofles by it. The
Dutch, when they had been beaten twice at Sea
- by Cromweils Admirals and Englih Seamen, with
great Slaughter and Lofs of Ships, did notwith-
ftanding, in Two Months Time, after the fecond
great Defeat, fit out a Third Fleet of a Hundred
and Forty Men of War, ‘under the famous Vas
Trump : Upan this Lord Clarendon obferves, that
¢¢ there cannot be a greater Inftance of the Opu-
¢¢ lency of that People, than that thould be
¢¢ able, after fo many Lofles, and fo late a great
-$¢ Defeat, in fo fhort a Time, to fet out a geet
¢ ftrong enough to vifit thofe who had fo lately
¢¢ overcome them.” This is what no arbi
Prince in Europe, or upon the Face of the Earth,
_ could have done; nor do I believe, that all the
arbitrary Monarchs in Europe, Africa, and Afa,
with all their united Powers together, could do it
at this Day. The whole Strength of the Spanifh
Monarchy could not fit out their famous Armada,
without the Affiftance of Money from the little
free State of Genoa 5 and that invincible Armada,
being beaten by the Engli/b, and quite deftroyed,
Spain has never been able, with all her Jndies, and
Ler Mountains of Silver and Gold, to make any
Figure at Sea fince, nor been able to pay that very
Money which equipped that its laft great Fleet.
. The litle City of Tyre gave Alexander the
Great more Rcﬁgmce, and coft him more La-
bous

[
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bour to take it, than to conquer the great Mo-
narchy of Afia ; and though, when with infinite
Labour and Courage he had taken it, he burnt it
to the Ground, flew Eight Thoufand Tyrians in
the Sackage of their Town, crucified Two
Thoufand more, and fold all the reft for Slaves;
‘yet fome of the Citizens, with their Wives and
Children, having efcaped to Carthage, (a Colony
of their own) and others being conveyed away
and faved by . their Neighbours the Sidonians du-
ring the Siege, they returned and rebuilt their de-

folated City ; and in fo {fmall a Time as Nine-

teen Years afterwards, endured another Siege of

.Fifteen Months from Antigonxs, the moft powerful

of all Alexander’s Succeflors ; nor could he takeit

.at laft, but upon honourable Terms. What an

Inftance of the Bleflings and Power of Liberty and

~Trade! ~

From the Moment that the Romans loft their
Liberty, their Spirit was gone, and their Valour
fcarce ever after appeared. . In the Bi%inning of

of them
perithed by the Sword, either in the Civil War,
where, Romans fighting againft Romans, Multi-
tudes were flain, with Brutus and Caffius, the laft
brave Men that ever drew a Sword for the Com-
.monwealth ;. or in the bloody Profcriptions that

* followed, in which all the excellent Men and Af-

fertors of Liberty, who efcaped the Battle, were
gleaned u‘f and murdered b({ Soldiers and Infor-
mers, and, amongft the reft, the divine Cicero.

. Afterwards, when Auguffus had got the World to

himfelf, jura omnium in fe traxit; Flatterers were
Jis only Favourites, and none were preferred to
Magmiacy,

i
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"Magiftracy, - but the fervile Creatures of his
Power ; Liberty was extinct, and its Spirit gone ; -
-and though there was a univerfal Peace, yet the
- Power of the Empire continually decayed. Au-
gu/tus himfelf was fo fenfible of this, that the Lofs
of two or three Legions under Varus in Germany,
- frightened him, and had almoft broke his Heart ;
‘not from any Tendernefs in it, for he had
‘butchered Myriads, and enflaved all ; but he knew
" “that now Roman Legions 'were hard to be got,
"and fcarce worth getting. Having deftroyed fo
many brave Romans, and made the reft bafe by
Slavery, and by the Corruptions which fupport
it, he knew the Difficulty of forming a Roman
Army. ' »

His Succeffors were worfe ; they went on in a
perpetual Series of Slaughters, dreading and de-
ftroying every Thing that had the Appearance of
Virtue or Goodnefs ; and even fo early as Tibe-
rius’s Reign, That Emperor, fays Tacitus, knew
magis fama quam i ftareres fuas, that his Empire
was fupported more by the Reputation- of Roman
“Greatnefs, than by the real Strength of the Ro-
‘mans, who grew every Day more and more weak
and wretchcd; and though they had now and
‘then alittle Sun-fhine in the Reign of a good Em-
peror, yet the Root of the Evil remained : They
~“were no longer Freemen, and for far the moft
‘part, their Government was nothing elfe but a
conftant State of Oppreffion, and a continual Suc-
ceflion of Maffacres. Tyrants governed them,
and Soldiers created and governed the Tyrants, or
‘butchered them if they would not be Butchers.

As to Military Virtue, it was no more: The

Prztorian Bands were only a Band of Hangmen
with
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with an Emperor at their Head ; Jtaly and “the
Provinces were exhaufted ; the Roman People
were nothing but an idle and debauched Mob,
that cared not who was uppermoft, fo they had
but a little ViGtuals, and faw Shews: The pro-
vincial Armies were foreign Hirelings, and there
was not a Roman Army in the Roman Empire.
Inops Italia, plebs urbana smbellis nihil in exercitibud
validum preter externum. ‘This was faid not long
after the Death of Auguffus; nor do I remember
an Inftance of one great Romun Captain after Ger-
manicus and Corbulo ; the firft murdered by Tiberius,
his Uncle and Father by Adoption ; and the other
by Nera, for whom he reconquered and fettled the
Eaft ; and after Vefpafian and Titus, every Roman
Emperor of remarkable Bravery was a Foreigner,
and every Vifory gained by them, was gained
by Foreigners ; who, being all Mercenaries, were

erpetually fetting up and pulling down their own
i/lonarchs. At length, being poffeffed of the
whole Power of the Empire, they took it to
themfelves ; and thus it ended, and became dif-
.membered by feveral Nations, and into feveral
.Governments, according to their Fortune ; and it
is remarkable, that though thofe Nations had fre=
quent Wiars amongft themfelves about the-Coun-

-tries which they invaded, yet they had nothing to
.apprehend from the Romans while they were feizing

Roman Provinces. .
Tyrants are fo fenfible, that when they have loft

-their Army, they have loft all, that amongft their
- other deftructive Expedients to preferve themfelves,
.whatever becomes of their People, one of their

Methods is, to lay whole Countries wafte, and to
Vour. IL N keep
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keep them watfte, to prevent an Invader from fub-
fiting ; and their beft Provinces are by this Means
turned often into Wildernefles. For this Reafon

. a March to €onffantinople is {carce practicable to an
Enemy from any Quarter.

I will conclude with anfwering an Objeétion :
It may be faid, ‘that the Armies of Tyrants often
fight bravely, and are brave ; and I own it to be
true in many Inftances: But I defire it may be
remembered, that in arbitrary Countries nothing
flourifhes except the Court and the Army. A Ty-
rant muft give his Spoilers Part of the Spoil, or
elfe they will fight but faintly for it, or perhaps
put him to Death if he do not. - The moft abfo-
lute Princes muft therefore ufe their Soldiers like
Freemen, as they tender their own Power and
their Lives ; and under thz greateft Tyrants the
Men of War enjoy great Privileges, even greater
than in free States. The Privileges and Immu-
nities which they enjoy, contftitute a Sort of Li-
berty, dear to themfelves, but terrible always to
the Subje&, and often pernicious to the Prince: It
being the certain Condition of a Tyrant, that to
be able to opprefs his People, or plague his Neigh-
bours, he muft empower his Soldiers to deftroy
himfelf.

The chief Forces therefore of an arbitrary
Prince conlfift of Freemen: Such were the Prz-
torian Bands of the Roman Emperors, and fuch
are the Turkyh Janizaries; and both of them,
though they maintained the Tyranny, have fre-
quently killed the Tyrants; and fuch are the
Grand Seignior’s Zaims, Timariots, or Horfemen,
who have Lands given them in the Provincc:sc,l

an
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and are the only Nobility and Gentry there: And
fuch too were the Mamalukes of Egypt, which
Country at laft they ufurped for themfelves, have-
ing put the King their Mafter to Death. I might
mention here the Swifs Guards, and Gens & Armies
of a neighbouring Prince, which are his Janiza-
ries. As to the Zurkifb Janizaries, I own the”
Sultan may put particular Men of them to Death,
but no Sultan dares touch their Privileges as a
Body ; and two or three of their greateft Empe-
rors were depofed and deftroyed by them for at-
tempting it. :

Mere Slaves can defend no Prince, nor enable
him even to rule over 8laves : So that by giving
Liberty, or rather Licentioufnefs, to a Few, the
Slavery of All is maintained. .

All this does, I think, fully prove; that where
there is no Liberty, there can be no Magnanimity.
Itis true, Enthufiafm has infpired Armies, and
moft remarkably of all the Saracen Armies, with
amazing Refolution and Fury ; but even that was

Fiercenefs for Liberty of Opinion to themfelves,
and for fubduing all Men to'it; and befides, this
Courage of Enthufiafm is rarely eminent,. except
in g:e firft Rife of States and Empires.

Iam-, &eco

N2 SaTur-
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" SAT URDAY, February 17, 1721.  No. 66.

Hybitrary Government proved incompatible with trus
Religion, whether Natural er Revealed.

