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way to eStablifb a free
Commonwealth.

though fince *
/i@ the writing of .
\ZD this treatifeche -
b face of things
48 #%8 hath-had fom -
change, writs for new elei-
ons have binrecall’d, and the
members-ac firft chofen, re-
admi‘ted from exclufion, yet
not 2 lictle rejoicing to hear
declai’d the refolatiod of thofe
~-qwhoare in power, tending to
the eftablihment of a free
Commonwealth, and to re-
move, if it be poffible, this
1 Az noxi-

The readie and eafie



I

(4) !
noxious humor of returning to
bondage, inftilld of late by:
fom deceivers, and noutithd -
frombad principles -and- fals i
apprehenfions among too ma-.4

ny of the people, I thought!
bZﬁ not to Happprefs whatThad .
. written, hoping that it may |
now be ofsmuch more ufe and !
‘concernment to be freely pub- |
lithd, in the midft of o,
Eleftions to a free Parlament,
ot- their fitting to confider,
freely of the Government
whom it behoves te Lave all]
things reprefented to them)
that may dire& thir )udg-‘!
ment therin ; and 1 nevel
read of any State, fcarce off
any tyrant grown {0 incurable;
as to refufe counfel ~fxon;‘
Wy

07}

E

sy

i any in atime of public deli-

beradon 5 much lefs o be
offended. If thir ablolute de-
termination be to enthrali us,
beforefo longa Lent of Ser-
vitade, they may permitcus
a little Shroving-time firft,
wherin to fpeak freely, and
take our leaves of Libertie,
And becaufe in the former edi-
tion through hafte, many
faules efcap’d, and many books
were fuddenly difperfd, erethe
note to mend them could be
fent, Ttook the opportunitie
from this occafion to revife
and fomwhat to enlarge the
whole difcoutfe, efpecially
that part which argues fora
perpetnal Senat, The treuife
thus revis'd and enlarg’d, is
as follows, As The




(6) B

The Parliament of Eng-|
band, affifted by a%reac num-
ber of che people whoappeerd

‘and ftuck to them faithfulleft -y

in defence of religionand thir
¢ivil liberties, judging king- |
thip by long experiencea go-
vernment unneceflarie, bur- |
denfom and dangerous, juftly .
and magnanimouly abolithd
it; turning regal bondage into
a free Commonwea!th, to the
admiration and terrour of
our emulous neighbours, T hey
took themfelves not bound by
the light of natare or religion,
to any former covnant, from
which the King himielf by
many forfejtures of a laccer ||
date or difcoverie, and our}

own i

7)
¢ ownlonger confideration cher-

on had more & more unbound
us, both to himfelf and his
pofteritie ; as hath bin ever the
jufticeand the prudence of all
wife nations thac have eje@ed
tyrannie, They covnanted 10
preferve the Kings perfon and
astoritie in' the pé't/g};wtim of
the troereligion and our liberties,
oot in his endeavoring to bring
in upon our confciences a Po-
pifh religion, upon our Ti-
berties thraldom , upon our
lives dcftruion, by his occa-
fioning, if not complotring,
as was after difcoverd, the Irifh
maffacre, his fomenting and
arming the rebellion, lus co-

“vert Jeaguing with the 1eliels

againft us, his refufing more
A4 tllen




(8) |
then feaven times, propofiti- *
ons moft jult and neceflurie -
to the true religion and our
liberties, tenderd him by the -
Parlament both of England 4
and Scotland, They macenot ¥
thir covnant concerning him |
withno difference between a |
kingand a god, cr promifd
him as Fob did to the Al-{
mightie, to truft in hins, thongh |
be flay ws : they underftood ¥
that the folemn ingagemene, |
wherin we all forfwore  king-
fhip, was no more a breach of
the covant, then the covnant
was of the proteftationbetore, |
bur a faithful and prudent go- ‘
ing on both in the words, well |
weighd, and in the true fenfe |
of the covnant, without refpe{; i

of "

(9)

of perfons, whenwe coald not
ferve two contrary maifkers,
God and the king,or the king
and that more fupreme law,
fwornin the firft place to mair,
tain,our fafetie and our liber-
tie, They knew the people of
England to be a free people,
themfelvesthe reprefenters of
that freedom;& although ma-
ny were excluded, & 2s many
fled (fo chey pretended) from
tumults to 0xford, yet they
were left a fufficient number co
a& in Parlament s thetefor not
bound by. any ftatate of pre-
ceding Parlaments; but bv. the
faw: of natureonly, which is "
the only law of laws tiuly and
properly to all mankinde fun-
damental ; the beginning and

. Ay the




(10)

the end of all Governments

to whichno Parlament or peo-

ple that will chroughly re-

forme, but may and muft have

recourfe ;as they had and muft - ;

yet have in church reformati-

on (if they throughly intend. ||
it) to evangelic rules ; not |;
to ecclefiattical canons,though
never (o ancient,(o ratifi'd and.
eftablifhd in the land by Sta-
tuces, which for the moft part |

are meer pofitive laws, neicher

nataral nor moral, & {0 by any
Parlament for juft and ferious [/
confiderations,without fcrug_lc
to be at any time. repeal’d,
If others of thit auwmber, in
thefe things were under force,
they werenot , butunder free
confcience; if others were [}
' exe |

(11)

excladed by a power which
they could not refit, they
were not therefore to leave
the helm of government in po
hands, to difcontinue thic
care of the public pesce and
(afetie , to defert the people
inanarchie and confufion; no
more then when fo many of
thir members left them, as
made up in outward-formalitie
a more legal Padument of
three eftices againft chem,
The beft aff.Ged alfo and beft
principl’d of the peaple, ftood
nrot numbring or compating
on which fide were moft
voicesin Parlament, but on
which fide appeerd to them
moft reafon, moft fufetie,
when the houle divided upon

main




(12)
mainmatters: what was well
motiond and advi{’d, they
examind mot whether fear or
petfwafion carried it in the
vote; neither did they meafice:

votesand couafels by thein- !

tentions of them that voted 5
knowing thatintentionseither-
are but guefld at, or not foon:

anoughknown; and alchough
good, can neither make the |

deed fuch, nor prevent the
confequence from being bad -
fappofe bad intentions in
things otherwife welldon 5
what was welldon, was by

them who fo thought, not ||

thelefs. obey'd or followd in
theftate s fince in the-church,
who had" not racher follow
Ifcaries of Simon the magician,

though |

!

(13) ‘
though to covetous ends;
preaching, then Sawl, though
in the uprightnefs of his heart
perfecuting che gofpells Safer
they therefor judgd what they
thought the better counfels,
though carried on by fome
perhaps to bad ends, then the
wors, by othiers, thoughen-
devord wich beft intentions =
and yet they were not to learn
that a greater number might
be corrupe within the walls of
a Parlament as well as of 2
citie 5 wherof in marters of
neereft concernment all men
willbe judges; noreafily per-
mitt, thae the odds of voices
inthir greaceft councel, fhall
more endanger them by cor-
rupt or credulous.votes, then

: * the



(14)
the odds of enemics by open
affagles 5 judgiag that moft
voices ought not alwaies to
prevail where main matters
are in queftion ;3 if othas
hencewill pretend to diftarb

them who pretend aot, but are
inreal danger 5 not they only
{o judging, but a great though
not the greateft, number of

thir chofen Patriots, who

(15)

years warr; fecuritié for twen-

© tyyears, if wecan hold s re.
formatiot in the church for

three years: then.put to thift

§ again with eur vanquifthd:mai-
 frer, His juftice;his honour his
all counfels, whatis that to o olour,bis

confcience declar’d quite con»

% trarie toowrs 5 which would

have furnithd him with many

© fuch evafions, ;asin a bool

h

might be more in waight,then. |

the others in number; there

but by weight and meafure -
wifdom working all things: |
and the dangers on eitherfide !
they ferioufly thus waighd:

from the treatie ,- fhort fraits

of long labours aad feaven !
years '

entitl’d an inquifition for blosd,
foon after were not conceald :
bithops not totally remov'd,

¢otn N  butlefrasit were in ambufh,
beingin number lictle verwue, | .

areferve , with ordination in
thir fole-power 5 thir Jands
alreadie fold , not to be alig-
nated , but rented, and the
fale of them call'd fecrilege s
delinquents few of many
byought to condigne punith-

meaty




(16)

ment; acceffories punihds *

the chief author, above
pardon, thoughafter utmoft
refiftance, vanquilh’d; not -
“togive; but toreceivelawss -
yet befought,treated with,and

to be thankd for his gratious .-

conceffions, to be honourd ,
worthipd , glorifi'd, If chis
we fwore to do., with what

righteoufefs in the fight of .

