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“Images of  Liberty and Power”



Questions to keep in mind:

• how has the idea of “liberty” been depicted in art?

• how has the idea of “power” been depicted in art?

• how do we decipher or decode the political content of 

art?

• what purpose do political ideas in art/images serve?

• do political ideas in art “spoil” or “devalue” works of art?

• do they turn “art” into propaganda?

• how has art been used in the battle of ideas?

Q
Definition of Terms:

• “liberty” - the absence of coercion; the ability to enjoy one’s justly acquired property without restriction by others

• “power” - the exercise of coercion upon others in order to seize their property or to restrict their liberties 



• the depiction of people who are “at liberty”, 

“enjoying liberty,” or peacefully “going about 

their business”

• the interpretation of the world/society by 

artists who have (possibly unstated) “liberal” 

assumptions about it

• the celebration of “bourgeois virtues”

• the depiction of material with the express 

purpose of “seeking or promoting liberty”

• the depiction of material with the express 

purpose of “opposing power” or some other 

unjust aspect of power

Nanine Vallain, “La Liberté” (1793-94)

The Idea of  Liberty in Art



• the depiction of “the power holders” and 

“institutions of power” in society, e.g. 

“throne” and “altar”, in order to:

• legitimize their rule

• justify their actions (e.g. war)

• be loved/feared by their subjects

• overawe/subdue their opponents

• ensure sacrifice to the state/nation

Jacques-Louis David, “Napoléon crossing the St. 
Bernard Pass” (1805)

The Idea of  Power in Art



Images of Liberty & Power Online

1. at my personal website:
<http://davidmhart.com/>

2. at the Online Library of Liberty website:
<http://oll.libertyfund.org/>

Pierre Paul Prud'hon et Jacques Louis 
Copia, "Liberty overthrowing the 

Hydra of Tyranny" (1793)

http://davidmhart.com
http://davidmhart.com
http://oll.libertyfund.org
http://oll.libertyfund.org


Some Examples to Discuss

Pro-Power:

• Washington & Napoleon in their Studies

• Presidents Day & the Hagiography of Presidential Power

• Rationing & Price Controls in WW2

Australian Interlude I

Anti-Power:

• Cartoons against War & Taxes

• Delacroix on Press Censorship (1814-1822)

• The Ruling Class in the Caricatures of Wade & Daumier

Australian Interlude II 

Pro-Liberty:

• Thomas Hollis, John Locke, & Algernon Sidney

• Revolutionary Playing Cards

• Marianne

• Monuments to Richard Cobden & Frédéric Bastiat

The Spirit of Peace
Motto: "Prosperity"

(1793-94)



Favourable Depictions of Power



Favourable Depictions of Power I:
The Hardworking Leader

“Washington & Napoleon in their Studies”

Jacques-Louis David, “The Emperor 
in his Study in the Tuileries” (1812)

Official Portrait (Landsowne): 
George Washington (1796)



Jacques-Louis David, “The Emperor in his Study in the Tuileries” (1812)





Official Portrait (Landsowne): George Washington (1796)





Official Portrait: G.H.W. Bush
(Herbert Abrams, 1994)



Favourable Depictions of Power II:
The Hagiography of Presidential Power

“Washington & Presidents Day”

Unknown, "The Apotheosis of 
Washington and Lincoln" (1865)

John James Barralet, "The Apotheosis 
of Washington" (1802-1816)



John James Barralet, "The Apotheosis 
of Washington" (1802-1816)



Unknown, "The Apotheosis of 
Lincoln, greeted by Washington 

in Heaven" (1865)



Constantino Brumidi, "The Apotheosis of 
George Washington" (1865)

Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.





The Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C.
(Daniel French 1922)



Favourable Depictions of Power III:
Government as the Wise Planner

“Rationing Propaganda WW2”

"War Ration Book No. 3" 
(front) (U.S.A., 1943)

Herbert Roese, "Rationing means a fair share for 
all of us"

(American Office of Price Administration, 1943)



"War Ration Book No. 3"(front) (U.S.A., 1943)



"War Ration Book No. 3" (back) (U.S.A., 1943)



Herbert Roese, "Rationing means a fair share for all of us"
(American Office of Price Administration, 1943)



Liberal Party free trade poster 1907



Weimer Purcell, "When you ride ALONE you ride with Hitler!" (1943)



Australian Interlude I



Statue of Mexico Olympic 200m Medalists Tommie Smith & John 
Carlos at San Jose State University (2005)



Photo of medal winners including Peter Norman (2nd) (1968)



David Hart’s re-enactment (2011)



Critical Depictions of Power



Critical Depictions of Power I:
Opposition to Tax Increases in War

“Anti-Tax Caricatures”

"The British Atlas, or John Bull supporting the Peace 
Establishment" (1816) [James Gillray]

"'The FRIEND of the PEOPLE', and his Petty-New-Tax-
Gatherer, paying John Bull a visit" (May 28, 1806)



"BEGGING no ROBBERY; i.e. Voluntary Contribution; or John Bull 
escaping a Forced Loan" (1796)



"'The FRIEND of the PEOPLE', and his Petty-New-Tax-
Gatherer, paying John Bull a visit" (May 28, 1806)



"More PIGS than TEATS, or the new Litter of hungry Grunters sucking John 
Bull's old Sow to death" (March 5, 1806)



"A Great Stream from a Petty-Fountain; or John Bull swamped in the Flood of 
new-Taxes; Cormorants Fishing the Stream" (May 9, 1806)



"The British Atlas, or John Bull supporting the Peace Establishment" (1816)
[James Gillray or C. Williams]



Thomas Nast, "Peace with a War Measure" ["The Slave of Liberty"] (1878)



Critical Depictions of Power II:
Opposition to Censorship

“Delacroix on Press Censorship (1814-1822)”

Eugène Delacroix, "The Censors sent 
packing” (1822)

Eugène Delacroix, "Crayfish at 
Longchamps" (1822)



Anon. "Les Journaux en mai 1815" (Newspapers in May 1815)



Eugène Delacroix, "Le Déménagement de la censure", Le Miroir, (11 February , 1822)
(The Censors Moving House, or the Censors sent packing)



Eugène Delacroix, "Les écrevisses à Longchamps (Crayfish at Longchamps)," 
Le Miroir, (4 April, 1822)



Critical Depictions of Power III:
Opposition to the Ruling Class

“The Caricatures of Wade & Delacroix”

“John Bull as Gulliver” (1835) Honoré Daumier, “Gargantua” (1831)



“John Bull as Gulliver” (1835)





Honoré Daumier, “Gargantua” (1831)





Australian Interlude II





The Magic Pudding



Norman Lindsay, The Magic Pudding ()



Favourable Depictions of Liberty



Favourable Depictions of Liberty I:
Symbols of Liberty

“The Iconography of Thomas Hollis”

"Thomas Hollis,  by Giovanni 
Battista Cipriani [c.1767] The Mature John Milton (1760)



"Thomas Hollis, Fellow of the Royal Society, Member of the Society 
of Antiquaries 1767," by Giovanni Battista Cipriani [c.1767]



Cover of Hollis’ editions



Cover of Hollis’ editions



Cover of Hollis’ editions



Cover of Hollis’ editions



1764 Hollis edition of Locke’s Two Treatises of Government



The Mature John Milton (1760)

The quotation comes from Milton's Paradise Lost Book 
VII, line 25

Half yet remaines unsung, but narrower bound
Within the visible Diurnal Spheare; 
Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 
More safe I Sing with mortal voice, unchang’d 
To hoarce or mute, though fall’n on evil dayes, 
On evil dayes though fall’n, and evil tongues; 
In darkness, and with dangers compast round, 
And solitude; yet not alone, while thou 
Visit’st my slumbers Nightly, or when Morn 
Purples the East: still govern thou my Song,
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 



The Mature John Milton (1760)

The quotation comes from Milton's Paradise 
Lost, VI, 29-37

"well done, well hast thou fought
The better fight, who single hast maintaind
Against revolted multitudes the Cause
Of Truth, in word mightier then they in Armes
And for the testimonie of Truth hast born
Universal reproach, far worse to beare
Then violence”



Algernon Sidney (1622-1683) (facing left) Algernon Sidney (1622-1683) (facing right)



The motto Sidney wrote for the King of Denmark can be translated as "this 
hand, hostile to tyrants, seeks with the sword a quiet peace under liberty". The 
motto was adopted by the State of Massachusetts as its official motto in 1775.