S IR, _

SHALL thew, in this Paper, that neither the
Chriftian Religion, nor Natural Religion, nor
- -any Thing elfe that ought to be called Religion,
can fubfift under tyrannical Governments, now
.that Miracles are ceafed. I readily confefs, that
fuch Governments are fertile in Superftition, in
~wild Whimfies, delufive Phantoms, and ridiculous
Dreams ; proper to terrify the human Soul, de-
grade its Dignity, deface its Beauty, and fetter it
-with flavifh and fu;mzmly ‘gears, to render it 2
. r Obje of Fraud, Grimace, and Impofi-
pﬂr:é)e’ andb':)&make Mankind the ready Dupepgof
loomy Impoftors, and the tame Slaves of raging
“Tyrants. For, Servitude eftablithed in the Mind,
is beft eftablithed. . :

: But all thefe bewildered Imaginations, thefe
dark and dreadful Horrors, which banith Reafon,
and contra¢t and imbitter the Heart, what have
they to do with true Religion, unlefs to deftroy it?
—That Religion, which improves and enlarges
the Faculties of Men, exalts their Spirits, and
makes them brave for God and themfelves ; that
Religion, which gives them great and worthy
Conceptions of the Deity ; and that Religion which
infpires
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infpires them with generous and beneficent Affec-
tions to one another, and with univerfal Love and
Benevolence to the whole Creation ? No Man can
love God, if he love not his Neighbour ; and who-
ever loves his Neighbour, will neither injure, re-
vile, nor opprefs him: Nor can we otherwife
fhew our Love to God, than by kind, humane,

-and affeGionate A&ions to his Creatures: 4 new

Commandment, fays our blefled Saviour, 7 give unto
you, that ye love ane another.
Almighty God, the great Author of our Na-

ture, and of all Things, who has the Heavens for

his Throne, and the Earth for his Footftool, is

-raifed far above the Reach of our Kindnefs, our
Malice, or our Flattery. He derives infinite Hap-
-pinefs from his own infinite Perfetions ; nor can
-any frail Power or Acions of ours leflen or im-

prove- it : Religion therefore, from which he can
reap no Advantage, was inftituted by him for the

V

Sake of Men, as the beft Means and the ftrongeft

Motive to their own Happinefs, and mutual Hap-
pinefs ; and by it Men are taught and animated to

‘be ufeful, affiting, forgiving, kind and merciful

one to another. But to hurt, calumniate, or hate

- one another, for his Sake, and in Defence of any

Religion, is a flat Contradiéion to his Religion,
and an open Defiance of the Author of Religion :
And to quarrel about Belief and Opinions, which
do not immediately and neceflarily produce pra&ti-

- cal Virtue and focial Duties, is equally wicked and

abfurd. This is to be wicked in behalf of Righ-
teoufnefs, and to be cruel out of Piety. A Reli-

~ gion which begets Selfifhnefs and Partiality only to

a few, and its awn Followers, and which infpires
. N 3 - Hatred
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Hatred and Outrage towards all the reft of the
World, can never be the Religion of the merci-
ful and impartial Maker and Judge of the World.
Speculations are only fo far a Part of Religion, as
they produce the moral Duties of Religion, gene-
ral Peace, and unlimited Charity, publick Spirit,
Equity, Forbearance, and good Deeds to all
Men: And the Worthip of God is no longer
the Worthip of God, than as it warms our Minds
‘with the Remembrance of his gracious Conde-
fcenfions, his indulgent Care, Bounty, and Pro-
vidence, exercifed towards us; and as it raifes
and forms our Affeétions to an Imitation of fuch
his divine and unreftrained Goodnefs, and to ufe
oine another kindly by his great Example, who
sufes us all fo. So that our worthy, tender, and
beneficent Behaviour to one another, is the beft
Way to acknowledge his to us: It is the moft ac-
ceptable Way that we can worfhip him, and the
Way which he will beft accept our Worthip:
-And whatever Devotion has not this Effe&, or a
contrary Effe@, is the dry or mad Freaks of an
Enthufiaft, and ought to be called by another and
a properer Name.
This is a general Idea of ¢rue Religion ; thefe
~ are the certain and only Marks of it : All which,
as they are czgpoﬁte to the Effence and Spirit of
an arbitrary Government ; fo every arbitrary Go-
vernment is an Enemy to the Spirit of true Reli-
gion, and defeats its Ends. In thefe Govern-
“ments, in Defiance of Religion, Humanity, and
- common Senfe, Millions muft be miferable to exalt
and embellith One or a Few, and to make them
proud, arrogant, and great : Protection and Secu-
. ’ nty
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rity are no more ; the Spirit of the People is funk,
their Induftry difcouraged and loft, or only em-
ployed to feed Luxury and Pride ; and Multitudes
ftarve, that a few may riot and abound. All Love
to Mankind is extin&, and Virtue and publick
Spirit are dangerous or unknown ; while Vice,
Falfhood, and fervile Sycophancy, become necef-
fary to maintain precarious Safety and an ignomi-
nious Life: And, in fine, Men live upon the
Spoils of one another, like ravenous Fifhes and
Beafts of Prey : They become rapacious, brutith,
and favage to one another, as their cruel Gover-
nors are to them all ; and, as a further Imitation
of fuch Matfters, their Souls are abje&, mean, and
villainous. Tolive upon Prey, and worry human
Race, is the Genius and Support of Tyrants, ‘as
well as of Wolves and Tygers ; and it is the Spirit
and Practice of Men to refemble their Governors,
and to act like them. Virtue and Vice, in Courts,
runlike Water in a continual Defcent, and quickly
overflow the inferior Soil.

Torva Leana lupum, &c.

Now, what can be found here to anfwer the
Spirit and Precepts of the Chriftian Religion,
which is all Love, Charity, Meeknefs, mutual -
Affiftance, and mutual Indulgence ; and muft ei-
ther deftroy Tyranny, which deftroys all thefe,
or be deftroyed by it ? A Religion given by God,
to infpire Men with every focial Virtue, and to
furnifh them with every Argument for focial Hap-
pinefs, will never find Quarter, much lefs Protec-
tion, from a Government, which fubfifts by an
unrelenting War againft every Virtue, and all hu-

N 4 man
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man Felicity. On the contrary, all its divine
Dod&rines fhall be perverted, all its divine Princi-
ples mangled, and both its Principles and its Pre-
cepts corrupted, difguifed, and wrefted, to be
made free of the Court: Truth will be made to
patronize Impofture, and Meeknefs to fupport Ty-
ranny : Obedience to equal Laws, and Submiffion
to juft Authority, fhall be turned into a fervile and
crouching Subje&ion to blind Rage and inhuman
Fury ; complaifant and refpetive Behaviour into
flavith Flattery, and fupple Homage to Power ;
Meeknefs and Humility into Dejection, Poornefs
of Spirit, and bodily Proftrations ; Charity, Be-
nevolence, and Humanity, into a fiery and out-
rageous Zeal to propagate fathionable and gainful
Opinions :  Chriftian Courage fhall be changed
into Cruelty and brutifh Violence ; impartial Ju-
ftice into favage Severity ; Protection into Oppref-
fion and Plundering ; the Fear of God into the
Fear of Man ; and the Worthip of the Deity into
an idolatrous Adoration of a Tyrant. o
* Though God Almighty fent his only Son into
the World to teach his Will to Men, and to con-
firm his Miflion by Wonders and Miracles ; yet,
having once fully manifefted himfelf and his Law,
he has left it to be propagated and carried on by
human Means only, according to the Holy Wri-
tings infpired by him ; and if the Powers of the
World will not fubmit to thofe Direfions, and
will neither purfue them themfelves, nor fuffer their
Subje&s to purfue them, nor leave them the Means
of doing it ; then the Chriftian Religion muft take
the Fate of all fublunary Things, and be loft from
amongft Men, unlefs Heaven interpofe again mi-
' raculoufly
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raculoufly in its Favour. Now the Experience of
all Ages will convince us, that all tyrannical Prin-
ces will be againft the Religion which is againft
them ; and either abolifh it, or, which is much
worfe, pervert it into a deadly and unnatural En- -
gine, to increafe and defend that Pride and Power,
which Chriftianity abhors ; and to promote thofe
Evilsand Miferies, which Chriftianity forbids, and,
were it left to itfelf, would prevent or relieve. A
Religion modelled by ufurped Power, to counte-
nance Ufurpation and - Oppreffion, is as oppofite
to the Chriftian Religion, as Tyranny is to Li-
berty, and Wickednefs to Virtue. When Reli-
gion is taught to fpeak Court-Language, and none
are fuffered to preach it, but fuch as fpeak the fame
Diale& ; when thofe who are Minifters of the °
Gofpel, muft be alfo the Minifters of Ambition,
and either fan&ify Falthood and Violence, by
the Word of Mercy and Truth, or hold their
Tongues ; when Preferments and worldly Honours
are on the Side of Impofture, and Galleys, Racks
and Dungeons, are the Rewards of Confcience
and Piety ; the Good and Efficacy of Chriftianity
will be as effectually gone, as if it were formally

- &xchanged for Mabometanifm 5 and under thofe Cir~

cumftances, if its Name be retained, it is only re<
tained to do Evil, and might be as innocently ba~
nifhed with the Thing. ’ '
The Chriftian Religion has as rarely gained by
Courts, as Courts have improved by the Chriftian
Religion ; and arbitzary Courts have feldom med- -
dled with it, but either to perfecute it, or debafe
and corrupt it ; nor could the Power and Fury of -
Tyrants ever hust or weaken it fo much, as their -
' Ny pretended
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pretended Favours and Countenance have done:
By appearing for it, they turn their Power moft
effetually againft it. Their avowed Perfecution
of Chriftianity, did only deftroy Chriftians ; but
afterwards, while they fet up for protecting none
but the true Chriftians, that is, thofe that were
as bad as themfelves, and having no Religion of
their own, adopted blindly the Religion of their
Prince ; and whilft they were for punifhing all
who . were not true. Chriftians, that is, all that
were better than themfelves, and would take their
Religion from no Man’s Word, but only from
the Word of God ; they lifted Chriftians againft
Chriftians, and disfigured, and undermined, and ba-
nifhed Chriftianity itfelf, by falfe Friendfhip to.its
Profeffors: And thefe Profeffors thus corrupted,
joining a holy Title to an impious Caufe, concur-
red in the éonfpi;acy, and contended fiercely in
the Name of Chrift for fecular Advantages, which
Chrift never gave nor took, and for a fecular So-
vereignty, which he rejeCted, and his Gofpel for-
bids. Thus one Sort of Tyranny was artfully
made to fupport another, and both by a Union of
Interefts maintained a War againft Religion, un-
der Colourof defending it, and fought the Author
“of it under his own Banner ; that is, as Dr. 77/-
lotfon finely fays, They lied for the Truth, and killed
Jor God’s Sake.