God, with what affurance |
thatwe bring nocby fuch an
oath the whole fea of blood-
. guiltinefs wpon our own
heads? If on the other fide
we preferr a freegovernment , .-
though for the prefent not i
obtaiad, yerall thofe fuggeft-
ed fears and difficulties, as:
she event will prove, eafily
. over- J

{

i

(17)
overcome, we remain finally
. fecure from the exafperated

regal power, and out of fnares;
thall retain the beft part of our
 libegtie, which is our religion,
and the civil part wilt be from
thefe who deferr us; much
more-eafily recoverd, being
neither.(o {uctle nor fo awefull
as 2 King reinthron’d, Nor
were thir actions lefs both at,

# homeand abroad then mighe

become the hopes of a gloti-
ous rifisg Commonwealth:
nor were the expreflions both
of armie and people, whether
in thir pu.lick declarations
ot feveral writings other then
fuchasceftifi'd a (piric in this
nation no lefs noble and well
ficted tothe liberty of a Com-

monwealth,




(18)
monwealth, thea inthean- =
cient Greeks or Romans, WNor
was the heroic caufe unfucces
fully defended to all Chriften-
dom againft the tongue of 1y
famous and choughe invincible
adverfaries nor the conftancie ||
and fortitude chat fo nobly
vindicated our liberty ; our -
vidtory at once agamft two |
the moft prevailing ufurpers
over mankiade, {operfition i
and tyrannie unpraifd or unce- ||
lebrated in a written monu-
ment, likely tooutlive de- ;:
tra@ion, as ;¢ hachhicherto |
«covinc'd or filenc’d not a few §
of our detradtrs, efpecially ¢
in parts abroad, Afrer our.
liberty and religion thus prof-
peroufly fought for, gaincfi i
an

e - P ;1

i

“{19)
and many years poffef(d, ex-
ceptin thofe unhappie inter-
raptions, which God hach

. remov'd, now thatnothing

remains , but inall reafon the
certainhopes of a fpeedieand
immediat fettlement for ever

. in a firm and fre¢e Common-

wealch , for this exetolld-and
maghifi'd nation, regardlefs
both of honour woma or de«
liverances  voutlat’t  fromy
heaven, to fall bick or rather
to-creep back fo poorly as it
feerns the multitudé would to
thir once abjur’d and detefted
thraidomof Kingfhip, to be
our felves the flanderers of our
oanjiltand religicus deeds,
though don by fom to.co-~
vetous and ambiti.us ends,

yet




(z0)

yetnot therefor to be faind
with theirinfamie, or they to
afperfe theintegritie of others,
and yet thefe now by revol-
ting from the confcience of
deeds welldon both in church
. and ftate, to throw away and
forfake, or rachertobetraya
juft and noble caufe for the
mixtureof bad men who have
ilt manag’d and abufd it
{which had our fachers don
heretofore, and ontHe (ame
pretence deferted true religi-
on, what had long ere this
become of omr gofpeland all
proteftant  reformation fo
much intermixt with the
avarice and ambition of fom
reformers ) and by chus re-
lapfing , to verifie all the

) birtex

(21)

! bitter predictions of our trium-
i phing enemies, who will now
think they wifely difcerad and
il juftly cenfur’d both usand all
i ouractions as rath, rebellious,
hypocritical 2nd impious, not
only argues a ftrange degene-
rate contagion fuddenly {pread
among us fitted and prepar’d
for new f{laverie, but will ren-
der usa fcorn ahd derifion to
. all our neighbours, And what
will they at beft fay of usand
of the whole Exglifb name,but
fcoffingly as of that foolith
builder, mentiond by our
Saviour, who began tobuild
atower, and wasnot able to
finithit, Whereis thisgoodly
tower of a Commonwealth,
which the Englith boafted

they




(22)
they would buaitd to overfhad-
dow kings, and be another
Remein the weft ¢ The foun-
dation indeed they laid gal-
lantly ; bue fell into a wors
confufion, not of tongues,
but of fa&ions, then thofe at
the tower of Babel; and kave
left no memorial of thir work
behinde them remaining , but
in the common laughter of
Ewrop, Which muft needsre-
dound the more to our fhame,
if we but look on our neigh-
bours the Uaited Provindes;
to us inferior in all eutward
advantages; who notwich-
ftanding, in the midft of
greater difficulties , courage-
oufly, wifely, conftantly went
through with the fame wex*k‘i
: . an

(23)
andare fer'd inall the kappie
enjoiments of a potent and
flourithing Republic to this
day,

Befides this , if we recurne
to Kingthip, and foon repent,
asundoubtedly we fhall, when
we beginto finde the old ep-
croachments coming on by
llt.tle and little upon our con-
fciences, which muft necel
farily proceed from king and
bllhpp united infeparably in
oneintereft, we may be forc'd
perhaps to fight over again all
that we have fought, and
fpend over again all that we
have fpent, butare never like
to ateain chus far as we are
now advanc’d to the recoverie
of our freedom, never to have
it




YR
it inpoffeffion as we now have
it, mever tobe voutfat’t heer-
after the like metcies and fig-
nalaffiftances from heavei in
our caufe , if by our ingrate-
full back{liding we makezhele
fruitlefs; flying now toregal
conceflions from his divine
condefcenfions and gratious
anfwers o our once importu-
ning praiers again{t the tyran-
nie which we then groand un-
der:making vain and viler then
dirt the blood of fo many
thoufand faichful}‘ a"ldf"““a{“
Englifb men, who left us in
thiflt{)bertie , boughe with thir
lives; lofing by a ftrangeafter

gameoffolly , allthe battels |
we havewonn , togechier with

all Scotland as 1o our conquelt,
hereby

(25)
hereby loft, which never any
of our kings could conquer;ail
the treafure we have fpent,not
thae corruptible treafure only,

-but that far more precious of

all our late niraculous deliver-
ances . treading back again
with loft labour all our happie
ftepsin the progrels of refor-
mation ; and meft piccifully

. :depriviag our (elves theiaftang

fiuition of that free govern-
meat which we have {o dearly
purcha{d, a free Common-
wealth, not only held by wi-
{eft men in ail ages the nobleft,

the manlieft, the equalleft,

the juftelt government, the

- moft agreeable to all due liber-

tieand proportiond equulitie ,
both human, civil , and
B Chritti-




(26) .
Chyiftian, moft cherithing ta
vertue and true religion, buc
alfo (I may fay ic with greaceft
probablitie ) planely com-
wended, or rather enjoind
by our Sav.our himfelf, ro all
Chriftians, not without re-
markable difallowance, and
the brand of gentilifm upon
kingfhip. God in much dif-
pleafire gave a king to the
Ifraclites , and imputed it a fin
to them that they fought one:
but Chrift apparently forbids
his difciples to admite of any
fuch heathenith government:
the kings of the gentiles, faith
he, exercifelordfbip over them s
and they that exercife antheritic
nipon tivem,ave call’ d benefactors:
bus ye [hall mot be o5 bus he shas

]

(27)
vs greateft among you, let him be
as the younger 5 and be that i
chief , as hethat ferveth, The
occafion of thefe his words

was the ambitious defire of

Ztbede's two fons, tobe ex-
alted above thirbrethrenin his
kingdom, which they thougkie
was to be ere long upon earth,
Thae he fpeaks of civil go-
vernment , is manifeft by the
former partof the comparifon,
which inferrs che other parc to
bealwaies in the fime kinde,
And what government coms
neerer to this precept of

4 Chrift, then a free Common-

wealth 5 wherin they who
are greateft, are perpetual
fervants and drudges to the
public ar thir own coft and

B2 char.




