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Constitutions of Nations

sons in excess of a multiple of 200,000.! They must possess qualifica-
8 specified in the Constitution.? Each provincial council names at
t three senators.® A number of senators equal to one-half of the
1ber of members of the House of Representatives is elected directly by
people. A certain number of senators are elected directly by the
ate itself.s

he Senate is entirely renewed every four years.®

ExEcurivE DEPARTMENT

he King is an hereditary monarch with provision that in default of
» descendants, the King may name his successor with the consent of
houses.” He exercises both executive powers and certain legislative
8.8 Decrees of the King require the countersignature of a minister.?
inisters are chosen and may be dismissed by the King.®® They have
otes in the parliament unless they are members of it, but have access
ther house and are entitled to be heard upon request and may be
ired to appear.i

JupiciaL DEPARTMENT

licial power is vested by the Constitution in a Court of Cassation
1 does ““not consider questions of fact except in the trial of minis-
12 and which decides all “conflicts of jurisdiction’’ 18 of other courts.
Constitution prohibits the establishment of any ‘‘commissions or
ordinary tribunals.” ¥ Authoritative interpretation of the laws,
ver, belongs to the legislative power.s A special ‘“‘court of ac-
8" is provided for, for the settlement of accounts of all persons
ntable to the public treasury.!

s higher judicial officers are appointed by the King from lists supplied
e courts and the provineial councils or Senate.1?

AREA, PoPULATION, LANGUAGE

gium has an area of 11,775 square miles, and a population of about
000. The languages spoken are French and Flemish.

st., Art. 53 (2). 21d., Art. 56, 56A. 31d., Art. 53 (2).
ﬁrrtt. 56% ¢ Id., Art. 53 (3). ¢ Id., Art. 55.

Art. 26. While the King has power to make regulations and decrees for the ex-
&f th%4 laws, this in practice has become a legislative activity.
rt.

. Art. 65. In practice ministers keep their posts as long as they enjoy the con-
and support of a majority of the two Houses.

Art. 88. 121d., Art. 95. 18 1d., Art. 106.

Art. 04, B1d., Art. 28. 161d., Art. 118.
, Art. 99.
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CONSTITUTION OF BELGIUM

February 7, 18311
(With Amendments)

TITLE I
THE TERRITORY AND ITS DIVISIONS

. 1.2 Belgium is divided into provinces.

"%ﬁase provin%:es are: Antwerp, Braba,nt,N West Flanders, East Flanders,

inaut, Liége, Limbourg, Luxembourg, Namur. .
Hailfnfllnlel,'e sh§u7ld be occasion for it, the ’terrltory may be divided by law
i reater number of provinces. o
mt’i‘)haé gcolonies, possessions beyond the sea, or protectorates W'hlcl} Bel-
gium may acquire shall be governed by special laws. The Belgian orcis
required for their defense shall be recruited only by voluntary enhstmlen .

Art. 2. Subdivisions of the provinces shall not be made except by a;;v.

Art. 3., The boundaries of the state, of the provinces, and of the
communes shall not be changed or rectified except by law.

TITLE II
BELGIAN CITIZENS AND THEIR RIGHTS

Art. 4. Belgian nationality is acquired, retained, and lost according to
i tablished by the civil law. ) . .
regl’ulllzti)or!é:e?t Constituti}(’)n and the other laws relating to political niglhts
determine what other conditions are necessary for the exercise of these
righte. ization i legislati ower
. 5. Naturalization is granted by the legislative power. o
%\rltll naturalization alone admits foreigners to equality with Belgians in
ise of political rights. ]
thm{el(;c.lseTohe?e shall begno distinction of classes? in the state. -
All Belgians are equal before the law; they alone are a.dmx.smbﬁa {,)o c11v1
and military offices, with such exceptions as may be established by law
for particul%r; a.s?is. 1 liberty i guar;a,nteed
.7, ividual liberty is gua . . )
ﬁ?o;ie magr be prosecuted except in cases provided for by law and in the
in prescribed. o
fo%::ggﬁ?lfn one is taken in the commission of an offense, no ofne ﬁliai
be arrested without a warrant issued by a magistrate, notice of whic

i Constitutions Modernes, Vol. 1, p. 349. .
:g;ench ﬁﬁllge{))ti‘erue&ngy‘ {;’ea 18;3. The boundaries of the, ngdon} of Bel_glgx(x)xd werg
fixed bani?l‘ie treaty of April 19, 1839. The provision regarding COIO:IEI‘leS wsst.’s ég :v helllfeit
in 189"3, to give the government power to administer the Congo Free Sta

Sheu’ll‘%eb%‘i’?x?:hate}}xeégi‘?ﬁ ;:’);s i,ss(li(z)z?;s PEtat aucune distinction d’ordres,” applies to the

old divisions of the State into three orders: nobility, clergy, and tiers état.
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must be given at the time of arrest, or at the latest within twenty-four
hours thereafter.