The many various and contradi€ory Opinions
of weak Enthufiafts, or of defigning Men, and

all the different and repugnant Interpretations of

Scripture, publithed and contended for by them,
- could have done’ but fmall Prejudice to Religion
and Society, .if human Authority had not inter-
.o o pofed
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pofed with its Penalties and Rewards annexed to
the believing or not believing fortuitous Specula~
tions, ufelefs Notions, dry Ideas, and the incon-
fiftent Reveries of difordered Brains ; or the felfith
Inventions of ufurping Popes, ambitious Synods,
and turbulent and afpiring Doctors, or the crafty
Schemes of difcontented or oppreflive Statefmen :
For all thefe have been the important Caufes,
and the wicked Fuel, of religious Wars and Per-
fecutions. :

. It is fo much the general Intereft of Scciety to
?crform and to encourage all its Members to per-
orm the practical Duties of Religion, that if a
ftronger and more prevailing Intereft were not
thrown by Power into the contrary Scale, there
would be no Difference amongft Men about the
Nature and Extent of their Duties to Magiftrates,
to Parents, Children, and to Friends and Neigh-
bours : And if thefe focial Duties (the only Duties
which human Society, as fuch, is concerned to
promote) were agreed upon and praltifed, the Ma-
giftrate would have no more to do with their Opi-
nions than with their Shape and Complexion ; nor
could he know, if he would, by what Method to
alter them.” No Man’s Belief is in his own Power,
or can be in the Power of ancther.

The utmoft Length that the Power of the
Magiftrate can in this Matter extend, beyond that
of Exhortation, which is in every Man’s Power,
can be only to make Hypocrites, Slaves, Fools,
or Atheifts. When he has forced his Subjeéts to
belye their Confciences, or to a&t againft them,.
he has in Effe& driven thcm out of all Religion,
to bring them into his own ; and when they thus

fce
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fee and feel the profefled Defender of Religiont
overturning all its Precepts, exhorting by ‘Bribes,
rebuking by Stripes, Confifcations and Dungeons,
and making Chriftianity the Inftrument of Fury,
Ambition, Rapine, and Tyranny ; what can they
~ -think, but either that he is no Chriftian, or that
Chriftianity is not true ! If they come to fufpe&t
it of Impofture, they grow Infidels 5 if they grow
into a Belief that Religion countenances Bitternefs,
Qutrage, and Severities, nay, commands all thefe,
they become Bigots ; the worft and moft mifchie-
vous Chara&ter of the Two: For, Unbelievers,
guided by the Rules of Prudence or Goed Na-
ture, may be good Neighbours and inoffenfive
Men ; but Bigotry, ftanding upon the Ruins of
Reafon, and being condu&ted by no Light but
that of an inflamed Imagination, and a four, bit-
ter, and narrow Spirit, there is no Violence nor
Barbarity which it is not capable of withing or
acting.
Happinefs is the chief End of Man, and the
faving of  his Soul is his chief Happinefs; fo that
every Man is moft concerned for his.own Soul,
and more than any other can be: And if no Ob-
ftru&tion be thrown in his Way, he will for the
moft part do all in his Power for his own Salva-
tion, and will certainly do it beft; and when he
has done all that he can, he has done all that he
ought : People cannot be faved by Force ; nor can
all the Powers in the World together make one
true Chriftian, or convince one Man. Convic-
tion is the Province and Effe& of Reafon ; when
that fails, nothing but the Grace of God can fup-
ply it: And what has the Power and Penaltiﬁ of
en

2
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Men to do either with Reafon or Grace ; which
being both the Gifts of God, are not to be con-
quered by Chains, though they may be weakened,
and even banifhed, by worldly Allurements blended:
with Chriftianity, and by the worldly Pride of its
Profeflors ?

The Methods of Power are repugnant to the
Nature of Convi&ion, which muft either be pro-
moted by Exhortation, Kindnefs, Example, and
Arguments, or can never be promoted at all; Vio-~
lence does, on the contrary, but provoke Men,,
and confirm them in Error; nor will they ever be
brought to believe, that thofe who barbaroufly rob
them of their prefent Happinefs, can be charitably
concerned-for their future.

- Tt is evident in Fa&, that moft of the different
religious Inftitutions now fubfifting in the World,
have been founded upon Ambition and Pride ; and
were advanced, propagated, and éftablithed, by
Ufurpation, Fa&ion, and Oppreflion: They were
begun for the moft part by Enthufiafts, or by de-=
figning and unpreferred Churchmen ; or at leaft
occafioned by the continued Ufurpations and In-
fults of cruel and oppreflive ones, and always in
Times of Faftion and general Difcontent. Tur-
bulent and afpiring Men, difcarded and difcon-
tented Courtiers, or ambitious and defigning Statef-
men, have taken Advantage from thefe general
Diforders, or from the hot and giddy Spirits of an
enthufiaftical or opprefled People, and from thence
have formed Parties ; and fetting themfelves at the
Head, formed National Eftablithments, with the
Concurrence of weak Princes, fometimes in Op-
pofition to ‘them, by the Affiftance of falious

Clergy-
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Clergymen and fa&tious Aflemblies, often by Tu-
mults and popular Infurre&ions ; and at laft, un-
der Pretence of faving Mens Souls, they feized
their Property. A {mall Acquaintance with Ec-
clefiaftical Hiftory, and the Hiftory of the Turés
and Saracens, will thew fuch Caufes as thefe to
have given Rife to moft of the National Religious
Eftablithments upon Earth : Nor can I fee how
any future one can arife by other Means, whilft
Violence and worldly Intereft have any thing to
do with them. :

Such therefore as is the Government of a Coun-
try, fuch will be made its Religion ; and no body,
I hope, is now to learn what is, and ever will be,
. the Religion of moft Statefmen ; even a Religion
of Power, to do as little Good and as much Mif-
chief as they pleafe. Nor have Churchmen, when
they ruled States, had ever any other View ; but
having double Authority, had generally double
Infolence, and remarkably lefs Mercy and Regard
to Confcience or Property, than others who had
fewer Ties to be merciful and juft: And there-
fore the foreft Tyrants have been they, who united
in one Perfon the Royalty and Priefthood. The
Pope’s Yoke is more grievous than that of any
Chriftian Prince upon Earth ; nor is there a Trace
of Property, or Felicity, or of the Religion of

efus Chrift, found in the Dominions of this Fa-
ther of Cbriftendom ; all is Ignorance, Bigotry,
Idolatry, Barbarity, Hunger, Chains, and every
Species of Mifery. The Caliphs of Egypt, who
founded the Saracen Empire there, and maintained
it for a great while, were at once Kings and
Priefts; and there never lived more raging Bigots,
or
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or more furious and oppreflive Barbarians. The
Monarchy of Perfia, which is alfo a fevere Ty-
ranny, has the Priefthood annexed to it; and the
Sophy is at the fame time the Caliph. The Turkifh
Religion is founded on Impofture, blended- with
outrageous and avowed Violence ; and by their
Religion, the Imperial Executioner is, next to
their Alcoran, .the moft facred Thing amonmgft
them : And though he be not himfelf Chief Prieft,
yet he creates and uncreates him at Pleafure, and
is, without the Name of Mu{u’, the Chief Do&or,
or rather Author of their Religion; and we all
know what Sort of a Religion it is.

In Fa&, as arbitrary Princes want a Religion
fuited to the Genius of their Power, they model
their Religion fo as to ferve all the Purpofes of
Tyranny ; and debafe, corrupt, difcourage, or per-
fecute z2ll Religion which is againft Tyranny, as
all true Religion is : For this Reafon, not one of

 the great abfolute Princes in Europe embraced the

Reformation, nor would fuffer his People to em-
brace it, but they were all bitter and profefled Ene-
mies to it : Whereas all the great free States, ex-

“cept Poland, and moft of the fmall free States, be-

came Proteftants. Thus the Englifb, Scotch, the
Dutch, the Bobemians, and Sweden and Denmark,
(which were then free Kingdoms) the greateft Part
of Swifferland, with Geneva, and all the Hans-
Towns, whkich were not awed by the Emperor,
threw off the Popi/k Yoke: And not one of the
free Popifh States, out of ltaly, could be ever
brought to receive the Inguifition ; and the State of
Venice, the greateft free State there, to fhew that
they received it againft their Will, have taken

. wile
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wife Care to render it ineffetual : And many of
the Popifh free States would never come into Per-
fecution, which they knew would impoverith and
difpeople them ; and therefore the States of Arra-
gon, Iyalmcia, and Catalonia, oppofed, -as much as
they were able, the Expulfion of the Moors, which
was a pure A& of Regal Power, to the Undoing
of Spain; and therefore adeftructive and barbarous
A& of Tyranny. Asto the Protefiant Countries,
which have fince loft their Liberties, there is much
miferable Ignorance, and much bitter and impla-
cable Bigotry, butlittle Religion, and no Charity,
amongft them. ~ .