(28)
charges , negle& thir own af-
fairs 5 yet are not elevated a-
bove thir brethren; live fo-
berly in thir families, walk
the ftreets as other men, may
be fpoken to freely, familiarly,
friendly, without adoration,
‘W heras aking muft beador’d
likex Demigod, witha difflo-
luteand haughtie couit about
him, of vaft expence and
luxurie , masksand revels, to

the debauthing of our prime
gentry both male and female 5
not in thir paffetimes only,bue
in earneft, by the loos im-
ploiments of court fetvice,
which will be then thought

honorable, There will be a
queen alfo of no lefs charge;
in moft likelihood outlandith

and

(29)
and a Papift 5 befides a queen
mother fuch alreadie ; o~
gether . with both thir courts
and numerous train : then a

. royal iffue, and ere long (eve-

rally thir fumptuous courts s
to the multiplying of a fervile
crew, not of fervanrs only,
but of nobility and gentry,
bred upthen to the Popes not
of public, but of ceurt offi-
cesy to be ftewards, chamber-
lains, ufhers, grooms, even of
the clofe-ftool 5 and the lower
thir mindes debas’d with court
opinions, contrarieto all ver-
e and reformation-,  the
hanghtier will be thir pride
and profufenefs :  we may
well remember this not long
fince ac honte 5 or need but

B3 look




(30)

fook at prefent into. the,

Erench-coutt, where sntice-
S;ents and preferments daily

aw away and pervert the
Proteftant Nobilitie, As to
the burden of expence, to our

coft we fhail foon know ir )

for any good to us, defer-
ving to be termd no-beteer
then the vaft and lavith price
of our fubjedion and their
debantherie 5. which we are
now fo greedily cheapning,
and would fo fain be paying
moftinconfideratly to a fingle
perfon 5 who for any thing
wherin the public realiy needs
him, will have liccle” els to
do, but to beftow the earing
and drinking of exceffive
dainties, to fet a pompous

face

(31) .
faceupon the fuperficial aéings
of Stare, to pagesnt himfelf
up and down in progrefs a-
mong the perfcmal bowings
and cringings of an abject peo-
ple, on either fide deifying
and adoring him for nothing
don that can deferve ir, For
what can hee more then ano-
ther man ? who even in the
expreffion of a lste court-
poet, fits only like a great
cypher fer to no purpofe be-
fore a long row of other fig-
nificant figures, Nay it is
well and happy for the peo-
ple if thir King be but acy-
pher, being oft times a mil-
chief, apeflt, a fcomge of
the nation, znd which is
wors, no¢ to be remov’d, not
B4 " to




(32) :
to be controul’d, much lefs ac-
cus’d or brought to punifh-
ment, without the danger of
a common ruin, without the
thaking and almoft fubverfi-
onof the wholeland, Wheras
ina free Commonwealth, any
governor or chief counfelor
offending, may beremov’d and
punifhd without the leaft com-
motion,  Certainly then that

people muft meeds be madd |

or ftrangely infammated, that
build the chief hope of thir
common happine(s or fafetie
on a fingle.perfon :
he happen to be good, can
do ‘'no more then another
man, if tobe bad, hathin his
hands to do more evil withouc
check, then millions of other

o - men,

who if

. (33)

men, The harpine(s of a .
nation muft nee s be firmeft

and certainift in a tull and’
free Councel of thir own

clecting, where no fingle

. perfon, but rea‘on only fiwaies,

And whar madnefs is it, for
them who might manage no-
bly thir own affuirs ‘them-
felves, fluggifhly and we kly
to devolve all on a tingle
perfon s and more like boyes
under age then men, to com-
miteall to his pacronage and-
difpofal, who néither caf per-
forme what he undertakes,
and.yet for undertaking ir,
though royally paid, will not
be chir fervant , but chir
lord ¢ how wamenly maft
it needs be, to count fuch

Bs a




(34)
a one the breath of ouw
noftrils, to hang all our feli-
cityon him., all our fafecie,
our well-being, for which it

we were aughe els. but flug- §

gards or. babies, we need de-
pend on none but God aand
our own counfels, our own
adive vertue and induftiie
Go- 10 the Ant, thos (luggard,
faith Solomon s confider her waies,
and be wife s which baving no
prince, rulers or lord, provides
ber meat in the (wmmer, and
gathers her dﬁod in the harveft,
which evidealy fhews us, thac
they who' think the nation
undon without a king, though
they.look grave or haughtie,
have not {fo much true {pi-
sit.and uederfiandiog inthem

as.

asapifmire ¢ neicher are thefe
diligent creatures hence con-
cluied to live in lawle(s anar-
chie, or that comm:nied,
bu: are fet the examples to
imprudent and  ungovernd
men, of a fiugal and {eif-
governing democratieor Com -
monwealth 5 (ifer and more
thiiviag in the joint provi-
dence and counfel of many
inluftiieus equils, thenuader
the fingls do nination of ona
imperious Lor . It may be
well wonderd that any Nu-
tion ftyling themfelves fieey
can fuffer any min to pre-
tend hereditarie  right over
them as thir lord 5 when as
by acknowledging that right,
shey conclude themfelves hs

fervints




(36)
{ervants and his vaffals, and
fo tenounce thir own free-

dom, Which how a people

and thir leaders efpecially can
do,"who have fought (o glo-
rioufly for liberty , how
they can change thir noble
words and actions, heretofore
fo becoming the majeftyof a
free people, into the bale ne-
ceffitie of comt flatceries and
proftrations,is not only ftrange
and #dmirable; but {imenta-
ble to think on, "That a pati-
on fhould be fo valorous and
courageous to winn thir li-
berty in the field, and when
they have wonn it, fhould be
fo heartlefs and unwife in‘thir
counfels,as noc to know how to
wle it, value it,what o do withic

i I S op

(37)
or with themtelves ; but after
ten or twelve years profperous
warrand canteftation ith ty-
ranaie, bafely and befartedly
to rua their necks dgain intq
che yoke which they have
broken, and proftrate alf the
fruits of thir victorie for naught
at the feet of the vanquithd,
befides our lofs of glorie, and
fuch an examiple as kings or
tyrants never yer had the
like to boaft of, will be ag
ignomine if ic befill us, thag |
fever yet befell any nation
poffefsd of thir libertie ; wor-
thie indeed chemfelves, whae<
foever they be,. to be for ever
flaves = but that part of the
nation which confents nog
wich'them, as I perfivade me




(38)
of a great number, far wor-
thier thep. by their means to
bebrought into the fame bon-
dage.Confidering thefe things
{o plane, forational, Icinnot

but yet furder admire on the |

other fide, how any man
who hath the truz principles
of juftice and religionin him,
can prefume or take upon
him to bea king and lord
over his brethren, whom he
cannot but know whether. as
men or Chriftians, to be for
the moft part every way e-
qual or fuperior to himfelf -
how he can difplay with fuch
vanitieand oftentation his re-
gal fplendor fo fupereminent-
Iy above other mortal men
or being a Chriftian, can af-

{ume

(39.)
fume fuch excraordinarie ho-
nour and ‘worthip to himfelf,
while the kingdom of Chrift
our common King and Lord,
is hid cochis world, 4nd fuch
gentilifh imitation forbid inex.
prefs words by himfelf to all
his difciples,. All Protefants
hold that Chriftin his church
hach left no vicegerent of his
gower, buc himfelf without
eputie, is the only head ther-
of, governing it from heaven:
how then can any Chriftian-
man derive his kingfhip from
Chrift, but with wors ufur-
pationthen the Pope his head-
thip over the church, fince
Chrift. not. only hath. not

. lefe the leat fhaddow: of a

semmand for any fuch vice-
e gerence
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gerence from him in the State,
as the Pope pretends for Fis
in-the Church, buc hath x-
prefsly declar’d , that fuck re-
gal domioion is f om the gen-
tiles, not from him, and
hath ftriétly charg’d us, not to
imitate them therin,

I doubt not bur all ingenuous
and knowing men will eafily
agree with me, that a free
Commonwealth without fin-
gle perfon or houfeoflords, is
by far the bet government, if
it can be had 5 but we have all
this-while fay they bin expec-
ing it,and cannot yet attain i,

Tis true indeed, whenmonar-

chie was diffolvd,the form of a
Commonwealth fhould have,
forthwith bin fram’d ; and the-

: practice

{41)

practice therof immediatly be<
gunsthatthe people might have
foon bin fatisfi'd and delighred
with the decent order, eafe and
benefit therof : we had bin then
by thistime firmly rooted.paft
fear of commotions or mutati-
ons,& now flourithing:this care
of timely fetling 2 new govern-
mentinftead of ;old, toomuch
neglected,hath binour mifchief,
Yet the caufe therof may
beafcrib’d with moft reafon to
the frequent difturbances, in-
terruptions and ciffolutions
which the Parlament hath had
part'y from the impatient or
difaffe®ed people, partly
from foin ambicious leaders in
the' Armie 5 much contrarie,
I beleeve, To the mind and

: " apppro-
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approbation of the Armie it
felfand thir other Comman-
ders, onceundeceivd, oria
thir own power, Now is the
opportunitie , now the very-
feafon whetein we may obtain
afree Commonwealth and ef-
tablith it for ever in the land,
without difficalty or mach de-
lay, Writs are fent out for ele-