Art. 8. No person shall be removed against his will from the jurisdic-
tion of the judge to whom the law assigns him.

Art. 9. No penalty shall be established or enforced except by virtue
of a law.

Art. 10. The private domicile is inviolable; no search of premises shall
take place except in the cases provided for by law and according to the

. form therein prescribed.

Art. 11. No'one may be deprived of his property except for a public
purpose and according to the forms established by law, and in considera-
tion of a just compensation previously determined.

i ﬁxrg 12. Punishment by confiscation of property shall not be estab-
ished.

Art. 13. Total deprivation of civil rights (mort civile) is abolished and
shall not be reestablished.

Art. 14. Religious liberty and the freedom of public worship, as well
as free expression of opinion in all matters, are guaranteed with the reser-
vation of power to suppress offenses committed in the use of these lib-
erties.

Art. 15. No one shall be compelled to join in any manner whatever
in the forms and ceremonies of any religious worship, nor to observe its
days of rest. '

Art. 16. The state shall not interfere either in the appointment or in
the installation of the ministers of any religious denomination whatever,
nor shall it forbid them to correspond with their superiors or to publish
their proceedings, subject, in the latter case, to the ordinary responsibility
of the press and of publication.

Civil marriage shall always precede the religious ceremony, except in
cases to be established by law if found necessary.

Art. 17. Private instruction shall not be restricted; all measures in-
{;erflering with it are forbidden; the repression of offenses shall be regulated

y law.

Public instruction given at the expense of the state shall likewise be
regulated by law.

Art. 18. The press is free; no censorship shall ever be established; no
security shall be exacted of writers, publishers, or printers.!

In case the writer is known and is a resident of Belgium, the publisher,
printer, or distributor shall not be prosecuted.

Art. 19. Belgians have the right, without previous authorization, to
assemble peaceably and without arms, conforming themselves to the laws
which regulate the exercise of this right.

This provision does not apply to assemblies in the open air, which re-
main entirely under the police laws.

Art. 20. Belgians have the right of association; this right shall not be
restricted by any preventive measure.

Art. 21.  Anyone has the right to address petitions to the public
authorities, signed by one or more persons.

Legally organized bodies alone have the right to petition under a
collective name.

- ion.
thrt. 26. The legislative power sh

Belgium 129
i is invi he law shall
9. The privacy of correspondence 18 mvu?lablg. T
de{:&el:;l?ne who arl()e the a},rgents responsible for the violation of the secrecy
entrusted to the post. ) . ) )
of Ert: erzs& The use of the languages spoken 1n Belgium is optlorg;la._l.
This fnatter may be regulated Oél.ly by law and only for acts of public
ity and for judicial proceedings. _ ) i

wﬁnztz. * No prgvious a.t,lx)thorization is necessary to bring action agazlclilsé

public' officials for the acts of their administration, except as provide

for ministers.?

TITLE II1
CONCERNING POWER

Art. 25. All powers emanate from the people.

They shall be exercised in the manner established by the Constitu-

all be exercised collectively by the

i f Representatives, and the Senate.?
Klﬁé.tg’?. H%}‘f:hoof thg three brancﬁes of the legislative power shall have

: ight, of initiative. )
1‘Jh‘(bbli]egvertheless, all laws relating to the revenues Or expendxtuli:ets of th?
gtate or to the army contingent must be voted first by the House o
ives).t
Re&x:g's ggf;atzl‘.‘,ﬁe)authoritative interpretation of the laws shall belong only
to the legislative power. '
Art.29. Theexecutive po
lations of the Constitution.
Art. 30. The judicial power 8

“tri ls. ) )
m]%ueﬁ?e?as and judgments shall be executed in the name of the King.

: 1 inci irs shall be regulated
"31. Exclusively communal or prgvmcla,l affairs shal guls
byAﬁlxe communal oryprovincia.l councils, according to the principles

established by the Constitution.

wer is vested in the King, subject to the regu-
hall be exercised by the courts and the

CHAPTER [
THE HOUSES

two houses shall represent the nation,

f th : C
Art, 32, T e, nor the subdivision of the province which

and not the province alone, nor

lected them. )
° e.liri. 33. The sessions of the houses shall be public.

Nevertheless, each house may resolve itself into a secret committee

demand of its president or of ten members. )
upﬁ? sg;‘lzl t(fxr:n decide bypvote of an absolute majority whether the session

shall be resumed in public upon the same subject.

he Moniteur; the French text is
al documents (see Dareste, op.

! d royal decrees are published in _French in th
the It;:]v;rsosgci;lo{ext. Flemish may be used in some offici
cit., p. 77, note 1).

2 Sge below, Articles 63, 90, and 134.

3 This article was proposed for revision in 1921, but was left unchanged.
AC_t NV ik w1091