We look upon Montezuma, and other Tyrants,
who worfhipped God with human Sacrifice, as fo
many Monfters, and hug ourfelves that we have
no fuch Sons of Molock here in Europe 5 not confi-
dering, that every Man put to Death for his Reli-
gion, by the Inguifition and elfewhere, is a real hu-
man Sacrifice, as it is burning and butchering Men
for God’s Sake. . .

I think no body will deny, but that in King
Fames’s Time, we owed the Prefervation of our

eligion to our Liberties, which both our Clergy
and People almoft unanimoufly concurred to de-
fend, with a Refolution and Boldnefs worthy of
Britons and Freemen. And as the Caufe and
Bleffings of Liberty are flill better underftood, its
Spirit and Intereft daily increafe. Moft of the Bi-
fhops, and many of the inferior Clergy, are pro-
fefledly in the Principles of Civil and Religious Li-
berty, notwithftanding the ftrong and early Preju-
dices of Education. And I hope foon to fee them
all as thorough Advocates for publick Liberty, as
o their

.
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their Predeceffors were, upon Grounds lefs juft,
in the Times of Popery; and then there willbe
an End of the pernicious and knavith Diftin&ion
of Whig and Tory ; and all the World will unite -
in paying them that Refpe& which is due to their
holy Office. : ' :

I fhall conclude with this fhort Application 3
That as we love Religion, and the Author of it,
we ought to love and preferve our Liberties.

Iam, &C. T

SATU‘RDAY, February 24, 1721. No. 67.

‘th: and Sciences the Effeéts of Civil Liberty only,
and ever deftroyed or oppreffed by Tyranny.

S IR, :
HAVI N G already thewn, "that Naval Trade
i and Power cannot fubfift but in free Coun-
tries alone, I will now thew, that the fame is true
of domeftick Arts and Sciences ; and that both
thefe, and Population, which is their conflant

.Concomitant, and their chief Caufe as well as
~ their certain Effe&, are born of Liberty, and

nurfed, educated, encouraged, and endowed, by
Liberty alone. '

Men will not fpontaneoufly toil and labour but
for their own Advantage, for their Pleafure or
their Profit, and to obtain fomething which they
want or defire, and which, for the moft part, is.
not to be obtained but by Force or Co%fent.

. orce:
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Force is often dangerous ; and when employed to
acquire what is not ours, it is always unjuft ; and
therefore Men, to procure from others what they
had not before, muft gain their Confent ; which
is not to be gained, but by getting them in lieu of
the Thing defired, fomething which they want
and value more than what they part with.  This
is what we call Trade; which is the Ex-
change of one Commodity for another, or for
t&at which purchafes all Commodities, Silver and
old.

Men, in their firft State, content themfelves
with the fpontaneous Produétions of Nature, the
Fruits of the Field and the liquid Stream, and
fuch occafional Supplies as they now and then re-
ceive from the Deftru&ion of other Animals. But
when thofe Supplies become infufficient to fupport
their Numbers, their next Refource is to open the
Bofom of the Earth, and, by proper Application
and Culture, to extort her hidden Stores: And
thus were invented Tillage and Planting. And
an Hundred Men thus employed can fetch from
the Bowels of our common Mother, Food and
Suftenance enough for Ten Times their own
Number ; and one Tenth part more may poffibly
be able to fupply all the Inftruments of Hufbandry,
and whatever is barely neceflary to fupport thefe
Hufbandmen : So that all the reft of the People
muft rob or ftarve, unlefs either the Proprietors of
the Land will give them the Produce of their
Eftates for nothing, or they can find fomething
wherewithal to purchafe it. :

Now in Countries where no other Arts are in
Ufe, but only Hufbandry and the Profeffions ne~

: ' X ceflary
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ceffary to it, and to fupport thofe who are em-
ployed about it ; all the other Inhabitants have no
Means of purchafing Food and Raiment, _but by
{elling their Perfons, and becoming vile Slaves and

" Vaffals to their Princes, -Lords, or other Pro-

prietors of the Land ; and are obliged, for neceflary
Suftenance, to follow them in their wild Wars,
and their perfonal and fatious Quarrcls, and to
become the bafe Inftruments of their Ambition
and Pride. Great Men will rather throw their

“Eftates into Forefts and Chaces, for the Support

of wild Beafts, and for their own Pleafure in hunt-
ing them, than into Farms, Gardens, and fruitful
Ficlds, if they can get nothing from the Produc- .
tions of them.

This is the forlorn Condition of Mankind, in
moft of the wild Empires of the Eaff ; this was
their Condition in z2ll the Gothick Governments ;
.and this is the Condition of Poland and of the
.Highlands of Scotland ; where a few have Liberty,

-and all the reft are Slaves. And nothing can free

Mankind from this abje& and forlorn Condition,
but the Invention of Arts and Sciences ; that is,
the finding out of more Materials and Expedicnts
.to make Life eafy and pleafant ; and the inducing
People to believe, what they will readily believe,
that other Things are neceflary to their Happinefs, -
befides thofe which Nature has made neceflary.
Thus the Luxury of the Rich becomes the Bread
¢f the Poor. .

As foon as Men are freed from the Importuni-
ties of Hunger and Cold ;' the Thoughts and De-
fire of Conveniency, Plenty, Ornament, and Po-
litenefs, do prefently fucceed : And then f:}low

ter,
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after, in very quick Progreffion, Emulation, Am-
bition, Profufion, and the Love of Power: And
all thefe, under proper Regulations, contribute to
the Happinefs, Wealth, and Security of Societies.
It is natural to Men and Societies, to be fetting
their Wits and their Hands to work, to find out
all Means to fatisfy their Wants and Defires, and
to enable them to live in Credit and Comfort, and
to make fuitable Provifion that their Pofterity may
live fo after them.

Necefity is the Mother of Invention ; and fo
is the Opinion of Neceffity. WHhilft Things are
in their own Nature neceffary to us, or, from
Cuftom and Fancy, made neceflary ; we will be
turning every Thought, and trying every Method,
how to come at them ; and where they cannot
be got by Violence and Rapine, Recourfe will be
had to Invention and Induftry. And here is the
Source of Arts and Sciences ; which alane can
fupport Multitudes of People, who will never be
wanting to the Means which bring them. Sup-
port.

Where-ever there 'is Employment for People,
there will be People ; and People, in moft Coun-
tries, are forced, for want of other Employment,
to cut the Throats of one another, or of their
Neighbours ; and to ramble after their Princes in
all their mad Conquefts, ridiculous Contentions,
and other mifchievous Maggots ; and all to get,
with great Labour, Hazard, and often with gragt
Hunger and Slaughter, a poor, precarious, and
momentary Subfiftence.

And therefore whatever State gives more En-
couragement to its SubjeGts than the neighbosuring

: tates
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States do, and finds them more Work, and gives
them greater Rewards for that Work ; and by all
thefe laudable Ways makes human Condition eafier
than it is elfewhere, and fecures Life and Property
better ; that State will draw the Inhabitants from
the neighbouring Countries to its own ; and when
they are there, they will, by being richer and
fafer, multiply fafter. Men will naturally fly from
Danger to Security, from Poverty to Plenty, and
from a Life of Mifery to a Life of Felicity.
. And as there will be always Induftry where-
ever there is Prote@ion; fo where-ever there is
JInduftry and Labour, there will be the Silver, the
-Gold, the Jewels, the Power, and the Empire.
At does not import who they are that have con-
uered, or inhabit the Countries where Silver and
'&old are Natives, or who they are that toil for
_them in the Mines ; fince they will be the Poffef-
fors of the Coin, who can purchafe it afterwards
with the Goods and Manufa&tures which the Pro-
_prietors of the Mine and their People want. One

.Artificer in England, or Holland, can make Ma-

.nufaGure enough in a Week to buy as much Silver
.and Gold at the Mine, as a Labourer there can
_dig and prepare in a Month, or perhaps Two ;

_and_ all the while that Spain and Portugal leflen
. their Inhabitants, we encreafe ours : They lofe

their People by fending them away to dig in the
Mines ; and we, by making the Manufa&ures

.which they want, and the Inftruments which
_they ufe, multiply ours. By this Means every
. Man that they fend out of their Country is a Lofs

to it, becaufe the Reafon and Produce of their
Labour goes to enrich rival Nations ; whereas
every
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every Man that we fend to our Plantations, adds
to the Number of 6ur Inhabitants here at Home,
by maintaining fo many of them employed in fo
many Manufactures which they take off there ;
befides fo many Artificers in Shipping, and all the
numerous Traders and Agents concerned in ma-
naging and venting the Produce of the Plantations,
when it is brought hither, and in bringing it hi-
ther : So that the Engli/b Planters in America, be-
fides maintaining themfelves and Ten times as
many Negroes, maintain likewife great’ Numbers
of their Countrymen in England. :

Such are the Bleflings of Liberty, and fuch is
the Difference which it makes between Country
and Country ! The Spani/b Nation loft much more
by the Lofs of their Liberties, followed with the
Expulfion of the Maors, than ever they got by the
Gold and Silver Mountains of Mexico and Peru,
or could get by all the Mines of Gold, Silver, and
Diamonds upon Earth.