&ions, and which is worth |

obferving in the name, not of
any king, butof the keepers
of our libertie, to fummon a
free Parlament « which then
only will indeed be free, and
deferve the true honor of thar
fupreme title, if they preferve
us a free people, Which never
Parlament was more free to do;
being, now call’d , notas here-

tofore,

(43)

tofore, by the fummons of 3
king , but by the voice ofli-
bertie: and if the people, lay-
ing afide prejudice and impa-
tience, will{eriouflyand calm-
ly now confider thir own good
both religious and civil, thir
own. libertie and the only
means thereof, asfhall be heex
laid before them, and will ele&t
thir. Knights and Burgeffos
able men, and according to
the juft and néceflarie quaiifi-
cations(which foraughc I hear,
remain yet in forceunrepeald ,
as they were formesly decreed
in Parlament ) men not ad-
dicted 0 a fingle perfon or.
houfe of lords, the work is
don, at lealt the foundation
firmly laid of a free Common-

wealch,
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wealeh, and good part allo
erccted of the main ftruGure,

For the ground and bafis of

every juft and free government
(fince men have fmarted fo oft
for commiting all to one
perfon) isa general councel of
ableft men, chofen by the
people to conlule of public at-
Pairs from time to time for the
common good, In this Grand
Councel muft the fovrantie ,

" not transferrd , but delegated -

only, and as it were depofited,
refides with this caurion they
muft have the forces by fea zni
land committed to. them for
prefervation of the common
peace and libertie; muft raife
and manage the public re-
venue, at leoft wich fom in-

fpectors

(45)
fpediors deputed for furisfati-
on of the people, how it js
imploid; muft make or pro-
pole, asmore exprefsly fhall
be faidanon , civi laws; treac
of commerce, peace, or warr
with forein nations, and for
the carrying on fom particular
affdirswith more fecrecie and
expedition, muft elet, as
they have alreadie out of thir

C(anid of State,
nd although it may feem
frange at firft hearingy, by
reafon that mens mindes are

own number and others, a

prepofled with the- notion of

fucceffive Parlaments,] affirme
that the Grand or  General
Councel being well chofen ,
thould be perpetual + for fo

thir
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thir bufinefs is or may be, and
oft times urgent; the oppor-

tunitie of affairs gaind or loft -

in a moment, The day of coun-
fel cannot be fetas the day of
afeftival 5 but muft be readie
alwaies to prevent or anfwer
all occafions, By thiscontinu-
ance they will become everie
way skilfulleft, beft provided
of intelligence from abroad,
beft acquiinted with the
people at home, and the
people with them, The fhip
of the Commonwealth is al-
waiesunder fail; they firatthe
fern s and if they frear well,
what need is ther to change
them; it being rather dan-
gerous¢ Add to this, that
the Grand Councel is both

foun-

(47)
foundation and main pillar of
the whole Stace; and to
move pillars and foundations.,
not faultie, cannot be fafe for
the building, 1 fee not there-

~for, how we can be advantag’d

by fucceffive’ and tranfitorie
Parlanents 5 but that they are
much likelier continually to
unfettle rather then to fettle g
freegovernment;tobreed com-

.motions, changes, novelties

and uncereainties; o bring neg.
le& upon prefent affairs and
opportunities, while all mindes
are fufpenfe with expeQation
of a new affemblie, and the

{-affemblie for 2 good fpace

takenup with the new fecli

ofitfelf. After which, ift!]agg

finde no great work to do,
. they
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- they will make ir, by altering
or repealing former a&s, or
making and multiplying new ;
that they may feem to fee

what thir predeceffors {aw not, .,

and not to have affembld for
nothing: dll all law be loft
in_the multitude of clathing
ftatutes. But if the ambition of
fuch as think chem(elves in-
jur'd that they alfo partakenot

of thegovernment,and are im- |

patient till they be chofen,
-cannot brook the perpetuitiz of
others chofen before them,
or if it be feard that long con-
tinuance of power may cor-
rupt fincereft men, the known
expedient is, and by fom
lately propounded, that annu-
ally (or if che fpace be lon-

' ger;

(49)

| ger, fomuch perhaps the bet-

ter) thethird partof Senators
may 8o out according to
the precedence of thir elei-
on, and the like number be
‘chofen in thir places, to pres
vent the fetling of tooabfo-
fute a power, if it fhould be
perpetual : and this they call
partial yotation, But 1 could
wifh thac this wheel or partial

{ wheel in State, ifit be pof-

fible, might be avoided 5 as
having too much affinitie

{ with the wheel of fortune,

For it appeers not how this
can be don, without danger

‘I>and mifchance of putting onr

a great number of the beft
and ableft : in whofe ftead
new cleftions -may bring in

o} s
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as many raw, unexperienc’d
and otherwife affeéted, to che
weakning and much altering
for the wors of public tranf
adtions;. Neither do I think 3
perpetual Semat ,  efpecially
chofen and entiufted by the
people, much in this land to
be feard, where the well-af.
fe@ed either in a flandingar-
mie, orina fetled milicia have,
thir arms in thir own hands,
Safeft cherefor to me it feems
and of leaft hazard or inter-
ruption toaffuirs, that none of
the Grand Couacel be mov’d,
unlefs by death or jult con-
viction of fom ctime : for|
what can be expected firm ot
ftedfaft from a floating foun-
dation¢ however, Iforejudge

nos

J
1)
not any probable expedient,
any temperament that can be
found in things of this nature
fo difputable on either fide.

- Yet leaft this whichI affirme,

be thought my fingle opini-
on, I fhall add fufficient tefti-
monie, Kingfhip it felfis there-
for counted the more fafe and
durable, becaufe the king and,
for the moft pare, his councel,
is aot ¢hang'd’ during life:
but a Commonwealth is held
immortals and therin firmeft
fafeft and moft above forrune
for the death of a king, cau-

- feth ofttimes many dangerous

alterations 5 buc the death
vow and then of a Senator is
not felt 5 the main bodie of
them ftill continuing perma-
C:2 nent
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nent-jo_greacedt and nobleft
Comitponveilths, and as it
were eternal, Therefor amon

the Fems, the {upreme coun-
cel ot feaventie, call’d the
. Saphedrim, founded by Mofes,
in Athens, that of Areopagus,
in Sparta, that of the Ancients,
in Rome, the Sanat, confifted
of members chofen for term
of lifes andby chat meansre-
maind as icwere flill the fame
to generations, In Pemice chey
change indeed ofter chen every
year fom particular councels
of State, as that of fix, or
fuch other 5 bat the true Se-

nat, which upholds aad futtains'|

the government, isthe whole
ariftocracie immovable, ‘So in
the United Provinces , the

States

(33)
Stites General, which are'in-
ceed bur a counced of ftte
deputed by the whole.union,
are not ufutlly che fame per-
fons for above three or fix
years 5 but the States of every
citie,in whom the {ovrantie
hath bin plac’d time out of
minde, are a fanding Senar,
without fucceffion, and ac-
counted chicfly in that regard
thé tnain prop of chir liberty.
‘And why they fhould be fo in
every well orderd Commion-
wealth, they who write of po- .
licie, give thefe regfons
“That 16 make the Senat
“fucceffive, not only impaits
‘“the dignitieand luftre cf the
““Senar, but  wéakens the
¢« whole Commonwealth, and

C3 “ brings
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* brings it into-manifeftdan-

<« i .

(ger 5 while by this means
the fecrets of State are fre-
quently divuigd, and mat-

<ters of greateft confequence

< committed to inexpercand -

novice counfelors, utterly
“to feek in the full and inti-
-mate knowledge of affairs
“paft, I know not therefor
what fhould be peculiar in
England 1o make fucceffive
Parlameats thought fafeft, or
convenient here more then in
other nations, unlefs it be the
fickl’aefs which is attribured
to us as we are Ilanders :

¢

but good educationand acqui- |

fit wifdom onght to corre@
the fluxible fault, if any fuch
be, of our watry fituation, It

will

Gs5)
will be objected, thatia thofe
places where they had perpa-
tual- Senats, they had alfopo-
pular. remedies againft thir
,Lrowing too imperious: asin

" Athens, belides dreopagus, a-

nother Senac of four or five
hunderd 5 in Sparta, the Ephs-
785 in Rome, the Tribunes of
the people, But the evear tels
us, that thefe remedies either
lite "availd the people, or
brought them to fuch a licen-
tious and unbridl’d democra-

| tie, asin fine ruind chemfelves

with thir own exceflive pow-
er, So that the main reafon
urg’d why popular affemblies
are to be trufted with the peo-
ples libertie, rather then a Se-
nat of principal men, becaufe

Ca great
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gieat men will be il endeu-
voring to inlarge thir power,
bue- the common fort will
be contented to maiatain
thir own libertie, is by ex-

perience fonrid falfe ; nong be-

ing more immoderat and ambi-
tious to amplifie thir power,
then fuch popularities ; which

was feen in the people of |

Reowne 5 who at firft contented
to have thir Tribudes, ac
leagth contended with the Se-
nacthat one Confulthenboth;
foon after, that the Cenfo:s
and Practors alfo thould becre-
ated Pleteian; and the whole
empire put into their hands g
adoring laftly thofe, who moft
were advers to the Senar, till
Marins by fulfillipg chir inor-

