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Liberty as the Sum of all Freedoms



12 Key Concepts of CL
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Liberty as the Sum of all Freedoms



Frédéric Bastiat, Preface to Economic Harmonies (1847)

And what is “Liberty,” this word that 
has the power of making all hearts beat 
faster and of moving the entire world, 
if it is not the sum of all freedoms? 
— freedom of conscience, teaching, and 
association, freedom of the press, 
freedom to travel, work, and trade, in 
other words, the free exercise by all 
people of all their non-aggressive 
abilities. And, in still other terms, isn’t 
freedom the destruction of all despotic 
regimes, even legal despotism, and the 
limiting of the law to its sole rational 
function which is to regulate the 
individual’s right of legitimate self 
defense and to prevent injustice?
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What is Wrong with this Picture?
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A New “Left-Right” Spectrum of State Power

MINARCHIST 
STATE: 
defence, police, 
limited number of 
other public goods 
(aspects of 19thC 
UK, France, US)

LIBERTY 
[radical, challenges status quo, “left-wing”]

POWER 
[conservative, defends/creates status quo, “right-wing”]

Voluntary “State” Minarchist State Mercantilism Welfare/
Warfare State

Fascism Communism

ULTRA-
MINARCHIST 
STATE: 
defence, police, with 
considerable private 
activity in security 
services (?)

FULLY VOLUNTARIST  
“STATE”: 
all state activities 
deregulated, privatised, 
or abolished (???)

WELFARE STATE: 
state provision of 
health, welfare, 
education; significant 
regulation of 
economy (Western 
Europe)

WELFARE/
WARFARE STATE: 
significant state 
intervention in 
health, education, 
welfare; significant 
regulation of 
economy; Military-
Industrial Complex; 
war & empire (USA)

FASCISM/NAZISM 
state directed private 
industry; adulation of 
leader; war & 
conquest (Italy. 
Germany 1930s-40s

COMMUNISM: 
fully planned economy; 
state controlled 
society; rule by single 
Party (Stalinism, Pol 
Pot, China)

MERCANTILISM: 
protection & 
subsidies for 
domestic industry; 
controls on exports; 
colonies with 
monopoly access to 
metropole; navy & 
empire (France & UK 
18thC)

Increasingly Liberal State Increasingly Un-liberal State

Absolutism

ABSOLUTE 
MONARCHY: 
Royal court; privileged 
aristocracy; established 
church; standing army; 
serfdom (17-18thC 
France)
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Bonapartism

BONAPARTISM: 
authoritarian rule by 
populist elected 
leader; rule by 
plebiscite and decree; 
hostility to 
traditional elites; 
replaced by new 
elites; importance of 
army (France 19thC)





Australian “Political Compass”



Australian Political Compass 2



ABC Online “Vote Compass”



Modified David Nolan Political Chart  
(David Boaz, CATO)





The Human Freedom Index



The Cato/Fraser “Human Freedom Index” 2021



“Human Freedom Index” - Australia



“Human Freedom Index” - Australia



“Human Freedom Index” - NZ



“Human Freedom Index” - Singapore