Where there is Liberty, there are Encourage-
ments to Labour, beaufe People labour for them-
felves ; and no one can take from them the Ac-

uifitions which they make by their Labour :
here will be the greateft Numbers of People,
becaufe they find Employment and Prote@ion ;
there will be the greateft Stocks, becaufe moft is
to be got, and eafieft to be got, and fafeft when
it is got ; and thofe Stocks will be always encrea-
fing by a new Aceeffion of Money acquired elfe-
where, where there is no Security of enjoying it ;
there People will be able to work cheapett, becaufe
lefs Taxes will be put upon their Work, and upon
the Neceflaries which muft fupport them wtl;)ilﬂ:
- ey
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théy are about it : There People will dare to own
their being rich ; there will be moft People bred
up to Trade, and Trade and Traders will be
moft refpected ; and there the Intereft of Money
will be lower, and the Security of poflefling it
greater, than it ever can be in tyrannical Govern-
ments, where Life and Property and all Things
muft depend upon the Humour of a Prince, the
Caprice of a Minifter, or the Demand of a Har-
lot. Under thofe Goverhments few People can
have Money, and they that have muft lock it up,
or buryit to keep it ; and dare not engage in large
Defigns, when the Advantages may be reaped by
their rapacious Governors, or given up by them
in a fenfelefs and wicked Treaty : Befides, fuch
Governors contemn Trade and Artificers; and
only Men of the Sword, who have an Intereft
incompatible with Trade, are encouraged by
them. ‘ : ‘
For thefe Reafons, Trade cannot be carried
on fo cheap as in free Countries ;. and whoever
fupplies the Commodity cheapeft, will command -
the Market. In free Countries, Men bring out
their Money for their Ufe, Pleafure, and Profit,
and think of all Ways to employ it for their In-
tereft and Advantage. New Proje&ts are every

" Day invented, new Trades fearched after; new

Manufa&ures fet up ; and when Tradefmen have
nothing to fear but from thofe whom they truft,
Credit will run high, and they will venture in
Trade for many times as much as they are worth :
But in arbitrary Countries, Men in Trade are
every Moment liable to be undone, without the
Guilt of Sea or Wind, without the Folly or

: Treachery
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Treachery of their Correfpondents, or their own
want of Care or Induftry : Their Wealth fhall be
their Snare; and their Abilities, Vigilance, and
their Succefs, fhall either be their undoing, or no-
thing to their Advantage : Nor can they truft any
one elfe, or any one elfe them, when Payment
and Performance muft depend upon the Honefty
and Wifdom of thofe who often have none.
norance of Arts and Sciences, and of every
Thing that is good, together with Poverty, Mi-
fery, and Defolation, are found for the moft part
- -all together, and are all certainly produced by Ty-
yanny. In all the great Empires of Morocco, Abyf-
finiay Perfia, and India, there is not amongft the
Natives fuch a Thing as a tolerable Archite&t ;
nor one good Builiding, unlefs we except a Palace
built by a Portugueze for the Aby/finian Emperor ;
and perhaps there may be in all thefe vaft Conti-
nents a few more good Houfes built by Europeans.
‘The Athiopians have fcarce fuch a Thing as an
Artificer among them ; their only W eavers are the
Fews, who are likewife their Smiths, whofe high-
. eft Employment in Iron is to make Heads for
their Spear§ ; and for Artifts of their own, their
- wretched Trumpeters and Horn-winders feem to
be the higheft. When the Fefuits built a few
. Churches and Chapels in their Country, the
. whole Nation were alarmed, taking them for fo
many Cattles and Fortrefles. The reft of their
- Condition is of a-piece ; they are abjeGly miferable,
in fpite of their Soil, which in many Places is
- Juxuriant, and yields Three Crops a Year : Of
- fuch fmall Effe& are the Gifts of God to his
Creatures,
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Creatures, when the Breath of a Tyrant can blaft
them ! : ,

In Perfia, the Carpenters and Joiners have
but four Tools for all theit Work, and we may
guefs what fort of Work they make ; they havea

- Hatchet, a Saw, and a Chizzel, and one fort of

Plainer, brought thither not long fince by a French- -
man. As to Printing, they have none ; nor any
Paper but coarfe brown Stuff, which cannot be
folded without breaking to Pieces. In Painting,
they do not go beyond Birds and Flowers, and
are. utterly ignorant of Figures and Hiftory.

Egypt was once the Mother of Arts and Scien-
ces, and from thence Greece had them : But Egypt
lofing its Liberties, loft with them all Politenefs, -

- as all Nations do ; and the Pyramids were built
by ‘the firft‘Egyptian Tyrants, while the Kngqw-

ledge of Arts was not yet loft in Barbarifm, and
efore the Country was difpeopled, elfe they never

had been built,  Nor could all the Power of the
Ottoman Empire build fuch in the Place .now,
though the Tur#s were not Savages in the Sciences,
as they are. ¢ Till the Time of Ramphfinitusy
¢ fays Herodotus, the Egyptians report, that Li-
¢ berty flourifhed, and the Laws were the high-
¢¢ eft Power.” Then he tells us, that Cheops,
the Succeflor of that King, falling into all De-
bauchery and Tyranny, employed a Hundred
Thoufand of his People in drawing of Stone ;
Diodorus Siculus fays, Three Hundred and Sixty
Thoufand were employed in this inhuman Drudg-~
ery ; and then he began a Pyramid. The
Egyptians grew afterwards in Ignorance, Barbarity,
and Vilenefs, and almoft any body that invaded
Vor, IL (0] them,
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them, maftered them ; and when they were de-
fended, the free Greeks defended them, a Band of
them being generally entertained for that End by
the Egyptian Kings. It is true, One or T'wo of
the Ptolomeys, particularly the Firft, attempted to
revive Arts and Learning amongft them ; but the
Attempt came to nothing : They. were Slaves,
incapable either of tafting or producing the Em-
bellithments and Excellencies of Liberty, of which
they had been long deprived ; and therefore the
Greek Artifts, and the Greek Profeflors in Egypt,
had the Glory of every Improvement to them-
felves, as indeed they were the Authors of all.
The Romans afterwards left there many Monu-
ments of their Grandeur and Politenefs : But when
their free Government ended, as Tyranny fuc-
ceeded, fo did Barbarity all over the Empire, and
no where more than in Egypt, which is at this
Day the Prey of robbing and thieving Arabs, and
of oppreffive and devouring Turés.

I thall here fubjoin a fummary Account given
us by that. judicious Traveller Monfieur Bernier,
concerning the Condition of the Three great Eaft-
ern Empires, beft known to us. It is in his laft
Chapter of The Hiftory of the Great Mogul.

There is, fays he, almoft’no Perfon fecure
from the Violence of the Governors, 7imariots,
and Farmers of the Royal Rents ; nor. can the
‘Princes, though they were difpofed, hinder thefe
Violences, nor prevent the Tyranny of "their Ser-
vants over their People ; which fhould be the
chief Employment of a King. This Tyranny is
often fo extenfive, -that it leaves to the Peafant
and Tradefman neithér Food nor Raiment, btl;;

’ 0
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‘tobs them of the common Neceflaries of Life,

and they live in Mifery, and die with Hunger :
"They either beget no %hildren ; or, if they do,
fee them perifh- in their Infancy, for want of
Food : Sometimes they defert their Huts and
Land, to become Lacqueys to the Soldiers, or fly
to neighbouring Nations (where their Gondition is
not mended.) In fhort, the Land is not tilled but
by Force, and therefore wretchedly tilled ; and

" great Part of it lies wafte and is loft: There is

no body to clear the Ditches and Water-Courfes 3
no body to build Houfes, or to repair thofe that
are ruinous. 'The Timariet will not improve the
Ground for his Succeffor, not knowing how foon
he may come ; nor will the Peafant work for a
Tyrant, and-ftarve while he does it : And neither
Timariot nor Peafant will labour for Bread which
others are to eat. So the Peafant is left to ftarve,
and the Land to become a Defart.

Hence it s, that we fee thofe vaft States in Afia
run and running to wretched Ruin: Moft of their
‘Towns are raifed with Dirt and Earth ; and you
fee nothing but ruinous Towns, and deferted Vil-
Jages: And hence it is, that thofe celebrated Re-
gions of Mefspotamia, Anatolia, Paleftine, with
thofe admirable Plains of Antioch, and fo many
other Countries, antiently fo well manured, fo
fertile, and fo full of People, are all at prefent half
deferted, abandoned, and untilled, or become pe-
ftilent and uninhabitable Bogs. Egypt is in the
like Condition; and within thefe fourfcore Years, .
above the tenth Part of its incomparable Soil is
loft by Poverty, and want of Hands to fcour the
Channels of the Nile, and remove the Sand which
covers their Fields.

Qa2 ) From
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From tha fame Caufes, Artslanguith and flarve
in thofe Countries: For with what Heart can an
Artizan labour and ftudy for ignorant Beggars,
who are not Judges of his Work, and cannot pay
him for it, or for Grandees who will not ? He is
{o far from any Profpect of Reward, that he is not
only without all Hopes of Wealth, Office or
Lands ; but, to avoid being thought rich, muft
live poorly : He muft never eata good Meal, never
wear a decent Coat, never appear to be worth
Sixpence. Nay, he is happy if he can efcape the
Korrah, a terrible Whip exercifed by the great
Lords upon the Artifts ; proper Encouragement of
Ingenuity !

Indeed, the Knowledge and Beauty of Arts had
been loft in thofe Countries long fince, were it not
that the Kings and Grandees give Wages to cer-
tain Handicraftfmen, who work in their Houfes,
and, to efcape the Whip, do their beft : Befides,
the rich Merchants, who fhare their Gains with
Men in Power, to be protected by them, give
thefe Handicraftfmen a little more Pay, and but a
little. We muft not therefore think, upon feeing
rich Eaffern Stuffs here, that the Workman there
is in any Condition or Efteem : He works not for
himfelf: Only Neceflity and the Cudgel makes
him work ; and let him work how he will, he is
doomed to live miferably, to clothe himfelf mean-
ly, to eat poorly.