. dinat

57)
dint defires,qnite loft chem all .
tie power forwhicht"ey had fo
Long bin (triving, ard lett them
under the tyrannie of Syfa : the
ballance theretor muft be ex-

“adtly {o fet, asto pr: ferve and

keepup due auroritic on either
fide, aswellintl e Senat as in
the people,  And this annual
rotation of a Senat to confift
of three huaderd, as is lare-
ly propounded , requires alfo
another popular affembly up-
ward of a thoufind, with in
anfwerable rotation, Which
beiides that it will be lisb'e
to all thofe  inconveniencies

- tound in the forefaid remedies,.

cannot but be troublefom and
chargeable, bothin thir moti-
on and thir feffion, to the
whole land ; unweildie with:

Cs thir
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thir own bulk, unable in fo.
great a number to mature thir
confultations as they ought,
if any be allotted them, and
that they meet not from fo
many parts remote to fic a
whole year lieger in one place,
only now and then to hold
up a forreft of fingers, orto
convey each man his bean or
ballot into the box, without
reafon (hewn or common de-
liberation ; incontineat of fe-

crets, if any be imparted ro-

them,. emalous and always

. jarring with the other Senat.
The much better way doube-

le(s will be in this wavering

condition of our affairs, to

deferr the changing or circam-

fcribing of our Senat, more
then may be dotie with eafe,

till

(59)
tilk the Commonwealth be

‘throughly fet’d in peace and

fafetie, and they themfelves
give us the occafion, Milita- -
vie men hold it dangerous to

" change the form of battel in

view of an enzmie : - neither
did the people ef Romwe bandie
wich thir Senat while any of
the Tarquins livd, the enemies -
of thir libertie, nor fought by
creating Tribunes to defend
themfelves againft the fear of
thir Patricians, il fixceen
years after the expnlfion of
thir kings, and in full fecuri-
tie of thir fate, they had or
thought they had juft caufe’
given them by the Senar,
Another way will be, to ‘wele
qualifie and refine elections

o ’ not
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not committing all to the
noife and fhouting of a rude
multicude,:bug, permitting on-
Iy thofe of - them who are
tightly qualifi’d, to nominat as

many asthey will 5 and out of -

that number others of a bet-
ter breeding, to chufe a lefs
number more judicioudly, till
after a third or fourth {ifting

and refining of exa&eft choice,.

they only be left chofen who
are the due pumber, and feeny
by moft voices the worchieft,
To

make the people fitteft to -

chofe, and the chofen firteft
to govern, will be to mend our
corrupe and faulty education,,
toteach the people faith not
without vertue , temperance,,
modeftie,, fobrietie, parfi-

© monie;,

(61 )i
monie, juftice § not to admire
wealcth or honours to hate
turbulence and ambition; to’
place every one his privat
welfare and happine(s in the
-public peace, . libertie and
{afetie, They fhall not then
need to be much miftruftfull of -
thir chofen Patriots in. the
Grand Councel ; who will be
then righely call’'d the true

} keepers of our libertie, though

the moft of thir bufinefs will be
in forein affairs, Butto prevent
all miftraft, the people then
will have thit feveral ordinarie
affemblies. (which will heace-

- forth quite annihilate the odi-
ous power and name of Com-
mitties) in. the chief towns.of
every countie, without the

' trouble,
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erouble, charge, or timeloft
of fummoniag and affembling
from far in fo great a number ,
and fo long refiding from thir
own houles , or removing of
thiv families , to do as much
arhome in thir feveral (hires ,
entirc or {ubdivided , toward
the fecuring of thir libertie , as
4 numerous affembly of them
all formdand conven’d onput-
pofe with the warieft rota-
tien, ‘Wherof 1 fhall (peak
more ere' the cad of this dif-
courfe for it may be referrd
totime, {o webe fill going
on by degrees to perfection,
The people well weighing and
performing thefe chings,I fup-
pofe would have no caufe to
fear, theugh the Purlament,

: abolith-

: (631
abolifhing that name, as ori-
ginally fignifying bucthe parlic
of our Lords and Commons
withthir Nerman king when
he pleafd to call them, fhould,

‘| with certain limitations of thir

power, fit perpetal, if thir
ends be faithfull and for a free
Commonwealth, under the
name of 2 Grand or General
Councel. Till this be don, I
am in doubt whether our State
will be ever certainly and
throughly fe’d 5 nrverlikely
till then to fee an ¢nd of our
troublesand continual changes
or atleaft never thetrue fertle-

- ment and affiurance of our li-

bertie, The Grand Councel
being thus firmly conftituted
to perpetuitie, and fill, upon

the
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the ‘death or default of any
member, fuppli’d and kept in
full oumber , ther can be no
caufe alleag’d why peace, ju-
ftice, plentifull trade and all
profperitie fhould not there-
upon enfue throughout the
whole land 5 with as much
affurance as can be of human
things, that they fhall fo cen-
tinue (if God favour us, and
our wilfoll fins provoke him
not ) -even to the coming of
our true and rightfull and only
to be expedted King, only
worthieasheis our only Savi-
our, the Meffiah, the Chrift,
‘the only heir of his eternal
father, theonlyby him anoin*
ted and ordaind fince the work
of osr  redemption finifhd ,

Vniver-

{65)
Vniverfal Lord of all man-
kinde, The way propounded
is plane), -eafie and open bea
foreus 5 without intricacies,
without thieintroducement of

“new or obfolete forms, or

terms, or exotic models; idea’s
thit would effe& nothing, bug
witha nuttiber of new injundti-
ons to manacle the nativeli-
berty of mankinde; turning
all vérede into prefcription,
fervitide , and neceffitie, to
the great impaiting and frus
fratng of Chriftian liber-
tie:] fay 2gain,this wiy lies free
and {mooth Before usy is not
tingl’d with inconveniencies 5
inventsno new incambrances;
requires no perilous, no in-
jurious. alteration or circum-

feription
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feription of mens lands and
proprieties 5 fecure, that in
this Commonwealth, tem-
poral
remov’d,no man or number of

men Cas attain to fuch wealth. -

or vatt pofleffion, as will need

the hedge of an Agrarian.

law " (never fuccesful, but
the caufe rather of fedition,
faveonly where it began fea-
fonably” with firft pofleffion)
toconfine them from endan-
gering our public libertie; to
conclude, 1t can have no con-~
fiderable obje@ion made a-
gainft it, chat it is not pra-

Gicable :leaft it be faid hereaf- {

ter, that we gaveup our libertie
for want of a readie way or
diftinét form propos’d of a free

Com-

and fpiricual lords.

1. (67) \
And this

Commonwealth,

facilitie.we fhall have above
our next acighbouring Com-
monwealch  if we can keep us
from the fond conceit of fom-

- thing like a duke of Penice,

Em lately into many mens
eads , by fom one or other
futly driving on under that
notion his own ambitious ends
tolurcha crown ) that our li-
berty fhall not be hamperd or
hoverd over by any ingage-
ment to fuch a potent familie
as the houfe of Nafaw of
whom, to ftand in perpetual
doube and fufpicion, but we
thall live the cleereft and abfo-
luteft free nation in the world,
On the contrarie, if ther
bea king , which the incon-
fiderate
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fiderate mulcirade are now fo

madd upon, mark how far
fhort we are like to com of all
thofe happinefles, whichina
free ftate we fhall immediacly

be poflefld of, Firft, the -

Grand Councel, which, asl
fhewd before , fhould fic per-
pétuslly (unles thir leifure
give them now and then fom
tatermiffions or vacations, ea-
filie manageable by the Coun-
cel of State left ficting ) fhall
becall'd, by the kings good
will and ntmoft endeavor , as
feidom as may be, For itis
only the king'sright , he will

fay, tocalla parlament; and |

this he will do moft commonly
about his own affiirs racher
then the kingdom’s, as will
. ap-

(69 )
appeer planely {o foon as they
are call'd. For whatwili chir
bufinefs then be and the chief
expence of thr time, bucan
endlefs tugging between peti-
tion of right and and royal pre-
rogative, efpecially about the
negative voice, militia, or
{ubfidies,, demanded and oft
times extorted without rea-
fonable caufe appeering to the

.Commens, whoate the only

true reprefentatives of the
people, and thir libertie, but
will be then mingld with a