Favourable Depictions of Liberty II:
Symbols of Liberty

“Revolutionary Playing Cards (1793)”

The Spirit of Peace
Motto: "Prosperity"

Liberty of the Professions
Motto: "Industry"



Advertisement for a new set of 
Republican playing cards, 

created by Citizens Jaume and 
Dugourc of Paris in 1793-94



Spirit (la Génie) replaces Kings (Rois)

The Spirit of War
Motto: "Force"

The Spirit of Peace
Motto: "Prosperity"

The Spirit of the Arts
Motto: "Taste"

The Spirit of Commerce
Motto: "Wealth"



The Spirit of Peace
Motto: "Prosperity"



Liberty (la Liberté) replaces Queens (Dames)

Liberty of Religion
Motto: "Fraternity"

Liberty of Marriage
Motto: "Modesty"

Liberty of the Press
Motto: "Enlightenment"

Liberty of the Professions
Motto: "Industry"



Liberty of the Professions
Motto: "Industry"



Equality (l'Égalité) replaces Knights/Knaves (Valets)

Equality of Duties
Motto: "Security"

Equality of Rights
Motto: "Justice"

Equality of Ranks (Classes)
Motto: "Strength"

Equality of Coloured 
People (Races)

Motto: "Courage"



Equality of Coloured People (Races)
Motto: "Courage"



Favourable Depictions of Liberty III:
The Personification of Liberty

“Marianne”

Nanine Vallain, “La Liberté” (1793-94) François Rude, “The Departure of the 
Volunteers of 1792” (1833-36)



François Rude, “The Departure of the Volunteers of 1792 (La 
Marseillaise)” (frieze on l’Arc de Triomphe, Paris 1833-36)



Nanine Vallain, “La Liberté” (1793-94)



Prudhon, “La Liberté a renversé l’hydre de la tyrannie, et brisé le 
joug du Despotisme” (1793-94)



F. Bonneville , “En liberté comme toi : la République fran. d'accord 
avec la nature l'ont voulu : ne suis-je pas ta soeur ? (1794)



Antoine-Jean Gros, “La République” (1794-95)



Eugène Delacroix, “Liberty Leading the People at the Barricade” (1830)



Thomas Crawford, “The Statue of Freedom” (Freedom Triumphant in 
War & Peace)  (1863), dome of the U.S. Capitol, Washington



Edouard Laboulaye/Frédéric Bartholdi, “The Statue of Liberty” (La 
Liberté éclairant le monde)  (1870s)



Constructing “The Statue of Liberty”  (1870s)



Paul-Joseph-Victor “La Statue de la Liberté, 
Rue de la Chazelles”  (1884)



The Paris World Fair  (1878)



Engraving announcing the Statue of Liberty



Edward P. Moran, “The Unveiling of the Statue of Liberty” (1886)



Favourable Depictions of Liberty IV:
Monuments to Liberal Heroes

“Bastiat & Cobden”

Frédéric Bastiat (1801-1850) by 
Gabriel-Vital Dubray (1878)Richard Cobden by W. and T. Wills (1868)



A monument erected in memory of Frédéric Bastiat (1801-1850) in the town of Mugron in 
S.W. France (1878). The sculptor was Gabriel-Vital Dubray (1813-1892). 



Engraving from the magazine Le Monde illustré which appeared shortly after the 
inauguration of the monument in Mugron on 23 April 1878



A statue erected in memory of the English free trade advocate Richard Cobden 
(1804-1865) in Camden Town, London (1868). The sculptors were W. and T. Wills.



David Low, “Spring Renovations” Evening Standard 16 March 1931



A medal made to celebrate Richard Cobden:
obverse has the head of Cobden

reverse has the motto "Free Trade, Peace, Goodwill 
among Nations", the statement "Cobden Club founded 

1866”, and a wreath of ears of wheat (or "corn")

A bust of Richard Cobden