“Traffick alfo in thofe Countries is faint and
decaying : For how many are there that care to

. take much Pains ; to make dangerous Voyages,

and take long Journeys.; to be conftantly running
up and down; to write much, to live in perpe-
S tual
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tual Anxiety and Care, and to rifque all Hazards
and Chances ; and all for a precarious Gain, which
is at the Mercy of the next greedy Governor ?
This whole Chapter of Bernier deferves every
Man’s reading : I have only Room to-add Part of
another Paragraph. Talking of the Turki/b Em-
.pire : We have travelled, fays be, through almoft *
all the Parts of it ; we have feen how wofully it
is ruined and difpeopled ; and how in the Capital
City the raifing of five or fix thoufand Men re-
_quires three whole Months : And we know what
a Fall it muft have had before now, had it not
* been for the Supplies of Chriftian Slaves and Cap-
tives brought thither every Year from all Parts.
Without doubt, if the fame Sort of Government

- continue, that State will deftroy itfelf : It is at this

Day maintained by its own Weaknefs, and muft
at Klf’c fall by it. The Governors are frequently
changed, to make Room for new Oppreflors ; but
, neither has any one Governor, or one Subjeét in
the whole Empire, a Penny that he can call his
.own, to maintain the leaft Party ; nor, if he had
. Money, are there any Men to be had in thefe wide
. defolate Provinces. A blefled Expedient this, to
~make a State fubfift!| An Expedient, much like
that of a Brama of Pegu, who, to prevent Sedition,
commanded that no Land thould be tilled for fome
Years together ; and having thus deftroyed half
. the Kingdom with Hunger, he turned it into Fo-
refts : Which Method, however, did not anfwer
his End, nor prevent Divifions in that State, which
was reduced fo low, that a Handful of Chinefe Fu-
. gitives were .Jike to have taken and maftered the
Capital City Ava, , ,
. o O3 Thu
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Thus far Bernier. Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, that
it is a reigning Maxim in the Turéifh Policy, to
lay a great Part of their Empire wafte. A
‘Maxim, which they need take no Pains to prac-
tife ; fince, without deftroying deliberately their
People and Provinees, which yet they do, the
dreadful Spirit of their Goverrm:nt creates Defo-
lation faft enough in all Conicience.

The whole City of Dhili, the Capital of India,
is obliged to follow the Great Mogul their Empe-
ror, when he takes a Journey, their whole De-
pendence being upon the Court and the Soldiery ;
for they cannot fupport themfelves: Nor is the
Country round them, which is either wafte, or
its Inhagitants ftarving, able to fupport them. So
that the Citizens of this mighty Metropolis, are
only the wretched Suttlers to a Camp : They are
forced, to Jeave their Houfes empty, and ftroll after
their Monarch, whenever he is gracioufly difpofed
to take a Jaunt; and are abfent fometimes from
home a Year and a half together.

The Jefuit Nicholas Pimenta, who was in Pegy
about an hundred and twenty Years ago, gives
this Account of it : The laft King, fays he, was
a mighty King, and could bring into the Field a
Million and fixty thoufand Men, taking one out
of ten: But his Son had, by his Wars, his Op-
preflions, his Murders, and other Cruelties, made
fuch quick Difpatch of his Subje@s, that all that
were left did not exceed feven thoufand, including
Men,Women, andChildren. What an affe¢ting In-
ftance is here of the peftilential Nature of Tyranny!

It is not unlikely that fome of thefe fatal Wars
were made by this inhuman Prince, for White

Elephants 3
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Elephants ; and that he either made or provoked

Invafions upon that Score, as I have inftanced in
another Paper : And here I fhall add fomething

- to make this Conje@ure flill more probable. Mr.

Ralph Fitch, a Merchant of London, was at Pegu
thirteen or fourteen Years before Pimenta, in the

-Reign of the above potent King ; and he fays,
(1

Such is the Efteem that this King has for an
¢ Elephant of this Colour, that amongft his other
¢¢ Tides, he is called King of the IWhite Elephants ;
¢¢ a Title, which to him fccms as lofty as any of
¢ the reft. And that no other Prince round
¢ about him may wear this glorious Title, there-
¢¢ fore none of them muft keep a White Elc-
¢¢ phant, though Nature gaveit them; but muft
¢¢ fend it to him, or an Army fhall fetch it.; for
¢¢ rather than not have it, he will make War

- €< for it.”

He fays, that the Houfes of thefe Creatures are
fplendidly gilt, and fo are the Silver Veflels out of
which they are fed. When they go to the River
to be wafhed, which they do every Day, fix or
feven Men bear up a Canopy of Cloth of Gold or
Silk over them ; and as many more march with
‘Drums and mufical Inftruments before them ; and
when they come out of the Water, their Feet
are wafhed in great Silver Bafons by Perfons of
Quality, whofe Office it is thus to ferve them.
Bernier fays, the Great Mogul allows fixed Pen-
fions (fometimes very large ones) to every Ele-
phant, with proper Attendance ; nay, two Men
are employed in the fultry Months, to ftand, one
on each Side, to fan them.

04 I
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I only mention this, to fhew how much more
Care thefe Tyrants take of their Beafts, than of
their People.  And it is too true of all arbitrary
Princes ; their Stable of Horfes is dearer to them
than their Subjefls, and live infinitely better.

This is almoft univerfally true where-ever there
are fuch. Nay, they value their Dogs more than
they do the Lives of Men. When the Grand
Seignior goes a hunting, a great Number of Pea-
fants muft enclofe the Ground for feveral Leagues
round, and keep in the Game ; this they muft
often do for many Days together, fometimesin Ice
and Snow, with hungry Bellies. By which Means
their Work is negleGted, their Grounds are de-
ftroyed, and they themfelves are many times killed
in the Sport, or flarved in attending it ; and it
often happens, that forty or fifty of his own Fol-
lowers perith in a Day.  Swltan Mahomet’s grand
Falconer had once the Honefty and Boldnefs to
reprefent to his Mafter all this Deftrucion and
Carnage which attended his endlefs Paflion for
Hunting ; but all the Anfwer which he received

-from this Father of the Faithful, was, By al/
Means take Care of the Dogs, let them have Clathing
and other Accommodations. :

"This Paper upon Arts and Population grows too
long : I fhall therefore referve to another what I
ha\g to fay further upon this Subjedt.

Iam, &c,

SATUR- ~

—————
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SaTurpAY, March 3, 1721. No. 68.

_Property and Commerce fecure in a free Government

only 3 with the confuming Miferies under fimple
Monarchies., .o

S FR,-

/

I HERE fend you what I have to fay further

upon Arts, Induftry, and Population. To live

fecurelyy happily, and independently, is the End

and Effe& of Liberty ; and it is the Ambition of
all Men to live agreeably to their own Humours
and Difcretion. Nor did ever any Man that could
live fatisfalorily without a Mafter, defire to live
under one ; and real or fancied Naceflity alone
makes Men the Servants, Followers, and Crea~
tures of one another. And therefore all Men are
animated by the Paflion of acquiring and defending
Property, becaufe Property is the beft Support of

“that Independency, fo paffionately defired by all

Men. Even‘Men the moft dependent have it
conftantly in their Heads and their Withes, to be-
come independent one Time or other; and the
Property which they are acquiring, or mean to.
acquire by that Dependency, is intended to bring
them out of it, and to procure them an agreeable
Independency. And as Happinefs is the Effe& of
Independency, and Independency the Effe&t of
Property ; fo certain Property is the Effe&t of Li-

- berty alone, and can only be fecured by the Laws
af

Os
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of Liberty ; Laws which are made by Confent,
-and cannot be repealed without it.

All thefe Bleflings, therefore, are only the Gifts
and Confequences of Liberty, and only to be found
in free Countries, where Power is fixed on one
Side, and Property fecured on the other ; where
the one cannot break Bounds without Cheek, Pe-
nalties or Forfeiture, nor the other fuffer Dimi-
nution without Redrefs ; where the People have
no Mafters but the Laws, and fach as the Laws
appoint ; where both Laws and Magiftracy are
formed by the People or their Deputies ; and no
Demands are made upon them, but what are made
by the Law, and they know to a Penny what to
pay before it is afked ; where they that exact from
them more than the Law allows, are punifhable
by the Law ; and where the Legiflators are equally
bound by their own A&, equally involved in the
Confequences. .

‘There can be no Good, where there are none
of the Caufes of Good; and confequently aH the
Advantages of Liberty muft be loft with Liberty,
and all the Evils of Tyranny muft accompany
Tyranny. -I have in my laft taken a View of the
Eaflern Monarchies, with regard to the miferable
Decay of their People and Arts; I fhall in this
conine mvfelf, for Inftances, to Ewurope, and be-
gin with Mufcovy, by far the grenteft Empire for
Teritory in Chriflendom : And becaufe the beft
fhort Account that I have feen of that Govern-
ment, is given by Giles Fletcher, who was there in
the latter End of Queen £/izabeth’s Time, I fhall
here recite Part of that Account. '

Tafking
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Talking of the many wicked and barbarous Arts

ufed by the late Czars of Ruffia, to driin and op-
prefs their People, he fays; ¢¢ They would fuffer
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their People to give freely to the Monafteries,
(as many do, efpecially in their laft Wills) and
this they do, becaufe they may have the Money

-of the Realm more ready at Hand, when they

lift to take it, which is many Times done
the Friars parting freely with fome, rather than
lofe all. -
¢¢ Fobn Bafilowitz pretended to refign thz Crown
to the Prince of .Cazan, and to retire for the -
reft of his Life to a Monaftery : He then caufed
this new King to-call in all the Ecclefiaftical
Charters, and to cancel them. Then pretend-
ing to diflike this Fa&, and the Mifrule of the
new King, he refumed the Sceptre, poffefled
as he was of all the Church Lands ; of which
he kept what he would, and gave new Char-
ters for the reft. By this he wrung from the
Ecclefiafticks a vaft Sum ; and yet hoped to
abate the ill Opinion of his Government, b
thewing a worfe.
¢¢ When they want to levy a new Tax, they
make a Shew of Want, as was done by Duke
Theodore 3 who, though left very rich by his
Father, yet fold moft of his Plate, and coined
the reft, that he might feem in Neceffity *
Whereupon prefently came out a new Tax up=
on his People. :
¢¢ They would fometimes fend their Meflengers
into the Provinces to foreftall and engrofs the
Commodities of the Country, taking them at
fmall Prices, what they themfclves lifted, and
: ¢ felling
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¢¢ felling them again at exceffive Prices to their
¢ own Merchants, or to Strangers. If they res
¢¢ fufe to buy them, then they force them into it :
¢¢ The like they do, when any Commodity thus
¢ engroffed, Foreign or Native, fuch as Cloth of
¢¢ Gold, Broad Cloth,. and tke like, happens to
¢ decay, by lying upon Hand ; it is forced upon
¢¢ the Merchants at the Emperor’s Price,t whether
¢ they will or no..