“court-faction 5 befides which
“within thir own walls, the
‘fincere part of them who ftand

faithfull to the people, will
again have to deal with two
troublefom counter-workin:jg

ad-
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(70)
adverfaries from without, meer
creatures of the king, [piritual,
and the greater part, as is like-
lieft, ottemporallords, no-

thing concernd with the peo- |

ples libertie. If chefe prevail
notin what they pleafe,chough
never fo muchagaingt the peo-
ples intereft, the Parlament
fhall be foon diffolvd , or fic
-and do nothing 5 not fufferd
toremedie the leaft greevance,
or ena& aught advantageous
to the people, Next, the
Councel of State fhall not be
chofen by the Parlament, bue

by the king, . fill his own .

creatures, courtiersand favo-
rites ; who will be fure in all
thir counfels to fet thir mai-
fer's grandure and abfolute
o power

(71)
power , in what they are ables
farabove the peoples libertie,
I denie nor but that ther may
be fuch a king , who may re-
gard the cornmon good before
hisown , may have no vitious
favorite, may hearken only
to the wifeft and incorrupteft
of his Parlament: but this
rarely happens in 2 monarchie
not elective ; and it behoves
nota wife nation to committ
the fainm of thir welbeing, the
whole ftate of thir fafetie to
fortune, What' need they;
and how abfurd ‘would it be,
when as they themfelves to

" whom his chief vertue will be

but to hearken, may with
much better management and
‘difpatch, with much more

. con-




(7%)
commendation ‘of thir own
worth and magnanimitie go-
vern without a maifter, Can
the folly beparalleld, toadore
and be the {laves of a fiagle
perfon for doing that whichic?
is ten thoufand to one whether
he can or will do, "and-we
without him might do more
eafily , morecffectually, more
faudably our felves 2 Shallwe
never grow old anough tobe
wife to make feafonable ufe of
graveft aucorities,experiences,
examples¢ Is it fuch an un-
fpeakable joy to ferve, fuch

elicitie to weara yoke ¢ to

clink our fhackles , locke on
by pretended law of {ubjetion
morgintolerable and hopelefs
to be ever thaken off, then
thofe

{13)
‘thofe which are knocktonby .
illegal injurie and violence 2
Aciﬁﬂlle ,_our chief inftru&er
in the Ulniverfities, feaft this
dodrine be thought Sefarien,
a5 the royalift would have j&
thought , telsus in the-third

PRI

t
of his Politics , _that-eerpain
men at firft, for thematchlefs
excellenceof thir vertue above
others, or fom great public

}benific, were created kingsby

the peaple ; in fmalicities and
territories ,. and in the fearci-
tie of others to be foundlike
m: .but. when they abufd

them: .b
thir power and governments
r, and the anmber

grew larger., an ;
uﬁpq_x‘dexgn men increa(d-, that
then the people foop depofing
thir tyrants, beto 'k them, in

D all




[ .
all civileft places, to the form
ofafree Commonwealth, And
why fhould we' thus difparagy
and prejudicaie our-own nati
son, as ro fear a [carcitie of
able and worthie men united
in counfel togovern us , if wy
will but ufe diligence‘and im
partiality to finde them out.an
chufe them, racher yokin
our felves to a fingle pexfon |
the natural adverfarie and op-|
preffor of libertie, thoughl
good, yes far eafier corrupts
ible by the excefs of his fingu|
lar power and exaltation, o
atbeft, not comparably fuffi-
cient o bear the weight of go-
vernment , nor equally dif
pos’d to make us happie in the
enjoyment of our libertie un-
der him, Bug

(75)
Bat admitr, that monarchie

of it felf may be convenient to
fom natiens s yer-to us who
have thrown it out , reccivd
Jback sgain, it cannotr but
prove pernicious, ‘For kings
tocom, never forgetting thic
former ¢j:ction, will be fure
o fortifis and arm them-
felves fufficiently for the fu-
ware againft all fuch accemprs
hereafrer trom the people :
who !l he then (o narrowly
watchd and kep {0 low, thae
though they would never fo
fain ant at che fame rate of
thirblond and tealure, they
(never hll be able o regain
what they no v have farchaid
and may enjoy,or o fres them-
elves from any yolee impot’d
8] upon

2
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upon them: nor will they
dare to g6 about it Beerly’
difheartn’d for the fature, if
thefe thir higheft astemprs
prove unfuccesfull; which will

be the triumph of all tyranes-

heerafter over any people that
fhall refift oppreffion; +and
thir fong will thea be, to o-
thers, how {ped the rebetli-
ous Englifb? to our pofteritie,
how fped the rebells your fa-
thers 2 This is not my con-
jedture, but drawn from God's
known denouncement againft
the gentilizing Ifpaclites s who
though they were governd in
3 Commouwealth of God’s
own ordaining , he only thir
king, they his peculiar peo-
ple, yet affecting rather to

re-

(77’
refemble heathen, buc pre-

tending the mifgovernment of
Samuél’s {ons, nomore a rea-

' foni to diflike- thit Common-
wealeh, then the violence of

Eli'sfons was’imporable to
that priefthood or. religion ,
clamourd for a king. Th:g
had thir longing ; bue wit

this teftimonie of Gad's wratt s
ye fhall cry out in that day be-
canfeof your king whom ye (hall
l.r:%(é ’céafm , aned the Laid[:,;ill
wothear”you in that day, s if
ke (hall hear now , - how much
lefs will he hesr whenwe cry

 heerafesr; who once del'verd

by him from 2 king , and not
without wondrcus acts of his
providence, infenfible an i un-
worthie of thofe high m ries,

D3 are
\
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are returning precipitantly, if
he withold us not, back to
the captivitie from whence he
freedus, Yetneicher fhall we
obtain orbuy at an cafie rate
this new guilded yoke which
thus cranfports us : a new roy-
al-revenue muft be found, a
new epifcopal 5 for thofe are
individual : bothwhich being
wholy diffipated or bougkhe by
privat perfons or affign’d for
fervice don , and efpecially to
the Armie, cannot be reco-
verd without a general derri-
ment and confufion to mens
eftates, oraheavie impofition
onall mens putfes; benific to
none, but tothe woift and
igaobleft {ort of men, whofe
hope is tabe either the mjni-

o frers
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fters of cowrt rior and excefs,
or the gainers.byit: But not,
to fpeak more of Joffes and ex-
traordinaiie levies on our efta-
tes,. what will then be the re-
venges and offences remem-
berdand returnd ,” notonly by
the chief perfon, bue by all
his adherents; accounts and.
reparations that will be re-
quirsd , fuites, in’itements |
inquities . difcoveries, com-
plaints , informarions, who
knows againft whom or how
many , though perhaps neq-
ters, . if not to utmoft ing:-
' Ction, yet to mprifonmine,
fines, binithment, or mo.
leffation s it not thefe s et c
favor, difccuntmancs’, i,
gard and contempt o, all byg

4 the
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the knowa royalitt or whoin,
ke favors , will be pleateous :
norlet the new royaliz'd pre(
byterians perfwadethemfelves
that thirold doings, chough

now recanted , will be forgot-

ten 3 what ever conditions be’
contriv'd or trufted.an, - Will:
they fiot beleeve this ;“gor re-’
member the pacification, how
iv'was kepe o the Seets ; how

ather folemn promifes many 3

time to'us? Let them byt

now read the diabiolical fore- -

rutining libells, thetaces, the
geftares:that riow appeer fore-
moft and briskeft inall-pablic

plices; as the harbinigers of

thofe that-are in expetation’
£o taign over us; let them biie”
heay the infolencics, the mena-

€esy-

-nal pamphlers.,

. leus -
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ces,  the infultings of our
newly animated common ene-
mies crept lately cut of thir
holes, thir heil , I mighe fiy,
by the language of thir infer-
the fpue of
every drunkard, everyribalds
namelefs, yet.noc for wane of
licence., butfor very fhxme of
thir own vile perfons, not
daring to pane -themfelves,

while they tracace: others by

name 5 and. give us to fore-
fve chat chey intend to fecond
thir wicked words , if ever
hey -have power, w.th more
wicked deeds, Let our zea.
ackiliders  forechink
now with themfelves, ;how
thir necksyok’d with drfe ti-
gers of:Baechus, thefe new

Ds - fana.
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fanatics of mot the preaching
but the fweating-tab, infpic’d
with nothing holier then the
Venereal pox, can draw one
way uader monarchie to the
eftablithing of church difci-

pline with thefenew-difgorg'd:

atheifines : yet hall they not
have the honor to yoke with
thefe, but thall be yok’d under
them ; thele fhall plow on

their backs, And do they a-

mong- them who are fo for-
ward tobring in the fingle peir
fon, think tobe by him tu-
fied of long regarded ¢ So
trufted they fhall be and fo
regarded , as by - kings are
wont reconcil’d enemies 5
negle&ed and foon after dif

carded, if not profecuted for.

old

. (83)
old traytors 5 the fift inci

vats, beginners, and more then -
o the third pare aors of all

that followd ; it will be found

| #ifo, that there wuft be then as -
neceflarily as,now(for thecon- .
trarie part will be. il feard) a .

ftanding afmie; which for cer-
tain flull notbe this,but of he
ficrceft Cavalieis,of nolefs ex-
peace,and perbaps agiin under
Rupert : Lur Jer this armie
be fure they (hall be foon di~
banded, -and like'icft withour
Lrgarorpay s and being dif-

banded, .ngr.be fure bur they ‘

may zs. foen'be quefliond for
being in arms 2gainft chix kings
the fame let chem fear,. who
have .contributed’ monie 5

which

o




{84)
which will amoune to no (mall
number that muft then take
thir turn to ‘be made delin-

quents- and: compounders.:
They: who. paft - rerfon and -
recoverie are devoted to king- .
fhi, perhaps will anfwer, thac -

a greater pare by farof the Na-
tiop will Have itfo 5 the teft
therefor muft yisld;: Not fo
much to convinee thefe, which
Lliecle hope, as to confirm
them who yield not, I reply s
ghat chis greateft part have
both®: in - reafon --aad ' the
trial of- juft-battel, loft--the
right of their -ele@ion what

the government fhall be :- of |}
. th:m who: have not foft thar

ight, whether. chiey for king-
;l:?y be the»gcea_;gfegumbehlg
AT T whe

who can certainly determin #
Suppale they be ; yarof free- «

dog chiey purtakie alf alike, one .

main ‘end ‘of government :

which if the Fmser part valge,,
not, "buc will degenerarly & =
goe, is’ it jult of .rcafqg;;l% 34
that moft voicés againt the,.

the main end ‘of goyernment, -

fhould enflave the fefs nom:"
ber that would be free ¢ Mora,
jutt it is doubtlefs, if i¢ com tor

force; that a lefs tumber com.

pell a greater to fetain, which,
€28 be no wrong to them, thi

libertie ,” ther chae a greager. -
number for the pléafure of chic .
bafenefs, compell'a lefs mofk,
injurionfly ro be- ¢hir fellow’
flaves, They who feek mothiag,

. bucchiv ownjugt libertie, have,

aliwates .,
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alwaiés right to winn it and o
keepir, when ever they huve
power, be the voices never fo
numerous that oppofeir, And
how much we above others
are concernd to defgnd it from
kingthip, aiid from them who
in'puriutince therof fo pernici-

onfly would betrdy us aad -
themfelves to moft gertajn mi- -

feri_e‘;iud,‘thmldomé witl be.

neecdlefs torepear,
“Havingthus far thewen wich
what eafe we may now obr:in
a free Common wealth, and by
it with as much eife all the
freedom, peace, juftice, plentie,
that we can defice, on’ the o-
ther fide che difficulties, trou-
bles, uncertaintics, nay.rather
impoflibilitics to enjoy thefe
) things

(871 .
things conftantly under amo-'
narch, T will now ‘procéed “to!
thew more parcicularly wherin’
our freedom and flowriffing’
condition will be more ample

and fecure to us under a free'

Commonwealch then yndés’
kingfhip, o
The whole freedom of man;
confifts eicker in fpiricual or ¢f-.
vil libertie, As for fpirituat,who
canbeac reft, who can enjoy-
any ‘thing in~ this world with
contentment, who hath not Ji-
bertie to ferve God and to fave
his own foul, according to'the’
beft light which God hath
planted in him to that purpofe;
by the reading of his reveal’d
will and the guidance of his
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. holy fpisit 2 Thac this is beft
- pleafing to God, and that che
whole Proteftant  Church.
allowsno fupream judge or ruje
inmateers of religion,, but the

fcriptores, and thefe tobein- .

terpreted by the the (criptures
chemfelves, which neceffarily
inferrs liberey of confcience, 1
have heretofore prov’d at large.
in another treatife, and might,

yet farder by che public decla~,

rations,-copfeffiohs and admo-,
nitions of whole churches and

fiites, obvious in all hiftoiie ..’

fince the Reformation,
“This liherty of confcience

which above. all . other things

cught to be to all men dea-
reft and moft..precioys,. po
govegnment more igelinable
, ot

(%9)
not to favor only but topre-
&, then 2 free Common;
wealchi 5 as beiog moft mage,

nanimous, moft i;e;arlcfs and,

confident of its ewn fair pro-,

" cgedings, Wheras kingfhip,

though looking- big, yet ia-
deed moft pufillanimous, full

of fears, full of jealoufies, '

fartl'd at every ombrage, s
it hath bin obfervd of = old

' to have ever fufpected moft

and miftrufted them who were
in_moft cReed for vértue gnd.
generofitie of minde, fo it is
now knawn to have moft in

 dotbe and fufpicion them who

are ‘moft reputed to bereligi-
ous, Queen Elizabeth though
her felf accounted fo good a
Proteftanr,” fo moderate, fo

. - * Conf~

¥
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confident of her Subjecs love
wonld never give way fo
much as to Presbyterian re-
reformation  in this land,

though once and again be- -

fought, as Camden velates, but
imprifond and' perfecured the
very propolers therof ; allea-
ging it as her minde & maxim
unalterable, that fuch retor-
mation: would diminith regal
autoritie,  What liberty of
confcience can we ‘then ex-
pect of orthers, far wors prin-
cipld from the cradle, traind
up and governd by Popifhand
Spanifh counfels, and on'fuch
depending hitherto for fub-
fitencer Efpecially what cin
this laft Parlament expect,
who having reviv'd lately and

publifhd

|
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publithd the covnant, have re-
ingag’d themfelves, neverto:
readmite Epifcopacie:  which:
no fon of Charls returning,
bue will moft certainly bring.
back with him, if he regard
the laft and fhiieft charge:
of his father, to perfeverein:
not the dodtrin only , but - go-
vernmert of the chuvch of Eng-
land 5 por 10 neglect the fpee-
dic and effeitual (upprefing
of “exrors and [chifms 5 @
mong which he accounted:
Presbyteric .one of che chief -
or if notwit flanding - char

- clarge of his father ,*he fub-

mitt to the covnant, how will :
he kecp faith o us with difos
bedience .to hims or regard
that faith given, whichmuft-

: be
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be foended on the breach of
that lafband folemneft pater-
nal charge; andche roludance,”
Imay fay(:he antipathie which

isin‘all
terian and Independent difei-
pliae ¢ for they hear. thie gof-

pel fpeaking much of libertie ; -

a word which monarchie and
her bithops both fear and hate,
but 2 tree Commonwealth
both favors and promotes 5
and not.the word only , but
the thinz it felf, But let our
governors bewarein time leaft
thir hard meafare. to libertie
of confeience be fownd, the
tock wheron they  (hip-
wrack them(elves as others
have now don before them in
the cours: wherin. God was di-

reting

ings againft Preshy-

(93)
redting chir ftearage toa-free
Commonwealth; ard-the i-
bandoning of all thofe whom
they call feéeries , for the de-
teted falthood and ambition
of fom , beawilfull rejeion
of thir own chief ftrengthand
intereft-in the freedom of all
Proteftant religion, -under -
what abufive name foever ca-.
lamniated, N
The other part ofour free-
dom confiftsin'the-eivitrights
and_advancements: of -every
perfon according fo his meric «
the enjoyment of thofe mever
more certzin, and the accefs
to'thefenever more open,then
in a free Commonwealeh_Both
whichin my opinion may be
beft and fooneft obesind, if
every
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every countie in the land were
made.a kinde of fubordinate
Commonaltie or Common-
wealth, and one chief town
or more, according as the

fhire isin circuit, made cities, ~

if they be not fo call’d alreadie;

where the nobilitie and chiet’

gentry from a proportionable
compas of territorie. annexd
to each citie, may build, hou-
fes or palaces, befitting thir
qualicie, may bear partin the
government , make thir own
judiciallaws, or ufe chefe thac
are, and execute them by thir
own eleted judicatares and
judges without appeal, inall
things of civil government be-
tween manand man, foth:y
fhall have juftice in thir own
hands,

4
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hands, law executed fully and
finally in -thir own counties
and precinéts, Tong withd, and
fpoken of,, bat never yet ob-
taind 5 they fhall have none
thien ¢o blame buc themfelves,
if it be not well adminifterd ;
and fewer laws.to expe& or
fear from the fupreme autori-
ties or to thofe that fhall be
made , of any great concern-
mentto public libertie, they
may without much trouble in
thele commonalties orin more
general aflemblies call'd o
thir cities from the whole ter-
ritorie on fuch occafion, de-
clare and publith thir affenc or
diflent by deputies within 2
time limited fent to the Grang
Councel: yet fo as this thir

* indg”
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sidement declar’d fhal fubmiec
{odghe greater number of o-
ther counties or commonal-
ties, and not avail them toany
exemption of themfclves, or
Fefufal -of: 1
:Eﬁ,f as it may in any of the
United Provinces, being fo-
‘vran withia it felf, oft timesta
the great difadvantage of that
anion, In thefe imploiments
they may much better then

hey do now, exercife and fic
themfelves, till chir lot fallfo,

be chofen into] the Grapd

Councel, according as; thir.