¢¢ Befides the engrofling of foreign Commodi-
¢ ties, and forcing them upon the Merchants,
%¢ they makea Monopoly for a.Seafon.of all fuch
<¢ Commodities as are paid the Prince for Rent or
4¢ Cuftom ; and this they do to enhance the Price
¢¢ of them: Thus they monopolize Furs, Corn,
¢¢ Wood, &c. during all which Time none muft
<¢ fell of the fame Commodity,.till the Emperor’s
¢¢ be all fold.

¢ The above-mentioned John Bafilowitz fent
€¢ into Permia (a Country of the poor Samoides)
€¢ for certain Loads of Cedar, though he wel
¢¢ knew that none grew there ;. and the Inhabi-
¢¢ tants returned Anfwer, that they could find
“¢ none. Whereupon he taxed: the Country in
¢¢ Twelve Thoufand Rubles, Again, he
¢¢ fent to the City of Mofcow to provide for him a
¢¢ Meafure full of Fleas, for a Medicine. * They
¢ anfwered, that the Thing was impoffible ; and
$¢ if they could get them, yet they could not mea-
¢ fure them, becaufe of their leaping out. Upon
¢¢ which he fet a Mul& upon them of Seven Thou-.
¢¢ fand Rubles.

¢ To thefe may be added, their Seizures and
¢¢ Confifcations upon fuch as are under Difplea-

' €< fure,
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€% fure, and the Connivance at the Oppreflion
¢¢ and- Extortions of the Governors of the Pro-
% vinces, till their Time be expired ; and then -
.%¢ turning all their wicked Plunder into the Em-
<. peror’s Treafury, but never a Penny back again

¢¢ to the-right Owner, how great or evident fo-

€¢ ever the Injury be.

¢ As to the People, they are of no Rank or
¢¢ Account, and efteemed no better than Villains ;
¢ and fo they fubfcribe themfelves in all their
¢¢ Writings to any of the Nobility, as they of the
¢¢ Nobility do to the Emperor : And indeed, no
¢ Bond Slaves are kept more in Awe and Subjec-
¢¢ tion, than the common People are, by the
«¢ Nobility, Officers, and Soldiers ; fo that when
¢¢ a poor %Joujicé {one of the Commonalty) meets.
¢¢ any of them upon the Highway, he muft tura
£¢ himfelf about, as not daring to look them in
¢ the Face, and fall down with his Head to the
¢ very Ground. :
. %¢ And as to the Lands and Goods. of thefe mi-
¢¢ ferable People, they are fo expofed to the Rapine

¢¢ of the Nobility and Soldiers, befides the Taxes, .

%¢ Cuftoms, and Seizures, and other publick Ex-
¢¢ adtions laid upon them by the Emperor, that
¢¢ they are utterly difcouraged from following their

¢¢ Trades and Profeffions ; becaufe the more they -

¢¢ have, the more Danger they are in, not only
¢¢ of their Goods, but even of their Lives : And
¢ if they happen to have any thing, they convey
€< it into Monafteries, or hide it in Woods or un-
¢¢ der Ground, as Men do when they are in Fear
¢¢ of a Foreign Iavafion. So that many Villages
$¢ and Towns are intirely without Inhabitants.;
R 2 ‘¢ and
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¢¢ and in the Way towards Mofeow, betwixt Vo- -
¢¢ Jaghda and Yareflave, for about an Hundred Eng-
¢ Ji/b Miles, there are atleaft Fifty Villages, fome
¢¢ half a Mile long, fome a whole Mile long, that
¢¢ ftand wholly defolate, without a fingle Inha-
¢¢ bitant. The like Defolation is feen in all other
¢ Places of the Realm, as I have been told by
¢ thofe that travelled the Country. -
¢ In every great Town the Emperor hath a
¢¢ Drinking-Houfe, which he rents out : Here the
¢¢ Labouring Man and Artificer many Times
<¢ fpends all from his Wife and Children. Some
s¢ drink away all that they wear about them, to
<¢ their very Shirts, and fo walk naked ; and all
¢¢ for the Honour of the Emperor. Nay, while
¢¢ they are thus drinking themfelves naked, and
%¢ ftarving their Families, no body muft call them
¢ away, upon any Account, becaufe he would
“¢ hinder the Emperor’s Revenue.

¢¢ The capital Punifhments upon the People are
¢ yery cruel ; but if Theft or Murder be com-
<¢ mitted upon them by one of the Nobility, he
¢¢ js feldom punifhed, or fo much as called to Ac-
¢¢ count for it, becaufe.the People are the Slaves
¢¢ of the Nobility : Or if thefe Crimes are com-
¢¢ mitted by a Gentleman Soldier, perhaps he may
¢¢ be imprifoned at the Emperor’s Pleafure, or
¢¢ perhaps fined and that is all.”

I make this Quotation chiefly upon Memory,
having only taken down fome Hints when I read
it ; butI can affert it to be a juft one, and almoft
wholly in the Do&tor’s Words.

I'’know much has been faid of the Improve-
ments made by the prefent Czar, and of his many

' Projets
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Proje&ts in Favour of Arts and Trade: And it is
very true, that he is a Prince of a very a&tive and
inquifitive Genius. But though he has made him-
felf a more powerful Prince than any of his Pre-
deceffors were, I do not find that the Numbers of
his People are increafed, or their general wretched
Condition much mended. He has a vaft Army
conftantly on Foot ; he keeps vaft Numbers of his
poor Subjeéts conftantly employed in making Ha-
vens and Canals ; great Taxes are raifed, great
and daily Wafte is made of his People, who are
likewife miferably opprefled by his Boyars, to whom
he ftill leaves the raifing of Money, and the Di-
re@ion of Trade : So that the general Oppreflion
remains ; Trade is deadned and. diftrefled ; the
People burdened beyond Meafure ; fudden and ar-
bitrary Duties are laid upon Commodities import-
ed; the old Way of Monopolies is continued ; the
State of the Exchange, and the Allay and uncer-
tain Value of the current Coin, are as bad as they
can be ; Arts and Ingenuity are really difcouraged,
and thofe who have Skill in any Art muft conceal
it, to avoid working for nothing ; there are Grie-
vances without Number, and like to be, for he
who complains is certainly undone, and Petitions
are an{wered with Stripes, fometimes with Death
itfclf. Infhort, the Condition of the Ruffian Peo-
ple is much upon the fame Foot as it was in Dr.
Fletcher’s Time 5 and whoever doubts it, may find
full Conviction from Captain Perry’s State of Ruf-
fia, under the prefent Czar.

In Poland, nothing can be more miferable than
the Condition of the Peafants, who are fubjeét to
the mere Mercy of the great Lords, as to Lifs

. . . an
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and Death and Property ; and muft labour Five
. Days in a Week, nay fometimes Six, for thefe
Lords ; and if they cannot fubfift themfelves and
their Families upon One Day’s Labour in Seven,
they muft famith. The State of the other North-
ern Kingdoms is, with refpet. to the People, as
wretched ds any ¥t named : They have many
Soldiers, endlefs Taxes, dreadful Poverty, few
People, and gaudy Courts. It is indeed faid of
" fome arbitrary Princes in fome Parts of Eurgpe,
that they are merciful to their Subjeéts, and do not
ufe them barbaroufly ; that is, they do not delibe-
rately butcher them, but only take all that they
have, and leave them to ftarve peaceably upon the
reft : All the Riches of the Country are to be feen
at Court, and the People are wretchedly poor.
 Contabit vacuus. A Countryman once com-
plained to General Kiré, that his Soldiers had
- plundered him of all that he had in the World :
Thou art a happy Man, fays the General, for then
they will plunder. thee no more.
The woful Decay of People and Plenty in ma-
ny States in Jtaly is fo aftonithing, that were -it
_not obvious to every Eye that fees it, and fo well
attefted to thofe who have not feen it, by thofe
who have, it would feem beyond all Belief.
¢ When I came into the Pope’s Territories at
¢ Pont Centino, (fays Dr. Burnet) there was a
¢¢ rich Bottom all uncultivated, and not fo much
¢ as ftocked with Cattle: But as I paffed from
¢ Montifiafcone to Viterbo, this appeared yet more
"¢ amazing; for a vaft champain Country lay
#¢ almoft quite deferted. And that wide Town,
¢ which is of fo great Compafs, hath few Inha-
° : €¢ bitants,
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¢ bitants, and thofe looked poor and miferable.
““ When I was within a Day’s Journey of Rome,
¢ 1 fanfied the Neighbourhood of fo great a
*¢ City muft mend the Matter ; but I was much
¢ difappointed : For a Soil that was fo rich, and
lay fo fweetly, that it far exceeded any Thing
I ever faw out of ltaly, had neither Inhabi-
tants in it, nor Cattle upon it, to the Tenth
¢ Part of what it could bear. The Surprize this
¢ gave me increafed upon me, as I went out of
¢ Rome on its other Side, chiefly all the Way to
¢ Naples, and on the Way to Ciwvita Vecchia ; for
¢¢ that vaft and rich Champain Country, which
¢ runs all along to Terracina, which from Civita
Vecchia is a Hundred Miles long, and is in many
¢¢ Places Twelve or Twenty Miles broad, is aban-
¢¢ doned to fuch a Degree, that as far as one’s
¢¢ Eye can carry one, there is often not fo mucb
¢¢ as a Houfe to be feen, The Severity of the
¢¢ Government hath driven away the Inhabitants ;
¢ and their being driven away hath reduced it to
¢¢- fuch a Pafs, that it is hardly poffible to people
¢t it.”” Headds, that in Rome itfelf, ¢ it is not

€c

.¢¢ poffible for the People to live and pay Thaxes ;

¢¢ which has driven, as it is believed, almoft a
¢ Fourth Part of the People out of Rome during
$¢ this Pontificate.”