- worthand merit (hall be ciken

potice of by the people, As It

for controverfies that (hall
happén between men of feve-
ral counties, they may repax;s,

()]
1s they do now,. to the ca- .
pital citie, orany other more
commodious, indifferent place
and equal judges, And this

i ! Al finde to have bin pradifd
f.agreement with the

in the old drhesian Com-
monwealth, reputed the firft
and’ ancienteft place of civili-
tiein all Greec 5 thatthey had
in thir feveral cities,a peculiar;
in Athens, 2 commongovern-

'ment 5 and thir right, asit be-

fell them, to the adminiftrat -
on of both, They fhould have
heer alfo fchools and acade-

|mies at thir own choice,

wherin thic children may be
red up inthir own fight to
all learning and noble educa-
tion not i grammar only, bue
in all liberal ars and exerci-

E fes.
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fes. This would foon fpread
‘much more knowledge and
civilitie, yeareligion through
all paresof che land,by com-
municating the natural heat
of government and cultyé
more diftributively to all ex-
treme parts, which now lie
numm and gegledted, would
foon make che whole nation
more induftrious, more inge-
nuous at home, more potent,
more honorable abroad, To
this a free Commonwealth
will eafily aflenr 5 (nay the
Parlaménc hath had slreadie
forn fuch thing in defigne)
for of all governments |3
Commonwealth aims moft to
make the people fovrifhing,

vertuous, noble and high fpi-|

rited,
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rited, Monarchs will never
permite: swwhofe aim is to mike
the peop'>,” wealthie indeed
perhaps aid well fleec’s, for
thir own heuing-and che fup-
Plie of regal prodigatiric ; bu:
otherwile fofteft, bafeft, viv-
oulcft, fervibeft, eaficft to be
keptundﬁﬁ;ﬁapd not only in
ficece , Wit “in minde “alfo
theepifheft ; ‘and will have all
the benches of judicature an-
nexd to the throne, as agift
of royal grace that we have
jaltice don‘us 5 whenas no-
thing can be more effential to
the treedom of a people, then
o have the adminiftracion of
juftice’ and all public orna-
ments_in thir own election and
within chir own boa ids, withe
: 2 out

>




. (100)

- out long travelling or depend.-
ing on remote places to obtain
thir right orany civil accom-
plibment ; fo it be pot fu-
preme, but fubordinate to the
general power and union of
the whole Republic, In which
happy firmaefs as 1a the par-
ticular above mentiond, we
fhall alfo far excedf the Uni-

ted Provinces, by having, not
as they (to the retarding and
difra&ing oft times of thir
counfels or urgenteft occafi-
ons) many Sovranties united
in one Commonwealth, but
many Commonwealths under

.one united and entrafted ¥

Jovrantie, And when we
aave our forces by fea “and
land, eicher of afaithful Armie

or

(101) )
or afetl’d Militia, in our own

haads to the firm eftablithing
ofa free Commonwealch, pub- -

lick accounts under our -own- -
inpection, general laws and -

gaxes with thir caufes in our: -

own domeftici fuffrages, - ju-
dicial laws, offices ‘and" orna-
ments at home in our own
ordering And adminiftration,
all diftin&®ion of lords and

;. commoners, that may any way

divide or {ever the publick inx-

tereft, remov’d, what can 1 -

perpetual -fenat ~have

then -

wherin to grow corrupe, wher-- -

in to encroach upon us ‘or
sufusp s-orif they do, wherin

to be formidable . Yet if ail*

this avail-not to remove the -

fear or eavie .of a - perpetust:
E 3 fitting,
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fitting, it may be eafilie pro-
vided, to change a third part;
of them yearly or every two
or three years, 4s wisabove

mentiond 5 Jor that it be at. .

thofe times in the peoples .
choice, iwhether they will

change them, or renew thir }
power, as they fhall finde

caufe, e .

I-have no more to fay at
‘prefent : few words will fave
us,well confiderd ; few and ea-
fie things, now feafonably
don, Bue if che people be fo.

affected, asto profticute religic °

onand libertie to the vain and

groundlefs apprehention, ‘that

"~ nothing buc_kingfhip can re-

flore trade, not remembring

the frequeps plagues and peftiv -
T lsoges.

-y

. (xop \
lences that then wafted obi
citie, fuch as through God’s

mércie we never have folr -

fince, and that trade flourifhes
80 where more chen in the free.
+ Commonwealchs of Italie,
Germanic, and the Low-Coug-~
tries before thircyes ac chis day,
yet if tradebegrown fo Craving
and. impottunace through the
_profule liviag of tradefmen,

that aothing  can fuppore

dtsbur the luxurious expeaces of

4 natiod upon trifles or fiper.

Muties,foas if the people gene-

-rally fhould betake them-

felves to frugalicie, it might

»Prove a:dangerous matter, leaft
tradefinen. thould mutinie for

want of trading., - and thae

‘therefor wemuft:forgoe & fec

o
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to falereligion,libertie, honor,
fafetie ;. all concernments Di-
vineor human to keepup tra-

ding, iflaftly, after all-chis:

light among us, the {imerea-
fon fhall pafs for current to
ut our necls again under
ingfhip , as' was made uf® of
by the Fews to returne back to -
Egyps and to the worthip of
thir ido! queen’, becaufe they
falfly imagind that they then
livd in mote plentie and prof-
peritie, our condition is nét -

found but rotten | bothinre- - .

ligionand all civil prudence ; -

and will.bring us {oon, the -
way.we are marching,to thofe
calamities. which attead al-:.
waiés and unavoidably onlu-:

xurie, all national judgments;,

uader

(5
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undet forein or domeftic {lave-
rie: {ofar we fhall be from men- -
ding qur condition by monar-
chizing our government,what-
ever new conceit now poflefles

* us, However with all hazard
1 have ventur’d what Ithdught
my duty to {peak in feafon,
and to forevarne.my countrey
intime : wherin T doubt not
but ther be many wife menin
i all ‘places-and degrees, but
. amYorrie the effe@s.of wifdom
are fo lietle feen among us,

" Many circumftances and par-
ticulars T could have added in
thofe things wherof I have
*fpoken; buta few main mat-
tersnow' pat {peedily in exe-
cution , will (uffice to recover
us, and feral] rights and ther

. will
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will want at no time who arer
good at circumftances; but
men who fet thir mindes on
nuain macters and fufficiently

urgethem, in chefe moftdif-

ficulr times I findenot many, ™

What I have fpoken, is the
languig:of that whichis not
call'd amifs the govd Old Canfe:
if it feem ftrange to any, it
will not feem more frange ,.
I hope, then convincing to
back{liders,
fhould perhaps  have
have fpoken only to tress ant
ftones; and had none tocry
to, but with the Prophet, 0
earth 5 earth, earth! to tell
the very foil it felf, what her
pervetfe inhabitants are. deaf

. to,

»

Thus much T
faid -
though I were fure T fhould

3
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to, - Nay theugh what I have
{poke, fhould happ’a (which
Thou fuffer not, who didft
create mankinde frees - nor
T hou next, who didft redeem
*us from being fervants of
men!) tobe the laft words of
our expiring libertie, Bue
truflt Tfhall have fpoken per-
fwafionto abundance of fen-
fible and ingenuous men: ta

" fom perhaps whom God ‘may

raife of thefe ftones.to become
~childrea of reviving libertie 5
and may rec’aim, though they
feem now chufing them a cap-

| . tain back for Egypt, to be-

think themfelves a litcle and
- confider whether they are
ruthing; to exhort thistorrent
alfo of the people, not tobe
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{oimpetuos , but to keep thit
due chanaells and at length
recovering and uniting thir
better refolutions, ‘now that
they fee alreadie how open,.
and unbounded the infolence
and rage is of our common
enemies, to flay theferainous |
proceedingss juftly and time-
Iy fearing to what a_precipice |
of, defttu@ion the deluge of |
this epidemic madnefs would |
hurrie us thtough the general
defétion of 2 mifguided and
abus'd muleitade,

) ﬂl end,