He tells us elfewhere, that the Pope buys in all
the Corn of St. Peter’s Patrimony. ¢¢ He buys
¢¢ jt at Five Crowns their Meafure, and even that
¢ is flowly and ill paids  So that there was Eight
¢+ Hundred Thoufand Crowns owing upon that °
¢ Score when I was at Rome. In felling this out,,

- ¢ the Meafure is leflened a Fifth Part, and the

~ ¢¢ Price



330 CATO's LETTERS

¢¢ Price of the Whole is doubled ; fo that what
¢ was bought at Five Crowns, is fold out at
¢¢ Twelve ; and if the Bankers, who are obliged
¢¢ to take a determined Quantity of Corn from
¢¢ the Chamber, cannot retail out all that is im-
¢¢ pofed upon them, but are forced to return fome
¢ Part of it back, the Chamberdifcounts to them
¢ only the firft Price of Five Crowns.”

It is obferved by another noble Author of our
Country, that Mario Chigi, Brother to Pope Alex-
ander the Seventh, by one fordid Cheat upon the
Sale of Corn, is faid within Eight Years to have
deftroyed above the Third Part of the People in
the Ecclefiaftical State ; and that that Country,
which was the Strength of the Romansin the Car-
" thaginian Wars, fuffered more by the Covetoul-

nefs and Fraud of that Villain, than by all the De-
feats received from Hannibal. . '

The Country of Ferrara was formerly very po-
pulous, and the Lands being fertile, were well
cultivated ; but fince the Pope has got Pofleffion
of it, it is almoft depopulated ; the Lands are
nigh defolate ; and, for want of People, it is like
the reft of the Ecclefiaftical State, unhealthy to
live in. His Holinefs has reduced the Inhabitants
from "above an Hundred Thoufand, to about
Twelve Thoufand. In the City itfelf, Grafs
grows in the Streets, and moft of the Houfes are
empty. :

The Great Duke’s Dominions lie much in the
fame difmal Solitude. When Sienna and Pifa were
free States, they fwarmed with People, and were
rich in Trade and Territory : Sienna alone was
computed to have had above half a Million of Sub-

' jels 3
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jeQs ; but in a matter of an Hundred and Fourfcore
Years, during which Time it has been in the Pof-
feflion of his Highnefs of Tufcany, they are funk
below Twenty Thoufand, and thefe miferably
poor. The fame is the abje& Condition of Pifz,
Piftosja, Arexzo, Cortona, and many other great
Towns.  Florence, his Capital particularly, which,
in the Days of Liberty, could, by the Ringing of
a Bell, bring together, of its own Citizens and the
Inhabitants of the Valley Armo, a Hundred and
Thirty-five Thoufand well armed Men in a few
Hours Time, is now fo poor and low, that it

“could not bring together Three tolerable Regi~

ments in Thirteen Months.
The City of Pifa alone was reckoned, when it
was free, to have had a Hundred and Fifty Thou-

-fand Inhabitants, all happy in Liberty and Com-

merce ; and now they are about Ten Thoufand,
without Liberty, and Commerce, and Bread.
Formerly an Hundred of its Citizens could fit out

-an Hundred Galleys, and maintain them during'a

War, at their own Charge ; and now the whole
City could not furnith out nor maintain one.
Their ftately Palaces are defolate, like their Ter-
ritory ; or let out for Stables, or any other forry

.Ufe, at Three or Four Pounds a Year Rent.

Their Streets are covered with Grafs ; their Ter-
ritory, by being wafte, is grown unwholfome ; and
their few Remains of People are ftarving. And
that great State, which the Great Duke could not
mafter without the Armies of Spain, are not now
able to contend with his infamous Crew of Tax-
gatherers. The People are famithed Slaves, their
Houfes are Ruins, their Trade is gone, their Land

unma-



332 CATO’s LETTERS.

unmanured, and yet their Taxes are not leflened ;
and if there be any Plenty amongft them, ’tis only
Plenty of Beggars.

The fame is the Condition of the Afilaneze,
.and other Countries under the fame Sort of Go-
vernment ; the People ftarve in the beft Soils:
Whereas in Switzerland, and in the Territories of
Genea, Lucca, and the Grifons, they are nume-
rous, and live happily in the worft. ¢ The People
¢ in France, (fays the Author of the Supplement
¢¢ to Dr. Burnet’s Travels) efpecially the Peafants,
¢¢ are very poor, and moft of them reduced to
¢¢ great Want and Mifery ; and yet France is an
¢¢ extraordinary good Country. The People of -
¢ Switzerland (which is a Country of Mountains)
-¢¢ cannot be faid ta. be very rich, but there are
-4¢ very few, even of the Peafants, that are mife-
¢ rably poor. The moft Part of them have
¢¢ enough to live on. Every where in France,
¢¢ even in the beft Cities, there are. Swarms of
¢¢ Beggars ; and yet fcarce any to be feen through-
¢ out all Swirzerland. The Houfes of the Coun-
.$¢ try People in France are extremely mean ; and
-€¢ in them no other Furniture is to be found, but
¢¢ poor nafty Beds, Straw Chairs, with Plates and"
¢ %)ifhes of Wood and Earth. In Swirzerland,
¢¢ the Peafants have their Houfes furnithed with
¢¢ good Feather-Beds, good Chairs, and other
¢¢ convenient Houfhold-Stuffs ; their Windows
¢ are all of Glafs, always kept mended and
¢ whole; and their Linnen, both for Bedding and
¢¢ their Tables, is very neat and white.”

- This was written above Thirty Years ago,
when France was in a much better Condition than
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it hasbeen fince. The Glory of their late Grand
Monarch coft them much Mifery, and many My-
riads of People. And yet even Thirty Years ago
their Miferies were great and affe&ting | ¢¢ As1
¢¢ came from Paris to Lyons, (fays Dr. Burnet)
¢ T was amazed to fee fo much Mifery as ap-
peared not only in Villages, but even in big
¢¢ Towns ; where all the Marks of an extreme
¢¢ Poverty thewed themfelves, both in the Build-
¢ ings, the Clothes, and almoft in the Looks of
¢¢ the Inhabitants; And a general difpeopling in
¢ all the Towns, was avery vifible Effeét of the
+¢ Hardfhips under which they lay.”” 'What blef-
fed Circumftances that great Kingdom is in now,
Mr. Law, who is amongft us, can beft tell’;
though we all pretty well know. It is really a
Science, and no eafy one, to know the Names,
Numbers, and Quality of their Taxes ; which
are fo many, fo various, and fo heavy, that one
of their-own Writers calls them, frventions proper
2o impoverifh the Pegple, and to enrich the Dittiona-
ries. Bulion, Treafurer to Lewis the Thirteenth,
told his Mafter, that bis Subjects were too happy,
they were not yet reduced to eat Grafs. And the
cruel Spirit and Politicks of that Minifter were
afterwards fo well improved, that I am apt to
think their prefent Felicity is no Part of their
Misfortunes.

Such Inftances thew what hopeful Methods fuch
Governors take to increafe People, Trade, and
Riches. -

As “to the politer Arts, I own feveral of them -
have flourithed under fome of the Popes them- -
felves, and fome other arbitrary Princes ; fuch as

‘ Painting, -
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Painting, Architeure, Sculpture, and Mufick.
But thefe Arts, ‘and the Imgl"ovements of them,
were fo far from owing any Thing to that Sort of
Government, that by Liberty alone, and the Pri-
vileges given to the Profeflors of them, they came
to excel in them ; nor would they ever have ex-
celled upon the common Foot and Condition of
their other Subjets : So that to make them Ex-
cellent, they made them Free. And thus even
Thyrants, the Enemies of Liberty, were, for their
Furniture, Luxury, Pomp, Pleafure, and Enter-
tainment, forced to be beholden to Liberty ; and
for thofe particular Purpofes, they gave it to par-
ticular Men. But for the reft of their Subjets,
they were left by them in the Condition of
Brutes, both in Point of Livelihood and Know-
ledge : For it is Liberty more than Shape, that
makes the Difference ; fince Reafon without Li-
berty proves little better, and fometimes worfe,
than none. Servitude mars all Genius; nor is
either a Pen or a Pencil of any Ufe in a Hand
that is manacled,
G I am, &c.
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